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SPORT ISSUES AMONG THE SWISS MILITARY STAMPS OF WOR.LD WAR II 

by ROBERT C. ROSS 

(Assoc. Editor's Note: Bob recently opened a new field of sports 
philately to me with his "Swiss sports." When I suggested the article 
to him, he complied almost immediately and that should speak well for 
his philatelic knowledge - Joe Schirmer.) 

During World War II, military units in Switzerland issued over 
2,200 different stamps (in some 10,000 varieties), primarily for aid 
to needy soldiers and their families, but sometimes for the use of the 
unit itself — guard houses, entertainment, etc. There is controversy 
over the status of these "stamps." They did not carry the mail, be­
cause all soldiers1 mail went post free, except mail abroad, register­
ed and express letters, and parcels over 6 pounds. But the post office 
allowed their use to aid in sorting mail. Whatever their true philate­
lic status, they are a colorful and generally inexpensive addition to 
Swiss and topical collections 

Over 80 of these stamps were issued to help finance Army sport 
championships during the war; and at least one of the regular issues 
was overprinted in honor of a sporting event. This article lists these 
various sport-related issues and notes the existence of others. 

The basic reference to these stamps is an out-of-print dealer's 
catalog issued in 19*4-3 by Paul Locher and Robert Forestier, supplemen­
ted through 1964. Their arbitrary numbering system is used in this 
article. The article is based in part on the A.M. (Armeemeisterschaf-
ten or "Army Championships") class of that catalog and in part on my 
collection. 

FIFTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The fifth championships (the first held during World War II) were 
held in Basel on September k through ?, 19*4-1. A special souvenir card 
was released and two cancels were used, one by the post office and the 
other by the Army Field Post. The stamps were each in red, grey-green 
and black and were printed in strips of five different designs. There 
are four different strips of five with the same five designs, but with 
German, French, Italian and Romansh text, respectively. They were de-



signed by Numa Rick, Basle, and were printed by Wassermann, S.A., 
Basle. All strips are found perforated 11 and imperforate. The text 
on all the stamps may be translated: "Fifth Swiss Army Championships, 
Basle." 

At some later time all of these stamps were overprinted in gold 
diagonally: "MILITARWETTMARSCH FRAUENFELD". I have never seen used 
copies. The Army cancellation for the 19*4-3 Winter Games (see below) 
was similar; "Armee-WettKampfe." This overprint may have been for a 
competitive hike held at Frauenfeld, a small town north-west of Win-
terhur. Locher numbered these strips 23 (German Text), 25 (French text 
27 (Italian text) and 29 (Romansh text), respectively. The overprint­
ed strips are also found imperforate. 

The exact format of the sheets from which these stamps come is not 
clear. We know that all four overprinted strips appear with selvage 
on all four sides. I have the overprinted French, Italian and Romansh 
strips imperforate with this same selvage but with the legend in black 
at bottom: "EN FAVEUR DU DON NATIONAL," "A FAVORE DEL DONO NAZIONALE 
SVIZZERO," and "A FAVUR DEL DUN NAZIONAL SVIZZER," respectively. The 
German would probably be "ZUGUNSTEN DER SCHWEIZ NATIONALSPENDE." (In 
favor of the National Fund"; this fund was for the benefit of needy 
soldiers, and proceeds from several semi-postal Pro Patrla sets and 
special flights were given to this foundation.) It may be that the 
"strips" were printed only in these sheetlets, but they may also have 
been printed in fuller sheets containing several strips. Locher used 
the word "strip" to describe both types elsewhere in his catalog. 

SIXTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The Sixth Army championships were held in Frlbourg August 27 
through 30, 19*42. The Field Post issued a special circular cancel­
lation and the Post Office a special rectangular mark. Six stamps 
were also issued in dark green, red, blue, yellow and (imperforate) 
black, all occurring in a sheet of six, both perforate 11 and Imperfor­
ate. The artist was H. Brolllet. These stamps were numbered 71 thru 
76 by Locher. 

WINTER GAMES, 19*4-3 

The Army held winter games at Adelboden on February 23 through 28, 
19*4-3. Again, a special card was Issued and two special cancels were 
employed by the Post Office and the Field Post. Sixteen different 
stamps were issued, all of a similar type and all in green and black, 
in perforated 11 and imperforate sheets of four. Locher Nos. 77-80 is 
on white paper with German text. Locher's Nos. 81-8*4- occur on green 
paper with French text; Nos. 85-88 occur on blue paper with Italian 
text and Locher Nos. 88-92 occur on buff paper with Romansh text. 

POSTPONED CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The Army scheduled championship at St. Gallen In 19*4*4, but they were 
postponed because of a general mobilization. The rescheduled games 
were not held in 19*4-5 because of the end of the war. To cover the 
cost of organizing the games and to raise funds for soldier's sports, 
the following three sets (numbered by Locher 93 through 10*4-x) were 
sold in August 19*4-5 both with and without the overprint: "Wahrsport-
fond" (Military Sport Fund) in black. 

Locher Nos. 93-98, 103 
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Locher's listing is somewhat confusing but 93-98 and 103 basically 
break down into two sets. The first set was printed in two different 
sheets. The first sheet (containing all seven stamps), which Locher 
numbered 10*4-, and he numbered the same sheet without the two black^^ 
overprints "Wehrsportfond" as 10*4-x; both sheets are perf. 11. None of^P 
the stamps themselves were overprinted. Imperforate versions of these 
sheets were numbered 10*4-a and 10*4-ax, respectively. 

Locher listed the large center stamp as No. 103. It is green, 
black and red and occurs only In the sheet of seven. 

The six smaller stamps were printed not only in the sheet of 
seven but also together in sheets of six, perforated 11 and imperfor­
ate, In both cases apparently with marginal inscriptions (not known to 
me). No. 93 was printed in green, black and red; 9k in brown, yellow, 
black and red; 95 In the same colors as 9*4-; 96 in the same colors as 
93; 97 in lilac, red and black; and 98 in blue, red and black. Nos. 
93-98 each have a horizontal overprint "Wehrsportfond" at or near the 
top, and 93*-98x are without the overprint. I do not believe single 
copies of 93*-98x and 93ax-98ax (without overprints) from the sheets 
of six and seven are distinguishable (unless with wide selvage). 

Locher Nos 99-102 

The second set of the 19*4-4 issues was printed in a sheet of four 
containing four different stamps in four different languages without 
marginal inscriptions. The issue appears both with and without the 
overprint at the far left, and both perforated 11 and imperforate. The 
stamps are numbered 99-102 with the overprint and 99x-102x without the 
overprint. No. 99 is red, pink and black (German text), 100 is greenA 
red and black (French text), 101 is blue, red and black (Italian text)^^ 
102 is lilac, red and black (Romansh text); and the overprint is in 
black. 

PRICES 

Locher priced these stamps as set forth in the following check 
list. His revision was published in November, 196*4-, and prices are in 
Swiss francs. Unpriced items (marked "-.-") may or may not be rare; 
Locher did not price Items where quantities were so small that real­
istic values could not be assigned. He specifically warned that this 
could occur as the result of speculation. Collectors should therefore 
exercise restraint In purchasing unpriced stamps. 

Locher No. Item Price 

22 // 28 Each strip of 5 6.00 

22a //28a " " 8.00 

23 // 29 " • " " 15.00 

23a // 29a 30.00 

71-76 Sheet of 6 3.00 

71a-76a " " " 5.00 

77-80, 81-8*4, Each sheet of *4- 7.50 
85-88, 89-92 
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SPORTS S. OLYMPICS 
NEW ISSUE LIST EVERY MONTH 

WANT LIST FILLED, WE BREAK SETS 

TO SELL YOU THE STAMP YOU NEED! 

Try our NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

to make sure you get al l 

Sports & Olympic stamps issued. 
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ROLAND RINDSHOJ 
SPORT STf lmPS 

P. O. BOX 487 
SOUTH LAGUNA, 

CA. 92677 
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Each stamp 

Sheet of 6 

Each stamp and sheet of 6 

Each stamp 

Sheet of 6 

Single stamp 

15.00 

60.00 

-.-

10.00 

125.00 

-.-

00 77a-80a, 8la-8*l<a, Each sheet of k 10 
85a-88a, 89a-92a 

93-98 Each stamp and sheet 

of 6 

93a-98a 

93a-98a 
93*-98x 

93ax-98ax 

93ax-98ax 

103 

103a " " 

10k Sheet of 7 

10^a " " " 

10kx n n n 

lOk&X m n m 

99-102 Sheet of k 

99a-102a w e e 

99x-102x w " " 

99ax-102ax " " " 

REGULAR ISSUE - WINTER GAMES - 1945 

In tne regular military issues a stamp issued by tne Tenth Mount­
ain Brigade nonors the brigade's own winter championships held at Mon­
tana and Crans in 19^5. (Locher No. Army 63III.) The artist was J.P. 
Kaiser, and the printer was Klausfelder S.A., Vevey. The stamp is in 
brown, black, blue and light green and is perforate 11. It appearea 
in a sheetlet of four, witnout marginal inscription. Tne stamp was 
priced at ^.00 Swiss francs and the sheet at 20.00 Swiss francs. 

OTHER REGULAR ISSUES 

Sport-related motifs appear on several other military stamps— 
calvary horses, leaping hurdles, skiers on maneuvers, bicyclists 
motorcyclists, etc. — but these were issued by military units using 
sport equipment in military applications. 

CONCLUSION 

Any reader with additional information on these stamps, or earlier 
or later Army championships, is urged to write to the author at 28 
Kenmore Place, Glen Rock, New Jersey 07^52 or to Joe Schirmer, 7300 
Blvd. East, North Bergen, New Jersey 070^7-



NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 

NEW MEMBERS 

#878 - Hardie J. Beuchet, Balsas y Rio de la Plata No. 652, Colonia 
Navarro, Torreon, Coahuila, MEXICO (GS) 

#879 - Ensign James W. Donaldson Jr., X-Division, USS .America (CVA-66) 
New York, NY 09501 (GS) 

#880 - Homer I. Bernhardt, 6317 Waldron St., Pittsburgh, PA 15217 (0: 
SS) 

REINSTATED 

#6kk - Eijiro Hinoki, 2-16-^5 Eifuku, Suginami, Tokyo, 168 JAPAN 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#839 - William Merlkallio, 388 West Rd., New Caanan, CT 06840 

RESIGNED 

#803 - Mark Segal 

DROPPED - NON-PAYMENT OF DUES 

#408 - Stefan Brank #782 - Dennis E. Osborne 
#676 - Dr. Aarno Harenko #809 - Wade L. Boughton 

Memo from the Vice President; 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the old Board of 
Directors for cooperating with me in every way. It was my pleasure to 
be able to associate with such a fine group of people. It is also with 
a hope that the new officers will strive to make our SPI a better or­
ganization than it Is (and there Is always room for improvement), that 
I pledge to continue to serve in some other capacity. At this time, I 
urge our membership to contribute articles to our Journal, because, I 
know that there is some information or story to be shared with the 
rest of the members, just take a little time out and send it in. Do 
not fear of writing, as our editor always can 'shape it up' for publi­
cation. We alone are the ones who can keep our Journal interesting, 
so lets bombard the editor with all sorts of material dealing with 
sport philately. For the able people, I beg of you to get on the wa­
gon and let us all pool our talents and make our Journal a better one, 
so it can compete with any other sport philatelic publication in the 
world, and make the editor's job more enjoyable and easier. Our pub­
lication is the HE.ART of our organization. And for the ones who do 
not contribute by writing for our publication, why not voice your 
opinion and suggestion either directly to the new administration or 
write to the editor. (Maybe the editor will make a corner for the 
"Voice of the Members".) Good luck SPI, Joe Lacko. 

(Editor's Note: The "News of our Members" column is always open to all 
members who wish to write letters for publication.) 

Swap your duplicates-sell your surplus -
through the Members Bourse 



New Issue Column 
LOallitfta vvilliams de ^Violini 

ALBANIA 

AUSTRIA 

BRAZIL 

BULGARIA 

CHILE 

CHINA 

FRANCE 

GERMANY 

5HANA 

April 25, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 10q,15q,20q,25q,40q,80q, 
1L,1.20L, S/S 2.50L, Players in action. Printed in poly­
chrome. Imperfs exist. Designed by N. Prizreni. 
July , 1974. 13th European Water Sports Championships. 
4s, Diver. 
June 20, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 2.50, Players in action. 
Designed by Martha C. Pbppe and printed by the Casa de 
Moeda de Brazil in a quantity of 1 million. 
April 25, 1974. 5st, Wrestlers; 13st, Runner; 18st, Gym­
nast. Designed by Asen Stereichinski and printed by the 
State Press, Sofia, in a ouantity of 160,000. 
May 16, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 500e, l,000e, Soccer Ball 
and Emblem of the Games. Printed by Casa de Moneda, Chile. 
June 23, 1974. 80th Anniversary of the I.O.C. 1.00, Long 
Distance Runner; 8.00, Woman Relay Runner. Printed by the 
China Engraving and Printing Works. 
June 10, 1974 21st World Chess Olympics, Nice. If, Hand 
moving men on board. Designed by P. Lambert. 
May 15, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 30pf, 40pf, Players in 
action. Designed by Erwin Poell and printed by the Federal 
Printing Office, Berlin. 
June , 1974 World Soccer Cup. 5p, 30p, 50p, 1.00c, 
Players in action. A S/S was issued of all 4 stamps. They 
were designed by J.L. Vaserhelyi and printed in lithograph 
by Format International Press. 

JUGOSLAVIA June 13, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 4.50d, World Cup and Ball. 
Designed by A. Milenkovic and printed in a Quantity of 350th. 

JUGOSLAVIA June 15, 1974 100th Anniversary of the Jugoslavian Mountain­
eers Assoc. 200d, Mountaineers home, Klek Mt. Designed by 
A. Milenkovic and printed by the Belgrade Mint. 450,000. 
June 4, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 1$, 2$, 5$, 10$, 12$, 15$, 
20$, 25$, S/S 60$, Players in action and S/S stadium & Cup. 
June , 1974 World Soccer Cup. IL, 2L* 3L, 4L, 5L, 4R, 
5R, S/S 10R, Players in action. Designed by M. Shamir and 

Srinted by Format International Security Press in lithograph, ay 6, 1974. World Soccer Cup. 270F, 280F, Soccer players 
and Games Emblem. Designed by C. Haley. 

NETHERLANDS June 5, 1974 World Soccer Cup. 25$, Ball on Field. The 
design was by Jan Boterman. 

NETHERLANDS June 5, 1974 75th Anniversary of the Royal Dutch Lawa> 
Tennis Assoc. 40$, Tennis Ball in hand. Designed by Marte 
Roling. 
May 8, 1974. World Soccer Cup. 1$, 2$, 3$, 4$, 5$, 10$, 
15$, 20$, 25$, lOcd, S/S 4cd, 5cd, Finals of the World Cup 
since 1930. Designed by Lawrence Klonaris and printed by 
Format International Press in lithograph. 
January 31, 1974. World Soccer Cup. 5g, 10g, 20g, P.S/S 
25g, I. S/S 25g; The stamps show Soccer paintings by F. 
Genkinger and the S/Ss show Lufthansa posters. 
April 30, 1974. 7th Asian Games, Tehran, September, 1974. 
1R, Table Tennis; 1R, Gymnast; 2R, Hurdler; 2R, Boxer; 6R, 
Weight Lifter; 8R, Basketball. 
April 5, 1974 Horse Racing Centenary. 40b, 55b, 60b, 1.55L 
2.75L, 3.45L, Racing. Quantity: 400,000. 

LIBERIA 

MALDIVE 

MALI 

NICARAGUA 

PARAGUAY 

PERSIA 

ROMANIA 



ROMANIA 

SINGAPORE 

SWEDEN 

TOGO 

URUGUAY 

May , 1974 VIII World 
Scott #2373 opt. "Romania 
Overprinted in a quantity 
June 9, 1974 9th Asian-Pa 

Handball Championship for Men, 
Champions of the World, 1974". 
of 100,000. 
cific Scout Conference. 10$, 75$ 

Boy Scout Emblem. Designed by William Lee and printed by 
Harrison & Sons, London. 
June 7, 1974 60, Sailing Regatta. 
designed by Harry Dittmer. 
August 3, 1974 30F, 40F, 
was issued of the 90F and 
May 7, 1974 World Soccer 
action. Two S/Ss were iss 
official, which are almost 
all bought by a dealer in 

Printed in recess and 

90F, 100F, Horse Racing. A S/S 
!00F. 
Cup. 50, 74, 75, Players in 
ued, one official and one un-
impossible to get. They were 
Germany. So now Uruguay starts 

-SALES DEPARTMENT MOTES-
ARLO SCOGGIN, 1345 Sleepy Hollow, Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

WANTED - Customers who need Sports and Olympic Stamps. Want list ser­
vice for special selections is available for mint or used 
Sports and Olympic Stamps. 

WANTED - Sellers who have surplus material before 1950 and any spec­
ialized material. Have ready market. 

The Sales Department is handling all transactions within 72 hours 
after receipt. It is expected that circuit books can be sold within 
a six month period and settlement made to the seller. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Effective with this issue, George C. Kobylka, (President of K-Line 

Pub.) will assume responsibility for the printing and mailing of JSP. 

We all owe a vote of thanks to Marie and Bill Brecht for the more 
than 12 years of devotion and hard work that they have given the organ­
ization in printing and mailing of JSP. 

Back issues of JSP will be stocked by the editor, 
the mall will be replaced by the editor. 

Copies lost in 

Les Yerkes, the Chairman of the Nomination Committee, has come up 
with a fine slate of candidates for offices in the SPI. We ask that all 
members show their support of the organization by mailing the ballot to 
Les for tabulation. Nothing is ever asked of the general membership, 
but please show your support by voting for the candidates on the ballot 
in this issue. 

BECOME A LIFE MEMBER 
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AUCTION REGULATIONS 

RULES FOR SELLERS: 

1. Only SPI members in good standing are eligible to submit material for listing and 
sale. 

2. All material submitted shall be properly classified by the seller following a standard 
format. Stamp lots shall include the catalog numbers (Scott), catalog values, mint or used, 
and accurate description of condition (any defects shall be noted). Cover lots shall include 
a brief description of slogans, special cancels, cachets, backstamps, etc., and condition of 
the cover. The auction manager reserves the right to modify stated condition when necessary. 

3. The owner of each lot shall be clearly identified by the seller with his name, ad­
dress, and SPI membership number. 

4. A 20% commission will be deducted from the sale price of each lot sold. There are 
no fees charged for unsold lots. 

5. The auction manager, at his discretion, reserves the right to reject any material sub­
mitted for sale. 

6. Payment for lots sold will be made and unsold material will be returned to seller 
within 30 days following the closing date of the sale. 

TERMS OF SALE: 

1. All lots are sold to the highest bidder at a slight advance over the second highest 
bid. The right is reserved to withdraw any lot prior to the sale. Mailing and insurance 
charges are payable by the purchaser. 

2. Terms of sale are cash and all lots must be paid for within four days of receipt. 

3. Bidders who are not members of SPI will be notified of lots purchased and must 
remit before the lots are sent. 

4. Should a claim for error of description arise, such claim should be made within 
three days of receipt of lot. Claims made after that time cannot be considered. Lots de­
scribed as collections, mixtures, etc. are not returnable under any circumstances. 

5. No charges are made for executing bids. SPI is not responsible for bidder errors or 
omissions. 

6. SPI reserves the right to reject any bid believed not to have been made in good faith. 
Any bid not commensurate with the value of the offering may be rejected. 

7. On identical bids the earlier postmark will govern. 

8. The placing of a bid shall constitute full acceptance of the foregoing terms. 

++++++++++++++++++++CL0SING DATE; OCT, 30. 197^ 

Place all bids on a separate sheet of paper. All bids must be sent to: 

Mr. Olech W. Wyslotsky, 55 Glenwood Ave., East Orange, New Jersey 07017 



O L Y M P I C S T A M P S 

Auct ion 

Abbriviations: 

NH Never Hinged 
H Hinged 
HH Heavy Hinge 
MB Minimum Bid 
F Fine 
VF Very Fine 
CTO Cancel to Order 

Lot Country 

1 
2 
3 
k 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

U;;A 
II 

Great Britain 
" " Morocco 

Tangier 
II 

II 

II 

ii 
Oman 

Australia 
ti 

Bermuda 
Dubai 
II 

it 

Fujeira 
II 

Jordan 
it 

ti 

it 

it 

II 

II 

Maldive Islands 
II 

ii 

it 

Qatar 
II 

Scott # 

716, 718-19 
716 
II 

271-4 
95-8 
527-30 
II 

II 

27-30 

286 
288-91 
195 
43-52 
" SS 
43-52 
" Imperf. 
19-27 
II 

unlisted 
446-53 
II 

it g g 

446-53+SS 
476-83 
11 imperf. 
C29-34+SS 
it 

ti 

unlisted 
42-29 
»t 

139-46 
it 

" SS 
256-61 

37-41 
it 

unlisted 

Price Additional Information 

.93 Poor condit. 

.36 " " 2 copies 

.45 Horiz. strip of 3 used 
1.50 NH 
1.02 " 
1.25 " 
ti II 

5.00 " blocks of 4 
1.95 NH 

1.10 
1.90 
.25 

3.93 
4.00 " 
3.93 " 

8.60 " 
" bottom margins w. Olym Rin 

Grenoble Olym. 7 val. cplt 
2.83 NH 

II 

it 

2.83+" 
3.08 " 

NH 
it 

space overprint 
Mex. Olymp. 6 val.+SS 

1.93 NH 
it tt 

1.08 " 
it it 

tt 

1.56 " 
it tt 

12.75 

Pakistan 267-68 

Pre-Mex. Olym. 2 s t r 3+SS 
no SS 

,46 NH 
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43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
3k 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 

Sharjan 
it 

Knor Fakkan 

69-76+imperf+SS 
69-76+imperf 
3 val. unlisted 

all NH 
NH 

it it 

it tt ti 

Sudan 
it 

Albania 
tt 

Belgium 
Bulgaria 
ti 

N 

tt 

tt 

tl 

tt 

II 

Burundi 
it 

Cameroun 
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130-2 
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1.10 *' 

706-09+SS Imperf/Perf. 
754-63 Imperf NH 
" Perf. 2.80 • 
764 Perf/Imperf. 5-50 

NH 

140-02 
940-45 

used 
1.67 NH 
.75 CTO 

1.25 NH 113-18 
1317 2.00 " 
1366-71 1.10 " 
B27 1.75 " 
1387 .12 " 
1617-21 B31 .90 " 
101-10 4.28 " 
" imperf. " 
403-04 C49 C49A 11.10 NH 
C20-23+C23A 12.90 NH 
C18A 5.75 " 
C40-41 1.95 " 
Cl 6.00 " 
C20-23 5.65 " 
C23A 5.75 " 
0411-16 C416A3.50 " 
747-49 1.35 " 
1220-22 2.95 " 
1296-1302 3.09 " 
1415-16 .60 " 
241-43 2.65 " 
C85-88 4.40 " 
474-78/C97-9 2.03 " 
" " top 1. corner mar. NH 
'* souv. 10.00 4 diff. perf. imperf. NH 
479-83/C100-2 2.08 NH 
484-88/0103-05 3.92 NH Pairs 
501-05/C106-08 imperf. NH 
525-29/0115-17 1.56 NH 
" imperf. prs. NH 
B34-38/CB21-23 2.08 NH 
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505-11 
646-49 
B110-13 
tt 
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817 
969 
" blk of 
1176 

-4 

4 

1.02 NH 
3.65 510&511 blocks of 4 NH 
.90 NH 
.69 " 

tt it 

10.15 LH 
" HH 
4.50 NH 
1.00 " 
.25 " 

1.00 " 
.30 " 
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