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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
The Society of Olympic Collectors was formed in the autumn of 1983, the first collectors’ society 
anywhere in the world devoted exclusively to Olympic philately.  There were a number of factors 
that meant that the time was right.  Until 1936 there was not enough of substance in Olympic 
stamp issues and postal history to attract exclusive collector interest.  For the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics (and Garmisch Winter Olympics) philately was a tool of the propaganda machine, but 
politics aside, collectors could, for the first time tell the full story of an Olympic Games through 
stamps and postal history. 
It was through this route that SOC's first Chairman, Franceska Rapkin came to Olympic philately, 
and built up a gold medal winning collection relating to the Berlin Games. 
Sports and Olympic philately had been building up slowly from the 1950s.  The first sports and 
Olympic philatelic exhibition took place in Barcelona in 1951, with a young Juan Antonio 
Samaranch involved in the organisation. All the exhibitors were Spanish, but the 1952 
International Exhibition of Sports Philately in Rome attracted exhibitors from 17 countries. 
In Britain (to quote from the very first Torch Bearer) “Ernest Trory’s shop in Brighton was a 
mecca for Olympic collectors in the 1950s and ‘60s [but] he never attempted to start a club where 
like-minded collectors could exchange news and views”.  He was a dedicated dealer, and his 
stock lists developed into “Olympic Philatelist” from May 1963.  Before that, in October 1959 he 
organised “Olympex”, the Olympic Games Philatelic Exhibition in Brighton. 
Olympic stamp catalogues appeared, and in 1962 Günter Schneider in Germany published the 
first catalogue of Olympic postal markings. In the same year, Sports Philatelists International 
was formed in the USA.  In 1966 IMOS, Internationale Motivgruppen Olympiaden und Sport, 
was formed, and Otto Volk and Manfred Winternheimer expanded Schneider’s work. and it was 
to IMOS and SPI that I turned in the 1970s to further my Olympic collecting. 
Then in 1980 Juan Antonio Samaranch became President of the IOC. And he was a collector!  
And so, during Autumn Stampex 1983 Franceska Rapkin invited myself, Kenny Cook, Colin 
Faers and John Osborne to a meeting in the nearby Bloomsbury Crest Hotel to consider how to 
get a new society off the ground.  What to call it led to some discussion, but the simplest emerged 
as the best, Society of Olympic Collectors. An appeal in the philatelic press brought the Society 
up to 50 members, and by the end of 1984, 150. 
Franceska Rapkin became the first Chairman, and also editor of the society magazine, Torch 
Bearer. She had already written for the wider philatelic press under her own name, and the 
pseudonym Sidney Amery. John Osborne became Secretary; he is still a member today. Colin 
Faers became Treasurer, and John Crowther Auction Manager. I was “Liaison Officer”, with a 
publicity, press secretary role (I too had had articles on Olympic philately published in stamp 
magazines). By the end of the first year I had set up a circulating packet, and become Packet 
Manager. By mid-1965 a library had been established, with Kenny Cook as Librarian. Like John 
Crowther with the auction, Kenny maintained this role until his death. 
In 1986 John Osborne was obliged to give up the role of Secretary, and the position was vacant 
for a while; John became PRO.  Robert Kensit joined the committee for a while, and Bob Farley. 
John Miller was appointed Distribution Manager. In 1987 Kenneth Ballam filled the Secretary 
post, and in 1989 he was succeeded by John Miller’s wife Betty. At the end of 1990, health 
issues obliged Bob Wilcock to give up as Packet Secretary, and Colin Faers added this role to 
that of Treasurer. Andy Potter became PRO. 
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In 1991 Bob Farley stepped up to Vice-Chairman, Franceska needing to care for her husband 
Leon, who died later that year. Franceska persuaded Bob Farley to take over the role of Editor 
from the beginning of 1994. He and I had already contributed significantly to Torch Bearer, and 
produced supplements on the 1992 Albertville and Barcelona Games. He and I remained the 
principal writers for Torch Bearer. 
SOC had organised or contributed to events, in relatively modest ways, the first being 
attendance at the 100th Annual Olympian Games at Much Wenlock. A handstamp was 
sponsored, and the first of the Society’s philatelic souvenirs was issued. A full listing of all the 
Society’s souvenirs starts on page 5, and continues in a separate supplement. 
In 1985 SOC organised a trip to the first Olymphilex in Lausanne. It was a memorable trip, and 
a few of us became regular attenders at the fairs in Lausanne and elsewhere. It was a pleasure 
and a privilege to meet and become friends with Olympic collectors from around the world.  In 
1988 SOC were co-organisers of an exhibition of British Philately at the Olympic Games held at 
the National Postal Museum.   
In 1994 SOC mounted a 
display at Stampex, and a 
second Society visit to 
Lausanne was organised 
by David Buxton, for 
members to attend the 
World Olympic Collectors’ 
Fair.  

From 1995 David became the 
Society’s Treasurer. Alan 
Sabey became PRO. 1996 
saw two major changes: Colin 
Faers handed over the 
Packet, after many years, to 
Tom Paton, and more 
significantly, Franceska 
Rapkin retired as Chairman 
and became Honorary 
President. Sadly, Tom had to 
discontinue the packet in 
1998, and I took on the role of 
Minutes Secretary, our 

Betty Miller, 
Franceska Rapkin 
& Kenny Cook at 

Stampex 1994 

Committee members in 
Lausanne in 1994: 
Standing: Kenny Cook, Bob 
Wilcock, John Crowther 

Seated: Bob Farley, Betty & 
John Miller, David Buxton 
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stalwarts Betty and john Miller no longer being able to travel down from Lancashire to our 
committee meetings. Betty retired in 1999, after ten years of invaluable service, and our present 
Secretary, Paula Burger took over from the beginning of 2000. Brian Hammond filled the PRO 
vacancy. 
In September 2001 
SOC welcomed 
members of AFCOS, 
our sister French 
society, to a joint 
meeting at the River 
and Rowing Museum 
at Henley. It was the 
Society’s biggest 
event since formation 
in 1984, and some of 
SOC's overseas 
members also made 
the trip. Sydney Gold 
Medallist Andrew 
Lindsay joined us for 
the occasion, and 
delegates were put 
up in Brasenose 
College, Oxford 
(thanks to David 
Buxton). 
Sadly, Franceska Rapkin was not well enough to join us. She passed away on 13 December 
2001. To quote from Bob Farley’s obituary notice in Torch Bearer: “Franceska will be sadly 
missed by members of the philatelic community world-wide, many of whom were her personal 
friends.  In Sydney, at Olymphilex 2000, Franceska was awarded a Gold Medal as the Grand 
Prix International presented by the International Olympic Committee - the latest award for her 
renowned '1936 Olympics' exhibit. 
For many years, Franceska and her husband Leon, before his death, had worked to promote 
philately. Youth, traditional and thematic philately were all avidly supported and promoted.  The 
Society of Olympic Collectors owes its very existence to Franceska.  Whilst many Olympic 
collectors seemed to meet at National exhibitions, it was Franceska who called the first meeting 
of interested collectors and proposed the formation of the Society of Olympic Collectors.  
Franceska served as Chairman from formation until 1996, and Editor from formation until 1994.  
Her period as Chairman was followed by a term of four years as President, and she was the 
only person to whom the status of Life Member has ever been granted.  We are often referred 
to as 'The Rapkin Boys' when overseas, and in our hearts, we are actually proud of the implied 
association.” 
SOC has long printed Torch Bearer ‘in house’. By the turn of the century, print technology had 
not advanced enough that Torch Bearer could be printed in colour. However, it was prepared in 
colour, and for several years hyperlinked versions were released annually on CD-ROM. 
Subsequently, the Society purchased a laser printer and Torch Bearer could be printed in colour. 

David Buxton speaking at the River and Rowing Museum in 2001. Behind him 
is his wife Rennie, then Museum personnel, Ruth Wilcock & Mike Pagomenos 
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In 2003 a circulating packet was re-introduced, with copies of items offered being circulated 
rather than actual material. This enabled overseas members to participate as buyers as well as 
sellers. It was run by Brian Hammond. 
In 2004 Mike Pagomenos joined the committee and set up the Society’s web-site. 
2004 also saw the passage of the Olympic Torch through London, on its way to Athens. SOC 
marked the occasion philatelically, including issuing a personalised stamp (Smiler) depicting 
Andrew Lindsay, who, with fellow Olympic oarsmen would be carrying the Torch along the 
Thames. 
Smilers are expensive to commission, but later that year Royal Mail introduced ‘SmartStamps’, 
computer-generated postage, broadly in postage meter format, that could be printed on a 
domestic printer, and at the same cost as standard postage.  Bob Farley almost immediately 
saw the potential, and over the next 8 years Society of Olympic Collectors was able to produce 
inexpensive souvenirs, in particular to chart the history of London 2012. They proved popular 
with members, and sale proceeds effectively funded SOC from then on, enabling subscriptions 
to be used to no more than cover the cost of Torch Bearer. SOC has never had any form of 
financial support from the British Olympic Association. 
SOC supported and worked with the London 2012 Candidature Committee from the early days, 
and then with the Organising Committee.  We were the very first organisation to sign a licencing 
agreement with LOCOG (for no fee), and they provided us with official digital copies of the 
Games pictograms to help publicise the Games through our SmartStamp souvenirs. 

The crowning event for SOC was Olympex 
2012 at the British Library. Bob Farley and 
myself (Big Bob and Little Bob) worked with 
Maurizio Tecardi and David Maiden British 
Library exhibitions team to produce an 
exhibition that we like to think was a cut above 
your average philatelic exhibition, made 
possible by IOC funding. The cabin on the 
forecourt of the British Library was the lively 
meeting point for collectors and the public 
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throughout the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Special arrangements with Royal Mail’s London 
Handstamp Centre enabled SOC to provide the only handstamping service available to 
collectors and visitors. It was a great success.  
Sadly, the conclusion of London 2012 marked the beginning of the end for SOC. The spring of 
2013 saw the passing of two stalwarts of Olympic philately, Alan Sabey, who had outstanding 
London 1908 and 1948 collections, Michael Berry of Healey and Wise, Britain’s only dealer 
specialising in the Olympics, and ever with us at Olympic Collectors Fairs in Lausanne and at 
the Games. Then we lost David Buxton who had been our Treasurer for 18 years.  With a 
background in athletics, he had a wide variety of interests beyond Olympic collecting, and was 
an active committee member of a diverse range of committees. He will be remembered by many 
as the collector who concentrated on Olympic material related to his birthday, 20th February.  We 
welcomed David Frome as our new Treasurer. 

 
Within a year we lost John Crowther, a 
gentleman collector who had been our 
auction manager for nearly 30 years, since 
the very beginning of the Society. He had 
been ill, and not able to venture far from home 
for a few years. Chris Cohen, a senior 
Paralympic administrator, and pre-eminent 
Paralympic collector, had been assisting 

David Frome in London 2012 Games Maker 
uniform & Chris Cohen with an Olympic torch 
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John, and on his passing took on the full role. At the 
same time, Brian Hammond was obliged to give up the 
circulating packet. 
The body blow to the Society came in January 2015 
with the unexpected loss of Chairman Bob Farley. A 
man of immense enthusiasm and energy, he had been 
the driving force behind the Society since he took over 
from Franceska Rapkin. She will have been proud of 
what he achieved, and the heights to which he took the 
society. He attended every Summer and Winter 
Games from Calgary 1988 to Sochi 2014, focussing on 
the philately more than the Games, and writing about 
it accurately and comprehensively. He worked 
extensively with collector friends from other societies, 
notably Thomas Lippert of IMOS in Germany, and he 
probably acquired the most comprehensive 
knowledge of the Beijing Games of any collector, in China or world-wide. He became a member 
of the IOC’s Collectors’ Commission.  His attention to detail, and determination to publish full 
accounts mean that his knowledge was not lost with him, and collectors can still benefit today. 
I took over as Chairman, and Mike Pagomenos took over as Editor of Torch Bearer. We must 
be grateful to Mike, as we are to David and Chris. Torch Bearer is the heart of the Society, and 
without a magazine there is no society. 
By the end of 2015 we had lost another of our founder-members, Kenny Cook, our librarian and 
distribution manager. A squirrel of a collector who never wanted to pay the full price for anything, 
he was an amiable character. A regular traveller to Olympics and collectors’ events in his 
younger days, in later years a heart attack and knee injury confined him to a wheelchair, and 
eventually left him housebound.  Olympic collecting, he said, kept him sane. He enjoyed 
maintaining the library and distributing Torch Bearer. 
The Society’s days were now inevitably numbered. Jonathan Rosenthall had joined the 
committee, but has not been able to take on an active role. When Mike was obliged to give up 
the editorship of Torch Bearer, there was no-one to take on the task. Add to that the fact that 

philately has emerged as a twentieth-
century hobby, youngsters today collecting 
photos on their smart phones, rarely sending 
letters, rarely seeing a stamp, winding up the 
Society became inevitable. Doing it now, 
and doing it properly, is sensible. There are 
committee members still here and able to do 
it, we are solvent and able to dispose of the 
Society’s funds and assets wisely for the 
benefit of our remaining members and fellow 
collectors more widely, with a large part of 
the surplus to be donated to the British 
Paralympic Association. 
We are also doing our best to ensure that the 
wealth of knowledge gathered and 
published over the life of the Society is 
preserved. This issue of Torch Bearer 

Brian Hammond at the 
Sidney Olympics 

Paula Burger and Brian Cook (no relation to Kenny) 
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primarily records the activities of the Society as reflected in 
the souvenirs issued, and will join all the previous issues in 
the British Library. Additionally, every issue and 
supplement is being digitised and will be made available to 
AICO for publication on their web-site. When this has been 
done, our remaining funds will be passed to the BPA, and 
the Society will be no more. 
This then is my last contribution to the Society.  My first 
article for Torch Bearer was in Volume 1, Issue 2, and I 
have contributed to virtually every issue ever since. From 
Torch Bearer articles and articles in the philatelic press, I 
stepped up to collectors’ supplements and then two books. 
Writing is in my blood, just as collecting is. Olympic philately 
has been a wonderful hobby. I have made so many friends, 
and been to so many places that I never would otherwise. 
My life has been enriched, and I say farewell with great 
sadness.  A number of you joined one of our sister 
societies, but whether you did or not, may all of you continue to enjoy Olympic collecting, the 
“sport of the spectator”, for a long time to come. 
Finally, may I thank the present committee members, Paula Burger, our faithful secretary for the 
past 18 years. David Frome, the Treasurer who rescued us after David Buxton passed away, 
Chris Cohen who has so efficiently run the auction these last few years, and Jonathan 
Rosenthal, may I thank you all for your support to myself and the Society?  I would also like to 
thank members for their kind messages since the demise of the society was announced. God 
bless you all. 

 

 

At the SOC dissolution meeting October 2018: Bob Wilcock, (David Frome), Paula Burger, Chris Cohen 
& longstanding member Barrie Saunders (photo by John Osborne) 

Bob Wilcock           April 2019 

Jonathan Rosenthall 
with Ingrid O’Neill 
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DISSOLUTION MEETING, STAMPEX 13 SEPTEMBER 2018 

In attendance:  
Committee: Miss Burger; Messrs Wilcock, Frome, Cohen, Rosenthall 
Members: D Connell, J Osborne, R Hansen, G Lofts, B Saunders, T Owen, 
E Eady 
 

The meeting was opened at 11.10 a.m. by the chairman, Mr Wilcock, with 12 
members present.  He gave a brief resumé of the history of the Society [expanded 
in accompanying article].  Over the years we have had many members, peaking 
at well over 200, but currently we have approximately 80 of whom only 31 
responded to our letter regarding the future.  Nobody has come forward to carry 
on serving as a committee member, and, of the 31 members, 30, albeit reluctantly, 
have indicated that we should cease to be (the other member suggested an 
alliance to enable continuation, but without a liaison committee this is a non-
starter).  Committee took the decision that it would be sensible to close now while 
the present committee is in place and able to do so.  We are solvent with 
approximately £15,500 of assets in the bank. 
The purpose of the meeting was to confirm Committee’s proposal to wind up, and 
determine how Society assets be distributed. Under the constitution matters are to 
be decided at the dissolution meeting. Members were circulated so that their views 
may be taken into account at the meeting, but their responses are advisory. 
Resolutions passed are set out below. There was considerable discussion 
concerning the distribution of assets. Ultimately it was agreed that since some 
members wished for a return of subscriptions, all members should be paid. This 
still left a very substantial balance to be paid to charitable organisations in 
accordance with the wishes of the majority. Individual members could forward their 
returned subscriptions to a charity of their choosing if they wished. 
There was also discussion as to which charities would benefit after all other monies 
were paid out to any persons so entitled, which we expect to be a final figure of 
approx. A suggestion was made that it would be sensible to make a donation to 
Stamp Active, a charity that encourages young people into the past time, and who 
are at Stampex, so we could talk to their chairman after the meeting.  It was agreed 
‘nem com’ to allow the committee to make a decision as to how much this would 
be. That discussion led to the conclusion that £1,500 be donated to Stamp Active, 
the balance to be donated to the British Paralympic Association. (Later, when 
winding up the auction, the auction manager passed all unreturnable unsold lots 
to Stamp Active for them to distribute to their members or sell on for the benefit of 
their funds.) 
Some 24 members had asked to participate in a distribution, of surplus souvenirs, 
mostly general, a couple with specific requests (which can be met). Members 
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would receive about 1 kilo of material. It was not generally possible to give any 
member full sets since numbers remaining in sets varied from zero of some items 
to 50 plus of others. Items were being allocated in turn as they came out of the 
boxes. 
There were still a couple of shoe boxes of excess material remaining. It was 
planned to ship this to the organisers of the 2019 Olympic Collectors Fair in 
Warsaw (and this is what happened).  Similarly, more copies of the 1908 and 1948 
books were being distributed to members who had requested copies (and some 
were distributed at the meeting). A surplus has been sent to Warsaw to Warsaw. 
The society’s web-site was no longer functioning, but a fake site, using the 
Society’s name had recently been set up. Steps were being taken to have the site 
taken down, but the meeting agreed that the nuisance value of the imposter site 
was small and getting it closed down was not worth a great deal of effort or 
expense. 
Any other business 

a. Jonathan Rosenthall said he would supply his contact details for the last 
Torch Bearer, so that any member that wished to do so could contact him 
with the idea of meeting up at, say Stampex, if they wished to maintain 
contact after dissolution.  [He may be contacted at rosie126@aol.com]   

b. In 2010 there was a stamp exhibition and in 2020 there will be another, and 
a pin was presented to everyone present by Derek Connell 

c. Mr Hansen proposed, and Mr Connell seconded a vote of thanks to all of the 
committee for their great work over many years, and Mr Rosenthall on behalf 
of everyone present thanked the committee for the amount of work they had 
all done to set up the dissolution meeting. 

d. Derek Connell reported that the Exhibition Study Group meets at Crystal 
Palace sports ground each October and the organisers would be happy to 
accept a display of 1908 and or 1948 Olympics. 

There being no further business the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 
1:15 p.m. 
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE DISSOLUTION MEETING 
1. Dissolution 

It is hereby resolved that the Society of Olympic Collectors be dissolved with immediate 
effect. 
Proposed by Mr Wilcock, seconded by John Osborne and passed ‘nem Con’. 
 

2. Committee are hereby instructed to take all steps that are in their discretion necessary to 
implement dissolution including settlement of all and any outstanding liabilities, and 
distribution of the society’s assets in accordance with the resolutions that follow and 
otherwise in the best interests of the Society and its members. Where committee are 
required to make decisions and take actions not provided for by way of formal resolution 
their decision shall be final and binding.  
Proposed by Mr Wilcock seconded by Mr Cohen and carried ‘nem com’.  
 

3. Distribution of cash and cash equivalents. 
a That all participating members receive a distribution of an amount equal to the total 

subscriptions paid by that member as determined from Society records. 
Proposed by David Frome, seconded by Bob Wilcock,  
carried by 7 votes for, 1 against, with 3 abstentions. 

b. It was proposed that the Society pay a one-year subscription to a collectors’ 
organisation nominated by a participating member, the member’s nomination 
being taken as authority to pass necessary personal details, and only those details, 
to the chosen society. 
The resolution was carried 

c. Following the above resolutions, all other surplus cash and cash equivalents be 
paid to charitable, philatelic or Olympic or Paralympic organisations in amounts 
and proportions as Committee in their absolute discretion shall determine. 

d. Proposed by Bob Wilcock, seconded Paula Burger, voting 2 against 8 for and 1 
abstention, and the motion was carried  
 

4. Society Auction 
a. That absolute discretion be given to the auction manager acting in concert with 

committee in relation to the distribution or disposal of unsold lots that are 
unclaimed, where details of the vendor have been lost, or the vendor is deceased 
with no known beneficiaries. 

b. That where sales proceeds are due to a vendor or his representatives who cannot 
be traced those proceeds be added to the funds to be paid to charitable philatelic 
or Olympic organisations and not added to those funds allocated to members. 
Both parts agreed nem con. 
 

5. That the remaining souvenirs, books and other tangible assets of the society be 
distributed to participating members in accordance with their wishes, and where assets 
remain in excess of those desired by or sensibly distributable to members these assets 
be disposed of to other philatelic or Olympic organisations or otherwise, by way of sale 
or gift as Committee in their absolute discretion think fit. 
This was agreed unanimously. 
 

6. Torch Bearer 
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a. That one final edition of Torch Bearer be published inter alia incorporating all 
resolutions passed at this Extraordinary general meeting. 

b. That all issues of Torch Bearer be digitised by a competent commercial 
organisation to form a digital archive to be passed to AICO for posting on their 
web-site. 
The motion was carried. 
 

7. Society Web-site 
That the Society web-site be closed and removed from the web, and that the Society take 
any reasonable action and incur any reasonable expense to have closed down any site 
wrongly claiming to be SOC. 
Carried unanimously.] 
 
Signed: Chairman (R J Wilcock)  Secretary (Ms P Burger) 
 

Provisional Final SOC Accounts 

 
Note 1:  Discussion at the dissolution meeting led to the recommendation that distribution 
of surplus cash be made to Stamp Active and the British Paralympic Association 
 
Note 2:  Many of the lots sold in the last auctions were inherited from John Crowther & a 
considerable amount of time and effort has been spent to try to track down vendors. 
Deceased estates are being paid where traced. Sums due to other deceased and 
untraced vendors have been added to the balance to go to charity.  Unsold lots from 
untraced vendors have been donated to Stamp Active 

  

Balance at Dissolution meeting £15,533
Outgoings to 20 May 2019:
Return of subscriptions to members (£5,108)
Distribution of souvenirs & books 
including carriage to Warsaw Fair (£548)
Miscellaneous expenses (£72) (£5,728)

£9,805
Anticipated outgoings:
Digitising Torch Bearer (£800)
Auction payments to vendors (£2,000)
Sundry provision (£105) (£2,905)

£6,900
Paid to Stamp Active (£1,500)

£5,400Balance to be paid to British 
Paralympic Association (est)
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LOUIS BAILLON – FALKLAND ISLANDS ONLY OLYMPIAN 
 
Louis Charles Baillon, 1881-1965, had a very short Olympic career in the 1908 Olympic 
Hockey competition, which as part of the Winter Games saw a total of five matches played over 
three days in the centre of the White City Stadium.   
Baillon played in three of these matches as a back (defender), when on 29th October the United 
Kingdom (English Team) defeated France 10 – 1, and on the following day, United Kingdom 
(English Team) beat United Kingdom (Scottish Team) by 6 goals to 1, setting up a Final on 
October 31st.  Here Ireland lost to England by 8 goals to 1 in front of six thousand spectators. 
Louis Baillon is mentioned in the Official Report of 1908 on page 202 as the provider of “a good 
hit” to Pridmore who scored in the Scotland match.  Also, as part of The United Kingdom Hockey 
team he will have received an Olympic winners medal. 
None of the above information appears in “The Dictionary of Falklands Biography”, as until 
recently it was not known that Baillon is the only person born in the Falkland Islands to have 
competed in any Olympic Games! 
The Father, Louis Augustine Baillon “a colonist”, was born in Nottingham, from a line originating 
in Northern France.  In 1886, he acquired 78,332 acres of land on the West Falkland Island, 
living under an overturned boat whilst building his first residence, a building that still stands and 
is used as a tractor shed. There were 14 children from his marriage and the first seven were 
Falklands born. The family property was sold, and they appear to have moved back to 
Northamptonshire. 
Between 1905 and 1908 Louis Charles appears in photographic postcards of Northamptonshire 
County Hockey Team.  These came in to my possession a few years ago with other items from 
his Olympic appearance. All these items are now on the way to The Museum of The Falkland 
Islands having been purchased by The Falklands Island Government Office. 
The Baillon Collection consists of his Olympic Competitors Pass, the “Winter Games “(WG) 
enamel competitor’s badge, as well as his England Team Parade cap. There are also a number 
of personal papers, relating to hockey matches and to a sprinting match. One of the most 
interesting items is an England Team Hockey Badge as used in competition at the London 
Games. This is a simple embroidered rose, completely different to those three used in individual 
sports such as Athletics, Swimming and Cycling. 
The Falklands Island Museum in 
Stanley (www.falkands-
museum.com) has an amazing 
10,000 visitors per year, and is the 
recipient of a number of 
prestigious tourism awards.  It has 
a gift shop, selling stamps and 
other Falklands Souvenirs, a tea 
room, and a function room for 
weddings. Maybe a Louis Charles 
Baillon stamp is in the making … ! 
Jonathan Rosenthall 
 
 Jonathan (centre) presenting the collection, the Governor 

of the Falklands (holding SOC's 1908 book) to his left. 
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TOKYO 2020 

A miniature sheet of 10 stamps, 4 with Olympic mascot and logo on 
the left, 4 with Paralympic mascot and logo on the right, separated by 
a pair of stamps illustrating stadia was issued on 31 March 2019  
First Day postmarks 31. 3. 12 reflect the Japanese calendar. As well 
as Tokyo they were available from other cities, as illustrated on these 
covers sent by member Masaoki Ichimura:
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Osaka 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kobe      Kyoto 
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SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS SOUVENIRS 

This three-part document constitutes a complete listing of all souvenirs 
and publications issued by the Society of Olympic Collectors since its 
formation in 1983. Some were exclusively SOC productions, including 
mint postcards and SmartStamps. Cancellations were always official 
Royal Mail postmarks (sometimes overseas, as the IOC Centennial 

cancellations from Paris), some sponsored by SOC. 
Quantities issued varied enormously, occasionally as low as 10 copies, 
but mostly at least 50, often several hundreds, in one or two instances, 
thousands. Where smaller quantities were produced it was to cater for 

specific demands, and these generally sold out at the time. Many 
others also sold out quickly after issue. Virtually all unsold stocks were 
distributed to members who requested an allocation when SOC was 

dissolved in 2018, with a residue distributed at the 2019 Olympic 
Collectors Fair in Warsaw. 

SmartStamps 
Royal Mail introduced the facility to generate postage impressions on a 
home computer in 2004, including a facility to generate a customised 
slogan or image. SOC was one of the few organisations to take full 

advantage, and to do so right up until 2014. The facility was withdrawn 
in 2016. SOC's SmartStamps were virtually always mailed through the 
post, and airmail examples were always mailed abroad, to Germany, 

France, USA or China depending on circumstances and postage rates. 
Just occasionally part of a printing may have been kept back in 

reserve. Correctly mailing items meant occasionally they received 
audit marks, occasionally unwanted obliteration with a slogan, and 
once or twice covers or batches of covers went missing in the post. 

When this happened, it was impossible to reprint because the software 
did not allow back-dating. 

Two different computers and printers were used, one ink-jet, and one 
laser. These produced recognisably different impressions. Mostly one 

machine or the other was used for a particular SmartStamp, but 
sometimes one was used to print say 2nd class and the other say 

Airmail. During the 2012 Games some were printed on both machines. 
Some printings were on labels, others directly onto envelopes. 
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Many, but not all, SmartStamps exist with different postage indicia. 2nd 
class was most commonly used, uprated to 1st class with an adhesive 
stamp so as to secure a counter date stamp or special handstamp in 
accordance with Royal Mail regulations. A full range of indicia was 

used for the first few printings, including Special Delivery, and Welsh 
variants. These were very much for record purposes. Most London 
2012 SmartStamps were 2nd Class and/or 1st Class and/or Airmail. 

The total listing includes every single SmartStamp design, and 
includes some but by no means all varieties of date, indicium, printer, 

or label/envelope. Experience has shown that most collectors are 
content with a single example of each design. 

Parts I & II are in this first part of Torch Bearer. Part III listing London 
2012 souvenirs, will be made available via www.wetransfer.com  to 

those with e-mail, and will be available digitally on the AICO web-site 
https://aicolympic.org/ 

----- 
 

Postcard No. 1 
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1986-2001 

Postcard No. 1 1986 Much Wenlock    

 Cancel: The 100th Annual Olympian Games    

Cover No. 1 Olympic Fencing poster 1908: 
 Cancel: 100th Annual Olympian Games 

   

 Cancel: Spring Stampex    

Postcard No. 2 1908-1988: Dorando    

 Cancel: Spring Stampex    

Cancel: National Postal Museum Olympic Exhibition    

Postcard No.3 XCVII Session of IOC, Birmingham       

 Cancel: Birmingham Welcomes IOC     

 Cancel: Opening of XCVII Session    

 Slogan: Welcomes the 97th Session    

Postcard No. 4 Albertville         

Postcard No. 5 IOC Centennial        

 Cancel: First Day of Issue (de Coubertin) (face)    

 Cancel: 103rd Session Paris (face)    

 Cancel: 103rd Session (back)    

 Cancel: Congres du Centenaire (face)    

 Cancel: Philatelic Exhibition (de Coubertin) 
(back) 

   

 Cancel: 1994 Collectors Fair Lausanne (face)    

 Cancel: 100th Olympic Games, Wembley 9.7.96    

 Cancel: Olympic Games Centenary, Speedwell    

Cover No. 2 1994 World Collectors Fair (SOC sticker)    

Postcard No. 6 1948 Torch Relay        

 Cancel: Olympic Games Centenary, Speedwell    

 Cancel: 100th Olympic Games, Wembley 9.7.96    

 Cancel: Olympics & Paralympics, Runwell    

 Cancel: Kodak (with Torch)    

 Cancel: London (with Torch)    

Postcard No. 7 Sydney 2000         

Postcard No 8 Henley:  Mint    

   Henley Rowing cancel (English 
stamp) 

   

   Henley Rowing cancel (rowing 
stamp) 

   

Publications     
Henley Exhibition Programme   
Albertville  A5 booklet Parts 1 - 5    
Barcelona  A5 booklet    
Book & CD-ROM Manchester’s Olympic Bids      
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Cover Number 1, above,  Card Number 2, below: 
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Stampex and National Postal Museum handstamps available on Dorando 
postcard (No. 2) 
 

 
Postcard Number 3 

with Official 
Opening 
handstamp  
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“Birmingham Welcomes the 97th Session” handstamp 
 
Birmingham Welcomes the 97th Session slogan ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard Number 4 showing the logos of the villages and resorts holding events, 
over the Flame of Savoy, which was incorporated in the Games logo: 
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 Postcard 
Number 5, the 
original 
International 
Olympic 
Committee 1894 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The various cancels offered to members 
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7-9 October 1994World Olympic Collectors’ Fair, Lausanne 
 
Cover from the Fair, with SOC vignette & postcard No 5 
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Card 6: 1948 Torch Run: 

 
Card Number 7, with Cathy Freeman, Torch Bearer, and Canberra First Day 
cancel 
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SOC Postcard No 8 - Reproduction of a Henley 1908 postcard: 
 

 
Card and handstamp were to mark the joint SOC/AFCOS meeting at the River and 
Rowing Museum, Henley.  
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SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS SOUVENIRS Part II 

The details of the 2004 souvenirs are from an edited and augmented reprint of an 
article that first appeared in Torch Bearer in 2005. Souvenirs relating to the build-up to 

London 2012 will be included in a separate London 2012 listing (Part III) 
 
SOC had the opportunity to commemorate two significant events in 2004. 

• The Global Torch Relay for the Athens 2004 Olympic Games visited 
London on the 26th. June. 

• S.O.C. celebrated its 20th Anniversary at Much Wenlock during the 
118th Wenlock Olympian Games on the 10-11th July. 

 
London Torch Relay, 26th June 2004 
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The Torch passed the British Olympic Association headquarters in 
Wandsworth, and their meter was made available to SOC members: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Illustration HS1/'P'1 
Detail from plain cover with Frank Bruno / 
Kriss Akabusi 'Smiler' stamp and 
Wimbledon 1908 / Athens 2004 handstamp 
26.06.04 
 

Illustration SS1a 
Detail from plain cover with Global Torch Relay 
SmartStamp uprated to 1st class and Wimbledon 
Park SW19 counter cancel 26.06.04 
Note: Quality of counter handstamp varies 

Illustration SS1b 
Detail from plain cover with Global Torch 
Relay SmartStamp uprated to 1st class and 
Brixton Hill SW2 counter cancel 26.06.04 
Note: Quality of counter handstamp varies 
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Postcard P11 
Athens 2004 Torch Relay London 26 June 2004 

 
This postcard was produced from photographs taken on the day, and 

available for use on 11 July at Much Wenlock 
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Illustration SS1c 
Detail from commercial postcard with Global 
Torch Relay SmartStamp uprated to 1st class 
and Greenwich SE10 counter cancel 26.06.04 
Note: Quality of counter handstamp varies 

Illustration HS2/'P'2 
Detail from Andrew Lindsay postcard with 
Andrew Lindsay 'Smiler' stamp and Buckingham 
Palace SW tourist handstamp 26.06.04 

Illustration SS1d 
Detail from plain cover with Global Torch Relay 
SmartStamp uprated to 1st class and Canary Wharf 
counter cancel 26.06.04 
Note: Quality of counter handstamp varies 

Illustration SS2 
Detail from plain cover with Andrew Lindsay SmartStamp 
uprated to 1st class and Trafalgar Square WC2 counter 
cancel 26.06.04 
Note: Quality of counter handstamp varies 

A very limited number (generally less 
than 5) of items also exist using 
commercial postcards, tourist 

handstamps of Landmarks on the route 
etc… 
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  Illustration PC1 
Andrew Lindsay postcard. 
Photographed at 
SOC/AFCOS meeting, 
Henley. 
 
Andrew Lindsay M.B.E. 
Olympic Gold Medal Winner, 
Rowing Eight, Sydney 2000 
 

Illustration HS3 (above) 
Special handstamp: 
SOC/WOS / 118 Wenlock Olympian Games 
/  
Society of Olympic Collectors 20 

Illustration PC2 
Postcard: Dr. Brookes 
and the Olympics, 
showing the memorial 
tablet to Dr. Brookes 

S.O.C. 20th 
Anniversary 
10-11 July 
2004 
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Illustration PC3 
Postcard: S.O.C. 20th Anniversary - Wenlock Olympian Games.  The 
Sports Field, and inset: Commemorative Town Name Plate; The grave of 
Dr. Brookes. 

Illustration SS3 (shown on cover below) 
'SOC 1984-2004 / William Penny Brookes, SmartStamp 10.07.04 
(Text as Town Sign). 

Cov1 
SOC/WOS, 
cacheted cover 
SmartStamp 
uprated to 1st 
class and Much 
Wenlock 
counter cancel 
10.07.04 
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The SmartStamp Revolution – SOC 2004 Souvenirs 
Bob Wilcock 

 
2004 Issues of Torch Bearer have shown the evolution of SmartStamp use by Society of Olympic 
Collectors, and mentioned the interest not just from SOC members and Olympic collectors, but 
also collectors of British postal history, and those with an interest in postal mechanisation. 
Committee are pleased and proud that SOC were leaders in this innovation, (and bringing 
London 2012 along with us!), and this article summarises the issues of 2004 and sets out SOC 
policy. 
 
Royal Mail introduced the SmartStamp service on 14 January 2004, after a trial from the previous 
autumn with selected business customers.  From that date, anyone with a home computer and 
an internet connection could register to print ‘SmartStamps’ at home or in the office.  In an 
Olympic year, with no British Olympic stamps, Committee saw this as a golden opportunity to 
commemorate British Olympic events, notably the Torch Relay in London, and the London 2012 
Bid, but also SOC’s own 20th Anniversary. 
 
A licence was obtained, and Committee set a clear policy that there would be sufficient numbers 
printed for likely demand, and in particular, no artificial scarcity that would give SOC, and 
SmartStamps, a bad name. A minimum of 50 of each were prepared, up to more than 200.  We 
have to admit though that we were caught off-guard, firstly from the fact that SOC's 
SmartStamps were virtually he only commemorative SmartStamps to appear, with considerable 
interest from postal historians.  This swelled SOC's coffers, but rapidly depleted stocks of some 
items. 
 
Secondly, we did not anticipate a design change in September 2004.  This increased the 
historical value of the SmartStamps issued before that date (and hence the demand).  We also 
realised that no examples existed other than with 2nd Class indicia.  Specimens of all 10 available 

SS1-7 
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Series 1 indicia (2nd, 1st, airmail, surface mail, and special delivery, English and Welsh) were 
prepared for the record. 
In the light of this experience Committee decided that for the Olympic Parade and Medal 
Ceremony SmartStamp of 18 October, examples would be prepared of each of the nine 
available Series 2.0 indicia (there should have been 12, Standard Parcels having been added, 
but 3 would not print because of a software fault).  The vast majority of the covers have the basic 
2nd Class indicator in English, upgraded to 1st Class with a 7p. stamp, and posted at Trafalgar 
Square Post Office where the Parade finished. A reasonable quantity was produced with Welsh 
indicia, recognising that many Olympians and Paralympians are Welsh (including Tanni Grey-
Thompson), but just a couple of the expensive Standard Parcels and Special Delivery.  These 
are primarily reference copies and an ‘insurance’ copy in case of loss or damage.  We have 
suffered very little, so these were sold for Society funds. 
 
We reverted to our basic policy for SmartStamp 7 issued on 15 November to mark the 
submission of the London 2012 Bid Book, modified to add airmail to 2nd Class in response to a 
specific request from an overseas member.  Airmail examples were available for all. 
 
It was anticipated that 2005 issues would be 2nd Class (with stamp to upgrade to 1st Class to 
enable a suitable handstamp to be applied where appropriate, for example at Canary Wharf for 
London 2012) plus airmail (without the supplementary stamp).  The 16 February SmartStamp to 
mark the visit of the IOC 2012 Evaluation Commission to London was also produced with 
reference copies of the Welsh Surface Mail, Standard Parcels, and Special Delivery indicia that 
became available in December 2004.  ‘Insurance’ copies were made. 
 
The actual process was full of interest.  SmartStamps always bear the date of the day following 
printing.  To avoid a rush, some covers were printed just after midnight.  Fascinatingly they 
emerged with the date 30.12.99! 

This error was corrected with the 2.0 software. 
 
SmartStamps do not show a place name – they can be mailed anywhere – and are not intended 
to be postmarked (the postmark would interfere with the security pattern).  To enable a place to 
be indicated, for commemorative purposes an adhesive has been added where practicable, to 
uprate to 1st Class.  In accordance with Post office Regulations this should be cancelled at a 
post office counter.  This mean the Committee members had to be at the appropriate post offices 
for the respective events – quite a logistical challenge!  Sadly, the quality of the handstamps 
does not always match the effort put in. 
 
The quality of the counter handstamps for the Parade issue is excellent, but we secured a bonus 
on covers just put in the mail – a good number of them were cancelled with a cachet in red 
“Royal Mail Hereford and Worcester / Revenue Protection / Sampled / 18 OCT 2004” 
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This is a bonus for SOC thanks to the keen interest of postal historians, but copies were reserved 
for members. 
 
The basic Olympic SmartStamps are illustrated at the start of the article, all 2nd Class indicia.  
For the record we also illustrate all the actual variations: 

 
SS6 Welsh 2nd Class      SS6 English 1st Class 

SS6 English Special Delivery   SS6 Welsh 1st Class 
 

SS6 English Standard Parcels and Airmail 

 SS6 Welsh Airmail     SS6 English Surface Mail 



 

 34 

 
Society of Olympic Collectors – 2004-5 Souvenirs - summary 

Olympic Torch Relay London – 26th June 2004 
  Ref 

No 
SS1  Torch Relay SmartStamp [SmartStamp Series 1 indicia] 

SS1a/b 2nd + 7p - Wimbledon Park or Brixton handstamp (SS fine but handstamp 
indistinct) 

SS1d 2nd + Canary Wharf handstamp 
SS1c 2nd + Greenwich h/s (tourist postcard) 
SS2 2nd + Trafalgar Square handstamp 
 Cover with ‘Smiler’ 
PC1 Postcard – Andrew Lindsay (unused) 

Much Wenlock SOC 20th Anniversary 10-11 July 2004 / William Penny Brookes 
SS3  COV 1 Cacheted cover with SmartStamp SS3  
PC3+SS3 SOC Wenlock postcard with SmartStamp SS3 
PC2+HS3 Penny Brookes p/c with SOC/WOS handstamp 
PC3 SOC Wenlock postcard (unused) 
PC3+HS3 SOC Wenlock p/c with SOC/WOS handstamp 

Olympic Medal Winners Athens 2004 
Gold Medal Handstamp 29 August 2004  
PC4 Handstamp on Torch Relay postcard 
SS5  Olympic Gold Ball 12 October 2004 [SmartStamps -  Series 2 indicia] 
SS5  Cacheted cover COV 318with SmartStamp  
SS6 Olympic and Paralympic Parade and Medal Ceremony 18 October 2004 
SS6a / COV 
4 

Cacheted cover with SmartStamp SS6 (2nd) +7p stamp postmarked 
Trafalgar Square 

SS6b On Gold Medals postcard (2nd + 7p Trafalgar Sq.) 
SS6i English A + RP on Cov 4 
SS6j English SU to USA 

Centenary of the British Olympic Association 2005 
SS12 & M BOA Centenary, SmartStamp (1st) & meter (2 covers) 
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Gold Medal Handstamp 13 & 29 August 2004 
 

A handstamp was introduced to commemorate Britain’s Olympic Gold 
Medals.  It was not sponsored by SOC and was available for 2 dates, 13 
and 29 August 2004.  SOC offered 29 August, on the Torch Relay postcard  
 
 
 
 

 
Non-Olympic SmartStamps sponsored by SOC: 
 
For the record, SOC also facilitated the issue of two non-Olympic Smart-Stamps, for the 900th 
Anniversary of St. Edburg’s Church Bicester, and for the National Philatelic Exhibition at 
Basildon in November (at which Torch Bearer won a Silver Medal)  
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British Olympic Association Centenary 2005 

It is perhaps appropriate that London was awarded the 2012 Games in this BOA’s Centenary 
year.  The actual centenary date was 24 May and two souvenirs were available: 

1. The BOA’s own meter on cover, with the 24 May date (mostly 21p value tablet) 

2. SOC SmartStamp SS12 depicting the Centenary logo in colour on an envelope with the 
same logo.  Though we say it ourselves, it is a most attractive envelope. 

 
 
On Saturday 21 May the largest collection of British Olympians gathered together at the Royal 
Festive Hall to mark the Centenary of the British Olympic Association and to support the London 
2012 Olympic Bid. Every living British Olympian was invited to attend the party and over 500 
Olympians came together.  At the end of the day, the Olympians gathered together for a group 
photo in Jubilee Gardens, in the shape of the number 100. (BOA photo). 
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2006: 50th Anniversary of the 1956 Melbourne Olympics 
SOC produced a SmartStamp (SS15) to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Games of 
the XVI Olympiad, Melbourne 1956, incorporating a modified version of the postmark slogan 
used in 1956. 
The SmartStamp was only produced with a post-by date of 22 November 2006, the exact 
anniversary of the Opening Ceremony. 
The majority of covers have a SmartStamp label, and were airmailed to Australia, but a small 
number with 2nd Class indicium, printed on cover and uprated, were mailed at Melbourne, 
Derbyshire: 
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2008 Centenary of the 1908 London Olympic Games  
The centenary of the 1908 London Olympics was a major event for Society of Olympic 
Collectors. The Chairman, Bob Farley, and 1908 expert Bob Wilcock were invited to participate 
in a centenary exhibition at Carpi, near Bologna, coinciding with the release of the Italian stamp 
to mark the centenary. A SmartStamp was produced to mark the event (SS 2008-1: most copies 
mailed to Italy), and SOC also made available to members copies of the various Italian cancels, 
on postcards produced by SOC or UICOS, the Italian Society for Olympic and Sports Collectors. 
These are illustrated in the overview chart following, but only the SOC publications are listed 
and described in detail. 
In April SOC was given a stand at the London Marathon exhibition. Postcards were produced 
for this, and given away, including a card advertising the Society’s first major publication, “The 
1908 Olympic Games, Great Stadium and Marathon – a Pictorial Record”, by Bob Wilcock. The 
front cover of this depicts the original 1908 Olympic poster, brought to public attention thanks to 
one of the Society’s members. Prior to this, organisations from the IOC downwards used the 
official programme cover to represent the poster, and at the time of writing (2018) the IOC still 
does. 
A SmartStamp was also produced 
for the Marathon Exhibition (SS 
2008-3) 
24 July was the date of the original 
marathon race. SOC produced 2 
SmartStamps on that date, one 
depicting the departure of the 

runners from Windsor Castle, and the other 
Dorando Pietri and Johnny Hayes 
respectively at the finish line. These were 
primarily available on SOC postcards. SOC 
also sourced for members two postcards 
published in Ireland depicting statues to 
Johnny Hayes and Irish-American medallists.  
Royal Mail produced a coin cover with a 
special cancel, together with a sheet of 
“Smilers”, 10 Union Flag stamps with labels 
depicting Pierre de Coubertin and scenes and 
medallists from the 1908 Games, on an A4 
sheet with a colour image of the planned 
Olympic stadium at the foot. There were also 
3 handstamps sponsored by dealers, and 
shown on the overview chart. SOC gave 
members the opportunity to obtain 
handstamped covers.  



 

 39 
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2008 Beijing Olympic Games  
SOC produced a 
SmartStamp for the 
Torch Relay in April. 
The Torch was in 
London for one day, 
Sunday 6 April. 
Because it was a 
Sunday Royal Mail 
software meant the 
SmartStamp use-by 
date was Monday 
7 April (SmartStamps 
were never dated 
Sunday because by 
then there were no post 
offices open on a 
Sunday). 
There was also a Royal 
Mail handstamp for the 
Torch Relay. 
 
A miniature sheet was issued for the handover of the Torch from Beijing to London. There were 
various special handstamps. Given the overlap with 2012 SOC souvenirs are included in the 
listing for 2012. 

 
 
  

In October SOC produced a 
SmartStamp to mark the 

London parade of the Olympic 
and Paralympic Heroes, the 
medal winners. Some covers 

were sent to Beijing and 
returned; the majority were 2nd 

Class uprated, all mailed at 
Trafalgar Square post office, 

next to where the parade 
terminated. 
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4 June 2019 in Geneva 
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https://aicolympic.org  


