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SOKOL

JOSEPH M. LACKO

I have enjoyed, and certainly benefitted from the articles on
Sokol in JSP, but being somewhat of a speclalist in Czechoslovakian
sports material, I believe I am able to add additional information
which may be of interest to other members. My modest bit follows, and
I think that many of our members can send additions to almost every-
thing which has been written. It is through this cooperation that we
will all be better sports philatelists.

Although the first Sokol meet was held in Prague in 1882, there
is 1ittle to commemorate the event philatelically. Most material suit-
able to a collection would be in the form of post cards with Sokol th-
emes or various labels issued by C 0 S (Bohemian Sokol Community).

In 1887, the Prague Sokol issued postcards to publicize the Sokol
movement. The cards are unusual in that the designation in small Ger-
man lettering reads 'Correspondence-Karte' and in larger lettering the
Czech 'Korespondencni Listek'. In the place for franking, an excerpt
from the Human Rights law 1s quoted in which in essence states that in
all lands its language is used in schools, in official places, as well
as in everyday 1life, 1s recognized and sacnctioned by the!State. At
this time, Bohemia was under the Austro-Hungarian Empire government.It
was the idea of Sokol to keep the national spirit alive and for a time
it was done successfully. The postal authority finally realized that
by permitting the use of such propaganda, it was furthering the Sokol
jdea so it passed regulations against the use of such cards. It ap-
pears nothing was done about the artwork on the face side of the cards
since even after the legends were forbidden, cards continued to be is=-
sued with view cards showing busts of leading Sokol personalities such
as Dr. Tyrs, Jindrich Fugner and Dr. Gregr. Some showed the emblem of
Bohemia and many carried various slogans. (Figs 1 & 2)
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Perhaps the most interesting of all items is the label-framer.
These must be the most unusual of all labels. The Sokol Smichov in
Prague, while honoring the Austrian commemorative stamps in 1908,
cleverly stole the show. The labels were printed in very large format
and in various colors. The center of the labels measuring exactly the
size of the issued stamps were left blank; the labels also carried de-
nomination designations for all values of the printed stamps. Thus,
the 1labels formed a 'framer' for a stamp of a given <value. In use,
the labels were first affixed to the cover or card in the proper place,
then the correct value postage was affixed to the blank space in the
label. This was probably the forerunner of the Stamp on Stamp special-
ty - except of course - here it was stamp on label. (Fig. 3)

You can imagine the propaganda value of this little device. The
malls were properly franked and therefore received service and yet
around each of the stamps was a publicity item for Sokol. The labels
read 'NA TELCOVICNU SOKOLA II TYRS na SMICHOVE' (To Tyrs Sokol Hall II
in Smichov). Thanks to publicity given the labels by the German press
and to the intervention of higher politicians, these labels were soon
used up. In the beginning, the postal authority had inadvertently
aided the Sokol cause but soon afterwards realized its mistake and the
use of such 1labels were forbidden. These items, postally used, are
rarities now.

There was only one commemorative cancel used during the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and that was 'VI Sokol Meet in Prague 1912'. The '
first cancel after the birth of the Czechoslovakian Republic in 1919

was for a meet in the city of Znojmo. It reads 'SOKOLSKI SLET VA

ZNOJME C.S.P. 24.8.1919°'.
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" In 1926 a label was issued depicting Trys' home. It was sold for
10 Haleru and was in commemoration of the VIII Sokol meet in 1926. The
11lustration shows the label with a postal cancellation bearing the
legend ‘'Praha 6,VII, 1926 VIII SLET VSESOKOLSKY' (VIII SOKOL MEET)

(Fig. 4)

(Fig. 3)

You have previously seen special cancels for the VII Slet but we
show one here with the roller type (endless) cancel on several values

of the Czech regular postage. (Fig. 5)
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In all, there are about 80 different special cancellations relat-
ing to the Sokol meets, and an undetermined number of special publi-
city labels. Specialists are always on the alert for such items and
perhaps the information here will be of value to those who collect

such material.

UNITED STATES POSTAL SLOGAN CANCEL CATALOG - 1968 EDITION - with TOPICAL CHECK LIST
-COMPLETELY REVISED WITH HUNDREDS OF PRICE INCREASES=-

128 pages, plus covers, 5% x 8%, plastic comb binding. COMPLETE alphabetical listing
of over 2500 known U.S. postal slogan cancels from their inception in 1897 through
Dec. 19673 U.S. Philippine Islands (1908-45); Canal Zone; Commemorative Cancels; U.S.
Used Abroadj profusely illustrated. WHERE USED; WHEN USED; TYPE OF CANCEL; HOW AND

WHAT TO COLLECT3; MACHINE IDENTITY CHARTj 2 WORLD'S PANAMA PACIFIC EXPOSITION Type
Chartsj 85-Subject TOPICAL CHECK LIST; CURRENT MARKET VALUES for all. All FLAG Slo-
gans, Expositions, Fairs, SPORTS, SCOUTS, OLYMPICS Slogans are listed and priced.
$4.25 postpaid MOE LUFF, 12SP Greene Road, Spring Valley, NY 10977
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SPORTS and OLYMPICS

NEW ISSUE LIST EVERY MONTH
WANT LIST FILLED WE BREAK SETS
TO SELL YOU THE STAMP YOU NEED
BRUN & FILS SPORTS AND SCOUTS CATALOGUE 1988 ®1.5° 7T

e e ROLAND RINDSHOJ
Sports & Olympic stamps issued SPOR'I‘ STAMPS
- P.O. Box 302

A.P.S. S.P.I. A.T.A. lgﬁl

Montebello, Calif. 90640
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Fhe Year of Qlasgow @eltz'c
R. LANDY ANTINORIS

Next to the World Cup - the European Cup for national club champ-
jions is the most important honour on the Soccer calendar. Indeed,
such is the passion and the reward in winning it-clubs think nothing
of withdrawing thelr key players from the national side, who may be
playing for a place in the World Cup.

Initiated more than ten years ago by the French sports paper
L'Equipe, the tournament was quickly taken over by FIFA and under
their jurisdiction it has become the world's greatest money spinning
tournament of all.

The first five years, Real Madrid, the famous Spanish club of
Puskas, De Stefano, Kopa etc. held a tight grip on this trophy and be-
came world renowned. As these stars who were recruited from all over
the world mellowed with age, theilr great rivals Benfica, from Lisbon
known as the Portuguese Red Eagles took over the mantle of greatness.
For the next two years they reigned as champions. It seemed that no
nation could break this Iberian domination. By 1963, the Milanese
clubs from Italy, A.C. Milan and Inter bDroke the strangle hold of the
Iberians and the Cup went to Italy. Again in order to do this, great
names were recruited at fabulous sums from all over the world.

In England and Scotland for that matter, the wealthy clubs cast
covetous eyes in the direction of the European Cup as they vied with
one another to capture and be the FIRST British club to achieve this
honour. Year in, year out, into the melting pot of Europe they went
only to be fried, sizzled and tossed out to fight another day. But
first they had to win their respective national championship - no mean
this in itself. In Scotland, the powerful Glasgow Rangers were the
nation's representives on merit. Year in, year out, as Scottish champ-
jons they had failed time and again. By 1966, Celtic on the other hand
having nursed and wielded their 'Babes' who had now grown in stature
emerged with a powerful pool of home bred players. No foreign players
were considered. At their very first attempt they swept all before
them and became the first British team ever to win the European Cup,
when they defeated the Italian club Inter Milan in the final at Lisbon

To be Scotland's representitives, they first had to win the nat-
ional championship. They did more than this; they won everything in
sight. The four major Scottish honours were won. The signed card
postmarked commemorating the four major honours was franked on the day
during the actual times these matches were played - the time and date
stamp shows the start and termination of each of these games.

The Grand Slam of Scottish football included Scottish League Cup (Ran-
gers) - Glasgow Cup (Partick Thistle) - Scottish Cup (Aberdeen) -
Scottish League Championship (BRangers) - Runners up. Autographed by
Celtic pool of players and President, General Secretary of UEFA (Eur-
opean Football Association). Postmarks record the commencement and
the termination of each of the honours. (Fig. 1)
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Cover postmarked for the
Celtic v Inter Milan of
Italy final 1in Lisbon,
Portugal with the vict-
ory parade postmark 7.15
P. M. from Glasgow to
Celtic Park the following
night. Autographed by
the Celtic players pool.
(Fig. 2)

(Fig. 1)
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Same, but autographed by UEFA President and General Secretary. (Fig.3)

Inter of Italy - cover postmarked Ibrox Glasgow-location of Glasgow
Rangers stadium for match on March 3, 1965 and May 6, 1967. On the
latter date, Inter's master mind Herrera, saw Celtic defeat the Ran-
gers for the Scottish Champlionship. The cover 1is franked with the
Scottish Nationalist 'taboo' label deplicting Rabbie Burns. Autographs
ed by Herrera and the Inter Milan players pool. Fig. 4)

4rd.March 1965 IBROX Glasgow
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Frontpiece autographed by
Hellenio Herrera and the
Inter Milan players pool.
(Fig. 5)

Celtic defeats Zurich, the
Swiss national champions
in the prelimenary round.
Postmarked on the day of
the match with a 7.30 P.M.
kick-off time. 1In addit-
ion, the 'Parkhead' match
location cancel. Auto-
graphed by the Zurich play-
er pool. (Fig. 6)

(Fig. 5)

(Fig. 6)
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RONALD ANTINORIS
9 Queens Park Avsnu
Glasgow, S.2
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(Fig. 7)

RONALD A« i INORIS
9 Queem Park Avenus
Ghesgow, €3

The French national club, Nantes, are eliminated by Celtic in the
first round. The cover was cancelled on the match day with the 7.45
P. M. kick-off time. Also with the 'Parkhead' match location stadium
cancel. Autographed by the Nantes player pool. (Fig. 7)

European Cup Quarter-Final: Vojvodina of Jugoslavia are narrowly de-
feated by Celtic. The cover is cancelled on the match day with the
8 P.M. kick-off time. Also with the 'Parkhead' match location cancel.
Autographed by the Vo jvodina players pool. (Fig. 8)

(Fig. 8)
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(Fig. 9)

RONALD ANTINORIS
9 Queens Purk Avence
Glasgow, 5.2

European Cup Semi-Final: Dukla Prague, Czech army club and national
champions lose to Celtic. Cancelled on the match day and kick-off
time of 8 P.M. Also with the 'Parkhead' match location cancel. Auto-
graphed by the Czech player pool. (Fig. 9)

Tottenham Hotspur, the powerful English squad and winners of the Eng-
lish F.A. Cup meet Celtic, winners of the Scottish Cup. This most ex-
citing match ended in a three all draw. Glasgow match date cancel
with 3 P.M., kick-off time. Fully autographed by the Tottenham Hotspur
team and illustrated with photos of the team. (Fig. 10)

(Fig. 10)

wSo.

RONALD ANTINORIS
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Penarole of Uruguay, World Club Champions of 1966 and South American
Club Champions of 1966, meet Celtic in Glasgow. Celtic edged to a
narrow victory of two to one. Cover i1s franked with British and Uru-
guayan stamps and tied with
the Glasgow 5 Sep 67, 8 P.M
postmark. Autographed by the
entire player pool. Cover is
addressed to Brigadier Conrado
A, Saez, President of the Uru-
guayan Football Association.
(Fig. 11)

Uruguay issued a stamp to com-
memorate the Victory of the
Penarole Club in the Intercon-
tinental Soccer Championships
of 1966 (Scott 758) which is
affixed to the card and is
autographed by the Penaroid
players pool. (Fig. 12)
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