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FRONT PAGE
2013 is proving to be a troublesome year for the society, as a number of your
committee members are suffering to varying degrees with health issues which
realistically reflects the fact that we are all growing older.
You will see from the obituaries from page 94, we have lost four members this year
including our treasurer.
These losses are significant in that a lot of knowledge has been lost, and the society
has lost a very active committee member.
We must find a new treasurer, because the workload is now being shared by a very
small group whose time cannot be spread more thinly.
In the interim, Bob Wilcock will be bringing our accounts up to date, in readiness to
hand over to a new treasurer with a 'clean slate'.
There have been delays in payments to packet vendors during the period of David's
illness, and these will be addressed as a matter of urgency now that we appear to
have the appropriate paperwork. If you are owed a payment from packet sales, please
accept our apologies, this was a totally unforeseen event and unexpected outcome of
David's illness.
John Crowther, our Auction Manager, who is known to many of you is also recovering
from surgery at the moment, I am sure that we all wish him well, and trust that this will
alleviate some of the problems that he has been experiencing for over five years.
As a result, of John's unexpected hospitalisation, it has not been possible to prepare
an auction for distribution with this issue.
Many of you will also know both Bob Wilcock and Kenny Cook. Bob suffered some
loss of sight during the Paralympic Games, and there is some permanent loss, but this
is not preventing him remaining active, but has prevented him from driving. Kenny
attended for minor surgery earlier in the year that has turned out to be far more
extensive than anticipated, and has resulted in obstruction to his sight, although this
should not be permanent.
I'm sorry to have to bring you this message of the woes of your committee, but I trust
that you will understand that the need for some new blood, and planning for
succession has never been more important.
The individual roles on the committee are neither onerous or time consuming (until
there is a need to take on multiple roles), so please if you can spare a few hours per
month, make yourself known to any of the committee. Finding a candidate for the role
of treasurer is obviously a priority, but we will try to find you a role that benefits us all.
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London 2012 - Japanese commemorative pack

London 2012 Olympic Games
1P13011V)>L7',11111
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A pack that appears to
be either produced for
or in collaboration with
the NOC of Japan
includes a sheet with
personalised stamps
Japanese
showing
The
Olympians.
stamps are printed on
thin card and are
imperforate, but are
understood to be valid.

sr

The pack contains six
postcards that show
multiple action views of
the athletes.
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Initial attempts to identify the athletes depicted have only been 50% successful assistance is requested in identifying the remainder..

U

Hiroaki
Hiraoka
Judo Silver ?

Saori
Yoshida
Wrestling Gold

Ryosuke
RyIrie
Swimming Silver

Kohei
Uchimura
Gymnastics Gold
Yuki Ota
Fencing Gold

The six postcards from the
pack including one back on
next page.

a a ats■sa
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London 2012
Olympic Gamot

London 2012
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Sports Museum of Finland
Bob Farley
In May, I was fortunate in being
invited to attend the Finnish
Sports Museum for a meeting.
A visit to Helsinki to visit the
Olympic stadium with the iconic
tower has been on my 'to do'
list for many years.
The museum is situated within
the sports complex that
includes the stadium, so a
check mark on the list.

Suomen Urheilumuseo
'Auseum of Finland

The stadium is due for a major
renovation before 2020, so
those wishing to visit need to
act swiftly.
Unlike the redevelopment of
Wembley, the tower will survive
the renovation.

Despite the weather on arrival, the tower is an impressive landmark, and it was a real
treat to see the complex being used for a youth event with many schools participating.
Any sports venue needs crowds and athletes to bring it to life - the brilliant sunshine
that day also added to the atmosphere.
The museum has a relatively small floor space, but the arrangement of displays
certainly manages to optimise the space available with unique and important cultural
items that tell the story of Finnish participation across the whole spectrum of sporting
endevour.
If the days of my visit were in any way typical, it enjoys a steady flow of visitors of all
ages and appears to be an integrated part of the city attractions.
For collectors, there is an added attraction in the small but well stocked gift shop. The
first surprise was the display of philatelic items for sale. Most modern Finnish stamp
issues with a sporting theme were available on cover at the equivalent of new issue
prices. The bonus item being a personalised stamp to celebrate the 75th Anniversary
of the museum. Initially offered as single copies to mail cards, the extremely helpful
staff undertook a search for a full sheet when requested.
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SUOMI FINLAND

A corner block of four of the ist class personalised stamp. Sheets contained 20 die-cut
stamps with wide gutters to allow separation.
Foolishly, I did not think to mail any cards with the personalised stamps (although it
had ocurred to me that I would not have the required additional values to create the
international rate.
For postcard collectors, the gift shop offers a wide selection of views of the stadium
and the tower generally priced at 50c. per card.
The suprise was that a number of cards reproducing photographic views of sporting
events in the 1920's and Finnish athletes from this golden period for their distance
runners were available at 10c. each. (A copy of the Coca-Cola stand card from
Helsinki 1952 had sold on an internet auction site for $12 a week earlier!).
I lefy the gift shop pleased with the selection of stock, pleased with my purchases and
impressed with the service provided by the staff.
The museum should certainly be on any 'must visit' list if you are in Helsinki. It would
also be worth contacting them to see if they will supply stamps and postcards by mail.
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A selection of stadium and tower views on postcards:
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A selection of the reproduction postcards:
Paavo Nurmi
Ville Ritola
Olympic Games
Paris 1924.
Argentinian weightlifters at
Coca-Cola stand in the
Olympic Games, Helsinki
1952

Paavo Nurmi in
1920's.

Hannes Kolehmainen
in 1920's.
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1948 Wembley Olympic Cancels
Bob Wilcock
The Wembley Postmaster's record (on display at Olympex 2012 and illustrated in The
London 1948 Olympic Games - a Collectors' Guide) indicates that there was one
machine cancel die, plus one extra, which was held at Harrow, three steel cancels and
one rubber.

Proof strikes of each of the cancels are impressed on the back of the record.
Researches for my book showed that this is not the whole story. This article sets out to
amplify and clarify some of the information in my book, but also raises queries that
readers may be able to answer from covers in their collections.
The Machine cancels

UCI
The two dies that were used are very similar. (There was a third die held at London
E.C. District Office, but it was never needed to be used, probably because the volume
of mail was very much less than anticipated). We are fortunate that the postmaster took
the proof impressions on the record; enlargement of these impressions enables the
small differences to be seen, as shown on the next page.
The only day this is an issue is the first day, 29 July. This is the only day that mail was
sent to Harrow, according to the postmaster's record, although in the book I illustrate a
clear example dated 4 August. 4 August was one of the busier days, and it is possible a
batch was sent on to Harrow and not recorded.
58

k3r.

C31 1‘11 /P-5.
cv 81/445;i

1

29 L F2
17.
943c

29 JO' a)
B

Y/

Die 1 (Wembley)

Die 2 (Harrow)

0::: 8 4sk ri .6".1
;:;;- _29 IP 2
19 4 3 .-7
..-)
\

,1")
(
1 ..8 15 A ki`.
1-9 iLY c°
>31 1948 ''•
0
Y

''
Die 2 is a fraction of a millimetre smaller than Die 1, though the difference is almost
impossible to see on cover. The three key differences are:
'M' of GAMES
'M' of OLYMPIC
'R'

(29 July) 8L5
1 (o'clock)

8 (o'clock)

Die 1
Leans to left
Level with foot of 2'
has a rounded curve
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM

Collection and Cancellation times.
The postmaster's record shows five
collections from the six pillar boxes
mail from which would receive the
Olympic machine cancel, the
canceller time being set at the later
times, 8AM, 1PM, 3PM, 615 pM
and 8PM
On 2 August a canceller time of
5PM is known (Die 1, Wembley).

Die 2
More upright
Bisects '2'; Y is level with foot of '2'
has a flatter, narrower curve
API
PM
PM
PM
PM
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One intriguing cover bears the 845AM slogan on the first day:
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It is fascinating for two reasons. Firstly, the Olympic stamps were not on sale at the
Olympic post office in Wembley until 9 am. They were available from midnight at
London Chief Office, and from 8 am at the three Olympic Village sites. Further research
is needed to try to establish if the main Wembley post office was open before 9 am, but
even if it was, it would have been very lucky to get the envelope in a special posting
box before the first collection.
The second intriguing feature is that the postmark is Die 2, which was allocated to
Harrow. The die had clearly been at Wembley when the postmaster took his proof
Was it still in the machine and perhaps used for the few covers which will have been
mailed in an Olympic box for the first collection, and perhaps sent over to Harrow with
the first batch of 'overflow' covers or bulk Olympic mailings? We can only speculate,
and it will be interesting to see any other 845AM covers readers may have.
Steel skeleton cancellers
The Postmaster's record specifically mentions "3 steel" cancellers, known as skeletons
because they consist of a frame into which letters can be inserted to make up the
desired name, date and time. In my book I identify five different skeletons, not 3, the
additional two apparently being at Harrow. Further researches, looking at yet more
examples, shows that things are a little more complicated.
It is useful to consider how skeleton cancellers are put together. Letters to make
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up the place name are packed into a tray around the rim, with
blank spacers being put between the words, in sufficient
number that the letters are tight and will not fall out. There are
straight slots in the central area for date and time trays. The
Wembley skeletons appear to have had five slots. If we
number these vertically, we can describe the five Wembley

a4.5.1M
4 29 JY 48 1

/j•)1_

Sk1

Row 1
Row 2
Row 3
Row 4
Row 5

Sk2 1 Sk3 H1 H2
Time
Time
Time Time Time
Date
Date
Date
Date Date

23 IY 42
;
/0 60
Although I refer to five cancellers, it may be more accurate to
refer to five layouts: when date and time are changed, it is not
inevitable that they are put back into the same slots. They also
seem not to be fixed in relation to the lettering ring: the word
'WEMBLEY' in particular does seem to move on examples in
practice, and it could be that if the lettering was a little slack,
more spacers were inserted.
The next table shows usage
seen on 29 July:

Sk2?/H2 with dater Die 1

H2 with dater Die 2

With Die 1
Ski

Sk3

Thus there appear to be
five distinct skeletons in
use at 3! PM.
\ -'
That there are two different skeletons
with the time at position 2 and the date
apparent from the different alignments of 'BL' in WEMBLEY. The alignment of neither
dater corresponds exactly to the 'missing' Sk2, but it is close, and close to
example in SK2 arrangement dated
,
Sk2
30 July and 4 August. It remains
clear that there were 5 skeletons. It
seems unlikely that there were
more, but if anyone has an example
that does not seem to fit any
identified skeleton do please send
in a scan!
/JL.A.. ■••••
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Other skeletons at 3 45 PM; the lines running across make the differences very clear:
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Ski (with Die 1)

H1 (with Die 2)

On subsequent dates skeletons H1 and H2 will not be found, since no mail was
reported as diverted to Harrow. The skeletons from Wembley itself are less common
than might be expected, because from about 6:15 pm on 29 July the WEMBLEY
MIDDX (or, rarely, MIDDLESEX) double-ring cancellers tend to be found more,
cancelling stamps that have missed the machine strike. Members may have a later
date, but the last date seen when a skeleton was used is 6 August (Sk2/H2, with the
revised time/date alignment). Does anyone have a later example?
Rubber canceller
These cancellers were intended for packets, so would not be expected to be found on
covers. One has been found on a first day cover, but interestingly, it is not the canceller
on the postmaster's record:
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46

‘\4?ZoLisc,:*
4.44.61L2)
.1

There is a lot more information on all the 1948 Olympic cancels in my book. It has not
been easy research, but hopefully this article has shown that it is not too difficult to
identify the two dies and the five skeletons. The challenge is to find good clear
impressions, but that's what makes collecting fun!
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Inside the Olympic post office
A larger copy of the photograph of the inside of the Olympic Post Office has come to
light in "XIV Olympiad. An Illustrated Record" by Desmond Laing (see pp 39 & 41 of the
Collectors' Guide).
A RE SORRY

THAT THE

OLYMPIC POSTmARK
own", pm. 1,1 it %Nu ittuniiii, mints
fOR INE 41Cliti StAWN,

tot MN

11 711.
•

-

Most of the text is now clear, and the sign will have read something like:
(WE) ARE SORRY THAT THE

(SPECIAL) OLYMPIC POSTMARK
(CANNOT BE PUT ON) PARCELS PACKETS AND REGISTERED LETTERS
(ONLY LETTERS ARE) SUITABLE FOR THE SPECIAL STAMPING MACHINE

SPECIAL OFFER
The London 1948 Olympic Games—a Collectors' Guide
Now only f10 + p&p £2.50 UK, £6.50 Europe, £10 world
Order from Bob Wilcock:
marathon(&,societvofolympiccollectors.orq
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Royal Mail Training Covers
Bob Farley
In about June 2012, an intriguing pair of covers (offered as individual lots) was listed on
an internet auction site - crucially, there was no mention of an Olympic connection, and
they were discovered by a chance search.
Cover No. 1

EDINBURGH POSTAL TRAINING SCHOOL
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The cover has two interesting markings:

MOURN POSTAL pAINING SCHOOL
Also of interest are the dates used in the
cancellers:
27 JUL 2012 and 12 AUG 2012 the dates
of the 2012 Olympic Games Opening and
Closing Ceremonies.
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0)1
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The second cover is very similar, with the same markings '
Cover No. 2

EDINBURGH POSTAL TRAININ6 SCHOOL

The only significant difference being the use of the overprinted BAHRAIN 1948 Olympic
Games stamps.
Checking with forums, there is a suggestion that the cancellors may be in private
hands. If this is the case, the covers are novelties at best, if not some interesting
questions are raised:
a) Why was the Training School using the dates of the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies on practice cancellations - was the training task to set the correct
instructed dates and produce clear strikes? (This view would be supported by the fact
that the date has been changed between cancellations on the same cover).
b) Why is there an apparent stock of the 1948 Olympic Games stamps available for
training purposes? Production and sales figures for the 1948 issue are a matter of
public record. The common assumption being that unsold stocks were destroyed
appears to be incorrect.
c) Is it possible that a quantity of the scarce HLP blocks of the 6d. value are held in
stocks made available to the Training School?
Answers on an Olympic related cover please!
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The Olympic Stadium London
An interesting stamp issue from the Netherlands commemorates the 125th
Anniversary of Arcadis and KNHM.
ARCADIS is an international company providing consultancy, design, engineering and
management services in infrastructure, water, environment and buildings. We enhance
mobility, sustainability and quality of life by creating balance in the built and natural
environment. ARCADIS develops, designs, implements, maintains and operates
projects for companies and governments.
This stamp offers an opportunity to 'illustrate' the sustainable nature of the London 2012
Olympic facilities, and also to illustrate the interior of the Olympic Stadium. Note that the
lit cauldron is also shown in the foreground suggesting that the view was taken during
the Olympic Games.

Het Olymdisch Stadion in 2
londen met 80.000 zit- I
plaatsen. Trots middelpunt van de Olympische ea
en Raralympische Spelen V1
2012. Een gebouw met „x.
75% minder steal dan het (et1
i
Olympisch Stadion I 11 <
Beijing er met tal van an
dere duurzame toepassingen. Door ARCADIS als
kostenmanager op hid en `;.2
binnen budget opgelsverid

Het Olympisch Stadion in
Londen met 80.000 zit-

Translation of the text:

plaatsen. Trots middel-

The Olympic Stadium in London with
80,000 seats. Proud centrepiece of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games 2012. A
building with 75% less steel than the
Olympic Stadium in Beijing and many
other sustainable values. ARCADIS
acted as cost manager on time and
within budget.

punt van de Olympische
en Paralympische Spelen
2012. Een gebouw met
75% minder staat dan het
Olympisch Stadion in
Beijing en met tat van andere duurzame toepassingen. Door ARCADIS als
kostenmanager op tijd en
binnen budget opgelsverd.
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The impact of Licensing?
A common complaint voiced by many collectors and members of the public who visited
the cabin at Olympex 2012, was the lack of postcards with images of specific
significance to the 2012 London Olympic Games.
The reproduction of posters from former Olympic Games did include the design for
London 1948, and the official postcards did use the mascots and pictograms in
designs, however, there were no official postcards showing either venues or athletes.
Licensing within the geographical area represented by the British Olympic Association
was controlled by LOCOG. All of the recognised postcard publishers in the UK declined
the opportunity to enter into a licensing agreement with LOCOG. Pyramid became the
official licensee at a very late stage in proceedings. Missing numbers in the sequence
of reference numbers used on postcards produced suggest that there may have been
plans for designs that were not approved.
It has been many years since postcards of the Opening Ceremony have failed to
appear as official cards, and the fact that no views of venues appeared as part of the
official series is possibly a 'first' since licensing became the norm.

The economic advantages that are assumed when evaluating the potential benefits to
be derived from a successful candidacy to host the Olympic Games seem to overlook
the restrictions to normal trade that may (or will) be imposed.
The market for postcards may not be high on the economic agenda, but those
employed in the industry would have a different view.
The scenario with postcards clearly demonstrates the disadvantage of being the host
country for an Olympic Games.
In non-host countries, the National Olympic Committees (NOC) play a major part in
approving the production of Games time products, and often view this as an opportunity
to promote as well as a potential opportunity for raising funds.
In the host country, the N.O.C. passes control of licensing to the Organising Committee
(OC), which generally only considers potential income.
I remember the comment from a Coca-Cola official at the 2006 Olympic Winter Games
when I drew his attention to Coca-Cola posters being reproduced on unofficial
postcards - "They are approved designs, promoting Coca-Cola alongside the Olympic
Movement. If we sought approval to produce these designs as postcards, the Games
would be over before we had an agreement.. Good luck to whoever has seen the
opportunity."
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A selection of postcards from France clearly illustrate the different approach of a nonhost NOC.

One design from a series of 'Esprit Bleu' cards from the French NOC.
LILLE METROPOLE PEPINIE RE DE CHAMPIONS

LILLE MSTROPOLE PE PIN I ENE OE CHAMPIONS

Magian Budd
Athlete LeleMetropoie.
Lanceur de polds

Metropole,
ee
Lillmier
supporter du

esl
nos athletesolymptamo
111 -*

ta tropole,
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nremier suorter de
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i,s
..imommasmmiets

Two designs from Lille Metropole from a series of aspiring Olympic athletes.
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Thank you to the athletes from the French Federation for Canoe and Kayak.
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EQUIPE DE FRANCE FEMININE

MEDAILLE D'ARGENT OLYMPIQUE
LONDRES >11 AOLTT 2012

FFBB

Celebration card from the French Federation for Basketball.
This postcard celebrates the silver medal won by the French Women's' team.
The complete series of postcards includes a card for each of the team members.
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Two designs promoting regional aspiring Olympic athletes.
Germany also illustrates the more collaborative approach of a non-host NOC.

The German Team at the Opening Ceremony
70

LONDON
SUMMER 2012

One of a series of postcards from the outfitters who supplied the German Team
outfits.

7

11111, V
OLYMPIA 2012 LONDON

Ole Bischof -81 kg
Silber

Kerstin Thiele -70 kg
Silber

Dimitri Peters -100 kg
Bronze

Andreas Mier +100
Bronze

One of a series of A5 format postcards from the German Judo Federation.
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Juan Antonio Samaranch Memorial Museum - Tianjin
The opening of the museum was announced with the following press release:
Juan Antonio Samaranch Memorial Museum opens in Tianjin
22 April 2013 - On April 21, the grand opening ceremony of the Juan Antonio
Samaranch Memorial Museum took place in north China's Tianjin in the presence of
IOC President Jacques Rogge, OCA President HE Sheikh Ahmad AL Fahad Sabah,
China's Sports Minister and COC President Liu Peng, Mayor of Tianjin Huang Xingguo
and hundreds of other distinguished guests from in and outside China.
The museum dedicated to former IOC President (1980-2001) has been planned and
prepared by Ching-Kuo Wu, IOC Executive Member and President of the International
Boxing Association (AIBA).
The museum, covering an area of 30,000 square meters with five circular courtyards
symbolizing the five Olympic rings, has joined the Olympic Museum Network as a
member of the International Olympic Museum Union.
With the concept of the five Olympic rings, the museum was designed to highlight a
two-ring, 8-like building surrounded by three sunken ringed buildings. The front ring of
the main building is slightly lifted to invite the visitors in through a public courtyard and
into an exhibition area dedicated to the legacy of the Olympic Movement and the
impact it has had on China and the world. The second ring focuses on the life and work
of Juan Antonio Samaranch, who was a strong supporter of the Beijing Olympics.
Together the two rings create a continuous loop taking the visitors through both the
exhibition and memorial areas.
"Juan Antonio Samaranch is a good friend of Chinese people," said Liu Peng at the
opening ceremony. "He energetically supported the Chinese sports cause and had
made great contributions to the development of the Olympic Movement in China. All the
Chinese people thank him whole-heartedly and will remember him forever."
IOC President Jacques Rogge made the following opening remarks:
"It is with profound emotion that we are inaugurating today this Memorial which bears
the name of the man who was both a President and a friend. Today especially, as it is
three years to the day that we lost Juan Antonio Samaranch. I would like to thank all
those without whom this Memorial would not have existed.
"First of all, my colleague, Ching-kuo Wu, the instigator of this project. After his first
Olympic museum in Xiamen and the Tianjin Dagon Olympic Museum, Ching-Kuo Wu is
once again demonstrating his architectural flair and his commitment to the Olympic
Movement. My thanks go also to the city of Tianjin and the local authorities for their
support in making this Memorial reality.
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"Dear Friends, we all know what we owe to Juan Antonio Samaranch. If our Movement
is today strong and united, it is thanks to his visionary qualities and extraordinary talent.
His knowledge of the world of sport and his deep attachment to the Olympic Movement
and values were unquestionable.
"Juan Antonio Samaranch left us a great legacy that we must conserve and perpetuate.
And this Memorial is the greatest homage that we can pay to him.
"Through the more than 16,000 items from his personal collection on display, people
will learn about and discover the long-lasting contribution and significant achievements
of Juan Antonio Samaranch, thus sharing his passion for and devotion to sport and
Olympism.

"May this Memorial be a special testimony to Juan Antonio Samaranch and keep the
former IOC President alive in the hearts of the people." (By Xiuping ZHANG)

Ganxian Tang provided the illustrated postal
stationery cards that were available at the time of
the official opening of the Juan Antonio Samaranch
Memorial Museum., together with the illustrated
and text versions of the cancellations in use.
Above: Artists impression of the Museum.
Right: Samaranch Memorial Museum text
datestamp.
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Samaranch Memorial Museum
illustrated datestamp.
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MEMO
CHINA POST

There are 10 postal stationery cards in the set.
Cards are numbered on the face side 13-120223-11-0001-001 through to 010.
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The backs of all the postcards have a common text in Chinese and English:
Samaranch Memorial, the only non-profit organization approved by International
Committee, Chinese Olympic Committee and Samaranch Family, one of the 20
members of the International Museum Network.
The memorial was planned, designed and founded by Dr. Ching-Kuo Wu, the
executive board member of the International Olympic Committee and the
President of International Boxing Association, Dr. Ching-Kuo Wu is also a worldrenowned architecture expert and the curator of our memorial. The memorial has
collected Mr. Samaranch's personal collections, which provide a good chance for
the public to experience and know more about the Olympic history and its splendid
achievements. We aim to commemorate Mr. Juan Antonio Samaranch, promote
Olympic culture and spirit and spread the concept of participation, fairness and

Dr. C-K Wu has certainly expressed an interest in the museum becoming a focal point
for collectors and acting as a venue for a future collectors fair, so it will be interesting to
see when the international collector community are invited to return to China.
Tianjin is very accessible from Beijing by high speed train, so it is a viable excursion for
tourists as a day trip from the capital.
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100 Years of the First Pan-Russian Olympiad, Kiev 1913
20.4.1913 (Julian) - 25, May 2013.
Manfred Bergman
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The Ukraine Post issued a souvenir
sheet to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the First PanRussian Olympiad in Kiev. 1913:
The idea originated with the
Secretary General of the Russian
Imperial
National
Olympic
Committee. The occasion was
appropriate and to coincide with
the opening of the Pan-Russian
Exhibition
Industrial
commemorating 300 years of the
ruling Romanov family. The Sports
Grounds built in Kiev, the first of its
kind in Russia

(inaugurated 12, August, 1912 and destroyed during \MN I) was used for the occasion.
The stadium had race - and cycling tracks. Seating facilities were for 5000 spectators.
The programme included athletics, wrestling, weightlifting, football, swimming, fencing,
gymnastics, cycling, equestrian events as well as a motorcycle race. The sailing regatta
took place in Odessa.
2013:
"USEP" Ukrpochta"
and the Olympic Committee,
presented a souvenir sheet
and an envelope to mark the
100th anniversary of the First
Pan-Russian
Olympic
Games. The presentation
with
coincided
the
anniversary of the Museum
of history of Kiev and the

opening of an exhibition dedicated to the 1913 Olympiad. The event was attended by the
Chairman of the National Olympic Committee Sergey Bubka, invited guests from 20
countries — including members of the IOC. Other notable speakers were Safiullin Ravir
Safovie - Minister of youth and sport of Ukraine, Hennadiy Vovk - Deputy Chairman of the
Kiev City administration and Viktor Korzh-Petrovich - Deputy Director General of
"Ukrpo§ta".
This souvenir sheets takes us back 100 years, to the first reaction of Russian Sports
organisations to the Russian results in Stockholm. What were the reasons for the 1913
Pan-Russian Olympiad?
And was the impact of the 1912 Stockholm Olympics limited to the 1913 Kiev Games, or
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This issue takes us back 100 years and the reasons for that Olympiad in Kiev, in 1913.
The reasons were the unsatisfactory results at the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm and
the wish to prepare a strong team for 1916.
THE IMMEDIATE IMPACT OF THE 1912 OLYMPIC GAMES was on the Russian
Olympic Movement. Russia participated at the 1912 Stockholm OG with a large delegation
— 153 strong, but the results (discounting the medals obtained by Finnish athletes) were
very meagre, 2 silver and 1 bronze medal.
The
Russian
Olympic
Committee, spurred by
its SG1, decided to
hold
national
"Olympiads" and to
participate
at
international events,
with the aim of
talent seeking and
qualifications for the
Games of the VI
Olympiad in Berlin,
1916.
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1. The 1st
Pan-Russian
Olympiad
took place in Kiev in
1913, with a sailing
regatta in Odessa.

Poster
CP!
(Courtesy of
Mr Lamotte)
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See Annex 1.
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The Games can be documented by:
a. Philatelic items
b. Badges, pins and medals.
c. Newspapers.
A selection is presented. The configuration is a 'global' one, including memorabilia such
as pins and medals.
a. The only mail that I have succeeded to identify, was a newspaper wrapper addressed
to the Moscow Royal Yachting Club, which obtained a bronze medal in the 10 m. class in
19122 (Stockholm); The wrapper is tied to the cachet of the Olympic Committee.3

•

b. Memorabilia,
The badge for the Grand
Duke Pavliwich, 1912
Olympian.

See Annex I.
An exhibition is taking place right now at the National
Historical Museum of Ukraine. It would be interesting to find
out whether other philatelic items are known.
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2
3

1St prize was a silver
medal4 and several
plates were given to
runner-ups.

I was fortunate to identify some postcards
and newspapers from that time. Here, only
one page is shown.

Note that Silver medals with a somewhat smaller thickness exist; they are, however.
Identical in all respects to the "thicker" medals.

4
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Finally, here is the original
illustrated magazine with
pictures taken during the
"Olympiad"5.
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However, the 1913 First Pan-Russian Olympiad was only the start to Russia's
preparations for 1916. Other major events followed.
2. The 2nd Pan-Russian Olympiad took place in Riga in 1914, just before the IOC Paris
Congress. The games, like the 1913 Kiev Games can be documented by philately,
printed matter and memorabilia.
a. A special label (vignette) was produced for the occasion.

Did you know that the Moscow, Russian football champions, contained British players
that worked or lived in Russia? One of them was Consul General Lockhardt, implicated
later in the "Lenin" assassination plot.

5
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Shown are the rwo out of three6, currently identified postcards with tied special labels. A
French cachet was also used to mark the 20th anniversary of the restoration of the
Olympic Games, 1894 - 1914.
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One of these PCs was bought by a Russian collector a few years ago, in a Geneva
auction.
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b. A special postcard was also produced for the occasion.
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The badge of the Games
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c. The gold, silver and bronze medals awarded in Riga. On the bronze medal one can
see the "Ill".
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e. In 2000, Russia issued a
stamp to commemorate the 2nd
Russian Olympiad in Riga.
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3. Russia also sent a large delegation to the Baltic Games which took place in
1914.The Baltic Games were considered by the German Olympic Committee (DRAfOS)
as qualifying for Berlin and led by Carl Diem, its SG. The Baltic Games were part of the
Baltic Festival and the Swedish Gymnastic Festival (opened 7.6.1914). It included
Ballooning and Golf.
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Shown is also a 2nd place silver medal.

SOME GENERAL RESULTS. DETAILED RESULTS IN THE SYDSVENSKA DAGBLADET OF
1914.
FOOTBALL A GERMAN TEAM WON BY DEFEATING A SWEDISH AND RUSSIAN ONE
FENCING: FOIL AND SABLE - GERMANY EPEE - SWEDEN
WEIGHTLIFTING: GERMANY DOMINATED BEFORE RUSSIA AND SWEDEN
MODERN PENTATHLON: ONLY SWEDES STARTED
CYCLING: THE SWEDES DOMINATED THE NUMEROUS GERMANS
TENNIS: GERMANY DOMINATED
GOLF: SWEDEN BEAT GERMANY IN A TEAM EVENT ONE OUGHT TO NOTE THAT GOLF WAS
INCLUDED IN THE GERMAN PROGRAMME FOR 1916
WRESTLING: SWEDEN DOMINATED OVER GERMANY AND DENMARK
SWIMMING: ONLY SWEDES STARTED THE OC WAS ANGRY THAT GERMANY DID NOT SEND
THEIR SWIMMERS
BALLOON FLYING (OLYMPIC?): GERMANY WAS A BIG ATTRACTION
ATHLETICS: THE SIGN CANT RESULT WAS THE JAVELIN THROW WR BY MYRAA - 63.29 M.
THE YACHTING EVENTS. SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE FROM AUGUST 6 TO AUGUST 9
WERE CANCELLED DUE TO THE OUTBREAK OF WWI
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Finally, it was all for nothing. The 1916 Olympic Games were not celebrated because of
World War I and the only Russian "souvenirs" were the two satirical postcards using the
Olympic Games for war propoganda.
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4. Starting 1921, Soviet Russia wanted to show the superiority of its ideology and
It thought to prove so also in the sport arena. However, it went down a false road
by organising the "SPARTAKIADS" as an alternative to the capitalistic Olympic Games.
system.
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In 1920 Russia had a delegation ready to depart for Antwerp',
but at the last moment Trotsky stopped the delegation from
leaving. There were discussion for participation at the 1948
London Olympic Games, but finally Russia only returned to the
Olympic Games in 1952 — in Helsinki.
.(This stamp showing Trotsky as a child (in fact, the designer
used a photo of Trotsky's son) was substituted 3 months after its
issuance as Trotsky was expelled from Russia by Stalin.)

The Spartakiads were first organised in 1921, in Prague8 and afterwards taken over by
IRS (Internationale Rouge du Sport) created by Soviet Russia.. The famous ones took
place in 1928 (Berlin & Moscow) and 1935 (Moscow).

1928: A cover from Moscow to
Basle tied to the special
Spartakiad cancellation — via
Berlin and Zurich to Basle.

Mr Melnikov (Moscow) owns a postcard written by a Russian gymnast in 1920, telling
about the plans to leave for Antwerp
8 The founder was J. F. Chaloupecky — a Czech.
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18.1.1935: A postal stationery-letter from Minsk to Leningrad with the commercial use 01
the Spartakiad stamps-

5. After WW II, Soviet Russia recognised that to
gain "reputation" and "sport respectability", it
would be better to join the "capitalistic" Olympic
Games. Discussion were engaged in 1948 (for
London) as can be seen from the stamps
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The letter mandating the artist,
H. Nelson to submit deigns for
the OG. The project shows the
Soviet Russia's emblem.

The mandating letter insists on an international character. This was carried out by
showing the emblem of the major participating countries.
OU are
to submit dray' decisa which °amphoa with the
conlitioas got fcrth, but I am to &raw your att.ontion to the:,
fact
that it is prefermble that the dcraim chouldAyllb914.AtNISiCS
$tiaorolly et:A.14y acme otptasie_ cp thte intenlatlOna obernater or

6. 1952: Finally (Soviet) Russia, after 40
years of absence re-joined the Olympic
Games. A commemorative stamp was
issued in 2000 by the Russian Republic.
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The impact of the 1912 Stockholm OG on Russia is still felt. Initially it was to improve the
Russian sport capacities, then to use sports as an ideological messenger and finally to
install Russia as "The Sport Nation" of the world. It did work for a certain time, but now
China slowly takes over.
Annex I.
{left} (OPC) The Moscow Club 10 m. yacht (GALLIA II) that won a bronze medal in
Stockholm, and participated in 1913 — Odessa located — Pan-Russian Olympiad.

{right} This letter was written by Georges DUPERRON, the secretary of the Russian NOC
. He was IOC member for Russia 1913-1915. He was the "moving spirit" to organise the
1913 Pan-Russian Olympiad.
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London 2012 Gold Medal Trials
Bob Wilcock
London 2012
Olympic Games
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Royal Mail did extensive testing to ensure its innovative Gold Medal Winner stamp
programme went off without a hitch. The major innovation was the use of action photos
of the medallist competing or on the podium, so every aspect was time critical. The
production process involved the pre-printing of "base sheets" (by Cartor for Walsall
Security Printers) which bore common design elements, to which the six selected
printers, working overnight, added the individual photographs and descriptive text using
offset litho. The proofs used a track cyclist image, and sheets were made available to
the press and selected philatelic sources (not SOC!).
Naturally, some found their way onto the philatelic market and eBay, as did a very
small number of the printers' trials. Norphil (www.norphil.co uk) have recently reported
that a used example has even turned up in some kiloware!

Team GO AtliMe

Trial print from the Attleborough printers
(Breckland Print). The other 5 locations
were: London (Aquatint bsc), Preston (B
& D Print Services Ltd), Swindon (Acorn
Press), Edinburgh (Allender Print) and
Solihull (Crescent Press).

The production process

The chosen image is
processed on computer
and sent to the printer

2.

The part-printed
base sheets are
fed into the printer

The fully printed A2
master sheets are
checked (4 x A4 sheets)

4.
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Close-up of a
master sheet
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Delivery to the 500 Post Offices
by noon the day after the event.
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All Images Royal Mail—from a Press Pack
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Packing the sheets into the
distinctive gold envelopes
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Norphil have also released
pictures of some very early
trials, using colourful tropical
bird images, and captioned in
the margin as "Overprint text
trial". The Olympic logo has
been replaced by a leopard's
head, postage rate is '3rd' and
the text 'Wild Focus Animals'
was clearly chosen to stand for
'Gold Medal Winner'.
Penton. 872
Norphil have been unable to Base 9185 .„
establish where and when these
trials were printed, how many
designs there might
have been, nor if the 'stamps'
produced still exist.
Registration Errors
Inevitably, with two-stage printing registration errors occurred. Illustrated are a Chris
Hoy pair, with a marked upward shift of the image and black text, and a less dramatic
upward shift on a Mo Farah stamp. It is not known which printer(s) were involved in
these instances.

Gold
Medal
Winner

Mo Farah
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London 20'2
Olympic Ga
Kathenne Copeland
Sophor
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Another unusual error consists of vertical gold lines running down the complete sheet of
the Copeland/Hosking stamp. The lines are on the Walsall base sheet, being gold, run
under the image printing. Clearly two opportunities to reject the sheet as printers waste
were missed.
Olympic Park Flag handstamp variety.
Right at the very beginning of the cancellation
programme one interesting variation of the
Olympic Park flag cancel occurred: the first
cancels prepared for covers with single stamps
(as opposed to full sheetlets) for the first two
issues on 2 August, namely the Helen Glover and
Heather Stanning stamp, and the Bradley Wiggins
stamp, were square instead of oblong, and thus
rather elongated. It is understood to have arisen
from a foil being placed in the wrong machine, or
wrongly in the machine, perhaps by a temporary
member of staff drafted in to relieve the pressure
in the handstamp centre. Royal Mail do not
acknowledge the error, but when they were made
aware of it, did offer to replace the "defective"
covers. The dealer did not accept the offer!
Incorrect dates are also known; those first day
covers accidentally receiving a late date were
usually returned, those receiving a premature
date have usually been kept!

Gold
Medal
Winner

London 2012. Olympec Palk
London E20 202012

Elongated Olympic Park flag
cancel-50 pairs of covers are
known to have been released
with the mis-set foil.

Paralympic Forgery
We are again indebted to Norphil for bringing this forgery
to our attention. The grey for the Queen's head and 1st
indicium are clearly in fugitive ink. The Olympic definitive
may also have been forged, but has not yet been seen.
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Obituaries
Naomi Beinard
It is with sadness that we learnt of Naomi's passing. Naomi was a long standing
member of SOC and her occasional news items from South Africa and Canada,
together with memoirs solicited from her friends were always welcome for publication.
Alan Sabey

5 May 1942 — 2 April 2013

Alan Sabey has collected material relating to all aspects of the British Empire
Exhibition 1924-1925 held at Wembley and the 1948 Olympic Games because of the
link with Wembley for over forty years. The interest in the 1948 Olympic Games
expanded to include the 1908 London Olympic Games.
In 1984, after four years collaboration, Alan co-authored a book "The Lion Roars at
Wembley" which was published for the 60th anniversary of the British Empire
Exhibition.
The Exhibition Study Group was founded in 1980 and Alan became a member, and the
treasurer for 20 years, publicity secretary and president for 3 years.
He became a member of the Cinderella Society, as many types of advertising labels
were produced for the British Empire Exhibition and very quickly had published the
records of these in a book.
He was a member of the Great Britain Philatelic Society for many year displaying and
entering the competitions with his Wembley collection.
He was also a member of the Royal Philatelic Society (London) and became a Fellow
of the Royal after displaying his Wembley collection.
Alan was an early member of the S.O.0 and served a number of years as Public
Relations Officer.
Alan always set his targets high and entered his Wembley collection into National and
International Competitions, winning awards at both levels. His last entry in International
Competition was his 1908-1948 Olympics, at Olympex 2008 in Beijing. He was one of
four UK Olympic collectors to display at the 10C Olympex 2012 at the British Library,
London.
Over the years Alan became well known by the stamp dealers who would go out of
their way to keep any special British Empire Exhibition or 1948 Olympic items, to offer
him first refusal.
Alan Sabey will be remembered by his friends, members of the Philatelic Societies and
stamp dealers as "Mr Wembley" In retirement, Alan travelled extensively and often
provided Olympic related photographs from his tours.
He will be Sadly Missed.
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David Buxton
David had a number of
diverse interests including
the River Thames,
Olympic
Games,
Battlefields and 'History'.
He was also active with
his local church and the
town twinning association.
David has served on the
committees of many
societies and played an
active role in others.

David was often a participant in
'Olympic' visits to Lausanne, Paris Koln
and Norway.
He attended the Olympic Games in
Munich, Salt Lake City, Turin and
London, and his collecting began as a
result of his participation in athletics and
attendance at Munich. In later years he
concentrated on Olympic material that
related to his birthday - 2oth February,
and it is for this speciality that he will be
remembered by many.
He played an active role within SOC.
It is ironic that his funeral was held on
10th May - the anniversary of the
lighting of the Olympic flame for London
2012.
Thomas Lippert provided the
photographs from Olympia and Athens
to illustrate the two sides of David.
Above, serious British reserve, and below, jovial companion. David's family, wife
Rennie, daughter Tracey and son Philip have all undertaken Olympic trips. His
granddaughter Lily was christened just two days after his funeral.
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Michael Berry
News of Michael passing was received from the French collectors association AFCOS.
Michael was a member of SOC for many years, and accompanied us on trips to Paris
and Lausanne, as an interesting travelling companion and active participant in events.
He will be known to many collectors as the proprietor of Healey and Wise. The
catalogues of his sales will remain as a reference and testament to his knowledge of
Olympic and scouting material.

100 Days until the selection of the 2020 Host City
In anticipation of the selection of the 2020 host city of the 32nd Olympic Games,
member Masaoki Ichimura mailed this postcard on 30.V.2013 to commemorate the
start of the100 day countdown.
posy cikRO

to Mfr. Bob Farley
3 VJcvt GVeen
Loot Masao w
watts:sae wR40HP
na .

2e2e1F,71-9>ev 1Jdev11*e!
2112111FIVIDJ-Viev - /tIVie://181100*
BY AIR MAIL NM

PAR AV/ON

*32A4-111,e-J/MttiiliE
Th. Gamin of the XXXI larrnikad

2021*7,124. (*) -.Saga (a)

TIWY1111111128
awasalse

299

111

c19.1.,evmatmak

Tokyo N Parahariga ammo
NH*8)125111(51/4) --•Asia (I)

OUR2020arul,e 7/•,clulee 7116,31 A

96

There appears to have been
minimal philatelic or postcard
output from the 2020
candidate cities. We have
managed to provide details of
material for recent bids in
Torch Bearer - can any
members assist by providing
copies of material that they
have seen or acquired?

SPORTS COLLECTIBLES AUCTION

WORLD RECORD RESULTS

1904 St. Louis
Summer Olympics
Gold Medal.
Sold For: $38,3871 May 2013

Finest Known 1904
Olympic Games
Participation Medal.
Sold For $17,925 I August 2012

1924 Paris Summer Olympics Gold
Medal Awarded to Member of
Uruguayan Football/Soccer Team.
Sold For: $26,290 I October 2012

1996 Atlanta Summer
Olympics Track Shoes
Worn by Michael Johnson.
Sold For: $7,170 I August 2012

1980 U.S Hockey
irac le
on Ice" Olympic Gold Medal
Presented to Mark Wells
Sold For: $310,700 I November 2010

1988 Summer
Olympics Torch, Seoul.
Sold For: $5,078
April 2010

Seeking Consignments I Delivering Results
Call 800-872-6467 to discuss opportunities.
Annual Sales Exceed $800 Million 750,000+ Online Bidder-Members
3500 Maple Avenue I Dallas, Texas 75219 I 800-872-6467 I HA.com
DALLAS I NEW YORK I BEVERLY HILLS I SAN FRANCISCO I PARIS I GENEVA
JONATHAN SCHEIER
Consignment
Director
JonathanSOHA can
ext. 1314

MIKE GUTIEFRE
Corsionment
Director
MkeGOHAcorn
ext. 1183

WOcLUS I ARGI C.Ot.IC MN" AWC-01:V41

HA.cono'FB6porti

HA.comiTeritter

TX & NY Auctioneer license Samuel Foos'. 11727 & 0952360 Heritage Auction Gall rigs CA Bond RS82034175.
CA Auctioneer Bond: Carchyn Mani PRSEI2005661 Buyer's Premium 19.5% See HA.com for details. HERITAGE Reg. U.S. Pat ATM Off.
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Olympic Games Memorabilia

a]

Auctions
Want List Service
Appraisal Service
Exhibit Service
Always buying, selling & accepting consignments:
Torches, Winners' and Participation Medals,
Pins, Badges, Diplomas, Posters, Official Reports,
Programs, Tickets, Souvenirs.
Three Auctions per Year - Catalogs available.
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Ingrid O'Neil

J

Sports & Olympic Memorabilia
PO Box 265, Corona Del Mar CA 92625 USA
Tel. (949) 715-9808 • Fax (949) 715-1871
ingrid@ioneil.com • www.ioneil.com
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