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THE OLYMPIC FLAG....S!
- Travis L. Land -

About seven years ago the writer began a study of the great symbol of the Olympic
Games--the five interlocking rings. With such an outstanding trademark, the International
Olympic Committee would certainly have every bit of data necessary to the task; but, alas,
this was not the case. Forgive us if a few salient detalls are missing from this report;
seven years and seven times seventy letters were required to bring in this much.

The problem began in running down the information regarding the flag on which the
first symbol appeared. This symbol was created in the mind of Baron Plerre de Coubertin.
The concrete idea for the five rings may be sald to date from 1910; however, we would like
to report that as early as 1894 "rings" or "circles" had an important connotation for the
good Baron. It was in that year that he wrote: "The International Olympic Committee 1is
composed of three concentric circles.....". At other times one can pick up mention of
rings and also divisive representations numbering five. Whether the design was accomp=-
lished before the legend of the continents was applied cannot be determined. It may eas-
1ly have been that the five-interlocking-rings symbol was drawn first and then the inter-
pretation given to the design.

In 1910 Baron de Coubertin commissioned the Brunetta d' Misseaux to make a flag bear-
ing the symbol. For reasons unknown that commission was never fulfilled. Finally, in
1913, +the great store Au Bon Marche in Parls accepted the commission and produced the
first Olympic flag. This was a one-flag order; only one was provided. You will recall
that the Games of 1912 in Stockholm were over and the next were to be held in 1916. Cer=-
tainly the Baron hoped to make some gesture with the newly conceived flag and his chance
would probably come with the next Games.

It so happened +that hls good and close friend Angelo Bolanaki was to open the new
sports stadium at Chatby in Alexandria, Egypt in 1914 and Mr. Bolanakil sought and received
the Baron's permission +to fly the Olympic flag on that occasion. Mr, Bolanaki himself
raised the flag on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the revival of the Olympic
Games of the Modern Era and of the stadium opening on April 5, 1914, This was the first
use of the first Olympic flag.

Only two months later in June, 1914, the flag was in evidence +to members of the IOC
at 1ts Session, but there was no public display.

A gentleman from the United States, who had been 1in attendance at the Stockholm
Games, was very impressed with an event called the modern pentathlon. He was a member of
the Exhibition Committee for the World's Panama Pacific Exposition to be held in San Fran-
cisco in 1915 and was anxious to incorporatd +this interesting feature into the program.
He was also anxious to secure IOC sanction so he made overtures to the IOC in thls regard.
Permission was granted and Mr. Allison Armour, member of the IOC to the USA, was coumis-
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Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1963



.

2 SPORTS PHILATELISTS INTERNATIONAL Y

President: Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York

Vice-Pres: F. Quentin Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey
Sec-Treas: Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California
Director : Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas

"Journal of Sports Philately"

Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York
P. Quentin Parr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey
Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 11167 Ruthelen Ave., Los Angeles 47, Calif.
Editorial Comm. : Irwin Bloomfield, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York 6, New York
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey
Advertising Mgrs: Robert M. Bruce, Box 18, West Point, New York
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange New Jersey
Publisher : William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 95 Third Avenue, New
York 17, New York

Managing Editor
Assoc. Editors

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the
position of SPI. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publication are from "Scott's
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise.

EDITORIAL COMMENT

It is the fervent desire of the compilers of both our check-list and handbook that
our members make these cooperative projects, representative of the best efforts of the en-
tire membership. If you find an error or an omission in either project or if you have
some additional data which should be included, please write to the appropriate compiler
with your suggestions. It is the ultimate goal of SPI to make these two projects as com-
plete and all-inclusive as possible 8o that any collector can pick and choose, but still
not miss anything of importance. Only with your continuous help can this be accomplished.

With this issue we round out the summer season. Traditionally, although probably not
actually anymore, September marks the re-opening of the stamp collecting season. We want
to emphasize thls season accordingly, but our stock of good material for "JSP" are get-
ting a little low. More contributions from more members are needed for the months aheai.
Won't you give us a hand?

| sTAMPS &  cCovers |

% OLYMPIC GAMES % SPORTS 4 SCOUTS

WANT LISTS SOLICITED

Topical and Special Events Postmarks and Cachets COVERS SENT ON APPROVAL AGAINST REFERENCES First Jots - Special Flights - Balloons - First Days
rosoxias VIC WAILLY ROXBURY 19, MASS.
SERVICES

That elusive sports set, Portugal 2S1-12, pops up again. Dave Fogel (SPI 55), 1156
Walnut St., Berkeley 7, Calif., has three sets left over from the group he picked up for
SPI members. The price is equal to the best appearing in current advertisements (when it
does occur) and less than some current prices. If you missed the first time, try again.

#* * #* #* #*

In the June 1lssue of its periodical, "The American Philatelist", +the American Phila-
telic Society has "black-blotted" the Albanian Olympic material issued in May. This out-
burst consisted of five perforate stamps, five imperforate stamps, one perforate souvenir
sheet, and one imperforate souvenir sheet. The disapproval was based on violation of the
second APS criterion (excessively long issues) and fifth criterion (oddities intentionally
included with an issue).

"J3P" will continue to publish notices of such judgments in this column as they be-
come available.

¥* 3* ¥* 3* #*
4
Our dealer-friend, Fred Howard, now has available a sixteen-page price list of sports
stamps from Afghanistan to Yemen. Wwrite to 10613 Rochester Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif.,
for your copy.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 3

With this issue of "JSP" SPI reaches the end of its first year. It has been inter-
esting, to say the least; generally somewhat trying; and satisfylng enough to bring us all
back for more. We have made mistakes and learned accordingly. We have misjudged here and
there and should profit by our experiences. We have experimented and some of those exper-
iments should pay dividends during the next year. We have had some pleasant surprises and
some sad disappointments with respect to personnel. We plan to continue some o0ld pro=-
jects, to discard a few which didn't work well, and to add several new ones here and there
during the next year. With jJust a bit more cooperation and help from our members wWe can
make our second year considerably better than our first. Won't you help all the way?

At this writing (July 10th) it seems doubtful that we will reach our goal of 500 mem-
bers during our first year. Just why membership additions have slowed down so much durlng
May, and particularly during June, is as much of a puzzle as why certain of our old Sports
Unit members didn't stay with us in this new project.

Just now the concern of the directors 1is in getting prompt renewals from our members
whose memberships expire on August 31st, September 30th, and even October 3lst. Renewals
have not come in as rapldly as they might for the first group; perhaps the difficulty is
that our pleas here have not mentioned the amount of the dues. For one and for all, here
is the scale, the same as for our first year: ordinary members--$3.00; sponsors--$1l0.00,
and patrons--$20.00. The latter two categories, of course, are for members who can afford
the extra money possibly in lieu of other active assistance which they would like to give,
but cannot for one reason or another.

Once again, Memberships #1l through #200 explre on August 3lst. If you haven't renew-
ed by now, Larry's reminder is likely on its way to you already. Memberships #201 thru
#281 expire on September 30th; if you will have your renewal in the hands of Larry McMil-
lan by August 31st, you will save him the trouble of billing you and save SPI the cost of
the mailing. Memberships #282 through #322 expire on October 31st; Larry will begin bill-
ing this group on September 31lst, so please beat his deadline.

_————_———s_—_—_— e
NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES

Recent award winners. Congratulations are again 1in order to the followlng members
who have won awards at the recently concluded TOPEX:

Gold awards: Chris Norgard ("Olympic Games: 1896-1936")
Bob Oesch ("Philatelic Adventure in Mexican Architecture")
Dr. Sidney V. Soanes ("Olympic Games")
Silver awards: Mrs. Connie Payette ("Olympic Philatelic Firsts")
Gold award (Junior section): Robert Crow (son of L. Sherman COrow)("0lympics
on Parade")

This was the competition which instructed 1its jJudges to ignore completely all material
from Iron Curtain countries, that such material was to count nelther for nor against the
entry, and that its absence should not count against completion.

* * #* ¥* 3*

Sports presentation. Dave Fogel displayed and discussed stamps plecturing sports at
the July 7th meeting of the Bay Area Topical Club in Oakland, Calif. Perhaps he was able
to arouse some enthusiasm for the affiliate of SPI which he and Merv Hertzberg are trying
to organize.

* #* #* * #*

Sgorts Collectors of Southern California. The June meeting of this affiliate at-
tracted thirty-four sports collectors. The feature of the meeting was an auctlon of ap-
proximately seventy-five lots of sports material.

Rudy Endler, of Bakersfield, Calif., has donated a collection of approximately 550
color clides of sports stamps to the SCOSC collection at Helms Hall. The club has grouped
these slides by country, but is searching for a more functional method of organization so
that small portions of them can be used for presentations.

* 3* 3#* ¥* 3#*

ok New members. Add these to your membership directory to bring it up to date to June

482 Chernozubov, Greg, c¢/o Bechtel Corp., 220 Bush St., San Francisco 4, Calif. (GS:C:C,S)
479 Jensen, Karl, Ste.2-1916 E. 5th St., Vancouver 12, B. C., Canada (GS:C,S:C)

481 McLean, Daniel, 161 Washington St., Dyess AFB, .Tex. (GS:S:GC,MC,PC)

478 Szekely, Dr. Rudolph, 3653 Brenner Drive, Santa Barbara, Calif. (GS:C:S)

480 Vallee, Leo A., 3031 Mgr. Gauthier, Giffard-Quebec 5, P. Q., Canada (GS:C:none)



4 REALIZATIONS ‘ON SPI'S SPRING AUCTION

The following compilation gives the number of bids submitted on each lot "(in
parentheses) and the price realized for the lot:

1 (3) $1.05 51 (1) 4§ .30 101 .(3) $1.05 151 No bids 201 (1) $1.75 .
2 (1) .40 52 (1) .40 102 (2) .45 152 No bids 202 No bids
3 52; .80 53 No bids 103 (1) .50 153 (2) 8 .60 203 No bids
4 (1) 1.82 54 (7) 4.25 104 (1) .85 154 (4) .85 204 (1) 1.05
2"3;“‘“’50 22 §?§ 2.3 102 g%; Y% 122 E%; 87 e 13
7 (4) .90 87 (2) .25 107 (1) .30 157 (1) .57 207 No bids
8 (5 .95 58 (3) 1.50 108 (1) 1l.25 158 él .80 208 No bids
9 (1) 1.65 59 (2 «30 109 No bids 159 (1 .80 209 (1 .57
10 (1 .80 60 No bids 110 (4) .80 160 (2 .30 210 (1 .60
11 54 .55 61 (3) 1.35 111 §2; .85 161 §1; .40 211 (2) 1.05
Tolfy .15 62 No bids 112 (3 .95 162 (2) 1.85 212 No bids
13 (1) .55 63 (1) .50 113 (5) 1l.lo 163 (3) 2.20 213 (2) 6.70
14 53) 1.33 64 No bids 114 55; 1.50 164 53; 1.60 214 (2) 2.00
15 (4) 1.40 65 No bids 115 (1) 11.00 165 (4) 1.00 215 No oids
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22 (2) .25 72 (2) .3 122 (2§ 55 172 53; .95 222 §3§ .85
23 No bids 73 (3] 1.05 123 (1 .20 1735 (3 .95 223 (1) .40
24 No bids T4 ?3; 1.05 124 §1; .35 174 (3; .95 224 (4; 1.15
B0 B TRE R mo oS i e R E .
[ 4 . . . .7
27 No bids 77 22 1.50 127 59) 4,60 177 53; .95 227 (5) 2.20
28 (1) 1.00 78 (1 .15 128 (11) 4.40 178 (1 .50 228 (2) 1.80
29 No bids 79 (1 .15 129 (2 .20 179 (3) 1.55 229 10; 5.05
28] 8 8 e eias 1R 03 22 180 (e 22 3R Y *:E
ire . 0 S . 2.75 231 (2 .80
32 53; .85 82 §3; 3.15 132 é} .20 182 54 2.90 232 (3; .75
RO R RWIE W12 WM iE 2E R
. . . . . 5
35 No bids 85 §1; .30 135 51; 1.50 185 (3§ .95 235 No bids
36 (2) 4.85 86 No bids 136 (1 .85 186 (2 .55 236 (2) .30
%)% 8% §§ B2 AR5 a3 i smasC BB M
. L] . o s -
39 (1) 1.50 89 (2) 2.10 139 (4) 2.50 189 (2) =2.15 239 (1) .40
40 22; .80 90 (7) 6.90 140 53; 3.50 190 No bids 240 (1 .50
41 (2) 2.85 91 (2) 1.50 141 (3) 4.85 191 (3) .60 241 (1 .20
42 (1) .98 92 (1) .25 142 (2) 3.15 192 (2) .80 242 (2) .40
43 él; 2.68 93 (3) 6.25 143 (4) 7.25 193 (2) .80 243 No bids
44 (2 .65 94 (3) T7.25 144 No bids 194 (1) 1.26 244 (1) 1.55
o vt . i oo el iR hM, 2 W M3
o s . .75 9 .40 246 (4 .90
47 (2) 2.10 97 (2) 1.05 147 (1; .75 197 (1) 4.97 247 (3) .60
48 (2) .65 98 No bids 148 No bids 198 (1) 1.00 248 (2) 1.00
49 (6) 3.60 99 (4) 1.95 149 (3) 6.00 199 No bids 249 (1; .50
50 No bids 100 (2) .40 150 (2) .35 200 No bids 250 No bids
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40 387 (1) ¢ .60
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THE OLYMPIC FLAG....S! (Cont'd)
sioned to represent the IOC at San Francilsco. To publicize the fact that the event was

under IOC sanction, the Olympic flag was permitted to be flown over the parade ground on
March 18, 1915. This homage excited universal interest at the time and created a happy
reaction in the Philippines where the U.S.A. was endeavoring to foster athletics.

After the close of the Exposition the flag was furled and transported +to Lausanne.
War had broken out in Europe and soon the entire world would be participant to the strug-
gle. The Games scheduled for 1915 were not celebrated and therefore the flag did not make
its Olympic debut. The war continued until 1918; on the occasion of the 25th anniversary
of the revival of the Olympic Games the flag was flown once again at the Olympic Session
but, since this was an internal matter, there was no public display.

Now forget temporarily this first or original flag....this flag which was manufac=-
tured in 1913, which had served at the opening of a stadium and for internal display for
members of the IOC, which once had flown at the San Francisco Exposition, but which had
never rippled in the breeze above an Olympic venue. Forget it until we call it again to
your attention.

The Great War was over and hardly had the cannon stilled than preparations were un=-
derway for celebration of the Games for 1920 with Antwerp, Belgium, as the host city. No
thought was glven to the use of an Olympic flag until some thoughtful person among the or-
ganizers remembered the dream symbol of Baron de Coubertin and his idea of a flag. No one
person gave a thought to using the original flag for very little was known about it. Too,
that initial ensign had no significance and it is doubtful if thought was ever given to
having a permanent flag. However, the Organizing Committee set about the manufacture of
a beautiful, silken-embroldered flag bearing the ring symbol.

From the "Officlal Report" of the Antwerp Games the following 1s taken: YAt the
closing ceremony and after the equestrian events, the Belgian Olympic Committee offered to
the Internatlional Olympic Committee, in remembrance of the Antwerp Games, an Olympic flag
embroldered in silk. Baron de Coubertin entrusted it to the Municipality of Antwerp which
will send a delegate in 1924 +to hand it over to the Municipality of Paris." (Remember
that the "Official Report" is made some time after the Games are completed; the last sen-
tence of the quotation above concerns a matter. which developed after the ceremony itself.)

The flag was presented to J. Sigfrid Edstrom, ®resident of the I0OC, 1in the presence
of King Albert I, Queen Elizabeth, Princes Royal Leopold and George, and Princess Marie-
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Josee. In addition to those mentioned many dignitaries of the Church, including Cardinal
Mercier, and many prominent political figures were present at the flag ceremony. Even so,
at that moment +this tender of the flag was merely a token. The ceremony was sifiple but
had a tremendous impact; combined with the beauty of the flag itself, it caused consider-
able discussion and so it was decided that the passing of this flag from venue to venue
would become a standard feature of the Olympic ceremonies. This flag had a fine beginning
and deserved to have a chance for permanency. Regardless of any other Olympic flag, pen-
nant, or banner this one....this presentation flag, resting in the Clity Hall at Rome and
soon to be carried to Tokyo....this 1s the Olympic flag!

When the Games of the 8th Olymplad were completed at Paris in 1924, the flag was
handed over to the Mayor of Paris for safekeeping and he personally served as delegate to
make the presentation to the Mayor of Amsterdam in 1928. The flag remained in Amsterdam
until 1932, when it made the trip to Los Angeles. At the end of the ceremonies Count Ma-
jor G. van Rossem of the Dutch Olympic Committee, in presenting the flag to Count Balllet-
Latrou of the I0C, spoke as follows:

"In 1928 you entrusted to the City of Amsterdam the keeping of the Olympic flag, the
symbol of the Olympic Games. Proud of this trust, the City of Amsterday made every poss=-
ible effort to insure the success of the Games entrusted to that City and organized by
the Netherlands Olympic Committee. Since then, a new Olympic era has been opened, in-
augurated by the Games celebrated in this city. Speaking in the name of Baron Schimmel-
pennick van der Oye, Wwho has been asked to represent the City of Amsterday, but whose
state of health unhappily has prevented him from coming here, I hereby offer you the best
wishes of that Clty for the enduring success of the Olymplc Games. Amsterday greets Los
Angeles and expresses its admiration for the splendid way 1in which that city has carried
on the flaming torch of Olympism. To you, Mr. Chairman of the IOC, I have the honour to
transmit in the name of the City of Amsterdam, the Olympic flag, thereby expressing the
earnest wish that it may remain as 1t has been in the past, a token of physical culture
in the highest sense of the word."

Count Balllet-Latrou, on behalf of the I0C, thanked Major van Rossem and turned the
flag over to Mayor John C. Porter of Los Angeles with the following words; "I wish to
thank you for the care you have taken of the flag and for the greetings you bear from the
City of Amsterdam, and it is with the greatest of pleasure that I will ask Mayor John C.
Porter to keep it in the City Hall of Los Angeles during the four years of the 10th Olym=-

pilad."

Mayor Porter accepted the flag and responded: "I wish to thank you and to assure you
that the Olympic flag you are entrusting to me will be kept in the City Hall of Los Ange-
les until the end of the 10th Olympiad when it will be entrusted to the City of Berlin in
1936." So the flag remained in Los Angeles until 1936.

The Games of the llth Olympiad began on August lst and ended on August 16, 1936. On
that day at the closing ceremonies Count Balllet-Latour turned the flag over to Mayor Lip-
pert to be held in the Berlin City Hall until the Games of the next Olympiad.

The 12th Olympiad occurred normally, since an Olympiad is only a matter of time, but
the Games of the 12th Olympiad never did take place. With the war clouds swollen to the
bursting point, particularly in Hitler's Germany, sometime in 1938 Dr. Carl Diem, German
member of the I0C, ever conscious of things Olympic, decided that steps should be taken to
safeguard the flag and preserve it for the future. Somehow he managed to deliver the flag
to the cellars of the Deutsche Bank for safekeeping. War came and went. In the IOC Bul-
letin No. 3 of February, 1947, this announcement was published: "Reuter of London an-
nounces under the date of January 3rd that the Olympic flag, which was kept at Berlin af=-
ter the Games of 1936 and was counted lost during the war, has been found in the cellars
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THE OLYMPIC FLAG....S! (Cont'd) T

of the Bank of Berlin. Who can confirm for us that good news or who would be able to
give us further details on 1t?" ’

It has been variously reported that British troops found the flag and sent 1t back to
Lausanne through the Swiss Consulate, that the American troops located it and sent 1t back
to the I0OC, and that representatives of the IOC presented themselves 1n Berlin and were
given the flag by the military authorities. We have been unable to secure official con=-
firmation; all we can report is that the flag reached Lausanne in 1947.

With war over, frantic planning began for the Games of the l4th Olympiad to be held
in London. At the closing ceremonies the flag was presented to the Lord Mayor of London.
It remained in the City Hall until 1952 when Sir Frederick Wells delivered the flag to
Lord Mayor Eero Rydman of Helsinki at the conclusions of the 15th Olymplc Games.

This photo was taken in 1952 shortly after delivery of the flag from London by Sir
Frederick Wells (far right). In the photo at left is Chancellor Otto Mayer, Presi-
dent Sigfrid Edstrom, and Lord Mayor Eero of Helsinkil.

When the Games for 1956 were celebrated, the flag was transported +to Melbourne and pre-
sented to Lord Mayor Frank Selleck. The flag was on display in the City Hall of Melbourne
until 1960 when it was carried to Rome and turned over to the Mayor of that clty at the
conclusion of the 17th Olympiad. It rests there now, ready for the trip to Tokyo in 1964.
Yes, indeed, thls is the Olympic flag.

We left the original flag, as you will recall, at a Session of the IOC in 1919.
Sometime between 1019 and 1958, perhaps very near the 1919 date, that flag disappeared.
But, sometime between 1919 and 1958, yet another flag was placed in the Olympic Museum at
Lausanne and, as time passed, that flag was thought to be the originall

Consider then the circumstances when, in 1957, Mr. Otto Mayer, Chancellor of the IOC,
was called upon to develop an official interlocking pattern for the great symbol. He be=-
gan a study of the varlous papers, photos, drawings, etc., in the archives and found to
his consternation that the rings had been interlocked first one way and then another. Na=-
turally he had before him what was thought to be the original flag and its rings were in-
terlocked in a specific pattern. Belleving this flag to be the original, Mr. Mayer could
only give credence to this design. His determination was strengthened by facts presented
to him by Professor Josef G.~A. Gruss, member of the IOC from Czechoslovakia, who had glv-~
en much study +to the design and felt +that the pattern shown on the Museum flag was cor=-
rect and should be adopted officially. All facts were given to the Executive Board in
1957 and a resolutlon was passed to make this pattern official. Understand also that the
pattern on the presentation flag was exactly as that 1in the Museum flag so there was no
great worry about being in error.

No sooner had the resolution passed and the official insignia been published than Mr.
Angelo Bolanakl registered a strong protest, stating that the pattern adopted was wrong
wrong since it differed from the original flag! To prove it, Mr. Bolanaki presented the
original flag to the Olympic Museum. It had been in his possession since the break-up of
the Session in 1919!

Desplte this protest +the IO0 stuck to its guns for the reason that it felt it would
be ridiculous to change again the design now published as official. It was a very good
decision since, insofar as the general publie¢ is concerned, the only real flag 1s that
which is kept 1n the city halls of the citles hosting the Games of the various Olympiads.

So, 1t develops that we have an original flag, a presentation flag, and a copy flag.




8 THE OLYMPIC FLAG....S! (Cont'd)

The cop{ flag 18 now a relic, after serving some forty-four {ears as a substituterfor the
original. The original flag is retired but remains permanently in the Museum at Lausanne.
The presentation flag-~the Olymplc flag=--is ready for duty in all future Olympiads. I

The Olympic flag on stamps--nary a one! Perhaps the nearest likeness of the Olympic
flag is shown on the Norwegian seal for the 1960 QOlympic Games:

Of course the ring symbol has appeared on many stamps and a pumber of stamps bear seme
type of Olympic pennant, but none has depicted the Olympic flag.

(Lest we forget to tell you, there is also a Winter Games flag which 1s building an
interesting, but separate, history for itself.)

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES
- Keith W. Tucker -

(Editor's note: Portions of this article originally appeared in the November 5, 1962,
issue o§ "The Australian Stamp Monthly” and are reprinted here with the permission of the
author.

The 1dea of starting these Games dates way back to August, 1891, when an Englishman,
J. Astley Cooper, devised a scheme entitled "A Pan-Britannic Festival". .

. In Australia his suggestions were supported by Richard Coombes, who for thirty-five
years was President of the Amateur Athletic Unlon of Australia, 1in New South Wales and by
B. J. Parkinson in Victoria.

However, 1t was not until twenty years later that the Games were staged. Under the
title of "Festival of Empire", they formed part of the celebration of the Coronation of
King George V in 1911.

Invitations to compete were extended to Australia, Canada, and South Africa, and the
events consisted of athletles, track and field, boxing, swimming, and wrestling. The Can-
adian team won the Championship Trophy with comparative ease.

During the 1928 Olympic Games at Amsterdam, further talks took place, and it was fi-
nally decided to revive the contests; +thus was born the first official British Empire
Games at Hamilton, Canada, in 1930. These Games fully confirmed the feeling of good fel=
lowshlip between the athletes of the British Commonwealth of Nations.

Iwo years later, at the 10th Olympiad at Los Angeles, the British Empire Games Peder-
ation was constituted.

In 1952 it was re~titled the British Empire and Commonwealth Games Federation. Since
then, the Games have been held every four years, similar to. the Modern Olympic Games, ex-
cept for the years of World War II, when the athletes left the training tracks to help de=-
feat the forces of aggression.

The following table shows the venue of the Games and the position that Australia held
in them:

1l. 1930-~Hamilton, Canada (4th place)

2. 1934--London, Great Britain (3rd place)

3. 1938-=-Sydney, Australia (lst place) .
1942--no Games
1946--no Games

4, 1950=--Auckland, New Zealand (lst place)

5. 1954=--Vancouver, Canada (2nd place)

6. 1958--Cardiff, Wales (2nd place)

7. 1962--Perth, Australia (lst place)






