WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS=--WILL SPORTS PHILATELY KILL ITSELF?
- Bob Bruce -

This is the last of three articles dealing with the vast quantities of stamps and re-
lated material with a sports theme being released into the philatelic market at the pre-

sent time and with the problems this wave causes.  The first article established certaln
criteria by which this flood of material might be judged and then analysed the 1962 1s-
sues according to these criterila. The second described the effects of such a flood upon

sports philately and described several of the organized efforts to educate collectors of
all types as to Just what 18 belng issued. The third will suggest personal methods of
dealing with the flood from the viewpoint of the individual collector. It may very well
prove a bit more rugged going and step harder on a few more toes than did the first two of
the serles.

It was interesting, and disappointing, to note the lack of interest expressed in the
first article of the serles. With the exception of a small group of members who corres=-
pond regularly with me and who mentioned the article as a matter of course, there have
been only four responses--two from editors of major philatelic publications 1in this coun-
try and two from members in Africa. At the time of this writing (June 30th), the second
installment 4in the July issue of "JSP" was not yet available to our members. It will be
even more interesting, and revealing, to observe the reaction, if any, to the second arti-
cle. And if the current installment does not stir up at least a little controversy, I
shall be most disappointed.

Previously in our publication two of our leading members have expressed themselves on
how to handle the problem of the many 1ssues insofar as the individual collector is con-
cerned with his own collection. In the September, 1962, issue of "JSP" Ira Seebacher de=-
scribed the problem which exists today and offered three principles for gulding one's col-
lecting and thus one's purchases: Buy only items which are listed in the leading, reput-
able catalogues--no imperforate versions of the perforate issues, no color changes, améd no
trashy, artifieisl errors. Buy only those souvenir sheets from philatelically reputable
countries and at prices near the issue cost, allowing a fair mark-up for the dealers who
handle the issue. Buy only covers which actually passed through the mall on the day of
issue. In considering Mr. Seebacher's crit:ria we must remember +that he was one of the
iirst sport collectors and that he is a competitive exhibitor of international reputa=-

on,

Two months later, in our November, 1962, issue, Travis L. Land outlined his guiding
principles to include: Buy what one wishes for the complete enjoyment of his sports col=-
lection as a pure hobby. Study the APS and other evaluations for general background and
guidance. Ignore value and potential value in guiding your purchases. If you want an
item and can afford it, buy it; but keep your collecting a hobby rather than an investment
business. Above all, have fun with your collecting.

These are two rather widely divergent viewpoints, yet each is perfectly reasonable to
Ltslgroponent and likely has good numbers of supporters among the sports collectors of the
world.

Analysis of the possible complaints concerning the vast flow of sports material from
the printing presses these days might well group themselves into two categories. First,
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there would be the purely financial gripes. To keep up with the flood simply cc@ts too
much. This is regrettable, of course, but need not seem so overwhelming; one can avo®™l
this reaction by proper planning. To buy a2ll the availlable material now puts one in the
potentially dangerous position of accumulating a considerable quantity of material, some
of which may decline rapidly in value 1in the near future; yet one cannot help but wonder
how the first and second Greek Olympic sets were received in 1896 and 1906! Real evalua=-
tion of new issues lags so much in terms of publication dates of catalogues and philatelic
periodicals that many items are no longer readily avallable on the rapidly moving new 1s-
sues market after one has had time to accumulate the evidence and evaluate it carefully.

Second, there i1s the matter of principle concerning this flood of new lssues. In a
few cases our government in this country solves the problem for us by making the lmporta-
tion and sale of the issues of Red China, Cuba, North Korea, and North Viet Nam 1illegal.
Yet this very action seems to increase the desirability of these issues to many indlvidu-
als and there are loopholes in the law through which the material may be imported and sold
legally. Of more importance is the carefully considered judgment that to purchase the is-
sues of these countries and of the so-called Iron Curtain countries is only to support the
treasuries and thus the efforts of countries with whom we have to live, Jyet whose avowed
purpose 1is the defeat and ultimate overthrow of this country and its international
friends. But probably the most frequent is the plain feeling of being "taken". Yet even
this viewpoint overlooks the business aspects of stamp issuance--and it is literally a
money-making business, especlally to the smaller countries who rely upon the sale of thelr
emissions for a large proportion of their national income. Stamps have become, of course,
an international commodity, whose entire success is dependent upon the laws of economics.
To ignore these business aspects of the efforts of many stamp-issuing countries is to be
unwilling to face reality 1in the business world. In far too many cases the policles of
the so-called "agencies" include not only the distribution and sale of postal emissions,
but also the planning and preparation of such emissions.

It 1s the contention of this author that neither the Seebacher nor the Land criterla
are adequate for the guldance of the average new sports collector, nor for many of the
more experienced, for that matter. It is his further contention that no sports collector
need give up sports collecting for either financial reasons or matters of principle. It
is possible to live easily with these problems if he will face one gquestion clearly before
he starts a sports collection, make his plans carefully, and then stick to those plans.

Every sports collector and potential sports collector must first face this 1issue
squarely=--1s he planning to collect with one of his goals that of competitive exhiblitlon?
From this basic decision two clear paths emerge; there will be variations individually as
one progresses, but this 1s the major decision which will determine the scope and method
of his collecting.

Let us examine briefly these two paths and see Just where they lead one with respect
to the flood of new issues. But first, let us eliminate a little fringe group. If you
are vitally concerned whether the imperforate souvenir sheet of "X" country (face value of
fifty cents, but first offered on the market at $6.00) will be out of stock or trebled in

price Dbefore you evaluate the issue and get your copy, STOP right here. This artiele
isn't for you and SPI isn't for youl! You aren't a sports collector or a sports philate=-

list and have no real interests with us. You are a plain, ordinary speculator!

Now let us assume that you plan to collect for competitive exhibition. Let us hope
that by this time you are at least somewhat aware of the methods of judging such competi-
tlons. Usually the judges operate within a percentage framework, alloting certain poten=
tlal credit to their estimation of the completeness of your entry, its mounting and gener-
al appearance, the philatelic information included, the non-philatelic information dis-
played, etc. You must face this issue squarely--the largest percentage, usually by far,
although it may vary from exhibition to exhibition, 1s given to "completion". No matter
on what scope you collect, how broad or narrow is your topic, how well you have it mount-
ed, and how thorough 18 youtr write-up; you can't win in tough competition unless you have
the stamps for a reasonable degree of completion.

With this "fact of life" clearly in mind, I suggest strongly that you then do the
following before you go much farther:

l. Obtain brochures from typical local, national, and internatiosal competitions
and find out Just what is demanded by the judges of entries of the type you will eventual=-
lytenter in such competitions. Find out now Just how much "completion" determines the
outcome.

2. More important, find out how various competitions define "completion" and how
the Jjudges will react to the emissions of the Iron Curtain countries in general and speci-
fically to those of Paraguay, Afghanistan, Albania, and the other super-entrepreneurs. If
there appear to be no local variations from cut-and-dried completion, you need everything
issued to support your collection in competition no matter how small 1its defined scope.
If specific variations appear regularly in the rules, then you may be able to pick and
choose carefully and still not handicap yourself with the Judges.

3. Having learned the demands for competitive exhibitions as they will apply to
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;Bur sports collection, collect with them constantly in mind. Enjoy yourself as best you
can, but learn to live with the villain of "completilon”.

It is interesting to note that the local sponsor of the recent TOPEX in Phoenlx, Ari=-
zona, took a refreshining view toward this factor of completion. The rules of the compe-
tition stated clearly that the material of Iron Curtain countries would count nelther for
nor against any entry. Their judges were instructed accordingly and, as indicated else=-
where in this issue of "JSP", SPI's members made out quite well in the final awards. It
does not take much stretch of the imagination, however, to imagine the virtual decimation
of certain types of topical collections 4if all Iron Curtain-country material were elimli-
nated.

This is an intriguing development with vast potentlialities. It would be interesting
to know how the judges reacted; did these special rules place a vast extra responsibility
on them to eliminate mentally the Communist material or did the collectors remount their
material for this special competition? Would the sponsors repeat the competition again
next month under the same rules? Would they broaden the limitations to include Afghanis-
tan, Paraguay, etc., on the list of material slated to have no effect in the Judglng? And
most important, will this isolated experiment become a trend in other competitions, parti=-
cularly in the topical sections of those of international and general philatelic scope?

Now let us assume that you do not plan to collect for competitive exhibltions. Here
you are in complete control of your collection; no external factors need determine what
you can and cannot do. You will be influenced by what you have seen and heard and read
and later by what you will see and hear and read in the future, but yours are the ultimate
decisions. So set your own standards and stick to them. Remember that this is a hobby, a
fine hobby, and an educational one, but still a hobby.

1. In setting your personal standards for collecting, consider the following:

a. Determine your personal goal in collecting.

b. Limit your range of sub-topics and define each collectible sub-toplc
clearly and carefully.

c. Limit your choice of material, both postal emissions and collateral ma-
terial, as you wish and as your pocketbook permits.

d. Broaden each sub-toplc as much as you can and wish. If your topic be
the sports stamps of two or three selected countries or possibly of the Europa group,
branch out into the collateral material. If you plan to collect track and field, break
down the topic into sub-topics (various events) and then into further aspects of each sub=-
topic (starts, finishes, baton passes, etc.). Get as technical as you wish in the non-
philatelic aspects of your collection. Use your previously acquired knowledge of the top-
ic or acquire the knowledge as you go along.

e. Mount your material as is appropriate to your planned needs. Use print-
ed or blank album pages as you wish; who really cares but you?

2. In dealing with the new issues problem, this is now your course as a result
of your careful planning:

a. Acquire as much information about each new issue as possible. Read one
or two philatelic publications regularly. Note the restrictions applied by the judgments
of the APS "black blot" and other similar programs.

b. Knowing the facts, buy what you want and need for your collection; but
don't compromise your established standards. If you really need a black-listed item and
can afford it; buy it, knowing fully its background. Fuk you maske the decisions yourself;
no one makes them arbltrarily for you.

3. Be Flexible in your collecting. If your chosen field gets too blg, modify
your standards and cut down the scope of your collection. Don't be afraid to face the
sltuation realistically. Control your collection; don't let your collection dominate you.
If your chosen field gets too small to keep you contented, modify your standards in the
opposite direction and expand your collecting scope.

4. Above all, enjoy your hobby. Don't let your collecting become a task. When,
and 1f, this condition develops; 1it's time to sit back and re-evaluate your standards and
your entire approach to the hobby.

If you can't enjoy collecting sports within either of the two frameworks outlined a=-
bove and enjoy 1t thoroughly as you go, then QUIT NOW. Don't punish yourself further. A
hobby is a hobby!

: lIn conclusion of this series, let me summarize my personal feelings about sports phi-
ately:

1. Sports philately is unlimited chronologically; it doesn't end when the Brus-
sels' Fair or the Anti-Malaria campaign 1s completed. As long as the peoples of the world
retain thelr sanity, Olympic Games will continue despite their growing difficulties. Be=-
tween Olymplc years there is a wide range of local, national, and international sports
competition and active recreation which will produce collectible material.

2. Sports philately is dynamic; it never stands still.

3. Sports philately 1is endless in collecting possibilities; both large and
small, but the boundaries of each possibility can be defined precisely.
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4. Sports philately has a fascinating array of unsolved problems, some simplée
and some complex. The only way we will ultimately get the answers 1s for each collector
to contribute hils personal information +to the pool of knowledge without hesitation and
then to go searching for more.

5. Sports philately has its troubles in a variety of forms, some of them truly
frightening in scope; but the intelligent application of avallable information and a modi-
cum of common sense Wwill enable the thinking collector to surmount these problems on his

own terms.

The possibilities of sports philately are truly unlimited.
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GUATEMALA 117
- Ira Seebacher -

On September 15, 1902, the small country of Guatemala, thriving, or suffering as the
case might have been more accurately described, under the fourth year of the dietatorshir
of the flerce Don Manuel Estrada Cabrera, 1issued a set of stamps. That one of those
stamps 1s deserving of mention sixty years later in a publication devoted to sports stamps
is a tale so devious in 1ts path, we intend to retrace it now for our readers.

This Don Manuel was no ordinary 0. Henry type of Central American half-politician and
half-desperado. He was a man with a certain grimly humorous imagination. He had to be
something out of the ordinary since he survived until 1920 in a racket in which the mor-
tality rates were of a nature +that chilled to the bone even the actuaries at Lloyd's of
London.

One of the Don's little tricks indicates the quality of the man's abilities. On each
election day--oh, yes, he permitted elections--he would draft every able-bodied male Gua=-
temalan into the army, decorate each man with Estrada Cabrera campaign buttons, then march
his mercenaries to the polls. Obviously, the persuasiveness of thls type of campaign is
recognizable even today. No wonder he kept his office for twenty-two years. Perhaps 1t
was he who prompted the old killer-diller: "Twenty-three, skidoo"!

In any event, Don Manuel believed in education. He wanted the citizenry to learn and
he was a bit of a classicist in learning. In fact, when the urge was upon him, he would
have bullt a replica of a temple of Minerva, Goddess of Learning. One such temple appears
on this 1902 set we mention, the set a product of Waterlow and Sons. The temple is re=
splendently produced with suitable be-curlicued frame on the 6-cent value of this engraved
set, handsomely printed in bistre and green. Don Manuel erected these shrines and expect-
ed the citlzens--mostly Indians-~to hold fiestas around these temples.

As we sald, Guatemala was able eventually to give Manuel the heave-ho, a feat accom=
plished when a few of the boys managed to round up some antigquated cannon and point them
in the direction of the presldential palace. His monuments to fair Minerva survived long-
er than he did. But the one in Guatemala City is the one of which we write and the one
depicted on the 1902 stamp.

A baseball park grew up around the temple and as the game grew in popularity, more
room was needed. Something had to go. You guessed it--Minnie's palace with its twenty
thirty-foot columns and its massive statue of Minnie herself! In Guatemala they dismantle
obstacles the easy way, be i1t a temple or just a dictator. The temple was blown up with
dynamite and the game of "beisbol" grew and prospered as the Temple of Minerva lay in ru-
ins, no longer a haven for hundreds of nocturnal bats but one dilly of a right-field tar-
get for the home run bats of young Guatemalans who haven't the faintest idea today of why
the seventy-pound head of Mineorva looks out stonily on their activities and pzadering over
the whims of man.




PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT 5
. - Fred Farr -

Tip of the month. If you want to save money, we advise you to keep current with the
Japanese semi-postals being issued in sets of three stamps, with the surtax being devoted
to defraying expenses for the 1964 Olympic Games. The Japanese are very proud of being
the host nation for the summer games of the XVIII Olympian and they will spare no expense
to make it a very memorable event. A number of sports stamps semi-postals, with a very
modest surcharge, have been issued by the Japanese and many of these short sets of three
stamps have started climbing rapidly in price. Get these stamps NOW while they are still
avallable at new issue price. I will go out on & limb with my prediction; five years
from now the complete set of these Japanese semi-postals will cost ten dollars!

Panama RA4Q. This i1s a postal tax stamp, overprinted on C235, which 1s an Olympic
stamp. Consequently, every collector of Olympic stamps must have this stamp to complete
his collection] You know what happens to the prices on Olympic Games materiall! Although
the face value is only l¢ and although this stamp lists for a meager 3¢ in Scott, the sad
fact 1s that dealers must ask up to 25¢ for this stamp. For some unknown reason supplies
in Panama were depleted almost immediately after issuance and dealers had to pay 15¢ per
stamp within a few weeks of issuance. So don't quibble over the price=--buy now and be
happy later.

Guatemala 355-=59. Although we prefer to draw your attention only to stamps selling
for less than one dollar or so, we cannot resist tipping these stamps. Issued to commemo=-
rate the 50th anniversary of soccer in Guatemala, +thils set was 1ssued plecemeal rather
than 1n one complete set of five values. With a face value of only 37¢ this set soon
climbed above $1.00 retail. By 1960 Scott listed the set for $1.45 and the 1963 catalogue
added another two dollars to *he list price. If you can snare a set for two dollars or
less, count yourself lucky.

Mexico 767. This attractive stamp shows a Javelin thrower and was issued to commemo-
rate the Mexlcan National Sports Games of the Revolution, held in 1941. With a face value
of only 1¢, this stamp was first listed at 5¢; by 1951 1t had climbed to a modest 10¢ in
Scott. Times have changed; the stamp now catalogues $1.50 and retails for $1.00 (if you
are lucky). I bought my copy, just a few years ago, for ten cents. When did you buy your
copy? I hope that you're not walting for the price to come down!

Netherlands Bl44 and Bl44a. Although no catalogue of sports stamps 1lists these
items, they are certaiuly worthy of inclusion in your collection because they prominently
depict a saillboat. Issued in 1942 and depicting a member of the Netherlands Legion which
fought in Russia for the Nazls, these stamps have never been very popular with the free=-
dom-loving Dutch. Scott places a modest 10¢ on a mint copy of Bl44 and a price of §1.25
for Bl44a, which is the same stamp in a miniature sheet of ten stamps. Quantities issued
are: 1,088,134 coples of Bl44 and 131,424 miniature sheets of Bl44a. Get these items be-
fore every other sports philatelist starts chasing them--wlth commensurate rising prilces.

Philiggines 580=82. This fascinating set is one of the grand-daddies of sports phi-
lately and was issued in 1934 +to commemorate the 10th Far Eastern Champlonshlp Games.
Popular ever since they were 1issued, this set has a face value of 12¢; but Scott places a
modest 82¢ catalogue value on the set=-=-it SELLS for #1.25 to $1.50 right now. Needless to
say, thls set will double in price in the new catalngue--and this will set off a buylng
wave which will raise the price still further. Remember, Philippine stamps are extremely
popular and prices are much higher in the Philippines. Buy now or weep later!

Netherlands B170-74. This set shows a child on a merry-go-round, which surely makes
it an item of sports and recreation philately. Don't ask me if the child is a boy or a
girl--it is wearing boy's clothing, but has the long hair of a girl! Anyway, the kid is
having a ball on the merry-go-round; this set catalogues a modest 70¢, so you can have a
ball too in adding this set to your collection for about half catalogue value. Issued in
1946, there were 1,081,851 sets issued; so don't pay high prices for your set.

Salvador C53. If you can't afford those expensive sports sets from Salvador (C36-40
and C4l-5), you can get an example of those stamps by purchasing this overprinted stamp.
3alvador originally issued 50,000 copies of €39, but sold only 6,748 copies. So the re=
nainders were overprinted "HABILITADO" a few months later, but this didn't help sales of
this stamp at all--only 6,800 copies of the overprint were sold. Determined to get rid of
the unsold remainders, in 1937 the Salvadorean government re-issued the overprinted stamp
(C44) with a surcharge of 30 centavos and presumably the entire issue of 33,692 coples
#as sold. Anyway, C53 now catalogues only $1.25, but unfortunately i1t usually sells for
close to $2.00 or so. Consider yourself a shrewd buyer if you can get a copy for Scott's
atalogue price. But there 1s no time to be lost; Sanabria's catalogue price is §$7.50 for
3 mint copy! Do I hear mutterings that Scott is all mixed up on its valuation? How right
rou arel

Netherlands Antilies (Curacac) B4c. This stamp, 1llustrating a skin diver armed with
a gpeargun, is the lowest value of a set of three stamps showing tropical fish. All semi-
postals from this country are popular and they are issued in sufficlently limited quanti-
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ties to be an excellent investment; indeed, they always rise rapidly in price once thef

are removed from sale. This stamp 1s no exception and we must remember all the collectors

of fish-on-stamps who will push the price upwards. But if offered at less than one dollar

for the set of three (B48-50).

— ]
THE COMMEMORATIVE THAT NEVER WAS=--U. S. 3¢ BASEBALL

Gee Bee

(Editor's note: This article originally appeared in the September 28, 1962, issue of
the British weekly publication, "Stamp Collecting"”. It 1s reprinted here in its entirety
through the kind permission of Editorial Director Kemneth F. Chapman.)

Thirty-three years ago (June 12, 1939, to be exact) the Cooperstown, New York, Post
Office placed on sale a 3 cents stamp in recognition of the Centenary of Baseball. Since
that day this modestly priced stamp has found 1ts way into many collections dealing with
sport.

The central subject consists of a group of youthful players against a background of
school and church-=in other words, the village green. There is, however, a slight cloud
in the sky--was 1939 the centenary year of baseball? I very much doubt it.

misglon announced that:

(a) besebnll had its origin in
the United States;

(b) the first scheme for play-
ing it, according to the best evi-
dence obtainable, was devised by
Abner Doubleday, at Cooperstown,
New York, in 1839.

In 1905 a commission of seven
men was appointed with the object
of enquiring into the origin of the
game. The commission was headed by
a General A. G. Mills, and for two
years evidence in the form of let-
ters from old people was gathered
together. In 1907 +the Mills Com~-

Thus Abner Doubleday, who later became a General and a hero at Gettysburg, was cred-
ited with laying out the first baseball field and conducting the first game ever played in
the village of Cooperstown in the summer of 1839.

As a consequence, the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum was dedicated at
Cooperstown in 1939 and the 3 cents stamp commemorating the event made its appearance.

During the centenary year, serlous doubts were thrown on the findings of the commis=-
slon by the publication of a pamphlet written by Robt. W. Henderson, a scholar and librar-
lan at the New York Public Library. Henderson had looked very carefully into the back-
ground of the Mills Report, and found that the sole evidence on which it was based was a
letter written by an Abner Graves, a man already over 80 when he submitted his letter to
General Mills in 1907. According to Graves, he and Doubleday were schoolboys at Coopers-
town in 1839, and he saw Doubleday outline a diagram of a baseball diamond with a stick on
the ground and then show the other boys how to play the new game he had thought up called
baseball. Out of all the letters received by the commission this one, written by Graves,
was the only one acceptable to General Mills, which is rather unfortunate, as it has
since been proved that Doubleday was a cadet at West Point in 1839]

We can trace baseball back a little further than 1839, nearly 100 years earlier in
fact, to 1744, when "A Pretty Little Book" was published in London. This is a book of al-
phabets and under the letter "BY the word "Baseball"” appears with a comment that the
"batter heads the field and runs from base to base. It should be noted that this book
was later published in New York in 1762 and in Worcester, Mass., in 1787. It 1s on the
evidence of "A Pretty Little Book" that the "Dictionary of Americanisms" states that
"hence neither the term nor the game originated in this country (U.S.)".

In 1748 Mary Lepell wrote in her Journal: "the ¥rince's family as an example of
cheerful and lnnocent amusements, divert themselves at baseball, a play all who have been
schoolboys are well acqualnted with"; and in "Northanger Abbey" (1803) Jane Austen says of
one of her characters that "Catherine had, by routine, nothing heroic about her" and that
1t was strange that she should "prefer cricket, baseball, riding on horse back and running
about the country".

During 1828, "The Boys' Own Book" appeared in London and in the chapter on rounders
the description of the game bears a close resemblance to modern U. S. baseball. If fur-
ther proof is needed that baseball was not invented in 1839, 1t should be noted that the
Rochester Baseball Club was established 1in the United States and had 50 members in the
year 1820, and a writer in the "Spirit of the Times" 1in 1857 mentions that baseball "has
no doubt been played in this country (U. S.) for at least one century".

It is possible to trace the origin back to the 1lth century to the game of "bace or
prison bars”, which by the 15th century had become the game of "prisoners base®, which was
also known in France at that time as "jeu aux barres".
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This is about as far back as one needs to go, and for those who may be interested the
following check=-list of stamps depicting the ancient game of baseball may prove useful:

1934 Philippine Islands 2¢, "l0th Far Eastern Games"

1935 Colombia 18¢, "3rd National Games"

1937 Nicaragua 1l¢ (4 color varieties), Sports issue

1938 Panama 2¢, "Tth Central American Games"

1939 U. S. A. 3¢, "Centennial of Baseball"

1944 Venezuela (9 values), "7th World Amateur Baseball Championship"
1948 Japan 5 yen, "3rd National Sports"

1949 Nicaragua (4 values), "1l0th World Amateur Baseball Championship”
1955 Liberia 10¢, Sports issue

1957 Cuba 8¢, Sports and Youth issue

1959 Panama 10¢, "3rd Pan American Games"

1960 Costa Rica 1ls, "17th Olympic Games"

(Editor's note: The following baseball stamps should be added to the 1list above:

1959 Dominican Republic 9¢, "3rd Pan American Games"

1960 Romania 35b, Children's Sports issue

1961 Colombia 1.45p, "4th Bolivarian Games"

1961 Costa Rica (2 values), "1l5th Amateur Baseball Championships"
1961 Liberia 5¢, Boy Scout issue

1962 Japan 5 yen, "17th National Athletic Meeting"”

1962 Venezuela 75¢, "First National Games"

e —-
pE— —

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Questions:

. Burundi Bl-6 were issued in memory of Prince Louls Rwagasore. The surtax was for
the stadium and monument in his honor. B2 and BS5 show the stadium and are clearly sports
stamps. Was the late Prince a sufficiently outstanding sportsman (either athlete or spon-
sor of sports) to quality the other stamps in the set (Bl, B3, B4, and B6) as sports
stamps?

16. Do you know of a specific "variety" in the overprints of "Aereo" in any of the
values of Venezuela 0189-97?

17. Can you provide the name of the designer(s) of Turkey 855-58?

18. What sports stamps were chosen as "Lest" for the various years by the Bonacossa
Committee?

19. Is the Bonacossa Committee stlll functional ?

20. Spain C168 and CL70 have been listed as "Tennls" and as a "Basque ball game".
Just what game is depicted here?

Answers:

. Barbara T. Williams (SPI 69) doubts that Madagascar 319 was issued for the Afri-
can Friendship Games. The Games are usually held in November or December and the stamp
under consideration did not appear until almost six months later. It could have been a
post-Games 1ssue; other countries do this frequently. Who can give more positive informa-
tion?

5. She cites additional information concerning the African Friendship Games. The 1st
games. were leld in Bangui, Central ifrican Republie, in 1957; six nations took part. The
2nd Games were held in Tanamarive, Madagascar, im 1959 with eleven nations involved. The
3rd Games occurred in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, in 1961; thirteen countries entered. Twenty=-
five nations competed in the 4th Games in Dakar, Senegal, April 11-23, 1963.

9. Barbara is still on the ball, but Cliff Jeger (SPI 147) also provided the follow=-
ing chronology on the Monte Carlo Rally winners:

1955 P. Malling and G. Fadum of Norway in a Sunbeam-Talbot

1956 Ronald J. Adams and Frank E. A. Bigger of Ireland with a Jaguar

1957 No race

195€ %uy Monraisse and Jacques Feret of France in a Renault Dauphine

1959 Parl Coltelloni and Plerre Alexandre of France driving a Citroen ID19
1960 Walter Schock and Rolf Moll of Germany with a Mercedes

1961 Maurice Martin and Robert Bateau of France in a Panhard

1962 E. Carlsson and G. Haggbom of Sweden in a Saab

(Editor's note: Things are starting to move along a little better in this column.
Don't any of you have any unsolved questions pertaining to sports stamps and to your col=-
lectlons? Shoot them in to me and we will try to get someone to answer them. Questions 1,
6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14 are still unanswered. If you know the answer, don't hold
out on your fellow-members.)






