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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF GOLF IN PHILATELY
- George Aulbach -

If you look hard enough you can always find something different in philately. I am walking in
a direction few steps have followed. I would like to share some of my interesting experiences in
bringing together golf and philately. These two old glorious hobbies are far apart, one is outdoor
and physical the other is indoor and mental, even enjoyed to their fullest in opposite seasons.
After being caught in the fascination and participation of these hobbies for over a half century, I
learned they have much in common. Each requires the same ingredients for enjoyment, some expense,

time, study and patience.

If you are a philatelist who plays golf, I know you have wondered why there are not more golf
stamps in the topical field of sports. The enthusiasm for golf is shared by so many around the
world that I believe stamps with this subject will be seen more frequently in the future.

Over ten million people are now enjoying golf in 87 different countries, and even a little be-
hind the iron curtain., In the past decade golf has established itself as an important economic fac-
tor in the development of communities, the way of life for the American executive. Close to a mill-
ion acres are now devoted to golfing facilities in this country. The American capital investment in
the game has moved up over the $2 billion mark, During the past few years it has enjoyed an annual

growth rate of over 12%,

Golf has been enjoyed by Kings and peasants, Presidents and factory workers. Golf is an impor-
tant part of the early history of Scotland and Gt. Britain. Historians tell us they took their
games so seriously that a king was once beheaded for losing a game., When the Romans overran Europe,
crossed the channel and occupied the British Isles, they brought a game played on the ground with a
ball and club known as 'pagancia'e. It is believed golf is a direct outgrowth of this Roman pastime,
Then 1500 years of history is lost before the first documented mention of golf appears, played as we
know it today. In 1457 King James II of Scotland passed a statute prohibiting golf because it was

interfering with the practice of archery for Scotland's defense.
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Golf moved up in popularity in 1505 when the Royal Court set up an account to take care of the
golf expenses of King James IV of Scotland. Golf became so widespread by 1592 that the Town Council
of Edinburgh posted an ordinance forbidding golf on Sunday because more were playing golf than going
to church, By the end of the 15th century it had taken over as Scotland's national pastime.

Golfers were hunting golf balls centuries before philatelists were hunting stamps.

The philatelic world recognized golf for the first time in 1953, Japan was first to use the
commercial value of golf on a stamp. On November 20, 1953 they issued Scott's #592, an all-red com-
memorative showing the Sasabo golf course on the Island of Kyushu with snow-capped Mt. Unzen in the
background. The stamp was photogravure and perf 13, also featured imperforate on a souvenir sheet,
It was created for the purpose of publicizing this national park for tourist trade. It is an attrac-
tive 9 hole par 36 course between large trees and a lake, The course is owned, maintained and oper—
ated by the government as a public fee course the year-round,
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Since golf is the fastest growing participant sport in Japan, it is possible more golfing
stamps may be forthcoming because this course enjoyed a substantial increase after the appearance of
the stamp., Japan now has an estimated 3% million golfers.
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On July 20, 1957, Fr. West Africa, now Senegal, issued a perf 13 long lithographed, brown, blue
and green 100-franc airmail stamp, Scott's C27. The stamp had two golf clubs crossed with a tennis
racket in the frame around a view of the city of Dakar. It was designed to create a sporting atmos-
phere to attract tourist to Dakar. This was part of a special Dakar centennial issue of 7 stamps to
publicize the city. This stamp was also offered on a souvenir sheet. This city of over two million
has only one 9 hole course, par 36, and used mostly by French officials and foreign hotel guests.

Next came the only stamp showing the full likeness of a golfer swinging, issued for the Portu-
guese island colony of Cape Verde., Scott's #325 issued Jan. 18, 1962 in the value of 12,50 escudos
or approximately a fifty cent value at the present rate of exchange. It is a very attractive
triangle-shaped lithographed stamp in seven colors and perf 133,

The art work was produced by the National Lithograph Press of Lisbon. I dug a few Portuguese
divots to learn more about its motivation. When it was decided a sports set would be issued for
Cape Verde, they agreed to use the popular sports of the islands, they were throwing the javelin,
discus throwing, cricket, boxing and track events. The Selection Committee were baffled for weeks
on the highest value stamp because they wanted something wunusual., A post office employee finally
came forward with the approved suggestion, that it be golf because he knew there was a golf course
on the islands.
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I received information from the Secretary of that golf club, an Italian who replied in perfect
English, When I asked about the course that inspired such a beautiful stamp, he replied, "are you
kidding". He gave me a detailec description of the club and course, which was so unique and unusual
it was worthy of a story in itself. It was flat, barren, wind swept and grassless. Clay tees, dirt
fairways and sand greens, a course without a blade of grass and in a class by itself,

The fairways were cut with a road grader and the greens were large circles of oiled sand drag-
ged smooth with a piece of lead pipe. Wood tees were used for every shot except on the greens. The
wind was so strong at times it would blow the ball off the greens and due to the shortage of water,
none was available for the course.

Cape Verde is made up of a chain of 10 islands located 100 miles west of Dakar off the African
coaste The population is 116,000 living on 1557 square miles of island territory. The golf course
is on the island of St. Vincent, one of the smallest and known as the St. Vincent Golf and Tennis
Club, It is owned by the Cable & Telegraph Ltde. of England and built for its employees who operate
the islands cable station, The course was opened for play in 1600 and has been in constant use
through the years without an improvement. The club has a small exclusive membership of foreigners
because the Portuguese law forbids natives joining. The course is 9 holes, par 36, and caddy fee is
two cents per hole.
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Lisbon dealers say this stamp is very scarce on a legitimately cancelled cover because of its
high value and the small amcunt of mail from the islands. The natives have little use for mail be-
cause 88% cannot read or write. About the only mail is from government agencies and a few commer—

’ cigl companies, This set of sport stamps is one of the most important ever produced, they are beau=~
tiful and have two sports 'first' in action, golf end cricket,

On Sept. 3, 1962 France moved into the golf picture with a l-franc multi-cclored commemorative
perf 13 stamp, Scott's 1027, showing an air view of the English channel resort town of Le Touquet
with its beach, casino and hotels, To publicize the town as a highly developed golfing resort, a
golf bag with a full set of clubs was pictured in the lower left side of the stamp. This litho-
graphed stamp was issued both perforate and imperforate. It was said that a large group of promi-
nate Paris business men held a large financial interest in this resort and used their influence in
the government to get publicity through a postage stamp. This resort maintains two fine year-round
courses with three teaching professionals available at all times, Vhile the club has an exclusive
membership of over 200, its major income is from daily tourist play at 700-francs per day. This is
a very popular resort for English golfers. The large hotel in the foreground of the stamp is the Le
Manoir, the golfer's headquarters,

The first golfing stamp of the western hemisphere was issued by Nicaragua on Dec. 12, 1963,
Scott's C534. It is a 5-peso airmail lithographed, perf 12 and printed by the Dai Nippon Printing
Ltd. of Japan. The basic color is green showing a putter head behind a golf ball clcse to the hole.
This is the last stamp of a set of 12 sports subjects clsimed to be issued to honor the 1964 Olympic
Games in Japan. Only four of the set were official Olympic sports.

Nicaragua is proud of its exclusive Nejapa Country Club, a beautiful 18 hole, par 72, course in
the capital city of Managua. Guests are only permitted to play by special invitation. Another 9
hole course is located in the La Lutz mountain mining districte.
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‘ The sixth and final golfing stamp was issued December 29, 1967 by the British Colony Island of

Montserrat in the Br. West Indies, It is a colorful 24-cent item, part of a set of four to help
promote 1968 as their International Tourist Year. It is perf 13, photogravure by Harrisons of London
on watermarked paper. It shows a colored caddy with a bright red shirt holding a set of clubs in
the foreground with a player putting in the background.

In each instance none of these six stamps were issued to honor golf, but to promote the image of
something else, mostly tourist trade. To continue in this topical field we must seek associated
items such as golfing meters and cancellations. Some are very attractive and interesting and
strongly project the subject.

Unlike stamps with millions of each issue, meters of topical subjects are very limited and hard
to finde There is no catalog on when or where they may be located, so it is always a thrill when a
new golfing meter comes to light. My long search for meters of this kind has only produced about 50
different varieties.
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The largest variety of golf meters has been used by the Professional Golfers' Association of
America from their national headquarters in Palm Beach, Florida. They first began promoting their
national golf championships in 1958 with Pitney-Bowes meters and since then have used seven basic
designs in colors of red, blue and green, The PGA limited the use of these meters to administrative
mail only and not more than 4000 were circulated in a 30-day period before a tournament. Many were
of the same design with a change only in the year date and place of the event.

From time to time golf club manufacturers and other makers of golfing equipment have used meter
. advertising their products or trade mark. The earliest I have found was dated Dec. 21, 1934 which
stated boldly in a box 'Play the Hagen honey center golf ball'. It is reasonable to believe many

more early meters exist waiting to be discovered by some sharp-eyed philatelist.
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I During the past year golfing cancellations were issued from four cities in Scotland promoting a
golf tournament at St. Andrews. Several British cancellations have been used with golf characters
to advertise tourist resorts. In 1959 the popular French golfing resort of Le Touquet on the Eng-
1lish channel had an attractive cancellation showing a caddy with a bag of clubse During the 10th
annual Canada Cup competition in 1962, a pictorial 'caddy with bag' cancellation was used at the San
Isidro Club near Buenos Aires. Again in 1960 when this event was played in Dublin a 'Canada Cup' .

circular cancel was offered. For one week only a 'golfer swinging' cancel was used in Manila for
the 1964 Phi

Several times between 1931 and 1936 the city of Cannes in France featured a 'golf and tennis'
cancel to advertise the city as a sports center., In 1935 Belgium also used a 'golf and tennis' can-
cel, So far as known, the longest issued golf postmark is from Samedan near St. Moritz in Switzer-
land. This popular summer golfing resort where the Swiss Open is held each year has used the same
postmark for about 17 years. The Engadine Golf Club in the valley is their championship course.
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In this country we have several city postmarks with golfing terms such as Ball, Driver, Hazard,
Ace, Honor, Wood, Eagle, Tombstone, Bunker, Nassau and Golf, Other associated items in this topical

field may be U,S, stamps with the Presidents who have played golf with a footnote of their playing .
ability. They were Taft, Wilson, Harding, Roosevelt, Eisenhower and Kennedy.

If you wish, to these you may add King Gustaf of Sweden, King Edward of England, King Leopold

of Belgium and President Miguil Alaman of Mexico, Golf in philately is new and as fascinating as
playing the game itself,
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OLYMPIC STAMP EXHIBITION
- Irwin Bloomfield -

The first national exhibition of Olympic postage stamps took place in Turkey from July 20 - 31,
1967 under the patronage of the Turkish Olympic Committee., About sixty years previously, in July
1907, Baron de Coubertin, during a visit to Istanbul, gave Mr. Selim Sirri
Tarcam the task of founding a Turkish Olympic Committee. To mark the occasion
two stamps were issued (Scotts 1742-43) se-tenant, offset printed by Ajans-Turk
Matbassi in Ankara, designer is Baber Kocomanoglu.

The stamps picture Selim Sirri Tarcam and Baron de Coubertin, both stamps
show the Olympic rings in color. The panes of the stamps follow each other
horizontally in vertical columns. The set will be withdrawn from sale at the
post offices on Jan. 19, 1968,

A special Olympic cancellation (pictured) was also wused as a first day cancel, similar to one
which was in use by the post offices from the beginning of the year until July 30th, This phila-

telic event will be repeated in Turkey every four years, the year preceding the Olympic Games to
the great joy of sports philatelists,

* % # # 3

Did you know that - the Olympic Games are allotted, during a plenary session, to a town, not to a
country, which puts in an application through its mayor or the highest authority in the city. This

application must be approved by the National Olympic Committee and submitted to the IOC at least six .
years before the date set for the Olympic Games in question,
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MALDIV
1967

MALI
1967

MANAMA
1967

(
. *Hockey,Imp
(

M
*Gymnastics )
*Gym, Imp
*Runner
*Runner, Imp
*Fencer
*Fencer,Imp
*S/S,Fencer
*S/S,Fencer

Imp.
*Skier
*Skier, Imp
*Skier
*Skier,Imp

*Bobsled (
*Bobsled, Imp
*Hockey (
*Hockey, Imp
)
)
|
)
)
)

*Skater
*Skater,Imp
*Skater
*Skater,Imp
*Skater
*Skater,Imp
*Skier
*Skier,Imp
*Biathlon
*Biath,Imp
*S/S,Skier

405 (
406 E
C86
E ISLANDS
207
208
209
210 (
211 (
212 (
213 (
213a (
*%243 (
*%044 (
*%045 §
*%246
(
(
(

*%C49
**050
*%*C50a

**6 values,
Boy Scout )
*%*6 values,
B.S. Imp( )
*Equestrian ;
*Equest,Imp
*Hurdler
*Hurdler, Imp
*Canoe
*Canoe, Imp
*Torch g
*Torch, Imp
*Boxer % )
*Boxer, Imp( )
*Soccer ( g
*Soccer,Imp
*Hurdler ( )
*Hurdler,Imp)
*Equestrian )
*Equest.Imp
*S5/S, Torch
*Bobsled
*Bobsled,Imp
*Skater
*Skater,Imp
*Hockey

*Skier
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MANAMA
1967

*Skier,lmp(
*Skier
*Skier,Imp(
*Hockey
*Hockey, Imp
*Skier
*Skier, Imp(
*Bobsled
*Bob, Imp (
*5/S,Skater

MAURITANIA

1967

MEXICO
1967

MIDDLE
1967

MONACO
1967

MONGOLIA

1967

1967

MOROCCO

1967

NEPAL
1967

*221
*222
w223
*224
*%X230
*%231

*981
*982
*983
*983a
*984
*985
*985a
*C328
*C329
*C329a
*C330
*C331
*C33la
CONGO
**C58
*%C%9

587A
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655

657
658
659
660
661
C72
664
*671

*Skater
*Skater
*Hockey
*Skier
*Bobsled
*Skater
*Skier

*S/S, Skater
MONSERRAT

189
190
191
192

l6l
162
163
164

**207

NEW CALEDONIA

1967

353
354

(
!
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§
(
(
(
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NEW CALEDONIA

1967

C50
*C53

NEW ZEALAND

1967

NIGER
1967

NIGERIA

1967

PAKISTAN

1967

PANAMA

1967

398
B73
B74

(

(

*190 (

*191 §
*192

*193 ?
**196
*%197

#%198 5

(

E

(

(

!

(

213

**234
243

Hunting
*6 values,
Scenes
*S/S, Perf
Scene
*S/S, Imp,
Scene

PARAGUAY

1967

*8 values,
Scenes
*8 values,

Scenes, Imp)

*S/S Perf
Scene I

*$/S, Imp.
Scene

*8 values,

Statues ( )

*8 values,

Statues, Imp

PERSIA

1967

PHILIP
1967

POLAND
1967

QUATAR
1967

1433
%1436
*1437
%1438

1459

PINES
*963
*964
*965
*966

(

§

(

(

(

(

1474 (

1475 (

1476 (
1477

1478 E

1479 (
1480

1481 §

1501 (
*1502

*1503 é
*1504
*1505
*1506

*1507 (

*1508 (

#1509 (

*B110 (

**7 values,
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Boy Scout )
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B.S.Imp (
**S/S B.S, (
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1

ORas AL
1967

ROMANI
1967

RUSSIA
1967

RWANDA
1967

KHAINMA M
*%*7 values
Boy Scout )
*~7 values
B.S., Imp )
**5/S, Perf,
Boy Scout )
**S5/S, Imp.
Boy Scout )
*Discus )
*Discus, Imp)
*t,Lifter( )
*Wt,Lifter
Imperf ? )
*Soccer
*Soccer,Imp.
*Fencer
*Fencer, Imp
*Runnex
*Runner, Imp
*Boxer
*Boxer, Im
*S/S,Boxer
*Hockey
*Hockey,Im
*Skier
*Skier,Imp
*Skater
*Skater,Im
*Bobsled
*Bobsled, I
*Skater
*Skater,Im
*Emblem
*Emblem,Im
*Bobsled
*Bobsled, Imp
*Skater
*Skater, Imp
*S/S,Emblem
A
1945 (
1946
1947
1948
1949
*1951
19652
*1953
*1954

p
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%1955
*1956
*1957
*1958

1972

3314A
3334
3336
3337
3338
3339
3340
3361
3362
3363
3364
3365
*3366
*3367
*3368
*3369
*#3370

210
225
227
230

232
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SALVADOR M
1967 779 §
C243
SAUDI ARABIA
1967 *%42] 5
**4 22
*%423 (
*%424 E

gy p—

*%425
SHARJAH
1967 *6 values
Scenes )
*6 values
Seenes,Imp)
*3/S, Scene )
SINGAPORE
1967 77 (
78
79
SCMALIA
1967 306
307
*%*¥310
*%311
*#%312
*%313
SPAIN
1967 1449
1450
1456
1457
1458
1474
SURINAM
1967 347
B137
B138
B139
B140
Bl41
SWEDEN
1967 714
715
716
716a
724
725
726
726a
TOGO
1967 *624
*625
*626
*627
*C84
*C85
*C85a
TUNESIA
1967 468
469
481
482
483
484
485
TURKEY
1967 1731
1739
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1740
*1742
*1743 (

1967 164 ( g
165 (

166 ( ;
(
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1967 290 (
C25 (
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