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CANOE SPORTS ON STAMPS 

Han Egon Vesper, Editor of "Kanu-Sport" 

(Your editor has quite frequently had the desire to make a report of a collection of post­
age 6tamps and postmarks which show canoe sports as its theme. We present today the first 
part dealing with postage stamps and a second part, which will appear in the near future, 
will show postmarks honoring German canoe championships and International events under 
the title, "Sport Postmarks as Documents".) 

When the first postage stamps appeared almost 150 years ago nobody believed them cap­
able of Influencing the postal system or surmised the importance which would be attached 
to these pretty little pictures by the many millions of collectors in all the countries of 
the world. 

At first illustrations of crowned heads, numerals, and heraldic and allegorical fig­
ures and very little else were depicted on these postage stamps. This changed very rap­
idly, however, when it became apparent that these stamps, although quite small, were a 
significant medium for publicity and propaganda. Since then we find every aspect of our 
existence portrayed on our postage stamps. 

Included—since sports have assumed Increased importance in modern sooiety in this 
century—is the depiction of various types of sporting events. The Introduction of stamps 
with a sports theme was made by Greece in 1896 with an issue commemorating the re-estab­
lishment of the ancient Olympic Games. The stamps were limited to the classical portrayal 
of the sporting life of the Greeks. 

Since that time over one hundred countries have followed the example of Greece and 
more than 2,000 sport stamps have been issued. They picture all the well-known sports 
and, because of their beauty and partly because of their completely artistic designs, have 
become one of the most popular areas of topical collecting. Even though the stamps com­
memorating the Olympic Games form the foundation for all collections of sports stamps, 
there are many other specialized areas and the one of special interest to us is canoe 
sport. 

Due to the special features of canoeing—it can be divided into various sporting 
events—one must refrain from employing a geographic or chronological arrangement. We 
have stamps which illustrate races in kayaks and Canadian-canoes, canoe slalom and white-
water races, and also, though seldom and few, water travel. 

Hungary issued what is probably the prettiest kayak stamp (1160) on the occasion of 
the XVI Olympic Games in Melbourne in 1956 and Jugoslavia responded with a very stylized 
stamp (462). Surprisingly, no kayak stamps were issued for the next Olympic Games in 
spite of the fact that a greater number of Olympic stamps were issued. In 1961 Poland is­
sued three stamps commemorating the VI European Canoe Championships. One stamp (1006) 
shows two single-man kayaks, a second (1007) shows two four-man kayaks, and the third 
(1008) shows a paddle with an "E" symbolizing a unified Europe. A year later Romania Is­
sued a complete set of water-sport stamps; the twenty-banl value (1479) shows a racer in a 
single-man kayak. Cuba, to the surprise of everybody, included a kayak racer in its mam­
moth set of stamps Issued in 1962 promoting sport for its people. The Oanoe Society of 
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Cuba is a member of the In­
ternational Canoe Federation. 
What the postal administra­
tion of the Republic of Guin­
ea had in mind when it is­
sued, in 1963, stamps of two, 
twenty, and five hundred 
francs value (283, 288, and 
C46) showing kayak competi­
tors can only be labeled pure 
commercialism. 

In contrast to the six 
kayak issues, there are ten 
Canadian-canoe stamps, half 
of which are Romanian. In 
1952 Czechoslovakia issued 
the first Canadian-canoe 
stamp (5^2) showing a two-man 
team in a set of stamps pub­
licizing Czechoslovakia's 
unified physical eduoation 
program. Prance followed a 
year later—similarly a two-
man Canadian-canoe (703)—in 
a series honoring Prench 
Olympic champions in 1952 in 
Helsinki. Here George Tur­
ller and Jean Laudet had won 
the gold medal in the 10,000-
meter two-man oanoe raoe. 
Only Romania brought out a 
stylized single-man Canadian-
canoe stamp (1119) for the 
XVI Olympic Games, but four 
years later for the Games in 
Rome Bulgaria (1117 and 
1123), Romania (for the sec­
ond time)(1335)» and Russia 
(2367) included a Canadian-
style oanoe in their Olympic 
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s e r i e s . In 1957 ( a c t u a l l y 1961 — 
e d i t o r ' s no te ) Romania honored i t s 
gold medal winners a t Melbourne i n 
a s p e c i a l s e r i e s of s tamps. The 
h i g h e s t value of 1.75 l e i (1457) 
shows Canadian-canoe compet i to rs 
a s t h e i r most success fu l Olympic 
p a r t i c i p a n t s . The l a r g e r ec t angu ­
l a r stamp shows a p p r o p r i a t e l y the 
gold medals of Melbourne and two 
one-man Canadian-canoes and one 
two-man Canadian-canoe. In 1958 
Czechoslovakia i s sued a s p e c i a l 
stamp (842) showing single-man 
Canadian-canoes i n a race to com­
memorate the IV World Canoe Cham­
p ionsh ips held i n Prague . In 1962 
i n the w a t e r - s p o r t s s e r i e s men­
t ioned above, Romania inc luded a 
stamp (1478) which shows s i n g l e -
man Canadian-canoes i n a r ac ing 
scene . 

In c o n t r a s t to these groups , 
the number of stamps showing the 
canoe slalom and whi te -wate r r a c ­
ing i s very sma l l . On the occas ion of the VII World Canoe-Slalom Championships and the I I 
World White-Water Racing Championships held i n Hainesberg near Dresden, the German Demo­
c r a t i c Republic pos t o f f i ce Issued t h r ee s p e c i a l s tamps. One stamp (560) shows a one-man 
c o l l a p s i b l e boa t , ano ther (561) shows a one-man Canadian-canoe, and the t h i r d (562) shows 
a two-man Canadian-canoe. All these stamps show the boats going through slalom g a t e s . 
Romania i n i t s w a t e r - s p o r t s e t of 1962 p o r t r a y s a two-man Canadian-canoe i n the slalom 
(1845) a l though p r i o r to t h i s we had not seen Romanian slalom c o m p e t i t o r s . There are no 
whi te -wate r r ac ing stamps but the German Democratic Republic i nc ludes i n i t s s e r i e s of 
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September, 1963, honoring a n t i - f a s c i s t sportsmen, a stamp (BllO) bearing the portra i t of 
Kurt Biedermann and another which portrays him as a white-water racer . Up to now nothing 
more can be learned about Biedermann (1902-42) . 

Thus we come 
to the l a s t area 
of the sport of 
canoeing—if we 
do not consider 
canoe s a i l i n g 
which has not 
been depicted on 
stamps—w a t e r 
trave l or wander­
ing . Here we 
have only two older stamps; a 1948 se t of stamps 
issued by the Netherlands for the benef i t of chi ld 
se l fare shows a young boy i n a paddle boat (B189) 
and one year l a t e r Russia se l ec ted a two-man boat 
on a r iver Journey as the theme for a stamp (1377) 
i n a peoples-sport i s s u e . 

The West German postal au thor i t i e s have i s ­
sued no stamps showing the sport of canoeing. 
Actually the Minister of Postal Affairs has com­
p l e t e l y ignored the sport i n a l l i t s aspects—be 
i t the heal th of the nation through physical a c t i ­
v i t y of the young people, as a unifying force 
everywhere within the borders of the country, or 
in recognit ion of commendable performances or 
events of world-wide importance. So i t was no 
wonder tha t the postal a u t h o r i t i e s refused—reply­
ing to a request with a mimeographed form l e t t e r — 
the appl icat ion of the City of Essen and the Ger­
man Canoe Associat ion for a spec ia l stamp to pub­

l i c i z e the scheduled World Canoe Championships i n Essen i n August of 1962. 

Thus, i n order to show the sport of canoeing on stamps, even though the l a r g e s t oanoe 
club i s i n the German Republic, i t i s necessary to c o l l e c t the stamps of East Europe, 
Ouba, and Guinea J. 

(Editor 's note: This a r t i c l e o r i g i n a l l y appeared i n the December 16, 1963, i s sue of 
the German per iodica l "Kanu-Sport" and i s reprinted i n our "JSP" with the permission of 
i t s author and e d i t o r , Hans Egon Vesper. A great debt of gratitude I s owed to Dr. Arthur 
J . Wendler (SPI 62) of the Physical Education Department of the State University of Iowa 
for h i s t rans la t ion of the or ig ina l a r t i c l e . With one exception the i l l u s t r a t i o n s for the 
reprint have been arranged Just as they appeared i n the or ig ina l a r t i c l e . ) 

NEW ISSUES CALENDAR 

- Barbara T. Williams -

January Addenda 

18th Guinea. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 5fr (weight l i f t e r s and chi ldren of three 
r a c e s ) ; lOfr (torch runner); 25fr (pole v a u l t ) ; 40fr (runners); 50fr (Judo); 75fr 
( g i r l s i n Japanese costume and stadium); and lOOfr (Japanese g i r l and transport 
p lane) . Also 200fr and 300fr souvenir sheets showing Japanese scenes with a border 
of birds and leaves In the manner of old Japanese p r i n t s . Sets e x i s t both perforate 
and imperforate. Printed by the Spanish State Mint, Madrid. (Additional Informa­
t ion) 

23rd Lebanon. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 2.50p magenta, greenish blue, and black (swlm-
m e r ) ; 7 « 5 0 p s la t e green, maroon, and brown ( fencer) ; lOp indigo , brown, and green 
(baske tba l l ) ; 15p s l a t e green and black (equestr ian); 25P green and purple ( target 
shoot ing) ; and 40p orange brown and indigo (gymnast). Also an Imperforate souvenir 
sheet containing the 15p» 25Pf and 40p va lues . Engraved by Durrens and Combet and 
printed by the Paris State Print ing Off ice . Quant i t ies : 150,000 s e t s and 25,000 
souvenir s h e e t s . (Additional information) 

February Addenda 

15th Guinea. 200, 400, 600, 800, l f r , 15fr , 20fr , 60fr, 80fr , lOOfr, and 300fr (various 



4 NEW ISSUES CALENDAR (Cont'd) 

dancers and dance masks). Printed by photogravure. 

16th Turkey. 50th anniversary of Turkish Aviation League. 60k l i g h t blue, black, red, 
and yellow (parachutist ) and 90k b i s tre and multicolored ( g l i d e r ) . Designed by Bur-
hand Ozak and printed by Guzel Sanatlar Prho, I s tanbul . Quantity: 400,000 s e t s . 
(Additional Information) 

25th Hai t i . All overprinted "+5^"—10>/ l i g h t blue and dark brown (weight l i f t e r ) ; 25^ 
salmon and dark brown (same as 10^); 50d pale rose l i l a c and dark brown (hurdlers); 
50d pale l i l a c and dark brown (same as 10^); 50^ pale green and dark brown (same a s 
50^); 75£ buff and dark brown (same as 50^); and 1.50g gray and dark brown (same as 
50d). Also souvenir sheet of two 50d i s s u e s , 75><, and 1.50g overprinted "+25^n. 

March Addenda 

15th Liberia . Liberlan Boy Scouts. 5^ brown and blue (boy scout s a l u t e ) ; 10d ochre and 
dark green (bugle) ; and 25^ red and blue ( l i b e r l a n f l a g ) . Also souvenir sheet con­
taining 50d gold and purple (g lobe ) . 

22nd P h i l i p p i n e s . 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. Imperforate vers ion of the se t l i s t e d i n 
February i s sue of "JSP" (Page 1 5 ) . 

30th Adu Dhabi. Second anniversary of the postal s erv loe . 20np ( fa lconry) ; 40np (same 
as 20np); and 2r (same as 20np). Designed by Victor Whitely and printed i n sheets 
of 100 by Harrison and Sons, Ltd . , London. 

April Addenda 

1s t Germany. Youth Day. lOpf -t- 5pf (Eurasian Woodcock); 15pf + 5pf (ring-necked pheas-
ant ) ; 20pf + lOpf (black grouse); and 40pf + 20pf ( c a p e r c a i l l l s ) . Designed by Paul 
Pruitzhelm and printed i n o f f - s e t by the Bundesdruckerei, Ber l in . 

5th Turkey. Tourish a t t r a c t i o n s . 30k (beach a t Oron) and 130k (beach at Alanya). 
Printed in o f f - s e t . 

30th Tanzania. Uganda, and Kenya. 13th East African Safari Ral ly . 30d multicolored (Sa-
far l Rally emblem); 50^ multicolored (same as 30<^); lsh/30ji< multicolored (Safari 
Rally car ) ; and 2sh/50£ (same as lsh/30jB<). Printed In sheets of 100 by photogravure 
by Harrison and Sons, Ltd . , London. (Additional information) 

May 

15th San Marino. 48th Cycling Tour of Italy. 30L, 70L, and 200L (all oyclists). 

Current 

Bulgaria. Bulgarian winner at 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 20st black, gold, and 
copper (stylized gold medal and Inscription). Designed by Stoyan Sotirova. Printed 
In photogravure. Quantity: 150,000. (Additional information) 

Japan. "Jo No Mai" dancer. 

Russia. World Ice Hockey Championship, Finland. 4k blue, red, and black (hockey 
players. 

Russia. World Figure Skating Championship. 6k green, red, and black (man and woman 
f1gure ska te rs). 

Forecast 

Bulgaria. 9th World Youth Championships in Algeria. (1st, 2st, and 13st) 

Bulgaria. Horse racing. (1st, 2st, 3st, 5st, lOst, 13st, 40st, and 20st souvenir 
sheet) 

Bulgaria. Sporting ohampionshlps. (1st, 2st, 3st, 5st, lOst, and 13st) 

Italy. World Sailing Ohampionshlps. 

Japan. 20th National Athletic Meeting. 

Togo. African sports. 
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PRIOE REALIZATIONS—SECTION TWO OP SPI AUCTION 1965 5 

Lot Numbers, R e a l i z a t i o n s , and Number of Bids 

611 1 . 3 0 3 fi96 4 . 5 0 7 781 0 . 3 0 3 866 6 . 2 5 7 
612 1.00 4 697 i- 0 0 5 782 1.60 1 867 1.00 6 
613 0.55 4 fi9B D-65 1 783 0.65 1 868 5.50 7 
614 0.45 3 fi99 0.25 3 784 1.40 1 869 1.60 5 
615 0.50 4 700 0.60 4 785 1.05 3 870 5.25 4 
616 1.20 3 701 0.75 1 786 nb 871 1.90 5 
617 1.00 4 
618 0.05 3 

620 0.25 1 
621 0.80 4 
622 0.65 1 
623 1.20 2 

630 nb 

649 nb 

655 9.50 11 
656 0.60 1 

668 1.30 3 
669 0.65 1 
670 2.25 3 

675 0.20 3 
676 nb 
677 2.50 3 

682 nb 
683 0.15 1 
684 0.80 2 

687 2.90 4 
688 1.40 5 
689 2.50 6 

702 3.00 6 787 nb 872 1.50 3 
703 30.00 8 788 nb 873 1.45 5 

fito n 1 704 3.30 5 789 1.00 3 874 1.10 3 
705 0.65 3 790 0.65 1 875 1.30 3 
706 0.B0 2 791 0.40 1 876 0.45 2 
707 0.40 3 792 0.65 1 877 0.55 5 
708 1.00 7 793 1.00 1 878 0.50 4 

}•%. n'on 4 709 0.60 4 794 1.25 2 S79 8.50 B 
,-X n'jn 3 710 0.10 4 795 0.25 2 
He. n 60 3 711 1.50 5 796 1.70 6 
Aj n an 4 712 0.30 3 797 1.60 2 
An 0*40 2 713 0.20 1 798 0.65 1 
Al n'?n 1 714 0.75 1 799 0.35 1 SECTION THREE 
b'7 U.a:u X 715 1.60 4 800 0.30 5 
631 0.70 3 716 1.25 6 801 0.10 2 880 0.95 3 
632 1.10 4 717 1.00 5 B02 0.27 2 881 0.85 3 
633 0.B0 2 71B 0.65 3 803 2.35 7 882 2.50 3 
634 0.25 2 719 0.20 4 804 0.35 2 883 1.25 4 
635 11.50 8 720 0.60 4 805 1.40 1 884 0.25 3 
636 0.40 3 721 1.30 6 806 nb 885 0.40 2 
637 0.20 2 722 0.75 4 807 nb 8B6 0.70 4 
638 1.10 3 723 1.25 5 808 1.35 4 887 0.30 3 
639 1.40 5 724 1.00 4 B09 nb 888 0.20 1 
640 0.35 3 725 0.70 3 810 1.35 3 889 0.70 4 
641 0.25 1 726 0.60 3 811 1.00 6 890 0.55 2 
642 0.40 2 727 0.50 4 812 1.70 4 B91 0.15 2 
643 0.40 1 72B 0.45 1 813 0.10 1 892 0.50 3 
644 0.50 1 729 0.60 1 B14 2.00 3 893 0.95 4 
645 0.60 1 730 0.50 3 815 1.10 3 894 0.12 2 
646 0.70 1 731 0.20 3 B16 2.65 4 B95 1.60 4 
647 1.00 1 732 0.60 5 817 0.20 1 896 0.45 3 
648 nb 733 0.80 2 818 1.45 7 897 0.75 4 

734 5.00 4 819 2.45 8 898 0.75 2 
650 nb 735 nb 820 2.75 5 899 0.75 
651 0.90 2 736 0.85 3 821 2.85 5 900 1.60 4 
652 0.40 2 737 0.25 2 822 0.70 10 901 1.15 3 
653 0.12 2 738 0.25 1 823 1.90 4 902 0.45 2 
654 3;75 7 739 0.30 2 B24 0.70 4 903 0.75 3 

740 nb 825 0.60 7 904 1.10 3 
741 0.25 1 826 2.20 5 905 0.45 3 

„ 7 n"3D 742 2.25 3 827 0.45 5 906 0.45 3 
T-CR 2 20 7 743 0.45 1 B28 0.60 4 907 1.75 2 
? „ /fin 4 744 0.35 4 829 0.75 3 908 0.50 6 
?2n l 40 2 745 0.60 6 830 2.10 6 909 0.55 5 
?5, n*65 1 746 1.30 3 831 1.30 7 910 0.55 4 
(°ft n',n 6 747 1.10 3 832 0.95 4 911 1.30 4 
l°A 1 en 7 748 2.60 6 B33 0.45 4 912 0125 2 
111 l 40 3 749 2.20 3 B34 0.30 1 913 0.50 1 
lA n* 3 D 3 750 1.15 9 635 0.30 2 914 0.45 1 
Hi J "Vn 4 751 0.80 6 836 0.60 6 915 0.45 1 
? „ n M 4 752 0.30 5 837 0.80 5 916 0.70 4 
O D I U.-J-J 1 ...a,. -. ^„ r- r. a -B a rr. H 753 1.75 5 B38 0.30 5 917 1.50 5 

754 1.80 5 839 0.08 4 91B 0.09 3 
755 1.80 4 840 0.50 6 919 0.45 5 

«71 0*65 1 756 1.65 3 841 0.25 2 920 1.45 6 
fi7? 5 0 0 4 7 5 7 1-15 X B 4 2 D - 2 5 2 9 Z 1 D - 1 5 3 

Ai 2*2n 2 758 17.00 9 843 0.25 2 922 0.10 1 
V1A 4*05 4 759 2 . 7 0 7 844 0 . 7 0 3 923 0 . 5 5 5 
b ia 1.7J ** „ „„ _ „._ „ ._ _ „ O J f, c n -, 

760 2.00 5 845 0.15 2 924 0.50 2 
761 0.40 3 846 0.60 3 925 0.70 3 
762 0.30 2 847 0.20 2 926 0.20 1 

Jjil 3" 1 5 o 763 1.05 6 848 0.30 2 927 3.20 6 
ILr. n*40 1 764 2.25 7 B49 0.25 1 92B 0.25 5 
r-Rn 2 10 3 765 0.65 2 B50 0.10 2 929 3.20 7 
£ R , n'25 3 766 1.30 5 851 0.06 1 930 2.20 4 

767 0.B0 4 852 1.05 3 931 1.75 4 
768 nb 853 0.80 3 932 0.45 1 
769 0.20 5 854 nb 933 0.25 2 

l"Z 2*00 1 770 0.65 6 855 4.25 6 934 0.12 3 
III 3 50 3 771 0.90 2 856 4.50 5 935 1.65 4 bob J.au J „ r^ , . _c _, 

772 0.60 3 857 nb 936 0.25 2 
773 0.35 3 858 2.25 3 937 0.60 4 
774 0.40 3 859 0.60 3 938 0.15 1 

690 3.10 6 775 0.65 5 860 17.00 939 0.85 3 
691 4.00 6 776 1.60 5 861 40.00 B 940 0.25 3 
692 5.50 6 777 1.10 3 862 1.20 5 941 0.16 1 
693 5.00 6 77B 1.00 3 B63 1.06 6 942 0.25 2 
694 3.00 6 779 0.90 1 864 1.00 5 943 0.45 1 
695 2.25 1 7B0 nb 865 2.50 4 944 0.15 1 
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945 
945 
947 
948 
949 
950 
951 
952 
95 3 
954 
955 
956 
957 
958 
959 
960 
961 
962 
963 
964 
965 
966 
967 
968 
969 
970 
971 
972 
973 
974 
975 
976 
977 
978 
979 
980 
981 
982 
9B3 
984 
985 
9B6 
987 
988 

0.45 
0.21 
1.25 
1.00 
7.00 
0.05 
2.65 
3.70 
4.50 
0.50 
0.20 
0.10 
0.40 
0.35 
0.50 
0.95 
0.45 
0.40 
0.10 
0.15 
3.10 
0.90 
1.35 
0.65 
0.35 
0.30 
0.35 
0.25 
1.20 
1.00 
0.85 
0.45 
3.20 
2.00 
2.00 
1.80 
0.25 
0.10 
0.15 
0.20 
0.85 
1.10 
0.15 

36.00 

3 
4 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
5 
5 
6 
4 
1 
5 
3 
3 
5 
4 
3 
2 
2 
6 
1 
5 
2 
4 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
5 
4 
5 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
3 
2 
5 

989 
990 
991 
992 
993 
994 
995 
996 
997 
99B 
999 

1000 
1001 
1002 
1003 
1004 
1005 
1006 
1007 
1008 
1009 
1010 
1011 
1012 
1013 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1017 
101B 
1019 
1020 
1021 
1022 
1023 
1024 
1025 
1026 
1027 
1028 
1029 
i03n 
1031 
1032 

0.35 
0.30 
0.80 
0.10 
0.10 
0.20 
0.10 
0.60 
0.40 
0.60 
0.30 
1.65 
0.20 
0.20 
1.15 
0.75 
0.35 
0.85 
0.65 
0.25 
0.45 
0.95 
0.20 
0.30 
0.10 
0.80 
0.35 
0.80 
0.10 
2.25 
0.70 
0.45 
0.65 
1.65 
0.10 
0.10 
0.25 
0.50 
0.50 
0.45 
0.50 
0.40 
0.70 
0.7C 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
•1 

3 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

1033 
1034 
1035 
1036 
1037 
1038 
1039 
1040 
1D41 
1042 
1043 
1044 
1045 
1046 
1047 
104B 
1049 
1050 
1051 
1052 
1053 
1054 
1055 
1056 
1057 
1058 
1059 
1060 
1061 
1062 
1063 
1064 
1065 
1066 
1067 
1068 
1069 
1070 
1071 
1072 
1073 
1074 
1075 
1076 

0.70 
1.75 
0.75 
0.75 
2.60 
1.15 
0.50 
1.75 
1.75 
0.45 
1.75 
0.70 
0.80 
1.25 
0.45 
0.35 
0.35 
1.75 
1.75 
0.70 

13.00 
1.15 

21.00 
2.15 
2.75 
0.85 
0.70 
0.45 
2.75 
0.30 
1.15 
2.15 
0.45 
2.65 
2.15 
2.35 
7.00 
7.00 
0.10 
0.40 
0.40 
0.25 
0.20 
0.20 

2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
5 
1 
2 
4 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
6 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1077 
1078 
1079 
1080 
1081 
1082 
1083 
1084 
1085 
1086 
1087 
1088 
1089 
1090 
1091 
1092 
1093 
1094 
1095 
1096 
1097 
1098 
1099 
1100 
1101 
1102 
1103 
1104 
1105 
1106 
1107 
1106 
1109 
1110 
1111 
1112 
1113 
1114 
1115 
1116 
1117 
1118 
1119 
1120 

0.45 
0.65 
0.60 
1.85 
0.45 
1.65 
0.30 
0.40 
2.10 
0.50 
0.20 
0.90 
0.30 
0.25 
0.90 
7.00 
3.50 
0.65 

26.00 
20.00 
0.80 
4.50 
0.3D 
0.35 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.15 
0.15 
0.25 
0.20 
0.20 
0.50 
0.20 
0.20 
0.20 
0.40 
0.45 
0.20 
0.20 
0.45 
0.35 
0.60 

2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 
6 
6 
3 
6 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
4 

1121 
1122 
1123 
1124 
1125 
1126 
1127 
1128 
1129 
1130 
1131 
1132 
1133 
1134 
1135 
1136 
1137 
1138 
1139 
1140 
1141 
1142 
1143 
1144 
1145 
1146 
1147 
1148 
1149 
1150 
1151 
1152 
1153 
1154 
1155 
1156 
1157 
1158 
1159 
1160 
1161 
1162 
1163 
1164 

0.10 
0.20 
0.70 
0.20 
0.20 
0.20 
0.10 
0.10 
0.20 
0.70 
0.70 
0.70 
0.30 
0.30 
0.30 
0.30 
0.20 
0.20 
0.15 
0.10 
0.10 
0.10 
0.10 
0.20 
0.20 
0.20 
0.20 
0.30 
0.25 
0.25 
0.30 
0.45 
0.10 
0.10 
0.30 
0.30 
0.30 
0.40 
0.25 
1.20 
1.00 
0.25 
0.60 
D.20 

1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 

1165 
1166 
1167 
1168 
1169 
1170 
1171 
1172 
1173 
1174 
1175 
1176 
1177 
1178 
1179 
1180 
1181 
1182 
1183 
1184 
1185 
1186 
1187 
1188 
1189 
1190 
1191 
1192 
1193 
1194 
1195 
1196 
1197 
1198 
1199 
1200 

0.20 
0.20 
0.20 
0.30 
1.00 
0.10 
1.00 
0.20 
0.20 
0.10 
0.10 
1.10 
1.10 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
0.65 

16.00 
4.50 
3.60 

ID.50 
1.60 

12.00 
6.50 
6.00 

145.00 
W 
130.00 
4.50 
8.00 
8.00 
2.00 

24.00 
8.50 
32.00 
13.00 

1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
8 
5 
5 
6 
3 
6 
5 
6 
6 

10 
4 
5 
5 
3 
9 
4 
4 
8 

FORGERIES OP COSTA RICA 0 1 4 5 - 4 7 

- Henri Traohtenberg -

On April 27, 1947, Costa Rica overprinted with new values the three-stamp eoooer s e r ­
i e s of February, 1946. In add i t ion to the normal v e r s i o n s , "Scott" l i s t s v a r i e t i e s with 
inverted surcharges and, i n the oase of the low value (0145) , a double surcharge with one 
l i n e Inverted . 

HabiliUeio para 

€0.15 
DetCI-eCBtO N ? 1 6 cU 

2 8 d . BBbril d e 1 9 4 7 

m i n i i H i i i i i m i i 

C145 with inverted overprint is 
very scarce and forgeries have appeared 
on the market frequently during the past 
few years. For some time they were of­
fered regularly in auction as no one 
even suspected that these recent is­
sues would tempt the forgererl 

F 

Habilitado para 

€ 0.15 
DiBci-eto N t 1 6 d« 

2 » d« »brll <1» 1 M 7 

The forged overprint can be reoog-
nized easily even without a certified 

copy of the original as a basis for comparison. On the genuine stamp the top line mea­
sures 26imm and the .bottom line 30mm, while on the forgery both lines measure 28imm. It 
is that easy! 

So, if you have the Inverted overprint 
oheok your property for legitimacy. 

in your collection, take our your album and 

(Editor's note: Our author, Henri Trachtenberg (SPI 127) would be pleased to hear 
from members who have definitely identified forgeries of sports stamps or suspected for­
geries in their collections. Address him at 115 rue Hoche, Ivry (Seine), France.) 

CLASSFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

2235 Azure St., Eugene, Ore. 97401: Need singles for specialized col-
Have available a sizeable number of broken sets and will sell stamps individual-

for each stamp 

Harry Johnson 
lection? 
ly—perfs and Imperfs, mint and unhinged. Send want list and make offer 
desired. Many 1964 Olympic issues and older Hungary imperfs 

(The classified advertising rate is 20 per word; name and address are free, 
copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio.) 

Send 



SERVICES 7 

Exhibiting opportunity In up-state New York. Cleon A. Morey, General Chairman of 
UNIPEX '65 , has extended a cordial Inv i ta t ion to SPI member to exh ib i t sports material on 
October 15. 16, and 17, 1965. The exh ib i t ion i s sponsored by the Niagara Frontier Federa­
t i on of Stamp Clubs and the Federation of Central New York P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t i e s . I t w i l l 
be held a t the Utica Memorial Auditorium in Utioa, N. Y. Deta i l s may be obtained from Mr. 
Morey, RD #1 , Verona, N. Y. 

# # # » # 

APS black b lot Information. I t i s e n t i r e l y poss ible that one or two errors of timing 
have orept into t h i s category of material In the April i s sue of "JSP". I am not abso lu te ­
l y cer ta in even now that what fol lows i s completely accurate, but here i s a report on the 
l a t e s t Judgements by the APS against sports stamps. 

In I t s January i ssue APS f ired a big salvo at those countries which do not p a r t i ­
cipate i n the Olympic Games, but turn t h e i r print ing presses loose to honor the Games (and 
to turn a t idy prof i t at the expense of unwary c o l l e c t o r s ) . The Olympic Issue of Bhutan 
was slapped for no d irec t re la t ionsh ip to the i s su ing country; t h i s included both the per­
forate stamps and sounvenir shee t s . The souvenir sheets a l so received an extra black mark 
as Intent iona l ly included o d d i t i e s . Burundi's Olympic o f fer ings of ten perforate stamps 
and two souvenir sheets (one perforate and one Imperforate) were assessed for excess ive 
length , no d irec t re la t ionsh ip to the i s su ing countr ies , and i n t e n t i o n a l l y included od­
d i t i e s . Also Judged harshly were the e ighteen Olympic stamps (nine perforate and nine im­
perforate) of Fujeira as excess ive ly long , including unwarranted high va lues , and without 
re la t ionsh ip to the i s su ing country (a l so l imi ted print ing and in tent iona l inc lus ion of 
o d d i t i e s , i n addi t ion , for the imperforate v a l u e s ) . Only 3,000 s e t s of the Imperforate 
i s sue were reported. Overprinting of f ive values of Qatar's d e f i n i t i v e s e r i e s ( including 
the two highest va lues) i n commemoration of the Olympic Games was c i t e d as inc lus ion of 
unwarranted high values and no d irec t re la t ionsh ip to the i s su ing country. F inal ly , the 
seven-stamp s e t from Umm a l Qiwain for the Olympics i s b lack-blot ted s ince the sheikdom 
did not part ic ipate i n the Games. In addi t ion , the 4,000 imperforate s e t s of the stamps, 
the 12,000 perforate souvenir s h e e t s , and the 8,000 Imperforate sheets were rationed "to 
foreigners" and thus are g u i l t y under a l l f ive of the APS po in t s . 

In the February Issue the APS progrsun h i t the Truclal State of AJman for I t s Kennedy 
and Olympic Games commemoratives (previously reported as occurring In the December i s s u e ) . 
The Kennedy s e t c o n s i s t s of e ight stamps and a souvenir sheet ; three of these stamps de­
p ic t sports . The s e t i s faulted for r e s t r i c t e d s a l e , excess ive l ength , unwarranted high 
va lues , and in tent iona l inc lus ion of o d d i t i e s . The Olympic s e t h i t the Jack-pot, running 
counter to a l l f i ve c r i t e r i a — r e s t r i c t e d s a l e , excess ive l ength , unwarranted high va lues , 
no d irect re la t ionsh ip to the i s su ing country, and in tent iona l inc lus ion of o d d i t i e s . 

The March i ssue of "The American P h i l a t e l i s t " contained yet two other accusat ions . 
Fujeira has issued a Kennedy memorial s e t ; one stamp depicts the l a t e president i n a swim­
ming s u i t , apparently i n a swimming pool . The ent ire s e t i s assessed as a l imi ted p r i n t ­
ing , excess ive ly long, containing unwarranted high va lues , and including in tent iona l oddi­
t i e s . Hungary's Olympic medals s e t of twenty-four stamps (twelve perforate and twelve Im­
perforate i s charged with excess ive length and the Imperforate s e t as a l imi ted print ing , 
excess ive length , and in tent iona l inc lus ion of o d d i t i e s . 

Again our thanks go to John La Porta (SPI 79) and H. M. Orl tchf le ld (SPI 295) for 
supplying t h i s information. In the future we hope to stay abreast of t h i s Information as 
i t appears monthly i n the APS p e r i o d i c a l . 

SPORTS • OLYMPICS • FOREIGN • EUROPA • UN • UPU • NEW REPUBLICS • IGY 
SCOUTS • STAMP ANNIVERSARIES • REFUGEES 

EXCLUSDVE 
D/STR/BUTORS IN U.S.A. OF WORLD FAMOUS LANDMANS SPORT CATALOG 

the DIPLOMAT 
STAMP SHOP 

110 West 43rd Street New York 36, N.Y. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Accuracy In the use of sports philately terminology. A reoent letter from Pablo M. 
Esperldlon (SPI 157), Seoretary of the Sports Philatelists of the Philippines, points out 
two very common errors in the use of certain terms in sports philately. Pablo used the 
reoent overprints (to honor the 18th Olympic Games) on six of the thlrteen-stamp pre-Olym-
pio Bet of Nicaragua (Soott 0523-35) to make his point although he approaches his subject 
through the technicalities of Spanish grammar. 

The overprint reads "Olimpladas Tokyo 1964"; "Olimpiadas" is plural even though only 
one Olympiad existed, culminating in the Olympic Games in Tokyo. Pablo maintains that the 
overprint should have been "Olimpiada Tokyo 1964". The significant fact is that an "Olym­
piad" is a four-year period of time reaching its climax in the "Olympic Games" at the end 
of the Olympiad. 

His second point is more complex but points up the undisputed fact that "Olympic" is 
an adjective correctly used to modify the noun "Games", but that to use the word "Olym­
pic^)" as a synonym for "Olympic Games" is technically a gross error. Many writers fall 
into this error, so an occasional errant postal administration is not without company. 

Do you habitually use these two terms correctly? 

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT 

- Fred Farr -

(Continued from the April issue of "JSP") 

Nicaragua RA61. This i s a miniature-sized stamp, issued in 1952 to pay the 5$ postal 
tax levied on each l e t t e r . The design depicts the Managua Stadium, which i s a repeat of 
the design used on the postal tax stamp of 1949. Although no data has been released as to 
quant i t ies printed, i t may be presumed that i t i s the same as for the 1949 issue—100,000 
copies. If th i s presumption i s correct , we can readily see how most of these stamps were 
used on oorrespondence, with few copies being saved for co l l ec to r s . Almost a l l catalogues 
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p r i c e t h i s stamp a t about t en c e n t s , a l though the our ren t market p r i c e i s 1 5 ^ . I n t e r e s t ­
ing ly enough, "Yvert" p r i c e s t h i s stamp a t 35^- Why not t r y to g e t i t both mint and on a 
commercially-used cover? 

Colombia 543-44. This s e t w i l l never win any p r i z e s for e i t h e r the des ign or use of 
c r e a t i v e imagina t ion on the p a r t of the Colombian p o s t a l a u t h o r i t i e s . When the 5 th Cen­
t r a l American and Caribbean Games were held i n 1946, the Colombian p o s t a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
deolded to honor the event but e v i d e n t l y did so i n such has te t h a t a proper s e t of stamps 
could not be prepared i n t ime . So the Colombian a u t h o r i t i e s f e l l back upon the ghas t l y 
p r a c t i c e of o v e r p r i n t i n g the 50^ stamp of the type Issued i n 1945 (but i n a d i f f e r e n t c o l ­
or from the r e l e a s e d s tamp) . In t h e i r greed to r e a l l y cash i n on t h i s even t , the p o s t a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o v e r p r i n t e d t h i s stamp i n two d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s , thereby c r e a t i n g two v a r i e ­
t i e s where Jus t one v a r i e t y would have su f f i c ed . These stamps have never been common, 
however, and few s p o r t s c o l l e c t o r s ever no t i ced t h a t these s tamps—depic t ing the Clock 
Tower i n Cartagena, wi th an abbrev ia ted o v e r p r i n t added—are supposed to be s p o r t s s tamps. 
The q u a n t i t y i s s u e d i s not known, but the r e l a t i v e l y high face value of the s e t must have 
e f f e c t i v e l y discouraged s p e c u l a t o r s from load ing up on t h i s i s s u e . Today t h i s s e t s e l l s 
fo r $5.00 to $6.50, which i s more than f u l l ca ta logue v a l u a t i o n . Do you need any o t h e r 
h i n t s as to the d e s i r a b i l i t y of t h i s i s s u e ? 

Honduras 0256 and C075. For the u n i n i t i a t e d , almost a l l mal l c a r r i e d in the moun­
t a inous country of Honduras I s c a r r i e d by a i r , because roads are few and f a r between. 
This f a c t exp la ins why Honduras has i s sued only a i r m a i l stamps s ince 1944. Because of 
t h i s p o l i c y , a i r m a i l s e t s occur wi th g r e a t frequency, hence var ious va lues of each a i r m a i l 
s e t can go off sa le wi thout being no t iced by p h i l a t e l i s t s . In 1956 Honduras i s sued a long 
a i r m a i l s e t honoring the Five Year P lan , of which the 10^ value depic ted the Nat ional S t a ­
dium as viewed from a d i s t a n c e . This stamp, C256, was i s sued i n the l a r g e q u a n t i t y of 
2,000,000 c o p i e s , y e t most of them were used up i n normal correspondence and few mint cop­
i e s a re a v a i l a b l e . J u s t how scarce i s t h i s stamp? Most ca ta logues l i s t i t (face value of 
5fi In U. S. cur rency) a t 15^ , but the few d e a l e r s who can supply ask p r i c e s f l u c t u a t i n g 
from 50JZJ a l l the way up to $1.40 (asked by a l e ad ing d e a l e r i n s p o r t s s tamps) . This same 
stamp was a l so ove rp r in t ed f o r o f f i c i a l usage (0075) and some 500,000 copies of t h i s stamp 
were so I s s u e d , y e t t h i s stamp a l so s e l l s f o r the i d e n t i c a l p r i c e s asked fo r 0256. When 
stamps s e l l f o r t en t imes ca ta logue v a l u a t i o n , i t ' s time you made sure these stamps a re 
i n your c o l l e c t i o n nowI This informat ion alone should be worth the p r i ce of your member­
sh ip i n SPI. 

Guatemala 0158-62 and 0171-76. These two s e t s have been t ipped in t h i s column b e ­
f o r e , when they were a v a i l a b l e a t much oheaper p r i c e s . Cl58-62 was i ssued i n 1948 to hon­
o r the 4 th Cent ra l American and Caribbean Games and d e p i c t s the ever -popu la r game of s o c ­
c e r . V i r t u a l l y a l l c a t a logues agree t h a t t h i s s e t i s s ca r ce , g iv ing i t a v a l u a t i o n of 
$15.00 to $20.00. Some 25,000 complete s e t s were I s sued , making the $10.00 r e t a i l p r i ce 
qu i t e r e a s o n a b l e . Guatemala i s sued no stamps honoring the 5th Cent ra l American and C a r i b ­
bean Games, but i n 1950 she Issued a s e t honoring the 6 th Games; t h i s s e t i s 0171-76. 
Consider ing t h a t only 15,000 compete s e t s were I s sued , which i s 10,000 s e t s fewer than 
the q u a n t i t y of 0158-62 i s s u e d , t h i s s e t should be the bes t s p o r t s s e t from Guatemala. 
For some unknown reason , C171-76 i s a v a i l a b l e fo r the same p r i ce as 0158-62, a l though I t 
should be obvious t h a t t h i s s e t w i l l d i sappear from the market long before the supply of 
0158-62 i s exhaus ted . Buy both s e t s i f you need them; bu t , i f you can a f ford only one 
s e t , by a l l means make sure t h a t you have 0171-76 f i r s t . I n c i d e n t a l l y , these two s e t s 
have been cl imbing s t e a d i l y fo r the pa s t f ive o r s ix y e a r s , so the re i s no time to be 
l o s t . 

Panama R40. This stamp was t ipped i n t h i s column some time ago . In 1961 Panama ran 
out of stamps f o r the p o s t a l t a x , so she ove rp r in t ed the 10d value of the I960 s e t honor­
ing the 17th Olympiad. This stamp disappeared from the market almost immediately a f t e r 
i s s u e , a l though copies cont inued to a r r i v e on l e t t e r s from Panama. With a face value of 
only Id i n U. S. cur rency , t h i s stamp sold fo r 15^ as a new i s sue and soon climbed to I t s 
c u r r e n t p r i c e of 35^ . Of cou r se , wholes.alers are unable to supply t h i s stamp and i t i s 
very e l u s i v e in mint cond i t i on a l though i t i s more f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e p o s t a l l y used . Buy 
now i f you need t h i s stamp. Almost every s ing l e p o s t a l tax stamp from Panama has s t a r t e d 
to sky- rocke t i n the pa s t year and t h i s stamp i s no excep t ion . I f you t a r r y , you w i l l on­
l y have you r se l f to blame I 

Nicaragua RA60 and RA60a. In 1949 Nicaragua i s sued two long s e t s to honor the Tenth 
Amateur Basebal l World Se r i e s and a p o s t a l tax stamp with a s p o r t s theme was a l so I s sued . 
This p o s t a l tax stamp was RA60, d e p i c t i n g the Managua Stadium, which was i ssued In shee t s 
of twenty- f ive 3tamps (5 x 5 ) , and some 100,000 oopies of RA60 were r e l e a s e d . However, 
the two s e t s and the p o s t a l tax stamp were a l so r e l ea sed i n min ia tu re shee t s of four , wi th 
a t o t a l of 10,000 such min ia tu re shee t s of each v a l u e . Hence, some 10,000 minia ture 
shee t s of RA60a e x i s t , of which 5,000 are on white paper and an equal quan t i t y are on y e l ­
lowish paper . The po in t i s t h a t both the stamp (RA60) and the souvenir sheet (RA60a) are 
q u i t e e l u s i v e and have been r i s i n g i n p r i c e . RA60 now c o s t s 20^, up from 10^ a year o r so 
ago. RA60a has a l s o been r i s i n g and now c o s t s $1.25 to $2.00, depending upon the source,. 
In Europe p r i c e s are much h ighe r ; RA60 b r ings 60d and RA60a c o s t s $3.00 on white paper and 
$4.00 on ye l lowish paper . 


