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THE TOLDENBERG AND GROSS-BORN COMMEMORATIVES FOR THE XII I OLYMPIAD 

- Fabian Bura -

The Woldenberg and Gross-Born Camp P o s t s 

I n the autumn of l a s t y e a t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s have passed s i n c e , a f t e r b loody f i g h t - -
i n g , t e n s of t housands of P o l i s h s o l d i e r s were t a k e n a s German p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r and he ld 
ove r f i v e y e a r s i n the s o - c a l l e d " K r i e g s g e f a n g e n l a g e r s " ( "Of f l ag" = " O f f l z l e r l a g e r s " ) . 

Some of t h e s e p r i s o n e r - o f - w a r camps, w i t h t he number of c a p t i v e s l a r g e r t h a n the pop ­
u l a t i o n of smal l county towns , l e f t f o r p o s t e r i t y e x c e l l e n t r e c o r d s of o r g a n i z e d c i v i c -
c u l t u r a l l i f e where t h o u s a n d s of people were c u t o f f from t h e f r ee world by barbed w i r e . 
Among t h e s e i n t e r e s t i n g documen ta t ions a r e the pos t age stamps of the Camp P o s t s . The d e ­
velopment of s o c i a l l i f e w i t h i n t he c o n f i n e s n e c e s s i t a t e d t he c r e a t i o n of a communicat ions 
system among the many b a r r a c k s i n h a b i t a t e d by thousands of o f f i c e r s . 

C h o i r s , o r c h e s t r a s , and t h e a t r i c a l groups were o r g a n i z e d ( t foldenberg, f o r i n s t a n c e , 
s t aged the ope ra "Aida" w i t h a male chorus of 350 s i n g e r s ) , a s we l l a s s tudy groups f o r 
l a n g u a g e s , t r a d e s , and p r o f e s s i o n s . By v i r t u e of the Geneva Convent ion s t a t u t e s , p r i s o n ­
e r s of war have t he r i g h t to c r e a t e autonomous governments w i t h i n t h e i r camps. On t h a t 
b a s i s the P r i s o n e r s 1 P o s t s were approved and e s t a b l i s h e d by the camp commandants, a c t i n g 
i n b e h a l f of the "Obercommando (Ch ie f s of S t a f f ) of the Wehrmacbt". The w r i t t e n p e r m i t s , 
i s s u e d by the German m i l i t a r y commands, s e t f o r t h the scope of a u t h o r i z e d a c t i v i t i e s of 
t h e Camp P o s t s , namely: 

1 . Approval to organize pos ta l se rv ices within the camps 
2 . Permission for the c o l l e c t i o n of fees for pos ta l service 
3« Authority for the p r in t i ng of postage stamps for pre-payment of postage 

The p r in t i ng process for the stamps was a very pr imit ive one, since each copy was 
produced Ind iv idua l ly from small wood cuts made by a r t i s t - e n g r a v e r s who were among the 
p r i s o n e r s . I n i t i a l l y the stamps were pr inted on scraps of paper salvaged from newspaper 
margins. This explains why some i s sues are pr inted on several kinds of paper. Later the 
paper was supplied from abroad by Red Cross shipments; t h i s made the s e l ec t ion of paper 
for p r i n t i ng of the stamps somewhat e a s i e r . The color for each stamp was selected by a 
pos t a l commission and approved l a t e r by the d i r e c t o r of the Camp Pos t . Besides the pos t ­
age stamps, the Camp Posts a lso issued pos ta l ca rds . All postage stamps of the Woldenberg 
Camp are imperforate; in Gross-Born, however, some stamps were perforated with a sharpened 
gear-wheel from a watch. Cancellers were made from rubber, salvaged from old army boots 
or damaged gas masks and therefore not very durable . 

Despite these ext raordinary technica l d i f f i c u l t i e s , the camp stamps also have, beyond 
being h i s t o r i c a l documentaries, t h e i r a r t i s t i c va lues . They r e f l e c t the c u l t u r a l l i f e 
among the pr i sonerss -of -war . 

The Woldenberg Camp Post opened on May 7 , 194-2, and was in existence for the durat ion 
of the camp; t ha t I s , u n t i l January 25, 19^5. Each barracks inhabi ted by the p r i sone r s -
of-war had a pos ta l agency. Mail boxes were emptied twice da i l y ; the postage r a t e s for 
de l ivery of l e t t e r s and cards were s tandard, as announced in pos ta l b u l l e t i n s . 

The Post in Groas-Born began I t s function on March 12, 1943, and ended with the camp 
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l i q u i d a t i o n on J a n u a r y 2 8 , 194-5. I t s sphere of o p e r a t i o n was s i m i l a r t o t h a t of t he Wol-
denberg Camp. A l l camp pos t age stamps were o f f i c i a l l y announced f o r use by d i s p l a y e d p o s ­
t a l b u l l e t i n s . The camp c u r r e n c y ( " L a g e r g e l d " ) was the "Mark", c o n s i s t i n g of one hundred 
p f e n n i g s . P roceeds from the s a l e s of p o s t a l I s s u e s were d e s i g n a t e d f o r the widows and o r ­
phans fund i n P o l a n d . 

Going back to t he y e a r 1944 , t he XI I I Olympic Games were due t h e n , bu t the c o n t i n u a ­
t i o n of World War I I made I t i m p o s s i b l e to o r g a n i z e t h e s e m a g n i f i c e n t p e a c e - t i m e s p o r t s 
c o m p e t i t i o n s on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . However, one group of p e o p l e , d e s p i t e t h e r a v a g e s 
of war , dec ided to honor the X I I I Olympiad w i t h s p o r t s e v e n t s ; t h a t g roup , i r o n i c a l l y , was 
the P o l i s h p r l s o n e r s - o f - w * r . D e s p i t e war m a c h i n a t i o n s and m i l i t a r y r e g i m e s , t h e s e q u i e t 
h e r o e s , t i r e d of f i g h t i n g , l i f t e d t he symbol of the Olympic Games—the t o r c h w i t h t he ho ly 
f i r e . With t h i s symbol of peace behind the barbed w i r e , t he P r i s o n e r s - o f - W a r Olympic 
Games were o r g a n i z e d i n 1944 . Toward an e f f e c t i v e r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s o b j e c t i v e , Camp 
Olympic Committees were formed i n Woldenberg and Gross-Born some weeks before the Games. 

Olympic Games a t Woldenberg 

S e l e c t e d frcm among the p r l s o n e r s - o f - w a r , an Olympic Committee f o r t he Camp Olympic 
Games a t Woldenberg s e t t he d a t e s from June 30 th u n t i l J u l y 1 3 t h , 1944 . Wi th in t he camp, 
s p o r t s c l u b s , r e p r e s e n t i n g s p e c i f i c r e g i o n s of Po land , s e l e c t e d t h e i r e n t r i e s f o r t he f o l ­
lowing e v e n t s : 100-mete r da sh , 1500-meter r u n , 4 x 100-me te r s r e l a y , broad Jump, h igh 
Jump, s h o t p u t , s o c c e r , b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , h a n d b a l l , box ing , and t e n - k i l o m e t e r wa lk . 

The program fo r the Games was p r i n t e d on a s p e c i a l 
l e a f l e t , ornamented w i t h t h r e e Olympic v i g n e t t e s f e a ­
t u r i n g the m o t i f s of a n c i e n t Games. The Camp Olympic 
Committee worked f o r the common good and the smal l o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n a l expenses were covered from the s a l e of the 
Olympic v i g n e t t e s , t he face v a l u e s of which (one mark, 
one mark, and t h r e e marks) were r a t h e r h i g h i n r e l a t i o n 
to camp c o n d i t i o n s . 

The opening ce remonies of the Olympic Games were 
of a ve ry solemn c h a r a c t e r . Af t e r the Olympic f l a g was 
r a i s e d , t he p a r t i c i p a n t s and g u e s t s l i s t e n e d to p o e t r y 

r e c i t a l s g l o r i f y i n g the u n f o r g e t t a b l e s u c c e s s e s of p a s t Olympiads . Thanks to the f o r e ­
though t of one member of t he Olympic Committee, the Olympic f l a g from the P r i s o n e r s Camp 
i n Woldenberg was saved from the war c o n f l a g r a t i o n and i s i n the Spor t Museum i n Warsaw a t 
the p r e s e n t t i m e . 

rSsss 

The Olympic Year Sports 
Games at Woldenberg in 1944 al­
so had their own propaganda 
canceller; within an ornamental 
wreath surrounding the Olympic 
torch were the dates of the 
Olympic Games. Special grand 
stands were set up for the camp 
inhabitants and admissions were 
regulated by Invitation cards, 
embellished with the Olympic 
cancellation "ROK OLIMPIJSKI W 
OBOZOE II-C WOLDENBERG, WSTEP 
NA IMPRESY" and also with the 
propaganda cancellations. 

WP; cLiMPusia' 

W S T ^ P n a IMPREZT 

VVOBOZIE H C ^ 
WOLDEMBERG 

On a motion by the Camp Olympic Committee, the Camp Post Office i l - C issued on the 
occasion of the Games a t Woldenberg an Olympic commemorative postage stamp, Imperforate, 
i n red color and of ten-pfennig value, designed by Czarnecki and fea tur ing a runner break­
ing the f i n i s h t ape . The stamp was pr in ted on small scraps of paper, prepared In advance 
and only large enough to produce a s ingle stamp; the re fo re , no pa i r s e x i s t . The t o t a l 
p r in t i ng of t h i s stamp was 17,850 cop ies . (Note the i l l u s t r a t i o n s on the next page.) 

SLOGANS * CANCELS * METERS 
belong in your SPORT. SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES col lect ions 

L A R G E SELECTION • M O N T H L Y MAIL A U C T I O N S A L E S 

A l s o U. N . , REFUGEE. MAPS, INSECTS. ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS, 
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and o thers . 

M O E L U F F 125 G R E E N E R O A D S P R I N G V A L L E Y . N. Y. 
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For the participants in the sports events 
the Olympic Committee furnished a souvenir 
sheet with the embossed Olympic symbols and 
the emblems of the sports clubs participating 
in the Olympic Games. Commemorative postal 
cards were also issued, showing an Olympic 
athlete rising from the ground and lifting up­
ward the Olympic torch. The figure of a war-tired, but not vanquished, nameless hero-
sportsman was the symbol of brotherhood ideals which were to triumph again in the Olympic 

stadia. The cancellation illustrated the horrors of 
war covered by the Olympic flag and proclaimed the com­
ing victory and friendship among nations through sport. 
The cards were printed in five Olympic colors but, when 
the red printing ink ran out, an amaranth oolor was 
substituted; thus these cards come In six colors. The 
rarest is the black, and then the red, while the most 
common is the green. Apart from the above, some cards 
were made with the Olympic vignette imprinted with a 
value of one mark. These, due to the high price (ten 
times the value of the stamp) had only a few buyers 
then; and such cards with the imprinted stamp and Olym­
pic cancellation, If documented, are now much sought. 

At the conclusion of the Games the winners of the 
contests were handed large souvenir sheets, ornamented 
with vignettes of one mark, one mark, and three marks 
face value and containing the wording: "ROK OLIMPIJSKI 
1944" ("Olympic Year 1944"). This emission from the 
conclusion of the Camp Olympic Games and Festival is an 
extremely rare one because, due to the large format, it 
was difficult to carry it and many were destroyed in 
the camp liquidation in 1945. 

For orientation purposes I am quoting here the 
current prices for the Olympic souvenirs from the Camp 
Post at Woldenberg. Note that no effort Is made to 
price ornamental postal cards printed in black and 
marked with the Olympic cancellation. 

SPORTS • OLYMPICS • FOREIGN • EUROPA • UN • UPU • NEW REPUBLICS • IGY 
SCOUTS • STAMP ANNIVERSARIES • REFUGEES 

EXCLUSIVE 
DISTRIBUTORS IN U.SA. OF WORLD FAMOUS LANDMANS SPORT CATALOG 

the DIPLOMAT 
STAMP SHOP 

110 West 43rd Street New York 36, N.Y. 
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1. Postage stamp, red, mint or cancelled $6.00 
la. Same , dark red, same 6.50 
2. Same , on piece with Olympic cancellation 10.00 
3. Same , on letter or postal card with Olympic cancel 13.00 
4. Same , on postal card with the Olympic cancellation 20.00 
5- Ornamental postal cards with the Olympic stamp and Olympic 

cancellation 
a. Green 20.00 
b. Yellow 25.00 
c. Blue 27.00 
d. Red 35.00 
e. Amaranth 30.00 
f. Black m ? ? 

Olympic Games at Gross-Born 

News about the activities of the Olympic Committee in 
Woldenberg reached Camp Gross-Born, several tens of kilomet­
ers distant. Here an Olympic Committee organized on the 
pattern also arranged for Olympic Games at Gross-Born from 
July 30 to August 15, 1944. For the Olympic winners here 
medals were prepared, embossed on paper and featuring a head 
of an ancient Olympic champion crowned with laurel leaves 
and encircled with the inscription: "OLIMPIADA OBOZU II-D 
1944", and ornamented with the Olympic rings. The symbolic 
meaning of this paper medal is very significant to the Olym­
pic ideal. It stands as proof that not even the barbed wire 
of a war-prison camp could suppress the splendid ideas of 
the Olympics, revived over half a century ago in 1896 by 
Pierre de Coubertin. 

The Gross-Born Post Office participated more intensely 
in the promotion of the Olympic Games of the 1944 Olympic 
Xear. On the opening day three Olympic stamps were issued, tying ancient and modern Olym­
piads into their theme. The stamps were printed in sheets of ten from a design by Wlodzi-
mierz Zieleniewski. The first two values, ten and twenty pfennigs, feature the Olympic 
rings surrounded by stylized laurel leaves. On the third stamp (fifty pfennigs) we see 
the Olympic rings over a speeding ancient sport chariot. The stamps were printed on 
white, medium paper end the fifty-pfennig value also on thick paper. The lack of suffi­
cient ink of uniform quality causes each value to exist in two distinct color varieties: 

POCZTA 

Pf 
O'rWUII C 

POC Z T A I 

IK)XQ((I 
Wzolf l 
[•laiMiiiin 

1 . 
l a . 
2 . 
2a . 
3 . 
3a . 

he 

10 p f e n n i g 
10 p f e n n i g 
20 p f e n n i g 
20 p fenn ig 
50 p fenn ig 
50 p fenn ig 

t e n - p f e n n i g 

Red-brown 
Brown-rose 
Brown 
Brown-ol ive 
Dark g reen 
L i g h t g r e e n 

v a l u e , 5 ,245 of the The t o t a l p r i n t i ng of t h i s i ssue included 5,137 o 
twenty-pfennig stamps, and 4.702 of the f i f ty-pfennig va lue . 

On July 30, 1944, a pos ta l card with the ten-pfennig value of the Olympic stamps was 
issued In two s i z e s : 60mm x 90mm and 70mm x lOOmm and on two paper v a r i e t i e s , one white 

POCZT6WKA 
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Through the durat ion of the 
Olympic Games In Gross-Born the 
Post Office used the propaganda 
cance l l a t ion giving the period 
of the Games. The loca l p h i l a ­
t e l i c soc ie ty ( there was one i n 
the camp) organized a p h i l a t e l i c 
exh ib i t ion in the l a s t days of 
the f e s t i v a l ; t h a t i s , from Aug­
us t 12-15, 1944. This i n t e r e s t ­
ing stamp show was commemorated 
by the Camp Post Office on Au­
gust 14, 1944, with a souvenir 
sheet with the f u l l s e t of Olym­
pic stamps in changed colors 
( ten p fenn ig—l i l ac , twenty 
pfennig—gray, and f i f t y pfennig 
—brown). The face value of the 
souvenir sheet was eighty pfen­
nigs and the s e l l i n g pr ice one 
mark. The difference of twenty 
pfennigs was a con t r ibu t ion to 

the camp fund. The t o t a l i ssue of the souvenir sheet was 1,155 p ieces . 

The very pr imi t ive equipment of the 
camp made impossible the prepara t ion of a 
date marker with changeable da te ; t h e r e ­
fore , for every day of the exh ib i t ion sepa­
ra t e cance l l e r s were made showing the con­
secut ive days of the exh ib i t ion ( e . g . , 1, 
2, 3, 4, e t c . ) . The s ize of the Olympic 
souvenir sheet i s about 93mm x 140mm with 
grea t dev i a t i ons . Some of the o r i g i n a l 
sheets are not even cut r ec tangu la r ly due 
to lack of proper equipment. 

Original l e t t e r s and cards with Olym­
pic stamps belong to the rare p h i l a t e l i c 
documentaries of t ha t per iod . To the r i g h t 
i s a l e t t e r from the Olympic Committee g iv­
ing thanks for p a r t i c i p a t i o n in organizing 
the Camp Olympiad. Note the stamp used to 
frank t h i s l e t t e r ; i t i s the only sample in 
our i l l u s t r a t i v e m a t e r i a l i n t h i s a r t i c l e 
showing the o the r , non-Olympic i s sues of 
the Gross-Born Camp Pos t . 

Or ienta t ion p r i ces for the Olympic Games stamps from Gross-Born include: 

•—™»0~0"O --"-*«» > a c z T A 
OUMPIADA Q&JtOV*A 
*=*=*1 9 4 4 * * * -

( 

/•S& HL^BSiisE 

J?«j w% •» A j ^ W 

Pan 

rnt.Dr, Suehp*cJ »>t 3er*n 

Bacn JT? - BUT.*»a 

oniEf .QHY 
p'^IAGID 

L, MI& 

1. 10 pfennig brown-red 
l a . 10 pfennig brown-rose 
2 . 20 pfennig brown 
2a. 20 pfennig brown-olive 
3 . 50 pfennig dark green 
3a. 50 pfennig l i g h t green 
4. 10 pfennig pos ta l card, gray paper 
4a. 10 pfennig pos ta l card, white paper 
5- 10 pfennig pos ta l card with add i t iona l Olympic franking and 

Olympic cance l l a t ion 
6 . Stamps on e n t i r e s w i t h Olympic c a n c e l l a t i o n s 705? 
7. 10 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 

20 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 
50 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 

Present P h i l a t e l i c Status 

48.00 
9.00 
9.00 

10.00 
13-00 
14.00 

6.00 
7.00 
m? 

over mint 
10.00 
20.00 
40.00 

There was a period a f t e r the war when some p h i l a t e l i s t s had doubts as to the fu l l 
pos ta l v a l i d i t y of the camp stamps and a t t r i b u t e d a semi-postal s t a t u s to them. The ma­
j o r i t y , however, have changed t h e i r opinion in favor of them. 

When considering the purpose of the P.O.W. Camp Post stamps and comparing i t with 
the motives of the Olympic emissions of some count r ies where such stamps are pr inted only 
for commercial purposes and probably are never sold by the pos ta l c l e r k s , the Gross-Born 
and Woldenberg stamps are unquestionably of far g rea te r documentary and p h i l a t e l i c va lue . 

The Olympic stamps of Woldenberg and Gross-Born are proof t h a t the Olympic idea was 
not deafened by the roar of eannon and explosions of bombs. They are the h i s t o r i c a l docu-
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mentation of tragic isolation of tens of thousands of officers from the free world and a 
testimonial of the spiritual fortitude of the Olympic idea. 

And if only for that reason the Woldenberg and Gross-Born stamps are, as records of 
human tragedy and as proof of the immortality of the Olympic idea, unquestionably well de­
serving of an honorable place in every philatelic documentation of Olympiads. 

(Editor's note: Our special thanks go to Author Fabian Bura (SPI 216) of Poland and 
his translator, Walter Szymlek (SPI 31) of Chicago, for their generosity in permitting 
"Linn's Weekly Stamp News" and the "Journal of Sports Philately" to share this splendid 
article. For our periodical it must represent a peak in philatelic significance, as well 
as real interest to sports collectors.) 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

If all goes well with the reproduction and distribution of this issue of "JSP", we 
will have regained some of the lost time and will be a little closer to returning to our 
planned schedule. Cross your collective fingers for the future. 

In our December issue I asked that someone bring me up to date on the APS applica­
tion of black blots to sport stamps in the August through December issues of "The American 
Philatelist". To date no one has come through with the desired information. Surely we 
must have some SPI members who also belong to the APS and could fill in the gaps for us. 

SERVICES 

Most beaut i fu l European stamp designs of 1964. In the annual contes t for the most 
beaut i fu l stamps issued by European pos ta l adminis t ra t ions in 1964 as Judged in Par i s a t 
the recent Europa exh ib i t i on , second pr ize was awarded to the block of four stamps from 
Monaco present ing scenes from ancient soccer matches. F i r s t pr ize went to the 6fr + 2fr 
value of the Belgian Anti-Tuberculosis s e t . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note tha t seven of the 
f i r s t ten places ( in f a c t , the f i r s t seven) went to stamps which were r ep resen ta t iona l r e ­
productions on a reduced scale of previous artwork, r a the r than new artwork for the cu r ­
rent product ion. In shor t , the old works of a r t s t i l l p r e v a i l . 

Another b a l l o t on beaut i fu l stamps. Another s l a t e of "most beau t i fu l " was selected 
by L. E. Scott of Great Br i t a in for the "Stamp Col lec tors Annual". Here one spor t s stamp, 
the 12ag value of I s r a e l ' s Olympic s e t , managed to make the s e l ec t l i s t . The winner i n 
t h i s case was the French commemorative in honor of the Conference of European Postal and 
Telecommunication (CEPT). 

The other end of the s c a l e . Yet another Judge, Leopold Dickste in , produced h is per -
sonal l i s t , but t h i s was the l i s t of the ten u g l i e s t stamps of 1964. Here the spor ts 
f i e l d h i t the Jack-pot . Albania ' s en t i r e Olympic Games se t (Sept. 25) led the parade for 
complete lack of imagination i n design. Russ ia ' s 16k value of the Innsbruck Winter Olym­
pic se t (March 9) was Judged completely lacking in t a s t e since the boastful t abu la t ion of 
the number of gold, s i l v e r , and bronze medals won In competition i s an over t contempt of 
the s p i r i t of the Olympic Games. And l a s t l y , the 50m value of Egypt 's Olympic se t (Oct. 
10) i s c i t ed for i t s lack of relevance to the event being commemorated. 

» * « * * 

White Ace Pages for 1964 Olympic Issues. The Washington Press, Maplewood, New Jer­
sey, has announced a s e t o f album pages covering the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo and 
matching its set for the I960 Olympic Games commemoratives. All stamps are illustrated 
and described. Printing is in three colors. 

* * * * # 

The APS black-blot program pours it on the Olympic Issues. As might have been ex­
pected"! the December assessment of black-blots continues to strike heavily on the Olympic 
issues. The following made the elite list: Bhutan Olympic set and souvenir sheets (no di­
rect relationship to the issuing country), Burundi Olympic set and sheets (excessive 
length and no direct relationship to the issuing country), Dubai Olympic sets and souvenir 
sheet (excessive length and no direct relationship to the issuing country), Guinea air 
mail values overprinted in red and orange for Olympic commemoration (excessive length, no 
direct relationship to the issuing country, and intentionally Included oddities), and 
Panama Olympic set (limited printing, no direct relationship to issuing country, and in­
tentionally Included oddities). 



CHECK-LIST OF SKIING ON STAMPS BY EVENTS 

- Helen Turner -

B i a t h l o n 
A u s t r i a 712 
Hungary 1543 
Romania 1602 
R u s s i a 2846 

Cross c o u n t r y 
A u s t r i a B106, B108 
B u l g a r i a 1094 , I m p e r f o r a t e , 1313 
Czechos lovak ia 469 , 956 
Finland 355, B72 
German Democratic Republic 94 
Hungary 1301, 0159 
Jugoslavia 566 
Poland 603, 758, 760, 1047, 1204 
Romania 1604, CI02 
Russia 563, 702, 787, 1618, 2565, 2844 
San Marino 365, 370 

Downhill—recreation and competition 
B o l i v i a 356 
Canada 368 
Cyprus 213 
Czechos lovak ia 4 0 1 , 403 , 889 
Czechos lovak ia ( S l o v a k i a ) B22 
Dominican Repub l i c 504 
F in l and B33 
France 1019 
German Democrat ic Repub l i c 51 
Hungary 1305 , 1 5 4 1 , 1547, B81 
Japan 511-12 
Jugoslavia 463 
Lebanon C49, C51, 053, C56, C98, 

C200-06, C233-35, C387 
Liechtenstein 291 
Monaco CB8 
Poland 335-38, 764-65, 1046, 1049, 1200 
Romania 770, B72, B281, B286 
Russia 2203, 2302, 2572, 2716 
San Marino 367, 524, C90 
Sweden 462-64 
Switzerland B173 
Togo 369 

Military 
Poland 971 
Russia 824 

Relay race 
Finland B31 

Ski equipment 
Bulgaria 1006 
France 1002 

Germany (Wurttemberg) 8NB5-6 
Italy 873 
Poland 726, 732, B54 
Romania B217-18 

Ski gliding 
A u s t r i a B107 

Ski Jumping 
A r g e n t i n a 700 , 0125 
A u s t r i a 7 1 3 , B109, B139 
B u l g a r i a 872 , 1314 
Czechos lovak ia 682 , 1222 
F in land 354, B32 
Prance 322 
Germany B80 
German Democrat ic Repub l ic 7 7 , 9 5 , 490 , 

680-82 , B i l l 
Guinea 334 
Hungary 1303, 1542, C162 
Japan 445 
Jugoslavia 261 
Liberia 413 
Norway 391, B51 
Poland 759, 970, 1048, 1202 
Romania 768, 1597, B340, C100 
Russia 1415, 2304, 2564 
San Marino C95 
Sweden 444, 448 
United States 716 

Skiing areas 
A u s t r i a 6 3 1 , B141 
Bulgaria 1006 
Germany (Wurt temberg) 8NB5 
Italy 705-06 
Jugoslavia 260 
Liberia C157-59 
Monaco 363-64 

Slalom 
A u s t r i a 7 1 1 , B138, B140 
B u l g a r i a 1042 
Burundi 72 
Czechoslovakia 1152 
France 1120 
Guinea 335 
Hungary 1540, C164 
Liechtenstein 289 
Monaco 459 
Poland 972, 1199 
Romania 1601, C96-7 
Russia 1253A, 1715 
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President 
Vice-Pres 
Sec-Treas 
Director 

Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California 
F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Leonard K. Eichorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas 

Sports philatelists international is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat­
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing 
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of international un­
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. Its activities 
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its members. All 
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately". 
The dues for regular membership are #3.00 per year. Membership applications may be ob­
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington. 

"Journal of Sports Philately" 

Managing Editor : Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 
Assoc. Editors : F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 

Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York 
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California 

Editorial Comm. : Irwin Bloomfleld, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York 6, New York 
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 

Advertising Mgrs.; Robert M. Bruce, l457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 

Publisher : William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York 
17, New York 

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they 
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi­
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publication are from 
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise. 
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy in good faith, re­
serving the right to reject objectionable material. 

MORE ABOUT THE SALES DEPARTMENT 

An open letter to the membership: 

The recent article in this Journal has been the cause of quite a few letters request­
ing information about the sales department and the circuit books in particular. Rather 
than attempt to answer all these letters individually, I will use this letter to get my 
message to all interested members. 

There are several types of sales in our sales department, but I shall talk only of 
the circuit books in this letter. These circuit books are available to all members in the 
U.S.A., Including our friends in Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada. Material may be submitted 
for sale by any member, regardless of his home. 

To buy material from the circuit, one must request it from the sales department. Our 
material is in approval-type books varying from several to twenty pages per book, with up 
to twenty-five stamps per page. The classification of the books is generally mint, mint 
and used, or used sports and Olympic stamps. Sometimes there are books with seals and la­
bels available. The special topical collector has a great chance here because sets are 
very often broken down into single stamps and he may purchase his topical without paying 
for the complete set. The price of the stamps Is generally on the low side and generally 
include mostly the lower cost stamps. There are exceptions, naturally. 

The cost to the buyer is small enough. The club pays the postage both ways and and 
insurance on the out-going trip. The buyer must pay the insurance on the return trip—us­
ually twenty cents—and must take a minimum purchase of fifty cents. This minimum is easy 
for the usual purchase is several dollars. At the end of this letter is a form which will 
help both of us to start the circuit books moving to you. 

On the other side, if one wants to sell some of his duplicates, broken sets, short 
sets, or covers; write to K-Llne Publishing Company, 1433 S. Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, 111., 
and request that you be sent the SPI pages. These pages are of fine quality and are a 
good item for any collector. The cost is fifty cents for a packet of twenty pages, post­
paid. You may make payment in mint stamps, but only with the more useful type—no air 
mail and special delivery. 

When the pages arrive, mount the material, giving the Scott number, catalogue value 
(1965 unless noted otherwise on the front cover), and your selling price. The material 
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which i s p r i c e d a t o n e - h a l f c a t a l o g u e s e l l s s l o w l y , but i t s e l l s ; the m a t e r i a l p r i c e d a t 
o n e - t h i r d s e l l s r a p i d l y ; and the m a t e r i a l a t o n e - f o u r t h i s gobbled u p . I sugges t t h a t you 
send on ly t he l o w e r - p r i c e d m a t e r i a l i n t h e c i r c u i t books and s e l l the h i g h e r - p r i c e d m a t e r ­
i a l i n t he a u c t i o n s . I t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t the s a l e s va lue of each book be k e p t a t a r e a ­
sonab le l e v e l ; twenty d o l l a r s i s a good g u i d e . I f you have f i f t y d o l l a r s ' worth to s e l l , 
make two books . The m a t e r i a l i s r e s t r i c t e d t o s p o r t s o n l y , bu t a few a d d i t i o n a l t y p e s 
w i l l no t be o b j e c t i o n a b l e — o n l y a fewl 

The c l u b w i l l s e l l the m a t e r i a l f o r you u n t i l t he v a l u e of the r ema in ing m a t e r i a l i s 
low and t h e n w i l l r e t u r n t he book to you w i t h a check f o r e i g h t y p e r c e n t of the t o t a l 
s a l e s . 

There i s no r e a l " c i r c u i t " s i n c e the books a r e r e t u r n e d t o t he s a l e s depar tment f o r 
a u d i t i n g a f t e r each m a i l i n g . A l l m a t e r i a l i s i n s u r e d whi le i n the o f f i c e of the s a l e s d e ­
pa r tmen t and i n t he m a i l s . A l l p r o p e r c a r e i s e x e r c i s e d to see t h a t no damage w i l l b e f a l l 
any member 's p r o p e r t y . 

The s a l e s d e p a r t m e n t i s des igned to o p e r a t e a t a ve ry smal l p r o f i t t o t h e c l u b i n s o ­
f a r a s the c i r c u i t i s c o n c e r n e d . I f you have some m a t e r i a l which you a r e w i l l i n g to d o ­
na t e t o the c i r c u i t , I w i l l mount i t i n a c i r c u i t book, p r i c e i t low, and send i t o u t . I f 
you have some m a t e r i a l t o s e l l and do n o t know how to mount i t o r how t o p r i c e i t . I w i l l 
h e l p you even to t he p o i n t of do ing i t f o r you . Members o u t s i d e t he a r e a of Nor th .iunerica 
a r e r e q u e s t e d t o m a i l t h e i r m a t e r i a l t o me f o r mounting a s t h e o v e r s e a s ma i l i s ve ry rough 
on c i r c u i t books u n l e s s t hey a r e packed i n c a s e s ; t h i s i s very expens ive f o r p o s t a g e . 

That i s abou t a l l I have to say now. I t i s up to you to t ake t he n e x t s t e p . I am 
c e r t a i n t h a t you w i l l be p l e a s e d i f you make use of our s a l e s depa r tmen t f o r e i t h e r s e l l ­
i n g o r b u y i n g . Use t he coupon below to make your i n i t i a l c o n t a c t f i you d e s i r e to examine 
c i r c u i t books . 

P l e a s e send me a c i r c u i t book of the f o l l o w i n g m a t e r i a l 
( ) Mint on ly ( ) S p o r t s and Olympic 
( ) Mint and used ( ) Covers and s t a t i o n a r y 
( ) Used ( ) L a b e l s and s e a l s 
( ) O the r ; p l e a s e s p e c i f y 

Name SPI # 

Address 

City State Zip 

Mail to: Bill Stoms, 2161 A 36th St., Los Alamos, N. M. 87544 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES 

Seebacher serves two terms as president. Ira Seebacher, our veteran sports collector 
who compiles the handbook appearing periodically in our "Journal", has Just completed his 
second term as president of Aero Philatelists, Inc. How do you manage it, Ira, with your 
two positions and many other responsibilities? 

Expiration of memberships. 

• « * « 

Action i s needed immediately on the following: 

Nos. 371-93 and 538-42 
Nos. 394-413 and 543-50 
Nos. 414-31 and 551-55 

December 31st 
January 31st 
February 28th 

* # * * # 

Membership changes (to January 1 s t ) 

Addition: 

594 Mussler, George W., 259 Eastlake Ave., Massapequa Park, N. Y. 
(GS:C:S,PC) 

Changes of address: 

367 Kawamura, Shode, 550 S. Beverly Glen Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90024 
457 Kay, Jack, 545 5th Ave., New York, N. Y. 10017 
395 Kelly, Brian V., c/o Z.A.S.U., Box 951, Ndola, Zambia, Africa 
534 Wepner, Capt. Charlotte M., Off Trng Det, USWAOS, USWACC, Fort McClel-

lan, Ala. 


