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THE 1963 POLISH BASKETBALL ISSUE
- Bob Bruce =

The 13th European Men's Basketball Championship was held in Wroclaw, Poland, from Oc-
tober 4th through 13th, 1963. To commemorate this major sporting event, the host country
issued a set of six stamps and one souvenir sheet on September 1l6th This set is brilli-
antly executed with either three or four colors for each stamp.

First-day covers are 1llustrated throughout this article. Unfortunately black and
white reproduction does not do Justice to the sparkling colors of either the stamps them-
selves or the cachets on the covers. Notice the official first-day cancellation which ap-
pears on all the first-day covers.

This material was supplied by Dr. Mieczyslaw A. Lipinskl of Kowary, Poland. Lipinski

(or M. A. Rayal de Ragan, which he uses as his literary name) 1s a dedicated sports col-

%ector, )a leader of sports philately in Poland, and a devoted member of our organization
SPI 223).
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The souvenlir sheet shows the Town Hall, +the People's Hall, and the coat-of-arms of Wro-
claw. This sheet also commemorates the Buropean Sports Stamp Exhibition, which was held
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simultaneously with the basketball competition. A future issue of "JSP" will describe the
exhibition and display some special philatelic material prepared for the event.

This particular set is unique (o;’was at the time of issue) in that all designs of
the six stamps depict various combinations of a basketball, a player's hands, and the sil-
houette of basketball player(s) in the background. One value, the 5.60z, also displayed
the basketball rim and net. Scott gives the following information on this set:

40g yellow, black, green, and brown; 50g fawn, green, and black; 60g red,
light green, and black; 90g light green, red brown, violet, and black; 2.50z
light ultramarine, red brown, black, and ocher; 5.60z ultramarine, light green,
yellow, and black; and 10z + 5z yellow, green, black, and red (souvenir sheet).
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FRED HOWARD 1he Company Thars

/
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS on the Move.

E Q . For the Beginner — For the Specialist
FRED HOWARD

NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPORT STAMPS
10613 Rochester Avenue

WANT LIST SERVICE Los Angeles 24, Cadlifornia
OLYMPIANA
Identifyin information on the First Olympic Games souvenir card. The Pecember,
1963, issue of "JSP splayed a souvenlir card purporte 0 honor e First Olympic Games.

Sherwin Podolsky (SPI 49) sheds considerable light on this card. According to the Phila-
telique Internationale Olympique Union, Ancient Olympia, Greece, the cancellations of the
type illustrated circulated during the Olympic year of 1936. The P.I.0.U. supplies an ex-
cellent illustration sheet with English text; it covers Olympic cancellations from 1896 to
date.

It seems logical that Greece 117 and 118 were no longer valid for postage in 1936;
there is no evidence that such cards saw actual postal service. Comparison of the cancel-
lation on the illustrated card with similar examples indicates their similarity; both are
missing a date center and they are of simllar size. Likewise comparison of the sample
with 1906 cancellations shows decided differences. The 1906 double-ring cancels are
smaller and the decoration at the bottom is much different. Podolsky regards the card as
e philatelically-contrived souvenir from which the date was deliberately omitted.

Are there any other ideas on the identity of this card? R.M.B.

* * #* 3* *

First-day covers of the Austrian Winter -Qlympic set. Arranged below 1s a complete
set of first-day covers for the Austrian Winter Olympic set. There are several things of
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interest to note in this set of covers. Bach cover 1s cancelled from the specific loca-
tion of the competition 1in the winter activity depicted on the particular stamp; for exsy
ample, the cover franked with the 1S stamp depicting the biathlon 1s cancelled at Seefeld,
the location of that competition. The cancellations for those events which took place in
the area surrounding Innsbruck are simple circular cancels while those from Innsbruck it-
self are speclal ones prepared specifically for the period of the Games.

Each cover bears an interesting cachet which illustrates clearly the specific activi-
ty. All covers bear the coat-of-arms of Innsbruck in silhouette. And, finally, six of
the seven covers bear an official cancellation reading "Ersttag" ("First Day"). R.M.B.
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¥* * * * #*

Austrian complaints about the Austrian Olympic stamps. A recent letter to the editor
of "Western Stamp Collector" indicates that the Austrian Olympic set aroused plenty of op=-
position in the issuing country. These complaints were threefold in nature.

Although varying quantities were prepared for the seven stamps in the set, only 2.5
million complete sets were available. Some 600,000 of these were reserved for sale at
Innsbruck during the Games, leaving only 1.9 million complete sets available for general
sale. After standing and advance orders were filled, there were not enough available to
the public to last beyond the first day of sale. The Austrian Postal Administration pro-
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jected past sales of commemoratives to determine estimated needs, but falled to consider
Yhe popularity of Olympic and sports material.

The residents of the Province of Tyrol objected that no surcharge was included to
help cover the cost of the Games. They noted that Japan has been quite successful with
its fund raising series, even daring to use a surcharge as large as the face value of the
stamps themselves. But apparently semi-postal stamps have not been popular in the past in
Austria and the Philatelic Office wanted to avoid large stocks over long periods of time;
so the Postal Administration elected to ignore the request for semi-postals.

Lastly, the Tyroleans objected to the academic designs of the series. They directed
thelr complaints to the old-fashioned pants worn by the ski jumper, to the omission of
cross country skiing as a subject for ome item in the series, and to the "obscenity" of
the woman figure skater where "too much leg is displayed”.

You Just can't win, no matter on what side you are in this matter! R.M.B.
3* * * * ¥*
Information on the sheet of Italian seals supplied by Nino Barberis. Here 1s more

information on the sheet of orange-red seals illustrated in the February issue of "JSP".
"Verso Tokyo 1964" will be held in Rimini from June 25th to July 6th of this year. This
exhibition will be patronized by the President of the Republic of Italy. The President of
the International Olympic Committee, Avery Brundage of Chicago, will attend the inaugural
ceremonies. This exhibit will be sponsored by "Ciresto Filatelico di Rimini" and "Centro
Internazionale di Filatelia Sportiva" with the cooperation of the Italian Olympic Commit-
tee.

Entries in the exhibit may include sports and Olympic stamps; special cancellations
involving sports; aerograms, first-day covers, maximum cards, seals, vignettes, etc., of
Olympic or sports interest; and official presentations of foreign states and postal muse-
ums. There will be many gold, silver, and special prizes.

Purther information concerning the exhibit can be obtained from Centro Internazionale
di Pilatelia Sportiva, Piazza Cavour, 4, Rimini, Italy. O.W.W.

#* * ¥* ¥* #*

Qualifying contests for the Olympic soccer tournament. Sixty-four soccer teams will
participate in qualifying games to select the sixteen teams which will compete in Tokyo.
Besides Jugoslavia (the defending Olympic champion) and Japan (the host country), there
will be five teams from Furope, three from Asia, two from South America, one from Central

and North America, and three from Africa in the Tokyo competition.

Applications from Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, Togo, and Saudi Arabia were not
accepted by the F.I.F.A. because they are not members of the International Olympic Commit-
tee and from Australia because it is not a member of F.I.F.A. G.C.K.

¥* #* * #* 3#*

Olympic stamps without the five interlocked rings. Since 1928 most stamps honoring
the OIympfe Games have carried the five interlocked olympic rings. Some notable excep-
tions are our own United States stamps of 1932, the three 1928 stamps of Uruguay commemo=-
rating its soccer victories, +the nine-stamp set of Monaco in 1948, the beautiful set of
Luxembourg in 1952 (of which one, the stamp depicting the hurdler, won the Bonacossa med
al), and the French set of 1953 honoring the winners at Helsinki. Other issues without
the rings include the two French stamps overprinted for Reunion in 1954, +the Netherlands
set of 1956 (part of the surtax being used for the relief of the Hungarians, as well as
for the Olympic Committee), and the Jugoslavian set of 1956 in which a symbolic represen-
tation is made between athlete and animal.

Some series (Monaco of 1953 and Australia of 1956, for example) have some stamps with

the rings and others without. Recent issues without the rings are becoming increasingly
numerous.
Yet other stamps which show five rings have no definite connection to the Olympic
Games, but this is the material for another article. H.W.
* #* * * ¥*

The first use of the Olympic oath. The first administration of the Olympic oath in
connection with the official opening of a set of Olympic Games was at the 7th Summer Games
at Antwerp in 1920. This phase of the ceremonies was included at the special instigation
of Baron de Coubertin. The first athlete to experience this great honor was Victor Boin,

who 1s now the president of the Belgian Olympic Committee. M. Es
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- Fred Farr -

Although few stamp collectors appear to be aware of it, all stamp prices are actually
international--the price fluctuations in one part of the world will eventually affect
stamp prices 1in other parts of the world. This 1is especially true 1n the case of stamps
which have universal appeal, such as sports stamps.

Prices charged for sports stamps in the United States have been held down by two fac-
tors: the vast quantities of stamps held in the reserve stocks of the leading American
stamp wholesalers and the relatively modest mark-up (or profit-margin) charged by most
American dealers. Once the reserve stocks of sports stamps are exhausted by wholesalers,
the prices of these stamps usually advance very rapidly. In addition, if American stamp
dealers operated on the same profit-margin as dealers do on the European continent, there
would ?e another rapid rise in the prices of sports stamps (and all other stamps, for that
matter).

0f all foreign countries, only in England will we find approximately the same condi-
tions prevailing in the philatelic market as we find in America. English wholesalers re-
tain vast reserve stocks of stamps, as do their American counterparts; and English stamp
dealers operate on the same modest profit-margin as do their American (retail) competi-
tors.

It is worthwhile, therefore, to examine prices charged for sports stamps in England
in order +to determine those philatelic items which are grossly under-priced in America.
The following sports stamps have been chosen because they seem to be exceptionally good
buys at today's prices in the American stamp market. Please note that these prices, both
English and American, are those of January, 1964.

Tip of the month--Hungary 1160-57. Hungary never misses a chance to issue sports
stamps, owing how eagerly we sports collectors look forward to such "treats". But we
must all admit that Hungarian sports stamps are unusually attractive; this set is no ex-
ception. Issued for the 16th Olympiad in Melbourne in 1956, these extra-large size stamps
are a real treat. Available from a number of American dealers at 50¢ or 55¢, this set
sells for §l.55 in London! How's that for a real bargain? Remember that 1964 1is another
Olympic year and the many new collectors attracted to this specialty will bring market
pressures to bear; this can omly result in higher prices for all Olympic stamps. Do you
have your set?
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Hungar¥ C158=55. Every time I look at this set, I can't help marvelling at what a
lot o un ese devotees of winter sports seem to be having. Not only is this set eager-

ly sought by collectors of sports stamps, but specialists in Hungarian stamps as well as
those who specialize in airmails are all looking for this set. Currently available for
approximately 31.50 in the United States, this same set sells for $2.40 in London.

Hungary 1057-0l, Cl23-27. "Why sell one set when we could sell two sets?" reasoned
the Hungarian Postal Administration when it issued this emission? Just to add splce, the
Hungarians lssued these stamps 1in a diamond-~shaped format, all to honor the inauguration
of the People's Stadium (Nepstadion) in Budapest. Amazingly enough, the Hungarian Postal
Administration even remembered to include a picture of the stadium on the 5 forint airmail
stamp, while every other stamp of this issue depicts a sporting event held in the stadium.
Although this issue sells for §3.50 in London, you can purchase it for exactly one-half
that amount in the United States. It sounds like a good buy to me.

Hungary 1326-35, B218. When Hungary issued her postage set in honor of the 17th
Olympia in Rome in , she decided to throw in a semi-postal stamp, presumably to
squeeze a little extra profit out of the poor stamp collectors. I would not call this set
one of the most attractive sports issues which Hungary has produced; the central vignette
on each stamp is rendered 1in the classical Greek style, resembling the type of art found
on Greek vases. Attractive or not, +this set’ sells for $3.50 on the London market, al-
though it is still available in the United States for just one~half that sum. Incidental-
%{ this set sold as a new issue for approximately 31.00 to $1.25. I doubt that this set

{1 skyrocket in price; but I do foresee 4 slow, but steady, rise in its price on the
American philatelic market.
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Hungary 1203-09. Issued in 1958 in honor of the European and International Sports
Championships, this set is both homely and unimaginative in design. However, many collec-
tors of stamps with the "Europa" these are also searching for this set and this situation
has brought strong pressures to bear on the market price of this set. The London price is
$1.50, Dbut it is available in America for Just 85¢. That's your tip-off to make sure
that this set is in your collection now.

EUROPR-BAINOKSAG- EUROPA-BAINOKSAG-1958

EUROPR-BAINOKSAG-1958

MAGYAR POSTA
£UROPA-BAJNOKSAG-1958

Tunisia 368-=72. If you are a collector of Scouts on Stamps, as are most sports phil-
atelists, then this set is right up your alley. Issued in August of 1960 to honor the
Pourth Arab Boy Scout Jamboree 1in Tunis, +this handsome set of five stamps shows great
imagination in the creation of the designs and was avallable for 407 to 50¢ as a new 1is=-

sue. Now retailing for about 80¢ in the American market, +this same set will cost you
$1.35 in London today.

Ghana 82-§. I hate even to mention the name of this country, because I consider
Ghana's stamps to be trashy and the country seems to be the very quintescence of a phila-
telic prostitute. In truth, however, Ghana is no more an offender than most of the
world's other nations which seem so eager to climb aboard the philatelic bandwagon. The
1960 Olympic Games set, although it is no great bargain at today's prices, 1is still much
cheaper in America than it 1s 1in England and other countries. American dealers want 70¢
for this bland set, while English dealers ask approximately 31.00 today. I believe that
the reason for this disparity in prices 1lies in the vast quantities of Ghanaian stamps
held by American speculators. If you need this set, buy at today's price (which is a lit-
tle more than face value=--63¢); but don't expect to get rich from this purchase!

SPORTS GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION

NEW! bigger ... betfer ...more complete than ever!

all mint stamps-most imperf. sets-miniature sheets- miniature collective sheets
de luxe sheets-proofs essays-vignettes

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75¢

HENRY TRACHTENBERG
115 rue HOCHE
IVRY - SEINE - FRANCE
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NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi-
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted 1in this publication are from
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue” unless specifically stated otherwise.
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy 1n good falth, re-
serving the right to reject objectionable material.

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Since the beginning of the basketball season in mid-October "JSP" has slipped steadi-
ly behind its planned publication schedule. Your editor accepts full responsibility for
this cumulative delay although he knows of no way in which the repeated delays could have
been avoided. He is now asking the cooperation of all members involved in the production
and circulation of our periodical in an all-out effort to get back to our regular schedule
by mid-summer. This will require full cooperation all the way around, even to the extent
of a little extra effort on the part of the membership to contribute a bit more material
for the next few issues. Have you done your part toward the production of the April, May,
June, and July issues?

SERVICES

source of the Japanese calendar illustrating Olympic stamps. The accumulating evi-
dence seems to indicate that the Japanese calendar described in the January issue of "JSP"
as being lavishly illustrated with Olympic philatelic material is published by a company
whose president is a member of SPI. What could be more appropriate? It also appears that
the illustrative material comes from the president's collection. The details should ap-
pear in the April issue--we hope!

3* * * * *

Inexpensive source of Olympic information. Helen Turner recommends John V. Grom-
bach's "Ulympic Cavalcade of Sports™ as a source of Olympic information. Grombach was an
Olympic athlete and coach and has been associated with any number of sports projzcts in
this country. The book is now available only in paper-back form from Ballantine Books,
Inc., 101 5th Ave., ©New York 3, N. Y.; the cost is 50¢ plus 10¢ for postage. Where can
one do bettery

e

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

(Eaitor's note: The classified advertising rate is 2¢ per word; names and addresses
are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, N. Y.)
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Attached to the front cover of this issue of “JSP" is your copy of the ballot through
which our membership will elect its officers and directors for the two-year perlod of Sep-
tember 1, 1964, until August 31, 1966. "This slate of candidates has been selected care-
fully by a nominating committee composed of Helen Turner :(Chairman), Bill Brecht, and Bill
Guthrie. The responsibilities of a nominating committee are not always appreciated by the
membership of an organization 1in that they fail to realize that such a committee must not
only select qualified candidates, but must also obtain the full approval of each candidate
to have his name included in the slate. I congratulate our nominating committee for a Job

well done.

One of the responsibilities of membership in any organization is that of participat-
ing 1in its regular election of officers. Membership in SPI is no exception 1in this as-
pect. This new slate of officers needs the support of a large vote among our members.
The cost is minimal--a few seconds, an envelope, and a stamp. Vote as you wish, but VOTE.

The catalogue for our annual auction 1is in preparation and should be available with
the April issue of "JSP". Save your money; there is some good material included and it
covers quite a varying range.

NEWS OF QUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES

Exgiratigp of memberships. Somebody will get burned if action isn't taken soon on
the followlng cases:

Nos. 394-413 January 31lst
Nos. 414-431 February 29th
Nos. 432-450 March 31st

#* #* ¥* #* #*

Sale of U.S5.0.C. seals. Secretary-Treasurer Larry McMillan reports that he has turn-
ed nineteen dollars over to the United States Olympic Committee from the sale of the gold
seals announced several months ago in "JSP". You may remember that +this seal depicted
"Diagoras of Rhodes, Victor at Olympics" (Greece 400) being carried by his sons. Nineteen
such sedds does not seem 1like a very good reaction from SPI members, but perhaps Larry's
supply was limited.

¥* #* * * #*

SCOSC project for the Russian-American track meet. The Sports Collectors of Southern
California are planning a speclal cachet and cover in honor of the USA-USSR track meet in
Los Angeles next summer. Final plans were completed at SCOSC's last meeting and should be
avallable for inclusion in our next issue of "JSP". SPOP in the Philippines must have in=-

spired the Southern Californians into bigger and better actionl!

#* * ¥* #* 3*

Biographical sketches of our nominees for office in SPI. Our nominating committee
has presented Larry McMillan oFf Zong Beach, Calif., as 1ts choice for president of SPI for
the 1964-66 term. Larry served the old Sports Unit as secretary-treasurer for the two
years of its existence and has been equally diligent in the same post with SPI. Now he is
ready to move up to the presidency in addition to his work as an engineer in a county hos=-
pital 1n1Long Beach and his plans for development of a small business in the desert above
Los Angeles.

Fred Farr has served two years as vice-president of SPI following valuable service
with the SU. Fred combines doctoral study at Columbia University with full-time college
teaching; it is easler to ask him what field does not demand his teaching talents than to
Pin him down as to which field is his teaching specialty. With his doctoral studies re-
quiring so much time Fred could not undertake any heavier responsibility with SPI but will
continue as vice-president. We trust that his doctorate will be complete by 1966-68.

A newcomer to the volunteers serving SPI is Len Eichorn of Cleveland, Ohio. Ien is a
graduate of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and has just completed
his Master of Business Administration degree from Western Reserve 1in Cleveland. He is a
managerial jack-of-all-trades for the Columbia Metal Stamping Division of United Screw and
Bolt Corporation in Cleveland. This find seems to be a real gem for SPI.

These three, plus Bob Bruce and Travis Land, are the nominees for directors. Travis
1s the well=known San Antonio sports philatelist who edited "SportStampS" for SU during
its two years of existence. He 1s currently president of the Texas Philatelic Association
and has written a wide range of articles on sports philately. Bob Bruce was president of
the Sports Unit and is currently president of .SPI and editor of "JSP". He hopes to con-






