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We have taken the unusual step of issuing Torch Bearer without an Auction List - whilst 
appreciating that this may help your Christmas budget, please do set aside a sum to bid on the 
February Auction. 
Many of you will be aware that John, our Auction Manager has been committed to the 
organisation of a National Philatelic Exhibition (with far less help than anticipated). We trust that 
you will understand the effect of this committment on John's time. Normal service should be 
resumed in 2003. 

I have also given over the Front Page of this issue to a Rememberance of Franceska, which 
seemed apropriate so close to the anniversary of her passing. 

Apologies for the very 'modern' bias of this issue - 1940 and 1956 articles are already prepared 
for next year. 

A MERRY CHRISMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR MEMBERS 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE SOC 
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