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STAMPS WITH FIVE RINGS 

Paolo De Maria 

Sooner or later you will find that stamps have covered the sub­
ject closest to your heart whether It is In your hobby or your profes­
sion. Before you know It you will find yourself collecting and spe­
cializing in some subject. Philately compliments a person's interests. 
In my case it compliments my interests in sports. 

I have been swimming longer that I have been collecting stamps. 
Naturally, I started collecting stamps about various sports. Later I 
narrowed the field of interest to the "Olympics". In investigating 
the subject I found and learned many interesting facts concerning the 
origin of the Games and the date and location on which they were held. 

It all started in Greece. Every four years the best male athletes 
from each Greek city convened at the foot of Mount Olympus. There they 
competed with each other guided by the highest standards of conduct 
and moral judgement. The pictorial records of those early Games has 
reached us on vases, bronzes and other artifacts. The old Hellenic 
Games are now shrouded in the mist of legend, but they were celebrated 
for nearly 1200 hears, until 39k A.D. when they were abolished by 
Emperor Theodosius. Many attempts were made to revive the games. None 
succeded until 1896 through the efforts of Baron de Coubertin. This 
Frenchman devoted his lifetime and wealth to this effort. 

A pictorial history of the old as well as the Modern Olympiads 
can be found on stamps from many countries. The following list of 
dates and cities which hosted Olympic Games is taken from a souvenir 
sheet issued by the Cook Islands. 

I I896 Athens 
II 1900 Paris 
III 190^ St. Louis 
IV 1908 London 
V 1912 Stockholm 
VII 1920 Antwerp 

VIII 192*4- Paris 
IX 1928 Amsterdam 
X 1932 Los Angeles 
XI 1936 Berlin 
XIV 19^8 London 
XV 1952 Helsinki 

XVI 1956 Melbourne 
XVII I960 Rome 
XVIIII96k Tokyo 
XIX 1968 Mexico City 
XX 1972 Munich 

Each time countries large and small competed in the printing of 
colorful stamps, souvenir sheets and cacheted covers. Some of them 



issued stamps commemorating the Games even though they were not repre-* 
sented by a team. In such cases their stamps are of questionable value 
to collectors. 

The 1972 
A total of 12 
purb Olympic 
this occasion 
the privilege 
events of the 
the terrorist 
disrupted the 
create. 

"Olympiad" in Munich had teams entered by 126 countries. 
,000 athletes participated in the competitions. The su-
Park built by the Germans at a cost of $750,000,000 for 
is reproduced on a souvenir sheet. Germany was given 
of hosting the XX Games to make up for the embarassing 
one held in Berlin in 1936. Unfortunately the attack by 
s on the Israeli athletes and the loss of eleven of them 
happy atmosphere that the Germans had worked so hard to 

Every stamp about the Olympic Games carries the five inter-locked 
rings, symbol of the five continents. Let us hope that Inspired by 
this design, the youth of the world and the athletes participating in 
the Olympiads to come, succede in keeping the Games a brotherly com­
petition as they so greatly deserve. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Elsewhere in this issue you will see an article by Paolo DeMaria. 

This article was entered in the Philatelic Literature section at the 
National Junior Exhibition held in Stroudsburg last April. He was 
awarded a Silver medal for the article and his Olympic stamp exhibit al­
so took a Silver. This young man is only nine years old. I thought you 
micht like to see what this young group is doing—look to your laurels-
-they are well able to take over from us. 

Bob Bruce and I have had a great many letters from people who are 
Interested in Bicycle Racing on stamps, all of whom have been sent 
an application to join SPI. We need someone who has an interest in this 
field of collecting to take over and coordinate their activities with 
the aim of doing a specialized listing of the subject, much like Bob 
has done for Basketball and Les Yerkes for Tennis. (Ed. note: we have 
not published anything on the Tennis by Les Yerkes to date.) Bob has 
sent them his "Bicycle checklist", taken from his handbook but I would 
like someone to take it on from here. We can always use as many new 
members as we can get and here is an entire group, -about 20,who with a 
little effort on our part can be brought into the fold. Come on now, 
somebody offer their help to these people and to me. 

There will be an International Exhibition in Mexico City in Oct. 
of 197^. I will again be one of the U.S. Commissioners so plan on get­
ting that exhibit off the drawing board and on to pages and let me en­
ter it in Mexico. Being under FIAF regulations, the FIP "forbidden 
issue" list will apply but this presents no problem, as once you enter, 
they will send you a copy of the list. Let's show these people we can 
take home all of the medals like we did in 1970 at SPORTMEX. 
know if you are interested in being sent a prospectus. 

Let me 

Sign Up a New Member! 



NEW ISSUE COLUMN 
BARBARA WILLIAMS de VIOLINI 

INDIA 

BELGIUM May 14, 1973. 60th Anniversary of the International 
Workers Sporting Society. 4.50F, Athlete and Flag. 
Designed by Laumers. Printed in heliogravure in a 
quantity of 10,500,000. 

BRAZIL April 19, 1973. Latin Cup Swimming Meet, Rio, April 
18-24. 40, Swimmer. 

FINLAND July 18, 1973. World Paddling Championships, Kaukajarvi 
July 26-29. 60mh, Hands and paddle. Designed by Torsten 
Ekstrom. Quantity, 3,000,000. 
June 4, 1973. 50th Anniversary of "24 Hours at Le Mans" 
60F, Racing car and timing devices. Designed 8. Engraved 
by Georges Betemps. Printed by French Stamp Printers. 
March 30, 1973. 6.50dr, Wrestlers, from a Fresco found 
at Thera, Santorim Island. Designed by P. Gravalos. 
Quantity, 500,000. 
May 15, 1973. 15th Anniversary of the Indian Mountain­
eering Foundation and the 20th Anniversary of the 1st 
Ascent of Mt. Everest. 20p, Mountains. Printed in 
photogravure by the India Security Press in a quantity 
of 1,000,000. 

KENYA July 10, 1973. 24th World Scout Conference, Nairobi. 
40$, Scouts; 70$, Baden-Powells grave at Nyeri, Kenya; 
1.50, Scout Emblem; 2.50, Baden-Powell. Designed by Mrs. 
Rena Fennessy. Printed in Lithography byrHarrison & Sons 

KHMERE (CAMBODIA) May 18, 1973. Olympic Winners, Munich. 900r, Mark 
Spitz; 900r, H. Rosendahl. S/S of the 2. Imperfs exist. 
Quantity; 3,200 Perf-2,800 Perf S/S- 1,000 Imperf & S/S. 

•KOREA May 23, 1973. 32nd W0rld Table Tennis Championships. 
lOw, Player. The Korean women won all 8 of their matches 
Designed by Chun Hwan Kang. Quantity, 1,500,000. 

MALI May 21, 1973. 50th Anniversary of "24 hours at Le Mans" 
50F, 1930 Bentley & Alfa Romero; 100F, 1953 Talbot & 
Jaguar; 200F, 1972 Porsche & Matra. 

MALI June 4, 1973. Boy Scouts. 50, 70, 80, 1.30, 2.70, 
scenes portraying Scout activities. 

NAURU July 25, 1973. 8$, Catching Flying Fish; 10<(:, Nauruan 
Ball Game, Itsibweb; 15tj;, Wrestling. Designed by M. 
Demauna and printed in lithography by Format International 

PERSIA April 13, 1973. 15th Asian Youth Soccer Tournament, 
Tehran, April 13-27. 14R, Emblem. 

PERU May 26, 1973. 1st Festival of Basketball, 5/14-29. 
5.00, 20.00, Basketball basket; Quantity 300,000. Printed 
in offset by Grafica Sanmarti. 

POLAND May 21, 1973. 50th Anniversary of the Polish Hunting 
Association & the International Hunting Congress. 
50gr, l.OOzl, l,50zl 2,70zl, 3.00zl, 4.50zl, 4.90zi, 
5.00zl, various animals. Designed by L. Konarski. 

RUSSIA March 14, 1973. 50th Anniversary of the Sporting Society 
of the Central Soviet Red Army. 4k, Athlete and Emblem. 

RUSSIA March 14, 1973. World and Eupopean Ice Hocky Champion­
ship. 10k, Players; 50k, S/S, Same, changed colors. 

RUSSIA May 20, 1973. Opening of Sports Stadium. 4k, Emblem & 
Runner, Skier, Speed Skater & Athlete. Designer, P. 
Bendel* 
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SPORTS & OLYMPICS 
NEW ISSUE LIST EVERY MONTH 

WANT LIST FILLED, WE BREAK SETS 

TO SELL YOU THE STAMP YOU NEED! 

Try our NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

to make sure you get all 

Sports & Olympic stamps issued. 
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ROLAND RINDSHOJ 
SPORT STf lmPS 

P. 0 . BOX 487 
SOUTH LAGUIMA, 
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Handbook Of Basketball Stamps 
- Bob Bruce -

Section Sixteen 

1972, February. Iraq. 4th Pan-Arab Schoolboy Games, Baghdad. Un­
wmkd; P 13i; designed by Younis Mohammed Al-Abdulla; lithography 
by Thomas de la Rue, London. 

309. 95f multicolored (six players in Jump ball situation)(25,000) 

Sc 620; Min 1028; Gi 676; Mi ; Yt 645 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: Nov. 17, 1971 (Gi), February, 1972 (Min) 
March, 1972 (Sc). 

1972, February. Iraq. 4th Pan-Arab Schoolboy Games, Baghdad. Un­
wmkd; P 13i; souvenir sheet (192 x 145 mm.—Min, 193 x 145 mm.— 
Yt) containing one each of No. 309 and Sc 616, 617, 618, and 619, 
inscribed "Pan Arab Games for Schoolboys Bagdad 1971", simulated 
perforations; designed by Younis Mohammed Al-Abdulla; lithography 
by Thomas de la Rue, London. 

310. 95f multicolored (six players in Jump ball istuation)(10,000) 

Sc 620a; Min 1029; Gi MS677; Mi ; Yt Bl 21 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: Nov. 17, 1971 (Gi), February, 1972 (Min) 
March, 1972 (Sc). (b) Sold for 200f. 

1972, April 17. Jugoslavia. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-
Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 12£ (Gi and Mi), 12£ x 12 (Sc), 13 x 
125 (Min); designed by Peter Jakelic; lithography and letter­
press in sheets of nine by State Mint, Belgrade. 

311. 1.251 multicolored (lay-up shot under opponent)(1,410,000) 

Sc 1094; Min 1737; Gi 1491; Mi 1452; Yt 1335 

Notes: (a) Basketball results of 20th Olympic Games: (1) Russia. 
(2) United States, (3) Cuba, (4) Italy, (5) Jugoslavia, (6) 
Puerto Rico, (7) Brazil, and (8) Czechoslovakia. 

1972, May 5. Equatorial Guinea. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 
26-Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 13 (Min), 13* (Mi); lithography by 
State Mint, Madrid. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games and Olympic rings, plus 
312. 3p multicolored (four basketball players)(15,000) 

a. Imperforate (5,000) 

Sc — ; Min 611; Gi ; Mi 95 (103—Imperforate); Yt 19(c) 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 

1972, .May 19. Honduras. 150th anniversary of independence. Unwmkd: 
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P 13 (Sc and Gi), 13i (Min and Mi); lithography by Lito Mala, Por­
to. 

313. 40jtf multicolored (ruins of Oopan) 

Sc 0516; Min 1019; Gi 757; Mi 794; Yt 480 

1972, May 19. Honduras. 150th anniversary of independence. Unwmkd; 
P 13 (Sc and Gi), 13* (Min and Mi); souvenir sheet (114 x 103 mm.-
Sc, 122 x 110 mm.—Min and Yt, 122 x 111 mm.—Gi) containing one 
each of No. 313 and Sc C508, 0513, and 0515; lithography by Lito 
Mala, Porto. 

314. 40^ multicolored (ruins of Oopan) 

Sc 0516a; Min 1026; Gi MS761c; Mi Bl 22; Yt $1 20 

1972, June 6. Bhutan. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 
1972. Unwmkd; P 13t; photogravure by Heraclio Fournier, Vitorla. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
315. lOch multicolored (native player catching ball)(9,000) 

a. Imperforate (2,000) 
316. 7nu multicolored (same as No. 315)(9,000) 

a. Imperforate (2,000) 

Sc — ; Min 475, 482; Gi — ; Mi 514, 521; Yt 380, A118 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, June 6, Bhutan. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 
1972. Unwmkd; P 13i; souvenir sheet (109 x 129 mm.) containing 
one each of No. 316 and Min 480 and 481; photogravure by Heraclio 
Fournier, Vitoria. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
317. 7nu multicolored (native player catching ball)(4,500) 

Sc — ; .Min 483; Gi — ; Mi 521 in Bl 51; Yt Bl 46 

Note8: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, June 8. Afars and Issas. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-
Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 13: designed and engraved by 0. Jume-
let; recess printed by French Stamp Printing Office, Perigeaux 

Olympic rings, plus 
318. lOfr lilac-carmine/lilac-black/brown-black (defensive player 

blocking Jump shot) 
a. Imperforate (Trachtenberg) 

Sc 066; Min 608; Gi 399; Mi 69; Yt 69 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, June 10. China (Red). 10th anniversary of Mao's Edict on Phy­
sical Culture. Unwmkd; P 11; photogravure by State Printing of-
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fice, Peking. 

319. 8f multicolored (player making right-handed lay-up) 

Sc 1093; Min 2236; Gi 2277; Ml ; Yt 1846 

1972, June 20. Cape Verde. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-
Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 14 (Ml and Yt), 14 x 13* (Sc, Min, and 
Gi); designed by Alberto Cutileiro; lithography by National Print­
ery, Porto. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
320. 4e multicolored (woman defensive player blocking hook pass) 

(800,000) 

Sc 361; Min 413; Gi 426; Mi 365; Yt 365 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, July. Qatar. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 
1972. Unwmkd; P 13fc (Min and Gi), 13i x 13 (Sc); lithography by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson and Company, London. 

Olympic rings, plus 
321. 5d multicolored (hand, basketball, basket, and net) 

Sc 307; Min 377; Gi 383; Mi ; Yt 175(e) 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: June, 1972 (Sc), July, 1972 (Min and 
Gi). (b) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see 
Note 311a above. 

1972, July. Qatar. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 
1972. Unwmkd; imperforate; souvenir sheet (148.5 x 107 mm.--Sc, 
150 x 107 mm.—Min, 150 x 108 mm.—Gi) containing one each of No. 
321 and Sc 303, 304, 305, 306, and 308, black marginal inscription 
including Olympic rings and torch, simulated perforation; litho­
graphy by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Company, London. 

Olympic rings, plus 
322. 5d multicolored (same as No. 321) 

Sc 308a; Min 381; Gi MS387; Mi ; Yt Bl 4 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: June, 1972 (Sc), July, 1972 (Min and 
Gi). (b) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see 
Note 311a above. 

1972, July 22. Senegal. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 13i (Min), 14 (Gi and Mi), 14 x 13§ (Sc); de­
signed by Oscar Bonnevalle; photogravure. 

Olympic rings, plus 
323. lOOfr multicolored (defensive player blocking Jump shot) 

a. Imperforate 

Sc C66; Min 608; Gi 399; Mi 69; Yt 69 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
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311a above. 

1972, July 27. Sharjah. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 10*; lithography. 

Olympic rings and emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
324. 2r multicolored (player beginning lay-up shot) 

Sc — ; Min 850; Gi — ; Mi ; Yt 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, August 2. Australia. 12th World Congress on Rehabilitation. 
Unwmkd; P 13 x 13* (Gi), 13* (Min and Mi), 13* x 13 (Sc), 13* x 14 
(Yt); designed by Note Printing Branch, Reserve Bank of Australia; 
photogravure by Reserve Bank of Australia, Melbourne. 

325« 24£ ochre-brown/cobalt (boy in Toronto brace playing basket­
ball) 

Sc 525; Min 625; Gi 516; Mi 497; Yt 468 

1972, August 17. United Arab Republic (Egypt). 20th Olympic Games, 
Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 1972. Wmkd multiple eagle! P 11 (Min 
and Gi), 111 (Mi and Yt), 11* x 11 (Sc); photogravure in sheets of 
fifty by Postal Authority Press, Cairo. 

Olympic rings and emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
326. 20m dark rose-carmine/blue-violet (stylized basketball play­

ers )(100,000) 

Sc 923; Min 1308; Gi 1155; Mi 572; Yt 897 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: Aug. 7, 1972 (Min), Aug. 17, 1972 (Sc, 
Gi, and Ml). (b) For basketball results of 20th Olympic 
Games, see Note 311a above. 

1972, August 17. Equatorial Guinea. Various Olympic winners. Un­
wmkd; P 9* x 10; embossed and lithography on gold foil. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
327. 200p + 25P multicolored (three players in Jump ball situa­

tion) 
Sc ; Min 682; Gi ; Mi ; Yt 

1972, August 18. Germany. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 14; designed by Gerta Haller; lithography 
(Sc, Min, and Mi), photogravure (Gi) by Federal Printing Office, 
Berlin 

Olympic rings, plus 
328. 30pf • lOpf multicolored (two stylized players Jumping for 

ball) 

Sc 490b; Min 1949; Gi 1625; Mi 735; Yt 589 

Notes: (a) Surcharge for the Foundation for the Promotion of the 
Olympic Games, (b) Also printed in booklet format (2 x 2). 
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(c) For basketball results of the 20th Olympic Games, see 
.Note 311a above. 

1972, August 18. Germany. 20th Olympic Games, Munioh, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 14; souvenir sheet (110 x 65 mm.—Sc, 111 x 
66 mm.—Min and Mi, 112 x 66 mm.—Yt, 112 x 67 mm.—Gi) containing 
one each of No. 32o and Sc 490a, 490c, and 490d; designed by Greta 
Haller; lithography (Sc, Min, and Mi), photogravure (Gi) by Feder­
al Printing Office, Berlin. 

Olympic rings, plus 
329. 30pf + lOpf multicolored (same as No. 328) 

Sc B490a-d; Min 1952; Gi MS1628; Mi 735 in Bl 8; Yt Bl 7 

Notes: (a) Surcharge for the Foundation for the Promotion of the 
Olympic Games. (b) Also printed in booklet format (2 x 2). 
(c) For basketball results of the 20th Olympic Games, see 
Note 311a above. 

1972, August 25. Dominican Republic. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, 
Aug. 26-Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 12*; lithography by Litografia 
Ferrua and Brothers. 

Olympic rings, plus 
330. 2^ multicolored (offensive rebound over defensive opponent) 

(500,000) 

Sc 696; Min 1124; Gi 1123; Ml 1004; Yt 714 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, August 26. Cuba. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 12*; designed by R. Quintana; lithography by 
Ministry of Communications Printing Bureau, Havana. 

331. 30^ multicolored (basketball and "H")(695,000) 

Sc — ; Min ; Gi 1953; Mi ; Yt 1600 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 

1972, August 26. Togo. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26-Sept. 
13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 14; designed by M. Shamir; lithography in 
sheets of thirty by Government Printing Office, Jerusalem. 

Olympic rings, plus 
332. 30fr multicolored (left-handed lay-up over opponent) 

a. Imperforate 
333. 200fr multicolored (same as No. 332) 

a. Imperforate 

Sc 814, C181; Min 1022, 1026; Gi 882, 886; Mi 930, 934; Yt 747, 
A183 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 20th Olympic Games, see Note 
311a above. 



1972, September 2. Kuwait. 20th Olympic Games, Munich, Aug. 26- ' 
Sept. 13, 1972. Unwmkd; P 14*; lithography by Harrison and Sons, 
Ltd., London. 

Emblem of 20th Olympic Games, plus 
334. 20f multicolored (basketball)(100,000) 

So 555; Mm 577; Gi 549; Mi 549; Yt 559 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: Aug. 26, 1972 (Mi), Sept. 2, 1972 (Gi 
and Yt), October, 1972 (Min). (b) For basketball results of 
20th Olympic Games, see Note 311a above. 

1972, October 1. Singapore. Youth series, 1972. Unwmkd; P 12; de­
signed by Eng Siak Loy; photogravure by Kultura Hungarian Trading 
Company, Budapest. 

335. 35ŝ  multicolored (basketball) 

Sc 162; Min 189; Gi 183; Mi 165; Yt 161 

*++++++++++++++++++ MEMBER'S » = * = * = * BOURSE +++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bourse rates are 24 per word with name and address free. Send ad copy 
and remittance to the editor. Address on page k. For fees under $1., 
send mint stamps, no checks please. 

Samuel H. Varonok, 6990 N.W. 10th Court, Margate, Fla. 33063 (SPI 299) 

Sport & Olympic stamps, also U.S. sport plate blocks. 12 page free 
listing of available stamps. Send 16^ return postage. 

Mark Segal, ̂ 620 N. 68th St., #l4l, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 (SPI 803) 

U.S. SPORTS FDC'S. Want to buy different cachets. What do you have 
of Scott #s 716, 718-9. 855, 979. 1146, 1189, 1262, 1335. 1381, 1382, 
1*1-60-2, C56, C85 and U563? List by cachet maker or describe cachet. 
Send asking prices. 

Sherwin Podolsky, 16035 Tupper St., Sepulveda, CA 913^3 (SPI k9) 

OLYMPIC GAMES. Vignettes, seals. New list prices many for the first 
time from 1906 to 1964. Some sport and scout seals included. Quan­
tities very limited. Many seals illustrated. Send 354' Overseas air­
mail US $1. Sorry, no free lists. 

John La Porta, 3604 S. Home Ave., Berwyn, 111. 60402 (SPI 79) 

CUSTOM MADE RUBBER STAMPS. Several hundred stock stamps available. 
Send 84 for free lists. 

Swap your duplicates—sell your surplus— 
through the Members Bourse 
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Information Please 
JOSEPH E. SCHIRMER HELEN TURNER 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

This is our first column, and although it has been revised by request of the mem­
bers, the response has not been very good. But it is hoped that members will dig 
out those teasers that have been bothering them and send them along. My co-worker 
and helper, Helen Turner, is all set to do the typing, some editing and research 
on questions submitted. 

Your editor is also set to research and answer questions. Please direct all mail 
to Jos. E. Schirmer, Hudson Towers, 7300 Blvd. East, No. Bergen, N.J. 070^7, 

My friend, Rich Haggett of Stratford-Upon-Avon, England, gets the honor of submit­
ting the first question, and a good one it is. In fact, I will have to answer 
Rich personally with a long letter and some Xerox copies of the material he in­
quired about. 

Mr. Haggett wanted to know about the GBLA happenings and the 'stamps* and cancel­
lations thereof. The Great Bitter Lake Association (GBLA) was formed by the many 
ships trapped a few years ago in the Suez Canal due to certain political haooenings. 
To amuse themselves, the officers and crews of the many ships held various types 
of games, contests, and athletic feats; and commemorated them by the issuing of 
various 'stamps' and cancels. 

While these 'stamps' have no postal validity, and can actually be considered as 
Cinderella material, there are many examples of them on covers sent by the crews 
to families and friends throughout the world. 

Printing was done by whatever means were available - by hand, photogranhy, dupli­
cator, etc. Whatever paper was available was used. 

Few collectors have these items, and they are seldom seen in either stamp dealers' 
auctions or price lists. Your editor has contacted many of the officers and crew 
members, the steamship companies, numerous dealers, wholesalers, and auctioneers, 
and after over three years has been unable to obtain one single item. However, T 
did have a former crew member in Germany offer me a collection of this material if 
I would pay his air fare to the Pacific Islands. We want them, but NOT that badly 
Even those non-collectors who have received this material are reluctant to part 
with it. 

Is it that rare? Yes and no, depending on your viewpoint. I would consider GBLA 
items something to hunt and hold. If members are interested, I will eventually do 
an article on the entire GBLA happenings. Let me know your wishes. 

There are sports items in them and Mr. Haggett was looking for the Table Tennis 
cancellations as he is a collector in this area. And so Rich, you started us off 
with a real goodie, thanks pal, and you will be hearing from me shortly. 
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1972 Additions to Soccer list. 

Ajman Mnk. 
Algeria 
Brazil 
Burundi 
Cameroons 
Chad Mnk. 
China-Red 
Cyprus 
Equat. Guine 
Ethiopia 
Germany 
Ghana 
Guinee 
Hungary 
Iraq 
Kuwait 
Liberia 

1068-76 
482 
1230 
404, C161 
538-40 
579-83, 599 
1093 
385 
e Mnk. 609, 639, 688 
631 
B489 
454, 459 
Cl26a 
2149, C316-23, C323a 
616, C46-49 
551 
391, C192 

Mali 
Manama Mnk. 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Nicarague 
Niger 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Ras al Khai 
Romania 
Rwanda 
Sharjah Mnk 
Syria 
Timor 
Tunesia 
Uruguay 

C147, Cl50a 
685-91 
C410 
264 
899-900, C86-88 
C189, C190a, C198 
1147 
303, 308a, 309 

mi Mnk. 683 
2323, C187 
480 
. 795-805 
624 
343 
582, 584a 
825, C388 

FEATURING SPORTS, OLYMPIC & SCOUT MATERIAL 

1973-74 CATALOGUE OF SPORTS, OLYMPICS & SCOUTS $2.50 (PLUS POSTAGE) 

IMPERF.-VARIETIES-DeLUXE MINIATURE SHEETS 
-ARTISTS PROOFS & MULTICOLOR ESSAYS 

SPECIALIZING IN FRANCE SINCE 1924 

HENRI TRACHTENBERG 
B.P 49 94202 IVRY/SEIINE FRANCE 

A.P.S. Educational Program For Evaluating New Issues 

From the May issue of the American Philatelist. 

HUNGARY: Imperf. stamps and souvenir sheet for Munich Olympics' win­
ners . 

From the June issue of the American Philatelist. 

HUNGARY; The eight imperf. stamps and Imperf. souvenir sheet for the 
XX Olympic Games. 

MALDIVES: Two stamps and souvenir sheet for the Munich Olympic Games, 
originally "Black Blotted", have been overprinted for gold medal 
winners. 

PARAGUAY; Munich Olympic set and souvenir sheet. 
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