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N U M B E R III N O V E M B E R 1962 V O L U M E I 

SEVENTH EUROPEAN ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
- Fred Farr -

Only one new world record was established in the Seventh European Athletic Champion­
ships, held at Belgrade, Jugoslavia, from September 12th through the 16th. This new re­
cord was set by Gerarda Kraan of the Netherlands, whose first-place time in the women's 
800 meter dash was 2:02.8, shattering the world record time of 2:04.3 set by L. Sevcova 
of the USSR in I960. In addition, Jutta Heine of Germany won first place in the wom­
en's 200 meters with a time of 23.5 seconds, which equals the new world record set by 
Dorothy Hyman of Great Britain on August fourth. 

Although the first place winners in most of these events exceeded the all-time rec­
ords for these Championships, it was conceded that even more spectacular results might 
have transpired if it were not for the intensive heat which plagued the athletes during 
these Championship games. Even worse, so far as the USSR team is concerned, was the 
withdrawal of Irina Press (hailed as the greatest all-round woman athlete) because of a 
strained muscle. To top it off, Tamara Press, sister of Irina, won first place in the 
shot put and discus throw — and then promptly announced that she was retiring, in order 
to study construction engineering! But all was not gloomy with the USSR team; they won 
13 gold medals, 6 silver medals, and 10 bronze medals, thereby becoming the unofficial 
winners of these championship games. 

Over 1,000 men and women ath­
letes competed in 36 events, all 
of which were held in the Jugo­
slav People's Army Stadium, with 
a capacity of 55»000 spectators. 
Poor attendance plagued these e-
vents, with the stadium general­
ly being only half-filled, al­
though 50,000 persons witnessed 

the inaugural ceremony at which 
Pres. Tito and Soviet astronaut 
Gherman Titov were the guests 
of honor. Coaches from the 28 
competing nations worried that 
the new surface of the track 
might not harden in time, but 
these fears proved to be with­
out foundation. 

The European Championships were proposed in 1926 by Dr. Stankowitz of Hungary, but 
were turned down by the International Amateur Athletic Federation. Again in 1932, he 
proposed these games, only to be turned down a second time, but the proposal was approv­
ed at the Berlin meeting on September 24, 1932. 

The first of these Championships was held at Turin, Italy, in 1934, and was followed 
four years later by the second Championships at Paris. No games were held in 1942, ow­
ing to the war, but the third meeting was held at Oslo in 1946, despite the dreadful 
conditions still existing in Europe at that time. The fourth Championships were held at 
Brussels in 1950, and were postally honored by a set of semipostals and a souvenir sheet 
with a surtax. Berne, Switzerland, was the site of the fifth Championships in 1954-1 and 
the sixth meeting was held at Stockholm in 1958. 

The lack of philatelic coverage for these games is appalling, and until the current 
Championships were held, only Belgium ever saw fit to honor these events postally. Not 
even the host countries could be induced to issue so much as one stamp, with the excep­
tion of Belgium. This year, Jugoslavia, the host country, has issued a set of sports 
stamps as well as a souvenir sheet, and Poland has issued a similar set — these stamps 
have been fully covered in this journal. The intense interest and rivalry engendered by 
the current Championships, however, may serve to correct this situation. 

Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1962 



GOLD MEDAL WINNERS OF MEN'S EVENTS 

100 meters: Claude Piquenal (France) in 10.4 seconds. 
Four others were clocked with the same time. Ove Jon-
sson (Sweden) won the 200 meters in 20.7 seconds. The 
400 meters was won by Ronnie Brightwell (England) in 
45.9 seconds. Manfred Matuschewski (Germany) scored 
an upset to win the 800 meters in 1:50.5, and Michel 
Jazy (France) won the 1500 meters in 3:40.9. 

' \ ?* 

5000 meters: Bruce Tulloh (England), a barefoot runner, won in 14:00.6, upsetting Piotr 
Bolotnikov (USSR), who had won at Stanford with 13:55.6. Bolotnikov bounced back to win 
the 10,000 meters in 28:54.0, compared with his world record of 28:18.8. Brian Kilby 
(England) clinched the Marathon run (26 miles, 385 yards) in 2:23:18.80. 

Steeplechase: Gaston Roelants (Belgium) in 8:32.6. The German team won both the 400 
meter relay (39.5 seconds) and the 1600 meter relay (3:05.8). Anatoli Mikhailov (USSR) 
won the 110 meter hurdles in 13.8 seconds, and Salvatore Morale (Italy) equalled Glenn 
Davis's world record for the 400 meter hurdles, with a time of 49.2 seconds. 

High jump winner, as expected, was Valeri Brumel (USSR), with a disappointing leap of 
7' 3", compared with his world record of 7' 5" (not yet recognized). Fiber glass poles 
were used in the pole vault, won by Pentti Nikula (Finland) clearing the bar at 15' 9". 
Nikula has a world record, awaiting recognition, of 16' 2#>". 

Igor Ter-Ovanesyan (USSR) won the broad jump with a leap of 26' 10#", compared with the 
world record of 27' 2" held by the remarkable Ralph Boston. The world record holder, 
Jozef Schmidt (Poland), won the hop-step-and-jump (triple jump) with a distance of 54' 
3#" — considerably under his world record of 55' i0#n. 

Vilmos Varju (Hungary) won the shot put with 62' 4Jt" , compared with the world record 
set by Rowe of 64' 2". Vladimir Trusenev (USSR) won the discus throw with a toss of 
187' 4#", but complained that the intense heat prevented him from doing better. 

Gyula Zsivoczki (Vsivotzky) of Hungary won the hammer throw 
with a toss of 228' 5#n , compared with Harold Connolly's 
new world record of 231' 10". The javelin throw was won by 
Ian Loussis (Lusis) of the USSR, with a very disappointing 
toss of only 269' 2". Vasily Kuznetsov (USSR) barely won 
the decathlon with 8026 points, compared with 8022 points 
garnered by Helmuth von Moltke (Germany). Kenneth Matthews 
(England) upset Golubnitchi (USSR), the world champion, to 
win the 20 km. walk in 1:35:54.8. Abdon Pamich from Italy 
won the 50 km. walk in 4:18:46.6. 

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS OF WOMEN'S EVENTS 

As expected, Dorothy Hyman (England) won the 100 meters in 11.3 seconds, but she was up­
set in the 200 meters by blonde Jutta Heine (Germany), who won in 23.5 seconds. Maria 
Itkina (USSR), the present world record holder, won the 400 meters in 53.4 seconds, the 
same time as her world record. A new world record for the 800 meters was set by Gerarda 
Kraan (Netherlands), with a time of 2:02.8; the previous world record had been set in 
I960 by L. Sevcova of the USSR (2:04.3). 

Poland won the 400 meter relay in 44.5 seconds, and Teresa Ciepla (Poland) won the 80 
meter hurdles in 10.6 seconds, compared with the world record held by Birkemeyer of 
Germany (10.5 seconds). To nobody's surprise, Yolanda Balas of Romania romped to vic­
tory in the high jump with a mark of 6 feet. Starting in 1956, Miss Balas has beaten 
the world record thirteen times, and has dominated this event for over five years. Her 
present world record is 6' ~5%" • 

Tatiana Chelkanova (USSR) won the broad jump with 20' 10#", compared with her world rec­
ord of 21' 3". As expected, the shot put and discus throw were won by the present hold­
er of the world records, Tamara Press. Miss Press won the shot put with.a toss of 60' 
10)4" and she won the discus throw with a toss of 186' 8H". Afterwards, Miss Press an­
nounced that she would retire in order to become a construction engineer! 

The favorite, Elvira Ozolina (USSR), won the javelin 
throw with a toss of 180' 2". This was very poor, 
compared with her world record of 195' 4#", set in 
I960. The pentathlon was won by Galina Bystrova, of 
the USSR, with a total of 4833 points (Irina Press 
holds the world record of 5137 points). The loss of 
Irina Press, a student of railway bridge-building, 
probably cost the USSR several gold medals in the 
women's events, but her place was effectively taken 
by many of her teammates in most events. 



PRESIDENT BOB BRUCE SPEAKS 3 

Just prior to our mass resignation from the Sports Unit, Publisher Bill Brecht was 
able to purchase in behalf of SPI the stock of back issues of SportStampS. These back 
issues are loaded with informative and interesting material; our members who are compar­
ative newcomers to SPI will want to obtain many of them. They sell at twenty-five cents 
per copy and may be ordered from William G. Brecht; Brecht and Holer, Inc.; 694 Third 
Avenue, New York 17» New York, U.S.A. The approximate supply status of these issues is 
as follows: 

Volume One — eleven issues (none issued for November) from September, I960 
through August, 1961. One issue is out of print and the supply of the others 
is running low. Get these now if you want them; they will not be reprinted! 

Volume Two — twelve issues from September, 1961, through August, 1962. 
The supply is generally good, but varies from one issue to the other. 

New members will also be interested in the back issues of Ira Seebacher's "Handbook 
of Sport Stamps." Eight sections appeared between September, 1961, and August, 1962; 
this group covered Aegean Islands through Epirus. These back issues are also available 
from Bill Brecht at the address given above; the price is twenty-five cents per issue. 
The supply is generally good, but cannot be guaranteed. Buy now, if you need it. 

All readers of this issue of JSP will notice the copyright imprint on the first 
page. Experience is sometimes a bitter teacher; some of you don't even need to guess 
to know precisely what I mean! At any rate, from here on every issue of JSP will be 
copyrighted. Ira Seebacher's handbook material will be incorporated directly into JSP, 
and the same copyright will protect both types of material. Printing of this section 
is so planned that one can withdraw the staple binding JSP, remove and fold the handbook 
pages to make them comparable in format to that which has appeared before, and then re-
staple the remainder of JSP if he so desires. We hope you will approve these changes. 

Elsewhere in this issue is an announcement of our members-only auction, due in the 
early spring. Those duplicates may be just the thing needed by your fellow-members, but 
they won't do anyone any good in your stockbook or shoebox. So stick them into the auc­
tion. All ranges of material are needed. 

I need not tell you that the ultimate balancing of the SPI's financial accounts at 
the end of the fiscal year is quite dependent upon the auction proceeds. Your donations 
to the auction, as well as the commission on your consignments, will serve a worthy 
cause. I know that we can count on your cooperation for the good of both the organiza­
tion and of its individual members. 

The directors are pleased to announce the affiliation of three local sports collec­
tor's societies with SPI. These include: 

Affiliate #1 — Sports Collectors of Southern California (SCOSC): Pres-
dent—Lawrence McMillan, 3261 Los Coyotes Blvd., Long Beach 8, California. 
Meets on the second Monday of each month at Helms Hall, 8760 Venice Blvd, Los 
Angeles 34, California. 

Affiliate #2 — Sports Stamp Study Circle of New York: President— William 
G. Brecht, 821 Bauer Street, Elmont, New York. Meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York 16, New York. 

Affiliate #3 — Sports Philatelists of the Philippines (SPOP): President 
—Floro Policarpio, P. 0. Box 121, Manila, Philippines. This group has already 
sponsored the issuance of a sports stamp from the Philippines, and has conduct­
ed a television show dealing with the collecting of sports stamps. 

Welcome to SPI, all three of you! Who's next? Face-to-face meeting surely beats 
repeated correspondence. It would appear that both Baltimore and Chicago have enough 
SPI members and other sports collectors to get something started. SPI's only require­
ment for affiliation is that five members of the affiliate be members of SPI. 

Finally, writers are needed who can submit manuscripts for publication in this 
journal. Even if your material isn't good enough, submit it to the editor and he will 
make the necessary changes prior to publication. Articles on almost ewcery aspect of 
sports philately can be used by your editor. My thanks for your cooperation. 

• OLYMPIC GAMES * 
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NEWS OF OUR AFFILIATES 

Sports Collectors of Southern California: The big news is SCOSC's participation in the 
SESCAL 1962, the lSth Annual Stamp Exhibition of Southern California, held at the Stat-
ler Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles on October 19-21. Sam Buzin was chairman of the commit­
tee which prepared the two frames which were exhibited; one frame being for competition 
and the other for advertizing purposes. 

At the September meeting, Chris Norgard and Robert Oesch gave a summary of their 3-
month tour of Europe, and Wladyslav "Willy" Wielkosezwaki related some of his experi­
ences behind the Iron Curtain. Oesch, incidentally, won the Martin Company of Denver's 
award of 1962 for his display of "space" stamps. This meeting ended with the showing of 
35 mm. slides from the collection of member Ruddy Endler. Jack and Ayne Bloom, among 
others, attended this meeting at which President Larry McMillan told of his fruitful 
meeting with the SPI directors at West Point, New York. 

Sports Philatelists of the Philippines: A live-wire outfit almost beyond compare! Tell 
me the name of another stamp club which was directly responsible for getting a stamp is­
sued for our philatelic specialty. Now they've got another scoop! This time it was a 
guest appearance on television on the night of August 23rd, with a special program call­
ed "Sports on Stamps." 

- . . The Postmaster Gen­
eral of the Philippine 
Islands was the guest 
on their program, and 
he authorized the can­
cellation on the cover 
depicted at the left. 
Only 1,617 covers re­
ceived this commemora­
tive cancellation in 
honor of the first 
philatelic telecast. 

SPORTS PHILATELISTS 
of the. LPniuhhinEi. 

P. O. BOX 121 
MANILA, PHILIPPINES 

sw*fsS&s in. t/ic 
CAVALCADE OF S P Q R T S A 

Mr. F. Quentin Farr 
c/o "Cavalcade of Sports" 
DZRH-TV Channel 11 
Manila. 

President Flor Pol-
icarpio of SPOP was 
one of the four spec­
ial guests on the pro­
gram, and he was in­
terviewed about the PI 
stamp picturing the 
Spolarium, where dead 
or wounded gladiators 
were dragged back in 
the days of ancient 
Rome. 

According to Pres. Policarpio, this slogan cancellation (above) was announced in a 
postal bulletin issued on August 16th, stating that a special rubber canceller would be 
used on all philatelic mail presented at TV station DZRH-TV, MBC Building, Manila, on 
August 23rd. 1962, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, to coincide with the first philatelic telecast 
under the program "Cavalcade of Sports." The canceller reads: First Philatelic Tele-
cast/"Sports on Stamps"/in the/Cavalcade of Sports. Note that the cover is autographed 
by Enrico Palomar, Postmaster General of the Philippines, and that the cancellation in­
cludes the words: "DZRH-TV Philatelic Station, Manila." 
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SAME with "SPECIMEN" OVPT. 15.50 
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OLYMPIANA THE OLYMPIC TORCH 

the Olympic Flame 

- Travis Land -

Lest you think that the Torch Relay is a minor item on the Or­
ganizing Committee's agenda, we refer you to the article reprint­
ed below, which appeared in the Official Bulletin, No. 5, for the 
Games of the XVIII Olympiad. The Games are scheduled to begin in 
1964; it is now 1962, and detailed plans are already under way 
for the handling of this significant ceremony. As details devel­
op, we will keep you advised. 

As you know, the Games of the XVI Olympiad produced ar unusual 
situation in that the equestrian events could not be held in the 
city of venue for the other events. This was due to the fact 
that the strict quarantine laws of Australia forbade the importa­
tion of animals for the Games. Thus, it was decided to award the 

equestrian events to Stockholm, Sweden. 

Few sports philatelists are aware that the Equestrian Games of 1956 had 
all the pomp and ceremony of the regular Games .... including the colorful 
TORCH RELAY! 

From the Bulletin du Comite International Olympique, No. 55, for July 
of 1956, we note that his majesty, King Gustave Adolph opened the Equest­
rian Games following a ceremony that was both simple and splendid. This 
event took place in the old stadium of 1912, in the wooden grandstand 
which had been constructed in the shape of a horseshoe. This stadium had 
an original capacity of 21,000 spectators, but had recently been enlarged 

to accommodate some 25,000 spectators. 

For the first time at an Olympic opening ceremony» the horses which would partake in 
the equestrian events were lined up on the grounds within the stadium. For an hour and 
one-half, thirty nations passed in review, preceded by Swedish students who were also 
mounted on horseback. Three military bands and a chorus of 250 men participated in this 
ceremony, during which the new Olympic Hymn was performed. 

The Olympic Flame had been lighted in accordance with the usual ritual at Olympia by 
the Greek Olympic Committee, and had been transported by air from Athens to Copenhagen, 
and thence to Malmo, Sweden, in a 
towards Stockholm, some 1,000 
kilometers away, by a relay of 
100 horsemen. This journey took 
five days. One of these Swedish 
horsemen was Hans Winke, riding 
"Spahi", who had the honor of 
transporting the lantern into 
the stadium, where he placed it 
on a pedestal at the side of the 
arena. 

Two athletes, a young man and 
a young woman, carried the flame 
for a final time around the a-
rena to two corner pedestals 
overflowing with ivy. Thus, 
three flames were burning during 
these Games, dedicated to the 
glory of the Olympics and to 
peace. 

Among those who witnessed 
this stirring event was Queen 
Elizabeth of England, who was 
then making an official state 
visit to Sweden. Also attend­
ing was Prince Bernhard of the 
Netherlands, who is president 
of the International Equestrian 
Federation. 

lantern. At Malmo, the lantern was started on its way 

Published by the Organizing Committee f o r i 
the Games of the XVIII Olympiad 

The route for the relay of the Olympic 
Torch from Mount Olympus to TOKYO 
has been under carefull study by the 
Organizing Committee. The TOKYO 
Olympiad, the first to be held in Asia, 
has created so much interest among 
the sports-loving peoples of this area 
that Japan has received requests from 
many countries that their countries be 
included in the route of the Torch relay. 

While the 00C Tecognizes the degree 
of enthusiasm of the people of Asia 
to have the Torch pass through their 
respective countries, the great distance 
and the limited t ime-one month at 
most—make a trip through each Asian 
country impossible. 

The 00C is now studying the report 
compiled by the Route Survey Team 
sponsored by the Asahi Newspapers 
which surveyed a possible land route 
from Greece to Thailand in small cars 
in 1961. Fumio Takashima, a member 
of the OOC's General Affairs Committee 
and Eiichi Morinishi, 00C Secretariat 
member, have just completed a tour of 
further survey of the considered route. 

The 00C will then consider each Na­
tional Olympic Committee's request. 

After obtaining all the necessary details 
the 00C will ask each NOC, gathered 
for the Asian Games in Djakarta this 
August, to cooperate in relaying the 
Torch rapidly and safely. 

The most likely course under con­
sideration at present runs from Mount 
Olympus to Athens by land, thence 
flown eastward, stopping briefly at the 
points requesting it, and on to Japan 
At each stop a simple ceremony will 
be held under the auspices of the local 
NOC before the plane's departure the 
following day. 

Great attention is being paid in Japan 
to the Torch relay. There has already 
been the helpful experience of the 3rd 
Asian Games when a torch was relayed 
from Manila through Okinawa to Kago 
shima in Kyushu by air, and from 
Kagoshima to Tokyo by land, taking 
128 days. 

The OOC plans to announce soon the 
definite relay schedule from Greece to 
Japan and an outline of the route within 
the country. A complete examination 
of the Torch and its holder will be made 
to ensure its suitability for transport. 
The safety lamps for air travel used 
for the last Asian Games will also be 
perfected. 

J? 



6 THE OLYMPIC TORCH (continued) 

When the Games of the XVI Olympiad were finished, organizational plans were begun 
at once for the XVII Games. Rome was the city to which the Games were awarded and, as 
always, there had to be plans for holding a Torch Relay. The first notice regarding the 
route came as a complete outline: 

The 1960 Olympic Torch 

"The Torch Relay for the Olympic Flame will follow the same course from Olympia to 
Rome as that taken by the ancient Greeks when they emigrated in the 8th century B.C. to 
the Italian coast and founded Magna Grecia. The Olympic Flame 
will be lit at Olympia and carried by sea from the Gulf of Ar­
cadia to Fonte Aretusa in the island of Ortigia near Siracusa. 
The rest of the itinerary, which constantly evokes memories of 
ancient classical civilization, will take in Catania, Taormina, 
Messina, Reggio Calabria, Crotone (the city which produced 7 Olym­
pic champions during the classical Greek era), Sibari, Metaponto 
and Taranto where a night's stop will be made. 

"The Torch will then be carried along the Appian Way, the 'Re-
gina Viarum', passing through Matera, Potenza and Paestum and Sa­
lerno, to Napoli where the Olympic Fire will be lit and kept alight 
throughout the yachting events in Napoli. It will then proceed 
through Cuma, Minturno, Circea and Albano. It will reach Rome 
passing under the Arch of Titus and through the Roman Forum there­
by providing a most fitting preface to the inauguration. The 
Torch will be carried by over 1200 runners." 

Guido Condarelli's beautiful program, issued shortly before 
the Games, gives more details of the relay: 

"The Flame will travel down to the mouth of the Alfeo River 
and immediately after the Gulf of Arcadia will be taken aboard 
the 'Amerigo Vespucci.' It will reach Italian soil at the isle of Ortigia. Exactly 
near the Fountain of Arethusa, the Torch will light the first tripod on Italian soil. 
On the following day, after an overnight stop, the torch-bearer will set out on a long 
trip of 1,283 kilometers, which will be effected in 108 consecutive hours interrupted 
only by a second stop in Taranto. From the Isle of Ortigia, the torch will travel along 
the tableland of Epipoli ... where every wall is a witness of the golden period of Syra-
cusan civilization. It will call at Lenteni, will cross the Plain of Catana, reach Mes­
sina and across the strait will reach Reggio Calabria. 

"The Torch will then leave the characteristic Sicilian landscape, and will illumi­
nate the ancient Ionic cities of Locri, Caulonia, Crotone, Siri, Fraclea, Metaponto, Ta­
ranto. 

"The successive itinerary will start from the City of the Two Seas and will proceed 
along the Via Appia through Lucania; it will include Matera, Tricarico, Potenaz, Muro 
Lucano, Pescopagano, S. Angelo dei Lombardi. Then, still along the Via Appia, the torch 
will proceed for Avellino, Naples, Caserta, Minturno, Terraina, Velletri, Castelgandol-
fo, the Via Appia Antica, the Via Sacra inside the Roman Forum, the Campidoglio and the 
Olympic Stadium." 
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OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY (concluded) 

Illustrated below are some of the stamps issued in honor of the Olympic Torch and 
the relay race. Note that the Olympic Torch was first depicted in the upper margins of 
the two Olympic stamps issued by the USA in 1932, and that the first Olympic Torchbearer 
was honored on Germany's 1936 series. In conclusion, we note that Albania's set, issued 
as advance propaganda for the 1964 Olympiad at Tokyo, also depicts the flaming Torch! 

JOUURILE OLIMPICE 
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"A WOMAN IS ONLY A WOMAN 

— UNLESS SHE'S AN OLYMPIAN! 

Poet Laureate he was, but Kipling did not live long 
enough to know a different kind of Maggie. Beyond the 
end of his cigar now he could see much more than a nag­
ging housewife, and chances are good that he would have 
tossed out the old cigar box and joined in the cheering 
for the female of the species. 

Indeed, had his mind been on important things have 
as sports during the 1920's instead of on publishing 
"The Irish Guards in the Great War" and such minor 

things as receiving the highest honors from the Universities of 
Paris and Strasbourg and being made Hector of Saint Andrews, he 
would have had sufficient warning of the rise of the young femi­
nine athlete. 

Naturally, he had not paid much attention to the fact that 
Miss Charlotte Cooper of Great Britain had won the Women's Sing­
les in Lawn Tennis and also a Gold Medal in the Mixed Doubles in 
the Olympic Games of the Second Olympiad of the Modern Era, held 
in the year 1900 at Paris. However, he might have considered it 
an advance by women from the report in Plutarch's Agesilaos, con­
cerning the crowning of Kyniska of Sparta with the Olympic wreath 
in 376 B.C., and again in 360 B.C., for her fine work with the 
quadriga (four-horse chariot). 

Women have been mixed up in nearly everything since Eve; many 
contend they are still mixed up. Be that as it may, one of the 
versions of the origin of the Olympic Games — that of Pelops — 
had a female as a pawn. She was Hippodamia (named Hippy for 
short-s), daughter of King Oenomaus. The King was quite a rascal 
and an even better charioteer. He had more fun offering his 
daughter to any suitor who would take her in a chariot and escape 
from the king. The extra part of the bargain, in small print, 
was that if the king caught up with the suitor, said suitor would 
be run through with the royal spear! 

King Aenomaus got rid of thirteen prospective sons-in-law in 
this manner. However, Pelops came out of the chute wearing No. 
14 ... but, before he opened the gate, Pelops had arranged with a 
young chariot mechanic to fiddle around with the axle of the 
royal bus. Friend mechanic was a better fiddler than Nero, and 
in a short while a wheel came off the royal chariot and the royal 
chaser broke his neck. Pelops felt real cozy about the situation 
and declared the ground sacred, and he thereupon instituted the 
Olympic Games and religious rites in celebration of the occasion. 
Having had to resort to trickery, Pelops must have had a bad con­
science and could easily have been the one responsible for bar­
ring women from being even spectators at the ancient Games. And 
they were, you know. 

Take the caper of Pisidorus. His dad had died while training him, so his mother had 
taken over. She was Mom Number One! Determined to watch Pisidorus show off, Mom put on 
a disguise and went to the stadium. When her son won, she began to do the twist, and 
she screamed like a fishwife, so that every sane male near her immediately recognized 
her as being of the opposite gender, at least. The penalty for a woman watching these 
Games was a neat one cooked up by the incumbent D. A. She was to be led or dragged, as 
the case required, to a nearby rock called the Typaean Rock and thrown to her death. 
However, Pisidorus' Mom was let off the hook, and she was hailed for her courage for 
rearing and training an Olympic winner. 

In later times, women were actually contestants in the ancient Games. In the 128th 
Games, for example, the winning driver of chariots drawn by pairs of colts was Belisi-
che, a woman from Macedonia. 

Kipling could have noted that in 1908, Madge Syers of Great Britain won the figure 
skating championship at the Olympic Games in London, and that in these same Games, Miss 
Q. Newall won the National Hound in archery. We wish that he had been in Saint Louis in 
1904, during the Third Olympiad, to check out a statistic for us. The U.S.O.C. Olympic 
Book does not carry the listing, but in John V. Grombach's Olympic Cavalcade of Sports" 
there is a notation that in 1904, Mrs. M. C. Howell of the United States won tEe Double 
National Round in archery. 


