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Sthe World ﬁ/ Chess Cancels

Compiled by John La Porta

Introduction by Bob Long, Editor of CHESSTAMPS INFORMANT

Though collecting chess on stamps as a topical is becoming more
and more popular, another aspect of this thematic is the always inter-
esting collecting of chess cancels on first day covers, souvenir
cards, etc.

The first official cancel known was used by Germany in 1923 at
Borstendorf. Private cancels, club markers and other items have ap-
peared since before the turn of the century.

The number of cancels is approaching 300, some scarce, especially
the early ones and even a few recent ones, but most are moderately
priced and bought by collector, amateur, professional, and even chess
masters! However, it is unfortunate that sometimes an important event
is ignored while many almost unnoticeable tournaments are publicized
through cachets and cancels.

Cancels in the past have commemorated chess clubs, chess masters,
tournaments, chess congresses and chess olympics. The largest proli-
feration within memory of an event being honored was the 1968 Chess
Olympics in Lugano, Switzerland where FDC's, cancels, covers, cards,
and medals were released. If 1t weren't for the varied items such as
these, collecting the chess stamps alone would become a very slow
topic.

Naturally several world championship events have been honored by
stamps, cancels,and special stationery as with the recent World Champ-
ionship Match in 1969 whereupon the Russian postal system issued a
nicely cacheted cover and beautiful cancel. Other oddities such as
chess clocks have also appeared on cancels.

As usual, some cancels have been prepared just as finely engraved
stamps are, and others were rush jobs with little or no imagination.



But it is honest to say that it is one of the most interesting toilcs
you could become acquainted with.

ARGENTINA

28.8-19.9.1939 - Buenos Aires, International Teacher's Championship.
(8th Chess Olympiad)

21.7,1960 - Buenos Aires - International Masters Tournament. In use
for one day only. (1)

AUSTRIA
19-21.9.1947 - Hartberg, National Tournament. Cancel also in red(2)

25.5-20,6,1948 - Badgastein, International Tournament. Cancel also
in violet, red & green. (3)

13-29.7.1968 - Ybbs an der Donau, XV Student Chess Championship. (&)
Roller type cancel.

BRAZIL
20-28.10.1956 - Baura, 21st Interland Sports Olympiad.

8.8,1960 - Brusque, Men's Team & Women's Individual Championships.
In use for one day only. (5)

19-27.,11.1960 - Sao Paulo, South American Zonal Tournament. (6)

9-16.10.1965 - Brusque, VI National Championship. (7)
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23-28.8,1966 - Sao Paulo, II Pan-American Tournament.

(8)

15-23.10.1966 - Rio Claro-Sao Paulo, 31st Interland Sports Olympiad.

17-31.8.1968 - Sao Paulo, II Chess Tournament.

(10)

17-25.5.1969 - Sao Paulo, IV Olympiad for Children.

(9)

(11)

4,10.1969 - Botucatu - III University Olympic Games among the Medi-
cal Schools of Sao Paulo State.

BULGARIA

(12)

29.9.1947 - Sofia, First Day cancel for #580.

17.7.1958 - Sofia, First Day cancel for #1015.
7.7.1962 - Sofia, First Day cancel for #1225-29.

& S.S. sheet on three FDC's).

15.9.1962 - Varna, same, opening day of the 15th Olympiad.
(15)

in violet.

CUBA

1.11.1951 - Havana, First Day cancel for # 463-5, C4L4-6, E14.

cel in blue.

(16)

(13)
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Sports Philatelists International

President: Mrs. Barbara T, Williams, 6601 White Osk Ave., Reseda, CA. 91335
Vice-Presidents John La Porta, 1413 S. 58th Court, Cicero, Illinois 60650
Sec«Treas: " Leonard K. Eichorn, 4331 Baintree Road, University Hgts., OH. 44118
Directora: William G. Brecht, 236 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y, 10001

Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691
Mrs. Helen Turner, 1645 S. 272nd St., Kent, Wash. 98031
Harold Wasserman, 3703 Somerset Drive, Los Angeles, CA. 90016

Aductionss William D, Stoms,-2161 A 36th St., Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544
Membership: Miss Helen Long, 6073 Woodland, Apt. 26, Ventura, CA. 93003
Sales Depts Urban Billmeier, 3206 N. Southport Ave., Chicago, Illineis 60657

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the study end collection of postage stemps and related collateral material
dealing with gports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of in-
ternational understanding and good-will through mutual interest in philately and
sports., Its activities are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer
gservices of its members. 41l members in good standing receive the bi-monthly issue
of 'Journal of Sports Philately'. The dues for regular membership are $3.00 per
year. Membership applications may be obtained from Miss Helen Long, 6073 Woodland,
Apt. 26, Ventura, CA. 93003.

Journal Of Sports Philately

Editor: John La Porta, 1413 S. 58th Court, Cicero, Illinois 60650
Associate
Editors: Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Brosdway, Room 1824, New ¥ork, N.Y. 10006

Paul Bosquet, 20 Hancock St., Springfield, Mass. 01109

Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691
Singrey J. Hughes, 1548 East Hedrick Drive, Tuscon, Ariz, 85719
Mrs, Helen Turner, 1645 S. 272nd St., Kent, Wash. 98031

Harold Wasserman, 3703 Somerset Drive, Los Angeles, CA. 90016
Mrs. Barbera T, Williams, 6601 White Oek Ave., Reseda, CA. 91335

Art Editor: Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Mesin St., East Orange, New Jersey 07018
Circulations Jeff T. Kawashima, 5158 East Manoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii
Publisher: William G, Brecht, 236 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10001

Advertising rates: Space for commerical advertising is available at the following
rates: full page - $14.00; half page - §9.75; quebter page - $5.50; and one-eighth
page - $3.00. A discount of 5% is allowed for three insertions of didentical copy,
or 10% for six insertions. Camera ready copy must be supplied by the advertiser or
the advertising will be reproduced from ordinary typewritten originels. Long lists
of prices must be supplies in camera-reedy form. Publishing deadline is the first
day of Jan., March, May, July, Sept., and Nov,

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors
and they do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI
or the position of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publica-
tion are from Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue unless specifically
stated otherwise. SPI and JSP do not guarantee advertisements, but accept
copy in good faith, reserving the right to reject objectionable material.

A special circular handstamp showing crossed hockey sticks as its
central motif and reading DATHLIAD 75 AIM HOCI RHWNGWLADCI - CYMRU
IWERDDON 1895-1970 - LLANDUDNO CAERNARVONSHIRE will be used May 14 at
Llandudro and Golwyn Bay Head Office. Send stamped and addressed en-
velopes to the head postmaster, Golwyn Bay Head Office, Great Britain.

(Linn's Stamp News)
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CUBA (Con't)

April, 1966 - Havana, Pan-American Tournament. Promotional machine
cancel.

18.10.1966 - Havana, First Day cancel, 6 stamps & S.S., 17th Chess
Olympiad on 3 FDC's. (17)

25.10.1966 - Havana, Opening day cancel for the 17th Chess Olympiad.
(18)

19.11.1966 - Havana, Simultaneous Games, 6,500 tables. (19)

19.11.1966 - Havana, Closing of the 17th Chess Olympiad. Purple(20)

June, 1967 - Havana, 4th Chess Tournament of Friendly Armies. (21)
August, 1967 - Havana, Capablanca Memorial Tournament. (22)

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

6-19.8.1933 - Mnichovo Hradiste, U.J.C.S. Chess Congress. (23)
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15.8-1.9.1948 - Bratislava 1, 20th Chess Jubilee. Red cancel (2&)
18,11-11.12.1956 - Podebrady, National Championship Finals. (25)
24,10-16.11.1965 - Pardubice, 5th Final Championship. (26)
29,5-17.6.1966 ~ Harrachov, International Tournament. (27)

5-12.6.1966 - Podebrady, Esperantist's International Tournament.
Cancel also in red & green. (28)

20-28.8.1966 - Prague, International Correspondence Chess Federation.
(29)

22,8-13.9.1966 ~ Prague, 3rd Chess Tournament of Friendly Armies (30)

3-10.7.1967 - Podebrady, International Esperanto Tournament. Cancel
also in green. (31)

15-31.7.1967 - Harrachov, 1l4th World Students Championship. (32)
3-13.8.1967 - Zilina, Youth Chess Tournament. Also in violet. (33)

25.11-3.12.1968 - Veseli na Morave, Semi Final Tournament of the
European Championships. Also in red. (34)

21-30.6.1968 - Podebrady, International Esperanto Tournament. Also
in red, green & blue. (35)
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18.5-8.6.1969 - Lukacovice, International Chess Tournament. (36)

18.8.1969 - Banska Bystrical, 12th Year of Chess Tourney S.N.P. (37)

4-31.10.1969 - Vesell n. Moravou, Women's World Chess Championship.
(38)

25,10.1969 - Bruntal, International Chess Tournament. (39)
DENMARK

3-23.,10.1965 - Copenhagen, International Tournament Celebrating 100
Year Jubilee of Copenhagen's Chess Club. (40)

14-17.10.1967 - Copenhagen, Semi-final Tournament of the European
Chess Championships. (41)

ENGLAND
17-27.4.1963 - Bognor Regis, llth International Chess Congress.
1-11.4,1964 - Bognor Regis, 12th International Chess Congress.
21.4-1.5.1964 - Bognor Regls, 13th International Chess Congress,
13-23.4.,1966 - Bognor Regis, l4th International Chess Congress.

29.4-8,.5,1967 - Bcimor Regis, 15th International Chess Congress. (42)
All of the above are the Brighton & Hove meter cancels
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29,11,1959 - Sutton Coldfield-Birmingham.'Meter cancel in use for
Chess magazine. (43)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

23.6.1967 - Santo Domingo, First day cancel for #'s 636, C152 &
Cl52a. (44)

FINLAND

10.8.1952 - Helsinki, First day cancel for #308. Publicizing the
10th Chess Olympiad. (45)

FRANCE

9.4.1966 - Le Havre, First day cancel #1154 issued for the Interna-
tional Chess Festival. (46)

9-11.4,1966 - Le Havre, International Chess Festival. (47)

1.7-30.9.1966 - Grenoble, 40th National Chess Championship. Boxed
slogan cancel.

16-23.9.1968 - Arcahon, International Chess Meet. (48)

GERMANY

1923-19%9 - Borstendorf, Promotion of chess board & figures indus-
try. (49)

22-28.5.1933 -~ Berlin-Charlotteburg, Chess Propaganda Week. (50)

16.8-2.9.1936 - Munich, Chess Olympics, International Team Tourna-
ment. (51)

Nov. 1938-June 1941 - Borstendorf, Promotion of chess board & fig-
ures industry. (52)
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10-31,8.1947 - Weidenau (Sieg), German Chess Championship. (53)
13-23.9.1947 - Stuttgart, International Masters Tournament. (54)
15-19.10.1947 - Endingen, lst South Baden Chess Congress. (55)
26.10-2.11.1947 - Schwabishch-Hall, Haller Chess Week. (56)
29.9-5,.9.,1948 - Konstanz , 2nd South Baden Chess Congress. (57)
29.8-5.9.1948 - Essen, German Championships. (58)

23.7-7.8.1949 - Prun (Eifel), International Chess Tournament. (59)
17-31.8.1951 - Dortmund-Bapop, International Chess Tournament. (60)
30.9-23.10.1958 - Munich, 13th Chess Olympiad. (61)

21-22.,7.1962 - Seehausen, 1lst International Fast Play Tournament.(62)
7-8.9.1963 - Oberwossen, 2nd International Fast Play Tournament.(63)

27.5-7.6.1964 - Bochum, Exhibition of Leisure & Recreation. (64)
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(The World of Chess Cancels Con't)

Compilers notes: Listings are according to the European fashion of
dates, i. e., day, month & year. Information and illustrations have ‘
been derived from "Chesstamps Informant" by Bob Long, "Schach Sonder-
stempel” by Jaroslav Justyn and Franta Paroulek, "Philatelic Caissa"

by Larry L. Brandon, Bob Long's and the compilers collections. at the
conclusion of this compilation, there will be an addendum for the omit-

ted items. Corrections and omissions should be reported to the com-
priler. An illustration, if possible, of any cancel omitted should be

sent for publication. (To be continued)

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS

NEW MEMBERS

#747 Miss Marlene A. Tee Boon #658 Rex Haggett
(GS:AE) 27 Meadow Close
136 W. Cavalier Road Stratford-Upon-Avon
Scottsville, N.Y. 14546 Warwickshire,

England
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

#733 Elio Tomassini

#591 Maurizio Tecardi Viale N. Sauro, 139
Via dell Alpinismo 24 Porto San Giorgio
10194 Rome, Italy 63017, Italy

Joseph M. Lacko (SPI 199), discussed "Sport in Czechoslovak Phil- .
ately" last Jan. 22nd at the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of New
York....James M. Chemi (SPI 473), was elected to the board of direct-
ors of the newly reactivated Arizona Federation of Stamp Clubs....
Roland Rindshoj (SPI 161), is the general chairman of the 7th Western
National Postage Stamp Show (ASDA West), which will be staged May 15-
17 at the Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, CA.....Belated congratulations
to Chris Norgard (SPI 9), who won the Cuy-Lor Topical Plaque at Cuy-
Lorpex, Rocky River, Ohio, for his "Those Other Sports (Sports Seldom
Seen in Philately) Olympics Excluded"....Two SPI members have articles
in the 1969 "The Congress Book", published for the 35th American Phil-
atelic Congress. One article by Ira Seebacher (SPI 16), i1s titled 0d-
dity Collection and the other by P. J. Drossos (SPI 354), is Island
State of 100 Days....Get well wishes to Hal Wasserman (SPI 183) who is
recuperating from surgery...From Art Hoffman (SPI 131), comes the fol-
lowing - "The December 1969 issue of JSP carrying a listing on page 20
of Sharjah Minkus catalog XIX Olympic Gold Medal Winners of the past
numbers 386-92 indicate that Jesse Owens is the person shown on one
of the stamps in this set. This i1s 1incorrect and has been confirmed
by the real person Ben Johnson writing in the Nov. issue of Track and
Field News. He was captain of the 1937-38 track team at Columbia. Due
to a massive hamstring pull, he was out of competition in 1936, the
year of the Berlin Olympics"....Also from Art, "the Jan.-Feb. issue
i1s a bit behind with information concerning what cities have applied
for the 1976 Winter and Summer Olympic Games. The choice by members
of the I.0.C. will be made at the 69th session in Amsterdam, May 7-16 ‘
The candidates are as follows: Summer Games--Montreal (Canada), Los
Angeles (U.S.), Florence (Italy) and Moscow (USSR). Winter Games--
Tampere (Finland), Vancouver (Canada), Denver (U.S.) and Sion, (Swit-
zerland)."....0ur Prexy reaped another first place award with her "The
History of Soccer in the Olympics™ at the Glendale Stamp & Coin Exhib.
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REVIEWS

- Bob Bruce -

Foster, C. E., A Guide for Amateur Writers. Albuquerque: Author,
1969, 12 pp.

In this modest publication C. E. Foster, editor of "The New Mex-
ico Philatelist", has produced & business-like booklet which should
be of interest to several hundred members of SPI. It is Foster's
thesis that hobbyists (e. g., sports philatelists and just plain
sports collectors), even the most inexperienced, have something to
share with fellow-collectors (with which most editors would agree
wholeheartedly) and that non-professional writing is easy once the
initial psychological reluctance is overcome.

Foster divides his guide into three parts: simplified article
writing, illustrating the article, and preparing the final manu-
script. He makes each task sound so simple that Editor John La For-
ta's desk may just be flooded with material from new member-authors!
Why not accept the challenge? What about that special twist you give
a portion of your collection, that sub-topic which only you exploit,
or that favorite cover with the interesting history?

John (1413 S. 53th Court, Cicero, Ill. 60650) has obtained a
small supply of Foster's gulde; they are your's for twenty-five cents
to cover cost and postage. If you exhaust, the author himself can be
contacted at 317-D 15th St., N. W., Albuquerque, N. M. 87104.

Try it. Writing for "JSP" is easy.

dalm, derbert S., and J, K. Kobylanski, Ball Games on Stamps, A Topi-
cal Catalog. Montevideo: Editorial Mundus S. A., 1969, 210 pp.

Here's a really good one, especially for those of you who col=-
lect your stamps by sport!

The compilers have delimited the field of sports philately to
those stamps clearly depicting a game played with a ball. Preferab-
ly the ball itself is shown, although series issued in honor of a
particular championship and stadia showing the specific playing field
of a ball game are included.

Separate sections are established for each of twenty-four sports.
As one might guess easily, soccer leads with eighty-four pages while
basketball has a thirty-page coverage. Within each section the or-
ganization is alphabetically by country, then chronologically within
each country.

No standard catalogue numbers are used; rather the stamps of
each country are numbered chronologically regardless of the sport de-
pPicted. Among the United States issues, for example, the baseball
stamp of 1939 is #1 and the basketball stamp of 1961 is #2; presumab-
ly the next edition of this publication will carry the baseball stamp
of 1969 as #3 and the 1969 football stamp as #4.
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Full philatelic information (to the limit of known data, at
least) is given for each stamp. Nearly every stamp and souvenir sheet
are illustrated in black and white; in only a few cases is there a
printed notation indicating a reference to a previous entry. Prices
in dollars and cents are quoted to represent the world market situa-
tion at the time of compilation.

The catalogue excludes the issues of "certain states and terri-
tories of the Near East" where they are regarded as of doubtful postal
validity or the issuing country does not belong to the Universal Post=-
al Union.

The very heavy paper cover was designed by Angel M. Medina, who
1s responsible for most of the Uruguayan stamps of recent years. It
1s a pity that the binding is not a bit sturdier; my copy is already
quite the worse for wear in that the cover is rapidly detaching it-
self from the volume.

Despite this handicap, this publication receives high recommenda-
tions--if nothing else, for the compilation of philatelic data. Your
check or money order for $7.40 in favor of the State Bank and Trust
Company (Account 9273-852-3) of Boston will produce a copy by air mail
in quite reasonable time. You won't be sorry!

WHY GIVE IT UP

In the past several years, a number of friends have gilven up
sports and Olympic collecting. When asked why, the usual answer was
"too many new issues and too many high priced sets". This disenchant-
ment seems to be bourne out in the loss of membership in the SPI, the
drop in sales of printed album pages and the continual overprinting
of "remainders" of the original sport stamps of certain countries.

The reasons cited above for giving up topical collecting seem to
be a fallacy to this writer. Instead of giving up, why not Jjust ig-
nore the high priced "labels", excessive issues from the iron curtain
countries etc. There is no reason to have your collection "complete"
if a good deal of the material is not even recognized as legitimate
stamps by the catalog editors! Why not just collect the more respect-
able stamp 1issuing countries who sell stamps at a reasonable face

value.

If you are completely fed up with the situation, I suggest you
try another field of collecting. Some areas that don't seem to be ex-
ploited by the entrepreneurs are cancellations and postal stationery.
I concede that there are not quite as easy to locate as stamps but the
fun is in the chase!

Why not give it a try before you give it up.

Is there any member interested 1in compiling the 1index. 1It's a
once a year Jjob and not very difficult. Please write if interested.
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