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Philatelic History of Brazilian Soccer

Part | by John Murray

To many admirers of soccer, Brazil is the undisputed 1leader of
this vast intercontinental games. Brazil has no single league owing
to her enormous amount of territory with its twenty states. Each state
has its own respective league and it was in 1960 that a single Nation-
al Championship League was formed whereby the winner of each of the
individual leagues qualified for the Brazilian Club Championship. At
the moment the two most powerful State Leagues are those of Rio de
Janeiro: which boasts such fine clubs as Flamingo; Vasco da Gama;
Botafogo and Fluminese, whereas in opposition in the Sao Paulo League,
we have famous teams like Santos; Sao Paulo; Corinthians and Portugesa.

Throughout the world man has written and discussed all the good
and bad points concerning the game and its supporters, but they are
all in agreement that one would find it very difficult to match the
Latins and in particular the Brazilians, in their zest for the game.

With soccer having made its mark in England in the 1860's, it was
to the son of English residents in Sao Paulo, Charles Miller, that the
distinction fell of introducing the game to the Brazilians. Born in
Sao Paulo, Charles Miller had returned to England for his education.On
its completion he returned to Brazil and in his luggage he carried ftwo
of the new type of footballs which were used back home in the
game called soccer. After their introduction to the game, the Brazil-
jans witnessed their first official football match which was played in
Sao Paulo in 1895. The game was played between members of two English
based companies in Sao Paulo, namely, Sao Paulo Railways eleven who
successfully defeated an English Gas Company XI by 4 goals to 2. That
same year in Rio de Janeiro, a soccer club named FLAMENGO F.C. (Max
Card 1) was formed. This was all due to the enthusism shown to the
game by another Englishman, Oscar Cox, who later in 1902, with the
assistance of a few Brazilian's, formed the other club FLUMINESE F.C.
(Max Card 2). Thus 1in 1902 soccer had gained such an interest with
the people of Sao Paulo that the league appointed its first President,
Senor Casimoro da Costa Filho. Soon to follow in the years to come
were famous clubs whose names are respected throughout the soccer
world:
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1911
1914

Botafogo (Max Card 3)

Pelotas (Cover 5)
Commercial F.C.
Palmeiras F.C.

Saoc. Panlo F.C.
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and Vasco da Gama F.C.

1905 Recife (Cover 4)

1911 Petropolis (Cover 6)
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In 1914 the Brazilian Football Association was founded and the
governing body set about to prepare for the future. By now soccer had
its roots so deeply embedded in Brazil that little did her founder
fathers realize that in two score years the world would learn the fin-
est arts of the game from the superb ball playing artists from Brazil.
Like her neighboring nations in this vast South American continent,
Brazil was very anxious to play and learn more about the game and thus
we had in 1916 the first South American Championships between the na-
tions, which was won by Uruguay.

Out with the Olympics or World Cup series, the South American
Championships are one of the World's largest tournaments and a tremen-
dous amount of preparation befalls the host nation. From its intro-
duction in 1916 and until 1938, Brazil has won the Championship twice
(1919 and 1922) and has been runner-up twice (1921 and 1925).

A milestone in the history of the Brazilian Football Association
or as 1t 1is known in Brazil 'Confederacao Brasileira de Desportos'
(C.B.C.) came in 1923 when Brazil applied and was accepted for member-
ship to the soccer world's governing body 'Federation Internationale
de Football Association' (F.I.F.A.). This membership permitted Brazil
to participate in the World Soccer Championships that were to follow

in 1930.

By the year 1930 soccer had proved its enormous popularity through-
out the world and in perticular through the medium of the Olympic
Games. During this time, the President of F.I.F.A., Jules Rimet had
visualized a World Soccer Championship and after a meeting of the F.I.
F.A. in 1928, it was agreed that in 1930 the first WORLD FOOTBALL

CHAMPIONSHIP would be held.

The honor of staging the First World Football Championship was
awarded to Uruguay, Brazil's long standing rivals in the field of soc-
cer. This was 1in recognition of her soccer victories in the 1924 and
1928 Olympic Games and also to coincide with the nation's Centenary
celebration. A vast new stadium was built for the occasion and was
named 'Centenary Stadium'. There was no issue of postage stamps for
this memorable event but just prior to the tournament, a special slo-
gan postmark was used to commemorate the event. (Cover 10)
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In this classic tournament, Brazil was drawn in group II with
Yugoslavia and Bolivia. Alas for poor Brazil her dreams of World Cup
were quickly shattered when in her first opening match of the Champ-
ships she crashed by 2 goals to 1 against the eventual group winners
Yugoslavia. Despite some sweet taste of success when she defeated

Continued on page 5
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Bolivia 4 goals to none in her 2nd group match, Brazil failed to qual-
ify for the final stages, and only to see her rivals the powerful
Uruguayans win the trophy in a very tough match against another South
American team Argentina by 4 goals to 2.

X It was then announced by F.I.F.A. that the 2nd World Football
Championships would be held in Italy in 1934. Once again Brazil set
about to improve her status in the soccer world and when she was group-
ed with Peru, she successfully disposed of the Peruvians and once
again she was poised for the final stages of the World Cup.

At the time of the 2nd World Cup series, the host nation Italy
jssued a series of stamps (I11l. 11). The competition was based
on a straight knock-out basis, with the winning team going forward to
the next round. In the case of the South American continent, she was
represented by Argentina and Brazil. In the European side we had pow-
erful teams from Austria, Spain and the hosts Italy.

Prior to kick-off the strongly fancied Spanish Eleven were hot
favorites to win the trophy, and with a brilliant goalkeeper Zamora as
their Captain few denied them this. It was 1indeed a black day for
Brazil when in the draw for the opening games, she was drawn against
Spain. Despite some extremely clever play from the Brazilians, the
supremacy of the Spaniards was very apparent and thus Spain overcame
the unfortunate Brazilians by 3 goals to 1. Once again Brazil had been
disappointed but her European debut had given her the chance to savour
the European style of soccer and who better to get a lesson from than
the current favorities Spain. However this was to be proved wrong
when Spain crashed by 1 goal to nil to the new World Champions Italy.

Despite her European setback, Brazil was still determined as ever
to prove herself to the soccer world. Thus she set about her prepar-
ation for the next World Cup series which was announced as being held
in France in 1938. In the preliminary rounds for the 1938 series, Bra-
zi1l was grouped alongside Argentina, Colombia and Dutch Guiana. Once
again the Brazilians successfully qualified for the finals and on set-
ting sail for Europe with a dogged determination to improve her image.
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Prior to the 1938 tournament, it was announced by F.I.F.A. that
for the first time in the tournament's history, the Cup Holder Italy,

would not be obliged to qualify for the final stages of the tournament.

On 1lst June 1938, the French postal authorities issued a stamp to com-
memorate the event. It was a single 1F 75¢ value (Ill. 12) and was the
only postal recognition given to the tournament anywhere in the world.
Publicity labels were issued and were in three different colors, green
red and blue. They had no postal validity but are known used on cover

with the stamp. (I1l. 13)
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In the first round of the tournament Brazil was drawn against Po-
land and after a long tense match, she had her revenge by defeating
Poland by 6 goals to 5. In the quarter final she drew her first match
with Czechoslovakia 1 goal each and in the replay ran out the eventual
winners by 2 goals to 1. At last people were beginning to recognize
the soccer potential of the dusky South Americans. Here they were in
the semi-final and were due to meet the favorities Italy. It was a
very close match and the Italians just had the edge on the Brazilians
and thus Brazil was defeated by 2 goals to 1. However it was no dis-
grace by any means to have been defeated by Italy who eventually went
on to win and retain the coveted Jules Rimet Trophy by defeating Hun-
gary by 4 goals to 2 in a thrilling final. (Ill. 14)
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At least Brazil had the chance to gain some honor as having been
knocked-out in the simi-final. Determined as ever, the Brazilians
played Sweden for 3rd place and defeated them 4 goals to 2.
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Thus a somewhat triumphant Brazilian squad returned to her home-
land to be acclaimed by her supporters for her tremendous performance
in Europe against such formidable opposition. For many days after
landing, the Brazilians were wined and dined throughout the land.

Alas 1t would be 12 years and a Second World War before the Bra-
zilians had a chance to enhance their position in the eyes of the soc-

cer world.

(Editor's note: Part II of the Philatelic History of Brazilian Soccer
by John Murray will be continued in a future issue)
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Mint Sports-One of a kind-most never hinged-Scott,Minkus, Yvert nos.

Austria-B106/109 (62.00),B179/183 (3.75),C46(17.00) - Belgium-BA48B0/4BL
(8.50),B482a(7.00),B48B2b(2)(7.00)-Bolivia-357a,357b,358b,C155a,C155b(5
s/s)(4.00)-Brazil-949,sheet of 25(2.50) - Bulgaria-237/243(28.00),244/
250(60.00),273/278(35.00) - Burundi-72a,perf,imperf. s/s Innsbruck(9.0
0),264a,Mex.s/s Imp. (.95) = China-1098/99(9.00)Mainland-Yvert#933/94
2X4 (physical fitness)(1.50), Yvt. 1349/52 (ping-pong)(.75) - Colombia
543/544(4.50) - Costa Rica-B2/B4(9.75),B5/B7(8.00),201/208(43.00),C57/
C66(58.00) - Czechoslavakia-B140/143(23.00),187/190(4.00) - Dahomey-
C88a(l1.50) - Dom. Rep.-326/328(10.50),B34/38,CB21/CB23,4 s/s(6.25) -
Ecuador-377-381,C65/C69(17.00) - Germany W. -B145(4.00),B173(3.00),
B304/B305(3.00),B90(.40),9N110(7.00) - DDR-738a s/s(15 imperf stamps)
(1.25) - Greece-421/424(3.00) - Guinea-C8la (2)(6.00) - Guatemala-Cl58
/162(8.50),C171/C176(9.00),355/359(3.00) - Hungary-B80/87(8.50), rest
are all imperf. 1000/1003,C107/108(3.25),1453a,s/s(3.50),1447 /1452 ,B22
L,c209a(6.25), 1173/1483(4.25),1484/1490(4.50),1203/1209(4.00),1241/
1248 (4.00),1548/54,B234(4.00),1626/1635(5.25),1695/1703(6.00),1704 s/s
(5.25),1771 s/s(6.00),1772/1778,B258(5.25),B228b s/s(5.00),B243/B251
(5.00),B257a(4.00),C158/165(7.00) - Ionian Isl.-Ovpt. on Greece-pair
N5 (1.50) - Israel-Semi-Officials-Stadium(3)(3.25) - Italy-305(4.25),
324/328,C62/65(20.00),574/576(14.50),611(3.00) - Ital. Col. -C29/C35
(21.00) - Lebanon-C56(13.00),C200/206(3.50),C268a s/s(4.50),313/314,
c244a s/s(5.50) - Lithuania-B43-46(9.50),B47/50(9.50),B52/54(8.50) -
Liechtenstein-277/280(7.00),308/311(h.50),289/92(#.50),297/300(4.00) -
Luxembourg-280/85(8.50) - Japan-397/400b1k.(5.00),417,418/21 blk. (4.00
470/73 blk(3.00),505/508 blk(11.00) - Maldive Isl.-288/91, imp (3.00)-
Jugoslavia-B26/31(4.50),B43/45(5.00),B70/73(3.00),Cl45/47(7.25)~Mexico-
998a(1.75),C344a(1.50) - Monaco-176(19.00) - Nicaragua-717/729(3.25),
c296/308(8.25),C296a/C308a,13 s/s(55.00) - Dom. Rep.-478a,b,483a,b, 505
a,b,C99a,b,C108a,b(9.00) - New Zealand-B75/76,singles,pairs,s/s(1.00),
Panama-C47a s/s(5.25),C43/47(4.50),RA31/35(3.00),World Cup s/s,perf.,
imperf.(9.25),Minkus#imperfs. 882,883,884,886,issued with Tokyo Oly.
water sports,(3.00) - Paraguay-605/609,C301/305,2 s/s in rows(6.50),
605/609, 1 s/s in blks.(3.00),609a s/s in blk.(3.25),605/609,C301/303,
imperf.(5.00),all tennis C333a,imp. s/s8(9.25),661/665,C331/335 imp.
world soccer(3.25),Minkus#1692 s/s Mex.(4.00) - Persia-978/982(8.50) -
Poland-1046/48 3 s/s(7.50),1151a s/s(3.00) - Portugal-2S1/2812(13.00)-
Romania-CB8(sheet of 4)(8.50),B421 s/s(2)(13.50),same imp. change of
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color(18.50),CB20/21(4.00),1604a s/s(4.00) - Russia-559/568 (some hing~
1ng)(56.00),784/788(&,25),1253a/;a57(3.25),1376/1383(4.00),1415/1419
(4.25),1710/1717(3.25) - Salvador—538/42(23.00).543/47(27.00),C36/40
(40.00),C41/45(54.00) - San Marino-335(4.00),327/34,C90(15.00),345/355
(12.00) - Somalia-Tokyo s/s(5.50) - Spain-C163/166(3.00) - Sweden-
Booklets,WorldSpeed Skating,mint,used-5English and Swedish,3 mint,2
used, intact(7.00) - Trieste B-1/3(3.50),3a se-tenant(3.75) - Venezuela
C337a s/s(3.25),C189/197(9.00) - Orders under $5 add .16 postage.

John La Porta, 3604 S. Home Ave., Berwyn, I1l. 60402 (SPI 79)

8-Tract Stereo Tapes only $3.00 each. All types of tapes in stock.
Popular, Soul, Rock, Jazz, etc. Send 8¢ stamp for catalog of over 500
different titles. All tapes are brand new and fully guaranteed.
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Roy Votaw, 7870 Brookside Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472 (SEFI 93)

World Series cover, Oakland, Oct. 22, special local post stamp - $1.00.
Bobhy Fisher cacheted cover from Iceland with special stamp & cancel -
$1.00. Proceeds benefit Rockford Fund (IL). Cover for recent Fowder
Puff Derby, San Mateo (start) or Toms River, NJ (finish) 50¢ each. Set
4 balloon cards, 1 ceancelled at International Balloon Race site 1in
Murren, Switzerland, Aug. '72 - $1.50 set.
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JOIN NOW, AND GET FULL SERIES FOR 1973, plus free quarterly NEWSLETTER
Colorful and unique covers, honoring 12 major sports events. Singles
membership $5, block membership $7.50, plate block membership $10. Re-
duced rates for additional covers. Write for free copy of NEWSLETTER
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HELP NEEDED

While most Olympic and sport collectors are either aware or know
of the famous Bonacossa Medal that originated in Italy, complete his-
tory seems to be eluding me.

We would 1like to ask members who have any information, books, pic-
tures, cancellations, covers, stamps, etc., to please contact me at the
address listed below.

I am planning a comprehensive article eventually on this medal,
and will appreciate and acknowledge any assistance. Postage will be
payed both ways for any correspondence, loan and/or purchase of mater-
ials relating to the Bonacossa Medal. Jos. E. Schirmer, Hudson Towers,
7300 Blvd. East, North Bergen, NJ 07047.
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