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Olympic Postal Stationery 
Parti by Irwin Bloomfield 

(Editor's Note: It is with sad regret that we must report the passing 
of the author, Irwin Bloomfield, on Oct 2k, 1972. We will publish 
this article posthumously in memory of our late member. A special 
thanks goes to William F. Brown (SPI 551) for his assistance in giving 
additional data for this article.) 

In the September-October 1967 issue of our Journal of Sports 
Philately, there appeared a most enlightening and superb article en­
titled "The Fun's in the Chase" by Ira Seebacher. This article start­
ed me in the exploration of the many divisions of sports postal sta-
tionery-and I have had a great deal of fun and excitement ever since. 
My aim is to present in chronological order the postal stationery re­
lating to the Olympics. By Olympic postal stationery we mean post­
cards, stamped envelopes, aerograms, precancelled stationery, letter 
sheets, wrappers, etc. of all countries - to which a stamp has been 
Imprinted by the postal authority to carry the said article through 
the mails - immaterial whether the stamp was imprinted (l) officially 
by the government or (2) privately, by arrangement with the government 
or (3) official postal stationery with private printing thereon; and, 
further such imprinted stamp alone or together with its stationery has 
an Olympic theme or connotation. 

Since this article will list the Olympic postal stationery items 
without illustrating all, may I refer you to Ira Seebacher's article 
mentioned above, and wherein many of the items are illustrated. 

1. France 192̂ - to commemorate the XVIII Summer Olympic Games. 
(A) On April 1, 192^ an official Olympic postcard was issued by 

France. Imprinted on the postcard is the 30c black and red-brown Oly­
mpic stamp (Scott 200) showing Milo of Crotona. The size of the card 
is approx. 13?:92mm. The color of the card is greenish gray. Hlggins 
& Gage #?P. 

(B) At about the same time (exact date unknown) a packet of 8 com­
memorative postal cards were imprinted to private order and sold as a 



unit. Each card has imprinted on the front (address) side the 15c gray 
green head of Louis Pasteur, facing left, and also printed the text 
"Jeux Olympiques Paris 192V in white letters on brown-red background 
However, each of the 8 cards has on the reverse side a different sport 
illustrated. The sports shown are: (I) racing, (2) javelin throwing, 
(3) rowing, (k) wrestling, (5) high Jump, (6) rugby, (7) boxing, and 
(8) tennis. (The "Boxing" card, front and reverse, is shown on the 
third page of Seebacher's article.) Size of cards: 132:92mm. Higgins 
& Gage #K-7. It is interesting to note that altho a small size Pasteur 
stamp was imprinted, the space outlined on the card was evidently in­
tended for a stamp of the size of the usual simi-postal stamps. Ac­
cording to Ernest Trory, the Pasteur franking is an adhesive that was 
released approx. two months after the Olympic Games and applied at the 
later date. He makes no mention of an imprint. 

2. Czechoslovakia 1925 - the 8th Intl. Olympic Congress in Prague May 
2k to June 6. 
On May 10, 1925, Czechoslovakia issued 5 postcards on the occasion 

of the 75th birthday of President Masaryk, with imprinted 50h green, 
head of Thomas G. Masaryk, and the text "Mezlnarodni/Kongres Olympij-
sky/Congres /Olympique International/Praha 1925" (on each card in a 
different color). Printed at the upper left of card between the crest 
and the scroll, the text "Mezinarodnl etc" is printed in a different 
color on each card, namely, the five Olympic colors; blue, red, black, 
yellow, screen. The size of each postcard is 1*4-0:90mm. Higgins & Gage 
#31. 

3. Netherlands 1928 - XI Summer Olympic Games Amsterdam. 
Acknowledgement is hereby given to Ernest Trory's Part IV of "A 

Fhilatellc History of the Olympic Gares" and his "Olymcic Review #k, 
Jan. 1962" article on Dutch Postal Stationery as t source for the 
followin details: The postcards were issued between 1926 and 192F, 
printed and distributed by Huygens Book Co., Hague, to raise funds for 
the Netherlands Olympic Committee, who were determined to show the 
world that they were worthy hosts. Official postcards with different 
imprinted stamps-such as 'Numeral with flying dove' and 'Queen Wilhel-
mina' - were privately printed with -Olympic texts to the left of the 
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dividing green double lines in center of card. At the right is the 
heading in outlined letters "BRIEDKAART" and below the address lines. 
(One of the cards is illustrated in the Seebacher article previously-
referred to.) The size of the cards is 140:90mm. 

Cards were issued as follows: 

(A) 1926 card with ??c brown definitive Queen Wilhe'lmina imprinted 
stamp (1899 type). None have the serial number shown at bottom of 
card below text, but shown is the price as "Sien Cents" (Ten Cents). 

(1) Coat of arms with lion and text below in Dutch as follows: 
"When in due time guests from all over the world are cheerfully 
walking along the streets, the whole of the Netherlands must be 
able to say, I have contributed to this". 
(2) Discus thrower with same text as (1) between ornamental rib­
bons. Printed in black. No serial number. 
(3) Same as (2) in brown. 
(4) Discus thrower and text between 2 columns. In black. 
(5) Same as (k) in brown. 

(B) 1926 dec. 15. Postcards imprinted with green definitive Queen 
Wilhelmina (1924 type). Selling price 10 cents. Same text as in (A2) 
and (A3) in green. 

( 1 ) 
(2) 
(3) 
( * ) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

Without serial number 
Series A 1 - 1000 
Series A 1001-2000 
Series A 2001-3000 
Series A 3001-4000 
Series A 4001-5000 
Series A 5001-6000 
Series A 6001-7000 

(9) 
(10) 
(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

Series B 
Series B 
Series C 
in green, 
Series D 
in green, 
Series E 
in green, 

printed in black 
1-1000 in green Kar 
1000 (text with J.B, 
, 1928 
1000 (text with J.B, 
, 1928 
1000 (text with J.B. 
1928 

2 7 
• ) 

.) 

,) 

The text of series B, C, D, and E in above (9) thru (13) has the words 
"Let the whole world say we were no match for the Netherland" in Dutch 
between 2 columns below the discus thrower. 

(C) 1928 April postcards imprinted with 3c green numeral in flying 
dove (1924 type). Selling price: 10 cents. Executed, as (A4) and (A 
5) with sport vignettes between the columns, in black. 

(1) Series F.l. Football (Voetball) 
(2) Series F.2. Cycling (Wielrennen) 
(3) Series F.3. Boxing (Boksen) 
(4) Series F.4. Swimming (Zwemmen) 
(5) As (1) (football) but serial number and price omitted. 

Blank rectangle instead. 2§ cents below discus thrower. 
(6) As (4)(swimming) but serial number and price omitted. Rec­

tangle with 3 lines of text, including reference to "De 
ReGentes". 

All these cards were issued by Huygens Boekhandel at the Hague and 
sold at various bookshops. They were not on sale at the post office. 
Most of the cards also exist in black without the imprinted stamp, and 
the word "Priefmodel" below "Briefkaart". These cards were sold for 
10 cents, and all the proceeds were donated to the Netherlands Oly­
mpic Committee. 

4. Germany 1936 - 4th Olympic Winter Games. 
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(A) Postcard imprinted with 6+4 pfg brown, German eagle with Olympic 
Rings. 

(B) Postcard imprinted with 15+10 pfg purple, German eagle with Oly­
mpic Rings. 

Both (A) & (3) have at the left of the address lines, a picture of a 
winter scene at the top of the Alps, and text below: Olympische Win-
terspiele/Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 6-l6 Februar 1936. Cards are cream 
colored. Picture in each case is the same color as the imprinted 
stamp. Designed by Karl Diebitsch. Size 148:105mm. Issued Nov. 25, 
1935, Higgins & Gage #239 & 240. 

5. Germany 1936 - XI Olympic Summer Games. 
(A) Postcard with 6+4 pfg brown, Olympic Bell imprinted stamp. 
(B) Postcard, with 15+10 pfg purple, Olympic Bell imprinted stamp. 
Both (A) & (B) have at the left of the address lines, part view of the 
stadium, and text below: Olympische Spiele 1936, the Olympic Rings, 
and therein Berlin, 1-16 August. Cards are cream colored. Picture in 
each case is the same color as the imprinted stamp. Designed by Georpc 
Fritz. Size 148:105mm. Issued Kay 8, 1936. H&G #24l & 242. 

(C) Postcard with 6+4 pfg brown, Olympic Bell impri 
•(D) Postcard with 15410 pfg purple, Olympic Bell im 
Both (C) & (D) have to the left of the address line, 
ing yawl, alongside navy-honor-mark In Lahoe, Olympic 
Olympische Segelwettkampfe (Olympic sailboat competi 
August 1936. Cards are cream colored. Pictures 1 
same color as the imprinted stamp. Designed by "Ant 
mm. Issued May 8, 1936. H&G #243-244. Cards with 
were for domestic use. The 15+10pfg Of.rds were for 

nted stamp, 
printed stamp. 
picture of sail-
Rings, and below: 
tion) Kiel, 4-l4, 
n each case is the 
on". Size 148:105 
the 6+4pfg stamp 

foreign use. 

Po(*Uartc 

I 

Qtympirdir TDintrrftrif lr 
tfarmifrt) - partroHitttim 

«.-1<>. Jrtnmr %X>* 

4A 

Poflhartc r * 1 

<? 
5A 

6. Germany 1936 - Olympic Stamp Exhibition Dresden. 
A set of 4 official picture postcards were issued on the occasion 

of the Olympic Postage Stamp Exhibition held at Dresden from Aug. 1-
16, 1936. Each card has at the top left next to the address lines the 
text: 01yropia-Postwertzelchen-Ausstellung/Dresden/l-l6 August 1936, 
below: Offizielle Postkarte. Each card on the reverse side has a full 
picture. The 4 cards are as follows: 
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13ofthartc.A<filfc£»$ 

5B 

pofthocU . 6 'V6 

I 
Dfutfdws Keith 

5C 

(1) Imprinted stamp 3pfg brown, Hindenburg medallion, picture: German 
Labor. 

(2) Imprinted stamp 4pfg gray-blue, Hindenburg medallion, picture Ger­
man Music. 

(3) Imprinted stamp 5pfg green, Hindenburg medallion, picture, German 
Family. 

(4) Imprinted stamp 6pfg dark green, Hindenburg medallion, picute, 
German Aviation. 

(The 1936 Olympic Games: A Philatelic History by James F. Danner, 
states that the exhibition consisted of a garden show and a philatelic 
show entitled "Die Briefmarke" (The Postage Stamp). He also states 
that the 5pfg imprinted stamp depicts a German eagle flying over a 
world illuminated by the rays of a Nazi swastika sun.) 

7. Polish Officers Prisoner-of-War Camp Crossborn 1944 Olympic Games. 
An Olympic committee was organized here at the POW Camp Crossborn 

to arrange for Olympic Games to be held from July 30 to August 15, 
1944. Desides a set of 3 Olympic stamps'and a souvenir sheet, a post­
card was issued on July 30, 1944 with the 10F value of the set imprint­
ed featuring Olympic Rings and the numeral 10 between stylized laurel 
leaves, in the color red-brown. The postcard comes in size approx. 90: 
70mm, and on two pa.per varieties - white and grayish. 

Prior articles in JSP illustrate these items. See: JSP, Sept, '62, 
page 10, JSP, Dec. f63, page 16-7, JSP, Feb. f65, pages 1-6. The lat­
ter article indicates there is .a rare imprinted card from Woldenberg 
in addition to the item mentioned above from Crossborn. 

(To be continued) 

Stftrap jfoutr duplicates—sell yoisr syrpSys— 
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 
NEW MEMBERS 

#830 - Dr. Don F. Dahlquist, 7202 Selma, Houston, TX 77025 
#P31 - Jim Morton, STAMPS, 153 Waverly Place, New York, NY 1001.4 
#832 - Albert H. Olsen, 552 Jubilee Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L-1P3, 

Canada (GS:C,SS) 
#833 - Dr. Geri Polvino, 208-B Barnes Mill Rd., Richmond, KY 4o4?5 

(GS:C) 
#834 - Jeffrey R. Tishman, 37 Griswold PI., Glen Rock, NJ 07452 (Fen­

cing^,E:TC) 
#835 - Mrs. Cathy Weiss, 298 Donna Lea, Williamsville, NY 14221 (GS: 

Basketball:AE) 

REINSTATEMENT 

#49 - Sherwin D. Podolsky, 16035 Tupoer St., Sepulveda, CA 91343 
(0:AE) 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#69 - Barbara Williams de Viollni, Box 5025, Oxnard, CA 93030 
#299 - Samuel H. Varonok, 6990 N.W. 10 Court, Margate, PL 33063 
#691 - Nancy Williams, Box 5025, Cxnard, CA 93030 
#674 - Frof. Wilford H. Ketz, 1525 Avenue B, Schenectady, NY 12308 

DECEASED 

#20 - Irwin Bloomfield 

DROPPED - MCN PAYMENT CF DU^S 

#29 
#3 5 
?42 
#53 
#111 

- Moe Luff 
- Helen Rocco 
- Dr. John. Mc Lister 
- Charlotte S. Reinhart 
- Paul Bousquet 

#130 
#135 
#734 
#762 

Fred Sussma.i 
Ellis Larson 
Olga Amann 
Michael D. Bush 

At the Chicago Philatelic Society's 86th Annual National Show, the 
Journal of Sports Fhilately was awarded a Silver-Bronze medal.... 

Elmer J. Binker Jr. (SPI 163) was awarded, a Third Place Ribbon at 
STAMFEX held in Salem, Ore At NOJEX, held in New Jersey, Olech W. 
Wyslotsky (SPI 26) received the C.P.3. Novice Award for his Postal Do­
cuments. Joe Lacko (SPI 19Q) gave a talk on Sokol stamps of Czecho at 
the sa^e exhibit....Joe also received the Best in Class Award and the 
Molly Pitcher Stamp Club Award for his Ice Hockey exhibit at CENJEX... 
Edward S. Hochuli (SFI 121) received a Bronze for his Man & Underwater 
World at the same exhibit....At the Kent Philatelic Society's recent 
show, Arlene Crosby (SPI 338) took Third Place in both the topical and 
foreign sections. She was also elected secretary of the organization 
Edward B. Epstein (SPI 812) took top honors, with a gold medal at the 
24th ASDA show held in New York. Exhibiting three frames in the Open 
Class, under the auspices of the New York Chapter of the ATA, Mr. Ep­
stein's display "Philatelic Elements of Olympia" combined significant 
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philatelic elements with Olympic events of historical importance. 
Among the historical material displayed from his collection, which re­
ceived favorable comment, was a photographic post card, posted from 
London, Aug. 4, 1908, which described the Dorando Pietri-John J. Hayes 
Marathon incident of the 1908 London Olympic Games. Last year at the 
same show, Mr. Epstein won a Gold in the Novice Class.... 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++MEMBERIS BOURSE++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bourse rates are 2f per word with name and address free. Send ad copy 
and remittance to the editor. Address on page 4. 

Paul Brenner, Apt. B-515. 351 Broad St., Newark, NJ 07104 (SPI 821) 

LIBERIA 347-9, C88-90; a) sport name block/4 $4.00; b) one each on 9"X 
12^" imperf proof sheet (background impressions only) in orange with 
bar across top. Most unusual (even Liberia specialists are unaware of 
this sheets existance) $37.50; c) 3̂ 8 (soccer) imperf at side margin 
14.95; d) C88 (baseball) imperf, pink color omitted $2.95. 

Sherwin Podolsky, 16035 Tupper St., Sepulveda, CA 913^3 (SPI 49) 

OLYMPIC GAMES. Early covers, cards, vignettes. Many interesting, un­
usual items. Some sports, other material, too. Send 354 for 9 page 
list. Sorry, no free lists. Inquiries answered generously if you send 
stamped envelope. 

John La Porta, 36o4 S. Home Ave., Berwyn, 111. 60402 (SPI 79) 

CUSTOM MADE RUBBER STAMPS. Several hundred stock stamps available. 
Send 84 stamp for free lists. 8 track stereo tapes, hundreds of cur­
rent titles now on hand. Send 16^ in stamps for free lists. 

+ «+*+#+*+*+*+*+*+*+•*+#+*+ FINANCIAL REPORT +*+•»+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

September 1, 1971 - August 31, 1972 

Balance on September 1, 1971 
Receipts 
Members' Dues 
Donati ons 
Advertising Income 
Auction Income 
Circuit Book Sales 
Sale of Back Issues of JSP 

Expenditures 
Printing of JSP 
Mailing & Postage 
Printing & Misc. Expense 
Trophy Fund & Promotional Expense 
Transfer to Life Membership Account 

$ 419.15 

$1000.19 
28.28 

217.70 
64.30 
76.36 
39.32 

$1426.15 

$ 630.OO 
257.37 
145.84 

54.17 
75.00 

$1162.38 

$1845.30 

Balance on August 311 1972 

Life Membership Account (Savings) 

$ 682.92 

$ 384.86 
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REVIEWS 

- Bob Bruce -

ienri , Sport/OIympiques & Scout l sme/Cata logue / l973-74 
(Catalogue of Spor t . Olympic, and Scou t ing—IJSzZJT* 
thOr , 1 9 7 2 , 107 PPr Pnr" *h\ra 

Trachtenberg, Henri, Sport/OIympiques 
Olympic, and Scouting—197^-74). Paris: Ai 
#2.50 (plus 85f for airmail shipment). 

The review copy of the fifth (at least) edition of Trachtenberg's 
catalogue has just arrived. Retaining the same size (5gM x 8i") and 
format, the new edition is bigger (107 pages) and better (three styles 
of print for contrast) than ever before. Printed on glossy paper, it 
is easy to read and makes a superb reference for the sports collector. 
Unfortunately, the binding on my copy leaves something to be desired, 
but this will be very little handicap in its use. 

The catalogue includes Olympic Games, sports in general, scout­
ing, and youth organizations; it is divided into four sections: 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

Olympic Games (1896-1964)(by Olympiad, then by country)—year, 
country, Yvert catalogue number, and price in French francs 
Olympic Games (l968)(by country)—as for No. 1 above 
Olympic Games (I972)(by country)—as for Ho. 1 above 
All sports (including Olympic Games), scouting, and youth or­
ganizations (chronologically by country)--year, Trachtenberg 
check-list number, Yvert catalogue number, description, quan­
tity issued, and price in French francs. 

Imperforate stamps and miniature sheets are listed for many countries, 
especially for France, former French colonies remaining under French 
influence, and many non-Scott-listed issues. 

The strength of this catalogue is its coverage of imperforate is­
sues and miniature sheets, but particularly its listing of quantities 
printed. One must be a little cautious in interpreting the press-run 
statistics; the statement for a set may well represent the quantities 
for the high values, but not necessarily for the more commonly used 
denominations. 

Although the catalogue is written in French and Yvert and Tellier 
catalogue numbers are used throughout, enither offers a severe handi­
cap. With assistance from an inexpensive French-English dictionary, a 
little practice will enable one to follow the pattern. Yvert numbers 
offer yet another frame of reference for our many sports stamps, es­
pecially for those who correspond with eports collectors where Yvert 
and Tellier is THE catalogue. 

The compiler, Henri Trachtenberg, can be reached, for correspon­
dence or for purchase of the catalogue, at B. P. 49/94200 Ivry, Paris, 
France. He will be happy to hear from you. 

BECOME A LIFE MEMBER 
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