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SOME OBJECTIVE METHODS OP DELIMITING OLYMPIC COLLECTIONS 

- Bob Bruce -

Much has been said and written during recent months about the flood of Olympic stamps 
now pouring from the presses in many countries and the possible effects, both good and 
bad, upon Olympic philately. The same comments are appropriate to sports stamps in gener­
al. But all these comments, both positive and negative, do very little in guiding the 
Olympic collector, especially the neophyte, into malting Intelligent judgments so that he 
can keep his collecting appropriate to his pocketbook and still find it a thoroughly en­
joyable hobby. 

For a number of months the official periodical of the American Philatelic Society has 
tried to educate collectors in general by presenting the facts on many debatable stamp Is­
sues around the globe. This effort uses five criteria to "black blot" undesirable issues; 
the educational principles involved are sincere, but there is still an element of subjec­
tive judgment. Within the last two or three months the same publication has announced 
plans to disapprove all Olympic issues from countries which are not members of the Inter­
national Olympic Committee. 

A thorough study of the IOC and its functi 
would seem to indicate that mere membership in 
standards for approval for issuance of Olympic 
three groupings of nations which are important 
tions who are actual members of the IOC. Then 
Committees are officially recognized by the IOC 
eligible to send teams or individuals to Olympi 
this creates a third category, those countries 
petition. 

ons with respect to any Olympic competition 
the IOC is too narrow a category, that the 
stamps are too severe. Basically there are 
in this consideration. First are those na-
come those countries whose National Olympic 

Members of both of these categories are 
; competitions. But not all of them do and 
which actually participate in a given com-

As of August 15, 1964, the International Olympic Committee included the following na­
tions as full-fledged members: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jugoslavia, Kenya, 
Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Arab Republic (Egypt), United 
States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. This roster now numbers fifty-three and ie taken from 
Pages 2-4 of Bulletin 87 of the International Olympic Committee. 

As of the same date the IOC recognized officially the National Olympic Committee of 
the following countries or territories as eligible for sponsorship of Olympic competitors: 
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Antilles, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belgium, Bermuda, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, Bulgaria, Burma, Cambodia, GamerooTas, 
Canada, Central Africa, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, China (Taiwan), Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Bcuador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Fin­
land, France, Germany (East and West), Ghana, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Jugoslavia, Kenya, Korea, Lebanon, Liberia, 
Libya, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Mon­
golia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger 
Republic, Nigeria, North Korea, Northern Rhodesia, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Rhodesia, Romania, Russia, Salvador, San 
Marino, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, "Spain, fndan, Surinam, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1964 



2 SOME OBJECTIVE METHODS OF DELIMITING OLYMPIC COLLECTIONS (Cont'd) 

Syria, Tanganyika, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Re­
public (Egypt), United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Viet Nam (South). This list num­
bers one hundred and sixteen; it is taken from Pages 5-9 of Bulletin 87 of the IOC. 

It is interesting to note that the basic requirement for recognition of a national 
Olympic Committee by the IOC involves that national committee's acceptance by five of the 
international federations which control International competition in various individual 
and team sports. Typical examples of these international federations include the Interna­
tional Amateur Athletic Federation, the International Federation of Amateur Basketball, 
the International Federation of Volleyball, etc. 

When _one -li-sts the countries actually participating in a given Olympic competition, 
the picture" changes greatly. According to Page 12 of Bulletin 86 of the IOC (May 15, 
1964) the following thirty-six nations were official participants in the recently-conclud­
ed Winter Olympic Games at Innsbruck: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (East and West combined), 
Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, Jugoslavia, Korea, Le­
banon, Liechtenstein, Mongolia, Netherlands, North Korea, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and the United States. 

To complete the picture, one needs an official entry list for the forthcoming Olympic 
Games in Tokyo. But apparently we must wait longer for that. As of August 18th of this 
year Chancellor Otto Mayer of the IOC advised that he could not supply the official entry 
list since he had not received it from the Japanese Organizing Committee. This delay, al­
though perhaps completely justified, points up the difficulty of using the category of ac­
tual competitors as a criterion in delimiting one's Olympic collection. The flood of new 
issues continues and prices climb steadily shortly after Issuance of many commemorative 
sets, but the determining list for qualification is not yet available. Whether the bor­
derline countries, which so frequently produce the debatable material, will actually have 
entries in the Games is not known. To buy or not to buy, that is the question. 

There you have the facts as to who belongs, who is eligible, and who competed at 
Innsbruck. The official competitors in Tokyo will be identified in due time. What you 
cnoose to do with the information is your own personal decision. 

REPORT FROM RIMINI 

- Ernest Trory -

(Editor's note: Although those of us in the United States and Canada did not know a 
great deal about the recent International Sports Philatelic Exhibition in Rimini as It de­
veloped, the following account gives us an excellent idea of the scope and success of the 
project. It appeared originally in issue 16 of Ernest Trory's "Olympic Philatelist" and 
is reprinted, with minor editing, through the kind permission of Editor Trory. Our author 
(SPI 148) is a charter member of SPI and is well known for his monthly publication, "Olym­
pic Philatelist" and his serial work "A Philatelic History of the Olympic Games", of which 
Part Five will be available very soon.) 

"Verso Tokyo 1964" was held in Rimini's Municipal Theatre and for two short weeks in­
cluded some of the finest collections of Olympic stamps in the world. Judging centered 
around the office suite of the Centro Internazionale dl Filatella Sportlva. The panel of 
judges included Carlo Condarelli of Italy (SPI 535), Chairman, Joseph Schneider (Switzer­
land), Ernest Trory (England), Imre Varadi (Hungary), Folker Weiss (West Germany), Egidlo 
Pennati (Italy), and Pietro Olmi (Italy). 

A feature of the exhibition was the number of collections from such countries as Po­
land, Hungary, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Romania, and Russia. Generally 
speaking, the offerings from the East European countries were not of such a high standard 
as those from the West. But it was encouraging to see them, many beautifully displayed 
and presented. What they lacked was the older material and the philatelic studies which 
characterized the more mature exhibits. In this respect the Italians seem to have rather 
more than the fair share of the early Greek classics. 

The Grand Prix was unanimously awarded to Gugllemo Barettoni for his exhibit of early 
Greek Olympic Games stamps, many values of which were in complete sheets. A Gold Medal 
of Honour was also presented unanimously to Georges Papastefanou, founder of the Histori­
cal Museum of the Olympic Games in Olympia, for his world-wide efforts in the cause 
of Olympic Games and sports philately. 

In its turn, the Olympic Games Museum awarded a Gold Medal and Diploma of Honour to 
myself for the most complete exhibit of the first two Greek Olympic issues of 1896 and 
1906 which included studies of the 25 lepta and 60 lepta values and of the five forged 
values of the 1896 issue. I was also awarded a Gold Medal In the Hors Concours Class and 
a Silver Gilt Medal for my publication "A Philatelic History of the Olympic Games. I was 
not, of course, judging the Literature Class and readers will appreciate that the Olympic 
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Games Museum made its award entirely independently of the jury of the exhibition. 

Of the nine Gold Medals awarded in the competitive classes, six went to Italians and 
one each to a Greek, a Pole, and an Hungarian. Of the five Silver Cups awarded, two went 
to Italians and the other three to West Germans. The Italians picked up seven Silver Gilt 
Medals of the eighteen awarded; the East Germans took three; the Swiss exhibitors took 
two; and one each went to a Spaniard, A. Czech, a Turk, a Russian, and an exhibitor from 
the Philippines. 

In the Literature Class the awards were split among seven countries. The only Gold 
Medal went to Fabian Bura (SPI 216) of Poland. The two Silver Gilt Medals went to Great 
Britain and Hungary. 

As the only English-speaking exhibitor, I want to make an appeal to the Englishmen 
and Americans among our readers to participate in the next Olympic Games Exhibition held 
on the continent. Preparations are already in hand for an even bigger exhibition to be 
held in Poznan, Poland, in 1966. I am, of course, anxious that Great Britain should be 
better represented and that Americans should also consider sending their stamps for exhi­
bition. 

MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS 

- Jim Hughes -

Part Four 

Dumbadze, Nima Russia 

1952 Women's discus throw (bronze medal) 

Czechoslovakia 467 

Nima set her world record toss of 187' lg" at Tiblis, Russia, on Octo­
ber 18, 1952, but could do no better than third place at the Helsinki Games 
earlier that year. Her Russian teammate, Nina Romaschkova, won the event 
with a 168' 8t" heave to knock some thirty-one feet off the old Olympic mark. 

Dumltrescu, Ion Romania 

I960 Trap shooting 

Romania 1454 

Dumltrescu won this event at the S. S. Lazio Shooting Range by scoring 192 of a poss­
ible 200 to best Galliano Rossini of Italy, who had 191 of 200. Sergey Kalinin of Russia 
was third with a 190/200 score. 

Dumi tru. Alex 

1956 Canoeing 

Romania 1457 

Dumitru, with his partner Slmion .Ismailciuc, won this 1000-meter Canadian Doubles 
event with a time of 4:47.4 on the Lake Wendouire course from canoeists from ten other na­
tions. 
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Ferre lra da S i l v a , Adhemar Brazil 

1952 Running hop, step, and jump (53' 2.59") 
1956 Running hop, step, and jump (53* 7-5") 

Dominican Republic C102 and CB6 

At the 1952 Games, on a wholesale record-breaking day, this colorful Brazilian was 
the most productive performer of them all. Six times he took off into space and four 
times he broke existing world records, finally leaving the mark at 53' 2.59". At the Mel­
bourne Games he went on to further heights in successfully defending his title, but had 
unexpected competition from Iceland's first Olympic medalist, Vilhjulmur Einarsson. 

Frlgerio, Ugo Italy 

1920 Walking—3,000 meters (13:14.2) 

1924 
1932 

Walking—10,000 meters (48:06.2) 
Walking—10,000 meters (47:49-0) 
Walking—50,000 meters (bronze medal) 

Dominican Republic C98, CB2, and CB17 

The "Jolly Italian" proved himself to be the world's greatest walker, winning with 
ease in 1924 when all but one of his competitors had either been cautioned or eliminated 
for running. In 1932 he finished behind the Englishman, Thomas Green, and the Latvian, 
James Dalinsh, in the inaugural 50,000-meter event through the streets of Los Angeles. 
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Frimari, Oskari Finland 

1924 Wrestling—Greco-Roman (lightweight) 

Finland B69 

Friman was one of three Finns to win Greco-Roman titles and one of four Finnish 
wrestlers to win Olympic championships at Paris in 1924, where they copped one-third of 
the wrestling titles on the program. 
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Furukawa, Masura Japan 

1956 Swimming—200-meter breaststroke (2:34.7) 

Dominican Republic 526 and B35 

Furukawa gave Japan its first Olympic aquatic victory in twenty years; in the process 
he clipped more than seven seconds off the old Olympic record in this event. He had set 
a world record of 2:31.0 for this event in Tokyo on October 1, 1955. 
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J»| Gronberg, Axel Sweden 

Wre stling—Greco-Roman (middlewe1ght) 
Wrestling—Greco-Roman (middleweight) 

Turkey 986 

Gronberg was one of five Swedish wrestlers to capture Greco-Roman ti­
tles at the 1948 Games. At Helsinki he became the first Swede to defend 
successafully his crown in this event. He is shown on this Turkish stamp in 
competition with the Turk, Yasar Dogu. 

Hall, Lars Sweden 

1952 Modern pentathlon (32.0 points) 
1956 Modern pentathlon (4,833 points) 

Dominican Republic 479 and B6 
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It is interesting to note that this five-sport Olympic event has been pretty much a 
Swedish affair; since Its inception in 1912 only twice (in 1936 an- I960) has a Swede-
failed to win the individual championship. Hall did not, however, lead the Swedish team 
to victory either time for the Hungarian team won in 1952 and the Russians in 1956. 

Happe, Ursula Germany 

1956 Swimming—women's 200-meter breaststroke (2:53.0) 

Dominican Republic C117 and CB23 

This German mermaid became only the second woman to win an Olympic aqautlc title for 
her country; both competed In this same event. She bested Eva Sekely of Hungary by three-
tenths of a second. 
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SPORT & OLYMPIC 

MAIL AUCTION 
CLOSING DATE - NOV. 9, 1964 

Biggest Sports Auction ever held.Over 
1000 mint lots,plus 500 diff.F.D.C. 
Also used, blocks,labels,collections. 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY TO DAY 

Roland Rindsfioj 
WANT LIST SERVICE 

) 
P. O. BOX 3 0 2 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE M O N T E B E L L O , C A L I F . 90641 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES 

SPI and SPOP member scores a t Rimini exh ib i t ion . Pablo M. Esperidion (SPI 157), sec -
r e t a r y of the Sports P h i l a t e l i s t s of the Ph i l ipp ines , received a spec ia l award (a s i l v e r -
g i l t medal) for h i s exh ib i t a t the recently-concluded i n t e r n a t i o n a l Sports P h i l a t e l i c Ex­
h i b i t i o n "Verso Tokyo 1964" in Rimini, I t a l y . His prize-winning exh ib i t covered the 
h i s to ry of the d i f fe ren t spor t s popular in the Ph i l i pp ines . I t included Phi l ippine spor ts 
slogan cance l l a t ions and many covers autographed by Phi l ippine spor ts s t a r s and other i n ­
ternat ionally-known a t h l e t e s who have competed in the Ph i l ipp ines . Congratulations to 
you, Pablo. 



NEWS. OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES (Cont'd)' 7 

Report on the SOOSO track cover project. The Sports Collectors of Southern Califor­
nia report that their project of a two-color cachet honoring the recent U.S.A.-U.S.S.R. 
track meet was a complete success. The proceeds of the project were voted to the United 
States Olympic Fund and the California Striders, an amateur track club in the Los Angeles 
area. 

Other recent doings of SOOSC. Guest speaker John P. Jesse (SPI 429) discussed weight 
lifting on stamps. He pointed out that there have been thirty-one stamps Issued depicting 
that sport. The preparation of colored slides illustrating the more interesting and unus­
ual sports stamps is a project now being considered by this active group. 

Expiration of memberships. 
year now getting underway. The 
they Join the "has-been" group: 

Some of our former members won't be with us for our third 
following will have to get on the ball with a renewal lest 

Nos. 483-89 
Nos. 1-237 and 490-502 
Nos. 238-81 and 503-16 

July 31st 
August 31st 
September 1st 

Membership changes (to August 1st) 

Additions: 

576 Kraszerski, Maryann, Box 479 Meriden, Conn. 06453 
577 Meeks, Thomas, 532 W. 145th St., Apt. 6, New York, N. Y. 10031 (GS 

C.S.PC) 
578 Pagllano, John W., 1770 Eddy St., San Francisco, Calif. (GS: :C,PC) 
579 English, George T., Sierra Itambe 2, Mexico 10 D.F., Mexico (GS: 
580 Guerin, Rev. Philip, 653 W. 37th St., Chicago, 111. 60609 (GS: :C 

Change of address: 

:.l 
91 Hansen, John M., 5224 Blvd. Place, Indianapolis, Ind. 46208 
367 Kawamura, Shode, 348 St. Cloud Road, Los Angeles, Calif. 90024 
79 La Porta, John, 1412 S. 58th Ct., Cicero, ill. 60650 
481 McLean, Daniel, 326 W. Dawn Drive, Modesto, Calif. 95350 
559 Peterson, Lyle W., 10241 Wiley-Burke, Downey, Calif. 90241 
438 Philatelic Literature Association, Box 187, Canajoharle, N. Y. 13317 
272 Roulston, A. Lee, 31 Allerton St., Plymouth, Mass. 02360 
236 Thivlerge, Paul-Emile, 446 16th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
492 Williamson, Capt. and Mrs. R. W., 2nd MSL BN, 30th ARTY, Fort Sill, 

Okla. 

Death: 

143 Zych, George G. 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

WANT LIST SERVICE 

The Company Thats 
on the Mow! 

For the Beginner — For the Specialist 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT STAMPS 

10613 Rochester Avenue 

Los Angeles 24, California 
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President: Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California 
Vice-Pres: F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Sec-Treas: Leonard K. Eichorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
Director : Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St.,. San Antonio 23, Texas 

Sports Philatelists International is an Independent, non-profit organization dedicat­
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing 
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of International un­
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. Its activities 
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its members. All 
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately". 
The dues for regular membership are $3-00 per year. Membership applications may be ob­
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington. 

Managing Editor 
Assoc. Editors 

Editorial Comm. 

Advertising Mgrs, 

Publisher 

"journal of Sports Philately" 

Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 
F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York 
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California 
Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York 6, New York 
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 
Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 
William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York 
17, New York 

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the Individual authors; they 
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi­
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted In this publication are from 
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise. 
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy in good faith, re­
serving the right to reject objectionable material. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Our "Journal of Sports Philately" is now one issue into its third year. Very likely 
the third year in a project such as this is the most crucial one. And since "JSP" is so 
vital to SPI, this third year of "JSP" is also terribly crucial to SPI. 

Frankly, going as objective as possible, this issue came hard—not because there 
wasn't a decent supply of material for inclusion, but Just because I simply didn't have 
the time to put things together effectively and even reasonably on time. It's going to be 
a tough fight! 

Our "Olympiana" column is in trouble. It requires a steady flow of short articles to 
keep it alive. They haven't been coming in, even in this very busy Olympic year, so the 
column is floundering badly and may not make any more appearances. Can't someone apply 
artificial respiration? 

/s/ Bob 

SPORTS GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION 
NEW! bigger ... better ...more complete than ever! 
all mint stamps-most imperf. sets-miniature sheets-miniature collective sheets 

de luxe sheets-proofs essays-vignettes 

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75c 

HENRY TRACHTENBERG 
115 rue ROCHE 

IVRY - SEINE - PRANCE 
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Summer is over and Sports Philatelists International is now starting on its third 
year in our chosen hobby. I do hope that you had a very enjoyable vacation. For better 
or for worse, you have elected a new slate of officers for the next two years and they are 
now at the helm. 

I hope that a good number of you have written to Bill Stoms for a prospectus of the 
New Mexico show where SPI will be giving its first award. I have seen this trophy; let me 
assure you that it would be a very nice item to have on one's desk. 

While you are writing to Bill I hope that you will ask him to send you some of our 
sales book pages so that you can get rid of those duplicates which make you mad at your­
self for buying. I know of no better way of getting extra cash to help buy the many new 
items they have been issuing lately! 

Also don't forget to look over the auction pages in the August and forthcoming Issues 
and to submit your bids promptly. The chances aro that you will find many items which are 
missing from your collection. 

The last few months have been a very trying time for the workers of SPI. Our editor 
changed both his position and his address. Our new secretary-treasurer also moved his 
abode and your president is getting ready to make a move up on the desert. As you know, 
this is all just the work of a love for a hobby; I am asking each and every one of you to 
please bear with us while we are getting settled and back in stride. 

I would like to see some of our members take time to supply our editor with a list of 
Olympic labels; Olympic cancellations; known artist's proofs, deluxe sheets, trial proofs, 
and color proofs, and errors; and imperforate varieties. Another very interesting list 
which requires preparation is that of commercially-used covers. And still another needed 
list, virtually unlimited, is that of sports cancellations. 

Let me say once more that your officers and co-workers want to help you with your 
collections. Anywhere you feel you can lend a helping hand, please feel free to do so 
even if it is just a suggestion or a bit of criticism which you feel is constructive. 

/s/ Larry 

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT 

- Fred Farr -

Tip of the month—Cyprus 234. On May 5. 1964, the Republic of Cyprus overprinted the 
10, 30, 40, 50, and 100 mils denominations of its recent definitive set, using the United 
Nations emblem for the overprint. This new set is of interest to all sports collectors 
because the 40 mils denomination shows skiing on Mount Troodos. Incidentally, the 50 mils 
value depicts the gymnasium ruins at Salamis, but this was a school and not a place where 
athletic events took place. All orders for these stamps were cut by forty per cent and 
the set was sold out on the day of issue. Pierson Ostrow, the noted Italian-area special­
ist, has authoritatively estimated that only 110,000 sets were issued. Get this set im­
mediately, both mint and on first-day cover. Remember that these stamps are desired not 
only by sports philatelists, but also by all collectors of Greece and by a vast host of 
collectors of European stamps. 

Austria 394-97- On June 13, 1945, just one month after the end of World War II, the 
provisional government of Austria overprinted four values of Nazi Germany's semi-postal 
stamps. Only #396 is of interest to sports collectors because it was originally Issued in 
1944 in honor of the Brown Ribbon horse race, hald annually at Munlsh (Germany B283). 
Wholesalers do not offer this set and few dealers can supply it; those dealers who can of­
fer the set ask #3.00 or more for it. These stamps were valid only until July 2, 1945; 
hence they had a postal validity of less than one month—if you can find a commercially-
used cover of this set, you are really lucky! Collectors in Germany want this set and 
they are driving up the price, so get it now. 

Austria 618. Issued in 1957 to honor Austria's Himalayan mountain-climbing expedi­
tion, this stamp depicts Mount Gasherbrum II ("Beautiful Mountain") and there is nothing 
distinguished about the stamp. Although some two million copies were issued, most were 
used up on commercial mall. Wholesalers ask 18^ for this stamp, which also happens to be 
the current retail price; so the retail price must soon advance to 30^ or so. it's cheap, 
so why not get your copy now? 

Austria 631. This stamp is a little bit more attractive than #618 and it too depicts 
a mountain, Graukogel ("Gray Dome"). This stamp was issued in 1958 to commemorate the Al­
pine Ski Championships, held at Badgasteln. This time the printing was increased to three 
million copies, so this stamp is not likely ,to become scarce. Current retail is about 
equal to wholesale prices, being approximately 20^. Buy now before your dealer is forc­
ed to raise his price. 


