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THE JULES RIMET WORLD CUP STAMPS
- Scot Landy -

Part Two

The Fourth World Championship. With the end of hostilities, organized soccer began
to enjoy again the immense popuIarity of the pre-war years. Strange as 1t may seem, the
most dreadful war in history had brought many nations together so that the fascination of
the sport reached a new level of fervor, especially in South America. The Latin nations,
having lost touch with their European counterparts during the war, had not been idle;
throughout Central and South America rivalry had been exceptionally keen. While Europe
struggled for survival, they in turn were keeping the game alive with intercontinental
competition. Brazil, which had strived so long for the honor and glory of world domi-
nance, employed a system based on the style of her Uruguayan neighbors. With vast re-
sources at her command, including a reservoir of international material, her successful
4-2-4 technique was to puzzle the European strategy of the "W" formation wused for so long
by the nations which had beaten her repeatedly.

At last England had relented and decided to send a team of the highest national stan-
dard to what had now become the hot bed of soccer. This augured well, for now she had de=-
clded to become a member of F.I.F.A.--1f only to protect her star players who had been
beyond the rulings of the organization. Vast sums were offered by the South Americans to
these players, who had no hesitation in deserting their own organizations for the rich re-
wards thelr play merited. Though they faced sine die suspension and were barred for life,
they delighted in the glory and answered the call of the gay caballeros to a place in the
soccer sun. Stripped of these stars, the English entry was to prove disastrous in its bad
timing. 1In one of the biggest upsets in the history of the world championships England
toppled to defeat at the hands of the United States by a narrow one-goal margin at Bel
Horizonte; even to this day the game ball is still displayed with affection by the Soccer
Federation of the United States.

Italy, the last holders of the trophy before the war, were joined by the European na-
tions of Jugoelavia, Switzerland, Sweden, and Spain. The United States and Mexico repre-
sented the North American continent. To complete the pool, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Boliv=-
ia, and of course Brazil as the host country, set the stage that was to intrigue the soc-
cer connoisseurs throughout the world.

In the preliminary rounds the comparative ease with which Brazil polished off her op-
ponents made her the strong favorite to bring the trophy back to South America. No one of
sound mind gave the little Republic of Uruguay a ghost of a chance to recapture the trophy
she held so proudly in 1930. By the luck of the draw she found herself confronted by
near-neighbor Bolivia and promptly administered a sound thrashing in an eight-goals-to-one
victory, finding herself in the final by that solitary victory.

On the other hand, Brazil eliminated the forces of Mexico, Spain, Jugoslavia, and
Switzerland with contemptuous ease and established herself as the biggest certainty of all
time by the very brilliance of her teamplay. So thorough had been the Brazilian prepara-
tion that they had built the impressive and awe-inspiring Maracana Stadium in Rio de Jan=-
eiro, an arena of such giant proportions that at her final match with Uruguay nearly two
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hundred thousand spectators were 1in attendance. This crowd remains an all-time »ecord.

The final itself was played in an atmosphere of soccer splendor so electrifying as %o
be almost frightening. The Brazilians have a faculty for excitement and pageantry and
they reacted with galety, charm, and intense passion. Their team's arrival on the fleld
was welcomed by a terrifying and thunderous salvo of gun-fire. The Brazilian spectatars
could hardly contain themselves as the incessant and nerve=-wracking chorus of Jjungle
drums, chants, and fireworks threatened to upset the composure of the eleven "no chance"”
heroes from Uruguay. So sure were they of victory that the sky was darkened by the re=-
lease of thousands of white pigeons, symbolic of the predicted victory.

As the nearly two hundred thousand hysterical spectators crowded round for the ex-
pected slaughter, the Brazilian team was poised with the fury of an unleashed animal
springing to the annihilation of a defenseless prey amidst the thunder and turmoil. The
setting was more 1in keeping with a scene from an ancient Roman epic +than with a modern
sports contest. But, with deceptive fascination and incessant pressure wave after wave of
infuriated attacks crumbled on the now-famous "Iron Curtain” defense and by half-time the
expected avalanche of goals in favor of Brazil had not materialized; +the teams retired at
the intermission on even terms.

With the resumption of the second half the stadium erupted with new=-found fury as
Brazil broke through at last when Friaca shot them into a one-goal lead. Visions of the
expected slaughter now seemed imminent, but Uruguay was challenging boldly with 1ts su-
perbly drilled teamwork and breath-taking ball control in an atmosphere of calm and compo-
sure. Halfway through the second half, with an element of surprise which so often hap-
pens, they split the shattering myth of Brazillian superiority and thundered in the equal=-
izer through the brilliance of Schiaffino. Within five minutes they struck agaln with ef-
fective deadliness, +this time through Ghiggia, and sent the colossus reeling to defeat as
the game finished in deadly silence.

After the emotions and mass hysteria of the Brazilian support, this change of fortune
was incredicle to behold. In anticipation of the expected Jeers which are so often the
custom of the Latin temperament it was noticed instead that thousands of handkerchiefs
were fluttering in the soft breeze as the Brazilian fans wept openly and unashamedly with
the cruel turn of events that had befallen them.

Uruguay had once more confounded and silenced its critics as had been done more than
twenty years before. To honor yet another victory, Uruguay issued two commemorative
stamps (580-81) and reveled 4in its new-found glory as the undisputed champions of the
world. So sure had been Brazil of eventual victory that a set of three stamps (696 and
C78-9) was actually issued to honor a victory which never did materialize.
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With almost two hundred thousand spectators witnessing this incredible final and al-
most this number at the two semi-final matches, it is doubtful that this attendance record
will ever be surpassed; in the interests of public safety the crowds are now 1limited to
more reasonable and manageable proportions.

The Fifth World Champlonship. By 1954 the "Mighty Magyars" from Hungary had taken
over e role o e lnvinc es. Probably what can be considered the greatest team of
all time, thls peerless group chalked up an amazing string of victories; at this particu-
lar time they had no equals and no country could match the skill and uncanny wizardry of
these master craftsmen as they reigned supreme with one convincing victory after another,
all achieved with relentless monotony. The magical names of Groscics, the black panther
in the goal; the peerless Ferenc Puskas, the greatest exponent of inside forward play (who
later went on to even greater heights with the world-reknowned Real Madrid from Spain); the
famous defense of Buzansky, Lantos, Boszik, Lorant, and Zacharias; and the skill and ef-
fervescent attack of the reknowned Ozibor, Koscic, and Toth; all led by the great Hidegku=-
tu, one of the world's greatest tacticlans in the art of center-forward play; will never
be forgotten. At this particular time these names were being rhymed off as easily as the
Lordis Prayer. Only the ill-fated Hungarian uprising was to dismember this greatest team
of all time.

In the years leading up to the 1954 series 1n‘Sw1tzerland, the great Hungarian mas-
ters, who incidently had gained the Olympic soecer title at the London Olympics, were in-
vited to England to meet the might of the Sassenach challenge. On a bleak November day at
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the magnificent Empire Stadium at Wembley, they
smashed the proud unbeaten home-record of the white-g:-
shirted English with a crushing six-goals-to-three
victory, thus shattering the myth of Sassenach supe-
riority on home terrain (Hungary C128). They fol=-
lowed this up with an overwhelming seven=-goal-to-one
victory in the return match in the superb Nepstadium
in Budapest (Hungary 0127). With such apparent in-
vineibility they were considered the biggest favor-
ites of all time in their quest for world champion=-
ship honors in the fifth series in Berne.

As the nations of the F.I.F.A. organization who had qualified for a place 1in the
play=-offs for the world championships converged on the tiny Swiss caplital; the successful
nations included Jugoslavia, West Germany, Turkey, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Italy, and
Belgium, the British representation of Scotland and England, Switzerland as the host coun-
try, and of course Hungary as the strongest of the European teams. Brazil and Uruguay re-
turned 1in the defense of the South Americas with Mexico the sole representative of the
North American and Caribbean countries. North Korea, a team of unknown quality, put in
1ts bid on behalf of the Far East. With such a glittering array of soccer talent the ser-
les promised to be a great success.

It was here, too, that the development of radio commentary technique and the medium
of television did so much to arouse and increase the public interest to the delight of the
now-aging founder, Jules Rimet, who was present at the games for the last time. Televi=-
slon brought into the homes of millions of unfortunate fans the excitement and the glamor
which they had no earthly hope of seeing otherwise.

As the prelimlinary rounds progressed and neared the final stages, Hungary had done
everything expected of her, even administering to Uruguay her first world cup defeat by a
score of four goals to two; thus came the end of a proud record which had stood for twen-
ty-four years. The Uruguayans, who were humbled by the magic of the "Mercurial Magyars",
had in turn crushed Scotland's soccer artists, administering to thc Scots their heaviest
defeat. 1In a country where soccer is almost worshipped as a religion, the Scots were dub-
bed "The Team That Perished in the Sun”.

When confronted by Brazil in one of the bloodiest battles ever witnessed on a soccer
field, the brilliance of the Hungarian aces proved too much for the South Americans even
though they strove hard to keep the interest of the Americas alive in the game. In the
end they succumbed by a score similar to that of the Uruguayans; Hungary proved herself so
superior 1n every conceivable phase of the game 8o that it seemed that Brazil could offer
very little to stave off such humiliating defeat. With her rightful place in the final
Hungary confidently awalted the outcome of the other matches.

With surprising results West Germany, a country torn in half by the ravages of war,
emerged as the rightful opponents in what promised to be a final of foregone conclusion as
no one expected the West Gemrans to put up any serious opposition that might topple the
favorites in their quest for world championship supremacy. But in this unpredictable game
the strange hand of fate took over just as in the previous series in Brazil. The Germans,
who had reached the final rather luckily, recalled the country's brilliant wing from his
club's South American tour; in this game Helmut Rhan in the national colors of his country
proved himself the "ace in the pack". There is no doubt that he did much to bolster the
morale of the unfanciful Teutonics for, with such a sterling display on the wing, he re-
pald the move by turning out to be the outstanding personality of the Berne championships.

SPORTS GOLD MEDAL COLLECTION

NEW! bigger ... betfer ...more complete than ever!

all mint stamps-most imperf. sets-miniature sheets- miniature collective sheets
de luxe sheets-proofs essays-vignettes

SEND FOR MY POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORT 75c¢

HENRY TRACHTENBERG
15 rue HOCHE
IVRY - SEINE - FRANCE
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The game itself started with the usual dynamie fury of the mighty Magyars and within
ten minutes they had scored two quick and spectacular goals, putting them in a commanding
lead from which West Germany was never expected to recover. They planned that their un-
limite? talents would be fully exploited; the destruction of the West Germans was about to
begin since they had never shown themselves to be potential world-beaters. But, by re-
verting to the "W" formation, they exploited their speedy wings to the fullest and, by
plugging the defensive gaps which had cost them the early lead, by half-time West Germany
had tied the score.

In spite of all the wiles and wizardry of the supreme Magyars, in the second half the
brilliant Rhan shot the all-important winner Just as the match appeared to be golng into
an extra period required to break the tie. The great Puskas, in a dying effort, seemed to
have netted the equalizer; but, 1in one of the most mysterious decisions of all time, the
goal was ruled out for some infringement. Had the game gone into the extra period, there
is 1little doubt that the Hungarian maestros would have taken command again. With the

e mq'“‘ o score at three to two in favor of the West Germans, as rank outsiders
= ey B they had achieved the impossible.

In spite of all the publicity that preceded the Fifth World Series
in Berne; only Switzerland, the host country, saw fit to commemorate
the Games. Its contribution (350) 1s one of the world's most Dbeauti-
ful sports stamps to grace the albums of sports philatelists.

) _ o SLOCANS * CANCELS *+ METERS “™N

belong in your SPORT, SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES collections

LARGE SELECTION ¢+ MONTHLY MAIL AUCTION SALES

Also U,N.,, REFUGEE, MAPS, INSECTS, ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS,
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others.

MOE LUFF 125 GREENE ROAD SPRING’ VALLEY, N. Y.

REVIEWS
Howard's "Sport, Olympic, and Recreation CheckList"

This attractive 75=-page check-list was prepared by Fred Sussman and Barbara T. Wil-
liams. Printed by photo-offset methods, 1t measures 82" x 11" in size and 1s bound spir-
ally in a gold-colored, pebbled plastic cover. No illustrations are included except on
the frontespiece.

Phe check-1list is developed alphabetically by country; no breakdown by sub-toplc is
attempted. The text is arranged in vertical columns indicating the year of issue, the
Scott catalogue number, the Yvert catalogue number, and a brief description of the sub-
Ject matter depicted. In most cases, complete sets are identified as to the reason for
issue and then broken down individually with the subject depicted on each stamp listed.

Colors and additional philatelic information are not provided. Overprints, imperfor-
ate stamps, souvenir sheets, and some debatable items are included in the listings if they
are included in either of the standard catalogues used as references. Generally speaking,
the Communist countries are covered rather completely although the listings of Cuba lack
many of the issues of the past two years.

The definitions governing this check-list are extremely broad. Casual ilnspection in-
dicates that entries on children's games, Boy Scouts and their overseas equivalents, danc-
ing, native hunting and boating, etc., are included with the more standard sports and re=-
creation items. To use the check=-list effectively, one must be very certain of his own
desires and definitions and then pick and choose carefully.

Three omissions are to be regretted. The Stanley Gibbons catalogue numbers, which
are used widely through the English-speaking world, might well have been included with
those from Yvert and Scott. No provisions for additional entries are provided; in this

age of rapid issuance of sports items, no check-list can pretend to be really worthwhile
without some feature to permit constant up-dating--unless, of course, very frequent new
editions of the publication are anticipated. Since many sports collectors arrange their
collections by sub-topics, it is a pity +that another section, admittedly quite large,
could uot have cross-referenced the original entries according to the subject matter de=-
picted.

This new publication is available from Fred Howard Sports Stamps, 10613 Rochester
Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif., 90024. The price is $3.00, postpaid in the United States.
The volume appears to be well worth the price. R.M.B.



IS ATA MEMBERSHIP WORTHWHILE TO THE SPORTS COLLECTOR? 5
- Bob Bruce =

This article is not the easiest or most pleasant to write. However, a challenge so
severe as to demand immediate attention has been thrown in the direction of SPI. I would
be derelict in my responsibilities as president of SPI if I did not rise to this challenge
and put into print for the benefit of our members some factual material concerning SPI,
ATA, and sports collecting and some personal opinions on the same subjects.

A copy of a recruiting letter written in behalf of ATA by one of its vice-presidents
(who, incidently, is a member of SPI) has just come my way. Insofar as I know, this let-
ter was malled to all SPI members who do not belong to ATA. My great regret is that there
has been so long a time between the mailing of these letters and the circulation of my re-
buttal in this issue of "JSP". I hope that these paragraphs do not reach our non-ATA mem=-
bers too late for them to evaluate the facts before taking possible actlon.

The gist of ATA's letter is a plea that all sports collectors should join ATA. The
argument i1s that ATA has popularized topical collecting and thus lifted the prices of top-
ical issues, including sports. Other "advantages" of membership in ATA are listed in an
enclosure.

For the new members of SPI I mention these historical facts:

1. From September, 1960, through August, 1962, the current working nucleus of
SPI operated a Sports Unit under the ATA and published a monthly periodiecal, "Sport-
StampS". The author of the ATA recruiting letter did indeed render valuable service 1in
printing, collating, and mailing "SSS" during the first year of its short life.

2. After approximately one year of operation under the ATA it became obvious to
the officers, directors, and key workers of the Sports Unit that ATA was not really inter-
ested in the true development of specialized topical groups for the more advanced collec-
tors and was not giving more than token assistance to the Sports Unit. In addition, the
demands of ATA that all Sports Unit members belong to the parent organization was handi-
capping greatly the growth of the real functional group, the Sports Unit.

5. At the same time 1t became glaringly obvious that the parent organization re-
ally offered painfully few advantages for the sports collector who was beyond the beglin-
ner's stage of collecting.

4. Accordingly, the officers, directors, and key workers of the Sports Unit re-
signed as of August 31, 1962, and formed the present completely independent orgenization,
Sports Philatelists International.

The approach of ATA, both in this letter and in other routine membership solicita-
tions, is so blatant as to merit some comment. These are the personal opinions of your
president, who had a leading part in the old Sports Unit, who performs a key role in SPI,
and who knows the overall situation all too well as a life member of ATA.

It 1s true that the growth of ATA has coincided with the growth of topical collect-
ing, but it is extremely hazardous to establish a cause-and-effect relationship favoring
ATA. It 1s far more likely that ATA has grown simply as a result of the growth of topical
collecting.

At least four factors entered into this growth of topical collecting, all of them in-
dependent of the existence of ATA. Pirst, topical collecting attracted considerable in=-
terest prior to World War II and thus prior to the advent of ATA. Some sixty or seventy
years ago, album pages for toplcal collections had made their appearance in the imperial
court of Emperor Franz Josef in Austria. Between 1934 and 1936 at least three articles
concerning Olympic philately appeared in "Weekly Philatelic Gossip". Twenty years ago the
same publication carried a series of topical check=-lists by Phebe B. Booth; this was still
several years before the formation of ATA.

Second, although ATA has members all over the world, these individuals constitute but
a small percentage of the sports collectors in Italy, Germany, and Poland, to mention sev=-
eral countries where strong regional and/or national sports groups exist. Surely ATA can=-
not claim credit for the growth of sports philately in these countries. Yet 1t is the
world-wide popularity of topical collecting which has caused the steady rise in the prices
of topicals and has alerted so many postal administrations to the vast profits to be made
in the issue and sale of postage stamps of interest to topical collectors.

Third, Just after World War II it was still possible to form general collections of
the world; the vast flood of postal wallpaper had not hit its full stride. But, when the
dikes burst in the next few years, people just couldn't keep up with the output of the
printing presses and were forced to narrow the field of their active interests. Topical
collecting was one of the natural results.

Fourth, during the immediate post-war period European money was inflated severe}y and
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American money bought so much. But by 1950 or 1951 the European economy had recovered and
BEuropean collectors re-entered the stamp market with fat pocketbooks. The resulting tre-
mendous increase in stamp prices added extra resistance to the formation and maintenance
of general collections. Again, topical collecting gained accordingly.

So we see that the growth of topical collecting was Jjust one of the natural reactlons
to this combination of circumstances. Anyone who detected this trend and climbed on the
"gravy train" could hardly miss!

There is also considerable doubt as to whether this vast growth 1s all to the good.
Anyone who has really contributed to this growth must take at least partial credit for the
vast outpourings of Afghanistan, Paraguay, East Germany, Romania, and the other prosti-
tutes of philately. If one is primarily interested in the appreciation of his stamp hold-
ings, then the upward spiral of prices is fine. I do submit, however, that he would do
still better spending his time studying the stock market. But if, on the other hand, he
collects for enjoyment and education; this upward trend may be only a handicap to his hob-

by .

At any rate, these problems are with us. And I, for one, cannot feel that this pre-
sumed contribution of ATA to topical growth 1is sufficient argument to send each sports
collector rushing for membership in ATA.

One should evaluate carefully the positive offerings of ATA before embarking on mem-
bership. I do not attempt to argue one way or another in this matter. I simply ask that
all SPI mcmbters not familiar with ATA's services examine them most carefully before Joln-
ing. I suggest that a careful study of not one, but several, consecutive issues of "Topl-
cal Time", ATA's once-every-two-months' publication, 1s absolutely necessary to evaluate
ATA's program fairly. In an organization operating almost entirely by mail, what feature
can begin to compare in importance with its periodical? If you like what you find, by all
means Jjoin ATA. If you collect several topics, ATA's appeal may be somewhat stronger.
But, if you join and are dissatisfied and disillusioned with the coverage of ATA in the
field of sports, don't say I didn't warn you.

Up to this point I have tried to be dispassionate and unbiased. Now I shall lay it
on the line bluntly for the individual who collects sports (and closely related areas) as
his only topical. The victim of a brain tumor seeks the services of the best=tralined
neuro=-surgeon he can find. He does not leave his fate in the hands of a general practi-
tioner or a general surgeon. Similarly the true sports collector, whether a beginner or a
veteran, will not fill his needs with a general topical organization, one which has specl-
alized Units for a number of topics but cannot truthfully say that it now has “such a Unit
functional for sports. And for sports coverage I will stack our own "JSP" against "Topi-
cal Time" anyday and win hands down. Need I say more?

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT
- Fred Farr =

Tip of the month--Luxembourg 384-85. This attractive multicolored set was issued in
honor of the International Cross-country Blcycle Race, held at Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxem=-
bourg, orn February 18, 1962. With a face value of only 15¢, these stamps are still avail=~
able at approximately 26¢ a set. Stamps of Luxembourg are very popular, especially in Fu-
rope, hence the sports motif for this set will eventually cause market pressures which
will drive up the price. Luxembourg's stamps usually increase rapidly 1n price, as a
hasty perusal of Scott will immediately reveal; so the knowledgeable sports collector will
make sure now that this set 1s in his collection. Fine used copies are often hard to get,
due to the soft chalky paper on which these stamps are printed.

Brazil %25. Despite the fact that this stamp was iccued to honor the 50th anniver-
sary o he founding of the Fluminense Football Club, this stamp depicts the five-ringed
Olympic Games symbol, shows a runner with an Olympic-like torch, and also depicts 'a bowl
with a flame! The Fluminense Football Club 1is the oldest and richest football (soccer)
club in Brazil, but one would never know it by glancing at this stamp. Surely every col=-
lector of Olympic material will want this stamp, as well as collectors of stamps deplct-
ing soccer, the most popular sport in the world. Still available at a modest 15¢ from
dealers in the United States, +this stamp will not always be available so cheaply. Remem-
ber, Brazil has been in the throes of a terrible inflation which has caused philatelic
speculators in Brazil to unload their holdings for American dollars; if the inflation is
halted, this flow of stamps will likewise halt, resulting in rising prices.

Italy 611. Many sports philatelists in the United States include stamps depicting
the Colosseum in Rome in their collections. After all, the Colosseum was the site of most
of ancient Rome's sports events. Although quantities printed and sold have never been re-
vealed officlally, this stamp i1s one of the better postwar stamps issued by Italy. Scott
puts a catalogue valuation of $2.50 on this stamp; so if you purchase a copy at one-half
catalogue value, you have done well indeed. A steady demand for this stamp is assured
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from collectors of alrmall stamps because it depicts a DC-4 Skymaster.

. Czechoslovakia 21%. Many sports collectors will overlook this stamp because it is
not illustrate n Scott. A sailboat on a reservoir behind a dam 1is depicted on this
stamp, which is part of a set (918-19). Scott puts a modest 27¢ valuation on this set,
which retails for approximately full catalogue value. Buy this stamp now, while other

collectors are ignorant of its sports connotation; don't walt until everyone suddenly re-
alizes that this is a sports stamp!

Algeria B49. Part of a set (B47-50), this stamp depicts the head of an athlete,
crowne W, a wreath of laurel leaves (an Olympic winner, perhaps?). The editors of
Scott should wake up regarding this item=--their catalogue price of 60¢ for this stamp 1is
utterly laughable. If you can buy this stamp at $1.00, you have done well; but you will
probably have to buy the complete set for about $2.75. Don't fret-about buying the set,
however; B47 deplcts two children playing alongside a stream, so many collectors comnslder
thlis stamp also to be a sports item. Collectors of France and Colonies are looking for
this set, so get your's before the next round of price rises.

Brazil 212. Issued in honor of the Third World's Volleyball Championship <for Women
and the Fourth World's Volleybell Championship for Men, this stamp depicts a volleyball
and net. At a time when almost all of Brazil's sports stamps had a face value of 2.50cr,
this stamp had a relatively high face value of llcr, which is presumably the rate for for-
eign letters. It is logical to presume that this high face value discouraged speculators
from purchasing vast quantities of this stamp, hence this stamp should increase in value
as the years go by. Get your copy now, while the price is down to about 15¢ for a mint
copy. Quite probably most copies were used up in the normal postal channels, hence are
lost to philately forever.

Costa Rica Cl2l1-23. In 1946 Costa Rica issued three new values to the elusive air-
mall soccer set, 557-56, in an edition of 100,000 copies of each stamp. Not all these
stamps were sold, however, and 45,000 sets were later overprinted, leaving only 55,000 of
un=-overprinted stamps. Although Scott puts a catalogue valuation of $4.25 on this set, it
is still available for about $2.00-=-but this price won't last for long. The fact that a
used set catalogues only $1.55 clearly shows that most of these stamps were used up on
commercial mail, so don't délay in getting your mint set.

Costa Rica (Cl45-47. Issued in 1947 1in an edition of 45,000 copies of each stamp,
this set comprises the overprinted remainders of (l21-23 (mentioned above). A mint set
catalogues $3.75, approximately twice the $1,80 valuation for a used set, denoting that
most copies were used on commercial mail. This set, despite the fact that it was issued
in smaller quantities than €121-23, retails for only $1.50 (less than the $2.00 price for
Ccl21-23). Obviously, this situation won't always exist, and this set must eventually rise
t2 a price higher than Cl21-23. Do you have your set? Incidentally, on the European con-
tinent this set actually retails for a higher price than Cl21-23, although both sets are
an excellent purchase at today's prices.

Slovakia B2l-4. The designer of this set evidently tried to please all sportsmen by
_~iIncluding designs showing a skier, a discus thrower, a diver, and two sprinters. No mat-
ter what your speclalty in sports stamps, you probably need this set. Immediately after
World War II this set was very cheap, but not any longer; prices average between §$1.50 and
$2.00, although this writer purchased his set only a few years ago for twenty cents! The
1964 "Michel" catalogue puts an evaluation of almost $3.00 on this set, so it can no long-
er be regarded as wallpaper. Many dealers in sports stamps report this set "out of
stock", so let that be your tip-offl
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