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STAMPING OUT RUGBY AROUND THE WORLD
= A. G. K. Leonard -

The two stamps issued in South Africa on May 8th to mark the 75th anniversary of that
country's Rugby Board are the latest additions to a steadily expanding sports theme. With
previous contributions from places as diverse as FiJi and South Korea, Japan and Romania,
they testify to the growlng world wide popularity of the game which traces 1its origin back
to the historic day in 1823 recorded by a wall tablet at the famous Rugby School in Eng-
land; this tablet "commemorates the exploit of William Webb Ellis, who, with a fine disre-
gard of the rules of football as played in his time, first took the ball in his arms and
ran with 1t, thus originating the distinctive feature of the Rugby game”.

The early history of rugby in South Africa is uncertain, but it was probably first
. played there between teams of British regiments at the time of the Zulu and Kaffir wars.
The Winchester version of the game was introduced to the young men of Cape Town by Rev. G.
Ogilvie, educated at Winchester College, who went out there in 1858. As the game spread
to other towns, the first local governing body was formed 4in 1883, the Western Province
Rugby Union, which today has a magnificent ground at Newlands, Cape Town. The Transvaal
Rugby Union, which since 1927 has had i1ts headquarters at Ellis Park, Johannesburg, was
established in 1888. The following year saw the creation of the South African Rugby Board

to act as the supreme governing body for the various local unions.

The new stamps celebrate 1ts 75th anniversary. In
large format, one horizontal and the other vertical, they
depict respectively the Board's official badge--a springbok
with the oval ball at its feel--and an action scene of a
player diving across the line to score a try. On sale at
all post offices for three months, they are in the 2 1/2
and 12 1/2 cent denominations covering the internal and
overseas alrmail letter rates and have been widely noticed
by all correspondents.

Distinctive pictorial circular date stamps showing the Board's badge and
the outlines of goal posts were used on first-day covers handled at Cape Town
and Johannesburg on May 8th.

Rugby in South Africa has developed greatly during the past seventy-five years and
the national team of "Springboks" now ranks among the world champions--a far cry from
their first tour of Great Britain in 1891 (financed by Cecil Rhodes) when $hey did not win
a single one of their nineteen matches.

ward named Malakai Labaibure, taken by
Charles and Inez Stinson of Suva, win=-
ners of a competition sponsored by the
local General Post Office. It is the
only stamp to portray an identifiable
individual player, although really in-
tended to represent the game generally.

The only other territory in the
English-speaking world to give rughy
its official Post Office "stamp of ap-
proval™ was FijJi in 1951, on one of
that year's pair of Health stamps=--the
2d + 1d value (Scott B2). This at-

. tractive semi-postal derived 1its de-
sign from photographs of a Fijian for-

Rufby was 1introduced into the. RPA I § ministrative officers and other white
FiJi Islands at the beginning of the [plEEEEE residents. The Fijians are natural
century by British and New Zealand ad=- athletes and the rough and tumble of
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2 STAMPING OUT RUGBY AROUND THE WORLD (Cont'd) ’ .

rugby appealed to theilr warrior nature; so it.soon became popular--often played without
boots and with rules somewhat flexiblel The game 18 now well organized. The Fljians be-
gan playing "tests" against the Tongans forty years ago and thelr standard of play, 4in
fast open style, has reached a high level. They took to boots in 1938 when the New Zea=-
land Maori ™All Blacks" paid their first visit to Fiji; thence then, the Fijians have ex-
changed frequent tours with New Zealand and Australia, proving great crowd-drawers and
greatly enhancing the appeal of the game in that part of the world.

If Fi)1 was the second to put rugby on a stamp, Romanla led
the way seven years earlier. Despite unfavorable war-time condi-§ R.PROMINA
tions, the Romanian authorities produced a special issue in 1944
to honor the 30th anniversary of the country's Rugby Association
(Scott B245). 1In large vertical format, 1t gave a striking pic-
ture of a player shaping to pass and was sold at a premium of 184
leli over its 16 lel postal value in aid of rugby funds.

Romania is the only country to have issued two separate rug-

FRRUGAY by stamps. The second (Scott 1294) was the 1.55 lei denomination of the mul-
ti=-colored set of nine produced in 1959 illustrating various sports in which
the Romanians had won international success that year; it also marked the
Golden Jubilee of rugby there, the game having been introduced in 1909 by a group of stu=-
dents returning to Bucharest from Paris, where they had played it with their French com-
panions.

At first there were only enough to make up two teams for friendly matches, but sup=-
port grew; enthusiasm was not dampened by severe defeats of the national teams such as a
61=3 rout by France in the 1924 Olympic Games at Paris. Since the war Romanian rugby has
enjoyed a spirited revival, there now being some 150 active clubs. In the international
sphere Romania, having been narrowly defeated by France in 1957 by a score of 18 to 15,
achieved a tremendous success in 1960 by beating the same opponents 1l to 5 before a
cheering 100,000 capacity crowd at Bucharest.

France, of course, is one of the major rugby strongholds, so
ety it was only right that the game should be featured on one of her
i*l;'5 » 1956 quartet devoted to French national sports. This attractive,
1 w0 large fifty-franc stamp (Scott 803), colorful in violet and pur-
§ ple, offers quite the most spirited and realistic rugby scene
avallable to the sports philatelist. The same stamp WwWas also
overprinted for use in Reunion (Scott 320).

Although not yet as strong-
ly established as in Roman=-
ia, rugby is by no means a
negligible force 1in Czech
sport and the national team
has to its credit several wins over
other countries. An indication of the
universality of the game was given in
1961, when the International Amateur
Rugby Federation held its 19th annual
35th anniversary of the introduction congress 1in Prague, this Dbeing the
of rugby football into that country. first time it had met "behind the Iron
Curtain”. Rugby is now played in more than thirty countries throughout the world.

Much more impres-
sionistic was the version
of a tackle presented in
lively poster style, the
work of academic artist
Ivan Strnad, on the one-=koruna value
(Scott 1027) of the 1961 sports series
from Ozechoslovakia. The players seem
as 1f they are about to slither right
off the stamp, which commemorated the

CESKOSLOVENSKO

589, printed alternately in the same
sheet with 590). There are, in fact,
more rugby clubs in Japan than in Eng-
land, the home of the game, for Japan
boasts mnearly 1,300 teams and 30,000
players, all in the membership of the
Japan Rugby Football Union, <formed
thirty-seven years ago.

Western followers of the game
might not think of "the Land of the
Rising Sun" as a rugby stronghold,
but 1t was not inappropriate for the
Japanese to accord +the game parity
with jJudo on the pair of stamps re-
leased in 1953 in connection with the
8th National Athletic Meeting (Scott

Rugby was lntroduced into Japan in 1899 at Keio University by Professor E. B. Clarke,
an ex-Cambridge scholar, and Mr. Ginnosuka Tanaka, who had graduated at Cambridge and
Played rugby there. 1In the years before and after the first World War rugby spread to nu=-
merous Japanese schools and unlversities. 1In 1925 Mr. Shigeru Kayama, a leading figure in
Japanese rugby, accompanied Prince Chichibu to England, where they studied the organiza-
tion of the game and attended the famous Oxford=-Cambridge "Varsity Match" at Twickenham.
2n th;ir Igtu:n they founded—the Japan Rugby Football Union, of which +the Prince was Fa-

ron-President.

In the 19308 Japanese teams exchanged tours with Canadian, Australian, and New Zea-
land sides. The war clouds in the Far East obscured the game during the next decade, but
these international contacts have now been resumed and the post-war revival was signaled
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ny triumphant tours of Oxford and Cambridge University teams in 1952-53. Although the
Japanese may not win many of their matéhes against heavier overseas opponents, they seem
to *have captured the true rugby spirit.

program) to publicize +the 44th Na=-

It 1s doubtless +the Japanese
tional Games. Neatly printed in

influence Which has extended rugby f OU2RI=eE - _—7§

to Korea, of which philatelic evi=- 4, /s § three colors, it featured an ath-
dence was given 1last October when ,g lete carrying an Olympic-style torch
the postal authorities of the Re- I alongside a group of rugby players
public of (South) Korea »released a wes 104 in action. The recent i1ssue carries

»
A& oo {tne Scott designation of 412.

special stamp (a late addition to gggﬂmm

the previously announced year's

Thus there are already enough rugby stamps to command a colorful and significant page
in the toplcal sports parade and, with rugby galning new adherents in many lands, the fu-
ture will doubtless see further additions to this expanding sports-philatelic theme.

SPI AWARD NOW AVAILABLE FOR EXHIBITIONS
- Bill Stoms =

SPI announces the introduction of the
SPI Award. This new award will be offered
for the best sports exhibit in a standard
exhibition and will make its debut in New
Mexico this coming November.

The award consists of a coin--rather
a reproduction of a coin--imbedded in a
clear plastic tray of about 3™ x 5" in
size; +the tray has a name tag to identify
the show and the year. The coin 1is a
decadrachm of Syracuse, a Greek city on
the island of Sicily. The original copy
of this coin is in the British Museum and
a description can be found in the publica-
tion of the Trustees of the British Museum
called "A Guide to the Principal Coins of
the Greeks".

This source states: "This specimen is
one of the earliest of the so-called “‘me-
dallions' of Syracuse, the most popularly
admired of ancient r"coins. The armour
stands for prizes given; 1t 1s now gener=-
ally agreed that it i1s the armour taken <from the Athenians defeated at the battle of the
Assinarus, when the Athenian expedition finally came to grief. This armour was given as
prizes at the Assinarian Games which were celebrated by the Syracusans from 412 B. C. on-
ward in commemoration of their victory, and the coins themselves were used for money".

In order to qualify for this award, one must enter the exhibit and actually display
his sports materlal. The show will be held in Alamogordo, New Mexico, on November 8-8th;
this 1s the annual exhibit of the New Mexico Philatelic Association. Due to the regional
nature of the exhibit, several changes have been made in the standard rules to accommodate
the exhibitors competing for this award. The usual rules permit exhibits by (1) members
of the NMPA and the Rocket City Stamp Club, regardless of residence, and (2) by any resi=-
dent of New Mexlco, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, and Utah. This geographical limi-
tation has been lifted for the SPI Award, but entries not meeting these basic requirements
will not be eligible for "Best of Show" or "Reserve"--second best of show. All other
a:ards can be won by exhibitors from outside this geographical area if they qualify other-
wise.

All show rules must be observed; a copy of these rules will be mailed with each ap-
plication. To relieve the Rocket City Stamp Club of the work this award will require, en-
tries should be malled directly to William D. Stoms, 2161 A 36th Street, Los Alamos, N.
M. The frames will be prepared, delivered to the exhibition, and picked up at the end of
the show and finally the exhibits will be mailed to0 their owner with any awards and a pro-
gram. Insurance 1s provided while the material is under preparation and on display. Jud-
ging will be by the regular show judges using the standard criteria for the show; their
Judgment will be final. At least five exhibitors must compete for the award to be given.

This will be the first offering of this award and, if successful, will be repeated at
selected exhibits. The only restrictions are that show Judges must select the winner us-
ing the exhibit's rules for Judging and that five or more exhibitors must compete. It is
not required that a winner be an SPI member.

The purpose of this award is two-fold. First, it is an excellent way to make our or=-
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ganization and topic better known to the general collector. Second, 1t will offer incenm-
tive to superlor collectors to enter high-quality material. The ultimate goals are a lar-
ger, more active membership in SPI and a chance to exhiblt in competition with other fine
collections of sport philately.

A8 stated above, this 1s a first trial. It will be a success only 1if you enter the
exhibition. The cost is nominal--only one dollar per frame if you compete in this class
only. If you live in the area where exhibits are accepted, the price is determined by the
class of membership. As many as five frames may be exhibited, each frame holding eight
sheets of 8%" x 11" pages. The glass size is 24" x 36" with frames displayed with the
36=inch edge horizontal.

If you will exhibit in this show, please contact Bill Stoms as soon as possible as it
will give the Rocket City Stamp Club and myself a chance to prepare for anything unexpect-
ed. For those SPI members who are precancel collectors, NMPA is an excellent source of
precancels from New Mexico as all bulletins are mailed with desirable New Mexico precan-
cels. Membership also qualifies one for "Best of Show" and "Reserve" awards. If you have
any questions, do not hesitate to write as we want this award to be a big success and a
big boost for SPI membership.

METHODS OF INVENTORYING A STAMP COLLECTION
- Joseph E. Schirmer -

In talking to various philatelists, I am genuinely amazed that so few have a really
suitable lnventory of their collections. I believe that the majority of collectors fail
to realize the importance of a well-planned inventory.

If most collectors lost their collections through either fire or theft, they would be
at least eighty-five per cent incorrect in trying to 1list their losses. While most col-
lections are not insured (and this is a deplorable situation); if one wants insurance, he
must submit a complete and accurate inventory and a second copy of his inventory should
be kept in a safe place of his own choosing.

What method to use in an inventory is open to discussion, much depending on the indi-
vidual collector--what he collects, how specialized the collection, etc. Inventorying a
collection 18 a personal matter, like getting a haircut; so I'll merely suggest some meth-
ods and let the individual collector decide what is best for his particular needs.

I strongly suggest that, before making an inventory, the collector give comnsiderable
thought as to what he wants to know about his collection and what the insurance require-
ments, 1f any, happen to be.

Regardless of what system is used, I recommend that the following data be included:

a. Country name

b. Date of issue

¢. Catalogue number

d. Condition--mint or used

e. Form--single, block, plate block, sheet, first-day cover, proof, etc.
f. Actual cost and catalogue value

g. General data on the issue

h. Description of error or variety if applicable

i. Certification by an expert if applicable

J+ Other miscellaneous data as the collector sees fit

All of this will involve considerable work and time; but, once completed, will be re-
latively simple to keep updated. Merely add the data as other stamps are acquired and
then keep the inventory in a safe place.

Typlcal methods of listing the inventory data include:

a. Card system--use eilther a standard 3" x 5" or larger card and keep in either
a metal or cardboard file cabinet

b. Catalogue system=--mark your catalogue with suitable symbols. Many dealers
publish specialized lists; these are ideal for use in this system.

c. Notebook system--use any good three-ring binder of a size most suitable to
you. The pages can be typed, printed, or mimeographed to your specific re-
quirements.

I use a standard notebook with printed pages containing the irformation suggested above.
There are other methods and systems; but any one of the techniques listed above, or com-
bination thereof, should meet the requirements of the majority of collectors.

Make an inventory of your collectlon by whatever method you choose, but make that in-
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ventory now. It may pay dividends when'you least expect 1it.
If you have new twists in your method of setting up and maintaining the inventory of

your holdings, please write to me in care of Editor Bob Bruce so that we may share your
special technigues with other SPI members.

MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS
~ Jim Hughes =
Part Three

gourtney, Thomas United States

1956 Running=--800 meters (1:47.7)
Relay=--4 x 400-meters (3:04.8)

Dominican Republic 0106 and CBl3

Courtney made such a superhu-
man effort in winning the 800-meter
event that the victory ceremony had
to be delayed an hour so that he could recuperate. He bested the Britisher, Derek John-
son, by only a foot in an extraordinary finish to an extraordinary race. He also anchored
the winning 1600-meter relay team, running his lay in 45.8 seconds.

Oranz, Christel Germany
1936 Skiing=--women's Alpine combined
Austria B140
Christel was the outstanding pre-war women's Alpine skier, having won
twelve world titles from 1934 to 1939. The irony of her being deplicted on

this stamp 1s that it was issued +to commemorate a ski meet which had been
held in protest to the Olympic Committee's ruling on amateurism.

Cuthbert, Betty Australia

1956 Running--women's 100-meter dash 11.53
women's 200-meter dash (23.4
Relay--women's 4 x 100-meters (44.5)

Dominican Republic 480 and B7

This 1l8=-year old Australian flash anchored the 400-meter relay team to a new world
and Olympic record and, in so doing, won her third gold medal. This lissome lass earlier
had set new Olympic marks in the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes to the delight of the Aus-
sie crowd. Bouncing Betty also set world records in the 200-meter dash (23.2) on Sept.
16, 1956, and in the 60-meter dash (7.2) on February 27, 1960.

Danielsen, Egil Norway

1956 Javelin throw (281' 2 1/4")

Dominican Republic 481 and B8
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This Norweglan electrician upset the favorite and the then world record-holder,
Janusz Sidlo, to become Norway's first athlete to win a gold medal in thirty-six years of
Olympic track and field competition. Danielsen electrified the crowd on his third-from-
the-last try with a throw good for a new world record and, of course, a new Olympic mark.
This proved to be the outstanding record-making effort of the Melbourne Games.

Note the cover illustrating
the previous entry

de Coubertin, Baron Plerre France
1912 PFine arts--literature
France 817

The originator of the modern Olympic Games, who had awarded hundreds of gold medals,
was the reciplent of one himself at Stockholm in 1912. In the Fine Arts contests his "Ode
to Sport", entered under the pseudonyms of Georg Heherd and M. Eschbach, won the litera-
ture prize. Other stamps portraying Baron de Coubertin include German Democratic Repub-
lic 635, Haiti Bl, CBl=-2, 464, Bl8, Cl63, and 0B28, Hungary 1498, Paraguay (set of five
deplcting Baron de Coubertin and a high jumper--SGl091-85), and San Marino 427 and Cl06.

NILHOV N3F31

DEN FRIEDEN

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN 18631937

@)

AN~
(o508

CERIED “H.‘!w[

-
Delany, Ron Ireland
1956 Running=--1500 meters (3:41.2)
Dominican Republic 485 and Bl3-4

In all of history there had never been a faster field than the ome which lined up for
the "Olympic Mile" at the Melbourne Games, for five of the twelve contestants had previ=-
ously broken the magic four-minute barrier. The 2l-year o0ld Irishman--who was the young-
est man in the field--came from tenth position in the tightly bunched field during the

last lap to win by five yards. fhe Gallogin Gael, - who was an undergraduate at Villanova
University, sprinted to an unbellevable las quarter of 54,2 to best the great Aussie fa-
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vorite, John Landy (who finished third), and to establish a new Olympic record.

R PUBLICA DOMINchNA REPUSBLICA DOMINICANA
¢ coRrgeo! cmnol >

Didrickson, Mildred United States

1932 Running=--women's 80-meter hurdles (11.7)
Women's Javelin throw (143" 4%)
High jump (silver medal)

Dominican Republic €99, CB3, and CB1l8
The "Babe" became the first woman athlete to win a double in the Olympic Games and
missed by only a quarter-of-an-inch in the high jump of becoming a triple winner. As Mrs.

George Zaharias she went on to greater heights in the world of golf and to galn recogni-
tlon as one of the world's greatest all-time woman athletes.

PUBLICA DOMINICANA 3

PUBLICA DOMINICANAi PUBLICA DOMINICANA

Dogu, Yasar Turkey
1948 Wrestling--~free style (welterweight)
Turkey 986
(Continued on Page 10)

B —
e e e
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Vic Wallly, Box 26S, Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119: Austria Olympic set $1.70, on
three FDCs $2.95; ten special postmarks on plain covers $3.50, on cacheted covers $4.50,
on official covers $6.00; older issues in stock; subscribe now for all coming and Tokyo

issues.

(Editor's note: The classified advertising rate is 2¢ per word; names and addresses
are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster,
Ohio.)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

SPI's second annual spring auction is now almost a matter of history. By the time
this reaches the membership, most of Bill's accounts will be closed; satisfied buyers will
have added items to their collections and satisfied sellers will have disposed profitably
of a few duplicates. Thanks are due all of you who participated one way or another, but
our speclal thanks go to Bill Stoms who gives so freely of his time +to make our auctions
runctionfsmoothly. Would that our sales department were as popular and as much a tribute
to his effortz!

Our third year begins on September lst. The directors have decided +to authorize an
auction early in the fiscal year as well as the usual one held in the sprinf of our first
two years. This declision is prompted by the highly respectable material already on hand
for a new auction, by the desires of a few members to unload special duplicate material
prior to the usual spring auction, and by the feeling +that our auctions are well enough
accepted by our membership to Justify two auctions a year.

There are some drawbacks to scheduling this fall auction. 1In order to finish it com=-
pletely before the Christmas season, it must be started now. Accordingly, the deadline
for submission of lots will be September 5th; this comes perilously close to the summer
vacation season, but it cannot be helped.

The auction catalogue will be published 4in the October issue of "JSP". Since this
will not allow overseas members much time to get in their bids, it is suggested that those
overseas members who take an active interest in our auctions make special arrangements
with Bill Stoms to get an airmail oop{ of the catalogue. We regret the squeeze for time
for these members, but can devise no better way to accommodate them fairly.

Bill reports that the proportion of donated lots fell off considerably in the recent-
ly=-completed auction. It 1s this particular phase which nets a tidy profit for SPI and
makes possible our broad range of services, especially a full-size "JSP". So select a few
lots and send them in as donations to the cause when you mail Bill your consigned materi=
al. His address is 2161 A 36th St., Los Alamos, N. M. If you have trouble arranging and
cataloguing your material for auction, Bill still volunteers to do the bulk of the work
for you. Get your lots ready for Bill; the reminder in the August issue of "JSP" won't
give you much working time. So do it now.



EDITORIAL COMMENT 9

The May issue of "JSP", which ghould haye reached our North American members 1long
enough &ago to have permitted responses by the time of this writing, contained several
challenges which may affect rather drastically the future of SPI and its offerings to 1its
members. I refer to the following:

1. George Kobylka's letter-to-the-editor suggesting that SPI adopt some method
of screening the so=-called sports issues, recommending those which seem to have been is=-
sued on a sound basis and suggesting a boycott of those which do not appear to meet rea-
sonable standards.

2. Editor' Bob Bruce's editorial concerning the need <for assistance with the
technical aspects of the preparation of our monthly periodical.

Apparently few of our members will admit the seriousness of these matters for there has
been very little expression of interest. Frankly, I had hoped for more reaction and a
range of useful suggestions which might be applied to both problems. It is not too late
for your contribution to either or both of these problems.

A more indirect challenge appeared in the form of Jim Hughes' listing of Olympic med-
alists appearing on stamps. Jim would be the last one to indicate that his work is com-
plete, that he has not missed some excellent competitors. Here i1s a gorgeous opportunity
to bring more sports philatelic information together for the benefit of all sports collec=-
tors. One member has suggested three possible additions to Jim's first installment. Our
compller wants to hear from other members who have additional information; he plans to
prepare a supplement to be published when his original serial is finished. The compiler's
current address is S. J. Hughes, 2708 E. Edison St., Tucson, Ariz. 85716.

Because of my family's move to Ohio in mid-July I cannot predict when the August is-
sue will appear nor how large it will be. And beyond that issue <there is nothing but
doubts and questions for the future.

pp—————— e —

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES

Last call for the SCOSC track cover. With the competition scheduled for July 25=26
you still vae a chance to order S00SC's special cover 4in honor of the U.S.A.-U.S.S.R.
track meet in the Los Angeles (olosseum. Send your order to Barbara T. Williams, 6601

White Oak Ave., Reseda, Calif. The price is 35 each or three for one dollar. All pro-
fits will go to aid amateur athletics.

* * * * *
Expiration of memberships. The next groups include the followlng:
Nos. 469-477 May 3lst

Nos. 478-82 June 30th
Nos. 483-489 July 31st

* * * * *

Membership changes (to June 1lst)
Changes of address:

169 Dunn, John F., 98-05 67th Ave., Forest Hills, N. Y. 11374

SPORTS GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION

NEW! bigger ... better ...more complete than ever!

all mint stamps-most imperf. sets-miniature sheets- miniature collective sheets
de luxe sheets-proofs essays-vignettes

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75¢
HENRY TRACHTENBERG
15 rue HOCHE
IVRY - SEINE = FRANCE







