e

NUMBER 5 JANUARY 1965 VOLUME 3

MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS
- Jim Hughes -
Part Eight

Qlav, Crown Prince Norway
1928 Yachting=-=-6-meter class
Norway 360-74 and B43-6

The Crown Prince of Norway won this 6-meter event in his yacht "Norma" over
M. Witt of Denmark in "Hi Hi", with third place going to A. Fable of Estonia in
L 7 15 T AL Note the stamps portray him as the Crown Prince and later as King of
Norway.

MELBOURNE 1956

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Quellette, Gerald Canada
1956 Shooting=-=-small bore rifle (prone)
Dominican Republic 484 and Bll-2
Ouellette scored 600 to nose out Vassili Borissov of Russia who had 599 for the first

perfect score ever recorded in this Olympic event (60 shots in six series of ten each) on
the 50-meter range. However, +the range was measured later and found to be short, so his

performance does not rank as an Olymplc record.

3 e
REPUBLICA

S TN > (N A rMISION
\ 7 i B e 3 _ p SSSCS -
' N k = T ' i \% 3
\ ¢ : o/ N1 .

Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1965



2 MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS (Cont'd)
Qwens, Jesse United States

200-meter dash (20.7)
Relay=-=4 x 100 meters (39.8)
Broad jump (26' 6 21/64")

Dominican Republic 475, B2, and B27

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 3 REPUBLICA DOMINICANA & REPUBLICADOMINICANA @ 1936 Running--100-meter dash (10.3)

This great Ohlio State University athlete, who
on four occasions in one day at the Berlin Games
surpassed former Olympic marks (twice bettering
listed world records), staged one of the greatest
individual performances recorded in the Olympics. The tan streak was the first to score a
double dash victory, as well as to equal the great Paavo Nurmi's feat of winning four gold
medals in one Olympic venue, and established himself among the world's track and field im~

mortals.

Palusalu, Kristjan Estonia

1936 Wrestling--free style (heavyweight)
Greco-Roman (heavyweight)

Japan 568 Rt

Palusalu is the only man to win both the free style and Greco-Roman titles in this
event and was only the second (and last) Estonian to win an Olympic wrestling crown. He
is shown here grappling with the German, Kurt Hornfisher.

Pavesi, Carlo Italy
1956 Fencing--epee (individual and team)
Dominican Republic 529 and B38

Pavesl led his teammates +to a sweep in this Olympic event, all having 5-2 won-and-
lost records at the finish of the competition
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Petersen, Kurt A. Sweden v
TURKIYE POSTALAR

1948 Wrestling--Greco-Roman (bantamweight) ? 20
KURUS

#Turkey 987

The information I have is that this stamp depicts Pettersen and Akar of
Turkey. I am assuming this to be the Petersen listed in the Olympic record
books. He was the only Swedish wrestler to win this Olympic title.

V. AVRUPA SERBEST GURES
BIRINCILIKLERI 1843

Petrescu, Stefan Romania
1956 Shooting=--silhouette pistol
Romania 1453

Petrescu won with a 587 score over Evguenii Tcherkassov of Russia, who scored 585 of
a possible 600. This rapid-fire shooting event on the silhouette at 25 meters (sixty
shots in two courses of thirty each) 1is the most interesting from the spectators' view=-
point, with a series of five shots being fired from elight seconds down to four seconds
each per series.

Pirvulescu, Dunitru Romania
1960 Wrestling=--Greco-Roman (flyweight)
Romania 1455
Pilrvulescu decisioned Ignazio Fabra of Italy 1in the finals to win for Romania 1its

first Olympic wrestling championship, winning three and losing one with one draw. The
competition was held at the Basilica di Massenzio, shown on Italy 777.

Read, Norman New Zealand

1956 Walking=--50,000 meters (4:30:42.8)
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Dominican Republic 483 and BlO

Read won this event in a breeze--on a very windy day=--over Erguenii Maskinov of Rus=-
sla and the over-thirteen finishers over the 3l-mile tour of the Australian countryside.
The black~-uniformed New Zealander broke into a happy dog-trot after crossing the finish-
line in the stadium, to the delight of the neighboring Aussie crowd. Although the United
States entries have won only one Olympic walking title, 1in 1906, they were the only omes
to have three finishers in this event at Melbourne.

Rose, Murray Australia

1956 Swimming--400-meter free style (4:27.3)
1500-meter free style (17:58.9)
4 x 200-meter relay (8:23.6)

1960 Swimming--400-meter free style (4:18.3)
1500-meter free style (silver medal)
4 x 200-meter relay (bronze medal)

VNVOINIWO@

Dominican Republic 505 and B25

Rose was a member of the youthful Aussie 800-meter relay
team, which set a new world and Olympic mark in this event at
Melbourne. The blond, smooth=-stroking, 1l1l7-year-old Aussie
also set new Olympic records 1in the 400-meter and 1500-meter
free style events, to give Australia five of the nine men's
swimming events at the 1956 Games. He retained his 400-meter
crown at the Rome Games, Clipping nine seconds off his old
Olympic record in this event.
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REVIEWS

Part ; of the K-Line pages for the 18th Olympic Games. George Kobylka and his com-
pany are m ng noble efforts 0 cope W the vast output of Olympic stamps, but many
more pages will be necessary to handle the flood. Part 3 continues all the good things
of previous issues of these album pages--heavy stock, clear illustrations, a wealth of
descriptive material; you mame it and these pages have it. The cost of this section is

$5.20 plus postage (65¢); the K-Line advertisement appears regularly on the back cover of

With this set of pages K-Line has declared a bonus in the form of eleven pages sum-~
marizing the results of the Tokyo Games. This includes the results of both individual and
team events and a complete chart of the entire tournament competition in basketball, field
hockey, soccer, volleyball, and water polo. These sheets are included in the packet, but
may be purchased separately fgr $1.50 (including postage) by those who make their own al=-

bum pages.

Since the Olympic 1issues have been numerous and the K-Line pages come in sections, a
liating of those issues included in this Part 3 seems appropriate. Perforate stamps are
covered for Afghanistan, Cameroons, Central Africa, Chad, Republic of Congo (2), China,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, France, Gabon, Ivory Coast, German Democratic Republic,
(2), Japan (2), Jordan, Jugoslavia, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Niger Republic, Panama,
Paraguay, Poland, San Marino, Senegal, Turkey, Upper Volta, and Yemen. Souvenir sheets
are included for Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Cameroons, Central Africa, Chad, Republic of Con-
go, Cyprus, Gabon, Japan (3), Jordan, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Niger Republic, Poland,

Upper Volta, and Yemen. R.M.B.




i CHECK-LIST OF SKIING ON STAMPS
- Helen Turner =
(Editor's note: Those stamps marked with an asterisk (#) are Olympic issues.

Argentine Republic=--700, 0125

Austria--631, 711-13%, Bl06-09, Bl138-41

Bolivia=-=356

Bulgaria--872, 1006, 1042, 1094 and imperforate#*, 1313-14#
Burundi--72

Czechoslovakia--401, 403, 469, 682, 889, 956, 1152, 1218, 1222#%
Czechoslovakia (Slovakia)=--B22

Canada--368

Cyprus=-=-213

Dominican Republic=-=504#

Finiand-=-354-55, B3l-3, B72

France=--322, 1002, 1019-20

Germany--B8O%*

Germany (Wurttemberg)--8NB5-6

German Democratic Republic=--51, 77, 94-5, 490, 680-82%, Bll%
Guinea=-=334-35%

Hungary==1301#%, 1303%, 1305%, 1540-43%, B8l, C159, Cl62, Cl64
Italy--705=06%, 873

Japan--445, 511-12

Jugoslavia--260-61, 463%, 566#%

Lebanon--C49, C51, C©53, C56, C200-06, C233-35, €387
Liberia=-=413%, Cl57=-59%

Liechtenstein--289, 291

Monaco--363=-64%, 459%, (OB8#

Norway=--391, B5l#

Poland--335-38, 602, 726, 732, 758-60, 764-65, 910, 970-72, 1046-49, 1199-1200%, 1202#%,

1204#%, BS54
Romania--768, 770, 1597#, 1601-02#, 1604%, B72, B217-18, B23l, B286, B340, C96-8, Cl00,
cl02

Russia-=-563, 702, 787, 824, 1253A, 1415, 1618, 1715, 2203, 2302#%, 2304%, 2564-565, 2572,
2716, 2844%, 2846%

San Marino--365*. 367*s 370*1 524) 0901 Co5#

Sweden--444, 448, 462-64

Switzerland--Bl73#

Togo=-=369#

United States--716#%

Countries with ski issues but not recognized by Scott: Albania, Mongolia, and Paraguay

FRED HOWARD 1he Company 1hats

/
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS on the Move.

| - g - For the Beginner — For the Specialist
FRED HOWARD

NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPORT STAMPS
10613 Rochester Avenue
WANT LIST SERVICE Los Angeles 24, California

NEW ISSUES CALENDAR
- Barbara T. Williams -

September Addenda

7th Viet Nam. 20¢ (Haitien Beach) and 3d (same as 20¢). Printed by De La Rue, London.

Quanflfy: 2,000,000

Qctober Addenda

8th ria. 1Oth anniversary of the Syrian Gliding Club. 12%ps red rose and black (em-
blem of the club and two stylized planes); 17#ps dark blue and black (same as

12%ps); and 20ps black green and black (same as 123ps). Designed by M. 1Ishel.
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10th

10th

1l6th

20th

23rd

25th

26th

26th

5th

23rd

25th

1lst

Printed in sheets of 50 by off-set methods by the Government Printing House. Quan=-
tity: 35,000.

Cuba. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. l¢ (gymnast); 2¢ (boxing); 3¢ (boxing); 7¢ (run-
ning); and 10¢ (fencing). Also souvenir sheet containing all five stamps.

Somalia. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 90fr red, violet, and black (ancient discus
thrower). (Additional information)

Bhutan. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 2ch multicolored (handball); 5ch multicolored
(boxing); 15ch multicolored (same as 2ch); 35ch multicolored (same as 5ch); lnu
multicolored (archery); 2nu multicolored (soccer); and 3nu multicolored (same as
lnu). Also perforate and imperforate souvenir sheets of the lnu and 2nu values. Im=-
perforates also exist. Quantity: 200,000 to 25,000.

Dahomey. 18th Olympic Games, Tok~
yo. 60fr brown and green (run-
ner); 85fr blue and purple (cy=-
clist). Designed by M. Shamir,
Israel. Printed by the State
Printing Office in Paris. (Addi-
tional information)

Burundi. 18th Olympic Games, Tok~
yo. 50¢ multicolored (shot put);
1fr multicolored (discus); 3fr
multicolored (swimmer); 4fr multi-
colored (runners); 6.50fr multi-~
colored (Javelin); 8fr multicolor-
ed (hurdler); 10fr multicolored (broad jumper); 1l4fr multicolored (diver); 18fr mule
ticolored (high jumper); and 20fr multicolored (gymnast). Also perforate and imper=-
forate souvenir sheet (18fr +2fr, high jumper); and 20fr + 5fr, gymnast). Quanti-
ties: 100,000 (50¢), 50,000 (1fr, 3fr, 4fr, and 6.50fr), 40,000 (8fr, 1O0fr, and
1l4fr), 30,000 (18fr), and 25,000 (20fr). Also 12,500 each of the perforate and im-
perforate souvenir sheets.

atar. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. Scott #32-6 overprinted "Olympic rings and
%965“. Quantities: 50,000 (50np and 1R), 20,000 (75np and 2R), and 16,000 (5R).

Cameroons. 50fr (Kribi Beach). Designed by Forget.

Iran. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 4r brown and green (ancient Iranian gymnast) and
Br red and green (polo). Diamond-shaped.

November Addenda

Monaco. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. l¢ (weight 1lifter); 2¢ (judo); 3¢ (pole vault)
47 (archery); and 5fr (air mail)(bobsledding). Diamond-shaped. Printed in sheets
of fifty. (Additional information)

St. Vincent. 50th anniversary of the St. Vincent Boy Scouts. l¢g (fleur-de-lis em=-
blem, efficiency badges, and portrait of Queen Elizabeth II); 47 (same as 1l¢); 20¢
(same as 1¢); and 50¢ (same as l¢). Designed by V. Whiteley and printed by off-set
by Harrison and Sons.

Umm Al Ciwain. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 50np (Tokyo Olympic Stadia); 1R (same as
50np); IL.50R (same as 50np); 2R (same as 50np); 3R (same as 50np); 4R (same as
50np); and SR (same as 50np). Imperforate sets also exist. Also souvenir sheets of
2R, 3R, 4R, and 5R values, both perforate and imperforate. suantities: 50,000
(50np, 1R, and 1.50R), 25,000 (2R, 3R, and 4R), and 20,000 (5R). Also 4,000 imper=-
forate sets, 12,000 perforate souvenir sheets, and 8,000 imperforate souvenir
sheets.

Cameroons. 9fr (Bamileke dancer); 13fr (Bamenda dance mask); and 25fr (Foulbe rid-
er). Designed by rorget (9fr and 18fr) and Becquet (25fr).

Hungary. To honor the Russian space flight during the Olympic week. 10fr souvenir
shee (both perforate and imperforate) with Olympic rings on border. Printed 1in
photogravure. Cuantities: 180,000 perforate sheets and 15,000 imperforate sheets.

Monaco. 6©60th anniversary of the International Football Federation (F.I.TF.A.). 1fr
multicglored (globes and dates, "1304-1954"). Diamond-shaped. (Additional infor-
mation

December Addenda

Portugal. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 20¢ tan (emblem of the Tokyo Games); les blue
(Same as 207); 1.50es green (same as 20¢); and 6.50es purple (same as 20¢). Design=-
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ed by Sebastiao Rodriques. Quantities: 11,000,000 (20¢), 10,000,000 (les), 1,500,
000 (1.50es); and 500,000 (6.50es).

Current

Bahamas. 1ld (out-island sailing regatte) and 8d (salling yachts). Printed in re- .
cess and off-set by Bradbury-wilkinson & Co., Ltd.

Haiti. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 10¢ salmon (weight lifter); 25¢ blue (same as
I0Z); 50¢ lavender (same as 10¢); 50¢ lavender (hurdler); 50¢ light green (same as
50¢); 75¢ gold (same as 50¢); and 1.50g gray (same as 50¢). Also souvenir sheet of
two 50¢ issues, 75¢, and 1.50g.

Jordan. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 1fr red (Olympic flame and rings); 2f purple
same as 1f); 3f blue-green (same as 1f); 4f brown (same as 1f); 5f red (same as 1f)
35f black (same as 1f); 50f olive (same as 1f); and 100f blue (same as 1f). Imper-
forates exist; also souvenir sheet of 100f maroon, imperforate.

Panama . Honoring winners at Innsbruck Winter Olympic Games. l¢g (men's 500-meter
speed skating); 2¢ (4-man bobsled); 3¢ (women's figure-skating); 4¢ (special 90-
meter ski Jump); 5¢ (women's slalom); 5¢ (men's 5,000-meter cross country skiing);
6¢ (men's 50,000-meter cross country skiing); 77 (women's 500-meter speed skating);
10¢ (men's figure-skating); 2l¢ (2-man bobsled); and 31¢ (men's downhill skiing).
Also perforate and imperforate souvenir sheets of the 31¢.

Philippines. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 6s gold, blue, and dark brown (basket-
ba s 0s gold, pink, and dark brown (relay runner); 208 gold, yellow, and dark
brown (hurdler); and 30s gold, green, and dark brown (soccer). Printed 1in sheets
of fifty by heliogravure. Quantities: 9,600,000 (6s), 4,600,000 (10s), 1,600,000
(20s), and 2,600,000 (30s).

SPORTS PHILATELISTS \\
of the Philippines 3

P. O. BOX 121
MANILA, PHILIPPINES

Mr. Robert M, Bruce

Editor, "Journal of Sports Philately"
1457 Cleveland Road

Wooster, Ohio, U.S.A.

Sharjah. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. 1lnp olive (Olympic torch and rings); 2np blue
(same as 1lnp); 3np rust (same as lnp); 4np blue-green (same as lnp); 5np purple
(same as 1lnp); 4O0np green-blue (same as lnp); 50np red-brown (same as lnp); and
2R yellow=-brown (same as lnp). Also souvenir sheet of 2R olive.

l

SPORTS - OLYMPICS - FOREIGN - EUROPA * UN - UPU - NEW REPUBLICS - IGY
SCOUTS ' STAMP ANNIVERSARIES - REFUGEES

Free Borgain Puce LiustC
EXCLUSIVE

DISTRIBUTORS IN U.S.A. OF WORLD FAMOUS LANDMANS SPORT CATALOG

the DIPLOMAT

STAMP SHOP

110 West 43rd Street New York 36, N.Y.
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President: Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California
Vice=Pres: F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey
Sec=Treas: Leonard X. Eichorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122
Director : Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of international un-
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. 1Its activities
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its members. All
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately".
The dues for regular membership are $3.00 per year. Membership applications may be ob=-
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington.

"Journal of Sports Philately"

Managing Editor : Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio
Assoc. Editors : F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California
Editorial Comm. : Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York 6, New York
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey
Advertising Mgrs.: Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, wWooster, Ohlo
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey
Publisher : William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York
17, New York

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi-
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publication are from
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue” unless specifically stated otherwise.
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy in good falth, re-
serving the right to rejJect objectionable material.

REALIZATIONS ON SPECIAL SPI AUCTION, OCTOBER, 1964
The following compilation gives the prices realized on each lot, followed by the num=-

ber of bids received on the lot (in parentheses). Those lots marked "W" were withdrawn
because Of inadequate bidding to be representative.
1 $10.50 58) 14 W (0) 27 U] (1) 40 $10.00 (2) 55 W (2)
2 T.15 (3) 15 $95.50 (4) 28 W (0) 41  17.50 (2) 54 $20.00 (2)
3 33.00 (2) 16 21.60 (4) 29 W (0) 42 6.15 (5) 55 18.90 (6)
4 10.50 (3) 17 W (0) 30 W (%) 43 7.15 (9) 56 3.50 (1)
5 W (1) 18 19.00 (1) 31 W (1) 44 8.00 (3) 57 W (0)
6 43.00 (6) 19 19.00 (1) 32 9.15 (5; 45 W (0) 53 16.00 21)
T 37.50 (6) 20 5.00 él) 33 20.00 (2 46 W (1) 59 15.00 (1)
8 26.00 (3) 21 W 1) 34  50.00 (4) 47 W (0) 60  30.00 (2)
9 A 20) 22 W 52) 35 9.00 (5; 48 16.55 (11) 61 w o (0)
10 W 13 23 W 2) 36 5.00 (1 49 T.d15 (3) 62 W (2)
11 251.50 (8) 24 7.00 (3) 37 W (0) 50 8.00 (4) 63 10.80 (4)
12 6.00 (1) 25 W §2) 38 19.00 (2) 51 30.00 (5) 64 10.80 (4)
13 37.00 (6) 26 50.00 (4) 59 19.50 (1) 52 55.00 (4) 65 Tsl5 (3)
Total sales $1108.55
Commission 110.85

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Harry Reichenthal, P. 0. Box 876, Miami Beach, Fla. 33139 (Member A.S.D.A.); Mint
sports, Olympics, Boy Scouts; some on cover. wholesale priced. Large annual 1965 price
list, 25¢ deductible.

George Rath, Lake Road, Pulaski, N. Y. 13142: Breaking up duplicate collection of
sports and Olympics; over 700 sets and singles; bargain lots priced right to clear. One
sample of the bargain lots: 1960 Olympics, 60 issues mint and unhinged (no souvenir sheets
or imperfs)--$80.00; first order received takes it. Send want list or request my lists.
g?istis youg chance to save money on sets you need. Only one of each item; so first come,

rst served.

(The classified advertising rate is 2¢ per word; names and addresses are free. Send
caopy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio.)



EDITORIAL COMMENT 9

Dear Mr. Postmaster General,

At the outset let me say that I am all for the Sokol organizatious. I admire their
members, their ethnic pulling-together for this country, their program objectives (includ-
ing physical fitness), and their overall effectiveness for their first hundred years in
the United States. I congratulate them at the time of their centennial and wish them even
greater success for their next hundred years. And if they merit a commemorative stamp by
whatever standards you and your department judge requests for such issues, then I am thor-
oughly delighted.

However, my admiration for the Sokol commemorative stops right there and, from the
rumblings from Sokols around the country, I am not alone in my complaints. I deplore the
design of the forthcoming stamp, especially the subject selected. The classic discus
thrower has been so thoroughly overworked on stamps as to be completely fatigued and lack-
ing in significance. Our new stamp does not say "Sokol" anymore than it says "Turnverein"
or "United States Olympic Committee" or "U. S. Track and Field Federation" or ™Junlor
Chamber of Commerce"=--except for the lettering, which does help a bit on the identifica-
tion problem. I would have hoped that you, your experienced staff, and your advisory com-
mittee could have come up with something more pertinent.

Your answer may be that all stamps, including commemoratives, are simply for the pre-
payment of postage, that their design is not important. Such a statement, though techni-
cally accurate, is an over-simplification and a failure in itself. No one takes such an
attitude seriously, for the public relations value of stamps is too great. Or you may say
that it 1s just another in a series which fulfills its dual function of postal payment and
commemoration. I agree in principle. We have large numbers of such issues; they vary
greatly in significance of commemoration, 1in choice of subject matter, and in design and
art work. But that response only avolds the issue. Or you might even tell me that, 1if I
don't like the stamp, I can ignore it completely. Again I agree, up to a point. I can
refrain from use of the stamp (not that that would gain anything for anyone) or I can use
it only for modest personal needs Just as I do other commemoratives. But, if I truly dis-
like this stamp, I can't isolate myself from i1t completely, for it will appear rather fre=-
quently on my incoming mail. But then, how silly can one get?

However, all these aspects fade into insignificance when compared with the real is-
sue=--the fully admitted and publicized dual purpose of this stamp. The issue commemorates
both the Sokol centennial and physical fitness; there can be no doubt of this when one
reads your department's publicity releases. However, 1t does favor the Sokol aspect at
the expense of physical fitness; again there can be no doubt. Up to a certain point this
dual attention is logical and appropriate, but eventually one must realize how grossly in-
adequate and unfair is the implementation of your decision.

What is this "physical fitness" which gets mere lip service as the second commemora-
tive objective of this stamp? Very briefly, 1t is a national goal affecting every one of
our citizens from young to old. It is a principle espoused by three Presidents through
their Councils on Physical Fitness. It is a concept recelving progressively greater at-
tention by the American Medical Association and specialized groups of medical personnel.
It is one of the important objectives of the thousands upon thousands of professional
people in health, physical education, and recreation work. It is the increasingly wide-
spread concern of Boards of Education, recreation groups, the YMCAs and YWCAs, and liter-
ally hundreds of other local sponsoring and promoting organizations. This is the thing
which runs the gamut from the baby playing with a ball to Dr. Paul Dudley White riding his
bicycle. It is both an individual and a group concept far more important than the break-
ing of a few athletic records here and there or the continued superiority of this coun-
try's athletes in international competition.

Physical fitness doesn't apply only to a few hundred thousand Sokol members, Mr. Gro-
nouski, but to you and me and nearly two hundred million in our country. This postal 1is-
sue, as finally released by your department, should involve not simple commemoration of a
successful organization and mere acknowledgment of physlcal fitness; 1t should provide
much-needed publicity for a worthy national ideal. What an opportunity you let slip away!

And why did you blow ity We ordinary citizens will never know the facts, but it
probably pitted a few sympathetic Senators and Representatives and a vocal group of sup-
porters representing a few hundred thousand votes on one hand and a comparatively unsup-
ported national ideal on the other. The first group you understand well in your busi-
ness, but the other side doesn't get much attention. So the worthy Sokol cause received
comnemoration and the national need got the once-over-lightly treatment. That's quite a
deal, even judged by the expediency of politics. Fortunately, neither cause got hurt; on-
ly an opportunity was lost.

But the need for publicity still exists, Mr. Postmaster General. You can't deny it,
play it down, or hide it. Are you for physical fitness for our citizens or is it easier
to forget the matter? What do you do now?






