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MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS 

- Jim Hughes -

Part One 

(Editor's note: In August, 1963, Jim Hughes submitted an excellent article describing 
the material whTch might go into a collection built oh the theme of the Olympiads of an­
cient Greece. Since victory was the goal of contestants even then, Jim organized his ma­
terial on that basis and included symbols of victory in the ancient Olympics, mythical 
gods and goddesses related to the Games, victors in the Games, statues showing Olympic 
winners and contestants, and similar items. For better or for worse, your editor broke 
Jim's article into sections and has been using it periodically in our regular "Olympiana" 
column. 

Now Jim is deep in a similar series on the modern Olympics. It will consist of three 
sections (all related to the theme of victory): individual medalists and team victors who 
have been honored on stamps; the victory ceremonies, the medals which have been awarded, 
and the Olympic stadia; and finally collateral material illustrating the victory theme. 
The first section of this project is now ready for print and will appear serially in sev­
eral issues. What an undertaking it 1st So away we got) 

There Is a much wider variety of philatelic material on the modern Olympic Games than 
for the ancient Games, so one has a little more latitude in forming a more individual col­
lection or exhibit. The purpose of this article is only to inform our readers what mater­
ial does exist for our stated purpose, not what must or must not be included in one's own 
collection; the choice of the material one wishes to use is strictly up to the individual. 

We shall deal in this series with three different subjects, all relating to the vic­
tory theme in the modern Games. First we will list the individual medalists (gold, sil­
ver, and bronze winners) and the team victors who are honored on stamps. Next we will re­
view the victory ceremonies and take a look at the medals which have been awarded, also at 
the Olympic stadia shown on our stamps. Lastly we will look at some of the collateral 
material such as labels and seals, cachets, etc., illustrating the victory theme in the 
modern Games. 

Long before the Dominican Republic spotlighted the various Olympic champions with its 
series of Issues, a number of other countries had honored such athletes on stamps, however 
not always as Olympians. Back in 1924 Uruguay (282-84) became the first country to honor 
its victorious Olympians who had beaten Switzerland 3-0 at the Games in Paris for the soc­
cer championship and followed this up in 1928 (388-90) when its soccer team repeated its 
Olympic victory. 

In 1932 the United States was the first to honor an individual medalist on a stamp, 
when the designer, Victor McCloskey, Jr., is said to have used a photograph of J. A. Le-
coney as a model for the stamp depicting a sprinter on the starting blocks (718). This 
stamp was one of two which were issued for the 10th Olympic Games in Los Angeles that 
year. Of course the designer had altered his facial features to comply with regulations 
which prohibit the likeness of living persons on United States stamps. 

We realize the purist will say that In many instances we have no right to state that 
such and such a stamp depicts so and so, for the stamp bears no resemblance to the person 
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2 MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS (Cont'd) 

in question, and perhaps rightly so. In many instances the stamp designer has used pic­
tures of these Olympians only to establish the style and form for the sport he wishes to 
depict, rather than to show the exact likeness of the athlete In question. We propose on­
ly to give the facts as we see them and to leave it up to the individual collector to de­
cide whether he wants to so label them as such In his own collection. We shall mark with 
an asterisk (*) the ones where there is a reasonable question as to whether the stamp ac­
tually pictures the exact likeness of the athlete listed. 

The series will begin with the list (in alphabetical order by last name) of the indi­
vidual medalists; all are gold medal winners unless otherwise stated. At the top of eaoh 
entry will be given the athlete's name (including the various spellings given in different 
record books) and the nation for which he competed. Then will follow the contestant's 
Olympic record and the stamps which are said to honor him. Eaoh entry will oonolude with 
a few interesting notes about his exploits. 

Alphabetical List of Olympic Medalists Honored on Stamps 

Akar (Akkan), Nassuh 
—awwin 

Turkey 

1948 Wrestling—Free style (bantamweight) 

Turkey 987 and 988 

Akar was the first Turk to win this particular Olympic 
title and was one of five Turkish wrestlers to win cham­
pionships at the Games in London. He also won the world 
title In this event in 1951. On the stamps he Is shown grappling with Gron-
berg of Sweden (987) and with Perrson of Sweden (988); this set was issued 
for the 5th European Free Style Championships at Istanbul in 1949. 

Albright, Tenley E. United States 

1952 Figure skating—Women's (silver medal) 
1956 Figure skating—women's 

Dominican Republic 486 and B15-6 

Tenley won over Carol Heiss (U.S.), thus becoming the first American woman to win 
this Olympic championship. Today she is a doctor, following in the footsteps of her fa­
ther, a prominent Boston surgeon. She won world figure skating titles from 1952 to 1956 
and the North American Championships from 1953 to 1955. 
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Balas, Yolanda (Iolanda) Romania 

I960 Running high Jump—Women's (6' 3/4") 

Romania 1456 (*Romanla 1120, 1328, 1333, and 1448) 

"Yoli" has been jumping since the age of twelve and says "How can I possibly stop be­
fore Tokyo?" She maintains that winning at Tokyo In 1964 is much more important to her 
than raising her own world mark, which is now 1.91 meters (61 3 l/4"), set at Sofia on 
July 16, 19ol. She set her first world standard of 6" 1 1/8" on July 10, 1956 at Bucha­
rest; however, at the Melbourne Games later that year she could do no better that 5" 5 
3/4" for a fourth place finish. Note that the first three stamps listed above show only 
the silhouette of a woman high Jumper; there can be little doubt that the designer was in­
spired by the exploits of this premier athlete. 

Baldlnl, Ercole Italy 

1956 Cycling—Road race (5:21:17.0) 

Dominican Republic 488 and B19-20 

Baldlnl won this 116.65-mile race by nearly two minutes over his nearest competitor 
in a field of forty-four cyclists and thus became only the second Italian In history to 
win this Olympic championship. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

Ml Mlchal Dawidowicz, 10 Valley Lane, Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604: Will trade Poland 
Basketball Championships set and sheet, mint and FDC, for Austrian Innsbruck set on FDCs. 

Vic Wailly, Box 26s, Roxbury, Massachusetts 02119: Austria Olympic set $1.70, on 
three FDCs $2.95; ten special postmarks on plain covers $3.50, on cacheted cov rs $4.50, 
on official covers $6.00; older issues in stock; subscribe now for all coming and Tokyo 
issues. 

(Editor's note: The classified advertising rate is 2d per word; names and addresses 
are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, N. Y.) 
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Bayrak, Mlthat Turkey 

1956 Wrestling—Greco-Roman (Welterweight) 
I960 Wrestling—Greco-Roman (Welterweight) 

Dominican Republic 0116 and CB22 

In 1956 Bayrak won all four of his matches In this 160 l/2-pound class; in I960 he 
successfully defended his title by winning six bouts and drawing one. This was the first 
time that a Turk had won this particular Olympic title. 

I MISSION 

VIA AEREA 

Berthod. Madeleine Switzerland 

1956 Skiing—Women's downhill (1:40.7) 

Dominican Republic 504 and B24 

Madeleine won by nearly five sec­
onds over her teammate Frieda Daenzer 
in the field of forty-seven lady ski­
ers. She also had finished seventeenth 

in the ladles' slalom and fourth in the ladles* giant slalom in the Cortina Olympic Games. 
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Blkila (Bekela), Abebe Ethlopa 

I960 Marathon (2:15:16.2) 

Ethlopa 382 

This tireless little barefoot Ethiopian palace guard won over Moroccan Abdesian Rhadl 
by two hundred yards to top the old Olympic standard by nearly eight minutes. Showing no 
signs of fatigue at the end of his 26-mlle, 385-yard tour of Rome over the historic cob­
blestone Applan Way, he had done the fastest marathon ever run anywhere in the world. Of 
the sixty-nine entrants only seven failed to finish, while the first fifteen broke the 
previous Olympic record set by Emil Zatopek at Helsinki in 1952. 

Blankera-goen. Francina E. Netherlands 

1948 Women's 100-meter dash (11.9) 
Women's 200-meter dash (24.4) 
Women's 80-meter hurdles (11.2) 
Women's 4 x 100-meter re lay (47.5) 

Dominican Republic 474, Bl, and B26 
Netherlands B297 (Government press r e ­

lease c r e d i t s her as the i n s p i r a ­
t ion for t h i s design) 

mmaaajaiaaajam 
IVEPUBUGA DOMINICANA KEPUBLICA REPLBL1CA DOMINICANA 

Fanny, the thirty-year-old "Flying Housewife" and mother of two, became the first 

SPORTS GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION 
NEW! bigger ... better ...more complete than ever! 
all mint stamps-most imperf. sets-miniature sheets-miniature collective sheets 

de luxe sheets-proofs essays-vignettes 

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75c 

HENRY TRACHTENBERG 
115 rue HOCHE 

IVRY - SEINE - FRANCE 
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triple-crown female Olympic competitor. This "Marvelous Mama" went on to capture her 
fourth gold medal and to prove to all the world that she was the greatest woman athlete of 
all time—surely its greatest runner. 

Bolteux, Jean 

to honor Boiteux, 
cesses in Helsinki 

France 

a 1952 Swimming—400-meter free style (4:30.7) 

•France 700 

The nineteen-year-old Frenchman proved that he was no fluke when he 
established a new Olympic record in upsetting all the favorites and nos­
ing out Ford Konno of the United States by six-tenths of a second. Note 
that this stamp does not portray any particular person, but was intended 
Bozon, and the French 4 x 200-meter relay team for their Olympic suc-

Bouln, Jean France 

1912 5»000 meters run (silver medal) 

Colombia 424 and France 969 

The mustached Frenchman had set the pace most of the way, but was nipped at the wire 
by that might Finn, Hannes Kolshmainen (both shown on the Colombian stamp). Bouin, who 
was one of France's greatest athletes, died during the First World War. 

ft MAHSElLLfc 
IB88 1914 

DRAWINGS FOR THE EIGHTH RIMET CUP COMPETITION 

- Scot Landy -

Sixty years ago Jules Rimet planned the World Cup competition with only seven en­
tries. Today there are over ten times that many teams fighting to get into the final 
round. One shudders at the thought of the avalanche which may well submerge us between 
now and 1966. For the first time countries from Africa have been included in a more-or-
less catch-all Group 16. 

The world's attention is focused on the forthcoming Olympic Games In Tokyo, but plans 
have been finished for the preliminary rounds for the world Cup. The drawings were made 
in Zurich by a nine-man F.I.F.A. committee. Geography was the main basis for the selec­
tions although a strong effort was made to avoid political complications. Brazil quali­
fied automatically as the defending champion while England Is also quaranteed a spot since 
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she is*the host team. Of the sixteen finalists four will be from South America, one from 
Central and North America, and one from Africa and the Pacific zone. The remainder will 
be from Europe. 

In the first thirteen groups each team will play all other members on a home-and-home 
basis with two points allotted for each win and one point for each tie. The team with the 
high score for the series wins the group nomination for the final round. Any ties will be 
broken with a play-off game on a neutral field. Special competition is planned for the 
very large 15th and 16th Groups. All preliminary rounds must be completed by December 31, 
1965. 

The draw is published here to give some idea of the tremendous possibilities for is­
suance of commemorative stamps in connection with this competition: Group 1—Bulgaria, 
Belgium, and Israel; Group 2—West Germany, Sweden, and Cyprus; Group 3—Jugoslavia, 
France, Luxembourg, and Norway; Group 4—Czechoslovakia, Portugal, Romania, and Turkey; 
Group 5—Switzerland, Northern Ireland, Holland, and Albania; Group 6—Hungary, Austria, 
and East Germany; Group 7—Russia, Denmark, Wales, and Greece; Group 8—Italy, Scotland, 
Poland, and Finland; Group 9—Spain, Irish Republic, and Syria; Group 10—England (host 
team); Group 11—Uruguay, Peru, and Venezuela; Group 12—Chile, Colombia, and Ecuador; 
Group 13—Argentina, Paraguay, and Bolivia; Group 14—Brazil (defending champion); Group 
15—Cuba, Jamaica, and Dutch Antilles (1st sub-Group); Surinam, Trinidad, Costa Rica (2nd 
sub-Group); and Mexico, United States, and Honduras (3rd sub-Group); and Group 16—Austra­
lia, South Korea, North Korea, South Africa, Ghana, Guinea, Sudan, Cameroons, Tunisia, Al­
geria, Liberia, Morocco, Senegal, Mali, Ethiopia, Gabon, United Arab Republic, Libya, and 
Nigeria. 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES 

Expiration of memberships. It's now or run the risk of missing some issues of "JSP". 

Nos. 432-450 March 31st 
Nos. 451-468 April 30th 
Nos. 469-477 May 31st 

U.S.-U.S.S.R. track meet covers. SCOSC is now taking orders for their special cachet 
and cover honoring the U.S.-U.S.S.R. track meet in Los Angeles in July. The price is 35c2. 
each or three for $1.00. Orders should be sent to Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak 
Ave., Reseda, Calif. 

* * * * * 

March meeting of SCOSC. Dr. John C. McLlster (SPI 42) of Windsor, Canada, was a 
special guest of SCOSC at its March meeting at the Helms Athletic Foundation. Final plans 
were completed for the specially cacheted cover for the U.S.-U.S.S.R. track meet in Los 
Angeles in the summer. A good swap session sent many members home with missing Items for 
their collections. 

Membership changes (to April 1st) 

Additions: 

556 Cyran, Vincent P., 99 Olcott, Buffalo, N. Y. 14220 (Poland: :C,S) 
557 Rossiter, Guy H., 161 Portage Drive, Akron, Ohio 44303, (GS:C:none) 
558 Grevett, Noel E., P. 0. Box 44, Bondl Junction, Sydney, Australia (GS: 

C:GC,E,TC,MC) 
559 Peterson, Lyle W., 10241 Wiley-Burke, Downey, Calif. 90241 (GS:C:none) 

Changes of address: 

214 Bohacket, Mrs. D. S., 772 DeWitt Road, Webster, N. Y. 14580 
34 Davis, William R., 7605 Galaxle Road, Richmond, Va. 23228 

294 Rockafellow, Perrine G., Spring St., Hamilton, N. Y. 
447 Tlivel, Mati, P. 0. Box 1923, Station B., Montreal, Que., Canada 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

There is sufficient serious reading in "Editorial Comment" and "Letters to the Edi­
tor" to occupy our membership adequately for the month before the June issue arrives. Ac­
cordingly, the President is silent for this issue. 
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President: Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York 
Vice-Pres: F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Sec-Treas: Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California 
Director : Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas 

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat­
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing 
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of international un­
derstanding and good will through mutual Interest in sports and philately. Its activities 
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer servioes of its members. All 
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "journal of Sports Philately". 
The dues for regular membership are $3.00 per year. Membership applications may be ob­
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington. 

"Journal of Sports Philately" 

Managing Editor : Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York 
Assoc. Editors : F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 

Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas 
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York 
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California 

Editorial Comm. : Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York 6, New York 
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey 
Olech w. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New jersey 

Advertising Mgrs.: Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 

Publisher : William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York 
17, New York 

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they 
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi­
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publication are from 
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise. 
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy In good faith, re­
serving the right to reject objectionable material. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

This is unquestionably the most difficult editorial of the seventeen written since I 
assumed the responsibility of editor with the January, 1963, issue. Its purpose is to 
outline some of the possible changes facing our "JSP" Insofar as I am concerned personally 
in the months ahead. Read carefully, for they concern the very existence of "JSP" and 
thus of SPI. 

1. This is an absolute necessity now. Secretary-Treasurer Larry McMillan has Just 
rendered a current financial statement which makes it obvious that "JSP" in its present 
form, size, and press run Is Just a little too expensive for our treasury. Had we two 
successful auctions each year and/or were our sales department booming, there would be no 
problem. Even as it stands, the problem is not severe. SPI is in good financial condi­
tion, but we must be Just a little more careful with our everyday expenditures. 

With "JSP" two effects will be immediate. The press run will be controlled carefully 
so that there will be fewer copies available for publicity purposes, membership solicita­
tion, and backlog for future sale. The next four issues (May, June, July, and August) 
will be cut back slightly In size to reflect more accurately our available funds. 

2. As those of you who read the April Issue now know, your editor has accepted a new 
position and will move to Ohio in mid-summer. The combination of the different and in­
creased responsibilities and the physical move may well dictate a vacation from active 
editing during the next few months. it is entirely possible that "JSP" will suspend pub­
lication during the summer months. 

3. Now comes the most serious of the possibilities. I am not at all certain that I 
can continue editing "JSP" and, frankly, I am somewhat undecided as to whether I want to 
continue. There are a number of contributing factors intertwined to produce my grave 
doubts about the future. 

a. I have accepted a challenging position, which has many new and different res­
ponsibilities beyond the routine teaching, coaching, and desk work which I have been do­
ing; I have no way of predicting how much time I will have for hobbies. 

b. My family deserves more of my spare time that It has been receiving for the 
past seventeen months, especially since my wife will no longer be working as a head nurse. 
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, c. My own sports collection has gradually become a mere accumulation and Just 
now it doesn't even qualify as that; I would like time to bring it up-to-date, but can't 
manage it even with my routine duties here. 

d. I am disillusioned and distressed with the flood of Junk appearing in the 
guise of postal emissions; it takes only very simple analysis to note that the majority of 
our sports stamps are products of Russia, the Iron Curtain countries, Paraguay, Panama, 
and the like. We do need some of these issues to add spice to our collecting, but "too 
much is a superfluous amplitude of sufficiency". It might Just be that topioal collect­
ing, and specifically sports philately, are losing their appeal for me. 

e. Perhaps I would still be Just as enthusiastic about sports philately if it 
were on a le38 intensive basis without the constant responsibility of the editorship to 
complicate what should be an enjoyable hobby. Just now I'm not sure that it is fun any­
more. 

f. It is entirely possible that my lack of motivation is due to a growing feel­
ing that I have carried the big load long enough, that it is time for someone else to 
knock himself out month by month without relief. I once calculated that I had been spend­
ing twenty hours per week on SPI matters; even without the presidency that number will not 
be lessened greatly. And, frankly, I can no longer see my way clear to devote that amount 
of time to the editing of "JSP". 

I have had excellent assistance from a small group of regular contributors and help­
ers; this I appreciate greatly. Without them I could not have continued as editor; nor 
would I expect any individual to edit our publication without similar cooperation. The 
problem is no longer essentially one of material, but rather of sheer technical prepara­
tion. It takes time, time which I am no longer likely to be able to spare. 

There you have it. Now what possible solutions are there to SPI's problem? In order 
of decreasing importance they might include: 

1. Appointment of a new Managing Editor to assume complete responsibility for the 
preparation of "JSP". 

2. Appointment of a Make-up Editor to assume responsibility for the make-up and final 
typing of "JSP". 

3. Supply of the services of two or more capable typists 
tor in all stages of the preparation of "JSP". 

to assist the Managing Edi-

These are minimal requirements. I cannot guarantee that any of these alternatives will 
keep me as editor. Nor am I certain that the failure to take some action will cause me to 
give up the editorship. But the members of SPI should do some serious soul-searching in 
the next few weeks in an honest effort to ease the responsibilities of the editor. 

FORGERIES OF COLOMBIA 436 

- Henri Trachtenberg -

This stamp is the high value of a set 
issued In 1935 to commemorate the 3rd Nation­
al Olympic Games, which took place in Barran-
qullla. The 1964 Scott catalogue indicates a 
value of $165.00 in either mint or used con­
dition. 

The genuine stamp has small margins and 
is printed on a white paper with intense 
black ink. In the counterfeit the margins 
are wide; the color is gray-black and the pa­
per has a yellowish tinge. 

The background lines In the center be­
hind the condor are thick and irregular in 

they are thin and regularly distributed in the back-

The middle bar of the letter "E" in the word "PESOS" descends slightly in the genuine 
stamp while it Is straight in the forgery. Under the design the letters "LIT" are Irregu­
larly mounted in the counterfeit while they are straight in the original issue. 

There are some other details, but the collector should satisfy himself with these few 
indications, if he Is not sure of the authenticity of his potential purchase, let him get 
a certificate from an expertizing committee or consult an expert in that particular field. 

the forgery. In the genuine stamp 
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Establishment of Tokyo Olympics Philatelic Service. As indicated in the April issue 
of "JSP", notice has been received of the establishment of a Tokyo Olympics Philatelic 
Service. This service is designed to give the collectors of every country the opportunity 
to get easily and cheaply all commemorative stamps and philatelic articles (albums, first-
day covers, maximum cards, special cancellation folders, pamphlets, aerograms, illustrated 
cards, etc.). A deposit of ten dollars should be sent by check, postal money order, or 
postal transfer to the Tokyo Olympics Philatelic Service, Japan Stamp Publicity Associa­
tion, Box 5, Azabu, Tokyo, Japan. Detailed information on the items and prices will be 
sent to subscribers. The subscription list closes on June 30, 1964. 

Final wrap-up of information on the -first Japanese calendar. I have in my possession 
a letter addressed to Gene Carleton (SPI 160) verifying the information given In the April 
issue of "JSP" concerning the source and cost of the Japanese calendar Illustrated with 
examples of Olympic philately. Check your copy of that issue for the information. 

I have received a copy of the calendar (supplier unidentifed, but strongly suspected 
to be the Japanese collector whose collection furnished the examples and whose Insurance 
company prepared the calendar) and the explanatory booklet. The entire project is a beau­
tiful thing. 

* * * * * 

Source of information on the 1964 Olympics. Helen Turner (SPI 17) and W. D. King 
(SPI 260) both have called attention to a new paper-back prepared by John V. Grombach and 
entitled "The 1964 Olympic Guide". It is priced at fifty cents. 

New handbook on scout stamps. Harry D. Thorsen Jr. and Arthur McKinney will publish 
soon a new handbook entitled "Scout Stamps of the World". It will describe phllatelically 
and topically all scout stamps of the world; every Issue will be illustrated. 

Both the authors have a lifetime of service to the Boys Scouts of America to their 
credit. Both are founder-members of the Scouts on Stamps Society and have served the soc­
iety in numberous elective, administrative, and editorial capacities. 

Pre-publication orders may be entered at $2.00 with the American Topical Association, 
3300 N. 50th St., Milwaukee, Wise. 53216. Orders will be acknowledged immediately and de­
livery is expected in the late summer of 1964. 

Those black blots on sports Issues again 
blots over the last few months indicates 
for the real garbage being issued 
for the pick-pockets of philately. 

A quantitative analysis of the APS black 
that sports collectors must be the prize suckers 

these days—at least we are the most frequent targets 

The March issue of the APS publication Indicts three more sports Issues. Albania's 
eight-stamp set (four imperforate) with two high-value souvenir sheets issued to commemor­
ate the 1964 Winter Olympics get the axe for limited printing, excessive length, unwarran­
ted high values, and inclusion of intentional oddities. They couldn't have done much more 
wrong according to the APS criterlal Burundi's semi-postal souvenir sheets to honor the 
Olympics are guilty as intentional oddities. Finally comes Paraguay's latest swindle — 
sixteen stamps and two souvenir sheets using two designs to honor the Tokyo Olympic Games. 
This mess is accused of limited printing or limited sale, excessive length, and intention­
al oddities. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Bob: 

I have been promising myself to write this letter several months but the rush of things, 
and especially the last four to six months, has prevented it. With every issue of the 
bulletin, I get the renewed surge to blow my top, not at the SPI, but at the sports and 
Olympic stamp situation in general. 

You might say that I helped create a monster. You will also recall the situation back in 
1956-58 when you and other devoted sports collectors lent a helping hand with the first, 
and successive, parts of the Olympic and sports pages. At that time the situation was 
quite stable. If I recall correctly, in 1956 the Greek Olympics sold for $25.00. Look at 
the price today! This is alreight; these are scarce stamps. But what bothers me is the 


