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& EURQ. C IONSHIPS P
- Hans C, M, Abbenhuis -

The World and Furopean Championships in speed-skating are held each year under the supervision
of the ISU (International Skating Union). They were officially organized in 1892, but in 1891
'invitation races' were held in Amsterdam for the title of World Champion. The winner was the Amer-
ican skater Donoghue, second the Dutchman Klaas Pander and third place to Underborg of Sweden.

The first official World Championships failed to come up with a winner because none of the con—
testante could meet the requirements of those days. The program called for three out of four races
(500, 1500, 5000, 10,000 meters) to be won to qualify as a winner., These four distance races are
still the official meters in the championship rules today.

Since 1900 the following rules are used by the Furopean and World Championships, (a) the races
are held in 500, 1500, 5000, and 10,000 meters. The 500m. and 5000m. races are held the first day,
with the 1500m. and 10,000m, races on the second day. Since 1947 the rules state that only the best
16 skaters after three distance races may start in the 10,000m, race. Every race will have only two
skaters together. (b) All time-results will be reduced into 500-meter-time, This can result in the
fastest skater losing the race because of the method in arriving at the total number of points when
converted into 500-meter-time,

During the first years of the official World Championships there was one speed-skater who dom-
inkted all others, Jaap Eden from Holland, He won the World Championships in 1893, 1895, and 1896,
and was 'ex-aequo' first in 1894. Rden was not only great in speed-skating but gained wvictory in
the World Cycling Championship races in 1894 (10km) and in 1895 the sprint and one-mile race.

The second great skater in history was Oscar Mathisen of Norway. He won the Furopean Champion-
ships three times and the World Championships five times (19-8-9, 1912, 1913, and 1914).

Between 1922 and 1931, during the ten race~seasons you will find the name of Clas Thunberg of
Finland, He won the title four times in the European and five times in the World Championships. In
the same period Ivar Ballangrud of Norway made great success, winning the Furopean title twice and
the World title four times, along with four gold medals, two silver and one bronze in the Winter
Olympic Games of 1928, 1932, and 1936.

During the II World War no races were held, but since 1947 the European and World Championships
have taken place without interruption. In 1953 the Russian skaters took part again after an absence
of about 40 years (their last World Champion was Nicolai Strumnikoff in 1911).




Before the arrival of the Russians, all speed-skaters in the world were dominated by one man,
Hjalmar Andersen of Norway. He won the European and World title in 1950, 1951, and 1952, besides
Olympic titles in the 1500, 5000 and 10,000 meters at the Winter Olympic Games in Oslo in 1952. .

The arrival of the Russians however broke the Scandinavian hegemony. Between 1953 and 1968 the
Russian skaters took eight European and six World titles. Their best-known representatives were
Oleg Gonsharenko (European Championship in 1957, 1958, World Championship in 1953, 1956 and 1958),
Boris Shilkov, Victor Koszitskin and Eduard Matuseviteh.

In reviewing the European and World Championships by country, we have the following:

Country  European  NWorld
Norway 9 8
Russia 8 6
Holland 3 3
Sweden 2 2
Finland 0 2
Hungary 0 5 |

For speed-skaters, the races at the Olympic Games are quite different from the European and
World Championships. In thoze races there is only one winner while in the Olympic Games there are
four gold medal winners (one for each meter race). It is here that specialists in short as well as
long distances have a chance to win in each. This is especially true in the 500m. race as the
skater would never be able to win the European or World title because he loses too much time in the
long distance races under the 500m, time-result point system. An example, the gold medal winners
Ken Henry (USA), Richard McDermott (USA), and Erhard Keller (W.Germany) who have never had a chance
to play an important part in the European and World Championships.

The list of medal winners at the Olympic Games gives quite another picture in comparison to
the European and World Championships.

Country Gold  Silver  Bronze T

Norway 17 15 1 4

USSR 8 3 5 16 (since 1956)

USA 7 5 2 14 (4 gold, 1 silver, 1932)
Finland 5 6 4 15

Sweden 3 2 L] 10

Holland 1 6 2 9

W.Germany b & 0 0 1

Canada 0 1 4 5 (all in 1932)

Austria 0 0 1 b §

As in other types of sports, the achievements in speed-skating have improved greatly. Many
'Unimprovable' records have been improved. The most important are better training methods, better
material, and better ice-rinks., The better rinks are constructed on great heights and in places
where the climate is ideal for greater achievements, no wind, thin air and very sunny.

About the turn of the century the best skaters in the world went to the magnificent ice-rink
in Davos, Switgzerland, most of the World records in those days were improved in Davos. After World
War II the Russians constructed such a 'dream ice-rink' in Alma Ata, When the news of world record
achievements in Alma Ata reached the western countries, there was a great deal of doubt about the
validity of the records.

However, when the Russian skaters, who made these fantastic records, beat all the western
skaters in the first year that they took part in the World Championships (1953) the doubt about the
validity was removed.

The well-known ice-rinks, constructed on great heights are: Davos, Switserland, Alma Ata, USSR
Misurina (the Olympic rink in Cortina d'Ampezso, Italy, 1956), Squaw Valley, USA (1960) and Inzell
West Germany, where in 1969 the European Championships will be held.

FFIMEX WINNERS

THEY DID IT AGAIN - Barbara Williams and Chris Norgard, our most dedicated exhibitors, brought
home the first and second place awards,

No large Gold Medals were awarded, something to do with rules in judging topicel exhibits, How-
ever, the Gold Medals given are just smaller duplicates of the large ones.

First place Gold Medal went to Chris Norgard for his exhibit 'Postal History of the Olympic Games! ‘
Second place Vermeil (gold-silver) Medal awarded to Brabara Williams for her exhibit 'History of

Soccer in the Olympic Games!

Carol Jose Turu also was awarded a Vermeil Medal and the SPI Trophy for his exhibit 'Jules Rimet Cup!

The silver-bronze medal went to Frantisek Andel of Czechoslovakia for his exhibit 'The Splendor of

the Olympic Games,



THE_LONG LEAP - SKY DIVING
- John La Porta -

Of all the sports practiced around the world, none can match the raw courage and the nerve that
are needed for sky-diving, Parachutists admit to the thrill one can derive from jumping out of a
plane. There are over 15,000 Americans participating and it is a very popular sport in Russia and

the other Eastern European countries,

Sky-diving is becoming safer each year due to the rigid regulations and training routines the
participants are subject to in over 300 training centers in the United States. Twenty persent of
all United States participants are women from all walks of life. In 1962 American women won the
team title in the World Championships. The American men placed second}

There are enough sky-divers on hand to support the Parachute Club of America, a national organ-
ization and two magazines. The club now has over 6,000 members.

In typical competition, both individual and team events are helds International meets are gen-
erally based on three individual events and an individual overall score plus one or two team events,
Individual events include two landing accuracy (sometimes more) events and one of style.

In the accuracy events, the parachutist in international competition makes his jumps from 1,000
and/or 1500 meters, In the team events, points of four-man (three-women) squads are combined in the
accuracy division only. In the style event, the parachutist jumps from 2,000 meters.
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(Oval handstamp - Festival of Aviation/Aero Club Quito/Solo Parachute Jumper Capt. Manuel Rojo Del
Rio/Feb. 21, 1954 (autographed by Rojo) - Backstamp - Quito/Feb. 21, 1954/Pich., 165Q - Squard hand-
stamp in blue - sponsors — Aero Club of Quito)

Scoring is a bit complicated and is based upon the jumper entering the plane, seconds delay in
the opening of the chute and the distance the parachutist lands from the target. In the style event
the parachutist is scored upon entering the aircraft and is graded during the fall on style and aer-
ial maneuvers during the delayed fall., No landing accuracy points are awarded for this event.

International competition began in 1951 when five countries sent sky-divers to Jugoslavia. Led
of France took first place; Vukthevith of Jugoslavia second place, and Waltri of Switzerland third
place in overall competition, The United States did not send a representive to an international
meet until 1954, and he finished 23rd in the competition,

In 1968 Jacques Andre Istel opened the first sport jump center at Orange, Mass., and from then
on jump centers sprang up throughout the country, United States stars began having better fortunes
in international competition 4in 1960 when Jim Arender, U.S. Army, took first place in the style
event and Richard Fortenberry, his teammate, won the overall championship. The first United States
women participated in the world championships in 1960 and by 1962 they won the international title.
The star of this team was 35-year old Muriel Simbro, a veteran of five hundred jumps.

In the 1966 world championships, the USSR had a clean sweep in the women's division and only
lost the individual precision jumping to East Germany in the men's division. The USSR now holds 93
of the 137 registered world records, In the first five months of 1967, Soviet parachute jumpers set
up 43 records, 42 of them improvements on the world marks.



Yevgeny Andreyev has the free-fall record of 80,380 feet without opening his parachute. Alla
Skopinova holds the women's world altitude record in night jumps with a delayed opening of 44,350
feet, The women's delayed opening record is held by O, Komissorova of the USSR with 46.250 feet
during daylight on Sept. 21, 1965.

A speed of 185 miles per hour is attained by a sky-diver in a head-down free-falling position,
even in the lower atmosphere, Speeds up to 614 miles per hour have been recorded in delayed drops
at high rarefied altitudes. The first parachute jump from an airplane was made by Capt. Albert
Verry, U.S. Army, over St. Louis, Mo., on March 1, 1912, The first known free-fall (delayed opening)
from an airplane was made by Leslie L. Irvin (1895-1965) of the U.S. on April 9, 1919.

Polish Parachutists
Championship Meet
Krakow, 9/5-19/1956

£ ORI OROWE =
MiSTHONWA DOLST

KRAKOW 5+19-1X1956

FNRJUCOSLAVIA
pod

vvvvvv

< ,mmnu 195

%"“ o
’v}t‘} ¥ SYLTSES AENItENL

Henri TRACHTENDERG

1% rue Hoche
IvRy — Seine, FRANCE

FEATURING SPORTS, OLYMPIC ani SCOUT MATERAL
1968-69 POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORTS, OLYMPICS & SCOUTS' *20

CAN SUPPLY FROM THE SMALLEST STAMPS TO THE BIGGEST RARITIES INCLUDING: IMPERFS, VARIETIES, DE-LUXE MINIATURE SHEETS, ARTIST PROOFS AND MULTI-COLOR ESSAYS




(Sky-diving continued)

THE FIFTH ADRIATIC CUP PARACHUTIST INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
Portoroz, Jugoslavia - August 19-26, 1967

1500 Meter Ac (4
Men: (1) Jugoslavia (2) France (3) Austria
The best the United States men did in this event was 12th place.

Women: (1) USSR (2) Czechoslovakia (3) Hungary
The United States women took 5th place in this event

1000 Meter Accurac
Men: (1) Czechoslovakia (2) USSR (3) France (4) United States
Women: (1) France (2) East Germany (3) USSR (7) United States

Baton-Pas c
Men: (1) United States (2) Hungary (3) Czechoslovakia

Women: (1) USSR (2) Poland (3) Bulgaria (4) United States

600-Meter Individ Water—J ceur:

Men: (1) Vladimir Bukov, USSR 525 Floyd Glover, United States (3) Edward Ligocki, Poland
(11) Gene Thacker, United States

Women: (1) Karen Roach, United States (2) Monique Labbe, France (3) Z. Zarybnicka, Czechoslovakia
(8) Susan Joerns, United States (10) Martha Huddleston, United States

Exhibition J
Men: (1) Czechoslovakia (2) Great Britain (3) United States

Over-All Standi
Men: (1) Czechoslovakia, 6,511.2 points (2) Hungary, 6,491.1 points (3) United States, 6,488.3

Women: (1) USSR, 6,444.8 points (2) Bulgaria, 6,029.4 points (3) France, 5,955.8 points
(4) United States, 5,727.4 points

PORTOROZ
JUGOSLAVIJA
19. 8.-29. 8. 1967

V. JADRANSKI PADALSKI POKAL
FD PIT Slovenija 3t. 76

FDC - V Adriatic Cup Parachutist International Competition



SKY-DIVING CHECKLIST

Afars & Issas - 317

Belgium - B663-68

Bolivia - C241

Bulgaria - 1076, 1105, 1106, 1257

China - 1266

.China (Red) - Sa@1601, SG1673

Czechoslovakia - 842

East Germany - 845-47

Hungary - C153, CB27, CB30a, CB30b

Indonesia - 598

Jugoslavia - 297, C48, C49

Morocco = 144

Poland - 557

Portugal - 853

Romania - 971, C85

Russia - 682, 693, 1382, 1590, 1592,
1854, 2265, C76A

Spain - 1340

Turkey - 1633

Viet Nam (North) - SGN330

Air Festival of Parachuting Jumping held in
Bucharest, Romania - March 25, 1964
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SPORTS and OLYMPICS

NEW ISSUE LIST EVERY MONTH
WANT LIST FILLED WE BREAK SETS
TO SELL YOU THE STAMP YOU NEED
BRUN & FILS SPORTS AND SCOUTS CATALOGUE 1966 s1.5° [7

Try our NEW ISSUE SERVICE L D RINDSHOJ
to make sure you get all Ik‘o Iu]
Sports & Olympic stamps issued SPORT STAMPS

] P.O. Box 302

Montebello, Calif. 90640

A.P.S. S.P.I. A.T.A. A

SOME TRENDS AND POSSIBILITIES IN THE PREPARATION OF
PRINTED ALBUM SHEETS FOR SPORTS AND OLYMPIC GAMES

- Robert Bruce -

Any collector of sports stamps (including Olympics) knows of the printing press problems of the
past five years. The greed of a number of infamous countries to capture the topical collector's
dollar with interesting and colorful, but not necessarily meaningful, commemoratives is well known;
the field of sports offers many prime examples.

The results on the hobby have been varied. Some collectors are lured by the flood; others rebel
in prineiple. Still others are repelled by the task of trying to handle all the wallpaper which in-
cludes not only perforate stamps, but also imperforate versions, tete~beche pairs, special sheet
groupings, souvenir sheets in both perforate and imperforate form, peculiarly frequent "errors", and
other excesses.

The American Philatelic Society has tried to help by delineating the circumstances of issue of
such items, thus providing the facts so that the individual collector may judge the legitimacy of a
given issue. Two major catalogue publishers, first Scott and now Gibbons, have refused to include
many issues in their publications. Only recently Scott has circulated a 1ist of this material which
does not meet its standards; seventy-one - yes, 71 - sports sets are included}

Now the hobby's major supplier of printed album pages for sports and Olympics has had to face
the issue. Sales have dropped as he has attempted to continue universal coverage. Apparently this
policy is no longer the answer as he attempts to walk the fine line between profit and loss. The
hard reality is that any business man must show a modest profit; he must operate above the labor-of-
love level., What should he do now?

Being an ingenuous entrepreneur, our friend has already introduced several adaptations into his
production scheme and has planned several more for the near future:

l. A first step has been to continue to provide pages for imperforate stamps and souvenir sheets,
but to package them separately so that the purchaser who does not collect these debatable items need
not purchase pages for them. Yet such pages are still available for those who wish theme No one
can be hurt by this move,.

2. A second step has been to eliminate the obviously spurious (and usually high-priced) souvenir
sheets from those countries (especially Panama and Paraguay) where control of stamp production has
apparently fallen into commercial hands. Not toc many should be adversely affected heree

3¢ A third step, particularly useful during an Olympic year, is to delay, or possibly eliminate,
the production of album pages for those countries which do not belong to the offieial body which
sanctions and plans the competition (in most cases the International Olympic Committee). Some advo-
cates of "completion" may object here.

(Cont'd next page)



4e Potential steps for the future might include the elimination of overprints on stamps where
the overprint has no significance sportswise and the elimination of stamps with sports motifs from
essentially non-sport sets. Probably few sports collectors would complain although the traditional
concept of "completion" has now been tossed out the window. Unfortunately these changes merely
touch the edges of the problem; major attacks are still needed. What further should he do to solve
the problem?

A number of suggestions have appeared from a variety of sources. These include:

5, Another possibility is to eliminate completely the pages for those countries which exhibit
characteristics completely contrary to our American way of life, Federal laws forbid the importa-
tion and sale of the stamps of Red China, Cuba, North Korea, and North Viet Nam. Under these cir-
cumstances why include pages for their stamps? The principle can be carried another step. The Iron
Countries flood our hobby with interesting sports issues; but, after the recent events in Czechoslo-
vakia, should space be provided for Russian stamps? How much interest would be lost by eliminating
these issues from printed pages?

6, Our publisher-friend reasons that the collecting of general sports is dead, at least to the
numerical extent where it should direct his publishing policies. As once the general stamp collec-
tor was overwhelmed and had to limit his range, so the general sports collector cannot keep the pace.
He further reasons that the general sports collector is nmow turning to selected sports areas; he
chooses, for example, track and field, skiing, cycling, world competitions (Rimet Cup Gemes), re-
gional competitions (British Commonwealth Games), etce, where his interest can really focus and he
can cope with the volume.

Assuming, for the moment, that this is the trend, how does our friend put it to good use? These
next questions will determine his business fate, Who collects in what selected &areas and, more
specifically, is there sufficient demand for printed pages in any of these smaller fields to justify
album page preparation? It is all well and good to ask old patrons what they really want, but sports
collectors have proven themselves, as a group, to be most unresponsive, In addition, to carry such
new projects will require new collector-patrons. The outlook here is good for the collector, but
bleak for the publisher.

7. There is yet one other path our publisher might take, He might "kick" all or some of the
sports and Olympics priducts and concentrate on better established and more stable lines. The effect
on sports collectors who rely on printed pages would be catastrophie; they would be offered a choice
of designing and preparing their own pates or giving up sports collecting. Or perhaps a new pub-
lisher would be foolhardy enough to tackle the problemi

No one claims that the adaptations and proposals 1listed in these paragraphs exhaust the possi-
bilities. Perhaps there are others, one of which may completely solve the problems No doubt our
publisher-friend would be most happy to receive suggestions, always hoping for the grand solution.

* % % % *

FRED HOWARD 1he Company Thats

/
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS on the Move.

. . For the Beginner — For the Specialist

NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPORT STAMPS
10613 Rochester Avenue

WANT LIST SERVICE Los Angeles 24, California
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- Robert Bruce -~

Sports Supplement No, 8-A of K-Line album pages.s The stamp printing presses roll on; so must
the K-Line series if it is to continue service to sports collectors. This section continues heavy

stock, rounded corners, holes punched for the standard three-ring binder, clear printing, adequate
philatelic information, and good summaries of the results of sports competitions.

Thies supplement contains sixteen pages covering issues from Gabon, Gibraltar, Guatemala, Haiti,
Hungary (5) Monaco (2), Persia, Togo (2), and Tunisia; no pages are devoted to souvenir sheets,
There seems to be no pattern as to why these countries were chosen for inclusion; perhaps they were
easlest to set up for printing. Yet lengthy sets from Albania and Bulgaria, to say nothing of the
British Colonies issues for the World Cup Soccer Championships, were by-passed. However, since K-
Line Publishing, Inc., is planning sports supplements at three-month intervals (to complement its
Olympic supplements), users of their pages can take heart.

The cost of this supplement is $2.15 plus 35¢ postage.

19th Games, Part 1, of the K-Line Olympic Album pagess What promises to be a monumental task,
provision of pages for the stamps of the 10th Winter Olympic Games and the 19th Summer Olympic Games
is now well underway with the release of K-Line's first supplement for the 1968 Olympic Games. Addi-
tional supplements are planned at three-month intervals—and it will take more than a few such sup-
plements to do the jobl Only the last supplement(s) will contain spaces for issues of countries not
members of the International Olympic Committee.

As we have learned to expect from K-Line in the past, the quality of this product continues high,

In reviewing this supplement, one is tempted to sub-divide. First come two pages, one for a
souvenir sheet, for Costa Rica's belated set for the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo. Then twelve pages
are devoted to the 10th Winter Olympic Games, including summaries (3), France, Algeria, Ecuador,
Hungary (2), Jugoslavia, Liberia (2), Panama, Paraguay, and Poland. Two of these pages cover souve-
nir sheets, but the sheets of Panama and Paraguay are conspicuously absent. Nor is there any space
for any issue from Russia.

‘ Coverage of the summer games is begun with thirty pages including Mexico (15), Algeria, Ecuador
(2) Hondures (2), Jugoslavia, Liberia (2), Panama, Paraguay (4), and Togo (2)e There are no pages
for Russia. Ten of the sheets are devoted to souvenir sheets, but again those of Panama and Para-
guay get the cold shoulder. Recognition of specialized material, such as tete-beche pairs and blocks
of four, is noted with some concern by the reviewer,

The price of this supplement is $5.60 plus 75¢ postage. Again K-Line offers pages for imper—
forate items ($1.60 postpaid) from Costa Rica, Hungary (2), Liberia (2), Panama (2?, and Paraguay
(3)e Three of these pages involve souvenir sheets, but those from Panama and Paraguay are not in-
cluded.

* % % K B
ERRATA

1) Senora Jean Mahon Comision de Correspondencia, Exposicion Filatelica Internacional EFIMEX '68
advises that the route of the Olympic Torch from Olympia to Mexico City as reported in JSP for July-
August was changed and the Torch went direct from Veracruz to Mexico City. The fifth paragraph of
the article should be disregarded. Upon leaving Veracruz for Mexico City the route taken was:

Veracruz Oct. 6 Special cancellation
Jalapa, Ver, Octe 7 No special cancellation
Orizaba, Ver, Oct, 8 " "
Cordova, Ver, Oct. 8 " o
Puebla, Pue, Oct. 9 Special cancellation
Tlaxcala, Tlax. Oct. 10 L .
Texcoco, Mex, Oct. 11 No special cancellation
Tiotihuacan, Mex, Octe, 11 Special cancellation
Mexico City Oct. 12 . L

2) Senora Mahon also brings to our attention the misuse of the term XIX Olympic Games in referring

to the XIX Olympiad.
This year is a celebration of the XIX Olympiad and the playing of the XVI Olympic Games. The
‘ International Olympic Committee has always insisted on the distinction between Olympiad in the sense
of 'period of four years' and QOlympic Gemes owing to three Olympiads not celebrated by Games. An
Olympiad is counted even when QOlympic Games have not been held.

Our thanks to Senora Mahon for the time she took from her busy schedule to send the information.

* % % X B
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BEVIEWS
- Robert Bruce -

"Sport Olympiques & Scoutisme — Catalogue'

Henri Trachtenberg's "Catalogue of Sports, Olympics, and Scouts” in its new 1968-69 issue has
just reached this country. No longer can it be labeled "Catalogue do Poche", for it has grown up to
a 51/2" x 8 1/" format - sixty-nine pages packed full of useful information. Every sports collec~
tor knows the reason for the increase, both in size and in number of pages. Essentially a paper-
back publication, Trachtenberg's price list (and it is besically that) has a stiff cover which will
stand heavy wear and tear.

Following the same general format as previous editions, the contents of this catalogue are
divided into three sections:

1. Olympic Games (1896-~1960) (by Olympiad, then by country)— gives the year, country, Yvert
catalogue number, and price in French francs.

2, Olympic Games (1968) (by country) — same as for previous item,

3. Sports and Scouts (by country) — gives the year, Trachtenberg check-list number, Yvert cat-
alogue number, description, quantity issued, and price in French francs.

Imperforate stamps and souvenir sheets are listed for many countries, especially for France and
former French colonies remaining under the French influence.

Although the publication is prepared in French and Yvert catalogue numbers are used rather than
Scott catalogue numbers, neither offers a severe handicap, A little practice will enable one to
follow the pattern of French, and Yvert numbers offer yet another frame of reference for our many
sports stamps, especially for those who correspond with sports collectors in central and southern
Europe, where the Yvert catalogue is heavily used.

New advertising copy in Trachtenberg's regular advertisement in JSP will soon provide essential
details as to how this useful catalogue may be obtained.

LR B 2 I

MIHON COUNTERFELTS

Collectors are warned to be on the lookout for fake MIHON overprints on the Japanese 1964 Olympic
Games souvenir sheets (Scott's Blia-3la).

Roland Rindshoj, well-known dealer in sports stemps and advertiser in JSP, advises that he dis-
covered some of these counterfeit sheets as he was sorting his stock. The simplest and easiest way
to detect the counterfeits is to examine the back of the sheets. In the genuine sheets, the gum is
applied in the final process. Consequently, the MIHON is not impressed into the gum. In the fakes
the MIHON is applied after the gum has been put on, and the MIHON can be felt on the reverse side.

In addition, although the MIHON characters are from the same type font as the originals, they are
smaller and closer together, If the genuine sheets are placed next to the counterfeits, it can be
seen the MI-HO-N is spaced much wider than on the counterfeits., An expert in Japanese stamps advises
that these might fool a foreigner, but not a native,

Ed. Note: These counterfeits would make an interesting addition to an Olympics Games collection.
In fact, I bought a set for myself,

* % % BN

UNITED STATES POSTAL SLOGAN CANCEL CATALOG - 1968 EDITION - with TOPICAL CHECK LIST
~COMPLETELY REVISED WITH HUNDREDS OF PRICE INCREASES~

128 pages, plus covers, 5% x 8%, plastic comb binding. COMPLETE alphabetical listing
of over 2500 known U.S. postal slogan cancels from their inception in 1897 through
Dec. 1967; U.S. Philippine Islands (1908-45); Canal Zone; Commemorative Cancelsj U.S.

Used Abroad; profusely illustrated. WHERE USED; WHEN USED; TYPE OF CANCEL; HOW AND
WHAT TO COLLECT; MACHINE IDENTITY CHARTj 2 WORLD'S PANAMA PACIFIC EXPOSITION Type
Chartsj 85-Subject TOPICAL CHECK LIST3; CURRENT MARKET VALUES for all. All FLAG Slo-
gans, Expositions, Fairs, SPORTS, SCOUTS, OLYMPICS Slogans are listed and priced.
$4.25 postpaid MOE LUFF, 125P Greene Road, Spring Valley, NY 10977




PRESIDENT'S REPORT ON THE OLYMPIC GAMES

I'm home, but still a mile in the sky. While the glow lasts, let me tell you a few of the things
I will always remember,

The people - smiling, friendly, ever kind, they welcomed us everywhere with cries of "Welcome to
Mexico, Welcome Americanos". The courtesy and graciousness of Emelio Obregon and Dr. and Mrs. Carlos
Casali, of the EFIMEX committee, and the many officials of the Mexican government with whom I had
dealings.

The beauty of Mexico City - a city of flowers, fountains, and a million lights. The streets were
decorated in lighted designs, supervised by Lance Wyman, the designer of the Olympic stamps. And the
Zocolo - the immense National plaza, with the Cathedral on one side, and the President's office
building on the other, The other two sides of the square are made up of very old, ornate government
buildings, and every detail, spire, turret, and decoration is lighted, so that you are surrounded by
beauty. The four streets entering the plaza, at the corner, had the Olympic rings suspended from
building to building in colored lights, and in the center of each ring a lighted scene from the
Aztec and Mayan ball games. Truly a scene of unsurpassed splendor,

A city of gracious 1living and dining. The best Lobster Thermidor I ever ate was $2.,10, and the
Chateaubriand, $4.00, Three hour meals, at 11:00 P,M., and you can't drink the water so we had the
Scotch importers working double shifts, But watch out for the Margaritas - that is where they sepa-
rate the men from the boys in Mexico,

And the Games themselves - the thrills, the tears and the pride. The thrill of Bob Beaman's long
jump, and the sorrow that a fine competitor, and close friend, Ralph Bostan, had to settle for a
silver medal. The tears when Ron Clark, after a great career, couldn't retire in the blaze of glory
of a gold medals And the pride - in the people, of all nations, who stood when Czechoslovakia en-
tered the stadium on opening day. The pride in man, winner or loser, for their valiant effortse.

And there was humor - on the last day of track and field, the bank played the German Anthem, and
hit an awful 'clinker', There was mild laughter and then a roar, as a dry, laconic, British voice
yelled 'It figures, they only practiced the American Anthem'.

On the day of the 50km., I watched the first two men enter, and turned to leave. A roar went up
"Estados Unidos", and I said 'no, no', I thought the only U.S. walker who had a chance was Art. The
only six foot Mexican I saw put a strangle hold on me, pulled me against his chest, and put his bi-
noculars to my eyess All this time he was yelling "Estados Unidos". Someone must have called his
attention to the fact that my knees had collapsed and I was in the last throes of strangulation, be-
cause he eased up, and I was able to see Larry Young coming down the tracke I owe him an apology
for my lack of faith.

The friendship between nations, as we yelled "Mehico" (yes, with an 'H') and they yelled "Ameri-
canos". The misunderstandings between nations, as I tried to explain to a man from Holland, that we
don't have negro or white athletes, but American athletes, and our intense pride in all of them. And
our shame - to be censored for the misguided few who tried to destroy our pride in our people.

And for me, a great personal pride in our Southern California Striders, who brought home so many
medals. Two years ago, I attended a party and had as my dinner partners two young athletes of great
personal charme I was busy getting autographs for my Olympic Track and Field collection and I insis-
ted they give me theirs, They said I was wasting paper, but I said I was a 'hunch' player, and had
a file of signatures I would need one day. On the 16th. I was proven right, as 80,000 people were
glu;d to their seats by John Pennel and Bob Seagren, By the way, my hunches work only on men, not
on horses.

No, I'1l never forget - but back to hamburgers, the Girl Scouts and the piled up mail. No - I'm
going back to Mexico City and sit on a fountain, surrounded by flowers - I may even learn to play a

guitar - 'YADIOS'
EEEE

DE DUMB SPORTS

The XI World Deaf and Dumb Games will take place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, from August 9-16, 1969.
Thirteen sports are featured_in the programme: athletics, basketball, cycling, football, shooting,
volleyball, waterpolo. The Organizing Committee, presided over by Mr. Vukotic Dragoljub, has so far

received the preliminary registrations of 27 countries.
(I0C Newsletter - Sept. 1968)

il
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- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - ‘I"

Dear Mrs, Williams:

Perhpas you might 1ike to know that at the recent British Philatelic Exhibition in London, the
National exhibits of Gt. Britain dominated the displayse Thematics a very, very poor relation, as
usual, Sports nowhere. The Thematic section, a total of 12 exhibits, was a disgrace, Out of these
three, Austria, Poland, and Q.,E. II, were out of their depth. Is it any wonder the organizers lam-
ented this deplorable situation.

The situation is becoming serious and acute. A move is afoot to break away and form separate
National exhibitions on thematic displays alone. In spite of this, I submitted a small display en—
titled "England Triumph", All regional ZONE World Cup in England postmarks were shown on special
cacheted covers which were autographed by the entire World Cup Pool of 350 players; in addition to
our Prime Minister Harold Wilson, Pr. Rainier of Monaco, Alexei Kosygin of the USSR, Lord Harewood
president of the Football Association and cousin to Her Majesty the Queen. On opening day of the
exhibition London was aflame with national fervour as the European Champions "Manchester United"
were about to do battle, and I do mean battle in the sense of hatred and revenge, with Argentina's
"Wild Bulls" of the Pampas, Estudiantes de la Plata, the South American Champions for the World
Championship of 1968. Here was an opportune moment to whet the public's appetite at this stamp ex-
hibition, but, like our over—-bcosted Olympic athletes, the occasion fizzed out and failed to rise to
the call of -sport.

With Olympic year and Mexico dominating everything topical, in spite of a special exhibit from
France which did not turn up, one looked in vain for Olympiana. There was nothing in sight. Will
we never learn from our American cousins,

On the brighter side, my exhibit gained an award, but better still, in the Philatelie Literature
Section 'The Journal of Sports Philately' made its appearance (where I had submitted a series of
articles on soccer some time ago). At least I was happy with this.

I had gone to great lengths in preparing a very special exhibit for EFIMEX, geared for Mexican
viewers, from my World Soccer collection. Frames paid for, insurance arranged after a great deal of .
bother, then in the end, with the usual bulldog British deficiency for blundering and lack of inter-

est, I was badly let down. Such is the interest for thematics, well sport at any rate,

The other half of the "0ld Firm", Mr., Jack Murray our Glasgow bobby, crashed the soccer barrier
and got himself a two page splash, resplendant in photo, with his marvelous collection in the Topic-
al Times annual, a technicolored volume devoted solely to the stars of soccer. A wonderful achieve-
ment for Jack and the hobby.

I was honored when our great city club, Celtic, after winning the European Cup last year, accep-
ted for display in their boardroom of glittering trophies, my complete collection of soccer stamps,
covers and autographs pinpointing step by step the various victories of the great club culminating
in an gll-time record of winning every major trophy of Scotland in sight, to add to their European
victory.

Sincerely,
R. Landy Antinoris

Dear Mrs. Williams:

Yes, it is so, the 'Journal of Sports Philately' has won a gold medal at the "Verso Mexico" and
here it is. Please forgive me that I am answering so late, but I have decided to wait for the medal
from Italy so you would have a bigger satisfaction by actually having it in your hand,

Sports Philatelists International can be proud of it since it was the only foreign publication
to receive such a great honor, All the credit should go to Nino Barbens of Italy who put it on ex-—
hibition in the first place. My only contribution to it was giving him permission in the name of
SPI to do sos. This, I do realize, I did not have the proper authority for, but it had to be a very
fast decision, If I would wait a week for an answer, it would be too late! I hope SPI will forgive
me that,

I also won a medal, but not gold, a 'Vermelle' (gold-silver) for my entry of "Football Cancella-

tions of the World". This made me very happy. Well, I hope you will be happy with our first medal
and I also hope that the vast membership of SPI gets off their rear ends and starts doing something.

Olech Wyslotsky ‘

Ed.Note: The picture of the medal will be in the next issue of the Journal.






