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EUROPEAN TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

by Rex Haggett 

In December 1926 in the old Memorial Hall, Faringdon Street, Lon­
don, a tournament was held under the name of, the first European Table 
Tennis Championships. Six Associations competed for the team champ­
ionships and two others were represented in the individual events. The 
title was converted to "World Championships" at the inaugural meeting 
of the International Table Tennis Federation which followed immediate­
ly afterwards. Since that date, World Championships were held annual­
ly (with the exception of the war years), until 1957. At the congress 
of the I.T.T.F. held in Tokyo in 1956, it was decided that after 1957 
the World Championships would be held biennially in years ending with 
an odd number. 

In 1957 at the inspiration of Jean Belot, the General Secretary 
of the French Association, the European Table Tennis Union was formed. 
It was decided that the European Championships should be played in al­
ternate years to the World Championships. 

Because of the outstanding achievements of many generations of 
Hungarian players, the right of being host to the first championships 
was given to Hungary. On March 2, 1958 the first ball of the first 
European Championships flew across the dark green rectangle of the 
table in the Nemzet Sportcsarnok (National Sport Hall), in Budapest. 
The Championships concluded on March 9 with 15 men's and 16 
teams from the European continent having competed. 
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A commemorative postmark (fig. 1), was in use for the occasion at 
a special post office set up for players, officials and visitors. La­
ter in the year (August 30th), Hungary included a pair of table tennis 
stamps commemorating the event (Scott 1203-^). They were issued in 
both perforate and imperforate condition. Official post office first 
day covers were also issued illustrating a miscellany of equipment re­
presenting the sports depicted in the set. 

The Second Championships were held from April 2nd to the 10th, 
during i960 in the Exhibition Hall, Zagreb Trade Fair, Zagreb, Jugo-



slavia. Players from 30 countries took part. The only philatelic re­
cognition of the event on this occasion was the use of a special post­
mark (fig. 2), and although (in my experience), this item is invari­
ably to be found on a specially illustrated F.D.C., it was not an off­
icial issue but privately produced by a club which specializes in the 
production of illustrated covers to complement the numerous commemora­
tive postmarks used in that country. 

BUDAPEST1958.III.2. 
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Europa-
Meisterschaften im 
Tischtennis 1962 
Berlin 30.3.-7.4.62 
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The Third European Championships were held in the Sportehall, 
Schoneberg, West Berlin, Germany. Mainly because of the choice of 
venue, only 18 countries participated on this occasion. Notable ab­
sentees were Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, USSR and 
other Iron Curtain countries who stayed away for political reasons. A 
spceial postmark (fig. 4). was in use during the period of the champ­
ionships and I have seen two privately sponsored commemorative covers 
used with the cancellation. For those readers who are also interested 
In labels, vignettes, poster stamps, (call them what you will), a pic­
torial label in black and green was produced to advertise the event, 
(fig. 3). 

The tradition of holding the championships in March/April was 
broken at the fourth championships. Instead they took place from Nov­
ember 22nd to the 29th, 1964 in the Swedish town of Malmo. This change 
was brought about by the fact that England, who was originally entrust­
ed with the organization of the championshlos, could not fulfill the 
regulations of the E.T.T.U. and did not guarantee entry visas to all 
members of the E.T.T.U. without exception. The championships were 
commemorated phllatelically by a special postmark (fig. 5). A pri­
vately printed illustrated cover was produced but I suspect that it 
must have been a very limited issue because the majority of examples 
of the postmark which I have seen have been on plain cover. 

It can be seen from the championship results which follow this 
article, that the Sweden Cup is played for In the men's singles event 
and so it was appropriate that Kjell Johansson should win this cup in 
his own country. Appropriate maybe, but not surprizing. Sweden has 
been a strong force in men's table tennis in Europe for a number of 
years and a glance at the records is all that is needed to see how of­
ten the names of Kjell Johansson and his compatriot Hans Alser occur 
in the lists. 
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The Fifth European Championships were held from April 13th to the 

20th. 1966 in the Empire Pool Sports arena, Wembley, London, England. 
The pool was covered by a double floor for the occasion. The POrtMTk 
illustrated (fig. 6), was in use at a special post office which was set 
UP in the entrance hall and an official commemorative cover sponsored 
bv the English Table Tennis Association was on sale at the souvenir 
counter. "The motif used in the postmark, the outline of a table ten­
nis oaddle (bat), encircling a map of Europe, was also used as the em­
blem of the championships. In fact this device proved so popular that 
it was"adopted as the permanent symbol to be used at future champion­
ships. 

The Sixth Championships were held in the Palais des Sports, Lyons, 
France from April 17th to the 2^th, 1968. Twenty eight nations took 
S o n tMs occasion. The special postmark (fig. 7). was in use dur­
ing the event. I am not aware that an official envelope was produced 
but I do have an example of a privately printed item. Two types of 
colored picture postcards were on sale to players and visitors. 

One was a photograph of the Palais des Sport and the other of the 
Palais des Congres. "(The biennial Congress of the E.T.T.U. was held 
in the Azure Room of the Congress Palace). Both were overprinted in 
blue on the picture side "VI emem Championnats d'Europe de Tennis de 
Table" followed by the championships symbol. 

For collectors who also include postal franking machine slogans 
in their collections, I have also illustrated two examples (figs. 8 & 
a), which were used to publicize this event. The former was used on 
mail emanating from the headquarters of the English J.T.A. and the 
latter was used by the makers of "Halex" table tennis balls. A small 
oblong label comprising red lettering on a yellow background was also 
produced by the English T.T.A. for use on mail. It bore the legend, 
"EUROPEAN TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS, WEMBLEY, 13-20 APRIL, 1966. 

EUROPEAN TABLE TENNIS 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

WEMBLEY APRIL 1966. 
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Continued on page 5 
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to the editor. 

r**'-Mk-+'»m-4>~n'4>-,4*-4>'-n'4r*r^^ 
•*\?9j£tt*3l\?m*Pa&4}ttttJ\^^ 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
WANT LIST SERVICE 
For the Beginner-For the Specialist! 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT STAMPS 
10613 Rochester Avenue 
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Finally I must end on a despondent note, philatelically speaking. 

The latest championships were held in Moscow from April 1st to the 8th, 
1970. The host country, whose prerogative it is, did not produce any 
philatelic souvenirs at all for the occasion, but for the sake of com­
pleteness I have included the results in the table. 

EUROPEAN TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS 

TEAM EVENTS 

Venue Men 

Trophy Hungary Cup 

Budapest 1958 
Zagreb i960 
W. Berlin 1962 
Malmo 1964 
London 1966 
Lyons 1968 
Moscow 1970 

Hungary 
Hungary 
Jugoslavia 
Sweden 
Sweden 
Sweden 
Sweden 

SINGLES EVENTS 

Trophy Sweden Cup 

Budapest 1958 
Zagreb i960 
Berlin 1962 
Malmo 1964 

London 1966 
Lyons 1968 
Moscow 1970 

Z. Berczik (Hungary) 
Z. Berczik (Hungary) 
H. Alser (Sweden) 
K. Johansson (Sweden) 

K. Johansson (Sweden) 
D. Surbeck (Jugoslavia) 
H. Alser (Sweden) 

DOUBLES EVENTS 

Trophy Czechoslovakia Cup 

Budapest 1958 
Zagreb i960 
Berlin 1962 
Malmo 1964 
London 1966 
Lyons 1968 
Moscow 1970 

Czechoslovakia 
Hungary 
Jugoslavia 
Czechoslovakia 
Sweden 
Jugoslavia 
Jugoslavia 

Women 

Romania Cup 

England 
Hungary 
W. Germany 
England 
Hungary 
W. Germany 
USSR 

Jugoslavia Cup 

E. Koczian (Hungary) 
E. Koczian (Hungary) 
A. Simon (W. Germany) 
E. Foldl (Hungary) 

(nee Koczian) 
M. Alexandru (Romania) 
I. Vostova (Czecho) 
Z. Rudnova (USSR) 

England Cup 

Romania 
Romania 
England 
England 
Hungary 
Czechoslovakia 
USSR 
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MIXED EVE' 

Venue Trophy 

Budapest 1958 
Zagreb i960 
Berlin 1962 
Malmo 1964 
London 1966 
Lyons 1968 
Moscow 1970 

K.E. Ekh- Cup 

Tungary) 
'Romania) 

Z. Berczx 
C. Cabirzan. 
H. Alser, I. 1. 
P. Rozsas, S. LuKaCs y) 
V. Miko, M. Luzova - (Czechoslovakia) 
S. Gomozkov, Z. Rudnova - (USSR) 
S. Gomozkov, Z. Rudnova - (USSR) 

Swap your duplicates - sell your surplus - through the Members Bourse 

INFORMATION NEEDED ON BASEBALL STAMPS 

A project on BASEBALL stamps is underway and .the listing of Infor­
mation that is needed is below. Any member who can help in this pro­
ject is requested that he write to Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak 
Ave., Reseda, CA. 91335. 

Quantity issued 
Results of III National Olympic Games, Bar 
ranqullla 

Designer 
Designer & Results of IV Central American 
& Caribbean Games 
Designer 
Designer 

Quantity issued 
Designer 
Designer & quantity issued 
Designer 
Quantity issued 
Designer 
Designer 
Designer and quantity issued 
Designer, Results of IV Bolivarian Games 
Where printed, designer, results of IX 
Central American & Caribbean Games 
Where printed, designer 
Results of 1st National Sports Games 1961 
Where printed, designer, Results of 4th 
Pan American Games, Sao Paulo 
Designer 
Results of VIII European Baseball Champ. 
Results of X Central Amer. & Caribbean 
Games 

Philippines 
Colombia 

Nicaragua 

Panama 

Venezuela 
Nicaragua 

Liberia 
Cuba 
Dominican Rep. 
Panama 
Romania 
Costa Rica 
Costa Rica 
Liberia 
Colombia 
Cuba 

Cuba 
Venezuela 
Cuba 

Nicaragua 
San Marino 
Cuba 

#380 
#429 

#RA 55-58, 
& 58A 
#C44 

#Cl89-97 
#717-29. 
C296-308, 
RA60 

#C88 
#C158 
#515 
#C225 
#1382 
#C3H 
#C3l4-5 
#399,0136 
#C4l6,c4l9b 
#Glb 1041 

#Gib 1029 
#C809,C810A 
#Glb 1065 

#C527 
#604-5 
#Glb 1366 

.Don't you have something to sell? Use the "MEMBERS BOURSE" ads... 
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Handbook Of Basketball Stamps 

- Bob Bruce -

Section Eight 

1964, June 23. Central African Republic. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, 
Oct. 10-25, 1964. Unwmkd; ? 12f (Gi), 13 (3c, Min, Mi, Yt, and 
Halm and Kobylanski), designed by Forget (Pierre Gandon—Mi and 
Halm and Kobylanski) and engraved by Gandon (Pierre Forget—Mi and 
Halm and Kobylanski); recess printed by State Printing Office, 
Paris. 

Olympic rings, plus 
123. 50fr green/red/brown-black (blocking opponent's lay-up shot) 

a. Imperforate 

Sc C21; Min 182; Gi 60; Mi 60; Yt A23 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: June 23, 1964 (Sc, Min, Gi, and Trach­
tenberg), June 27, 1964 (Mi and Bruce—cover), (b) Postally 
valid through Mar. 9, 1967. (c) First day of issue: Bangui, 
(d) For basketball results of 18th Olympic Ga.mes, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, June 23. Central African Republic. 18th OlymDic Games, Tokyo. 
Oct. 10-25, 1964. Unwmkd; P 12f (Gi), 13 (Sc, Min, Mi, Yt, and 
Halm and Kobylanski); souvenir sheet (128.5 x 99 mm—Sc, 130 x 100 
mm.—Kin, Gi, Mi, and Yt) containing one each of No. 123, 3c20, 
Sc 22, and Sc 23; designed by ?. Gandon and engraved by Pierre 
Forget; recess printed by the State Printing Office, Paris. 

Olympic rings, plus 
124. 50fr green/red/brown/black (blocking opponent's lay-up) 

Sc C23a; Min 185; Gi MS62a; Ml Bl 2; Yt Bl 2 

Notes: (a) For date of issue data, see Note 123a. (b) Postally 
valid through Mar. 10, 1967. (c) First day of issue: Bangui. 
(d) For basketball results of 18th 01ymt)i'c Games, see Note 
102a. 

1964, June 24. Israel. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 1964. 
Unwmkd; P 14 (Yt), 14 x 13 (Sc, Min, Gi, Mi, and Halm and Kobylan­
ski); designed by Bon Reisinger; photogravure by State Printing 
Office, Hakirya. 

125. 30a turquoise blue/lilac-red/black (lay-up over opponent) 
(1,061,000—Ml, Halm and Kobylanski, and Trachtenberg) 

Sc 261; Min 399; Gi 230; Mi 306; Yt 257 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 18th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, June 25. San Marino. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Wmkd triskelion; P 14; designed by Corrado Mancioli; photo-
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gravure by Italian Government Printing Works, Rome. 

Olympic rings, plus 
126. 31 gray-black/ochre-brown (drive by opponent for lay-up)(300, 

000—Yt, 400,000—Mi and Trachtenberg) 

Sc 534; Min 923; Gi 745; Ml 804; Yt 617 

Notes: Ja) For basketball results of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, July 1. Jugoslavia. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Unwmkd; P 121; designed by Nikola Masnikovic; lithography 
on coated paper by Bank Note Printing Institute, Belgrade. 

Olympic Games, plus 
127- 50d blue-gray/black/brownish red (one-hand push shot)(1,000, 

000--Halm and Kobylanski and "JSP" 

Sc 734; Min 1352; Gl 1120; Mi 1079; Yt 976 

Notes: (a) Postally valid through Dec. 31, 1965. (b) For basket­
ball results of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 102a above. 

1964, July 11. Cameroun. Tropics Cup Games, Yaounde, July 11-19, 
1964. Unwmkd; P 13; designed and engraved by Albert Decaris; re­
cess printed by State Printing Office, Paris. 

123. I3fr carmine-red/bray-violet/green (sports equipment, includ-
' . ing basketball) 

a. Imperforate 

Sc 399; Min 431; Gi 360; Mi 406; Yt 332 

Notes: (a) First day of issue: Yaounde, (b) Postally valid through 
Jan. 10, 1965-

1964, August 20. Japan. 13th Olymic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 1964 
(fund raising). Unwmkd; P 13t; miniature sheet (134 x 60 mm.—Sc, 
135 x 60 mm.—Min, Gi, Mi, and Yt) containing one each of Sc 313, 
No. 94, and Sc B20; recess printed by the Government Printing Of­
fice, Tokyo. 

Olympic rings, plus 
129. 5y + 5y black-gray-ereen (hook shot over opponent)(2,000,000 

—Mi ) 

Sc B20a; Min 349A; Gi MS976; Mi Bl 69; Yt Bl 55 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, August 20. Japan. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 1964 
(fund raising). Unwmkd; imperforate; miniature sheet (135 x 60 
mm.—Sc, 135 x 60 mm.—Min, Gi, Mi, and Yt) containing one each of 
Sc B13, No. 94, and Sc B20; recess printed by the Government 
Printing Office, Tokyo. 

Olympic rings, plus 
130. 5y + 5y black-gray-green (hook shot over opponent) 
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Sc ; Min 349Av; Gi ; Mi -** ; Yt 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 18th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, August 22. Senegal. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. ' Unwmkd; P 13; designed and engraved by Claude Haley; recess 
printed by the State Printing Office, Paris. 

131. 35fr blue/orange-brown (jump shot over opponent) 
a. Imperforate (800—Trachtenberg) 

Sc C37; Min 330; Gi 283; Ml 288; Yt A43 

Notes: (a) Date of issue: Aug. 22, 1964 (Sc, Min, Gi, Seebacher, 
Bruce—cover, and Williams), Aug. 24, 1964 (Mi, Halm and Ko­
bylanski, Sieger, and Trachtenberg). (b) First day of issue: 
Dakar, (c) Postally valid through Oct. 30, 1965* (d) For bas­
ketball results of 18th Olympic Games, see Note 102a above. 

1964, August 31. Poland. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Unwmkd; imperforate; souvenir sheet (79 x 106 mm.—Gi, Mi, 
and Halm and Kobylanski, 30 x 104 mm.—Sc, 30 x 106 mm.—Yt, and 
82 x 106 mm.--Min) containing one each of Sc I265a-65d, multicol­
ored inscription: "18th Olympic Games/Tokyo 1964"; designed by 
D. J. Jaworowskl; lithography on coated paper by the State Print­
ing Works, Warsaw. 

Olympic rings, plus 
132. 5z multicolored (two rebounders)(800,000—Mi) 

Sc 1265; Min 1603; Gi MS15l5b; Mi 1525 in Bl 33; Yt Bl 39 

Notes: (a) Souvenir sheet sold for 15z. (b) For basketball results 
of 18th Olympic Games, see Note 102a above. 

1964, September 6. Hungary. 9th European Women's Basketball Cham­
pionship, Budapest, Sept. 5-11, 1964. Unwmkd; P lit x 12; design­
ed by Josef Vertel; photogravure by the Government Printing Of­
fice, Budapest. 

133. 2fo blue (women's lay-up over opponent)(4,520,000—Ml and 
Trachtenberg) 

a. Imperforate (6,000—Mi, Halm and Kobylanski, and Trachten­
berg) 

Sc 1593; Min 2380; Gi 1989; Mi 2062; Yt 1676 

Notes: (a) Results of 9th European Women's Basketball Champion­
ship: (1) Russia, (2) Bulgaria, (3) Czechoslovakia, (4) Ro­
mania, (5) Poland, (6) East Germany, (7) Jugoslavia, and (8) 
Hungary. 

1964, September 15. Ethiopia. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-
25, 1964. Unwmkd; ? 13! x 14 (Gi, Mi, and Halm and Kobylanski), 
14 x 135 (Sc, Min, and Yt); designed by Alle Felege-Selam; litho-
gravure by Aspiota-Elka, Athens. 

Olympic rings, plus 
134. IOJLJ multicolored (rebounding) (350,000—Mi and Halm and Koby-
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lanski) 

Sc C83; Min 625; Gi 589; Mi 480; Yt A80 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, September 25. Albania. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-
25, 1964. Unwmkd; P 12$ (Mi, Yt, and Halm and Kobylanski), 12 x 
12t (Sc, Min, and Gi); lithography. 

Olympic rings, plus 
135. 31 citron yellow/emerald/dark lilac-gray (jump shot over op­

ponent )(50,000—Mi and Trachtenberg) 
a. Imperforate (17,000—Mi and Trachtenberg) 

Sc 761; Min 391; Gi 849; Mi 866 (877— imperf orate); Yt 714 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 18th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, October 10. Japan. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Unwmkd; P 13 (Yt), 13t (Sc, Min, Gi, and Mi); designed by 
Sabura Watanabe; photogravure by the Government Printing Office, 
Tokyo. 

Olympic rings, plus 
136. 40y multicolored (National Gymnasium, Yoyogi Sports Center) 

(20,000,000—Mi ) 

Sc 324; Min 942; Gi 934; Mi 372; Yt 789 

Notes: (a) For basketball results of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 
102a above. 

1964, October 10. Japan. 13th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Unwmkd; P 13 (Yt), 13t (Min, Gi, and Mi); souvenir sheet 
(92.5 x 143 mm.—Sc, 93 x 144 mm.—Mi, 94 x 142 mm.—Yt) contain­
ing one each of Sc 321, Sc 322, Sc 823, No. 136, and Sc 825, black 
inscription and emblem of 13th Olympic Games in margin; designed 
by Saburo Watanabe; photogravure by the Government Printing Of­
fice, Tokyo. 

Olympic rings, plus 
137. 40y multicolored (National Gymnasium, Yoyogi Sports Center) 

(4,000,000—Mi) 

Sc ; Min 944; Gi MS986; Mi Bl 73; Yt Bl 59 

Notes: (a) Souvenir sheet sold for 140 yen. (b) For basketball re­
sults of 13th Olympic Games, see Note 102a above. 

1964, November 27. Honduras. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo, Oct. 10-25, 
1964. Unwmkd; P 14 (Sc and Min), 14| (Gi, Mi, and Yt); photogra­
vure by Heraclio Fourneir, Vitoria. 

Olympic rings, plus 
138. !</, green-olive/black (view of Copan) (2,000,000—Mi) 
139- 2*/ lilac-rose/black (stone marker from Copan) (1, 000,000—Mi) 
140. 5^ gray-ultramarine/black (Mayan stone ball player)(500,000— 
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