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11. 1963 Fiji (Scott 201) First South Pacific Games - Hockey, 
1 Shilling, brown, green and black. 

The first South Pacific Games were held at Suva in 1963. Hockey en­
joys considerable popularity in Fiji and the models for the stamp are 
identified as two well-known players, Adhavji Bhai and M. ¥,. Maharaj. 

12. 1964 Albania (Scott 759) Olympic Games Tokyo 1964 Hockey and 
Pentathlon. 6L ultramarine, light blue and orange. 

In a surprize appearance in 1964 hockey shared a stamp with the penta­
thlon on one of Albania's Olympic Games series. Whether hockey has 
ever been seriously precticed in Albania is not known and, as for the 
stamp itself - well, any publicity is said to be good publicity! 

13. 1966 India (Scott kk3) 5th Asian Games - Hockey Champions 15p 
blue . 

It is indeed surprizing that India waited until 1966 before issueing a 
hockey stamp for, although she has lost ground of late, India is the 
acknowledged center of the hockey world. India's decline started with 
partition in 1947 but the strength of the game on the Indo-Pak sub­
continent is borne out by the fact that any contest for the world hoc­
key crown invariably devolves into a confrontation between India and 
Pakistan. The game was introduced to British India by the Imperial 
units at the turn of the century, with notable contributions from the 
Irish contingents, and by the mid< le twenties Indian players amazing 
aptitude for the game was already a byword in sporting circles. India 
entered the Olympic Games hockey competition at Amsterdam in 192P, 
swept all before her and repeated the performance in 1932, 1936, 1948, 
1952 and 1956. At Melbourne in 1956 Pakistan challenged strongly, lo­
sing by the only goal of the match and in i960 the roles were reversed 
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In 196^ India again won by the only goal, a pentalty goal at that, but 
in 1968 the gold medal went to Pakistan, Australia claiming the silver 
medal and India had to be content with the bronze medal. 

In the meantime 

In the meantime the Asian Games had been called into being and hockey 
was first introduced in the third games in Tokyo, 1958. India and 
Pakistan drew no score in the final and there was a near-riot when the 
latter were declared the winners on goal average, there having been no 
prior declaration that such a decision could be reached. The debacle 
of the fourth Games in Djakarta saw Pakistan again triumphant by 2 - 0 
ascainst an Indian team reduced to 10 men in the first ten minutes but 
in 1966 in Bangkok India gained revenee over Pakistan by scoring the 
only goal of the final in extra time. This victory, following on the 
winning of the Olympic gold medal in Tokyo in 196k, led to the issue 
of this attractive blue stamp which is marred only by the unfortunate 
juxtaposition of the sticks of the two players in the foreground and 
that bugbear of draughtsmen, the obviously oversize ball! 
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Ik. 1967 Mexico (Scott 983) Mexico'68 - Hockey 500 green and black. 

A striking green stamp with black figures in silouette was but one 
aspect of the amazing publicity that heralded the Mexico City Olympic 
Games. When the stamp appeared in 1967 the Mexicans were hard at work 
whipping into shape a team to participate in the hockey competition 
and, under the guidance of former Indian Olympian Rex Norris, they 
came to perform creditably. 

15. 1968 Monaco (Scott C7*0 XIX Olympiads Mexico 1968 - Hockey 3.OOF 
Air Mail green and indigo. 

It is almost a pity that Monaco included hockey in its Mexico Olympic 
Games series for this is an extremely poor stamp. The muscle-bound 
athlete of aggressive countanance would doubtless have difficulty in 
controlling the bouncing ball on the sparsely and unevenly grassed 
field with his miserably undersized stick but he would have a better 
chance if he used both hands! And as for the goalkeeper in the back­
ground inviting all and sundry to place the ball between his pads! But 
of course no international umpire would have permitted the game to 
commence until the hopelessly disproportionate goals had been replaced. 

16. 1968 Rwanda (Scott 25k) Mexico'68 -'Hockey 12F green, black, blue 
and plum. Part of a souvenir sheet containing 6 stamps. 

Rwanda, like Monaco, is not renowned for any hockey-playing prowness 
but unlike the latter country, when removing hard cash from the poc-
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kets of the sports philatelist it at least offers in return an accept­
able portrayal of the game. 

17. 1969 Pakistan (Scott 267) Hockey Champions - Mexico Olympics 
1968 15 Paisa green, black, blue and gold. 

18. 1969 Pakistan (Scott 268) Hockey Champions - Mexico Olympics 
1968 1 Rupee green, black, pink and gold. 

Pakistan's success in the 1968 Olympic Hockey tournament was clearcut 
and well deserved although they had grinding battles, in the semi­
final against West Germany (W 1-0) and the final against Australia (W 
2-1). It was the first time since Melbourne that the final was not a 
contest between India and Pakistan. That Pakistan should honor this 
victory by issueing two identical stamps—differing only in background 
color and denomination is not surprizing. 
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19. 1969 West Germany (Scott B447) Hockey - Munich 1972 20 pf + 10 pf 
green. 

With Munich the venue for the 1972 Olympic Games and West Germany the 
strongest and oldest established European hockey-playing nation the 
appearance in 1969 of an attractive symbolic hockey stamp in two 
shades of green and white was not unexpected. 

20. 1970 Belgium European Cup - Brussels 1970 9F + 4F green, brown, 
and red. 

Brussels, venue of the first European Hockey Cup competition in Sept. 
1970, long the headquarters of the Federation Internationale de Hockey 
is the home of M. Rene Frank the moving spirit in the world body as 
well as in his own country. 

Hockey was introduced to Belgium in 1900 by Mr. Pitcairn Knowle 
group of Englishmen and at first the game was played under Dutc 
The game is centered around Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent. Regul 
petition with their European neighbors Holland and Germany en 
high standard of play and especially the 
national record. 
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21. 1970 Republic of Korea - 51st National Athletic Meet. 
1970. 10 Won yellow, green and blue. 

Oct. 1, 

It is not generally real 
historical background of 
against near neighbors 
participates regularly in 
the world's hockey giants 
In 1958 (Toyko) Korea los 
markable results in an o 
record. 

ized that hockey is played in Korea and the 
the game there is not clear. While matches 
Japan and Hong Kong are not infrequent, Korea 
Eastern toxirnaments and can boast extending 
, India, on two occasions in the Asian Games. 
t 1-2 and in 1966 (Bangkok) 0-1 to India, re-
therwise not too distinguished international 
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22. 1971 New Zealand - Hockey Health Stamps 
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New Zealand issued two hockey stamps on August k, 1971 In the values 
of 3+l<̂ , girls olaying hockey and k+ltf boys playing hockey. This was 
one of the yearly series of children's health stamps which usually 
depict sports. 

23 1971 Pakistan - Hockey Championships. 20 Paisa multicolored 

Pakistan issued on December 31. 1971 a single stamp to mark their win­
ning the World Hockey Championships. The design incorporates the em­
blem of the Pakistan Hockey Federation and the wording "World Hockey 
Champions/(Barcelona)-1971)" in the left-hand portion of the stamp, 
and the World Hockey Cup in the remaining portion. 

2k. 1972 India - Hockey - 20th Olympic Games. 

The 20p stamp depicts a hockey player in action and the 1.̂ 5p shows a 
stylizer. verison of a hockey player in the right-hand side. 

* HOCKEY AND RELATED STICK AND BALL TEAM GAMES ON STAMPS * 

Al 1934 Eire (90) Hurley, Gaelic Athletic Association 50th Anniversary 
2d green. 

A2 1962 Ethiopia (379) Ganna (Traditional stick & ball game) 15c brown 
& rose . 

A3 1965 Laos (119) Tikhy (Laotian Folklore Series) 20k green, blue,red 
and orange. 

Ali- 1965 Russia (2998) World Bandy Championship Moscow, 4k blue, red, & 
gold . 

A5 1Q68 Canada (483) Lacrosse, 5c yellow, black and red 
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Bl 1952 Portugal (749) World Roller-skating Hockey Championship, le 
black & blue. 

B2 1952 Portugal (750) World Roller-skating Hockey Championship, 3e50, 
black Sc brown. 
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B3 I960 Spain (957) Roller-skating Hockey, lp emerald & vermilion 
B4 i960 Spain (962) Roller-skating Hockey, 5p blue & chestnut. 
B5 1962 Mozambique (427) Roller-skating Hockey, 2e50 multicolored. 
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Cl 1964 Czechoslovakia (1220) Winter Olympic Games Innesbruck, Ik pur­
ple Sc turquoise . 

C2 1967 Austria (788) World Ice-Hockey Championships, Vienna, 3s blue, 
8c green. 

C3 1968 Spain (1511) Winter Olympic Games Grenoble, 6p multicolored. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ A CHANCE TO HELP ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I am trying to revive SPI's translation service. By the time 
these lines appear in JSP I will have invited many of you to serve. 
However, there 1s no way in which I can know of every member who can 
handle simole translation in one or more foreign languages. 

Most of you have no need for translation assistance, but now and 
then It is Important for someone. Recently I have relied on a non-
memher for several bits of aid with Russian cachets and cancellations; 
It would have been slmr>ler to ask help of a SPI member. 

Really, I don't know whether there will be much or little assist­
ance requested, but I would guess the latter. The editor could use a 
translator for Polish cancellations, which is quite lengthly. 

If you have skill and have not heard from me, please volunteer your 
services. My home address (Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Woo­
ster, Ohio 44691) is best. 

BECOME A LIFE MEMBER 



SPORT ISSUES AMONG THE SWISS MILITARY STAMPS OF WORLD WAR II 

by ROBERT C. ROSS 

(Editor's note: The text of this article appeared in the July-August, 
197^ issue of JSP. The 'illustrations for this article are now avail­
able and are reproduced on the following pages.) 
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CAMPIONATS DE STAD DELL*ARMADA 1944 S.GAGL. 
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LET'S POOL OUR OLYMPIC AND SPORTS KNOWLEDGE 

Edited by Edward B. Epstein 

Sports and Olympic philatelists have, collectively, a great deal of 
knowledge which, when pooled, can be of mutual benefit. Questions con­
cerning sports and Olympic philately will be assigned a number and 
published in JSP. Responses to questions will be printed in subse­
quent issues. Address all questions and answers to your editor; Ed­
ward B. Epstein, Paterson Board of Education, 33 Church St., Paterson, 
NJ 07505- Please cite your source of information. 

Q-l. Were funds collected from the emission of the Greek 1896 Olympic 
issued used for the 1896 Olympic Games: 

A-l. The Official Report of the I896 Greek Organizing 
ten by Timoleon Philemps, mentions the intent of 
pic stamp issue: "Although the committee had not 
funds in hand for the erection of two construct 
range and the cycle track, placed its expentations 
that would be forthcomming from the sale of ticke 
of the games, the sale of commemorative medallions 
ance through the passage of two laws that the 
drachmas would be available from the receipts of 
tive (postage) stamps." 

Committee writ-
the first Olym-
the necessary 

ions, the rifle 
on the revenue 
ts of the seats 
and the assur-
sum of 40,000 
the coramemora-

Q-2. Were any Olympic stamps issued for the 1940 Helsinki Games that 
were postponed due to World War II? 

A-2. Carl-Olof Enhagen's book "sports Stamps" reports, "The Finns who, 
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