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Since the developement of the aqualung by Jacques Yves Cousteau 
and Emile Cagnan in 19^2, people have thought of diving as something 
new. The fact is that from earliest times man has sought to penetrate 
the vast and alien underwater world. Ancient Romans and Greeks dove 
to recover sponges, pearls, coral, and even sunken cargoes. Under­
water demolition was not unheard of either. Attempts at scuttling 
wooden hulled vessels by boring holes underwater during a busy battle 
was not beyond the ancient underwater demolition team strategy. 

The diving bell invented by Sturmius in 1678, utilized the prin­
ciple that air would be trapped inside of the inverted dome when low­
ered into the water. A diver could from time to time duck under the 
inverted bell to take a breath while recovering valuables such as lost 
anchors, bullion, jewels, cannon, and even ivory and rare woods. 

The invention of SCUBA halted the many interruptions of having to 
return to the diving bell for a breath. Along with SCUBA came the 
sophisticated rubber swim fins first patented by the French in 1920, 
the single lense face mask credited to the Japanese in the late 1920's 
and a rubber snorkel copied from Leonardo da Vinci's early sketches. 
The original snorkel was a long tube made from leather and supported 
by a cork float. The snorkel was attached to an underwater mask 
equipped' with exterior spikes for protection against the unknown mon­
sters of the deep. 

There have been many stamps depicting skin and SCUBA diving issued 
since the early 1960*s promoting tourism and international underwater 
spear fishing contests. Nicaragua issued a commemorative set of stamps 
in connection with the Olympics, one of which showed spearfishing, 
even though diving has never been an event in the Olympics. 

There have been a number of special cancellations authorized to 



commemorate or advertise spearflshing contests and events. See the 
prepared listing of cancels at the end of this article. There are 
probably many more but this is all I have in my possession at the time 
of the publication of this article. 

The French have been very active in the continuation of the de­
velopement, experimenting, and exploring of the seas, mainly under the 
direction of Jacques Cousteau. The U.S. Navy, National Geographic, 
Magazine, and the national television networks have given their finan­
cial support to Cousteau's work. See an example of this work depicted 
on the Monaco stamp issued Dec. 12, 1966, showing Precontinent III 
underwater station and divers. 

Thus has been the developement of diving from the earliest un­
sophisticated attempts, to the present state where it is a sport en­
joyed by countless enthusiasts. 

DIVING CHECKLIST 

Afars & Issas, C52 
Antigua, 207 
Bahamas, 1̂ 9 
Barbados, 357 
Bermuda, 23^-237 
Brazil, 1076 
British Solomon Is. 184 
Cayman Is. 194 
Chill, 403-^ 
Cuba, SG711 

^pminica, 253 
#Lji, 230 
Finland, B177 
France, 1300 
French Po lynes i a , C37, C52, C53, 

C57. C58 
Gibraltar, 230 

Jamaica, 230 
Japan, 724 
Maldive Islands, 109-116 
Monaco, 521, 52k, 6k5 
Montserrat, 197 
Nicaragua, C525t C555 
New Caldonia, 319* C31 
Netherland Antilles, B48 
Panama, SG989 
Philippines, 386 
Russia, 2263, 3^91 
St. Thomas & Prince Is. 379 
Turks & Caicos Is. 109, 166 
u.s., 1315 
Wallis & Futuna Is., Cl6 
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1. U.S.A. Meter cancel. Diving flag. Cancel in red and purple. 
2. French Polynesia. Hand cancel F.D. Commemorating the World Spear-

fishing Championship. Cancel in black. 
3. Spain. 1st World Congress of Water Activities held in Barcelona, 

Spain. 3-13 to 3-17. I960. Cancel in black. 
k. Italy. First Sicilian Championship Underwater Fishing Contest 

held at Catania on Sept. 9. 195^. Cancel in black. 
5. Italy. Underwater Spearfishing Championships held in Palermo, Fil 

icudi and Ustica 19-23 Aug. I960. Cancel In purple. 
6. New Caledonia. F.D. cancel July 2, 1962 commemorating Spearfish­

ing Championships. Cancel in black. 
7. Jugoslavia. Commemorating Underwater Spearfishing Championship 

for the 6th Cup of the Cities. Cancel in black. 
8. Brazil. Spearfishing Championships in Rio de Janero 6-7 Dec. 1963 

Cancel in black. 
9. Jugoslavia. Commemorating the Sixth International New Years Cup, 

12-31, 1965. 
10. Jugoslavia. 2nd Winter National Underwater Spearfishing Champion­

ships held in Mali Losinj, 12-31-66. Cancel in black. 
11. Italy. 2nd Spearfishing Championship held at Catania 7-9-1955. 

Cancel in red. 
12. U.S.A. Meter cancel. SCUBA Diver. Cancel in red & purple. 
13. Same as #5. Cancel in green. 
Ik. Russia. F.D. Cancel. Sept. 3-7, 1968. Cancel in black. 
15. U.S.A. First flight cover from Spearflsh, S. Dak. CAM 35. April 

17, 1938. Cancel in purple. Also Spearflsh, S. Dak. flag cancel 
on front of cover. 

16. Netherlands Antilles. Used as a first day cancel for B68-71 10-
Nov. 1965. Cancel in red and black. 

(Editor's Note: A k8 page photocopy of Ed»s award winning collection, 
which this article is based on, is available on load to any member who 
provides postage to the editor.) 

BECOME A LIFE MEMBER 

*.'.r\r±; «;•..• 

FEATURING SPORTS, OLYMPIC & SCOUT MATERIAL 

1973-74 CATALOGUE OF SPORTS, OLYMPICS & SCOUTS $2.50 (PLUS POSTAGE) 

IMPERF. -VARlETIES-DeLUXE MINIATURE SHEETS 
-ARTISTS PROOFS & MULTICOLOR ESSAYS 

SPECIALIZING IN FRANCE SINCE 1924 

HENRI TRACHTENBERG 
B.R 49 94202 IVRY/SEIINE FRANCE 



-SALES DEPARTMENT NOTES-
ARLO SCOGGIN, 1345 Sleepy Hollow, Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

WANTED - Customers who need Sports and. Olympic Stamps. Want list ser­
vice for special selections is available for mint or used 
Sports and Olympic Stamps. 

WANTED - Sellers who have surplus material "before 1950 and any spec­
ialized material. Have ready market. 

The Sales Department is handling all transactions within 72 hours 
after receipt. It is expected that circuit books can be sold within 
a six month period and settlement made to the seller. 

Philatelic Potpourri 
—by the Editorial Staff-

Noted in a recent press release by the Canadian Post Office, "all 
over Canada, while professional athletes train for the Games." This 
press release pertains to the Olympic Games stamps....Idltarod Inter­
national Sled Dog Race cachet with cancel at Anchorage, Alaska, back-

• tamped at Nome, Alaska. The covers were carried by dog sled over 
b^9 in a race. Available from, Postmaster, Customer Services, Anchor­

age, Alaska 99502. Two cachets for $1. with a self-addressed, stamped 
return envelope....An innovation in the Canadian Olympic stamps. The 
se-tenant quartet used a new printing technique which produces a la­
tent image of the Olympic Games symbol. The image is visible only 
when the stamps are viewed at an angle against a light source. Another 
silly gimlc. We can see collectors around the world holding their al­
bums at an angle to see the symbol!!....There is a constant plate var­
iety in the U.S. 64 Olympic stamp issued in 1972. The red Olympic Ring 
appearing in the 43rd stamp of the sheet and occurs only in the upper 

WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIP 
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left pane position with the red plate number 33313. This has been 
verified by the Bureau of Engraving which was caused by a plate defect 
....The Principality of Thomond has issued a "stamp" for the World Ski 
Championship held in Falsen, Sweden, 16-24 Feb. 197^. The "stamp" 
printed in black on yellow paper, Imperf. and measures 5«5cm by 8.5cm. 
The first five (5) members sending a sae to Joe Schirmer will get the 
extra copies he has. Address on page k. The Feb. 197^ issue of Skin 
Diver magazine has two pages devoted to all designs depicting skin 
divers on stamps....K-Line Pub. has issued a niffty set of album pages 
commemorating the 500th birthday of Copernicus. Write to K-Line for 
further info, address on back page....For balloon cachets, send ten 
addressed and stamped covers to Mrs. David Ward, 911 W. Lacy, Pales­
tine, TX 75801. The cachet charge Is 10^ per cover....Did you know 
that the World Championship Sled Dog Derby is held annually in Laconia, 
N.H. The race is sponsored by the Lakes Region Sled Club. The race 
is a 60-mile endurance contest run in three 20-mile heats on sucess-
slve days during the fourth week each Feb. The racing started in La­
conia in 1929 through 1937 and was revived In 1956. A special slogan 
postmark is used each Feb. at Laconia....Rhinelander, WI 5^501, an­
nually uses a slogan cancel for the International Snowmobile Marathon 
during Jan. and Feb. This year the slogan was changed to "Hodag Cross/ 
Country Marathon/January 11-13, 197k.i This is another slogan that is 
used year after year. Any member who knows of sport slogans that are 
used year to year are asked to report to the editor....Panama, Scott 
RA62, Issued on Jan. 22, 1973 for the 7th Bolivian Sports Games has a 
plate variety. The 3rd ring from the left in the 6-ring symbol is 
broken quite clearly. Joe Schirmer has several copies and wonders if 
this Is a constant variety or a plate flaw....The Newest Olympics 
Postage Stamps & Coin Catalogue 1973, by Dr. H. Sasaki is available at 
$7.00 via sea mail. Order from Kania Stamp Co., Ltd., C.P.O. Box 580, . 
Osaka, Japan....Chuckle of the year - The APO Philatelic Bureau, TAT 
House, Amendsen HBR, 2000 DPCR Mevu (where ever that is!) handles the 
" stamps" of the following "countries": Principality of Thomond, All-
Antarctic Liberation League, Chile (Popular Front Govt.), Queen Maud 
Land, Mevu, International Antl-SST League, Imprissioned Spanish Free­
dom Fighters, Mevu Island Costal & Island Territories in West Antarc­
tica, People's Democracy World Movement,.South Mevu, Waikoa Island and 
a few others....The U.S. 84 Olympic stamp issued in 1972 has a known 
variety color shift. This is known as the "yellow man out of sled." 
No other information available on this variety to date....The National 
Association of Professional Bureaucrats (NATAPROBU) held their finals 
in their "Olympics" in Washington, D.C. during Feb. The "sporting" 
events were: flngertapping, foot shuffling, red tape cutting, mumb­
ling, filing, office exiting, paper shuffling, and organogramming. 
This tid-bit was sent in by Joe Schirmer. We thought this would make 
a nice closing remark for this column. May our typewritter keys Jam up 
if Joe sends in official results of this event!!!! 

ED VEBELL DESIGNS U.S. STAMPS 

by Jeffrey Tishman 

(Editor's note: This article is being reprinted from American Fencing, 
official organ of the Amateur Fencers League of America. Jeffery 
Tishman (SPI 83^) is a feature writer for American Fencing.) 

Ed Vebell, noted illustrator from Westport, Conn., and former 
Martini-Rossi Epee Champion, has been selected by the U.S. Postal ser-



processing of mall in a city post office 

Ed Vebell's 1968 design for the stamp saluting 
the Elk's "Support Our Youth" campaign. 

Ed Vebell and his wife, Elsa 

-ir.-rr^-r. 1-in.o YniiTn-bpr o f p o s t a g e s t a m p s d e s i g n e d b y This brings to eleven the jumper oi P°B * l k , £ «S u p p o l . t our Vebell; who in 1968 created th« ^tamp saluting the Elk s P P m 

Youth" Program. Vebell s w o ^ ' j { Jfl
 e ^ ! a ^ s over the las t th i r ty themes, has appeared In many national ^ z l n e s ov s t s 

years; including Sports I I 1 " 8 * * * * ^ ' Heritage. In 1962, he wrote 
Afield, The Headers Digest. ! £ * ^ i c a n ^ * g ^ n c * n g . y j£ h a s o o n -

^ S f t f E S ^ K S . ^ ' S S l . t . on a l l aspects of sports . 

.^?SS. Med ^S^^^^ ^ Sf^St" 
alternate for the team in both 1956 and i960. 

I„ the f i r s t Pan American Games in 1951, he.placed third in the 
individual epee final ^ * « n

t l f ? ^ h S J e r I S rd ?n the 1952 U.S. three times Metropolitan jpee t i t l e -ho iaer an w a s a t 

S ^ ^ S S S I ? 1 ! ^ w i S heP°^amef * & f i r sAmer lcan to win 
the epee championship. 

• M . 1 1 - w ^ ^ E l - 1 . also ' ^ ^ { ^ ^ i K ; 

group ?SHt he helped establish nineteen years ago. 

* # * * * 

REVIEWS 
The following two reviews are by Jeffery 
Tishman and first appeared in American 
Fencing and are reprinted by permission. 

# e Little Known Olympic Sport., edited hy Dr Harvey M. Jeesup. p^r 

St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. Price is $2.95-

This book is a compilation of fourteen articles on various Olympic 

8 



sports that appeared from 1971 to 1972 in the Journal of Health, Phy­
sical Education and Recreation of the AAHPER. Illustrated. 

Olympism, produced by the International Olympic Committee, 56pp, soft-
cover. Available from the International Olympic Committee, Chateau de 
Vldy, Lausanne, Switzerland. Price is $4.00. 

This book contains an outstanding, frequently illustrated history of 
the Olympic Movement from ancient times to modern; with special port­
ions to cover the Olympic Oath, the torch procession, the various 
awards, the International Olympic Academy, and the Olympic Museum.Many 
historical and rarely seen photographs appear, including one showing 
the first man to take the Olympic Oath - Victor Boin, a Belgian epee-
ist. 

* * * * # 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 
LIFE MEMBERS 

L-7 - Brian V. Kelly, 210 Pinewood Dr., Schenectady, NY 12303 
L-8 - John La Porta, 360k S. Home Ave., Berwyn, 111. 60402 

NEW MEMBERS 

#871 - Steven Vantine, 93 Regal St., Hellisten, MA 01746 (0:SS) 
#872 - Paul Karney, 1620 Avenue I, Brooklyn, NY 11230 (GS:.AE) 
#873 - Paulo DeMaria, 9 Manitou Way, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 (GS:C,SS, 

PH) 
#874 - Paul Portugais, kk5 Laurentlen Blvd., St. Laurent, Quebec 

H4M218 Canada (0:ES,P,E,SS) 
#875 - William Nathans, 50 Allen Drive, Wayne, NJ 07^70 (0:C,SS) 
#876 - Mrs. Karyn Katz, 909 East 29 St., Brooklyn, NY 11210 
#877 - Carl A. Ollick, 1605 Onondaga Ave., Lakewood, OH kkl07 (GS) 

REINSTATEMENT 

#731 - Chauncey A. Morehouse, 531 Westview Ave., State College, PA 
16801 (GS:SS) 

#777 - Alvare Trucchi, Via S. Nilo 18, Grettaferrata, Italy 1-00046 
(0,Winter Games;AE) 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#51 - George Aulbach, 4338 Valleyfield Dr., San Antonio, TX 78222 
#714 - Edwin H. Mosler, Jr., Statler Hilton Hotel, Suite 600A, 

Seventh Ave. at 33rd St., New York, NY 10001 
#828 - Robert Nuffer, 30 Habersham, Ft. Steward, GA 31313 

DECEASED 

#48 - John Rutherford 

DROPPED - NON-PAYMENT OF DUES 

#333 - Carl R. Barnes * #77^ - John M. Kelly #810 - Gary K. Olsen 
#732 - Robert B. Long #806 - James W. Pass 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS - JAMES B. YARWOOD 

27P Zip Code should read 45365 
^&7 Anderson, Alf - Bildvadersgatan 37, 417 30 Goteborg, Sweden 
^FB9 Besme should be Bezme 
110 Billmeier middle initial should be F. 
642 Blakely Change Box 282 %o 5115 Holden St. 
696 Brenes Change Nanzano to Manzano 
216 Bura Change Warszawa 25 to 02-611 Warsaw 
84l Campbell Change 203h St. to 20th St. 
281 Carol Change Mexico 7 to Mexico 12. 
628 Cirka Change address to Route 1, Edna Dr. Grand Island, NB 68801 
55 Fogel Change address to 2435 N. Orchard St., Chicago, IL 6o6l4 
558 Grevett Change Sydney to NSW 2022 
50 Gullck Change state from MN to ME 
191 Harlock Change Street from 302 Highland Rd to 290 Belmont Ave. 
770 Correct spelling is Houghtalin 
L-l Zip Code should be 17601 
547 Howard Insert 'Alma Terrace* before 139 London St. 
147 Jeger Corrected spelling 
395 Kelly Change number to L-7 
330 Kremer, Change address to 8712 W. Stark St. and Zip to 53225 
825 Louis, Jeff - 635 Clark St., Upland, CA 91786 
92 Mizue, Paul - 610 University Ave., Honolulu, HI 96814 
9 Norgard, Chris - The Terrace #14, 3688 First Ave., San Diego, CA 

92103 
810 Olsen Add Suite 513 before city 
806 Pass, James W. - Box A, Lockhart, SC 29364 
^32 Bidder Middle initial B. 
^bl Rindshoj Change number to L-6 
758 Rock, Stephen K - 13649 Silver Lake Dr., Poway, CA 92064 
L-4 Schirmer, Joseph E. - Hudson Towers, 7300 Blvd. East, North Bergen 

NJ 07047 
472 Schumann Change Apt # to H 
697 Stolk Change street to de Kievit 9 
38 Taylor, D. - 120 Rotonda Circle, Rotonda West, FL 33947 
21 Van Fossen Change Zip to 43221 
476 Voss Change street to 1313 2nd Main 
838 Warren, Address 82 - 4th Artillery Rd., Ft. Leavenworth, KS 66027 
89 Weber Change Zip to 7^105 
62 Wendler Add Zip 52240 
L-5 Yarowwd Change to Yarwood and change Zip to 61111 

At Jerusalem '73 Morris Rosen (SPI 119) was awarded a Bronze-Sil­
ver medal for his "Olympic Games 1896-1940." Also Barb de Viollni (SPI 
69) received a Bronze for her "Soccer In the Olympic Games." 

A 1 E & A D E D C D A I I D C C Bourse rates are 2c per word with name 
nrlClVlDCKad D v U n j E Q n d address free. Send ad and remit­

tance to the, editor. For payment under 
$1.00, please send mint commems. Address and closing dates on page 4. 

Rex Haggett, 27 Meadow Close, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire, 
England CV37 9PJ (SPI 658). 

«ING PONG POSTMARKS", an illustrated limited edition catalogue obtain-
le from the author, price $3 (including seamail postage). Send dol­

lar bills or If check add $1 for collection charge. 
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