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THE TOKYO OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
- Irwin Bloomfield -

At Olympia, Greece, on Aug. 21, 1964, for the sixth time in the history of the modern
Summer Olympic Games, the sacred flame was lighted from the rays of the sun. This first
official ceremony of the Games of the 18th Olympiad took place 1in the presence of King
Constantine of Greece, himself an Olympic champion in the yachting events 1in the 1960
Olympic Games. Before the ceremony the king paid homage to Baron de Coubertin by lay-
ing a wreath at the foot of the monument containing de Coubertin's heart. :

From then onward the ceremony unfolded according to the ancient rite. A high priest-
ess, Aleka Kaselis--one of the great actresses of the Greek National Theatre--surrounded
by fourteen vestals, prayed to Zeus to grant his blessing and his light to the Olympic
Games at Tokyo and then lighted an amphora by means of a concave mirror reflecting the

ys of the sun. The high priestess then lighted the torch from the flame of the amphora,
olding 1t out to the king in the presence of Her Royal Highness, Princess Irene, and some
hundred personalities in the world of sport and politics.

Two speeches were made, by Mr. Daigoro Yusakawa, President of the Organizing Commit-
tee of the Tokyo Games, and by Admiral Lappas, Secretary-General of the Greek Olympic Com-
mittee (it should be noted that the Olympic flag was hoisted for the first time that same
Friday morning, Aug. 21st, at the Kishli Memorial Hall, the seat of the International Olym-
pic Committee in the Japanese capital, so as to commemorate the ceremony which was taking
place at the same moment at Olympia).

The torch was entrusted to the first runner of the relay, George Marcellos, champion
of Greece for the 11lO0-meter hurdles. Before starting on his way to Athens, Marcellos bow-
ed before the marble monument containing the heart of de Coubertin. About 320 relay run-
ners, each covering one thousand meters, carried the flame as far as the Stadium of Ath-
ens.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Carl-0lof Enhagen, Lansvagen 3, Stockholm-Farsta, Sweden: Complete sports stamp col-
lection 1896-1964, mint, for sale. Only one of each item. Send me want 1list and bids.

Zannie E. Davis, 16156 Alcima Ave., Pacific Palisades, Calif. 90272: Why buy "base-
balls" if you collect "swimmers"? We break sets to sell you only the stamps you want--on
approval, of course. New issues and want-list service. We sell sets too, and pay post-
age both ways.

Dewey F. Langston, 1500 W. 17th Lane, Portales, N. M. 88130: Need back issues of
‘Journal of Sports Philately", Vol 1, Nos. 11 and 12, and Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and
10; also "SportStampS", Nos. 2, 6, 7, and 11. DPlease contact.

(The classified advertising rate is 2¢ per word for a single insertion; names and ad-
dresses are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Woo-
ster, Ohio 44691.)

Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1966
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The card illustrated above was flown from Athens to Tokyo and shows a special pictor-
lal cancellation of the torch being lighted from the amphora, dated at Olympia on Aug. 21,
1964, and a special oval cancellation for the fourth session of the International Olympic
Academy at Olympia on Aug. 8-23, 1964,

The following day, August 22nd, the flame arrived in Athens and a ceremony was held
that night at 9:00 P. M. at the stadium of that city. The torch was given to the Japanese
delegation at 11:30 P. M. at the Athens airport.

At 3:15 P. M. the following day a specilally chartered Japan Air Lines Douglas DC-6Bl
departed from Athens for the first stop at Istanbul, Turkey. (Note: The original plan for
an overland route from the Olympic torch relay had been discarded as impractical.) After
Istanbul the plane made stops on August 24th at Beirut, Lebanon: August 26th, Teheran
Iran; August 27th, Lahore, Pakistan; August 28, New Delhi, India; August 29th, Calcutt
Indla; August 30th, Rangoon, Burma; August 31st, Bangkok, Thailand; September 2nd, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya; September 3rd, Manila, Philippines; September 4th, Hong Kong; September
5th, Taipel, Formosa; and September 6th, Naha, Okinawa. At Okinawa the torch changed air-
craft for the final leg to Japan on September 9th.

In Japan the torch was carried by young Japanese runners from sixteen to twenty years
of age along four selected routes: Route 1, Kagoshima to Tokyo; Route 2, Miyazaki to Tok-
yo; Route 3, Aomori to Tokyo; and Route 4, Sapporo to Tokyo--a total of seven thousand ki-
lometers with forty-six prefectures visited in thirty days. The Olympic flame arrived at
the National Stadium in Tokyo for the opening ceremony on Oct. 10, 1964.

The National Olympic Committee of each country visited was responsible for carrying

out the welcoming ceremonies. In Manila a special cancellation was used on Sept. 3, 1964,
as shown on the Philippine cover illustrated below.

PHILIPPI

T0KYO 1364

The Ryukyuku Islands Postal Administration issued a 3¢ stamp in commemoration of the Olym-
pic torch relay on Sept. 7, 1964. The relay route in Okinawa was 247.1 kilometers, divid-
ed into 150 sections, with one major runner, two auxiliary runners, and twenty other run-
ners following the first three. A first-day cover with special cancellation for the event
is shown here.
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The reverse of the card flown from Olympia to Tokyo shows an arrival date in Tokyo of
August 23rd and, for return postage to Greece, bears the Japanese torch relay 5 yen com-
memorative stamp. Two types exist, each featuring different cancellations of the Japanese
5 yen stamp: (1) Olympic torch relay special cancellation and (2) Olympic Games opening at
Tokyo Stadium.

SENDER: # SENDER:

R. GRAFINGER b R. GRAFINGER
OLYMPIA - GREECE b OLYMPIA- GREECE

The reverse of this same card also bears several Greek Olympic stamps with Olympia cancels
dated Oct. 24, 1964, the closing date of the Olympic Games in Tokyo.

Shown below are both sides of a New Year's greeting card from George Papestefanou,
Director of the Philatelic Museum of the International Olympic Academy at Olympia, Greece.
The front side 1illustrates quite dramatically the story of the Olympic torch relay and
carries a cancel of Olympic rings and laurel branch from ancient Olympia. On the reverse
side beneath Papastefanou's signature is the official cancel of the Olympic Museum.

OLYMPIC RARITIES We have in stock many other rarities
GREECE 1896 MINT $600 of Sport and Olympics and also
1900 " 250 Scouts.

1906 ” 350 If you wish to embellish your collec-
GREECE SCOTT 162a 150 tion with Exposition items, please

1965 POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT - - - $1.00
HENRY TRACHTENBERG
115 rue HOCHE
IVRY - SEINE - FRANCE
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A FRESH LOOK AT SPORTS STAMPS
- Phil Cole -

A few months ago my youngest son brought home a book entitled "A Fresh Look at Cats".
That is Just what the book did; it took a new look at an old subject and came up with some
fresh ideas. The book got me to thinking too--about my collection of sports stamps.

The past few years I suppose I've grumbled as much as any sports collector. I grum-
bled when the Olympic issues came and came and came. And I grumbled more when the im-
perfs, color changes, and souvenir sheets followed. The more I read in "JSP" how unhappy
others were, the unhappier I became. At one time I was so discouraged that I almost wrote
an article for "JSP" myself!

Then I got to thinking that perhaps, instead of grumbling, it was time to take a
fresh look at my sports collection. This I proceeded to do. I got out my collection and
gave it a good inspection. There are a lot of stamps--some pretty and some homely, some
rare and some common, some I've always enjoyed and some I've always wondered why I bought.
Of course at one time I was nalve enough to think I'd get them all.

The second thing I did was to get out an article I wrote in 1949 entitled "Why I Col-
lect Sports Stamps". I have given that talk several times and most of what I said then is
still true today. I collected sports stamps because they related to a subject that is in-
teresting to me. After all, what man doesn't read the sports page of the newspaper first?
I have always enjoyed and been good at winter sports--skiing, skating, hockey--so they are
of a special interest to me. My interest in track and field and in yachting is almost as
great; this combination of sporting events accounted for a good percentage of the early
sports stamps (before 1950).

Initially I started out keeping my stamps mounted strictly by sport and I'm still not
convinced that this is not the best way. In fact, I still have thirty-six pages of stamps
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mounted this way and intend to keep them so until I can get some good colored slides made.

By 1960 two things had happened to change my collecting ways. First, there were a
lot of sports stamps by then. And secondly, I had a chance to work with George Kobylka
when he first planned his sports and Olympic albums. With a good album available and lots
of stamps it was a lot easier to mount them by country; that's where most-of mine are to-
day.

But with lots of sports stamps already issued and a lot more on the way, my sports
collection is now where my world-wide collection was a few years ago--getting a bit too

big to enjoy.

As I looked at my collection recently some new ways to collect sports stamps occurred
to me. First, why not just collect the stamps or sets that appeal particularly to me per-
sonally? If one would select ten or a dozen attractive sets each year, he could have
quite an impressive collection. It could be a truly beautiful collection if design and
color were his standards or it could be an historically interesting collection 1if Just
stamps issued to recognize special sporting events were selected.

Each year there are a good number of sports stamps or sets that could qualify as
beautiful stamps by most standards. I was disappointed personally to see the Bonacossa
Award for the most attractive sports stamp of the year given up. To me this would be a
good subject for SPI. Let members nominate each year what they think is the most attrac-
tive sports issue. It could be done as a fun project or it could be made into a signifi-
cant recognition. Just to start the pot boiling, I'll nominate the following sets:

1960--no nominations

1961--§1) Poland 1006-08; (2) Romania C96-102; (3) Hungary 1403-05 and B219
1962--(1) Poland 1079-86; (2) Jugoslavia C72-9; (3) France 1019

1963-~(1) Bulgaria 1284-88; (2) Rungary 1484-89; (3) Japan 801

1964--(1) Jamaica 226; (2) Hungary 1578; (3) Ghana 179-85; (4) Japan 821-25

Another possibility would be to collect sports stamps strictly by the competition
they were issued to honor. I've started this 1list of major competitions several times,
but like lots of other collectors have never quite gotten the job done. I'll certainly be
deflated if such a list appears in the next issue of our "JSP".

It's been a natural +to separate the sports issued honoring the Olympic Games from
other sports issues. There have been plenty of Olympic issues (putting it mildly), K-Line
albums make the Job easy and fun, and the Olympics are the granddaddy of them all and
probably deserve to be collected by themselves. I am looking forward to George Kobylka's
development soon of separate albums for summer and winter Olympic issues, at least separ-
ate title pages so we could split our present holdings conveniently.

To me, though, some other special athletic events which are held on an annual or bi-
ennial basis and have stamps issued regularly in their honor would make fine individual
collections. I am partial to:

World Ski Championship (FIS)--my favorite be-
cause I like the sport involved, the
event is held regularly, and in most cases

the host country has issued special stamps
Japanese National Athletic Meet

FRED HOWARD The Company Thats

/
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS on the Move.

’ g . For the Beginner — For the Specialist
i
4 FRED HOWARD

NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPORT STAMPS
10613 Rochester Avenue

WANT LIST SERVICE Los Angeles 24, California
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Balkan Games

Monte Carlo Rally

Asian Games

Peace Cycle Race

Pan-American Games

Central American and Caribbean Games
World Soccer Championship

World Basketball Championship

World Cycling Championship

World Ice Hockey Championship

Perhaps, 1instead of all the grumbling and all the black blots (or spots or whatever
they are), we ought to take a fresh look at our sports stamps and be happy with what we
have.

) _ o SLOGANS # CANCELS * METERS “*

belong in your SPORT, SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES collections

LARGE SELECTION + MONTHLY MAIL AUCTION SALES

Also U,N,, REFUGEE, MAPS, INSECTS, ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS,
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others,

MOE LUFF 125 GREENE ROAD SPRING VALLEY, N. Y.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

New questions:

47, San Marino 327 exists in a
variety showing a white line above
the name panel '"Republica di San
Marino'". Do other values of this

; set have this variety? Can anyone
e explain the reason for it?

SR I 48, What 1is the Sir Thomas

i

CA DI e SAN M/ Fearnley Cup? Please include the
- details as to how and when 1t is
awarded.

49. Were any stamps issued in commemoration of the 1lst International Friendship Games
in Bucharest in 19537%

50. Is there any relationship between the 1st International Friendship Games in
Bucharest on August 4-16, 1953, and the Fourth World Youth Festival (commemorated by
"Scott" 937-40) on August 2-16, 19537

51. Were any stamps issued in commemoration of the 3rd International Friendship Games
in Moscow in 1957%

52. Please give the background data on the Paramaribo Stadium (seating capacity, when
built, etc.) shown on Surinam B55-7.

53. Who won the 13th C.I.S.M. Cross Country Championship commemorated by Tunisia 4337
What do the initials "C.I.S.M." stand for?

Aasasssssnas AL

Answers:
30. Hungary 884 (and its watermark twin 958) shows two young ath-
letes, a man and a woman. The man holds a jJjavelin and the woman either
a volleyball or a soccer ball. In the foreground are a fencer's mask

and weapon and & pair of skiis while in the background is a soccer game
and a stadium.

31. Hungary 897 depicts the head of a boy in
the foreground; in the background a nurse and five B i T
children are playing on a beach. The inscription j : B
in Hungarian reads "Youth is our reserve for future battles”.

3Z7 Hungary 879 (and its watermark twin 953)
displays considerable sports and recreation mater-
ial. In the foreground a family of four is playing
in shallow water with a large beach ball while
still farther back in the water is a sailboat.

s
J

. wassdased (Editor's note: This column has been doing well recently, largely due to
the efforts of Jim Hughes, who supplied the information for the three questions answered
In this issue, and Max Kordylewski. But the supply of fresh material is running low.

There are plenty of unanswered questions to be worked on; your cooperation 1s solicited.
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NEW ISSUES CALENDAR 7

- Barbara T. Williams -

September Addenda

Jordan. McDivitt-White space flight. 10f light pink and pink (brazier and flame);
I5F I1ight violet and violet (same as 10f); 20f pale blue and light blue (same as
10f); 30f light bluish green and gluish green (same as 10f); 40f light bistre brown
and bistre brown (same as 10f); and 50f light magenta and magenta (same as 10f), is-
sued for the Tokyo Olympic Games, overprinted in Arabic and English "James McDivitt-
Edward White-2.6.65". Also imperforate souvenir sheet similarly overprinted. (Addi-
tional information)

October Addenda

Russia. 1l4th European Basketball Championship. 1r multicolored (basketball players,
map of Europe, and flags of participating countries). Also souvenir sheet. Printed
by off-set.

November Addenda

Ghana. African Soccer Cup competition. 6p red, beige, brown, and green (goalkeep-
er); 15p green, brown, and black (player kicking ball); and 24p blue-gray, yellow,
red, green, and brown (players and African Cup). (Additional information)

Lebanon. World Bridge Championship. 2.50p orange (playing card and laurel wreath);
I5p pink (same as 2.50p); 17.50p blue (same as 2.50p); and 40p mauve (same as 2.50p).
Also souvenir sheet containing 15p and 40p values. Printed in photogravure by the
State)Printing Office, Budapest. Quantities: 60,000 (sets) and 10,000 (souvenir
sheet).

Ecuador. V Bolivarian Games. 40¢ orange (hammer throw, shot put, discus throw, and
Javelin throw); 50¢ coral (runners); 60¢ blue (soccer); 80¢ (same as 40¢); ls (same
as 50¢); 1.50s (same as 60¢); 2s blue (swimmer, gymnast, wrestler, and weight 1lift=-
er); 2.50s (cyclists); 3s rose (same as 2s); 3.50s purple (hurdlers, pole vault, long
jump, and high jump); 4s green (same as 2.50s); and 5s (same as 3.50s). Also an im-
perforate souvenir sheet containing all twelve stamps.

Fernando Po. Stamp Day. 50¢ green (pole vault) and 1.50p blue (same as 50¢). De -
signed by Teodoro Miciano and A. Blanco Varas. Quantity: 600,000.

Spanish Sahara. Stamp Day. 50¢ red-brown (basketball players) and 1.50p blue (same
as 50¢). Designed by A. Blanco Varas and Emilio Marin Jimeno. Quantity: 600,000.

December Addenda

Philippines. II Asian Cycling Championship, November 28th to December 5th. 6s mul-
ticolored (cyclists and map of participating countries); 10s multicolored (same as
6s); and 25s (same as 6s). Printed by heliogravure in sheets of fifty. Quantities:
7,000,000 (6s); 6,000,000 (10s); 2,000,000 (25s). (Additional information)

Malaysia. Third Southeastern Asia Games, Kuala Lumpur. 25¢ olive (soccer); 30¢ or=-
chid (runner); and 50¢ blue (diver). Designed by E. A. F. Anthony.

Ghana. Ghanian victory in African Soccer Cup competition. 6p red, beige, brown, and
green (goalkeeper); 15p green, brown, and black (player xicking ball); and 24p blue-
gray, yellow, red, green, and brown (players and African Cup), all overprinted
"Blackstars Retain Africa Cup 21/11/65".

Current

Monaco. XXXV Monte Carlo Motor Car Rally. 1fr (route of race and scenes in Monaco
and London).

Romania. European Canoe Championships, 1965. 51 multicolored (single kayak).

Romania. 55b multicolored (runners); 1.55L multicolored (soccer); 1.75L multicolored
(gymnast); and 2L multicolored (mountain climbing).

Yemen. Olympic winners, Tokyo, 1964. 1/8b blue and gold (soccer and stadium); 1/4b
light brown and gold (runner and stadium); 1/2b blue-green and gold (discus thrower
and stadium); 2b pink and gold (Jjudo and stadium); 4b orchid and gold (wrestlers and
stadium); and 6b olive and gold (equestrian and stadium). Also souvenir sheet con=-
tain%ng the 6b olive and gold (equestrian and stadium). Miscellaneous imperforates
exist.
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President: Lawrence McMillan, 16276 Spruce St., Hesperia, California
Vice-Pres: F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey
Sec=Treas: Leonard K. Eichorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122
Director : Travis L. Land, 4243 Chestnut Hill Drive, San Antonio, Texas 78218

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat- .

ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of international un-
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. Its activities
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its members. All
members in good standing recelve the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately".
The dues for regular membership are $3.00 per year. Membershlp applications may be ob-
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington 98312.

"Journal of Sports Philately"

Managing Editor : Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohlio 44691
Assoc. Editors : F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Ellzabeth 3, New Jersey
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California
Editorial Comm. : Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York, New York 10006
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey
Advertising Mgrs.: Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey
William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York,
New York 10017

Publisher

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi-
tion of SPI 1itself. All catalogue numbers quoted 1in this publication are from
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise.
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy 1in good faith, re=-
serving the right to reject objectional material.

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Close to seventy~five applicants desiring our position as head football coach have
silenced your editor! You will be lucky if there is an issue of "JSP" for February, much
less than if 1t appears even reasonably on schedule.

NEWS OF OUR_MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES

Results of CHRISTQUAPIPEX Jjudging. The international stamp show staged in Manila in
early December produced two winners among SPI members. Robert G. Lyttle Jr. (SPI 586)
captured the Thematic Award, one gold medal, and one silver medal with his Olympic entry
of twenty-four frames. Pablo M. Esperidion (SPI 157) also scored in the Sports Division,
where his collection of chess on stamps won a silver medal. Congratulations to both.

3* #* 3* #* *
Expiration notices:
Nos. 371-93, 538-42, and 594 December 31st
Nos. 394-413%, 543-50, and 595-602 January 31st
Nos. 414-31, 551-55, and 603-=05 February 28th
* ¥* #* 3* ¥*

Membership changes (to January 1lst)
Additions:

633 Williamson, Melvin, 121 W. 47th St., New York, N. Y. (GS:0:C)
634 Olken, Benjamin F., 3 Bow St., Cambridge, Mass. (Bicycles)

Changes of address:

434 Bryant, Mrs. Donald, 1107 N. 6th, Klamath Falls, Ore. 97601

477 Merritt, Louilse A., 3147 S. Durango Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 90034
267 Saller, Robert J., 2821 Texas, St. Louis, Mo. 63118

407 Snell, John G., 5 Jeffrey Drive, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055

591 Tecardi, Maurizio, Via E. Faa di Bruno, 10, Rome, Italy







