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FRONT PAGE

I'll open with some notices:

You will see within this issue that we are seeking a new manager for the circulating packet.
We are also seeking an email based solution to avoid the current postage costs in passing
on the packet, but to retain the 'exclusivity of viewing' in the sequence of the circulating list.
Any solution will still retain the option of hard copies for members who do not have email
access.

Brian has now served as Packet Manager for a number of years, and | am sure that many
of you will join me in thanking him for his valuable work. | hope that some will also feel as
guilty as me in needing the reminders from Brian to supply material - hopefully a situation
that can be remedied with his successor.

Chris is trying to utilise as much space on the auction list to illustrate a proportion of lots.
His initial efforts have certainly been successful in compiling an interesting list.

Postage costs place a limit on the number of pages that can be dedicated to the auction
list, and to accommodate the illustration of lots, the Sales Achieved (and therefore the list of
lots available at reserve), will be posted on the society website after the close of each
auction. It will not be printed on subsequent auction lists.

A small party of S.0.C. members attended Lausanne in May for the formation assembly of
A.I.C.O. and the Collectors' Fair. A report by Bob Wilcock appears in this issue. We wish
A.1.C.O. well, and look forward to news of their progress and activities.

Are there other members out there who are attempting to collect material from Sochi? It
seems strange that the amount of material currently being offered on the internet appears
to consist mainly of 'souvenir' or mint philatelic material as available from the Russian post
office. Postal material from the period of the Olympic Games seems to be non-existent.
Given the queues in post offices at the time, this seems strange.

The Second Summer Youth Olympic Games have been celebrated, and an amount of
material is in circulation, a proportion of which is reported in this issue. Initial indications are
that the postal arrangements were geared towards souvenir production rather than
provision of postal services e.g. availability of postmarks at a central location rather than at
venues, or even within the area of the venues. We were fortunate in having a number of
members in attendance, so hopefully more detail can be added.

2014 is significant as the 20th Anniversary of the Lillehammer '94, and 50th Anniversary of
the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games. Both of these celebrations are featured in this issue. It is
intended to continue the review of 1964 Tokyo in following issues as the 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Games are approaching.

Does anyone have news of activity in Brazil as Rio rapidly approaches?
It dawned on me when preparing the 1964 Tokyo articles, that the time line between 1936

Berlin and my initial interest in Olympic collecting, is now significantly shorter that the
timescale between Calgary 1988 (my first attendance) and today!
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Name puzzle

Member Jean-Pierre Caravan is hoping that someone may be able to help in identifying the
person to whom this dedication was made, and writes:-

"l have a dedication that | was wondering about.

It was in a Leni Reifenstahl Schonheit im Olympischen Kampf book that was purchased a
good number of years ago in the UK.

As it is addressed to a Mister | am assuming it is man from the UK (lesser chance
American/Canadian).

The Leni autograph looks to be older rather than closer to her death.

| tried to id the last name.

Possibly a first letter P. then an A or an O. the last two are likely ER.

The third and fourth | am thinking are FF or BB. PP?

The only thing close | could find was a british producer named Robert Popper but he seems
to be more ‘current’ in age.

Do any of the combination Pobber, Poffer, Popper ring a bell with you or possibly had a
connect to UK Olympics or London '48.

I usually am pretty good at researching people but this is a real puzzle for me. Perhaps he is
just a regular person that had the book signed."

Lys Robod Toffen
{21 @MW

Robd o#fer

Please pass on any thoughts or potential solutions, or identities to Bob Farley -
rfarleysoc@aol.com
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GB Snippets
Bob Wilcock

This is not an Olympic year, but with the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and the Tour
de France starting in Yorkshire there are postal items that may interest some members,
and another Olympic medallist commemorated.
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Sir Bradley Wiggins, the first British winner and London 2012 Gold Medallist was of course
controversially dropped by Team Sky this year. Those first two days had plenty of drama,
and Royal Mail had a surprise in store: without any prior notice they introduced an ink-jet
slogan to be used in all mail centres for one day only, to be applied to mail to be delivered
on the first day, Saturday 5 July. Mail centres use two types of machine, so the slogan
comes in two basic formats, but depending on the mail centre the “Delivered by Royal Mail”
segment may or may not have been used, and the left to right order of the segments may
vary. Only a couple of examples have been seen, so precise variations are not known.
What is clear is that the lack of notice and the single day of use meant it was impossible for
collectors to prepare covers, so any examples will be scarce and desirable: the top one
illustrated sold for over £14 on eBay!
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Abram Games - designer of 1948 Olympic 3¢ stamp

On 25 March a series of “Remarkable lives” stamps was
issued, one of which depicted Abram Games designer of
the 1948 Olympic 3° stamp, though better known as
designer of the 1951 Festival of Britain stamps.. There was
no Olympic-related first day postmark.

Then in july, courtesy of Design Week and Norphil
(www.norphil.co.uk) there was notice of the use of a slogan
commemorating Abram Games,

This was in use nationwide for 4 days from 28 July on mail to be delivered 29 July to 2
August. The illustrations show the two styles seen:

Joe Mercer

Joe Mercer, soccer player
and manager, who also
featured on a “Remarkable
Lives” stamp issued on 25
March. There was a first |
day postmark, and in august,
once more without notice, a

slogan postmark: 3
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Commonwealth Games, Glasgow

For the record, the stamps, booklet, first day postmarks, slogan postmark, and cachet
used at the mobile P.O. in the athletes village.

The stamps depict:

2nd, Class - Judo,

1st Class - Swimming,
97p - Marathon,
£1.28 - Squash

£1.47 - Netball,

£2.15 - Para-Sport
Track cycling.
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Note that the slogan from Glasgow
itself is different from that seen from
other mail centres. The
Commonwealth Games Village cachet
was applied at the mobile post office
in the village.
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Christine Ohoruogu - Olympic Gold and Silver

The last of the Commonwealth Games first
day cancels commemorated the
achievements of Christine Ohoruogu MBE.
She was Commonwealth champion in the
400m in Melbourne in 2006, World
Champion in Osaka in 2007, before taking
Gold at the Beijing Olympics. In London in
2012 it was Silver, but in Moscow in 2013
she was back to her winning ways, with Gold
in the World Championships. In the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this year
she helped the English team secure Bronze
in the Women'’s 4 x 400m relay.
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Lausanne 2014: Formation of AICO & Collectors’ Fair

Bob Wilcock

21 May 2014 was an important day for Olympic collecting: it marked the formation of the
International Olympic Collectors Association, to be known by its French acronym
“AlICO”. SOC was one of 19 clubs and societies from 17 countries (though, disappointingly,
none from Asia or Australasia) represented at the inaugural meeting at the Olympic
Museum. Bob Wilcock was the official representative, supported by Bob Farley who had
been on the working party whose reports led to the formation of AICO, and Stathis
Douramakos, SOC'’s candidate for election to the Executive Council of AICO.

Bob Farley signing the formal document on behalf of SOC,
(David Maiden in the foreground).

There were 10 candidates for the 5 posts available on the Executive Committee. Roman
Babut of Poland was selected by the successful candidates for the role of President.
Christophe Ait-Braham of AFCOS (France) is Secretary, and other committee members are
Mark Maestrone of SPI (USA), Gianni Galeotti of UICOS (ltaly) and Branislav Delej of
Slovakia. AICO’s role is to promote the quality of Olympic philately, numismatic and
memorabilia collecting linked to historical and cultural aspects of the Olympic Movement.
AICO replaces FIPO, FIMO (memorabilia) and FINO (numismatics). These bodies were sub-
groups within the IOC’s Collectors Commission, but AICO is an independent body seeking
recognition by the IOC. The I0C funded its formation, but regular funding will be by way of
levy on the member societies, varying according to membership numbers. The |I0C will
consider requests for support and funding for specific projects in the future, potential
examples being future editions of Olympex during the Olympic Games. No doubt an event in
Rio will be one of the first things the new AICO Executive Committee will be considering.
One implication of the change is that AICO and constituent societies will not be able to
include the Olympic Rings in their logos (this is consistent with a wider change of policy by
the 10C over the use of the rings).
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The participants of the AICO Assembly on the steps of the Olympic Museum
© IOC/Arnaud Meylan

The Olympic Museum

The inaugural meeting of AICO took place in the newly renovated and expanded Olympic
Museum. Although the main entrance still faces the lake, the most accessible entrance,
where the shop and ticket office are, in on the top floor, at the rear, a short bus ride from
the city centre or a 5-minute walk from Metro Délices.

The permanent exhibition space has been almost doubled in size, but ironically, the
number of physical exhibits seems to have been reduced, to be replaced by a plethora of
multimedia displays, video screens etc. This has the advantage that the general visitor can
tour the museum in a couple of hours, but those more interested can stop almost anywhere
and find more detailed electronic images and information. The three floors cover three
themes, the Olympic Movement, the Olympic World, and the Olympic Spirit, and those who
visited the Olympic Journey exhibition at the Royal opera house in London in 2012 will
recognise the Museum displays as a very much expanded version of that exhibition.

The interactive displays are great fun, with youngsters in particular testing
their skills. The physical displays take the visitor from Ancient Greece to
London 2012, passing through Much Wenlock on the way, and recognising
the growing place of Paralympic sport.

The tangible displays include medals and Torches. The Torches generated
some discussion, the London 1948 Torch in particular. It is not the standard
torch with which we are all familiar, there was no specific caption, but
reference to the Official Report confirmed it was the unique Torch used to
light the flame of the cauldron in the stadium.

The Museum’s 1948 Torch
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