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THE ETHIOPIAN VICTORY IN THE 1960 OLYMPIC MARATHON
- Irwin Bloomfleld -

On January 14, 1962, Ethiopia issued a set of five svorts stamps commemorating
th Games of Ethiopia and the 1960 Olympic Games. The 107 green and red depicts
the time-honored game of "Guks" (warlike horsemanship) with two coicptul shislded
horgemen engaged in the chase preceding the duel. The 15¢ cream rose and brown
shows the game "Ganna" (Ethiopian hockey) with ill-protected players using a hard
wooden bell 1n a contest closely akin to soccer. The 20¢ red and blue stamp shows
cycling, which recently had a resurgence 1in Ethiopia with entries of teams in the
1956 and 1960 Olympic Games. The 307 blue and violet commemorates the Third Africa
Tootball Cup (soccer), an event in which nine African nstions vied for honors in
Addis Abava, January 14-22, 1962. The newly-completed Halle Selassie I Stadium was
uged for this competition.

However, our attention is focused on the 507 gold and green stsmp devicting
Bekele &bebe, merathon
chanpion of the 1960
Rorme OQOlymvics--hailled
as the ©price of the
African continent he
represents, sg well as
of his native Ethiopi-
e, and the first Afri-
can 2thlete =elected
for philatelic recog-
nition. The entire
geries was 1llustrsted
by the artist Sereke
Yemane Berhan and was
rrinted 1in sheets of
50 staxnns. (A regis-
+tered first day cover
of thlis set is shown
to the left.)

The marathon in
the 1960 Olymvics,

SPORTS ISSUE \“.":Ai over hostoric terrain,
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was one of the most
JANUARY 14, 1962 exciting of these

fierce foot races. A
thrilling description
of the .race 1s glven
in the book, "Olympic
James 1960", of which

the followlng is a condensed varaphrasing.
(Continued on Page 4)
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EDITCORIAL COMMENT

Your temporary editor wishes to thank those few members who have gsent in mater-
ial of one type or another for use in "JSP". Now let's heve this trickle become a
veritable deluge. It is the only way in which we can have a lively, 1interesting,
and educational publication. P. C. Box 18 at West Point, New York, is big enough to
handle a lot of incoming mall--of the right type.

I heve been toying with the ©possibility of a question-and-answer column as a
regular feature of "JSP". It is my idea not to use cut-snd-dried guestions and an-
swersg, but rather those sticklers which are actually puzzling our members. Fueg-
tions would be published regularly and answers just as soon thereafter as members
gsend in the needed information.

It goes without saying that no question would be regarded as too simple and
none as too difficult for use. It also goes without saying that such a column will
not function without a steady flow of questions and then the whole-hearted coopera-

tion of all our members in finding the asnswers for vublication. This must be a
gelf-propelling project with the editor serving only as a channel, vrevaring first
the questions and then the answers, for publication in "JSP". 1If you have questions

and would like help in getting them solved, start a barrage now.

More than ever, 1in this in-between-editors stage, we would 1like your impres-
sions of "JSP". Both complaints and compliments are welcome, but esnecially we need
your suggestions for improvement of our periodical. If "JSP" 1en't giving you what
you want and you remain silent about it, you have only yourself to blame.
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- THE PéESIDENT'S MESSAGE >

By now SPI's special 1ssue of "Linn's Weekly Stamp News" is history. Copies
were sent to all SPI members through the courtesy of the publishers. I hope you en-
joyed the material thoroughly and that it will attract many of the non-SPI-member
sports collectors throughout the world. Those of you who found the articles just a
1ittle non-technical must realize that this was popular-interest material pltched at
the average stamp collector, not just sports collector.

Our special issue was marred only by the three very strange classified adver-
tisements inserted by ATA. If you did not notice these unique productions, check
your copy of the special issue under "Publications", "Societies", and "Topicals".
I suggest that you study them carefully, noting thelir blzarre make-up and phrasing,
and then draw your own conclusions. Those of you who belong to ATA may wish to sub-
mit a complaint to the administration of that organization.

Our thanks sre due to George W. Linn and to Editor Carl P. Rueth for making
this issue possible. We have reserved the February, 1965, 1issue of "Linn's" for
SPI; frankly, it was the first unreserved one avallable. At any rate, it 1s not too
soon to begin planning for that special issue. For a starter, who wants to edit 1t?

As of this date (Februsry 9th), SPI is still looking for a replacement for Fred
Farr as editor of "JSP", And we still lack a number of regular contributors to our
veriodical as well as technical assistants to aid in its preparation and publica-
tion, In short, we need help and we need 1t now.

Manager Bill Stoms reports a rather lukewarm interest in our forthcoming spring
auction. I have consoled him by citing past auctions; things have always speeded up
as the deadline approached. I hope that such will be the case this year. Don't let
us down. There is still a chance to rush your donations and consignments 1in to

i (0 B S

The directors are planning to issue a membership directory in the near future.
Tt will contain a listing of the current members with their addresses and en 1lndica-

tion of their collecting preferences in the field of sports. This directory will
also include the conegtitution of SPI and a complete statement of the organization--
officers, directors, and committees. Also to be announced for the first time will

be a panel of translators to help you with your forelgn correspondence and source
material. We hovne to get this to you this spring.

The directors are also planning a sports and recreation check-list. Under the
pregent plans this check-list will include all sports and recreation stamps using a
rather broad set of definitions. It will be prepared alphabetically by country and
will have space to record the holdings of each individual. There 1s some thought
that it will be vrinted in pocket size. Considerable progress has already been made
in assembling the material for this check-list.
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THE ETHICPIAN VICTORY IN THE 1960 OLYMPIC MARATHON (Cont'd)

Cnly a few hundred peovle have gathered to watch the start of the marathon race
at the foot of the Campidoglio. Most of them seem to be photograrhers. The time is
half-psst five in the evening.

Suddenly the runners--about seventy of them--burst forth from the melee. Two
of these men have the game name, Abebe. They belong to the little team of six cy-
clists and six track and field athletes sent to Rome from Ethiopia. Both Abebes are
wearing orange shorts and green shirts. But even if there had been half a dozen
Abebes, no one would have paild varticular attention. The Swedish trainer has said
they are first cless runners, but for most onlookers they are just two men with ton-
gue-twisting names--Bekele Abebe and Waquira Abebe.

Bekele, verhaps, is not completely inconspicuous. He is a short, black, rather
handsome lad, and runs barefoot. They say he 1s twenty-eight and a professional
soldier, serving in the bodyguard of the Abyssinian Emperor. He runs just for fun,
Bekele declares.

The 42-kilometer marathon course starts along the Via Forl Imperialil up to the
Colosseum and
then past the
Arch of Constan-
tine (shown on
the L60 of It-
aly's 1959 pre-
Clympic gset)
Five hundred
yards later the
Baths of Cara-
calla appear
(L35 value of
the same sget).
From there the
course follows
the broad as-
vhalt highway,
the Via Christo-
foro Colombo,
with modern a-
partment housges o4 QO
on the 1left and 008137
relics of anci- 1%
ent city walls PRMO GIORNO DI EMISSION
on the right. FIRSYT DAY COVER
(Note the first-
day cover of the
Italian pre-0-
lympic set on the right.)

PROME TENTRO

' g

The 1little Abyssinian Bekele Abebe raceg along with his thin, sinewy legs like
gome long-distance runner of Biblical times, nimble as a deer. At the 10-kilometer
mark he is already in the leading group. After 20 milometers the group consists of
him and the Moroccasn Rhadl alone. The two run in rhythm like a four-legged tandem.
At successive 5-kilometer intervals radio announcers throughout the world reveat the
same news: "Rhadil leading, Abebe making the same time". For 20 kilometers they both
nave taken 62 minutes and 39 seconds. Then at 35 and azain at 37 kilometers the or-
der 1s reversed. '"Abebe lesding, Rhadi the same time".

At 40 kilometers the position is still the same, but at this point the Abyssin-
1an decides to vary things. He l=saves the Moroccan farther and farther behind him,

) _ o SLOCANS # CANCELS * METERS i,
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RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others,
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THE ETHIOPIAN VICTORY IN THE 1960 OLYMPIC MARATHON (Cont'4q) 5

until at 41 kilometers there is a gap of about 50 yards. The 1little musstachloed,
brown-skinned man is running so lightly that his feel scarcely  seem to touch the
ground. Most of the competition has taken gome refreshment along the course at
a snack bar which sells blueberry juice, glucose, and similar fortiflers. But
Abebe refuses any nourishment; he is used to running, thirsty or not. "We Abyssin-
ians sre a poor people with no mechanical transport", he explains later. "so we run
everywhere on foot. Forty kilometers are nothing to me."

Meanwhile dusk has fallen., The course now runs along the Via Appla Antica, a
road laid down by the Censor Appius Claudius 1in the year 312 B. C. Along this
stretch there 1s a bersagliere soldier posted at every ten yards with a flaming
torch in his hand to light the way. The scene ig a fantastic one, and seems almost
unearthly as the silhouettes of the marathon runners flash by.

The wheels of time seem to have been turned back by twenty centuries. Dimly
the runners can discern the o0ld memorials with weathered inscriptions, fragments of
ancient walls, carved gravestones, and headless statues. But they can spare no
thoughts for these, for they must summon the last resources of their bodily energy.

It has long been apparent that the decision 1lies between +two men alone, the
Africans Abebe and Rhadi. The contest for third place between the Russian, Popev,
and the New Zealander, Magee, has ended in the latter's favor. Despite a grim
struzgle Popov has gotten slower and slower and lost 40 seconds to Magee at the 37-
kilometer snack bar.

The 1last stretch of this course becomes a triumphant climax for Abebe and
Rhadi. The Via Appia Antica is lined with dense crowds on either side. Women are
to be seen kneeling and crossing themselves as the runners flit past wraith-like.

Cover with Svecial Marathon Cancellation and Photogranhs of Wemous Sights in Rome

A broad avenue leads in a gentle curve up to the Arch of Constantine, where the
winning post stands. The wonderfully 1light-stepping Abyssinian is caught in the
gearchlights. He has achieved a new and splendid Olympic record time. Rhadl ar-
rives 25.4 seconds later. Then comes Magee, the New Zealander. The race over,
Bekele Abebe 1s as fresh as 1f he had Just come from an evening stroll. Someone
brings him a blanket, but he waves it away. Then the tenslion begins to subside and
he laughs. Only after a while does he calm down and his laughter gives way to tears
that stream down his cheeks., It is the first time in Olympic history that an Ethio-
pian has won a gold medal., Bekele's brother, Waguira, comes in 7th.

VIC. WAILLY SPECIAL!
AUSTRALIA EMPIRE GAMES:
SM" awnd W‘ /‘u &MM Mint stamps 45 26 different Sports

Airletter Mint «50 Postmarks 9.50
P.0. BOX 26. ROXBURY 19, MASSACHUSETTS First Day Cover .75 Single covers .50
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THE ETHIOPIAN VICTORY IN THE 1960 OLYMPIC MARATHON (Cont'd)

Later gome reporters ask Bekele why he ran barefoot. He looks down at his
dusty toes and explains: "These Roman streets were much too hard for me; I found it

painful to walk on them. In Africa I wear shoest"

The officlal results of this 1960 Olymplc marathon race are:

L Abebe, B. Ethiopila 251511642
2. Rhadi Morocco 2:15:41.6
e Magee New Zealand 2:17418,2
4, Voroviev U+ 32 8.Re 2:19:09.6
5. Popov U5.8.Rs 2:19:18,8
6. Togersen Denmark 2:21:03.4
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Itallian Cover with Svecial Marathon Cancellation and Photograph of Abebe

(Editor's Note: In a subsequent issue of "Journal of Sports Philately“, we will
present another article entitled "Further Comments on Olymplc Marathons”, again by
Irwin Bloomfield.)

REVIEWS
Brun's "Catalogue of Sports and Scout Stamps"

This 124-page catalogue is one of a series of four topical listings prepared by
Clement Brun; others cover flora, fauna, and the United Nations. All are based on
the 1963 edition of the Yvert and Tellier catalogue.

the
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It 1s well 1llustrated, but includes only one example of each type of stamp
even though the basic type may have several different major vignettes. It 1lists
both mint and used values; but eliminates variations in printing, color, perfora-
tion, and watermark. 3Sports stamps and scout stamps are in separate sections.

Although written in French, the catalogue can be followed rather easily. Lo
eage the strain, the sales representatives in this country have prevared a transla-
tion of the forward of the catalogue, French-English 1listings of country names and
of colors, and a guide to conversion of French prices to the American dollar.

Sports stamps are included only i1f the individual stamp shows the sports as- a
main subject or if it was issued in direct commemoration of some sports event. A
gsport must be competitive in nature, not merely physical exercise, to Jjustify ' in-
clusion. All sports listed were involved in the 1960 Olympic Games or are sponsor-
ed by the "National Sports Committees'". Thus horse races (covered in the fauna cat-
alogue), air sports, and children's games are excluded. Similar criteria a»ply to
scout stamps.

The Communist-dominated countries of North Korea, North Viet-Nam, Mongolia, and
Red China are included.

Although the definitions of sports and scout stamps may be too narrow to satis-
fy some collectors, this catalogue 18 an interesting and useful supplementary source
of information. It performs a special service in providing the Yvert catalogue num-
bers and in covering the Communist countries omitted by the catalogues published in
this country. ;

Brun's "Catalogue de Timbres-Poste Svorts et Scoutisme" 1is available from En-
holm's for Stamps, 825 Hayes Ave., Racine, Wisconsin. The price is, surprisingly e-
nough, just one dollar. It is a bargain.

COLLECTING AUTOGRAPHS ON FIRST DAY COVERS
- Herman J. Cohen -

In the specialized field of collecting autogravhs on first day covers, many ex-
citing and provocative events are experienced in the process of acquiring philatelic
masterpleces. It could be the signature of a president or a kXing. If and when you
become abgorbed in this particular field of collecting, be prepared to do a great
deal of research. Planning and preparation are the foundatlon of a successful auto-
gravph collection.

It takes time, patience, initiative, and resourcefulness to complete a single

transaction. First day covers must match the personality. Each cover must have
dignity and meaning. The cachet should be in keeping with the event to be document-
ed. Valid addresses are often difficult to obtain. Research and repeated letter

writing are necessary to ascertain the correct destination for sending your request
to the individual you wish to autograph your cover.

Letters must never be demanding. In most instances the person who is requested
to sign a cover is most accomodating, providing you do not ask for an unreasonable
request. Most important vpersonalities reslize the significance of leaving their
written impression as a message for posterity.

It has been the author's good fortune to have had first-hand experience 1in se-
curing the autographs of many Clympic medal winners. An exciting experience occur-
red while attending a meeting of former Olymplic competitors at the Helms Athletic
Foundation in Los Angeles. Many of the outstanding athletes were only too happy to
autograph first day covers of the 1960 Winter Olymnics. During the weeks that fol-
lowed I was able to add the autographs of Bob Mathias, Johnny Weissmuller, Rafer
Johnson, Perry ‘Q'Brien, Dr. Sammy Lee, and Hal and Olga Connolly.

These covers were enhanced by typing the name of the Olympian wunder his signa-
ture and the event in which he or she was a medal winner. A vrize possession is a
first day cover autogranhed by Johnny Weissmuller, a winner of five gold medals in
the 1924 and 1928 Olympic Zames.

It is of prime importance that you plan and prepare well in advance Just what
your goal 1s to De. You may wish to specialize in the field of science or svorts.
The rewards for your painstaking efforts are satisfaction and a most unusual collec-

tion of interminable value,
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The tecrch of the XVII Gameg. The following is a letter from Captain Carlo Con-
darelll of Catanla, Italy. It should prove of much 1interest to those of you who
like to be "in" on develooments. Certainly Carlo was.

"I have re=d with much interest about the Olympic Torch 1in the "Journal of
Svorts Philately" and I congratulate you on the accuracy of the news and the chrono-
logy of the events. I would like to give some additional and specilslized informa-
tion regarding the philatelic commemoration of the Torch Relay connected with the
sames of the XVII Olympiad, a m=tter in which I was fortunate enough to participate.

"I think it's useful for philatelists to know the
whole procedure 1in every philatelilc ¢ommemoration.
For the first time in the history of the modern Games,
sports vhilately was officially 1included in the whole
of the Olympic organization in Rome in 1960 with the
help of the General Secretary, Dr. Marcello Garroni.
The Philatelic Assistance Service, recently organized,
prearranged a number of devices by which we wanted to
show the development of the Games in each stage, and
so to constitute a complete collection. You have in
your collections many of the items such as the vari-
I‘ ous cards, folders, covers, sand cancellations. The
% stages which required the most careful organlzation

4‘5 have been (1) the lighting of the Torch 1in Olympia,
QCON E\) (2) the cerrying of the Torch on the school ship
"Amerigo Vespucei", end (%) the Torch Relay from Syra-

cuse to Rome.

Withdrawing the Mail from the Helicopter ){

"The PAS for these particular commemorations
was arranged: an aerogramme commemorating the
lighting of the Torch in Olympia, and a folder com-
memorating with a summary the voyage of the "Ameri-
go Vespucci" with the itinerary of the relay.

"The realization of these two items reguired
the collaboration of the following: (1) General
Postmaster of Athens, (2) Military Air Force, (3)
Italian Navy, (4) Italian Navy Commandant of Mes- \'sr (:))
sina, (5) the Command of the lst Group Helicopter IRA
Froup of Catania, and (6) the Command of the ship
"Amerigo Vesvucei".
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"The aerogramme, printed in Rome and sent to the Chief Postmaster of Athens for
the avplication of the Olymnic coxzmemoraticn series and svecial cancellations in
Clympia. Afterwards the aerogramme was consigned by a sveclal charter to the air-
prort of Athens on board the Italian Air Force aircraft which provided the transpor-
tation for the 1Italian Olympic Delegation to the ceremony of the lighting of the
wonderful Torch. The serogramme arrived in Rome on the night of August 13th and on
the morning of the 1l4th was made subject to the special cancellation of arrival at
the Clympic Postal Office in the Olympic Village.

"The folder commemorating the transport of the Torch on the "Amerigo Vespucci"
and the Torch Relay from Syracuse to Rome was planned in Rome and completed in the
Board Commissary of the ship at the Piraeus. A svecial cancellation was applied
showing a special Board Mall strike.

"The first contact with the "Amerigo Vesnucci" cominz from Greece and carrying
the Torch was effected in the Mediterranean Sea about 25 miles from Syracuse Dy a
helicopter of the lst Group of the Navy, plloted by Commander Negro. Ags menager of
the Philstelic Denartment of the Clympic Gares I was on pboard and took the philatel-
ic mall prepared in Greece for the torch lighting and for the Torch Relay on Italian
territory. The event was commemorated by a special cancellation. Afterwards the
folder was marked with the special cancellation of Naples and Castelgandolfo, seats
of the Olympic %ames crossed by the Torch Relay. This is the real story of the
srecial services that required two yesrs in prevaration. Such a philatelic projlect
has many difficulties. It has been the most touching moment of my life and I'll al-
ways have a wonderful memory of it.

"The vhoto shows the small shallop withdrawing the maill fron the heliconter.
The photo bears a L5 stanv of the commezorative series with special cancel and also
another cancel in upper left hand corner pbut it is doubtful if the cancels will re-
orint olainly."

(Editorial note: We have made rough drswings of the cancellations avpearing on
the photo and inserted them near the orizinal cancellations. Carlo did some splen-
did work with the Philatelic Assistance O0Office during preparation for the XVII
Fames. He 1s one of the most prolific writers on philatelic subjects relating to
sports and has a remarkable collection of the most highly vrized "svecial'" Olympic
pieces. Ever ready to help the sports cause, Carlo has frequently sent specialized
items to members of the staff of "J3P". We look forward to articles by Carlo Conda-
relli in the future. Pl )

* #* #* * ¥*

Computer processing of results of 1964 Clympic Zanes. The Tokyo Organizing
Committee has announced thst it will use a comnuter to provide up-to-the-minute in-
formation to spectators, athletes, officials, and news media on as many as 24 events
at a time during the 1964 Olymvic Summer Games.

Using communication devices to link the computer with widely sevarated events,
gsome as far as 40 miles from the Qlympic Data Center; the systen will collect, vro-
cess, and transmit to all Olympic areas the results and standings of esch event as
it takes nlace.

During the fifteen-day period (Oct. 10-24), the equivalent of twenty world
championship contests will be held in such sports as track and field, swimming, div-
ing, rowing, yachting, zymnastics, equestrian events, etc. Three hundred and forty
gold medals will be awarded. Additions to the vrogram, including judo, women's vol-
leyball, and a women's ventathlon, will make the 1964 Summner Games the largest ever
held. More than 8,000 athletes from 103 memper nations of the Internationsl Olympic
Committee are expected to particivate.

Masaji Tabata, Secretary-General of the Gaunes, said: "Athletes, spectators, and
newsmen have always wanted up-to-the-minute results of all events. With the zrowth
in size and complexity of the Games the job has become more difficult. The most
oractical way to solve the problem is with a computer system.

Mr. Tabata sald the selection of International Business lachines to provide the
service 1s based on the company's particivation in the VIII Olympic Winter 3ames at
Souaw Valley, Calif., 1in 1950 and its exverience in nrevaring for the IX Olympic
Winter Games which will be held in Innsbruck, Austria, in February, 1964,

In order for the tele-processing sgystem to collect the times, dlstznces,
Judges' scoring, and other results; data terminals will be located within each of
the 24 gtadia which will make up the QOlympic comnlex.






