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AN INVITATION TO EXHIBIT IN MEXICO UNDER THE FIP TOPICAL REGULATIONS
- Jean Mahon -

As a member of SPI (646) and of the Organizing Committee for EFIMEX '68, I 4invite
each member of SPI to come to Mexico City for this international exhibition and to parti-
cipate in the competition.

EFIMEX '68 will open on October 30, 1968, three days after the closing of the Olympic
Games. The President of Mexico will inaugurate the exhibition and will be accompanied to
the ceremonies by many of the top officials of the Mexican government and by members of
the diplomatic corps. The emphasis of the exhibition will be on our special activity,
sports and Olympics, and the topical regulations of FIP (Federation Internationale de Phi=-
latelie) will be used since the exhibition is sponsored by a national federation affiliat-
ed with FIP.

Walter A. Sager's "Topical Themes" in the September, 1966, 1issue of "The American
Philatelist" reported an interview with Robert S. Oesch (SPI 250) who was a judge at
SIPEX. Mr. Oesch could not understand why only ten of the great gold medal winning (topi-
cal) collections of the United States were entered at SIPEX and blamed their absence on
two possible reasons: (1) lack of knowledge among exhibitors of the new FIP regulations
governing topical competition and (2) laziness. I believe that it is largely due to the
first reason. Nowhere have I seen a comprehensive write-up of the new rules and, Jjudging
from the Sager column, it seems that much needs to be written about the new mode of organ-
izing topical collections.

The American Topical Assoclation once noted that its evaluation of topical collec-

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Antonino Zappala, Via Colle del Pino, 1 Catania, Italy: Olympic Games, sports, all
world, 1896-1964; have covers, seals, proofs, vignettes, and cancellations in best condi-
tion.

Dr. Dewey F. Langston, 1500 W. 17th Lane, Portales, N. M. 88130: Wanted--Volume 2,
Numbers 2 and 10 (September, 1963, and June, 1964) of "Journal of Sports Philately"; also
mint Burma 122, 068, Czechoslovakia 351-54 (both left and right tabs), Denmark 248 (pane
of four and tete-beche pair), Hungary 884 (star watermark), Liechtenstein 90, Liberia. CQO0
(imperforate sheet), and Portugal 252 and 253. : Lo

(The classified advertising rate is 2¢ per word for a single insertion; names and ad-
dresses are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Woo-
ster, Ohio 44691.)
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tions in competition differed from those of FIP by only ten points (out of one hundred),
but in most cases 1t is those ten points 1in the category of knowledge and development
which have kept our collections from winning high prizes. Since EFIMEX '68 will be judged
under the FIP rules, I think that many of you will be interested in knowing about the new
trend in topical planning, organization, and mounting.

For several years judges, exhibitors, and viewers have been discussing what changes
were needed 1in our way of collecting and mounting to warrant the awarding of gold medals
in high-level competition. Ernest Kehr, in his article "Today's Thematic Collections Are
The Picture Books of Stampdom's Kindergarten" ("Linn's Weekly Stamp News", April 9, 1966),
brought the first written criticism which I have seen on our present method of arranging
and mounting topical collections. Then Barbara Mueller said virtually the same thing
("Western Stamp Collector", July 19, 1966) when she opined that collections of one topic,
such as the baseball stamps of the world, cannot hold a viewer's interest and do not re-
quire any research to assemble and mount.

The matter reached a climax at the FIP Congress at WIPA in Vienna in June, 1965, when
FIP's Thematic Commission adopted a formal set of regulations for topical collections. 1In
the judging of all topical entries in exhibitions sponsored by FIP or by national federa-
tions affiliated with FIP, these regulations must be used. Further, at the September,
1966, FIP Congress in Munich 1ts Committee for Thematic Judging was to have presented a
new point system for judging topical collections. It is this new set of rules which was
referred to in preceding paragraphs in comparison with the ATA judging framework.

Basically topical collections entered in FIP-sponsored exhibitions may be of three
types:

1. Subject collections=--based on the subjJect which appears on the stamps (ee &+,
"Tennis Stamps of the World")

2. Issuing motive collections--based on a common issuing purpose (e. g., "Innsbruck
Winter Olympic Games")

3. Thematic collections-~based on a definite theme and assembled with the goal of de-
veloping that theme or leading idea (e.g., "History and Development of Water Sports")

A few additional restrictions are included in these regulations. The first two pages
may contain an explanation of the collection without any display of stamps. Thisg, 1in
turn, may well save on the write-up throughout the collection and thus focus attention on
the purely philatelic material. If one's exhibit is a subject or issuing motive collec-
tion, it is logical to use all stamps of a given set even though they may have the same
design; errors and oddities can be included. However, in a thematic collection such re=-
peated use would only detract from the interest and minimize the space available for other
items. Appropriate covers and meximum cards are important and carry more value 1f they
have gone through the mail. A bare minimum of drawings and maps are permitted 1f they add
to the development of the theme; newspaper clippings, photographs, and pictures are pro-
hibited.

Now comes the real Joker. The new FIP topical Jjudging scale places a premium weight
on the criterion of knowledge and development. Since knowledge and development are barely
required in subject and issuing motive collections, such exhibits cannot score heavily and
can hardly expect to win in close competition. Thus it is almost certain +that thematic
collections will win the gold medals in topical exhibitions.

Emilio Obregon, in his article on topical judging to appear in the 1966 "American
Philatelic Congress Book", emphasizes the importance of collections with a theme, what he
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calls our "cultural way of collecting". The reason why a thematic or historical collec-
tion rates so much higher 1is that it is far more interesting and requires a great deal
more research to carry out one's ideas and to complete a story.

This idea is so completely revolutionary to most of our present methods, either for
our own pleasure or for exhibition, that we are going to have to put our imaginations to
work. One of the SPI collectors in Mexico City has seen the light; he 1s breaking up part
of his collection to remount his material under the title "The History of the Internation-
al Soccer Cup Games". I know that some of you are collecting only one sport and thus it
should be easy to choose a theme and to re-arrange your stamps to carry out that theme.

We have two years to get used to these new international ideas of mounting our col=-
lections and to re-arrange our exhibits before EFIMEX '68. Our exhibition will have a
special section for sports and Olympics with a complete set of prizes for this grouping.
Now that it is permissable to use this added material when planning our collections, they
will immediately become more valuable and certainly far more interesting to the viewers.
It is worth thinking about.

Great plans are being made for this international event. One of the most interesting
1s the "People to People Program" when all visiting collectors will be invited into the
homes of Mexican collectors. Mexico has much to offer you in the glory of her past and
the excitement of the future; you will make many new philatelic friendships too.

I hope to see many of you 4in Mexico City on October 30, 1968, and I trust that those
of you who cannot be present will send your collections for competition.

THE CASES OF THE "DIRTY DOZEN"
- Harold Wasserman -
Case 6: The Ex Post Facto Case

To the collector of Olympiana only the first set of Greece honoring the 1896 Olympics
is the "granddaddy" of all sports sets. But to the general sports collector there is an-
other set which is far more difficult to obtain and which--until very recently--out-cata-
logued and out-cost the first Greek set. This is, of course, the set issued 1in 1935
by Colombia to commemorate the Third National Olympic Games held in Barranquilla. Obtain-
ing a complete set is not the easiest task in the world, either all at once or by piecing
together the set a stamp at a time.

Incidentally, it is amusing (or should I say ironic?) to note that this set would
probably have been black-blotted by the A.P.S. for the following reasons:

Point l--a limited printing (only 1,000 complete sets were issued)

Point 2--an excessively extended issue (sixteen values for a commemorative issue for
an event which had already taken place)

Point 3--unwarranted high values included (the set goes all the way from the two cen-
tavo up through the one, two, five, and ten pesos)

Why should this classic of sports sets be included in the mysteries of the "Dirty
Dozen"/ Probably all the answers are readily available, but my sources of information on
this set are rather meager.

Mystery One (and the most important)--according to "Schmidt-Schneider" this set ap-
peared fifteen days after the conclusion of the games. This may be rather common practice
these days, but in 1935 most commemorative items were i1ssued in advance of the event in
order to galn maximum publicity. "Schmidt-Schneider" refers to & German book for ar an-
swer. I assume that the reference is "Romantik der Briefmarke" by M. Buttner, Page 70 and
following (published in Stuttgart in 1953). Perhaps one of our German-speaking members of
SPI has access to this book and can supply us with an answer. The accepted first date of
the set 1s January 26, 1935, which would place the end of the games on January 11, 193E.

Mystery Two--why was it necessary to have sixteen different scenes on the set? The
sports motifs make sense, but what purpose was gained by showing the pier at Puerto Colom-
bla, a view of the bay, a view of Barranquills, a monument, the coat-of-arms, and a con-
dor? Certainly I realize that the condor, for example, 1is still used today on certain
revenue stamps of Colombia and that all the others are related to Barranquilla or to Co-
lombia. But, if the set did not appear until after the games, these would not contribute
much to the publicity program. Also 1t 1s the high values which primarily are the ones
not showing sports scenes. The one-pesoc is the post and telegraph building, the two-peso
is the monument to the "Flag of the Race", the five-peso is the coat-of-arms, and the ten-
pesoc 1s the condor. Is there much doubt that these do not have a great deal to do with
the games themselves?
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Mystery Three--azll sources indicate a total quantity of only one thousand sets, based
on the fact that the ten-pesoc was the stamp issued in this amount. Was one thousand the
actual quantity printed?® If so, 1t seems rather pointless to design and print high value
staxzps in such a 1limited quantity for a commemorative event. I have not seen any actual
figures for any of the other stamps in the set, although the lower values must have had
rather high printings since short sets are readily available. I do wonder about the quan-
tity of the five-peso. From my own personal experiences I found the five-peso much harder
by far to obtain than the ten-pesc. The ccndor stamp is seen occasiorally in auction
catalogues, but the coat-cf-arms stamp rarely comes up. I would be most curious to learn
the actual quantities printed and sold of the top three values of this set.

Mystery Four--this last item is not so much a mystery as a warning. Don't forget the
warning that Henri Trachtenberg published in "JSP" regarding counterfeits of the ten-peso.
What 1s not understandable is the difference in colors of copies of this stamp. With an
issue of only one thousand one might think that there would be no variance at all. On the
contrary, the center portions appear almost 1like different varieties. After reading
Trachtenberg's article and comparing two copies I finally sent the dublous one to the
Philatelic Foundation. I was surprised (most pleasantly!) to have their opinion that it
1s genuine. Puyers must be cautious, but with a stamp in this price range it 1s not easy
to find a copy fcr comparison purposes. I also understand that counterfeits of the other
high values also exist.

Can some of our SPI members explain the mysteries of_this ex post facto set?

- ———— — — . —_ —

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT

- Fred Farr -

Tip of the month--Argeniine Bl9-21 and CBl5-6. This set honors the Third Pan-Ameri-
can Games, held in Chicago in 1959. This is the kind of sports set we all like, depicting
dynamic athletes engaged in basketball, diving, sprinting, boxing, and rowing. Some
300,000 complete sets were issued, Wwhich is not a large amount for a country with over
22,000,000 inhabitants. No longer avallable in wholesale quantities, this set now retails
for about 35¢ in the United States, which is still close to the new issue price back in
1959. European dealers, however, charge at least $1.10 for this set, so it won't be long
before American dealers will have to raise their prices. Meanwhile, spend the 35¢ now if
this set 1s still missing from your collection.

Philippines_380-82. This set 1s one of the granddaddies of sports philately, ap~-
pearing in 1934 in honor of the Tenth Far Eastern Championships, held in Manila. Base-
ball, tennis, and basketball are featured on these handsome commemoratives, although the
colors used to print these stamps are certainly dull. No quantities are listed in any
catalogues, although readers of this journal should remember that these statistics were
found on Page 9 of the December, 1962, issue of "JSP" as follows: #380--1,000,000, #381-
800,000, and #382--500,000. Very few of these sets now appear to be available on the phi-
latelic market although this set was once rather common. Dealers 1n the New York City
area ask $1.25, although dealers in Europe get $4.50 for this set! Wholesale quantities,
of course, are non-existent. I personally believe that this set should be the cornerstone
of every general collection of sports stamps. I hope that you've got your set.

Canada 21€6. All boating aficionados will revel in this stamp, which depicts the rac-
ing yacht, "Britannia", owned by the late King George V. You can see thls handsome yacht
on this stamp, 1issued as part of the set which commemorated King George's silver jubilee
as the sovereign of the British Empire, but the actual yacht will never be seen by you;
following King George's death, this beautiful boat was sunk at sea in accordance with the
king's last will and testament! According to Dr. Holmes' handbook, some 1,000,000 copiles
of this stamp were issued, which is a small quantity for a country with the philatelic
popularity of Canada. Wholesalers in the U. S. get $1.85 for their sets (yes, you'll have
to buy the whole set), but retailers will still sell you this set for $1.95 or so. In
Europe, however, dealers get $5.00 just for this stamp, without the rest of the Silver
Jubilee set. Current U. S. retail on this set is certainly a bargain.

Nicarsgua RA55-8. This elusive set of postal tax stamps, depicting a baseball bat-
ter, was issued in 1937 to honor the Fourth Central American and Caribbean Games, held in
Panama in 1938. The elusiveness of this set is unappreciated by most collectors, presum-
ably because few collectors bother with postal tax stamps. There are no wholesale quanti-
ties of these stamps available. Retailers in the U. S. charge $1.75 for this set, al-
though "Scott" lists it for only $1.60, up from $1.40 last year! Dealers in Europe, un=-
daunted by "Scott's" low valuation, get $3.50 for this set, which is given a valuation of
forty-five marks ($11.25) in the Michel catalogue.

Incidentally, this set also exists in vertical pairs, tete-beche. These pairs are
extremely elusive, although "Scott" values them at the price for two singles, totalling
#3.20 for the set, up from $2.80 in last year's catalogue. Once again, wholesale stocks
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are non-existent. American retailers ask $5.00 for the set in tete beche pairs, which is
more than fifty per cent above "Scott's" valuation. Furopean retailers charge $15.00 for
these stamps, almost five times "Scott's" valuation. Do you get the vague impression that
"Scott" needs an overhaul for many topical stamps? You couldn't be more correct!

Romania 1214. The international price of this stamp has surprised me. Issued in
honor of the World Youth Fencing Championships, held at Bucharest in 1958, the design ap-
propriately features a fencer. There is very little difference between wholesale and re-
tail prices in the U. S.--wholesalers ask 33¢ and retallers get 35¢. In Burope, however,
the dealers charge 90¢ for this stamp, possibly because fencing (and dueling) is a much
more popular sport in Europe, hence demand is greater among European sports collectors.
Anyway, if this stamp is your dish of tea, why not buy it now while it is still available
at approximately the wholesale price?

Spanish Guinea 350=57. The recent tremendous popularity of all Spanish stamps, Wwith
commensurate sky-rocketing in price, has barely touched the stamps issued by Spain's colo-
nies and overseas territories. EHere is an issue which should be about ready to take off--
it features boxing, basketball, sprinting, and the broad jump and the speculators have not
been at work Dbuying up the stocks still available. New York wholesalers (early in 1966)
asked 36¢ for this set although their current price may be much higher. Currently this
set 1s available from dealer-specialists in sports stamps for 40¢ although Furopean deal-
ers get $1.30 or more.

Cuba_299-303. Here is another of the first sets of sports stamps issued. Appearing
in 1930, when the designs of most stamps were highly unimaginative, this set features a
hurdler and was issued to commemorate the Second Central American Games, held in Havana.
Some 50,000 complete sets were issued, which is not a large quantity when we consider the
age of this set (many stamps becoming damaged over the years) and the fact that most of
these stamps saw commercial usage. Currently available in the U. S. for $2.90 wholesale
and $2.75 retail, this set sells for $7.50 1in Europe today. The sets available on the
American market are largely stocks brought in by Cuban refugees during the past seven
years. Eventually, however, this floating supply will be absorbed by American collectors
and the retail price will climb sharply.

Peru C78-81 overprinted "Melbroune 1956". Although "Scott" calls attention to the
existence of these overprinted stamps, they are neither listed nor priced. Small matter,
however, becuase these handsome stamps belong in every collection of Olympiana. One high-
ly reliable New York retailer charges $3.00 for this set, although the only wholesalers
who can still supply this set ask $5.00. Only 11,354 complete sets exist, which is less
than the number of complete sets (12,920) which exist of C78-81 without the overprint--and
remember that the non-overprinted set sells for $25.00 and up! Surely this set is a tre-
mendous bargain at current retail prices in the U. S. today. In Europe, however, this set
is better appreciated and brings $11.00 in Paris and $14.00 in London. Can you spot a
bargain when you see one? 1 hope so.

Equally desirable is the souvenir sheet, $68la, with the "Melbourne 1956" overprint.
American wholesalers charge $5.00, although a noted retailer can supply this item for only
$4.00. Dealers in Paris get $14.00 and London retailers charge a little more. However,
next year "Gibbons" will 1list this item and we can expect to see its London price climb
sharply once demand is engendered among British collectors. You have been warned!

NEW APPROACH TO MOUNTING STAMPS
- Chester A. Burger -

(Editor's note: This article appeared originally in the July 26, 1965, issue of
"Linn's Weekly Stamp News" and is reproduced in its entirety by permission of the editor,
Carl P. Rueth.)

How can our collections of map stamps be displayed effectively? There are as many
techniques as there are cartophilatelists; all are equally satisfactory as long as they
provide pleasure to the collector. Here is one that may be worth considering. v

In developing a display method we would like to: (1) display stamps against a black
background, (2) type, rather than handwrite, the captions for ease and neatness, and (3)
explain each stamp in respect to two factors--to tell the story of the stamp itself and to
explain the significance of the map on it.

These two factors may or may not be identical. For example, Brazil's C80, Romania's
678, and Russia's 2156 show maps of the respective countries. But the caption becomes
more interesting if something is told about the census of these particular countries which
the stamps commemorate. So, ideally, two captions should be used.

Starting with these considerations, we decided to design album pages using a tech-
nique which could satisfy our requirements. First we laid out an album page in the con-
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ventional way, typing the major caption on an ordinary typewriter on plain unwatermarked
paper (the watermark would show up in the subsequent process). The major caption might be
the information about the map shown; or it might be information about the reason for the
issue. However, it would not be both, according to our personal preference.

Next we had a "high contrast" photostat made of the page, ordering a negative photo-
stat only, not the positive. The cost will vary from 50¢ to 75¢ a page. Back came the
sheet in black, with only the typewritten captions in white. On this we pasted a white
rectangle of the proper size, where we wanted subsequently to mount each stamp.

Now for the "minor" caption--giving supplementary information about the stamp itself
or the map. We typed this up on a separate sheet, sent it to be photostated, '"reduced
one-third" (or one-half). Back 1t came, also white letters on a black background, but
smaller than the original main caption. We then pasted it down, suing rubber cememt, on
the negative of the album page.

Then we sent the whole page to have a positive print made--again asking for a "high
contrast" print. The finished page was clean and attractive--black rectangles for mount-
ing each stamp and the captions appearing in two sizes instead of one.

If you feel inclined to try this process for a page or two, here are a few supplemen-
tary suggestions: (1) Use an electric typewriter if possible. The letters will print much
more evenly. (2) If you want to reproduce a map on the page, include it in the original
paste-up (the original sheet). When the negative comes back, you can eliminate any un-
wanted details by painting them out with black India ink. (3) To save reproduction costs,
type a solid page of the minor captions (to be reproduced). When you get back the nega-
tive, cut them apart and paste them on the negatives of the full pages. One ordinary
sheet filled with "minor captions"™ will provide sufficient material for perhaprs a dozen
album pages. (4) Regard your first page or two as an experiment. It may be necessary for
you to use black India ink to paint over the white edges when you prepare your negative
for final "statting" back to a positive--experiment and find out.

Yes, this is a lot of work for a single album page, but the result 1s beautiful--
clean, sharp lettering with a finished professional look. If you are groping for a new
type of album page, this really might be worth trying.

NEW_ISSUES CALENDAR

- Barbara T. Williams -

January Addenda

Qatar. Pan-Arab Games, Cairo. 1r multicolored (basketball); lr multicolored (eques-
trian); 1r multicolored (runners); 1r multicolored (soccer); and lr multicolored
(weight lifter). Imperforates exist. Printed se-tenant in sheets of twenty-five by
photogravure by Courvoisier.

June Addenda

1l1th Cuba. Tenth Central American and Caribbean Games. 1l¢ (track); 2¢ (rifle shooting);
3¢ (baseball); T7¢ (volleyball); 9¢ (soccer); 10¢ (boxing); and 13¢ (basketball).
Printed by lithography.

July Addenda

20th Chile. World Ski Championship, Portillo. 75¢ (slalom skier) and 3e (slalom skier).
Also souvenir sheet (75¢ and 3e). Quantity: 10,000 (souvenir sheets). (Addition-
al information)

August Addenda

1st North Korea. "GANEFO" Soccer Games, Pyongyang. 10ch multicolored (soccer player)
and 10ch multicolored (emblem of Games and Moranbong Stadium). Printed by lithogra-

phy.

23rd Niger Republic. 5th anniversary of National Armed Forces. 20fr (parachutist). De-
slgned by Combet and printed by photogravure by SoGelm.

September Addenda

15th Lebanon. International Festival of the Cedars (Winter Sport Festival). 2.50p (down-
hill skiers); 5p (children on sled); 17.50p (cedar); and 25p (girl on ski 1lift).
Printed by photogravure by the State Printing Office, Budapest. Quantity: 50,000.
(Additional information)
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QCTOBER_ADDENDA

5th Lebanon. World Day for Children. 5p (boy in rowboat) and 7.50p (girl skiing).
Printed by photogravure by State Printing, Office, Budapest.

17th Gabon. 30fr (scout salute at campfire) and 50fr (scout oath). Designed and engraved
by Durrens. Printed by recess.

18th Cuba. XVII Chess Olympiad, Havana. 1¢, 2¢, 3¢, 9¢, 10¢, and 13¢ (all stylized
chessmen). Also a souvenir sheet with inscription "Capablanca-Lasker, Berlin, 1914".
Designed by Guillermo Menendez and Rene Cordero. Quantities: 165,000 sets and 35,000
souvenir sheets.

18th Haiti. Children's fund. 10¢ (scout hand oath, tent, hat, and knot).

23rd Japan. 21st National Athletic Meet. 7y purplish red (hop, step, and jump) and Ty
dufi blue (skeet shooting). Designed by Hitoshi Otsuka (hop, step, and jump) and Ma=-
saru Kimura (skeet shooting) and engraved by Shokiski Nakada (hop, step, and jump)
and Tsuneo Kasano (skeet shooting). Printed se-tenant in sheets of twenty by recess.
Quantity: 17,500,000. (Additional information)

November Addenda

15th Netherlands. Child welfare. 20¢ + 10¢ blue (boy swimming) and 25¢ + 10¢g purple
girl on motorbike). Designed from photographs by Carel Blazer.

December Addenda

5th France. 60fr (sailboats at Rance). Designed and engraved by Haley.

8th New Caledonia. 2nd South Pacific Games, Noumea, New Caledonia. 17fr (high jump);
20fr (hurdlers); 4Ofr (runners); and 100fr (swimmer). Designed and engraved by
Haley.

1l4th Congo. World Cup Soccer Championship, London. Scott #578 (10fr ochre, violet, and
bright green--soccer player); Scott #579 (30fr bright rose lilac, violet, and apple
green--soccer players); Scott #580 (50fr apple green, Prussian blue, and tan--soccer
players); and Scott #581 (60fr bright green, dark brown, and gold--Rimet Cup, soccer
ball, and globe) all overprinted "Finale, Angleterre-Allemagne"” in two colors. Quan-
tity: 55,000 sets.

15th French Polynesia. 2nd South Pacific Games, Noumea, New Caledonia. 10fr (high jump);
20fr (pole vault); 20fr (woman basketball players); and 60fr (hurdlers). Designed
and engraved by Combet.

26th China. Folklore. $6.00 (lion dance).

——— ——
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"Sport Olympigues & Scoutisme--Catalogue de Poche". Henri
!; P () ["1' Trachtenberg's Pocket Catalogue of Sports, Olympics, and Scouts"
GIVMPIGUES ‘& -8COUTISME has just appeared in its 1967-68 edition. This publication measures
CATALOGUE DE POCHE just 4 1/8" x 5 1/4", but is packed full of useful information.

19671968 Its contents are divided into four sections:

l. Olympic Games (1896-1956()by country)--gives the year, coun-
try, Yvert catalogue number, and price in French francs

2. Olympic Games (1964)(by country)--gives the year, . descrip-
tion, number in the set, and price in French francs
TNl TRACHTENBERD 3. Olympic Games (1968)(by country)--same as for previous item

BP 49 (34] IVRY 4. Sports and scouts (by country)--gives the year, Trachtenberg

W e 178 COp s BBSIS2 check-1list number, Yvert catalogue number, description, quantity is-
sued, and price in French francs

Although this publication is prepared in French and Yvert catalogue numbers are used
rather than Scott catalogue numbers, neither offers a severe handicap. A little practice
will enable one to follow the pattern of French and the Yvert numbers offer yet another
frame of reference for our many sports stamps.

The cost of this unique little publication is just one dollar. See the editor's ad-
vertisement in any issue of "JSP" for details. R.M.B.
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"CENTRO INTERNAZIONALE DI FILATELIA SPORTIVA"™
- Bob Bruce -

For many months now I have been curious as to the make-up and function of the Italian
"Centro Internazionale di Filatelia Sportiva" ("CIPT", as 1%t is popularly abbreviated).
With information graciously suppled by Nino Barberis (SPI 244) of Milan, Italy, I am able
to present a summary of this organization and its mission.

Our subject organization is a division of the "Circolo Filatelico e Numismatico di
Rimini" ("Philatelic and Numismatic Club of Rimini"), which is the largest Italian phila-
telic club. CIFT was founded in 1958 and includes the most important Italian sports col-
lectors as members.

CIFT has the usual program, including the publication of a quarterly, "Il Bajocco",
sponsorship of large philatelic exhibitions, a sales department, and assistance in every
phase of the hobby.

CIFT's greatest offering to date has been the sponsorship of the international exhi-
bition, "Verso Tokyo", held in Rimini in the fall of 1964. Here some 120 exhibitors from
more than ten countries showed over 10,000 album pages of sSports material. A real inter-
national jury served as judges. It was definitely a success.

Now CIFT is making plans for an even better "Verso Mexico" +to be staged in June and
July of 1968. Plans are progressing very well. Most of our members know that two attrac-
tive sheets of seals have been issued as publicity devices. (Editor's note: I still have
sheets of the first seal for the asking.) CIFT hopes for an even better sports exhibition
in 1968, with the particular desire to include the exhibits of American and French collec~-
tors.

"JSP" will try to keep our membership informed as to the specific plans for "Verso
Mexico" and to encourage participation in the exhibition. Our own Olech W. Wyslotsky
(SPI 26) of East Orange, New Jersey, will serve as commissioner for the United States. We
expect more details from him in the near future.






