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THE JULES RIMET WORLD CUP STAMPS
- Scot Landy -

Part One

When Brazil won the Jules Rimet
World Cup in the 1962 series in
Chile, the membership of F.I.F.A.
had swelled to alarming proportions.
Not even its principal founder could
have visualized the tremendous suc-
cess soccer had had and the rapid
strides which it has made since it

Just as Baron de Coubertin
could be termed the father of the
modern Olympic Games; 8o too Jules
Rimet, a French lawyer, could be re=-

was first introduced in the early
nineteenth century and then struggled
through the stormy period of world
history which threatened 1its very
survival. Truly it is now a specta-
cle which can be considered second in
importance only to the Olympic Games.

Football Assoclation”, more simply
known as F.I.F.A. This is the gov=-
erning body of the sport as a world
championship spectacle on the grand-

garded as the principal founder of e it est scale.
the "Federation Internationale de

The trophy which symbolizes the highest honor attained in world soccer 1is a solid
gold statuette representing "Victory" with outspread wings; in her upraised hands she
holds an octagonal bowl in the form of a cup. The statuette 1is the work of a French
sculptor, Abel Lafleur, and cost F.I.F.A. somewhere in the vicinity of fifty thousand
francs. Until now this coveted trophy has never been won outright, but Brazil as reigning
world champions has a wonderful opportunity to accomplish this feat with a third succes-
slve victory in the next series to be held in England in 1966.

The previous holders of the Jules Rimet trophy are as follows:

Host Country Winner Second Place Third Place

1930 Uruguay Uruguay Argentina T
1934 Italy Italy Czechoslovakia Germany
1938 France Italy Hungary Brazil
1950 Brazil Uruguay Brazil Sweden
1954 Switzerland West Germany Hungary Austria
1958 Sweden Brazil Sweden France
1962 Chile Brazil Czechoslovakia Chile

Due to the outbreak of World War II, the trophy remained in Italy for a period of twelve
years after the 1938 competition.

Inauﬁuration of the Jules Rimet Cup and the birth of world soccer. Prior to the
nineteen century ootba made 8 appearance n various forms; ut the game was so
rough and dangerous that it not only had to be curtailed but, in many cases, prohibited by
law. In 1863 a Football Association to standardize the rules had come into being in Eng-

land. As the sport progressed in later years, the development of skill rather than brute
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force led to the possibility of competition on a big scale. But today in its present form
of big business the spirit of competition still runns very high. '

Throughout the world the craze spread 1like fire, though unfortunately the rules as
interpreted by the Football Assoclation were being flagrantly abused. It was essential,
therefore, that some semblance of consistent rules interpretation be maintalned 1f soccer
were to survive as a force in world sport.

After many unseccessful attempts to unify the game he loved so well, in 1904 Jules
Rimet, the French lawyer and sportsman supreme, formed the International Football Federa-
tion (later known as F.I.F.A. with seven member countries. In spite of his gallant ef-
forts the English Association remained aloof and repeatedly refused the cordial lnvita-
tions to accept membership.

The tremendous success of football in the 1920 Olympics held in Antwerp, Belgium,
gave him added incentive. With the backing of staunch friends (Henry Delauney, a compa=-
triot who had been elected secretary of F.I.F.A.; Rudolf Seeldrayers, vice=-president of
the F.I.F.A.; Hugo Meisl from Austria; and the German, Herr Linneman), all dynamic and de-
dicated figures in their own spheres; 1t seemed that the stage was set at last to put the
plan into operation. But in spite of the success at Antwerp, the uncertainty remalned un=-
til the wind-up of the Eighth Olympiad in Paris in 1924,

In Paris the cherished dream of Jules Rimet became a reality. TFor it was here that a
team from the tiny Republic of Uruguay was to give him the reward his efforts so richly
deserved. Spectators who had come to look upon the Olympic soccer competition as a novel=-
ty were astounded that this comparatively unknown team of dusky athletes from a somewhat
obscure land could treat the cream of Europe with so much contempt. Playing in an atmo-
sphere of soccer splendor that was rich with all the glamour, charm, and immense passion
of the South American technique; displaying poise, pace, and precision; and showing a ball
control that was breath-taking in its very execution; they proceeded to sweep majestically
over the strong contingents of France, Jugoslavia, Holland, and Switzerland. The United
States' team with a representation of European emigrants met with the same fate as it in
turn was wwiftly eliminated with the same business-like proficiency.

This was something entirely new to F.I.F.A.; but four years later at the Ninth Olym-
Pic Games at Amsterdam in Holland, the Uruguayans confirmed their position as a force in
world soccer with their tremendous enthusiasm and technique as they defeated their great-
est rivals, Argentina, in the final game.
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To mark her achievements at the Eighth Olympic Games, Uruguay issued a set of three
stamps in 1924 (282-84), following up with an additional set of three for the 1928 victory
at Amsterdam in the Ninth Olympic Games (388=90). Though these are strictly Olymplic is-
sues, 1t would be folly indeed not to include them as the forerunners to any collection of
world soccer on stamps. With the dominance of South American soccer at these modern O-
lympics, in a way Uruguay was instrumental in creating the cherished dream of Jules Rimet.

The First World Championship. As the stormy era of the Twenties was but a memory,
the Thirtles were %o hold a rapIg advancement for Rimet as the fascination of the sport
captured the imagination of all creeds. The clubs from Europe began to take extensive
tours over the American continents. Travel in those days was not so swift as it is today,
but the news of these tours was eagerly awaited. There was always something new to be
learned. F.I.F.A., eager for the advancement of the sport, met to discuss and decide a
venue to the staglng of a world tournament. The strong claims of Uruguay were given se-
rious consideration. These clalms were partially Justified by the fact that she rightly
regarded herself as the reigning world champion based on her two sweeping victories in
the Olympic Games of 1924 and 1928, but the odds were heavily against her.

A tiny natlon, of barely two million inhabitants tucked away in the terrain of a vast
unknown continent, her potential success in staging the greatest soccer spectacle of that
time seemed very remote to the rest of the world and it appeared that the F.I.F.A. was
gambling its very reputation and staking everything to uphold the claims of the little re=-
public on the strength of her victories in the Olympic Games. It was pointed out that in
the midst of her "Centenary of the Republic"™ celebrations, the country had more to think
about than the staging of a world series.

Nothing could have been farther from the truth. Within a short time Uruguay com-
pleted a modern amphitheater with a capacity of nearly one hundred thousand spectators and

names 1t "Centenary Stadium". They brought together their famous Olgmgic team which had
done so well and; concentrating on the famous halfback line of the defense of Andrada,

Lorenzo, and Gestido; they resorted-to the "Iron Curtain” tactics later to be employed so
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successfﬁlly by the top-ranking teams from Europe. These same soul-destroying tactics
were to prove the winning factor 4in her eventual victory in the World Championship in
1930.

Europe was represented by France, Belgium, Jugoslavia, and Romania and was Joined by
the United States and Mexico from the North American continent. The South American group
of Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, and Peru completed the pool. In the concluding
games Uruguay once more emerged as a finalist, meeting the Argentine, her adversary of the
1928 Olympiad. There was no doubt in anyone's mind that the final outcome would be a re-
peat of the soccer wizardry of the Amsterdam Olympics. What was not anticipated, however,
was the intense rivalry bordering on near hatred in what Argentina regarded as a revenge
encounter to compensate for her humiliating defeat by her tiny neighbor at Amsterdam.
With so much national prestige at stake, the final between these two nations generated a
burning desire completely foreign to the more conservative followers of the game from Eu-
rope. Nor did the daily newspapers help to curb the growing hatred that these two nations
were bullding up against one another. On the contrary, they were doing an excellent Job
by inflaming the hot blood of the Latins to a point of mass hysteria.

In such an atmosphere of hypertension the police authorities resorted to a search for
firearms and other offensive weapons. For reasons of public safety they imposed a crowd
limit far below the capacity of the Centenary Stadium. In spite of these precautions,
they were unable to cope with the frustrated gate-crashing fanatics as Uruguay once agaln
confirmed her superiority by a four-goals-to-two victory. In all the finer arts of the
game the Uruguayans once more excelled over their fancier neighbors. The idolization that
followed this victory resulted in almost incredible scenes as the jubilant Uruguarans cel-
brated as the undisputed and firmly-established world champions.

Although this series produced no stamp issues, the two sets already mentioned serve
to honor Uruguay's great victories in the soccer arena and to give her an exalted place in
the annals of world soccer for all time. To Jules Rimet it seems that his ambitions were
at long last materializing and, as with the modern Olympic Games, he prepared to stage the
world championships once every four years.

The Second World Championship. By 1934 the stage was set for bringing together the
colorful nations of the Americas with those of Europe for the Second Series to determine
the new world champlons. The Italians, who had been seriously challenging for top honors,
lost no time in enticing back many of the South American stars whose ancestors had hailed
from the mother country. In addition to the large sums offered, 1Italy adopted the policy
of having these players naturalized in order to make them eligible for the national team.
Playing in their sky blue shirts, they were nicknamed "Las Squadra Azzura". The former
Argentine, Brazilian, and Chilean stars blended magnificently with the more robust style
employed by the Italians, giving the team a composed and relaxed harmony hitherto unknown
in the quality of their play. In their challenge for honors they had become a force in
Europe.

The Brltish, whose reglonal teams from England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales remained
outside the Jjurisdiction of F.I.F.A. by their constant refusal to accept membership and
thus to become eligible to meet the challenge from the Americas, were probably the strong-
est on the European scene; but they continued their policy of isolation.

The claims of the Italian Assoclation were given serious consideration when they ap-
plied for the staging of the Second World Championships and everything pointed in their
favor due to the grandeur of thelr super-stadia. It was decided to hold the final compe=-
tition in Rome. In such capable hands as those of Vittorio Pozzo, thelr team manager,

these superbly trained athletes radiated a confidence that was to wrest the initlative
from the South Americans. They were helped 4in their quest for honors in that the chal-
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lenge of Uruguay had long since deteriorated due to her constant feud wlth her Argentine
neighbors. In any case, with the participation of Austria, Czechoslovakia, France, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Romania, and Sweden no serious threat to Buropean
domination was anticipated. The Egyptian entry was not taken seriously, while the United
States!' bid did not seem formidable enough for such important competition. The South
Americans looked to Brazil +to uphold the honor which had been theirs for so long. But in
the end it was no surprise when, in a hard-fought final with Czechoslovakla in which extra
time was required, the Italians emerged as the ultimate winners and new world champions.
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To commemorate this fine achievement no time was lost in issuing the philatelic re-
minders which today are becoming elusive in the field of sports philately. The set of
nine values issued by Italy in 1934 (324-28 and C62-5) depict players in dynamic action,
while a similar set issued in altered colors and overprinted for the Aegean Islands (31=5
and C28-31) bears the same basic design. The twelve-value set for general use in Italy's
former colonies (46-50 and C29-35) is proving more difficult to acquire as only twenty
thousand complete sets were printed. The ultimate scarcity of this set will be fully re-
alized as the theme "Soccer on Stamps" gains momentum in the not-too-distant future.
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The Third World Championship. By the year 1938 France was proposed as the venue for
the staging of the Third Wor. Championship. Under the dark and foreboding clouds of yet
another World War all the sterling lead-up work of Jules Rimet and the F.I.F.A. seemed in
Jeopardy. In the intervening years since tke Rome finals a new force, Spain, had been
Jockeying for the top spot in European soccer. Her close relationships with the South
American countries had given her a position which was the envy of her neighbors. But sud-
denly she found herself in the ravages of one of the most brutal civil wars in all his-
tory, a prelude to the slaughter of mankind which was soon to follow. For obvious reasons
the Spaniards were unable to participate, although their entry had been looked upon with
great expectations. They were stlll smarting from the horrors of war and the Spanish Fed-
eration had crumbled in the ruins left in the wake of the catastrophe.

The Austrians, whose "Wunderteam"” had long since ceased to exist, were having their
troubles as the stranglehold of a sinister dictatorship from the Third Reich had caught up
wlth them and was gradually reaching out to the Czechoslovakian homeland im the Sudetan-
land. It was a real feat on the part of F.I.F.A. even to contemplate the staging of a
world champlionship. In Britain the Reglonal Assocliations vehemently refused to accept the
invitation to participate and thus keep alive the work of the dedicated Rimet. The poli=-
tical relationship of the French Association and the reigning world champions from Italy
was 80 strained that any rapport was rapidly deteriorating with the persistent hostility
between these two nations. The intervention of their respective governments seemed to be
putting an end +to the Games before they had gotten underway. The challenge from South
America had not been as enthuslastic as in previous years. In such circumstances brave
Rimet saw no other way than to cancel the matches.

Rather than endanger the series, at the last moment Italy consented to defend her ti-
tle as world champions. The Czechs, too, decided to make the challenge. The Scandinavian
countries of Norway and Sweden, together with Holland and her colonies from the Dutch East
Indies accepted the invitation to join. Belgium, Poland, Hungary, and Romania also sent
teams of the highest national level. On the other hand, the United States, with a policy
of isolation and non-intervention in EBurope, refused to be drawn into any complication
which might arise out of these games. The possibility of a strong challenge from this
quarter was completely ruled out. Cuba, a dark horse, put in her bid for world fame. The
loyal Brazillans determined to make a supreme effort to wrest the initiative from European
dominance and prepared to uphold the honor of South America as sole representatives. 1In
the end their challenge did not appear to be strong enough, but much was learned by them
for future bids. Unquestionably the Italians, again ably plloted by the shrewd Vittorio
Pozzo, appeared as more than likely to emerge as the ultimate winners and thus were the
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. With so much unrest and mistrust the series proved to be one of the fiercest in the
annals of world championships; the shattering effect this had on world soccer at thls par-
ticular time almost broke the spirit of its founder. As it was, the adherence to the
rules was violated in every conceivable instance and in all phases of the game so that it
was obvious that, if no immediate alterations were made to the rules, the game would col-
lapse as a championship spectacle.

The final match was played at the Colombes Stadium in Paris and was witnessed by no
fewer than fifty thousand spectators, all bitterly antagonistic toward the Italians. The
world champions, whose steamroller tactics infuriated the majority of the spectators pre-
sent, aroused the ire of even the neutrals by their desire to win at all costs. Thelir
Hungarian opponents had no answer to the tactics employed by the "Azzuri" who were ably
spearheaded by the magnificent Sylvio Piola, probably the greatest exponent of center-for-
ward play of his day. Though the Magyars, with their dellicate, refined touches which had
proven so successful in the preliminary rounds of the competition, put up a sterling per-
fogmance to stave off the impending defeat; they proved no match <for the Itallans in the
en .

The four=-goals-to~two victory enabled the world champions to retain
thelr hold on the trophy and, due to the imminent outbreak of hostilities
in Europe and the suspension of further world series, the Jules Rimet cup
remained in Italy for a period of twelve years until the more grim busi-
ness at hand was finally disposed of.

For this series only France, the host country, saw fit to issue afi=,
solitary value (349) to commemorate the occasion of these games.

(To be continued)
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OLYMPIANA

Cancellation of the proposed Kenya overprint set. In answer to hls recent letter of
inquiTry concerning this set, BLLL Gu%ErIe lgPI 7735) has received a response from the East
African Posts and Telecommunications Administration. In part it says: ".ececeeeslt 18 re-
gretted that, due to a change of venue for the meeting of the 60th Session of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee from Nairobi +to Baden Baden (Germany), the issue of the East
African Commemorative Stamps has now been cancelled.......”" It is refreshing to note that
this newly independent government faced the facts honestly and made no effort to line its
pockets at our expense. B.G.

* * * * +*

The Olympic flag on stamps. Travis Land, 1in his article on the Olympic flag in the
August, I§6E, Issue of "JopP", states "O0lympic flag on stamps--nary a one". The Olympic
flag is shown on Haitl Bl and CBl-2, on France 817, and in the vcenter of the souvenir
sheets on Dominican Republic 479-83, Cl00-02, B6-10, and CB4=6. S.J.H.

* * * * *

Cut in the Summer Olympic program for 1968. We note with mixed emotlons that the In-
ternational Olympic Committee has eliminated archery, handball, Judo, and volleyball from
the program for the Summer Olympic Games in 1968. One cannot help but wonder what are the
criteria for selecting those events to remain cn the program. The same dispatch indicates

that, although the eighteen events remaining on the program now meet the Olympic require-
ment, cycling and soccer are in grave danger of elimination also. Since soccer 1s clear=-
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ly the international game, it 1s distressing to see it in Jeopardy. However, it would ap=-
pear that the Rimet Cup competition probably fills the gap in soccer and the Olympic com=-
petition is a duplication of second-rate quality. R.M.B.

* * * * *

1932 0lympic label. The cover 1llustrated below moved from Chicago to southera Tex-
as some two months efore the 1932 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. The label itself, al=-
though now mounted on the front of the cover, was applied to the back of the cover during
the original mailing. Who can supply additional information on this label? T.L.L.

PSSR

%* * * * *

More on the Olympic rings. Travis Land's excellent research article on the first
Olympic ag contains a reference to the "legend of the continents" as applied to the use
of five rings. For the benefit of those readers unfamiliar with this legend, this refers
to the theory that the five rings represent +the five major divisions of the earth's land
surface. Whether the "five-interlocking-rings symbol was drawn first and then the inter-
pretation given to the design" is really immaterial. 1It's like the 0ld riddle: Which came
first, the chicken or the egg? However, there is another aspect to the situation which
might shed more light on the mystery; this is the choice of colors used for the rings.

Tradlition has it that de Coubertin chose, as the background for the flag, white=--the
symbol of purity. The colors for the individual rings was another matter. Any one par-
ticular color might please some nations but displease others. Finally de Coubertin hit
upon an ingenious solution. At that time 34 different countries were members of the In-
ternational Olympic Committee. Examining the national flags of these 34 nations, de Cou-
bertin discovered that all these flags could be made using only five different - colors--
blue, yellow, black, green, and red. ’

It is at this point that the legend of the five continents crops up. Supposedly, the
color representations are red for the Americas, yellow for Asia, black for Africa, blue
for Europe, and green for Australia. Advocates of this theory like to point out the con-
nection between the colors and the natives of each continent (America, land of the red-
skins), or the color associated with each continent (Europe and the blue Mediterranean;
Australla, the bush country). Unfortunately, we have no written records to substantiate
this theory. H.W.

¥* * * #* ¥*

Apollo on sports stamps. In Greek mythology Apollo (Phoebus Apollo) was the God of
the Sun and the patron of music and poetry. In one of his early conquests he slew the
enormous serpent 1in the caves of Mount Parnassus and instituted the Pythian Games (586
B.C.=394 A.D.) in honor of this feat. The Pythian Games were the second most important of

the Greek festivals; here the award was a crown of laurel branches.

Also charged with the care of Greek youth, especlally of young boys prior to adult=-
hood; Apollo himself was proficient in athletic activities. He defeated Hermes in a foot
race and Ares in boxing and thus is presumed to have been the first victor of the Olympic
Games. Apollo was worshipped by athletes because he was belleved to give the power of en-
durance in boxing, as well as of adroitness and fleetness of foot.
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Gultig - Valables
Valevoli
21 11, - 31 Xt 1944

Apollo is deplcted as a discus thrower on Greece 184-85. Switzerland 290=92 shows
the bust of Apollo from a statue in the Temple of Zeus at Olympia about 460 B.C. This set
of three stamps was issued in 1944 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the constitution

of the International Olympic Committee. S.d.H,

* #* * #* *

Japanese 0Ol ic fund-raising lottery tickets. Bill Guthrie has submitted two sam-
ples of Japanese ofympIc TunE-rastng Tottery tickets. This is another of the many de-

vices used to provide the necessary funds to host successfully the 1964 Olympic Games.
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