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FRONT PAGE 

2012 will certainly be a year that a number of us will always remember, as a result of the London 
2012 Olympic Games. 
I am afraid that the involvement of Bob Wilcock and I with Olympex has had an impact on our 
S.0,C. activities, but the Olympic Games being held in London did present us with a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, that we could not ignore. 

Thanks must go to: 
- all of those who exhibited at Olympex; 
- all those S.O.C. members (including overseas members, and members wives) who helped to 
make the Collectors Cabin a success, 
- all those who visited Olympex; 
- The Exhibitions team at the British Library, and the support of their colleagues in other 
departments, 
The assistance and support of the 1.0.C., U.I.C.0..S. and the B.P.M.A. 

For visitors, the availability of an Olympic Torch for personal photographs will have created so 
many personal memories, and the torch has now been presented to the British Library to become 
part of their collection. 

The Olympic year has less than one month remaining, and this issue of Torch Bearer is the 
penultimate beforte we hope to be back on our publishing schedule. 

The next issue planned to de distributed over the Christmas period should put us back on track, 

There are numerous topics relating to the philatelic aspects of London 2012 that we hope to 
report, but at the time of writing, material is still awaited from the Handstamp Centres, and 
personal committments have not allowed us to correlate or validate information held across a 
group of the regular contributors. 

I would welcome reports from members of their own experiences during the Olympic Games, 
particularly from our members who were Gamesmakers, or from members who tried their hand at 
pin trading. 

This issue has been devoted to the Torch Relay. The original intention was to produce an article, 
but the realisation that updating of the internet meant that factual information was being archived 
or superceded, and that much of the record of the Torch Relay relies on the creativity and efforts 
of collectors in their own locality,has led to this filling a complete issue. 

The proposals and suggestions presented in Volume 29 issue 1, have been utilised in producing 
many of the items listed, and whilst many of these are the product of individual efforts, I hope that 
this will illustrate what is possible, and inspire others. 

We are aware of a number of postcards that commemorate the Torch Relay, which space has 
prevented me from illustrating, but they will be listed with selected illustrations in a future issue. 
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THE TORCH RELAY FOR THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC GAMES 

The Torch Relay to carry the Olympic flame from ignition at Ancient Olympia to the Opening 
Ceremony of the London 2012 Olympic Games took place in two distinct phases. 

From ignition at the Temple of Hera, Ancient Olympia 10th May, 2012 to the handover of the 
Olympic flame from Greece to Great Britain at the Panathenaic Stadium in Athens 17th May, 
2012. 

From arrival in the United Kingdom 18th May, 2012 to the Opening Ceremony at the Olympic 
Stadium 27th July, 2012. 

The Torch Relay in Greece 



In Greece the route of the relay traveled approximately 3000 kilometres to the eastern limits of 
Greece and Europe, to the Island of Crete in the South, and to the north-west and north of the 
mainland, before reaching Athens. 
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10th May: Olympia, Pyrgos, Amaliada, Gastouni, Lechaina, Corinth, Piraeus 
11th May: Chania, Rethymno, Agios Nikolaos, Heraklion, Kastelorizo (Megisti). 
12th May: Piraeus, Patras, Rio-Antirrio Bridge, Antirrio, Amfilochia, Preveza, Parga, 

Igoumenitsa, Ioannina. 
13th May: Ioannina, Kozani, Verola, Thessaloniki, Kavala. 
14th May: Kavala, Komotini, Kipoi, Evros (Greece/Turkey border), 

Alexandroupoli, Xanthi, Drama. 
15th May: Drama, Serres, Katerini, Larissa, Volos, Lamia. 
16th May: Lamia, Chalkida, Athens, Acropolis of Athens. 
17th May: Athens, Panathinaiko Stadium. 



Ancient Olympia - Igniting the Olympic flame and transfer to the Stadium. 
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Ancient Olympia - the Stadium. 

The first torch of the 2012 relay was carried by Spyros Gianniotis in the stadium at Ancient 
Olympia. Spyros was born in Liverpool, of Greek parents. He has represented Greece as a 
distance swimmer at Olympic Games, World and regional championships, and was honoured on 
a miniature sheet issued in 2011. 

Spyros placed fourth in the 10km marathon swim at the London 2012 Olympic Games. 
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12th May: Ioannina. 

EMH N I KA TAXYAPOME IA • EIAIKOE AN AMNHET 

ELTA, the Greek postal authority, were quite late in announcing their plans for the torch relay, but 
eventually provided details of their philatelic programme. 

Special handstamps would be available at Olympia and the locations of the overnight stops 
during the relay, with one exception. Commemorative covers would be available for sale at these 
locations, and a complete set of seven covers could be ordered from the Philatelic Service. 

A limited edition of 1500 sets of covers would be produced. 

The covers for Olympia and Athens would also include a commemorative medallion, and in 
anticipation that these would be popular souvenirs, a higher number were produced to ensure 
1500 would be available to create the 1500 sets. 
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13th May: Kavala. 

EAAI1N I KA TAXY6PONKE IA- E IN KOI ANAMNHIT 

14th May: Drama. 

EAAHNIKA TAXYAPOMEtA-EialKOI ANAMNHI' OF 
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