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THE WOLDENBERG AND GROSS-BORN COMMEMORATIVES FOR THE XIII OLYMPIAD

- Fabian Bura =

The Woldenberg and Gross-Born Camp Posts

In the autumn of last yeat twenty-five years have passed since, after bloody fight-
ing, tens of thousands of Polish soldiers were taken as German prisoners-of-war and held
over five years in the so-called "Kriegsgefangenlagers" ("Offlag" = "0ffizierlagers").

Some of these prisoner-of-war camps, with the number of captives larger than the pop-
ulation of small county towns, left for posterity excellent records of organized civic-
cultural life where thousands of people were cut off from the free world by barbed wire.
Among these interesting documentations are the postage stamps of the Camp Posts. The de=-
velopment of social life within the confines necessitated the creation of a communications
system among the many barracks inhabitated by thousands of officers.

Choirs, orchestras, and theatrical groups were organized (Woldenberg, for instance,
staged the opera "Aida" with a male chorus of 350 singers), as well as study groups for
languages, trades, and professions. By virtue of the Geneva Convention statutes, prison-
ers of war have the right to create autonomous governments within their camps. On that
basis the Prisoners' Posts were approved and established by the camp commandants, acting
in behalf of the "Obercommando (Chiefs of Staff) of the Wehrmacht". The written permits,
issued by the German military commands, set forth the scope of authorized activities of
the Camp Posts, namely:

1. Approval to organize postal services within the camps
2. Permission for the collection of fees for postal service
5. Authority for the printing of postage stamps for pre-payment of postage

The printing process for the stamps was a very primitive one, since each copy was
produced individually from small wood cuts made by artist-engravers who were among the
prisoners. Initially the stamps were printed on scraps of paper salvaged from newspaper
margins. This explains why some issues are printed on several kinds of paper. Later the
paper was supplied from abroad by Red Cross shipments; this made the selection of paper
for printing of the stamps somewhat easier. The color for each stamp was selected by a
postal commission and approved later by the director of the Camp Post. Besides the post-
age stamps, the Camp Posts also issued postal cards. All postage stamps of the Woldenberg
Camp are imperforate; in Gross-Born, however, some stamps were perforated with a sharpened
gear-wheel from a watch. Cancellers were made from rubber, salvaged from old army boots
or damaged gas masks and therefore not very durable.

Despite these extraordinary technical difficulties, the camp stamps also have, beyond
being historical documentaries, their artistic values. They reflect the cultural 1life
among the prisonerss-of=-war.

The Woldenberg Camp Post opened on May 7, 1942, and was in existence for the duration
of the camp; that is, until January 25, 1945. Each barracks inhabited by the prisoners-
of -war had a postal agency. Mail boxes were emptied twice daily; the postage rates for
delivery of letters and cards were standard, as announced in postal bulletins.

The Post in Gross-Born began its function on March 12, 1943, and ended with the camp
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liquidation on January 28, 1945. Its sphere of operation was similar to that of the Wol-
denberg Camp. All camp postage stamps were officially announced for use by displayed pos-
tal bulletins. The camp currency ("Lagergeld") was the "Mark", consisting of one hundred
pfennigs. Proceeds from the sales of postal issues were designated for the widows and or-
phans fund in Poland.

Going back to the year 1944, the XIII Olympic Games were due then, but the continua-
tion of World War II made it impossible to organize these magnificent peace-time sports
competitions on an international level. However, one group of people, despite the ravages
of war, decided to honor the XIII Olympiad with sports events; that group, ironically, was
the Polish prisoners-of-war. Despite war machinations and military regimes, these quiet
heroes, tired of fighting, lifted the symbol of the Olympic Games=--the torch with the holy
fire. With this symbol of peace behind the barbed wire, the Prisoners-of-War Olympic
Games were organized in 1944. Toward an effective realization of this objective, Camp
Olympic Committees were formed in wWoldenberg and Gross-Born some weeks before the Games.

Olympic Games at Woldenberg

Selected from among the prisoners-of-war, an Olympic Committee for the Camp Olympic
Games at Woldenberg set the dates from June 30th until July 13th, 1944. Within the camp,
sports clubs, representing specific regions of Poland, selected their entries for the fol-
lowing events: 100-meter dash, 1500-meter run, 4 x 100-meters relay, broad jump, high
jump, shot put, soccer, basketball, volleyball, handball, boxing, and ten-kilometer walk.

The program for the Games was printed on a special
leaflet, ornamented with three Olympic vignettes fea-
turing the motifs of ancient Games. The Camp Olympic
Committee worked for the common good and the small or-
ganizational expenses were covered from the sale of the
Olympic vignettes, the face values of which (one mark,
one mark, and three marks) were rather high in relation
to camp conditions.

AT A0S A The opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games were
——eed O & very solemn character. After the Olympic flag was

raised, the participants and guests listened to poetry
recitals glorifying the unforgettable successes of past Olympiads. Thanks to the fore-
thought of one member of the Olympic Committee, the Olympic flag from the Prisoners Camp
in Woldenberg was saved from the war conflagration and is in the Sport Museum in Warsaw at
the present time.

The Olympic Year Sports
Games at Woldenberg in 1944 al-
so had their own propaganda
canceller; within an ornamental

Ilr\
wreath surrounding the Olympic , ;{()Lf
torch were the dates of the 74
Olympic Games. Special grand (HJMP”Sﬂ

stands were set up for the camp

inhabi tants and admissions were \C’vgfgé',ggégé
regulated by invitation cards,

embellished with +the Olympic WSTEanlMPREZY

cancellation "ROK OLIMPIJSKI W
0BOZOE II-C WOLDENBERG, WSTEP
NA IMPRESY" and also with the
propaganda cancellations.

On a motion by the Camp Olympic Committee, +the Camp Post Office 1i-C issued on the
occasion of the Games at Woldenberg an Olympic commemorative postage stamp, imperforate,
in red color and of ten-pfennig value, designed by Czarnecki and featuring a runner break-
ing the finish tape. The stamp was printed on small scraps of paper, prepared in advance
and only large enough to produce a single stamp; therefore, no pairs exist. The total
printing of this stamp was 17,850 copies. (Note the illustrations on the next page.)

) _ SLOCANS # CANCELS *+ METERS “

belong in your SPORT, SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES collections
LARGE SELECTION + MONTHLY MAIL AUCTION SALES

Also U, N,, REFUGEE, MAPS, INSECTS, ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS,
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others,

MOE LUFF 125 GREENE ROAD SPRING VALLEY, N.Y.
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POCZTOWKA

For the participants in the sports events
the Olympic Committee furnished a souvenir
sheet with the embossed Olympic symbols and
the emblems of the sports clubs participating
in the Olympic Games. Commemorative postal
cards were also 1issued, showing an Olympic
athlete rising from the ground and lifting up-

ward the Olympic torch. The figure of a war-tired, but not vanquished, nameless hero-
sportsman was the symbol of brotherhood ideals which were to triumph again in the Olympic
stadia. The cancellation illustrated the horrors of

war covered by the Olympic flag and proclaimed the com-
ing victory and friendship among nations through sport.
The cards were printed in five Olympic colors but, when
the red printing ink ran out, an amaranth color was
substituted; thus these cards come in six colors. The
rarest is the black, and then the red, while the most
common is the green. Apart from the above, some cards
were made with the Olympic vignette imprinted with a
value of one mark. These, due to the high price (ten
times the value of the stamp) had only a few buyers
then; and such cards with the imprinted stamp and Olym=-
pic cancellation, if documented, are now much sought.

At the conclusion of the Games the winners of the
contests were handed large souvenir sheets, ornamented
with vignettes of one mark, one mark, and three marks
face value and containin the wording: "ROK OLIMPIJSKI
1944 ("Olympic Year 19%4"). This emission from the
conclusion of the Camp Olympic Games and Festival is an
extremely rare one because, due to the large format, it
was difficult to carry it and many were destroyed in
the camp liquidation in 1945.

For orientation purposes I am quoting here the
current prices for the Olympic souvenirs from the Camp
Post at Woldenberg. Note +that no effort is made to
price ornamental postal cards printed in ©black and
marked with the Olympic cancellation.

F SPORTS - OLYMPICS - FOREIGN - EUROPA - UN - UPU - NEW REPUBLICS - IGY
SCOUTS * STAMP ANNIVERSARIES - REFUGEES

Freee Boarngain Puce LutC
EXCLUSIVE

DISTRIBUTORS IN U.S.A. OF WORLD FAMOUS LANDMANS SPORT CATALOG

the DIPLOMAT

STAMP SHOP
110 West 43rd Street New York 36, N.Y.
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1. Postage stamp, red, mint or cancelled $6.00
la. Same , dark red, same 6.50
2s Same , on piece with Olympic cancellation 10.00
Be Same , on letter or postal card with Olympic cancel 13.00
4, Same on postal card with the Olympic cancellation 20.00
5. Ornamental postal cards with the Olympic stamp and Olympic
cancellation
a. Green 20.00
b. Yellow 25.00
c. Blue 27.00
d. Red 35.00
e. Amaranth 30.00
f. Black $292%

Olympic Games at Gross-=Born

News about the activities of the Olympic Committee in
Woldenberg reached Camp Gross-Born, several tens of kilomet-
ers distant. Here an Olympic Committee organized on the
pattern also arranged for Olympic Games at Gross-Born from
July 30 to August 15, 1944. For the Olympic winners here
medals were prepared, embossed on paper and featuring a head
of an ancient Olympic champion crowned with laurel leaves
and encircled with the inscription: "OLIMPIADA OBOZU II-D
1944", and ornamented with the Olympic rings. The symbolic
meaning of this paper medal is very significant to the Olym-
pic ideal. It stands as proof that not even the barbed wire
of a war-prison camp could suppress the splendid ideas of
the Olympics, revived over half a century ago in 1896 by
Pierre de Coubertin.

The Gross=-Born Post Office participated more intensely
in the promotion of the Olympic Games of the 1944 Olympic
Year. On the opening day three Olympic stamps were issued, tying ancient and modern Olym-
piads into their theme. The stamps were printed in sheets of ten from a design by Wlodzi-
mierz Zieleniewski. The first two values, ten and twenty pfennigs, feature the Olympic
rings surrounded by stylized laurel leaves. On the third stamp (fifty pfennigs) we see
the Olympic rings over a speeding ancient sport chariot. The stamps were printed on
white, medium paper gnd the fifty-pfennig value also on thick paper. The lack of suffi-
cient ink of uniform quality causes each value to exist in two distinct color varieties:

10 pfennig Red=brown
10 pfennig Brown-rose
20 pfennig Brown

20 pfennig Brown=-olive
50 pfennig Dark green

50 pfennig Light green

POCZTA

OPOZUI T OBOZUID

The total printing of this issue included 5,137 of the ten-pfennig value, 5,245 of the
twenty-pfennig stamps, and 4.702 of the fifty-pfennig value.

On July 30, 1944, a postal card with the ten-pfennig value of the Olympic stamps was
issued in two sizes: 60mm x 90mm and 70mm x 100mm and on two paper varieties, one white
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Through the duration of the
Olympic Games 1in Gross-Born the
Post Office used the propaganda
cancellation giving the period
of the Games. The local phila=-
telic society (there was one in
the camp) organized a philatelic
exhibition 1in the last days of
the festival; that i1s, from Aug-
ust 12-15, 1944. This interest-
ing stamp show was commemorated
by the Camp Post Office on Au-
gust 14, 1944, with a souvenir
sheet with the full set of Olym=-
plc stamps in changed colors
(tem pfennig--lilac, twenty
pfennig--gray, and fifty pfennig
--brown). The face value of the
souvenir sheet was eighty pfen-
nigs and the selling price one
mark. The difference of twenty
pfennigs was a contribution +to
the camp fund. The total issue of the souvenir sheet was 1,155 pieces.
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The very primitive equipment of the
camp made impossible the preparation of a
date marker with changeable date; there- m(mﬂ-rq.
fore, for every day of the exhibition sepa- IA~D"—V S0 L OWA
rate cancellers were made showing the con- WMllilpli ’8 4 4 AexHe
secutive days of the exhibition e.g., 1,
2Dy 45 "etani). The size of the Olympic
souvenir sheet 1s about 93mm x 140mm with
great deviatioms. Some of the original
sheets are not even cut rectangularly due
to lack of proper equipment.

Original letters and cards with Olym-
pic stamps belong +to the rare philatelic
documentaries of that period. To the right
is a letter from the Olympic Committee giv-
ing thanks for participation in organizing
the Camp Olympiad. Note the stamp used to
frank this letter; it is the only sample in
our illustrative material in this article
showing the other, non-Olympic issues of
the Gross-Born Camp Post.
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Orlentation prices for the Olympic Games stamps from Gross-Born include:

1. 10 pfennig brown-red $8.00
la. 10 pfennig brown-rose 9.00
2. 20 pfennig brown . 9.00
2a. 20 pfennig brown-olive 10.00
3+« 50 pfennig dark green 13.00
3a. 50 pfennig light green 14.00
4. 10 pfennig postal card, gray paper 6.00
4a. 10 pfennig postal card, white paper 7.00

5. 10 pfennig postal card with additional Olympic franking and $27%
Olympic cancellation

6. Stamps on entires with Olympic cancellations 70% over mint

7. 10 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 10.00
20 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 20.00
50 pfennig Olympic souvenir sheet 40.00

Present Philatelic Status

There was & period after the war when some philatelists had doubts as to the full
postal validity of the camp stamps and attributed s semi-postal status to them. The ma-
Jority, however, have changed their opinion in favor of them.

When considering the purpose of the P.O.W. Camp Post stamps and comparing it with
the motives of the Olympic emissions of some countries where such stamps are printed only
for commercial purposes and probably are never sold by the postal clerks, the Gross-Born
and Woldenberg stamps are unquestionably of far greater documentary and philatelic value.

The Olympic stamps of Woldenberg and Gross-Born are proof that the Olympic idea was
not deafened by the roar of cannon and explosions of bombs. They are the historical docu-~
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mentation of tragic isolation of tens of thousands of officers from the free world and a
testimonial of the spiritual fortitude of the Clympic idea.

And if only for that reason the Woldenberg and Gross-Born stamps are, as records of
human tragedy and as proof of the immortality of the Olympic idea, unquestionably well de-
serving of an honorable place in every philatelic documentation of Olympiads.

(Edi1tor's note: Our special thanks go to Author Fabian Bura (SPI 216) of Poland and
his translator, Walter Szymlek (SPI 31) of Chicago, for their generosity in permitting
"Linn's Weekly Stamp News" and the "Journal of Sports Philately" +to share this splendid
article. For our periodical it must represent a peak in philatelic significance, as well
as real interest to sports collectors.)

e e

EDITORIAL COMMENT

If all goes well with the reproduction and distribution of this issue of "JSP", we
will have regained some of the lost time and will be a little closer to returning to our
planned schedule. Cross your collective fingers for the future.

In our December issue I asked that someone bring me up to date on the APS applica=-
tion of black blots to sport stamps in the August through December issues of "The American
Philatelist". To date no one has come through with the desired information. Surely we
must have some SPI members who also belong to the APS and could fill in the gaps for us.

e

SERVICES

Most beautiful European stamp designs of 1964. In the annual contest for the most
beautiful stamps issued by European postal administrations in 1964 as judged in Paris at
the recent BEuropa exhibition, second prlze was awarded to the block of four stamps from
Monaco presenting scenes from ancient soccer matches. First prize went to the 6fr + 2fr
value of the Belgian Anti-Tuberculosis set. It is interesting to note that seven of the
first ten places (in fact, the first seven) went to stamps which were representational re-
productions on a reduced scale of previous artwork, rather than new artwork for the cur-
rent production. In short, the old works of art still prevail.

¥* * #* * *

Another ballot on beautiful stamps. Another slate of "most beautiful" was selected
by L. E. Scott of Great Britain for the "Stamp Collectors Annual". Here one sports stamp,
the l2ag value of Israel's Olympic set, managed to make the select list. The winner in
this case was the French commemorative in honor of the Conference of European Postal and
Telecommunication (CEPT).

3#* #* * * *

The other end of the scale. Yet another judge, Leopold Dickstein, produced his per-
sonal list, but this was the list of the ten ugliest stamps of 1964. Here the sports
field hit the Jjack-pot. Albania's entire Olympic Games set (Sept. 25) led the parade for
complete lack of imagination in design. Russia's 16k value of the Innsbruck Winter Olym=-
pic set (March 9) was judged completely lacking in taste since the boastful tabulation of
the number of gold, silver, and bronze medals won in competition is an overt contempt of
the spirit of the Olympic Ganmes. And lastly, the 50m value of Egypt's Olympic set (Oct.
10) is cited for its lack of relevance to the event being commemorated.

¥* #* * #* #*
White Ace Pages for 1964 Ol¥ggic issues. The Washington Press, Maplewood, New Jer-
sey, has announced a set of album pages covering the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo and
matching its set for the 1960 Olympic Games commemoratives. All stamps are illustrated

and described. Printing is in three colors.

3* #* #* #* #*

The APS black-blot program pours it on the 01¥mpic issues. As might have been ex-
pected, the December assessment o ack-blots continues to strike heavily on the Olympic
issues. The following made the elite list: Bhutan Olympic set and souvenir sheets (no di-
rect relationship to the issuing country), Burundi Olympic set and sheets (excessive
length and no direct relationship to the issulng country), Dubai Olympic sets and souvenir
sheet (excessive length and no direct relationship to the issulng country), Guinea alr
mail values overprinted in red and orange for Olympic commemoration (excessive length, no
direct relationship to the issuing country, and intentionally included odditles), and
Panama Olympic set (limited printing, no direct relationship to issuing country, and in-
tentionally included oddities).




CHECK-LIST OF SKIING ON STAMPS BY EVENTS

- Helen Turner =

Biathlon
Austria 712

Hungary 1543
‘ Romania 1602

Germany (Wurttemberg) 8NB5-6
Italy 873

Poland 726, 732, B54

Romania B217-18

Russia 2846 Ski gliding

Cross country

Austria Bl1O7

Austria B106, B108 Ski Jjumping

Bulgaria 1094, Imperforate, 1313

Czechoslovakia 469, 956

Finland 355, B72

German Democratic Republic 94

Hungary 1301, Cl59

Jugoslavia 566

Poland 603, 758, 760, 1047, 1204

Romania 1604, Cl102

Russia 563, 702, 787, 1618, 2565, 2844

San Marino 365, 370
Downhill--recreation and competition

Bolivia 356

Canada 368

Cyprus 213

Czechoslovakia 401, 403, 889

Czechoslovakia (Slovakia) B22

Dominican Republic 504

Finland B33

France 1019

German Democratic Republic 51

Hungary 1305, 1541, 1547, B8l

Argentina 700, 0125
Austria 713, Bl109, Bl39
Bulgaria 872, 1314
Czechoslovakia 682, 1222
PMinland 354, B32

France 322

Germany B8O

German Democratic Republic 77, 95, 490,

680-82, Blll
Guinea 334
Hungary 1303, 1542, Cl62
Japan 445
Jugoslavia 261
Liberia 413
Norway 391, B51
Poland 759, 970, 1048, 1202
Romania 768, 1597, B340, C1l00
Russia 1415, 2304, 2564
San Marino C95
Sweden 444, 448
United States 716

Japan 511-12 Skiing areas

Jugoslavia 463

Lebanon C49, Cs51, 053, C56, C98,
C200-06, C233-35, C387

Liechtenstein 291

Austria 631, Bl4l

Bulgaria 1006

Germany (Wurttemberg) 8NB5
Italy 705-06

Monaco CB8 Jugoslavia 260
Poland 335-38, T764-65, 1046, 1049, 1200 Liberia C157-59

‘ Romania 770, B72, B28l1, B286 Monaco 363=64
Russia 2203, 2302, 2572, 2716 Slalom

San Marino 367, 524, C90
Sweden 462-64
Switzerland Bl73
Togo 369

Military
Poland 971
Russia 824

Relay race
Finland B3l

Ski equipment
Bulgaria 1006
France 1002

Austria 711, B138, Bl40
Bulgaria 1042
Burundi 72
Czechoslovakia 1152
France 1120

Guinea 335

Hungary 1540, Cl64
Liechtenstein 289
Monaco 459

Poland 972, 1199
Romania 1601, C96=7
Russia 12534, 1715

OLYMPIC RARITIES
GREECE 1896 MINT $600
1900 ~ 250
1906 ” 350
GREECE SCOTT 162a 150
Only one set of each available!

We have in stock many other rarities
of Sport and Olympics and also
Scouts.

If you wish to embellish your collec-
tion with Exposition items, please

write me.

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75¢

HENRY TRACHTENBERG
115 rue HOCHE
IVRY - SEINE - FRANCE
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MORE ABOUT THE SALES DEPARTMENT
An open letter to the membership:

The recent article in this journal has been the cause of quite a few letters request-
ing information about the sales department and the circuit books in particular. Rather
than attempt to answer all these letters individually, I will use this letter to get my
message to all interested members.

There are several types of sales 1in our sales department, but I shall talk only of
the circuit books in this letter. These circuit books are available to all members in the
U.S.A., 1including our friends in Alaska, Hawaii, and Canada. Material may be submitted
for sale by any member, regardless of his home.

To buy material from the circuit, one must request it from the sales department. Our
material is in approval-type books varying from several to twenty pages per book, with up
to twenty-five stamps per page. The classification of the books is generally mint, mint
and used, or used sports and Olympic stamps. Sometimes there are books with seals and la-
bels available. The special topical collector has a great chance here because sets are
very often broken down into single stamps and he may purchase his topical without paying
for the complete set. The price of the stamps is generally on the low side and generally
include mostly the lower cost stamps. There are exceptions, naturally.

The cost to the buyer is small enough. The club pays the postage both ways and and
insurance on the out-going trip. The buyer must pay the insurance on the return trip--us-
ually twenty cents--and must take a minimum purchase of fifty cents. This minimum is easy
for the usual purchase is several dollars. At the end of this letter is a form which will
help both of us to start the circuit books moving to you.

On the other side, if one wants to sell some of his duplicates, broken sets, short
sets, or covers; write to K-Line Publishing Company, 1433 S. Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Ill.,
and request that you be sent the SPI pages. These pages are of fine quality and are a
good item for any collector. The cost is fifty cents for a packet of twenty pages, post-
paid. You may make payment in mint stamps, but only with the more useful type--no air
mail and special delivery.

When the pages arrive, mount the material, giving the Scott number, catalogue value
(1965 unless noted otherwise on the front cover), and your selling price. The material







