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cover.

FRONT PAGE
London 2012 is now appears to be approaching very fast. Ticket applications, torch relay details
and the unveiling of the design of the London 2012 torch have taken place. UK ticket allocations
are due shortly, and test events begin very soon. The London 2012 Olympic Game will soon be
upon us, and SOC / Torch Bearer will continue to try and provide details of the philatelic and
collectible items.
The workload in producing the limited number of philatelic souvenirs that it is viable for us to
produce will continue to increase, and it is likely that we will need further assistance as the
Games approach, and during the Games period. We have had previous assistance, and a few
volunteers that we have not yet called upon - all of these should expect to receive requests for
assistance in the near future.
We would be very pleased to hear from any member in the London area who may be able to
help by preparing covers or taking covers to post offices at the time of the Olympic Games.
Please contact Bob Farley or Bob Wilcock.
The F.I.P.O. logo has appeared on Torch Bearer for many years,
and it signifies that the S.O.C. is the recognised representative of
F.I.P.O. in the U.K. Like most F.I.P.O. representatives the S.O.C.
membership is actually international.
The existence of F.I.P.O. is currently under review, and it will
either evolve into a new organisation or cease to exist.
Details of the process are provided on page 81.

Please take the time to read the letter and initial report. The outcome of this process will certainly
impact on the relationship between the S.O.C., and other existing F.I.P.O. members with the
I.O.C.
View are being sought from all societies (and their members) by 31st August, 2011.
To enable the S.O.C. to submit a consensus response, could I please ask that any member with
a view or comment please submit to me by 20th August either by mail or email.
Bob Farley
Our efforts to strengthen the committee of the society, have finally borne results. We have coopted Jonathan Rosenthall onto the committee. Jonathan's interest is primarily in athletics
memorabilia, and we want to exploit his expertise.
On page 93, you will find a brief survey / questionnaire. Please complete this so that we can
better understand your collecting interests. Even the most hardened of philatelists tend to
accumulate related items. It would be helpful to know the kind of material we all amass.
Apologies for so many pages devoted to procedural matters - but it does offer the opportunity to
mail back responses in only one envelope.
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Mystery Olympic Gymnast?

1ST. VINCENT

Mystery Gymnast!

THE GRENADINES

In 1995 a sheetlet of 8 stamps was
issued by St. Vincent & the Grenadines.
One stamp (SG2994) shows a gymnast
named as "Mitsuoki Watanabe, Japan"
working on the pommel horse. However,
no gymnast of that name is listed in IOC
records, or on Wikipedia, so the question
is, what is the real name of the gymnast
being commemorated? No Japanese
gymnast has won pommel horse gold.
There are several silver and bronze
medallists between 1956 and 1976, but
none of the names are remotely like
Mitsuoki Watanabe. One of the most
famous Japanese gymnasts is Mitsuo
Tsukahara who won 5 Gold Medals at the
1968, 1972 and 1976 Olympics.
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He has a vault named after him, but never had success on the pommel horse. Perhaps
someone completely mis-translated Japanese characters.
Can anyone say who the stamp is supposed to be commemorating?
Bob Wilcock

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS
Membership starts on election, of which applicants will be notified, and will last for one
calendar year. All back issues of the magazine for the current year will be sent to
members joining during the year.
Junior members are those aged under 18 years in the year of joining, subscription rates
are half of the adult rate until the 18th birthday.
All applications should be made to the Secretary.
Subscription rates for 2011 are:
U.K. £14.00; Europe, £17.00 (€ 24, $US 35).
Outside Europe, £19.00 (€ 27, $US 39, $AU 42)
Acceptable forms of payment: Sterling, $US, $Australian or € currency notes; Sterling
cheques; PayPal - in £ sterling.
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London 2012 - Coin exchange?

The London 2012 coin programme is now well underway with 50 pence pieces dated 2010, 2011
and 2012 entering or due to enter circulation, as the examples illustrated.
The full series is available in uncirculated condition on collector card, but at a significant
premium.
A number of overseas members have asked for assistance in obtaining copies of individual
designs that reflect their collecting theme, and other are seeking full set of the designs, but in fine
circulated condition.
Attempts to order coins from Banks and Post Offices have failed as they generally cannot specify
designs when placing orders, and it is likely that the designs will appear in localised areas 'as
and when' a Bank receives a consignment.
The 50 pence pieces offer an opportunity to obtain a London 2012 souvenir collection at face
value, without the risk of future reduction in market value - ideal for mementoes for children and
grandchildren.
The 50 pence pieces also present an opportunity to complement the SOC souvenir covers using
the 'coin cover' cancels with the coin to which they relate.
If you would be interested in taking part in an exchange programme to try and maximise the
opportunity to create sets, or assist those seeking specific designs, please contact Bob Farley,
either by email or mail initially.
rfarleysoc@aol.com, or 3 Wain Green, Long Meadow, Worcester, W R4 01-IP
If there are a number of interested members, we will try to operate a 'face value' plus postage
exchange programme.
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London 2012 Torch Relay
Details of the domestic Torch Relay have been announced.
The relay will include 70 overnight stops as listed below, and the
designed route should enable most of the population to view the
relay by travelling no more than one hour from their home.
Details of the celebrations at the overnight stops are currently
being planned, and will be announced much nearer the time.
Any members living in any of the listed cities are urged to write to
their local council suggesting that philatelic commemoration of
their event would help to ensure that their Olympic legacy was
recorded in catalogues and publications - (and offer a fund raising
opportunity!).

May, 2012
19 May Land's End
19 May Plymouth
20 May Exeter
21 May Taunton
22 May Bristol
23 May Cheltenham
24 May Worcester
25 May Cardiff
26 May Swansea
27 May Aberystwyth
28 May Bangor
29 May Chester
30 May Stoke-on-Trent
31 May Bolton
June, 2012
01 June Liverpool
02 June Isle of Man
03 June Portrush
04 June DenyLondonderry
05 June Newry
06 June Belfast
08 June Glasgow
09 June Inverness
10 June Orkney

June, 2012 (cent).
10 June Shetland
11 June Isle of Lewis
11 June Aberdeen
12 June Dundee
13 June Edinburgh
14 June Alnwick
15 June Newcastle
16 June Durham
17 June Middlesbrough
18 June Hull
19 June York
20 June Carlisle
21 June Bownesson-Windermere
22 June Blackpool
23 June Manchester
24 June Leeds
25 June Sheffield
26 June Cleethorpes
27 June Lincoln
28 June Nottingham
29 June Derby
30 June Birmingham
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July, 2012
01 July Coventry
02 July Leicester
03 July Peterborough
04 July Norwich
05 July Ipswich
06 July Chelmsford
07 July Cambridge
08 July Luton
09 July Oxford
10 July Reading
11 July Salisbury
12 July Weymouth &
Portland
13 July Boumemouth
14 July Southampton
15 July Guernsey
15 July Jersey
15 July Portsmouth
16 July Brighton & Hove
17 July Hastings
18 July Dover
19 July Maidstone
20 July Guildford
21 July Waltham Forest
22 July Bexley
23 July Wandsworth
24 July Ealing
25 July Haringey

London 2012 - Olympic and Paralympic Issue Ill

July 27, 2011
Olympics & Paralympics Ill
& Olympic Games retail book
10 x 1st. Class NVI.

Paralympic sailing;
Athletics - field;
Beach volleyball;
Wheelchair rugby;
Wrestling.

Wheelchair tennis;
Fencing;
Gymnastics;
Triathlon;
Handball.

The retail booklet contains 4 Machin 1st class definitives and the Wheelchair Rugby and Paralympic
Sailing stamps.
A further booklet will be issued on 15 September.
Olympic and Paralympic Ill, concludes the programme of thirty designs announced in 2009.
The issue will be accompanied by a First Day Cover, a Presentation Pack, and a set of 10 stamp
cards.
A total of 29 sporting disciplines from the Olympic and Paralympic schedule of the London 2012
Games are represented, with athletics being represented by two designs, 'track' and 'Field'.
Two further Olympic issues are included in the 2012 programme.
July "Welcome" and September "Memories".
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1st Modern Olympic Games Athens 1896
Winner and Participation Medals, and Their Boxes.
By Stathis Douramakos
)1\,;,iAe
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Note - All dates mentioned are according to the old Julian calendar, which Greeks followed until
1923 AD. The Olympic Games took place March 25th to April 3rd 1896 according to the Julian
calendar, which corresponds to April 6th to April 15th 1896 using today's Gregorian calendar.
WINNER MEDALS
1896 Olympic prize medals were awarded to honour the first and second place winners only. A
silver medal for the first place winner, and a bronze medal for the second place winner.
Description:
50mm diameter, designed by J.C. Chaplain. Av.: Laureate head of Zeus facing, holding winged
statue of goddess Victory (Winged Nike) with laurel branch on globe. Word "Olympia" in Greek,
and the artist's signature. Rev.: View of Acropolis and Parthenon between Olympic legend in
Greek "FIRST OLYMPIC GAMES / ATHENS / 1896"
Edge: Stamped "ARGENT" or "BRONZE"
Weight: approx. 62 grams may vary slightly from medal to medal.
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Interesting Facts:
- The silver winner medals were made by melting ancient Greek coins.
- During the award ceremony (which was moved from April 2nd to April 3rd due to heavy rain)
only the Olympic Winners (1st winners) were awarded with their medals and of course a diploma
and olive branch.
General Secretary of the Games, Timoleon Philemon, handed the awards to the King, who
personally presented them to the athletes.
Second place winners, (called just winners at the time), were only presented with a laurel wreath,
and later on, at the evening reception held by the Olympic committee they were presented with
their Bronze medals.
- Medals were presented in a "beautiful leather box" (TO ARTY 4/4/1896) along with the diploma,
which was contained in a paper tube. Medals were not worn.
- Olympic winners in more than one sporting event were given additional diplomas and olive
branches, but only one medal.
- The number of medals stuck, both silver and bronze is not precisely known. it must however
have been slightly higher that the number of winners since some, were given as gifts. Timoleon
Philemon sent a silver winner medal along with an olive branch to the great benefactor - who I
call the first and Main Sponsor of the modern Olympic Games - Georgios Averof, calling him the
first Olympic Winner.
Philemon also sent such gifts to the Greek Ethnological Museum. (see photo)
- The winner medals arrived in Greece from Paris on March 27th (AKPOrIOAll 28/3) along with
the diplomas, which were ordered from Gyzis who resided in Munich.
TO IIITIOAIIII T11111101111111111
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Silver 1896 Winner medal
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Snapshot from
newspaper "TO ARTY"
April 4th 1896
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Winner medals' Boxes:
1896 winner medals come in round boxes of red and black (dark Green) leather-like exterior
material (artificial leather). These medals are also found in parallelepiped boxes. The
parallelepiped boxes have the same inner lining as the round boxes, and the same clasp
mechanism. There are also official/authentic boxes that contained winner medals that were
presented to honour high officials of the time, not winners of the Games. The inner lining of
winner medal boxes may vary. The inner and outer colour of the boxes had no particular
meaning. The outer lining of the parallelepiped boxes was always brown leather-like material,
and it was the inner material that distinguished the medals (red for bronze, blue for silver medal).
PICTURES:

••
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PARTICIPATION / COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS
These medals were made available for sale to the public for commemorative purposes by the
organizing committee of the Games. They were produced in gilt and bronze finishes. Despite
common belief, silver participation medals did not exist, as verified by many documents from
1896. This is why no one has ever found an authentic silver 1896 participation medals - which
has been a long standing 'mystery' to collectors.
In order to be precise and for clarity, we must mention that in the past, original silvered 1896
participation medals have been found. However, it is certain that the silvering did not take place
in 1896. We can only assume that the silvering happened either in 1906 to medals where the
"1906" label was omitted by mistake, or in later years as a private initiative.
Description:
Gilt bronze or Bronze, 50mm diameter, designed by N. Lytras and engraved by V. Pittner in
Vienna, Austria. Av.: Seated Victory (Nike) holding laurel wreath over phoenix rising out of
flames, Acropolis/Parthenon in background. Greek legend "OLYMPIC / GAMES / 776 BC 1896 / ATHENS", and the artists signature.
Rev.: 5-line Greek legend "INTERNATIONAL/OLYMPIC/GAMES/IN ATHENS/1896", in laurel
wreath, and name of the engraver.
Edge: Plain
Weight: 58 grams
PICTURES:

1896 Participation Medal, Gilt.
1896 Participation medals WERE NOT produced in silver.
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1896 Participation Medal, Bronze.
Evidence that
the 1896
participation
medals were not
produced in
silver:

A
In 2004 the
National
Historical
Museum of
Greece published
a
book that
included a letter
sent by Timoleon
Philemon to
them in 1896.
This letter
was available
to the public
for the first
time.
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Translation:
Athens June 8, 1896
"Honorary Sir,
By the command of his highness heir being president of the committee of the first International
Olympic Games held in Athens, I have the honour to send to you and deposit in your museum
the following objects that are related to the Olympic Games.
A — A silver medal same as the one that was awarded to the winners of the events.
B — A bronze medal same as above, which was given to those who came second.
C — A gilt commemorative medal
D — A bronze commemorative medal.
Further more, I am sending you all printed material that was made by the committee for the
Olympic Games such as regulations, Programs, notices...etc etc

The General Secretary of the Olympic Games,
Timoleon Philemon"
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Other evidence:
In the Greek newspapers of 1896 one can find advertisements for the participation /
commemorative medals being sold. Advertisements were different for the bronze medals and
gilt medals. There are no advertisements mentioning a silver medal.
Boxes:
1896 participation medals come in round boxes of red or black leather-like exterior. The inner
linings can be found in numerous colour variations (yellow, red, blue, pink etc). The inner as
well as outer colour of the boxes had no particular meaning. There is also another
official/authentic type of box for these medals in parallelepiped shape. These boxes have a very
luxurious interior and clasping mechanism. Their outer and inner lining are of the same colour.
So far these medal boxes have been found in red, purple, and light blue colour. These boxes
were given to high officials during the 1896 Games and were also available for sale at the
offices of the Olympic Committee (Melas residence) at a higher price.
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Evidence that there were actually simple and luxurious boxes:
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- Advertisement from newspaper "EOHMEPIX", April 9, 1896.
Translation:
Commemorative medals.
In the premises of the Olympic Games (Melas residence) gilt commemorative medals are sold.
In boxes that are luxurious, each drachmas 7.
In boxes that are simple, each drachmas 5.
(From the office)
Other evidence:
-The process used to manufacture the luxurious boxes, used nitrocellulose which is a
compound that was used at that time (1896) as a coating/lacquer and the same compound is
also used in the 1896 simple round boxes. This method of production was terminated shortly
after, as it was not safe (explosive). This is further proof that these boxes, are contemporary.

Interesting Facts:
-On March 29th the copper/bronze participation medals were available for sale to the public at
the price of 2 drachmas. Advertisements were published in the newspapers.
-On April 9th the gilt participation medals were available for sale to the public, in simple and
luxurious boxes.
-While the winner medals were assigned to Chaplain after an intemational tender, participation
medals were assigned to Lytras. The reimbursement of the two was vastly different with
Chaplain being paid much more.
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- It is said that 20,000 commemorative medals were made. We must remember though that this
number also includes the 1906 participation medals, as in the 1906 Olympic Games, the
remaining medals of 1896 were used, adding a metal tag plate of the new date, and then gold or
silver coating.
Fakes/replicas have also been found. Most are of very low quality and can easily be identified
(also officially made in 2004). There are also fakes that look very similar to the authentic ones,
so one must be very cautious and look for any small difference that may be found on these, as
the non-experienced eye may be deceived.
(*) Bibliography: ATHENS IN THE LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY/THE FIRST
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC GAMES, ATHENS 2004, HISTORICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF GREECE, GENERAL SECRETARIAT. — Page No. 75, letter June 1st, 1896, of
Timoleon Philemon, General secretary of Olympic Games, 1896.
Newspapers "TO AITY", "AKP0110A1Z", "EOHMEPIE" March-April 1896.
"Olympic Games in Athens 1896 " 1906 - ATH. TARASSOULEAS" (1988 publication, page 94)

(
Please remember the Society Auction and International Packet when
disposing of surplus or duplicate material - both give you direct access to
fellow collectors interested in the Olympic theme.
Contact the service managers, John and Brian as detailed inside the front
cover.

STOP PRESS London 2012 - Olympic issues
STAMP MAGAZINE - July 2011 issue, includes two articles that appear to offer new information
in their regular GB Collector feature.
New Jubilee and Olympics definitives to make a splash in 2012 programme
"We also understand that there may be definitives issued to coincide with the London Olympics
in July, although Royal Mail's published schedule does not confirm this. It would be a first for a
new British definitive to be introduced to commemorate a sporting event".
On your marks for a third et of Olympic and Paralympic Games stamps
"All 30 tamps from the three issues in the series will also be old in a single composite sheet of
30, in different se-tenant combinations from the sheet stamps, with a pictorial border showing an
artist's impression of the main Olympic Stadium when complete".
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The promotional cachet for the 1912 Olympic Games
KWAN, Kwok-Yiu
On a recent eBay search, an eye-catching item emerged in front of the author. It was a
registered cover mailed on 10JUN1912 from Ra'storp Sweden to New York (Figure 1 & Figure 2)
(Images from eBay). As an Olympic collector, the most obvious marking on the envelope was of
course the blue rectangular Olympic cachet. This cachet is not mentioned in the famous work of
Ernest Trory, and, it is also missing in that of Heiko Volk. However, it is still popular among
Olympic Collectors, as it is one of the earliest Olympic markings, though not classified as a
postmark.

New York Institute of Science,
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Traditionally, it is described as a cachet being applied on mail when being sent overseas from the
port of Goteborg, regardless of the original place of posting. It reads "Jeux Olympiques /
Stockholm 1912 / Le 29 Juin - 22 Juillet".
The author is not an expert on this Olympic item. The reason for this article, is to encourage
discussion of this cachet, as the example offered on eBay is obviously different from the example
owned by the author (Figure 3) & that included in the recent auction of the Manikian Olympic
Games Collection held by Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions (Figure 4) (Lot 3218 from Sale
44, Image from Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions).

AUX OLYMPIQUES
+ STOCKHOLM 1912
LE 29 JUIN - 22 MILL

All members are entitled to two 'Small Ads' per year (or one 'doublesize' per year).
If you would like to use an Ad to contact members with similar
interests or to dispose of duplicate material etc. Please forward text
to the Editor.
If a telephone numbers is the only contact, you must state the country
to which they relate.
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All of these examples were addressed to the New York Institute of Science located in Rochester
New York. The one included in Manikian Olympic Games Collection was the earliest usage of
these examples, as it was posted on 22APR1912, while the one from the author's collection was
the latest, as it was mailed on 17JUN1912. The one offered on eBay was dated 10JUN1912.
As stated previously, obvious differences were observed among these examples, namely:
1). Shape, the eBay example is rectangular in shape, while the other 2 examples were trapezium
in shape;
2). It is clear that there is a break to the border lines at the lower left displayed on the example
from the Manikian Collection, and the example from the author's collection displays the same
characteristic, but, the one from ebay does not have this break;
3). On the eBay lot, one of the "+" was overlapping with the border lines. The other two do not
display this overlap;
4). The font size of the eBay lot is much larger than the one from the Manikian Collection;
5). The example from eBay was in blue, while the other 2 were in black.
The one from author's collection was identical to the one offered in the Schuyler Rumsey
Auctions. The one from Manikian Collection was dated 22APR1912, while the one from author's
collection was 17JUN, but, the one from eBay was 10JUN1912.
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- If the cancelling device had a broken border in April, why, on 10JUN, was the border unbroken,
and then broken again on 17JUN?
- Were there 2 cancelling devices for the outgoing mails? Valuable comments from our
members were to be sought here. Any input from you would be treasures to the other members.

Cachet from authors collection (control)

Cachet from ebay
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Cachet from authors collection (contro )
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Cachet from Manikian collection

Allowing for limitations of the images of examples being considered - resolution, rotation and
focus, the three examples when placed in the 'best fit' orientation can be compared.
The example of the author, and that from the Manikian collection appear identical within the
above limitations.
The alignment of the text and positioning of each character of the ebay example also appear to
match the text of the other examples - (the perceived difference in font may actually be the result
of the density of the impression). It is unfortunate that the 'LE 29' of line three is not present, as it
would seem that this should overlap the border.
Scans of further copies of this cachet to allow more detailed comparison would be very
welcome - particularly from the purchaser of the ebay example.
(For information, the eBay lot sold at US$ 503. The one from the Manikian Collection was sold
at US$ 800 (before buyer commission of 15%).)
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Portugal nos Jogos Olimpicos 1912-2008
Bob Wilcock
Portugal's main offering to commemorate the Beijing Olympics in 2008 comprised a set of three
stamps and a miniature sheet, the latter commemorating Olympex 2008:

The stamps bear the Beijing 2008 logo, the stamps in the miniature sheet do not.
In addition, the Portuguese Post Office (CTT) and the Portuguese Olympic Committee produced
a booklet (A5-sized) setting out Portuguese Olympic Medallists up to 2008, and the Portuguese
sportsmen and women who had qualified for Beijing. The Olympic Medallists were additionally
recognised on two inserted sheets of stamps, self-adhesive, and laser-printed, in the standard
format of Portuguese personalised stamps (`meuselos'). The print run was 7,500 copies. At
€19.20 the cover price was something like four-times face value of the stamps.

Left: the book cover.

PORTUGAL NOS
JOGOSOLiMPICOS
1912-2008

Right: the stamp for
the 1948 yachting
Silver Medallists with
2009.11.27
special
handstamp for the
Centenary of the
Portuguese Olympic
There
Committee.
was also a postal
stationery envelope to
mark the Centenary.
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The sheets are illustrated on the next two pages, and the stamps, starting top left on the first
sheet, are as follows:

Portuguese Coat of Arms

Epee Team — 1928 - Bronze

Paulo d'Ega Leal; Mario de
Noronha ; Jorge Paiva ;
Frederico Paredes ;
Joao Sasseti ;
Henrique de Silveira

Francisco Lazar° — 1912
(not a medallist, but sadly
the first athlete to die during
an event: he collapsed
during the marathon)

Equestrian Team —1924 (Prix des Nations, Bronze)
Anibal Borges de Almeida ;

Equestrian Team - 1936 (Prix des Nations, Bronze)

Yachting — Swallow — 1948
Silver

Jose Beltrao ;
Domingos de Souza
Coutinho ;
Luis Mena e Silva

Duarte Bello ;
Fernando Coelho Bello

Helder de Souza Martins ;
Jose Mouzinho de
Albuquerque ;
Luis Cardoso de Menezes

Equestrian — Dressage Team Yachting — Star — 1952
—1948-Bronze
Bronze

Yachting — Star — 1960
Silver

Fernando Pees; Francisco
Valades; Luis Mena e Silva

Joachim Fiusa
Francisco Rebelo de
Andrade

Mario Quina
Jose Manuel Quina

Olympic Rings & Portuguese
Coat of Arms

Shooting — Trap — 1976
Silver

Athletics — 10,000m — 1976
Silver

Armando Marques

Carlos Lopes

Athletics — 5,000m — 1984
Bronze

Athletics — Marathon - 1984
Gold

Athletics — Marathon - 1984
(Women's) Bronze

Antonio Leitao

Carlos Lopes

Rosa Mota

Athletics — Marathon 1988
(Women's) Gold

Athletics — 10,000m — 1996
(Women's) Gold

Yachting — 470 —1996
Bronze

Rosa Mota

Fernanda Ribeiro

Hugo Rocha
Nuno Barreto

Athletics — 10,000m — 2000
(Women's) Bronze

Judo — <81k — 2000 Bronze

Nuno Delgado

Athletics — 100m — 2004
Silver

Francis Obikwelu

Fernanda Ribeiro
Cycling — Road Race — 2004
— Silver

Athletics — 1,500m — 2004 —
Bronze

Sergio Paulinho

Rui Silva
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Logo of the Portuguese
Olympic Committee
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SOCHI 2014 Philatelic programme
On 24th August 2010, Sochi 2014 Signed a Postage Stamp Licensing Agreement.
The Sochi 2014 Organizing Committee and the Publishing and Trading Centre "Marka" signed a
licensing agreement which grants "Marka" the right to issue post and philatelic items with the
Sochi 2014 emblem.
Working together the Federal Communication Agency and the Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Pochta Rossii "Russian Post" issued the first stamp on May 14th, 2011. The philatelic
programme will continue until the XXII Olympic Winter Games and XI Paralympic Winter Games.

A souvenir block containing a single stamp was
released with the design featuring the logo and
address of the Sochi 2014 website placed over
the Krasnaya Polyana Mountain range coupled
with a symbolically designed torch with
intertwined ribbons in the Olympic colours. This
may be the first time an Olympic stamp design
features a .com logo.
r10,1TA POCCHH
XXII. .141.1114“.Mt
JOWL t WWI CO..

The first day postmark also feature the sochi2014.ru address.

1 4 05 11
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The indicative programme will include four stamps and forty-five postmarks as
well as a range of other products including card and postcards and 'sets of all
the stamps issued on decorative envelopes', which could mean first day
covers or stationery.
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Registered first day cover, with added private vignette / label Moscow 1980 - Sochi 2014.
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Se-tenant strip of four privately produced vignettes / labels showing three designs.
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The day of issue coincides with the 1000 day countdown to the
XXII Olympic Winter Games.
Illustrated above is a stationery envelope commemorating the
Centenary of the Russian Olympic Committee with overprint for
the 1000 day countdown, and added vignette for Sochi, cancelled
by the handstamp of the Russian Olympic Committee on the 14th
May, 2011.
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OLYMPIC BID PINS
By Craig Perlow, Sid Marantz and Bud Kling
With the Olympics coming to London and Great Britain in 2012, so will the pins and pin traders.
Described as the "largest spectator sport of the Games", Olympic pins have existed for over 100
years and have been traded among athletes and officials for almost the entire time. Spectators,
the media and sponsors have been involved for well over 30 years. To help British collectors
"get up to speed" with this area of Olympic collecting, two long-time, expert collectors are writing
and editing a series of articles on pin collecting for The Torch Bearer. Sid Marantz and Bud Kling
have been to the Olympics 25 times between them. They have published articles and given talks
on pin collecting in various forums to collectors and sponsor VIPs all over the world. They have
managed pin trading centers for Games Organizing Committees and Coca Cola for every
Olympics since 1998. Both are members of the International Society of Olympic Historians
(ISOH) as is Craig Perlow.
For this issue, Craig wrote the article and provided all the images. In the early to mid-2000s
when the International Olympic Memorabilia Federation (FIMO) website included an "Experts"
page, Craig was listed on it as one of only nine "Experts of the Intemational Olympic Memorabilia
Federation (FIMO)" and the sole "expert" on Olympic Bid Pins.
Since 1987, Craig has written dozens of articles which have been featured in pin collectors'
newsletters in the US, Australia, the UK and Canada. However, Craig's most notable literary
contribution to Olympic collecting has to be 'The Perlow Guide To Olympic Bid Pins: 1960 2014" that he self-published in 2006 and from which most of this article was adapted. With over
300 pages, both editions sold out within months and can now be found in twenty countries
worldwide. A third edition is expected within the next two years.
Craig's other major contribution to the world of Olympic collecting was Launched in 1998,
OlympianArtifacts.com. it features almost 10,000 items in 22 different categories spanning the
long and rich history of the Games. It is the largest online source for both acquiring Olympic
Memorabilia and for information about Olympic Memorabilia. However, for Olympic Bid Pin
collectors, OlympianArtifacts.com is especially valuable as it has the largest, most
comprehensive and most accurate listing of Olympic Bid Pins anywhere in the world -- with over
1,800 images and detailed descriptions.
Comments or queries may be e-mailed to Craig directly at craigatI©mindspring.com (all letters,
no numbers) or via the "Comments" page on his website, OlympianArtifacts.com.
AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF OLYMPIC BID PINS
Olympic Bid Pins are made by cities wishing to host the Olympic Games to help create
awareness for and promote their bids.
To avoid any misunderstandings, Olympic Bid Pins as discussed in this article will also include
"Buttons" as they are known in the States and "Button Badges" as they are known in the UK.
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Although Olympic participants' badges, i.e., those used by athletes, officials, press, etc., made
their debut at the First Modern Olympic Games in Athens in 1896, and NOC pins first appeared
at the Games of the IV Olympiad in London in 1908, it is not nearly as clear when the first
Olympic Bid Pins were produced.
In the absence of any evidence to the contrary, it appears that the first Winter Games Bid Pin
was made in the 1950's for a joint Reno/Tahoe 1960 bid, and the first Summer Games Bid Pin -actually a button -- was made in the 1960's for Detroit's 1968 bid.

DETROIT 1848

Here are examples of some other early Winter Games Bid Pins from Banff 1972, Vancouver
1976, Lake Placid 1980, and Sapporo 1984:

j1
'81
SAPPORO
Here are examples of some other early Summer Games Bid Pins from Montreal 1976, Los
Angeles 1984, Seoul 1988 and Birmingham 1992:

Just as there now seems to be no shortage of Olympic Bid Cities, the same can be said for
Olympic Bid Pins. Although they started to become popular as recently as the 1980's, Olympic
Bid Pins are now big business, and for some Olympic Bid Cities, they are being produced in
huge numbers.
The result of this trend in recent years has been that many Olympic Bid Cities have each issued
more than ten different pin designs, but some, like Sydney 2000 (80+), Rio de Janeiro 2004
(40+), Sion 2006 (80+), New York City 2012 (60+) and quite a few others have taken their
number of pin designs to an extreme level!
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For its 2012 Olympic Bid, however, London seems to have struck a
more moderate balance with "only" eight known designs:
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Using the present Olympic Bid protocol, we can readily identify three major categories of
Olympic Bid Pins -- NOC Bid Pins (with two sub-groups), IOC Bid Pins (with two sub-groups)
and Sponsor Bid Pins:

NOC Bid Pins
Quitting Cities
These are pins from cities that considered a bid on the national level, but decided not to or were
unable to proceed with their bid after their pins were already made. Examples are Boston 2004,
Seattle 2012, Reno Tahoe 2014 and Tromso 2014.

Losing Cities
These are pins from cities that bid for the right to be their nation's designated bid city, but were
not chosen by their National Olympic Committee. Thus, these cities were not able to proceed past
the national level. Examples are Prague 1980, Lahti 2006, Muju-Jeonju 2010 and San Francisco
2012.
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IOC Bid Pins
Applicant Cities
These are pins from cities that were chosen by their respective NOCs to be their nation's
designated bid city and are formally presented as such to the IOC. Examples are Pyeongchang
2010, Jaca 2014 and Chicago 2016.
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WINTER OLYMPICS
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Candidate Cities
These are pins from cities that were chosen as their country's designated "Applicant City" and the
IOC ultimately decided to allow to proceed to the international level. Examples are Manchester
1996, Sochi 1998, Manchester 2000 and Vancouver 2010.

SPONSOR Bid Pins
These are pins from cities that were able to enlist the support of national corporate sponsors to
help them finance the cost of their bids. Examples are Barcelona 1992 Coca-Cola, Stockholm
2004 SAS, Sion 2006 Ovomaltine and Munich 2018 Lotto.
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THE BIDDING PROCESS
Prior to the 1960 bid races, any city could bid for the Olympic Games as an IOC candidate, and
sometimes more than one city within the same country did just that at the same time. However,
with the present commercial and popular appeal of the Olympic Games at all-time highs, the
bidding process has, out of necessity, become much more organized and restricted.
By the time the IOC met at its 102nd Session in Lillehammer in February of 1994, ten cities had
submitted their bids for the honor of hosting the XIX Olympic Winter Games in 2002. Alma Ata
(.KAZ) subsequently dropped out, but nine cities stayed in the running: Graz (AUT), Jaca (ESP),
Ostersund (SWE), Poprad-Tatry (SVK), Quebec (CAN), Salt Lake City (USA), Sion (SUI), Sochi
(RUS), and Tarvisio (ITA). This prompted the IOC to form its first Selection Committee whose
mission was to screen this initial list of candidates and choose four finalists. The Committee,
chaired by then IOC Vice-President Kim..Un-Yong, selected the finalists in late January, 1995 at a
special meeting, and those cities -- Ostersund, Quebec, Salt Lake City, and Sion -- were
submitted to the 104th IOC Session in Budapest in June of that year. Salt Lake City won in a
landslide vote on the first ballot.
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This pre-selection process was instituted to avoid the additional expenditure of time and money
by those bid cities that realistically had little or no chance of making it past the first round of
voting. And it worked so well, in fact, that it has been used almost exclusively for the Olympic
Bids of 2004 going forward to the present day. In recent times, only the 2006 Olympic Winter
Games Bid Cities -- Klagenfurt (AUT), Helsinki (FIN), Poprad-Tatry (SVK), Sion (SUI), Turin (ITA),
and Zakopane (POL) -- have been exempt from the pre-selection process, and this was because,
according to IOC Director-General Francois Garrard, "the number of bids was manageable and
all came from Europe".
As the bidding process has become increasingly sophisticated and competitive over time, it has
become almost mandatory for a losing bid city to be able to reconstitute its organization so that it
can make multiple bids -- thereby increasing its chances for success at some point. Perhaps, this
kind of resilience and persistence was best exemplified by Salt Lake City.
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Before finally being chosen as the host city for the XIX Olympic Winter Games on 16 June 1995,
Salt Lake City previously bid for the Olympic Winter Games five times -- in 1929 (for 1932), in
1966 (for 1972), in 1967 (for 1976), in 1985 (for 1992) and in 1989 (for 1998).
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Unfortunately, however, that long-sought-for success became tainted by the now-famous "Salt
Lake City Bid Scandal" which erupted on 10 December 1998. On that day, the Swiss IOC
Member, Marc Hodler, head of the IOC Coordination Commission for the 2002 Games,
announced that several IOC members had taken bribes from members of the Salt Lake
Organizing Committee (SLOC). Shortly thereafter, Torn Welch and Dave Johnson, CEO and
Vice President of SLOC, respectively, resigned and by the time the dust had settled some 5 years
later, 10 IOC Members had been expelled and another 10 had been sanctioned. This was the
first time in its long history that the IOC had expelled or sanctioned ANY of its members and the
effects of that decision have been profound. Stricter rules were subsequently adopted for all
future bids and contact between IOC members and future bid cities was greatly limited. In
addition, new term and age limits were instituted for IOC Members and former Olympic athletes
were co-opted as IOC Members.
In the end, the 2002 Olympic Winter Games were organized and completed with great success
and the bribery scandal initially connected with it has now faded into memory. Hopefully,
however, the lessons learned from it have not.
For those of you collecting Olympic Bid Pins with the focus on 2012, you've got your work cut out
for you -- especially if you're looking for all of the "Prospective NOC Bid Pins", "NOC Bid Pins"
and "IOC Bid Pins" mentioned earlier.
Nine cities from the USA -- Cincinnati, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, NYC, San Francisco,
Seattle, Tampa, and Washington/Baltimore -- all produced pins at various stages in the process.

NYC2O 2
LOGO UNVEILING
APRIL S. 2004

Five cities from Germany -- Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Leipzig and Stuttgart did likewise
and an additional five cities from Germany — Cuxhaven, Kiel, Lubeck, Rostock and RugenStralsund -- bid ONLY to be the Yachting venue and also produced pins!
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Finally, when you include the pins produced by London, Madrid, Moscow, Paris, Rio de Janeiro,
Sao Paolo, Seville and Warsaw, you're looking at well over 200 pins in total!
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ALL of these pins can be seen on OlympianArtifacts.com and many are still available for sale
there. So, "happy hunting"!
0

Interested in the philatelic theme 'Tennis' ?
Website on tennis & philately by Pascal Bedenes
http://afcos-tennis.pagesperso-orange.fr/index.htm
pascal.afcos@wanadoo.fr
Member FIPO-SOC & FIPO-AFCOS

80

THE FUTURE OF F.I.P.O.
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INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

OLYMPIC COLLECTORS COMMISSION

Society of Olympic Collectors SOC
c/o Bob Farley
3 Wain Green, Long Meadow
Worcester WR4 OHP
GRANDE BRETAGNE
Lausanne, the 1" June 2011
Dear Secretary / President:
Review of F.I.P.O.
Purpose:
I am writing to inform your organisation of a review being undertaken of the role and structure of
the Federation Internationale Philatelie Olympique (FIPO) and to seek it views on a report which
recommend a new organisation to represent the interests of Olympic collectors at the
international level.
Background:
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) considers the constitution and structure of FIPO is no
longer consistent with contemporary standards of governance. Under amendments to the FIPO
constitution in 1993, FIPO is effectively controlled by the IOC rather than by the collectors it
purports to represent. This create confused accountabilities and responsibilities.
The IOC considers an organisation which represent Olympic collectors should be responsible to,
and controlled by, Olympic collectors.
The IOC therefore proposes to take action to dissolve FIPO. However, rather than act unilaterally
and leave a vacuum in terms of there being no organisation to replace FIPO, the IOC has
facilitated the establishment of a Working Group of senior officials of leading Olympic Collector
organisations. The task of the Working Group is to make recommendations on whether there is a
need for an international organisation to represent Olympic collectors and, if so, its objectives,
constitution and structure.
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Members of the Working Group are:
Mr. Jean-Pierre Piquot: President, Association Francaise des Collectioneurs Olympiques et
Sportifs (AFCOS).
Mr. Mark Maestrone: President. Sports Philatelists International (SPI).
Mr. Thomas Lippert: Acting President, German Sports and Olympic Collectors (IMOS).
Mr. Roman Babut: President, Polish Club of Olympic and Sports Philately.
Mr. Robert Farley: Chairman, Society of Olympic Collectors (SOC).
Report:
The Working Group met on 4 and 5 April 2011 and has produced a First Report, a copy of which
follows. The Report will also be reproduced on the IOC website, "olympic.org" under the heading
IOC Philately, Numismatic and Memorabilia Commission.
The Report proposes the establishment of a new organisation to represent Olympic collectors at
the international level. It proposes the new organisation cover all fields of Olympic collecting and
have as its members national associations / societies of Olympic collectors. A democratic
constitution and structure is proposed.
Consultation:
The Working Group is now seeking the view of organisations which may be affected by the
Report: current members of FIPO and other associations of Olympic collectors which might
potentially be members of any new organisation. The view of the IOC Philately, Numismatics and
Memorabilia Commission will also be sought.
The view of your organisation are sought by 31 August 2011. Your submission should be in
writing and sent to the following address;
FIPO Review Working Group.
Attention Mrs. J. Bernhard.
International Olympic Committee
Chateau Vidy
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland
Email: jocelyne.bemhard@olympic.org

82

Next Steps:
The Working Group will examine all submissions and review the Report in light of the comments
received. A Final Report will then be produced and submitted to the IOC. The IOC will ask the
Philately, Numismatics and Memorabilia Commission for its advice on the Final Report before
taking a final decision on the future of FIPO.
If the Final Report recommends that no organisation is needed or there is no general agreement
on the question, the IOC will commence action to dissolve FIPO.
If the Final Report identifies widespread support for a new organisation, whether philately only or
collectibles generally, with a democratic constitution and structure, the IOC will assist the
Working Group to make necessary arrangements for formal establishment of such an
organisation.
It is stressed the decision on whether and in what shape a new organisation of Olympic collectors
is established is one for the collectors, not the IOC. The IOC is simply seeking to assist collectors
in that process.
Pending the outcome of that process, FIPO would remain in existence and then be dissolved.
Conclusion:
I wish to thank the members of the Working Group for their work to date.
I encourage your organization to make a submission on the Working Group Report by 31 August.
Yours faithfully,

T. Lumme
CO-ordinator, IOC Philately, Numismatics and Memorabilia Commission.
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FIRST REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP TO REVIEW THE NEED FOR AND POSSIBLE
STRUCTURE OF AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION TO REPRESENT OLYMPIC
COLLECTORS
David Maiden
INTRODUCTION:
This Report reflects the structure of the Working Groups discussions held on 4 and 5 April 2011,
during which some fundamental questions / issues were identified and answers / potential
solutions provided. Each section of this Report represents a question / issue and our response.
1. The Need: Is there a need for an international organisation to represent Olympic
collectors?
1.1 It is desirable to have an international organisation to represent Olympic collectors.
A number of benefits in having such an organisation were identified for the various stakeholders
involved:
(a) Individual collectors.
-recognition and status
-information on developments world-wide
-access to study groups
-exclusive souvenirs
-reference material
-potential to exhibit/compete
-social networking
(b) Olympic Collectors' Associations.
-official recognition by the IOC
-information on developments world-wide
-reference material
-maintenance of relationship with NOC
(c) IOC.
-single point of contact, ease of access to expert advice
-helps promote the Olympic Movement
-helps promote the market for licensed collectibles
(d) Producers of Collectibles.
-helps promote market for licensed collectibles
-source of market advice
2. Should the organisation represent only Olympic philatelists or Olympic collectors
generally?
2.1 The Working Group noted that the review was being undertaken against the background of
the proposed dissolution of FIPO and the question of whether something should replace that
organisation. However, it noted that:
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• There had formerly been counterpart organisations to F.I.P.0 in the numismatic (FINO) and
memorabilia ( FIMO) fields;
• The membership of a number of Olympic collector organisations already successfully included
all three areas of collecting, not only philately;
• Interest in memorabilia collecting was growing at a time when interest in philately was stable or
declining;
• Open Class exhibiting allowed for a "cross-over" between philately and other forms of collecting.
2.2 Three options were identified:
(a) restrict a new organisation to philately only;
(b) create a new organisation initially with a philatelic focus, but with the objective of
moving towards a broader base of membership;
(c) create a new organisation which covered all forms of Olympic collecting.
2.3 The Working Group did not support Option (a), restricting the new organisation to philately.
Benefits were seen in combining all fields of Olympic collecting together within the one
organisation, and there was discussion about the speed with which this might be achieved, either
gradually or in one step. The majority of the Working Group favoured Option (c), a single step.
2.4 The Working Group recommends the establishment of a single organisation to represent all
fields of Olympic collecting internationally. The name, Federation Internationale Collectioneurs
Olympique (FICO) was considered.
3. What should be the Mission/Aims of Such an Organisation?
3.1 A Mission Statement for a new organisation is proposed:
To provide a centre of excellence for understanding and promoting the historic and cultural
aspects of the Olympic Movement through collectibles.
3.2 Consistent with the Mission Statement, the following aims and activities were identified:
• To promote leaming and friendship between Olympic collectors the world over;
• To share knowledge about Olympic stamps, coins and memorabilia for the benefit of all
members;
• To facilitate access to Olympic reference material;
• To produce publications;
• To collaborate with the IOC in spreading the Olympic ideal;
• To provide international focus for Olympic collectors world-wide;
• To encourage and collaborate with the organisers of exhibitions/fairs of Olympic
collectibles.
3.3 Communication is a fundamental part of the Mission and the aims / activities identified. The
key to achieving the Mission and successfully undertaking the desired activities is the use of the
internet. The Working Group sees the establishment of web page as the most cost-effective
means of receiving and distributing information.
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4. What should be the Basis of Membership-Individual Collectors or Associations of
Collectors?
4.1 The Working Group recommends that members be national associations of Olympic
collectors, whether specialising in one of the fields of collecting only, or covering members in
several fields of collecting. There could be one or several members from a given nation, e.g. in
the USA, the Sports Philatelists International and the Olympin Club could be members, while in
France it would be AFCOS.
4.2 There would be criteria and a process for assessing applications by associations for
membership of FICO. All existing F.I.P.O affiliates would be invited to apply for membership and
must meet the standard criteria for membership. Other Olympic collector organisations not
currently members of F.I.P.O which prima fade meet the criteria would be invited to apply and
their applications assessed against the criteria. Key elements of the membership criteria would
be that the association has a legal identity, a board of management of at least three members, a
record of activity in Olympic collecting, and the local NOC must have no objection. Membership
applicants could be placed on probation for two years, as Affiliates, with all membership rights
except voting during the probation period.
4.3 If there is no national association of Olympic collectors in a particular nation, an individual
collector can still be part of the new organisation by joining one of the several nationally based
Olympic collector associations that operate internationally e.g. Society of Olympic Collectors,
Sports Philatelists International, IMOS.
5. What would be the Management Structure of the Organisation?
5.1 The new organisation should have a Board of five (5) members:
• President
• 2x Vice Presidents
• Treasurer
All the above elected by the membership, and
• An IOC Nominee.
5.2. Depending upon availability of funding, a person may be employed to perform administrative
tasks, and manage the office on a day-to-day basis, but this person would have no executive
authority.
5.3 Subject to 6.3 below, Board members would be elected for a period of four years.
5.4 A quorum for the Board is three members, and Board decisions will be valid when approved
by a majority.
6. How Would the Board be elected?
6.1 Voting would be on the basis that each member association has one vote; the same principle
as applies in the Olympic Movement.
6.2 Elections would be for Board membership and, once elected, the Board members would elect
the specific office-holders.
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6.3 Elections would be conducted every two years at a General Assembly. With the exception of
the first election, Board members would be elected for four years. At the initial election, two
Board members would be elected for four years and two Board members for two years, in order
to provide for regular rotation while at the same time ensuring continuity.
6.4 Elections would be conducted by votes cast personally at a General Assembly meeting, and
by postal/electronic vote for those unable to attend.
6.5 Votes will be valid if a quorum of 50% +1 has participated.
7. How Could the Constitution be changed?
7.1 The Constitution could be changed only by decision of the General Assembly. Any proposed
changes to be sent to the secretariat six months prior to the General Assembly. A vote at a
General Assembly will be valid if 50%+1 of the members participate.
8. Under Which Law Would a FICO Operate?
8.1 To ensure close collaboration with the Olympic Movement and IOC, the new organisation
should be established under Swiss law and have its registered office in Lausanne.
9. What would be the potential revenue?
9.1 The Working Group identified the following potential sources of revenue/resources to fund its
operations:
• Membership fees
• Sales of souvenirs
• Grants from IOC
• Support from sponsors and NOCs
9.2 Membership fees on a sliding scale, according to size (number of individual members) of
each member association, are proposed. An example of such a fee scale is:
Number of Individual members Annual Fee (euro) per association
3-20 50
21-50 100
51-100 140
101-200 260
201+ 320
It is estimated this scale of fees would produce an income of approximately 3000 euro p.a.
Member associations would raise the funds from fees paid by their own individual members.
9.3 If the new organisation was formally recognised by the IOC, there would be the opportunity
to produce special souvenirs bearing Olympic marks which could be sold to raise revenue or
given to individual members of member associations to recognise increased membership fees.
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9.4 Grants from the IOC could be sought for specific purposes, such as provision of
administrative support, establishment of a web site, production of a publication, holding a
seminar, etc.
10. What are the Potential Costs?
10.1 The costs depend on the level of activity undertaken. The Working Group identified three
broad levels of operation:
(a) Minimum/Basic: where the organisation exists and relies exclusively on volunteer resources.
This achieves formal recognition and status but the organisation would be unable to do more
than very basic communication via a web site. It is estimated this would cost approximately 3000
euro p.a.
(b) Medium Level: where the organisation conducts a web site as an active focal point for twoway communication between all member associations. This would require employment, on a part
time basis, of an administrative person and web site operational costs. It is estimated this would
cost an additional 18,000 euro above the minimum level.
(c) High Level: where the organisation conducts the activities in (a) and (b) plus undertakes a
publications programme and conducts other activities such as exhibitions/seminars. etc. The
costs would vary with the type of activity undertaken.
11. What Would be the Relationship With the IOC?:
11.1 For a new organisation to be effective it needs to be formally recognised by the IOC, in a
similar manner to which the Society of Olympic Historians is recognised.
11.2 Formal recognition would involve a documented agreement which sets out the rights and
obligations of each party. This might include the right to use Olympic marks in certain clearly
defined circumstances. It might also include the right (on a no-obligation basis) of FICO to apply
for specific purpose grants from the IOC.
12. Next Steps?
12.1 The Working Group is seeking the views, by 31 August, of existing F.I.P.O members, and of
other Olympic collecting associations, vis-à-vis this Report. It will also seek the views of the IOC
Philately, Numismatic and Memorabilia Commission (Collectors' Commission).
12.2 These views will be considered by the Working Group and, where appropriate, the Report
amended to reflect them. This should be completed by October 2011.
12.3 By December 2011, a Final Report will be sent to the IOC.
12.4 The objective is to have collector organisations vote on the new statutes and the election of
office-holders within the first half of 2012.
Jean Pierre Picquot Roman Babut Robert Farley Thomas Lippert Mark Maestrone
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Annecy, Olympic Candidate 2018
The candidacy of Annecy as host for the XXIII Olympic
Winter Games has been promoted by a number of items.
Stickers, including the design illustrated have been
produced,
Postal stationery PAP envelopes have also been available
on a regional basis from pot offices, the attractive designs
include:
Downhill skiing; Ski jumping; Ice dancing;
Cross county skiing; Acrobatic skiing; and
Ice hockey.
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Annecy 2018
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An example of the Ice hockey PAP envelope, used on 9th February, 2011 to
commemorate the visit of the 1.0.C, Evaluation Commission.
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Franking meter impression from 'Piste Olympique de la Plagne / La Roche / 73210 MACOT LA
PLAGNE', the proposed venue for bobsleigh and luge within the Annecy bid, utilising the
facilities created for the 1992 Albertville Olympic Winter Games.
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Top: Downhill skiing PAP stationery envelope (over cancelled by the 'CHAMONIX MT BLANC /
Ville Olympique 1924' meter impression).
Below: The illustrated vignettes from the remaining PAP stationery envelopes.
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Two of the postcards published in support of the Annecy bid.
Top, published by A.F.C.O.S. (The F.I.P.0 representative in France),
Bottom, published by HAUTE SAVOIE - Mt Blanc tourism.
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Annecti 2018

Beijing Torch Relay - A local item
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Light the Passion, Pass on the Dream

People Of the Stork City Warmly Welcome the Sacred Flame of the Olympic Games
(Note of translator: cranes or storks are symbol of longevity, the City of Qiqihaer, in the
northwest of China is well-known for its storks and cranes.)
Beijing Olympic Games is the age-old expectation and dream of the 1.3 billion Chinese people.
The torch relay is one of the important events of the Olympic Games. The torch carries with it
friendship and harmony . The city of Qiqihaer is one of the cities where the torch travels inside
China. On July 13, the (anniversary of the) day China won its bid for the Olympic Games--July
13, 2001, the 6.5 million people of the Stork City welcome the arrival of the Beijing Games torch.
The route of the relay in the city is: the Central Square (where the Party and Governments
offices are)--Xinmin Avenue—Nunjiang Park--Nunjiang Dam--Peace Square--Zhonghua Road,
West--Scenic Area of the Laodong Lake--Cultural Square of the Laodong Lake
At 14:28 on May 12, 2008, a great earthquake of 8th magnitude shook Wenchuan in Sichuan
Province, the State Council decided that May 19 to May 21 are national mourning days to
express the deep sorrows for the dead compatriots in this great Wenchuan earthquake. The
relay of the torch will also stop during these 3 days. Thus, the date for the torch relay in the City
of Qiqihaer will be postponed to July 13, and the route of the relay will also be changed.
Planning and design by: Wang Xuequn and Zhang Dong
Total Number of printing: 1000
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Society of Olympic Collectors - An important survey
Your Society was founded for those with a primary Philatelic interest. There is a strong move to
broaden the appeal of SOC and other societies in the Olympic collecting and historical field to
be inclusive of members with an interest in memorabilia in all its forms. It would be a great help
if you could fill in the following questionnaire and provide us with a more detailed account of
your particular interest and collecting areas.
Name:
Please indicate your area of interest:
1) I am only interested in Philatelic items, including Postcards.
2) I am interested in Philatelic items, and other items of Memorabilia.
3) I am only interested in (non Philatelic) Olympic Memorabilia.
If you ticked either 2 or 3 above, please expand on your interests and collection further:I have an interest (int) or collection (col) in one or more of the following:a)

int ❑

Official Printed Paper material from IOC or NOC's

col

Including - Ticket, Programmes, Official Reports, Bid material and other Literature.
b)

Souvenirs

r7

col

int ❑

col

int ❑

col

int

Including - Mascots, Ashtrays, Spoons, Key rings, etc...
c)

Badges and Pins

Including - Official Olympic Badges, NOC Pins, souvenir Pins, etc...
d)

Medals and Coins

E

Including - Prize and Participation Medals, Souvenir Medals, Official National Issues of
Olympic Coins.
e)

Olympic Games Summer int ❑

f)

Period of Olympiads:-

col ❑

Winter int ❑

Ancient Olympic Games or early manifestations of sporting events int
Period 1894 - 1920 int ❑ col

❑

Period 1948 - 1972 int ❑ col n
A specific celebration of the Olympic Games:
g)

❑I

Period 1924 - 1944 int ❑ col

❑
❑

Period 1972 - 2018 int ❑ col 7
int ❑ col ❑

I have an interest in the following Sport / Group of sports eg. Aquatics, Athletics etc.
Sport / sports

h)

col ❑

int ❑ col

❑

Please indicate if there is any way in which you are prepared to assist in the running of
SOC, or if you believe that there is an area of OC that you think can improve members
knowledge and interests.
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London 2012, 'Coin cover' handstamps.
The programme of handstamps designed for use with 'coin covers' continues, and souvenir
covers utilising these handstamps have been produced.
The handstamp designs are only announced a few days in advance, so the most recent designs
are illustrated below.
Orders for covers will be serviced on a 'first come, first served' basis. To avoid excessive potage
and packing costs, orders will be despatched with or at the time of distributing orders for
Olympics Ill in August.
£0.88
X9UC CE8L
41%: rfr no.

.vc14•4e'44b.,.

I

A

Shooting

ROYAL MAIL
POrrA01 PAro OD

Pr Avon

24.03.11

24.03.2011 handstamp, Shooting - Woolwich. Matching SmartStamp
£0.88
C89L XX8C

II

A

ROYAL MAIL
PORACIe PAJO
Par ..ion

24.03.11

24.03.2011 handstamp. Goalball - Bedford. Matching SmartStamp.
.osalb°-•••••44..cv
26.05.2011
handstamp,
Boxing - Bethnal Green

26.05.2011
handstamp,
Taekwondo - Manchester

I
HS240311(G)
SS2011-3(2)
SS2011-3(A)
HS240311(S)
SS2011-4(2)
SS2011-4(A)
HS260511(B)
SS2011-5(2)
SS2011-5(A)
HS260511(T)
SS2011-6(2)
SS2011-6(A)

Goalball stamp
Goalball SmartStamp
Goalball SmartStamp
Shooting stamp
Shooting SmartStamp
Shooting SmartStamp
Boxing stamp
Boxing SmartStamp
Boxing SmartStamp
Taekwondo stamp
Taekwondo SmartStamp
Taekwondo SmartStamp

2nd class
Airmail
2nd class
Airmail
2nd class
Airmail
2nd class
Airmail
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Goalball pictogram h/s
Goalball pictogram h/s
Goalball pictogram h/s
Shooting pictogram h/s
Shooting pictogram h/s
Shooting pictogram h/s
Boxing pictogram h/s
Boxing pictogram h/s
Boxing pictogram h/s
Taekwondo pictogram h/s
Taekwondo pictogram h/s
Taekwondo pictogram h/s

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00
£1.50
£1.50
£2.00
£1.50
£1.50
£2.00
£1.50
£1.50
£2.00

All orders to Bob Wilcock please - as order form, page 96.

Cover SS2011-5(2)
Boxing SmartStamp
and handstamp.
London 2012 Iii*wram LOC( X; 2012

Cover HS260511(T)
Taekwondo stamp and
handstamp.
(Wirral Landon 2012 lictowaii.
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SOC - 2010-2011 Olympic Pictograms
Supplies are limited so sorry, not more than 2 of any one item per person

30 November 2010
HS301110(B) !Boccia stamp
SS2010-15(2) Boccia SmartStamp
SS2010-15(A) Boccia SmartStamp
HS301110(F) Football Stamp
SS2010-16(2) Football SmartStamp
SS2010-16(A) Football SmartStamp
01 February 2011
HS010211(H) Hockey stamp
S52011-01(2) Hockey SmartStamp
552011-01(A) Hockey SmartStamp

(Sheffield)
2nd class
Airmail

Shooting stamp
Shooting SmartStamp

SS20114(A)

Shooting SmartStamp

Postage

Total order
UK up to £30

Boccia pictogram his
Boccia pictogram his
Boccia pictogram his

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00 ."---- -----

(Wembley) Soccer pictogram Ws
2nd class Soccer pictogram h/s
Airmail
Soccer pictogram Ws

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00 ----------- ---------

(Blackheath) Hockey pictogram his
2nd class Hockey pictogram Ws
Hockey pictogram his
Airmail

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00

(Bisham)
2nd class
Airmail

Wtlifting pictogram his
Wtlifting pictogram h/s
Wtlifting pictogram h/s

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00

2nd class
Airmail

goalball pictogram h/s
goalball pictogram his
goalball pictogram h/s

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00 ------- ---------

2nd class
Airmail

shooting pictogram h/s
shooting pictogram h/s
shooting pictogram h/s

£1.50
£1.50
£2.00

H S 0 1 02 1 1 W Weightlifting stamp
SS2011-02(2) Weightlifting SS
SS2011-02(A) Weightlifting SS
24 March 2011
HS240311(G) Goalball stamp
SS2011-3(2)
Goalball SmartStamp
SS2011-3(A) Goalball SmartStamp
HS240311(S)
SS2011-4-(2)

Cost Number Total

'

£1.00

UK Over £30 (rag d)
Europe (Reg'cl)
World (registered) r

£5.50
£6.00
£8.00

Registered sendings will be in
collectable covers with Olympic
franktng

Total to Pay

Your Name & Address

Your e-mail
Your phone
Paltry PayPal to matathon societyofolympiccollectors.orq
Order by post from Bob Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Crescent, Brentwood, Essex, CM14 5ES
(UK cheques only, Euro or US$ cash by registered post only please - £1 = €1.25 or $1.6).

(

If you would like to join the Standing Order Service for S.O.C. souvenirs
including SmartStamps,
please contact Bob Wilcock as above.
The number of SmartStamp covers that we can produce is limited, and
some recent issues are selling out quite quickly.
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To Olympic Collectors
Re: 17th Olympic Collectors' World Fair
It is our pleasure to provide information for the 17th World Olympic
Collectors' Fair. The International Olympic Committee has awarded the
honor of hosting the Fair to the Olympin Collectors Club. The Club is the
largest Olympic collectors club in the world, and is based in the USA, with
members in 31 countries. As such, the Fair will be hosted in the United
States for the first time. The dates of the Fair will be 4-7 August, 2011 in
Chicago, Illinois. It will be held in conjunction with the National Sports
Collectors' Convention. The "NSCC" is the largest sports collectors' show
in the world. Last year there were about 1000 dealers and over 30,000
people attending. Our area will be within the larger show, with all our 100
tables in the same area.
We cordially invite you to participate in this great occasion. Included in the
four days will be an Olympic memorabilia auction (hosted by Ingrid O'Neil), a
banquet and possibly a reception.
For further details, please visit: www.olympinclub.com

U.S.;
44
Philatelic souvenirs are being planned for the 17th Olympic
Collectors' World Fair. The USPS are scheduled to attend
and use a commemorative handstamp.

ZAZZLE.COM

A limited edition stamp is also planned and whilst this is not
an official USPS issue, it has full potal validity.
One of our U.S. member has offered to service covers for
SOC members who are unable to attend.
Thoe interested in obtaining a postal used souvenir cover
should notify Bob Farley before 14th July.
Proposed stamp design.
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Olympic Games Memorabilia
Auctions
Want List Service
Appraisal Service
Exhibit Service
Always buying, selling & accepting consignments:
Torches, Winners' and Participation Medals,
Pins, Badges, Diplomas, Posters, Official Reports,
Programs, Tickets, Souvenirs.
Three Auctions per Year - Catalogs available.

Ingrid O'Neil
Sports & Olympic Memorabilia
PO Box 872048, Vancouver WA 98687 USA
Tel. (360) 834-5202 + Fax (360) 834-2853
www.ioneil.com + ingrid@ioneil.com
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