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duplicate material. - The Auction Manager would be
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Olympic enthusiasts.
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FRONT PAGE
It has been a very hectic start to 2002. Reporst on the Norwegian Collectors Fairs, and a
first installment on the 2002 Olympic Winter Games appear in this issue.
The series of specialised articles on Melbourne 1956 compiled by Bob Wilcock with the
assistance / contributions of a number of Australian collectors takes a very detailed look
at the slogan postmarks from Perth.
This issue has actually been very difficult to produce because of the amount of topical (ie
current news) informationb available. I have also held back far more material than ever
before - to those who have contributed - I apologise for any delay in publishing you
submissions, but must express my gratitude that I am already able to plan the layout of
articles for both August and November to try and maintain a summer / winter, classic /
modern balance.
Disposal of Franceska's estate has commenced, and the majot philatelic items will
appear in a Kohler Auction on 25th May. The Society will be offering some of her library
and parts of her philatelic stock (some of those parts not included in her exhibit) on
behalf of the executors in this and future auctions.
One very worrying trend seems to have developed over the last three years. A
number of dealers from Australia are making use of the World Wide Web and
online auctions to offer material that has a very suspect provenance.
See BUYER BEWARE! The covers in question are heavily illustrated to honour
medallists (although strangely all dated the 8th February regardless of event).
The following extracts from emails should illustrate the problem:
email to high bidder before auction close ' Just thought that you might like to know that the Salt
Lake Covers you are bidding on do not have USPS postmarks (if you look they do not have zip
codes or office name). The 'cancel' is just a private handstamp or more likely computer print,
probably created by the seller'.
Thomas Lippert (IMOS) and Mark Maestrone (SPI) were copied in, and Mark contacted the seller
suggesting that descriptions should be worded to make clear that these are not US covers.
USPS were also copied, and have referred the matter to Washington (which I understand is
code for 'too difficult).

email from the bidder 'These covers were "cancelled" by the Australian Olympic postal
administration at Salt Lake City. The producer of these covers who was present at the
cancellation said he did not use the Winter Games Stamps because he did not like their design.
Five covers were produced for each Gold Medallist...'
It would appear that the producer has identified a new member of the UPU with authority to
deface US stamps! See the illustration with BUYER BEWARE.
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SALT LAKE CITY - YOUR FREE GIFT

With this issue, you all benefit from the legendary ability of Kenny our librarian to seek
out Olympic postcards wherever they may exist or originate.
Kenny foud a copy of your enclosed gift, and contacted the publishers, People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals, after an exchange, an arrangement was reached
whereby the publishers would benefit from distribution of their card to a group with a
definite interest in the Olympic movement, and the SOC membership would be recipients
of a collectable postal item for the Salt Lake City, Olympic Winter Games.
The text on the card is self-explanatory, in soliciting recipients to either support a petition
against the the holding of a rodeo as part of the Olympic Arts Festival, or to write direct
to either the Salt Lake City Organising Committee or the International Olympic
Committee, expressing concern about the cruel treatment of animals at such events.
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TOKYO 1964 - A CYPRIOT MYSTERY?
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Alan Ferguson is a member of the Cyprus Study Circle who is particularly interested in
the Republic of Cyprus, 1964 Olympic Games miniature sheet and stamps - 10m, 25m,
75m and varieties of this issue.
Alan asks if any of us as 'experts' on the Olympic theme can help unravel the mystery of
the illustrated miniature sheet {SG 248a}.
On the 25m. stamp, the grey-blue and brown plates appear to have moved to the 'southeast' (right and down).
Anyone who can help with information on this variety or any other varieties on this issue
please forward details to the editor.
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REVIEW OF MAGAZINES WITH OLYMPIC INTEREST
JOURNAL OF SPORTS PHILATELY.
Volume 40 Number 3, was issued just prior to the Salt lake City Olympics and contains
up to date information on Olympex 2002 at the City & County Building, including the
display of Winners Medals, Olympic Torches, participation medals, coins, mascots and
posters from each of the Olympic Winter Games. It also features details of the Olympic
trade Fair, the Olympic Cancel programme and where and how to obtain the cancels.
Continuing the Olympic Winter Games theme, an article on the Greatest Alpine Ski Racer
of all time, covers a number of candidates for this honour and each is illustrated by a
postage stamp. Looking further ahead than Salt Lake City, an article on the first 2008
Beijing stamp issues, following the award of the Games last July.
Other articles include World Championship tennis Autographs and Cancels, and the
stamp designer, Hannes Margreiter.

Volume 40 Number 4 has a personal view of the Salt Lake City Winter Olympic Games.
Olympex 2002 which was visited by over 87,000 visitors including 1,100 school children
(future Olympic Collectors, hopefully). Olympex 2002 was complemented by a display
from the IOC Museum in Lausanne. The arrival of the Olympic Torch, the various
Olympic pictorial cancels, which increased in number as the Games progressed, and the
visits to the various Post Offices to obtain them were some of the memories along with
watching the Opening ceremony eating Bratwurst, the arrivals and departures of various
members of the SPI/SOC contingent, watching the events and obtaining autographs of
the competitors.

Part One of the Philatelic Items of the 2002 Winter Olympic Games reports on the use of
Self Inking and rubber with wood handle cancels, the Pictorial Olympic cancels and the
discovery of the Inverted Die-Cut Olympic Stamps (see article in Torch Bearer).
Looking back to 1928, an article on the background to three letters written by American
Water Polo Team member Joseph Farley. The accommodation for the American Olympic
team was the Ocean liners that brought them to Amsterdam.
Non-Olympic sports include Legendary Playing Field Baseball Stamps, The Czech
Athlete Jaroslav Drobny who excelled at both Ice Hockey and Lawn tennis.

Available from Margaret A. Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63109
U.S.A.
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ATHENS 2004 - NEW ISSUES
The Hellenic Post Office seem to be indicating an active philatelic programme during the
run up to the XXVIII Olympic Games. (It appears that they are well ahead of the
construction programme, if media reports are correct).
The following issues have recently taken place:

December 5, 2001
Olympic Games, Athens 2004
Miniature sheet
1200 Dr. (€3.52). 'Swimmer' from ancient depiction.
The bulletin announcing the first Olympic issue of 2002, contains the following comments
on the selection of designs, by Petros Linardos, a Sports Historian: 'Greece was the first
country to produce such a (Olympic) set in 1896, to mark the revival of the Games in
Athens. It is only natural that in its current stamp issuing programme, Hellenic Post
should give priority to the road to 2004, Olympia, the ancient Olympian games and the
broader meaning of sport, as it is expressed and depicted with the chisel and the brush
in wonderful works of art, sculpture and pottery. Examples of these works can be seen
on the five stamps in the commemorative set. They express the ancient Greek
philosophy of sport, and show the admirable talent of great artists, masters and priests of
the Olympic spirit.'
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Olympic Games, Athens 2004
March 15, 2002.
€2.05 Doryphoros of Polycleitos'.
€0.41 'Running competition'.
€2.35 Weightlifting'.
€0.59 'The charioteer'.
€0.80 'The javelin thrower'.

Miniature sheet
€5.00
The crypt of the ancient stadium of Olympia'.
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FLORIDA 2012
Scans provided by B Hammond

Illustrating the San Francisco 2012 'Bid' postcard brought some healthy responses from a
number of you with photocopies of other material for 2010 - 2112 candidates. The prepaid envelope above and the three pins illustrated promote the bid by Florida to secure
US Olympic Committee support.

BUYER BEWARE!
The illustrated cancel is taken from a recent illustration of a
cover on ebay (online auction).
The 'postmark' reads SALT LAKE CITY / 8th February /
2002 / WINTER OLYMPICS. It originates in Australia.

Contact with the high bidder, led them to contact the
vendor who provided justification for the cancellation.
In the knowledge that USPS were instructed to
withdraw a cancel that had not been approved this
cannot be true.
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TORCH BEARER ON CD-ROM

CONTENTS — Torch Bearer 2000 - 2001

all

summer GAMISI
ry I
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ociety of Olympic Collectors

rn

.40

r4F321.1019

.1i
Now

Torch Bearer 2000 and Torch Bearer 2001
Plus

1999 articles on Sydney 2000
Henley Exhibition Programme (superb rowing articles)
Full New Issues listing
Most illustrations in colour
(including some not in the printed articles for lack of space)

All on one CD for just £3.00 post paid
(£4.00, €7.00 Europe, £5.00, US$8, AUS$13
worldwide airmail)
Written in Microsoft Word 2000 for Windows 95 onwards -*XP
Order now from

Bob Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Crescent, Brentwood, CM14 5ES
(Apologies to those who ordered the disk in advance
that it was not with February's Torch Bearer,
and to Mac users: we are exploring pdf
for next year's disk)
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MELBOURNE 1956 SLOGANS - PART 2 - PERTH
By Bob Wilcock, Brian Whittaker & Tom D'Arcy
The first article, published in the February Torch Bearer, gave a general introduction
identifying the nine towns and cities where the Olympic slogan was used, and the
intended dates of use. Some indication of the different dies was given. This article will
illustrate and explore the use of the different dies in Perth.
Perth jumped the gun — die P2 used with dater 14d(1) at
1-PM on 30 November 1954 — one day early!

For Perth, sterling work has been done by Brian Whittaker and published by the Western
Australia Study Group. The three of us have now worked together to update, correct and
extend Brian's original work. Several hundred slogans have been examined and
recorded to enable us to build up a comprehensive picture of the use of the Olympic
slogan in Perth. We have been able to look not only at Olympic slogans and the dates of
their use, but also Brian's extensive collection of other postmark slogans to demonstrate
the dates the Olympic slogan was not in use.
It is a far more comprehensive record than that available for any other town, and far more
comprehensive than most collectors will want! Brian has devised a simple check-list that
we expect most collectors will find useful to work with. The full detail is published for the
record, but also to enable collectors to take almost any cover and identify the slogan die
at a glance just by looking at the date of use.
Method of Manufacture
First a look at how Australian dies were manufactured at the time. Up until the 1960s
they were engaved by hand, and the principal contractor was H.C. Horton of Melbourne.
A master die was cut, and this was used with a pantograph to draft the lettering and
illustration onto the blanks before they were engraved. It was probably a single
pantograph, but the very close similarity of some dies makes one wonder whether a
double pantograph may have been used. The accuracy of reproduction from the master
will depend upon the skill and dexterity of the person using the pantograph. Producing
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the lettering involved lifting the pantograph, and no matter how skilled the worker it is
inevitable there will be differing forms of the letters, differing gaps between them, and
differing alignments of the words. In examining and classifying the dies we have looked
principally at vertical alignment. Slogans can stretch horizontally by several millimetres
according to how tightly they are set in the machine, and the thickness of the envelope
being cancelled, so horizontal differences are less reliable indicators.
The Perth slogan dies
There were 3 principal cancelling machines in Perth, and 3 Olympic dies were issued. It
seems that two of the machines were used for ordinary mail, one of which was primarily
for mail posted at the GPO itself (and with GPO in the dater). The third was set up for
prepaid bulk mail. This makes sense, given that 'PAID' cancels were always struck in
red. There were also two reserve machines used principally in the Christmas period (but
not with Olympic dies in 1954 or 1955), but also in February 1956 (Dies P1 and P2
appear to have been used on reserve machines in this period). With rare exception (for
example when a repair was needed) both regular machines will have been used every
weekday. One or both may have been used on Saturdays; Sunday use is rare. The prepaid bulk mail machine may not have been used every weekday: for example only one
example is known with the 'PAID' dater in the first period of use from 30 November 1954
to 7 December 1954, and that is dated 1 December. Die P1 (WASG 76-1) was used on
this occasion. The only other time it is recorded on the PAID machine was 31 August
1956. Die P3 (76-3) was used on 5 January 1955. Die P2 (76-2) was fitted in April and
May 1955. From the end of June 1955 to July or August 1956 Die P3 (76-3) was used in
the PAID machine. The Olympic die was only used at intervals, and it will have been
taken out and put back several times. None-the-less it is probably no accident that the
same die was fitted, it will after all have been red from the ink. There was more chopping
and changing of the 'black' dies P1 and P2, but, as menioned above, die P1 was back in
the PAID machine on 31 August 1956, and then P2 at the end of November 1956.
The 3 Olympic Dies
The three dies have been allocated numbers 76-1, 76-2, and 76-3 by the Western
Australia Study Group, and P(erth)1, P2, and P3 for SOC listing. They are described and
illustrated below, using actual examples. The dater numbers are those allocated by
WASG, and are retained by SOC. More detail of them is given after the listing of Olympic
dies.
The first group of slogans illustrates the 3 dies together, all life size (on the printed page,
141% on CD-ROM). They have been aligned by the upright of 'L' of 'OLYMPIC' (the first
dotted line). At this point they are very similar, but the line just bisects the 'N' of
'NOVEMBER' on P1, but hits the second upright on P2 and P3.
The second dotted line shows more marked differences: the key difference is the 'R'
over 'B': for P1 the 'R' ends almost exactly over 'B', for P2 the 'R' is between 'B' and
`0', and for P3 the 'B' is just ahead of 'R'. The relative positions of the 'C' of 'OLYMPIC'
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are misleading. The die P2 is 48mm, and P3 looks much longer. This is all down to
horizontal stretch. Another example of P2 is 55mm in length, much the same as the P3
in the illustration.

PI
301,

El.

U

P2

P3
I4d(2)

The short solid lines indicate other key differences; they are set out in the table below, a
listing of the key differences rather than every difference:
P1: O of OLYMPIC is oval
22 — both numerals are the same height
M of MELBOURNE starts beneath end of 0
L of MELBOURNE — the upright is between MB
R of NOVEMBER ends flush with B of MELBOURNE
E at end of MELBOURNE ends below the start of the M of DECEMBER
P2: O of OLYMPIC is round
22 — the first 2 is taller
M of MELBOURNE starts beneath start of 0 and is under OV
L of MELBOURNE is under M of NOVEMBER
E of NOVEMBER is above E of MELBOURNE
R of NOVEMBER ends at start of 0
E at end of MELBOURNE ends in line with the end of the E of DECEMBER
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P3: O of OLYMPIC is rounded
22 is lower set
M of MELBOURNE starts beneath end of 0 of NOVEMBER
L of MELBOURNE — the upright aligns with the upright of B of NOVEMBER
E of NOVEMBER ends before E of MELBOURNE
R of NOVEMBER ends just before B of MELBOURNE
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It is easy to identify P2 from the posi ion of M of MELBOURNE beneath OV of
NOVEMBER. P1 and P3 are more difficult to differentiate. The 2 examples above are
intended to assist. They are both dated 18 APR 1955, and show different daters: this is
a sure sign of different dies, with only a couple of isolated exceptions. A key feature is
the position of the upright of the L under MB, also R over B, and D of DECEMBER over
R of MELBOURNE: on P3, the upper example above, the D is noticeably further ahead.
P3 was placed above P1 because the slogan had slipped downwards; compare it with
the first example dated one day later where it has been set back to the proper position.
P3 is the least used die, it is speculation, but perhaps the reason is because it did not fit
so well into the machines.
Date Case Dies
The various daters found with Olympic slogans are illustrated on the next page. The
numbering is that used by the Western Australian Study Group. The 'PAID' daters,
36b, 36c and 36d are always struck in red. The order of date and time slugs varies from
day to day, and while interesting, is of no particular significance.
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14c:

Note shape of P. In service from April 1954, but seems to be a reserve
dater once 14d(1) & (2) were introduced from October 1954. It is
recorded with the Olympic slogan in August and September '55, and
briefly in February and August '56 after which it was withdrawn from
service.

14d(1) & (2):
these are not different states of a single dater, but two virtually
identical daters cut at the same time; you will see that the shape of the
lettering is subtlety different. They were probably made for a particular
machine for we have no record of both being in use on the same day.
14e:

was introduced in September '56 and was used with P1 at that time, then
P3 for the final week of use in November. The letters of 'PERTH' are
more widely spread out.

15a:

was introduced in January '56 with P2, was used for a week in April with
P1 then P2, May with P2, June with P1

17a, b & c: are distinguished from 14 by the 'GPO' at each side. Only one
example of 17b used with P3 is recorded (2 December 1954). 17c is
reported with an Olympic die throughout 1955, then 17a for just a week
in January 1956.
18c:

was used with one or other Olympic die throughout 1956

36b:

is recorded with P1 on 1 December 1954. It may have been in use throughout
that week, but no other example is currently known. The lettering is narrow, and
PERTH is 16mm long

36c:
was probably brought into service on 4 January 1955, but is first recorded on 5
January. It was the 'PAID' dater until January '56. PERTH is 10.5mm long.
36d:

was in use from February '56. 'PERTH' is 13.5mm long. The PAID dies were
used consecutively, so the date defines the die.

PERLii

P
A ERCH

20 SCE'
i954 I

4 3,APi12 FEB
1955

ViESEAUST

WESTAUST,

7 -PM

Type I 4c

PERT
'4 T&
19 APR

PERTH
1

IYEST. Ail

Type 14a(1)

Type Illic1(2)

62

5 1.R.-`

11

JAN'
1957

WESt 1 UST_
Type 14e

PERTH

PERTH

PERTH '

"Ii1DAN
28 JU3i
1956

G 2 -Pit G
P 5 AILS P
O 1954 0

p

WA.AUST

WEST.AUST.

G 2 --Pn G
2APR P
1962. 0

WESIAU ST
•

Type 15a

Type 17a

PERTH.
G
P

O

Type 17c

Type 17h

PERTH
w.h.
28 JAN
1955

PERTti
W A.

PAID

PAID

4190( 6
SEP p
' 956 0

24

\

WA.AUST
Type 18c

21 mcti

i956

Type 36c

Type 36d

Collectable Combinations

In all, the Olympic dies can be found in combination with 12 date cases, and in total there
are 27 collectable combinations:
Date Case

Slogan Die P2

Slogan Die P1

Slogan Die P3

14c

V

,/

v

14d(1)

V

V

v

14d(2)

V

v

14e
15a
17a
17b
17c
18c
36b
36c
36d

v

,/

.7
V
.7

v
v

.7
V
V
V

V

,/

v

v

V

v

V

s/

The first challenge for the collector is to obtain examples of all 3 dies. P1 and P2 should
not pose too great a challenge, but P3 is potentially quite difficult because it was used for
ordinary mail only in the period December 1954 to May 1955, and from August to
November 1956. The rest of the time it was in the PAID machine. Collecting all the
different deters will not be easy, but it does give you visually different daters to look out
for. Only avid collectors like Brian can aspire to all 27!
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Inverted Slogans

All 3 dies are known slipped in the machine (see P3 illustrated earlier). Human error will
however be responsible for P2 being inverted: examples are known on 21 February 1956
(illustrated) and 15 August 1955 (with 14d(2) being the dater on both occasions).
Detailed Dates of Use
The table on the following page is a detailed summary showing current knowledge of
which die was used with which dater during each period of use. Examples have not
been seen for every single day, but in general it is clear that dies were intended to be
used in each of the three machines for periods of a week or 8 days. Technical problems
clearly caused changes on occasion; February 1956 is particularly interesting. Blank
cells do not necessarily mean no usage, just none known; question marks indicate
suspected use for which there are currently no examples recorded. Can you fill any
gaps?
10 April 1955 use of 14d(1) with P1 is unexpected - cancelling a British stamp!

P t ti 1 H .
8 -HI
10 APR

OLYMPi
22 !.10VEMI3

WESTAUST:!i„
Late use — 28 November 1956
Just as Perth introduced the Olympic
slogan a day early, so
they forgot to take it
out by the end of the
day on 27 November
1956:
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P1

Period of use
Official Dates
1954:
1-4 December
1955: 2-8 January or
9-16 January
20-26 February
3-9 April

15-21 May
26 June - 2 July
21-27 August

24-30 Sept'ber

Actual Dates
30 Nov

1-7 December
4-7 January
None reported
5 April
6 April
7-10 or 11 April
11 or 12 to 26 April
19-26 May
27-30 June
1 July
2-4 July
15 Aug
16-17 Aug
19 Aug
20-21 Aug
22-24 Aug
25-30 Sept

20-26 November

23-28 Nov
10-17 Jan

21-27 February

21 Feb

1956:

22 Feb
23-24 Feb

4-10 April

16-22 May
26 June - 3 July
8-14 August

25 Sept - 1 Oct
21-27 November

17c
?
14d(1)
17c
17c
17c
14d(2)
?
17c
14d(2)
?
17c
14c
17c
17a

18c then
15a ,7pm+
18c all day
15a at 5pm

36c?
36c?
36c
36c
36c
14d(2)
17c
14d(2)
14d(2)
17c
?
14c
17c
14d(1)
15a
14d(2)
14d(2)
14d(2)

18c
18c
15a
14c
36d
14e
18c

18c
36d?
36d?

28-29 Feb
4 April
5 April
6-9 April
10 April

14d(2)
15a
15a
15a
15a

14d(1)
14d(1)/17c
17c?
14d(2)
14d(2)
36c?
36c?
36c?
36c?
36c?
36c
36c?
36c?
36c
36c?
36c

(inverted 2pm)

14d(2)
14c 4.30am
15a 5pm
18c 5.30pm
14c
18c
18c
18c
18c then
15a 3pm
15a
15a
18c
18c

14d(2)

28 November

P3

Dater used with Olympic Die
14d(1)
?
?
17b
14d(1)
36b
17c
36c
14d(1)

25 (& 26) Feb
27 Feb

11-12 April
16-23 May
25 June - 2 July
27-28 Aug
29 Aug
30-31 Aug
26 Sept - 2 Oct
21-27 November

P2

36d

14d(1)

36d
36d
14c
18c
14e
14e

It is very difficult to explain all the complexities in February 1956. At 5pm on 23 & 24
February it appears dater 15a may have been put in the Perth GPO machine to cancel
non-GPO mail, perhaps because of exceptional volumes.

LY
(

22NOVEMBER

--MELB

PERTH
&-rpt
27 FEB
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This illustration shows P2 used with dater 14c at 4.30 a.m., and change of dater to 15a at
5 pm — and by 5.30 pm die P2 had been switched to the GPO machine with dater 18c!
Note also the different lengths of the Olympic die — 50mm on the top strike, 52mm below
— you can see some of the stretch at the right.

Our coverage of the use of the Olympic slogan in Perth is more comprehensive by far
than for any other town — please help us fill gaps for all towns — even Perth — Please
send copies or scans of slogans in your collection to Bob Wilcock, 24 Hamilton
Crescent, Brentwood, CM14 5ES,

bobtowlard.freeserve.co.uk
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The Norwegian Olympic Collectors Fairs 2002
David Buxton
The first three months of 2002, have been a paradise for Olympic Memorabilia Collectors,
providing plenty of opportunities to add to our collections. In January the 3rd Olympic
Winter Games Collectors Fair was held in Lillehammer and in March, Oslo hosted a fair
and celebration to mark the 50th Anniversary of the 1952 Oslo Games.
January also witnessed the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the 1992 Winter Olympics
at Albertville and the Salt Lake City XIX Olympic Winter Games were held in February.
The Albertville Celebrations were reported on in Torch Bearer Volume 19 Issue 1 and the
Salt Lake Games will be covered in this and future issues. In this article we review the
two Norwegian Fairs.
The Lillehammer Fair was held over the weekend of 18th to 20th January in the Hakons
Hall (scene of the Ice Hockey in 1994) and now the Olympic Museum. This has always
been a friendly and sociable gathering and this year was no exception. Due to the many
other Olympic events being held, the numbers of dealer tables were less than previous
years, but the content and quality still remained high. Bob Farley and myself, made the
flight from Heathrow to the new Oslo International Airport late on the Friday morning, and
caught the train arriving in Lillehammer about 6.30 pm. We had just enough time to catch
the taxi, dropping Bob off at the Hotel to confirm our booking and for myself to get to the
Hakons Hall in time to register. The Fair opened on the Friday evening for the stall
holders (of which we were one) to set up and renew friendships. Bob arrived at the fair
and after a quick look around; we made our way back to the hotel for a coffee and some
snacks.
Saturday breakfast was another excellent buffet and we made our way to the fair. The
Norway Post Office, who produced two postcards to commemorate the 50th Anniversary
of the Oslo Games and a Cover for Salt Lake City, once again sponsored the fair and
they also provided a special cancellation service. Unfortunately this is the last year of
Norway Post Office's contract with the Olympic Museum and their support has been very
much appreciated by Olympic Collectors all over the World. Their presence has certainly
brought the collectors and philatelists to the Fair over the past three years and I hope that
they will continue to support the Museum and the Fair in some way in the future.
Once again, anything that had the Lillehammer Games or Coca Cola was in great
demand. My own postcards for the "50th Anniversary of the Oslo Games" and "
20.02.2002 " were also very popular, and our table had a constant flow of visitors during
the morning. There was a Gymnastic Competition in the Hall and during their events the
fair was frequented by a number of the young gymnasts, who seemed keener on the
Olympic Pins, than anything that we had to offer.
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The set of two postal stationery cards added to
the Norwegian Olympic Museum series for
2002.
The imprinted post paid design commemorates
the VI Olympic Winter Games on their 50th
anniversary.
The Salt Lake City logo also appears on the
reverse of the cards.

TARE PfIKIJE. POATO BE TACT

During the day, two of Norway's Gold Medallists from 1952 were present to sign
autographs. Hjalmar Andersen the winner of the 1500 m, 5,000m and 10,000m was
accompanied by Hallgeir Brenden the winner of the 18Km Cross Country event. I
obtained both their autographs on a variety of postcards for Bob and myself and gave
them both a copy of my own postcards. This exchange was photographed and appeared
in the local newspaper. The following day, Hallgeir Brenden approached me and gave me
a postcard of him, issued for the 1994 Games, which he had autographed.

SALT LAKE 2002

The Norway Post postal stationery envelope commemorating the Olympic Winter Games, Salt
Lake City. The design shows Ice Hockey and Figure Skating. The imprinted post paid design
depicts stars, with Olympic Rings in the background. Strangely the flap of the envelope is
ungummed.
The copy illustrated is a very personal memento of
visits to Lillehammer, Albertville and Salt Lake City (no
space left for Oslo!).

collectors
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The commemorative handstamp for the 3rd
International Winter Olympic Collectors Fair also acted
as a 'First Day' cancel for the postal stationery.
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Bob meanwhile was arranging with the Norway Post Office to cancel some of my
postcards on 20th February, which was my birthday, with a cancel from Lillehammer and
another from Oslo. I eventually received cancellations from the Lillehammer post office,
the Olympic Museum and Oslo. Our member Ragnvald Hansen also posted cards from
Oslo and this will form another article. We spent some time with Ragnvald, both at the
trading table and over cups of coffee, discussing our hobby and the particular aspects
that we collect. Other members in attendance were Eivind Dahle of the Oslo Pin Club,
who also had a trading table and we recruited Ian Downend, another member of the Oslo
Pin Club.
Trading died down a little in the afternoon as the Olympic Auction took place, which
allowed Bob and myself to get something to eat in the snack bar, and to look around the
museum. Two of our best purchases during the day, was a 20th February 1994 cover
commemorating Johann Koss's Speed Skating Gold Medal for myself and the poster size
postcard of the Closing ceremony in 1994 that Bob has been searching for to complete
his set.
Following the success of
last year's dinner, many
of the stall holders
gathered for an excellent
meal, which was followed
by Hallgeir Brenden
sharing some of his
memories of the 1952
Games, his career and
the time that he dated
Loren!
A
Sophia
challenge was then
issued for the first person
to grab the microphone
and tell a story. Bob was
the first up and narrowly
held of a strong challenge
to grab the 'mike' and tell
a true story from his visit
to Lillehammer for the
1994 Games. His prize
was a limited edition card
signed by both Andersen
and Brenden.

The limited edition
(1 of 5) card given
as a prize.
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A meeting between Champions
Hjalmar Andersen and liallgeir Brenden
Members of the Gold-Club

No. 1 of 5.
Special Edition

During the evening a number of stories were exchanged and in particular between Bob
and the Norway Post staff who had been present at the Lillehammer Games, recalling
memories of the 1994 Games. The evening then concluded with presents to those of us
who had travelled from outside Norway. Bob and I both received a Folk medal from 1994
with two bronze medals attached in recognition of Torvill and Dean, whilst the other
recepricant from Russia was weighed down with medals of every colour galore.
Sunday was a much quieter day from a trading point of view, but it gave Bob and myself
more time to spend in visiting the other stalls and talking with the other collectors and
traders. Bob's persistence paid off. In 2001, he had 'suggested' to the many pin traders
that they should keep the envelopes that they receive from sponsors and Committees
when they thet get responses to their requests for pins. Having reminded them on
Saturday, a number produced the goods on Sunday.
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A commercial, registered cover from the 'Beijing 2008' Bid Committee. The return
address has been handwritten in english. Franking is with a meter, and a label
confirming that it was opened for customs inspection has been added.
We had to leave the fair at lunchtime to catch our plane home, and we were already
looking forward to the next fair.
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The Celebrations for the 50th Anniversary of the 1952 Oslo Olympic Winter games, was
held on the weekend of 15th to 17th March. An early morning flight from Heathrow
enabled Bob Farley and Myself to arrive at the Oslo Town Hall, the venue for the
Collectors Fair and Exhibition at about midday. We had not booked a table on this
occasion, as we knew that we could not make the start of the fair and that we would not
be able to stay at the fair for the whole weekend. On arrival, we had a quick look around
the stalls and met some of our friends from the Lillehammer fair, including Eivind Dahle
who was one of the organisers of the Oslo event. Our first serious stop at a stall resulted
in some excellent cards, Bob being well pleased with some postcards from Seoul Games
in 1988, which neither of us had seen before. We had lunch in the staff canteen with
Svein Lie, one of our friends from the Lillehammer fair, and talked about our time in Salt
Lake City, and Svein told us about the coverage on Norwegian Television.
The afternoon consisted of looking around the stalls and
cancelling postcards and Covers with the special
pictorial cancel issued by Norway Post Office, including
purchasing a series of stamps that bore a more than
passing resemblance to the SOC Treasurer (well it was
a series of Norwegian Comedians — no comments
please).
We then decided that we should have a
look around the immediate Oslo area,
as it was a bright sunny day and we
had been told by Eivind that the local
stamp shop across the road was
expecting our arrival and had a stock of
Olympic Postcards and philatelic
material. We made some purchases at
the stamp shop and visited the
Information Centre, to obtain a map
indicating where our Hotel was situated.
I bought a copy of the Souvenir booklet for the 50th Anniversary and on discovering that
our Hotel was not too far away (15 minute walk) we telephoned to confirm our arrival. On
returning to the Town Hall we met up with Ragnvald Hansen, who had just finished work
for the day and who had arranged for us to visit his house for a cup of tea. Regnvald lives
by the mouth of the harbour and near the original Rowing Club Boat House.
The cup of tea, turned out to be a magnificent selection of open sandwiches and cakes
provided by Regnvald's wife, and we stayed late into the evening looking at some of his
collection, and talking about our hobby, the Society (Regnvald arrived from Norway for
the A.G.M.!) and the Games in Salt Lake City. We eventually caught the bus back to our
hotel, arriving just before midnight.
Our first visit on the Saturday morning was to the Norway Post Office Museum, which
was about 100 yards from our Hotel.
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Dn arriving at the Fair, I decided that I wanted time to examine the excellent displays of
Dslo material, which was owned by the City Council. It was a wonderful display of wall
langings with pictures and write up of all the major medal winners, tickets, programmes,
riedals and torches. There were many items that had been produced as souvenirs for the
3ames and a continuous film of the Games was also being shown.
During the morning, I finally gave in to temptation and purchased a book on the Oslo
James and another book on the Lillehammer Games, both of which I wanted for my
)ookshelf. It was not so much as to the cost, but the extra weight that I had to carry! Bob
lad the same problem when he felt that he could not refuse the special deal on the
gorway Post Office 1994 Collection. We once again met up with Regnvald who had
Nomised to take us to the Bislett Stadium which I had wanted to see, being both the
stadium for the 1952 Games and for major Athletic Track & Field events.
Sur journey to the Bislett Stadium took us past the Parliament Building, The University
)nd the Royal Palace. On arriving at the stadium, which unfortunately was closed, we
:ook some photographs, walked around the perimeter and enquired at the local shop for
some postcards, but without success. We managed to get a view of the inside of the
stadium through one of the gates, and satisfied that we had made the pilgrimage, we
.eturned via a coffee shop, to the main Street. Renvald caught his bus home and as the
'air would have closed, Bob and I decided to return to the hotel before venturing out for
an evening meal.
Ne considered that the weekend had been another successful Olympic venture,
.enewing friendships, obtaining some excellent material for our collection and viewing an
nformative and well presented exhibition.

OSLO
HOLMENKOLLEN
orymri,k

One postcard at the airport had a reference to Holmenkollen
Olympisk arena - a fitting find to end our visit for the 50th
Anniversary of the Oslo Games.
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SALT LAKE CITY 2002 - BRITAIN'S CURLING GOLD

Bob Wilcock
Great Britain had some bad luck in Salt Lake City, most publicly Ian Baxter's nasal
congestion, Alex Coomber's broken wrist that she kept secret until after the Games
(www.alexcoomber.com) the fancied men's curling team... but the outstanding success
of the Games was the women's Curling gold medal. The team of Rhona Martin,
Margaret Morton, Fiona MacDonald, Janice Rankin, and Debbie Knox had to battle all
the way to the final, and in a nail-biting finish they secured the Gold with the very last
stone! It was Great Britain's first Gold medal since Torvill and Dean's Gold in Sarajevo
in 1984.

Quick off the mark, Havering covers sponsored a Post Office handstamp on the first day
of issue of Britain's coastal landscape stamps, and have produced a Commemorative
cover:

Omit aritait I.

002 ()I•impi.:Ciolti N.1.1

Congratulations to our Golden Girls

1130).1:7,tYvey

This is available from Havering Covers, 24 Garry Way, Romford, Essex, RM1 4YX
The price is £5 (€8, US$7.50) with a single stamp, £15 (€24, US$22.50) with a block of
10 stamps, and £25 (€40, US$37.50) signed by all five of the team. Postage is £1 (€2,
US$2.50) per order. Payment in €uros or dollars in notes only please.

Daley Thompson's
decathlon Gold in 1984
was commemorated
by a Havering cover.
Copies are still available
at £12 (€20, US$18),
address as above.

711,tWittlinS
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DALEY THOMPSON
The Beagles congratulate Daley Thompson Olympic decathlon champion
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LONDON 1948 - POSTAL RATES

submitted by John Crowther

The following details of postal rates are taken from THE
POST OFFICE AT YOUR SERVICE INFORMATION FOR VISITORS
OLYMPIC GAMES 1948'.
The illustrations are also taken from the brochure.
As telephone services were part of the General Post
Office, the brochure includes information on telephone
and telegram charges.

NFORMATION FOR
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Postal, Telephone and Telegraph Facilities for
the XIVth Olympiad
There will be a Post Office in the Wembley Stadium grounds
for the transaction of all classes of post office business and a
special postmark will be put on letters posted in certain
marked boxes in the grounds.

Special commemorative stamps 2'/2d., 3d., 6d. And Is. Will be on sale at all Post Offices.
(Commemorative stamps have been issued in Great Britain on only eight previous occasions since
the world's first postage stamp was issued in this country in 1840.) Special commemorative Air
Letter forms will also be available at the price of 6d. each.

A new telephone exchange - aptly named Corinthian - has been installed at Wembley, and there
will be a telephone network within the Stadium for intercommunication between officials
conducting the Gaines. Many call offices will be provided for visitors.
Teleprinter communication will link Wembley and other centres where Gaines are held.

Postage on Letters and Postcards for Abroad
It is important that the full postage should be paid on all letters, otherwise those receiving
them will be asked to pay twice the deficiency.
LETTERS
British Commonwealth, Territories
under British Trusteeship or
Mandate, British Post Offices in
Morocco and the Persian Gulf,
Burma, Egypt, Transjordan and
United States of America.

All other places abroad

POSTCARDS

Vhd. for the first
ounce and ld. for
each additional
ounce.

2d. For a single
card and
4d. For a reply
card.

3d. for the first
ounce and 2d. for
each additional
ounce.

2d. For a single
card and
4d. For a reply
card.
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PRINTED PAPERS
lo all destinations abroad:
For every 2 oz. (maximum 61/21b.)
.
1/2d.
-2anada and Newfoundland:
Certain newspapers and magazines are transmissible
to these destinations at a cheaper rate of postage.

Parcels for Places Abroad
The conditions under which parcels may be sent to countries abroad by the ordinary
parcel post service vary according to the country. The local Post Office will gladly
furnish necessary details.

Air Mail Services
The Air Mail leaflet, obtainable without charge at
Post Offices, gives full particulars of the numerous
Air Mail services to countries overseas.

t is simple to send a letter by Air Mail. Ordinary postage stamps to the requisite value should be
&fixed to the envelope and an Air Mail label should be put at the top left-hand corner.

3roadly speaking, the inclusive air postage rates for countries served by Air Mail are:-

4orth Africa, Egypt and Middle East

LETTERS
Per % oz.
6d.

POSTCARDS
3d.

'cast, West and South Africa, India
Ind Pakistan, Malaya, North, Central
Ind South America.

Per 1/2 oz.

1/0d.

6d.

A ustralia, New Zealand and China

Per 1/2 oz.

1/3d.

7d.

1st oz.

5d.

2'/2d.

Each additional oz.

3d.

Europe

(until 30 June inclusive)
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Air Mail Services (cont.)
* Europe
(from I July)

* Germany,
Poland and
Iceland
(from I July)

All letters and Postcards for European countries,
except Germany, Poland and Iceland, prepaid at the
ordinary rates of postage shown, will be despatched
by air or surface route, whichever offers the earlier
delivery. The payment of air postage will be
unnecessary and Air Mail labels should not be used.
An Air Mail label should still be put at the top lefthand corner of the envelope and air postage should be
prepaid at the inclusive rate of 41/2d. for the first ounce,
and 3'/2d. for each additional ounce, postcards 21/2d. each.

AIR LETTERS

Special Air Letter forms, price 6d. Each are obtainable at Post Offices and may be sent to most
countries overseas.

SECOND CLASS MAIL

Printed Papers, Commercial Papers, Samples, Small Packets and Blind Literature may be sent
by Air Mail to certain countries in Central and South America at a reduced rate of air postage,
namely 4d. Per half ounce.

Express Services and Messengers
Express letters can be sent at special rates.
At many Post Offices the services
of messengers are available at the
appropriate charge. For further
particulars see pages 56-64 of the
Post Office Guide
or apply at a
Post Office.

The services are not
available on a
Sunday.
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Postage on Letters,
Postcards and
Parcels for the British Isles

,etters and Packets not exceeding 2 oz. In weight .
or every additional 2 oz. Or portion thereof
'ostcards
Single : 2d.

21/2d.
%d.
Reply : 4d.

PARCELS FOR GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN ISLAND
Up to 3 lb.
3 lb. To 4 lb.
4 lb. To 5 lb.
5 lb. To 6 lb.
6 lb. To 7 lb.
7 lb. To 8 lb.
8 lb. To 15 lb. (maximum)

9d.
lid.
Is. Od.
Is. Id.
Is. 2d.
is. 3d.
Is. 4d.
PARCELS FOR EIRE

Up to 2 lb.
2 lb. To 5 lb.
5 lb. To 8 lb.
8 lb. To 15 lb. (maximum)

9d.
Is. Od.
is. 3d.
Is. 6d.

1 addition to information on the Postal, Telephone and Telegraph services, the brochure also
icludes;
ome Facts about the Post Office' - a brief history, and statement about the level of business
ansacted;
Invitation' - promoting guided tours for visitors at a number of principle Post Offices in
ondon;
.ist of Countries' - local times when 12 noon Greenwich time in London (to assist telephone
ii ers).
** WANTED ** WANTED ** WANTED **
XlVth Olympiad, London - 1948

Collector wishes to acquire
"Olympic Games - Special Issue of Postage Stamps"
pack issued by the printers, Harrison.
Please forward any initial offers to the Editor - address insude front cover
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SALT LAKE CITY 2002

The organising of our trip to the Salt Lake City Winter Olympic Games had been a
process taking over two years. Never before had we booked flights a year in advance, or
accommodation over ten months ahead. Obviously, this had been a very intermittent
task, a few days on flights, a day or two on car hire - several days on arranging
accommodation.

It was also to be a very different trip. Five of us were travelling from England, Brenda
and I, my daughter Sarah, David and Rennie Buxton. We would be in Salt Lake for the
duration of the Games, and the week preceeding them. We planned to share a property
with Mark Maestrone from California, Norm and Kathy Jacobs from Georgia - all of whom
would be in Salt Lake City for the first week of the Games. A late addition to the group
being Thomas Lippert from Germany, who could only join us for the week before the
Games and the opening day because of his employment.

Surprisingly, the 'easy' part for the English contingent was the booking of flights - the
dates we wanted at a reasonable price. The car hire proved trickier, undergoing a
number of changes, and constantly revoking details of our booking (generally downgrading the vehicle, offering money back), seriously threatening our ability to fit a group
of five with luggage into the one vehicle. We actually arrived at the hire desk in Salt Lake
City airport with three copies of hire agreements (same provider), with no indication 01
which was current!

Accommodation was the main purpose of our earlier visit in 1999 (after needing a
holiday!), but the potential leads we had did not produce any firm offers. Norm and Kathy
tend to spend a week in the Salt Lake area each winter for a skiing break, so they viewed
a number of properties early in 2001. It was easier for Mark and Norm to contact potential
homeowners because of the time difference, as a result of which our housing needs were
negotiated by them. We had a number of false starts, mainly as a result of the crazy
figures that are always mentioned in the local press of the host area to such a major
event - the expectations of homeowners had been raised, beyond all sensible levels. A
property was finally decided, with the added benefits of breakfast, and a 'live in maid',
(the owner's daughter).

Of course, there is one other requirement - event tickets. I took the easy route, Norm
applied for tickets in the USA, and added our requirements for two specific events having visited four previous Winter Games, I was wary about committing myself to
locations and dates, and aware that generally tickets would be available during the week
before the Games. David booked his and Rennie's tickets in the UK, and was allocated
the majority of his requests - a pretty full programme, with a diversity of events and
venues.
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Ieptember 11th certainly raised doubts in the mind of my daughter, and added some
nteresting' new routines to our passage through airport security - Brenda having a paper
lip confiscated as a weapon during a forage through her handbag, and all of us
tanding in lines for scanners with our footwear in hand. As we approached Salt Lake
;ity, with the sun about to set behind the Wasatch Mountains, the unspoilt, snow
overed terrain was an incredible sight, and a complete contrast to the City which
uddenly appeared.

Ve were there! Our 'holiday' was about to begin.

be car hire desk was our first adventure, predictably, they did not have the class of
ehicle booked. A short exchange, pointing to five sets of luggage and our group
einforced that a downgrade to a smaller vehicle was not acceptable, and we eventually
)ok possession of a four wheel drive Ford to seat seven (or as we proved, just capable
f five plus luggage).

Ve set off (first time in a column change, automatic vehicle), and following our directions
om a web-site map, headed for our temporary home. Either as a result of my trying to
nd controls on the car, or David's inability to read a map in the pitch dark (interior light
leing one of the elusive 'controls'), we did not take a direct route. Fortunately, from our
999 visit, I realised that we were off course, adjustments were made, and we eventually
rrived at the big red dot on our map (the location of the Zip code for our rental property).
Ve had not arrived at either the road name we were seeking, or any house number
/Rhin 3000 of that we were searching for. At this point, Lady Luck intervened - the only
ign of life, resulted in asking a teenager if he was aware of the address we were
eeking. The blank look of his friends and mother when consulted were not
ncouraging! One of his friends seemed to think that the address was near to his home,
nd a couple of telephone calls to other friends confirmed this. Fortunately, they were
bout to go out for the evening, and offered to lead us to 'our' road - the first sign of the
ind of welcome we would enjoy in Utah. The moral being: US Zip codes are now twoart, the first section leads to an area (our 'red dot' being the geographic centre of the
rea), the second section narrows to a small group of properties!

t the house, we met with Rita (our 'maid'), had a quick tour, and moved in. Thomas
tas expected at around 10:00 pm, so David and I watched television awaiting his arrival.
about 1:00 am, we left a note on the unlocked front door directing Thomas to his bed
Rita was not sure if they had a key to the front door as it was always left unlocked), and
Rtired.

call in the morning from Thomas confirmed that he had arrived, but had taken the
:afe' option of a taxi to a hotel nearer to the airport for his first night in case he was too
)te to get into the house. Thomas was directed to the TRAX, and arrangements made
) collect him. My new role of taxi driver was born.
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Thanks in part to Thomas's exploring nature, and the early night-time closure of Sal
Lake's public transport systems pre-Games, I was to become fairly knowledgeable abou
the layout of the City over the next week.

Our time before the opening of the Games gave an opportunity to visit the IOC Hote
(The Little America) before it became a secure area, and a number of Post Offices
particularly Park City Old Town which was destined to become a travel 'black-spot' with
non-resident vehicles virtually excluded. During this period, it soon became very eviden
that the philatelic opportunities would be very different from those expected.

In the remainder of this installment, I will concentrate on the changes to the philatelic
programme, and therefore our 'itinerary'.

The IOC Hotel - Little America (3rd and 4th February)

it tit
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Thomas, Mauritzio and I at the FIPO / USPS Booth {Photo Thomas Lippert}
Our visit to the hotel resulted in a meeting with Mauritzio Tecardi (FIPO), at the FIPO
USPS booth in the reception area.

Mauritzio informed us that they were expecting to have all of the handstamps available
at the hotel, plus a FIPO cachet. The handstamps included an additional design
'OLYMPIC PARTNERS'. A hand-out detailed the services available.
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POSTAL FACILITIES FOR THE OLYMPIC FAMILY HOTEL
1. Site:
Your postal facilities are located on the first floor, to the right of the
reception desk
2. Operation hours:
8: 30 a.m. to 4: 30 p.m.
3. Services available :
3.1 Ordinary mail service. The rate for different countries can be found in
annex I
3.2 Special cancellations of all event/sites: You may chose from many
cancellations, which can be found in annex II (starting on February
3.3 Swiss IOC postcards: Those postcards can be written here and will be
dispatched from Lausanne to all destinations worldwide. No
supplementary- payment required.
3.4 Various cachets cover. Before February 8th they will be cancelled by
the first day cancellations of the US stamps (January
3.5 Cachet cover for the 113 I.O.C. Session, with an additional Session
cancellation
3.6 Various covers with the TOC's own Service stamps.
4. Personalized philatelic items:
We can deliver postcards or covers with any photo (of yourself or another
member of the family). You may see samples at our site in the lobby.
Delivered within 24 hours. If you have any special wishes or orders,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
Phone: (801) 214.3817, (801) 214.3818
Cell: (801) 215.2993 (for urgent matters)
ANNEX I
Fax: (801) 214.3816
POST RATES
Philatelic Department of the I(X.:

Post-cards:

rhe appended Annex 1 was instrumental in
'causing problems for the postal staff at
'crossroads Mall.

USA
Canada and Mexico
other countries

$ 0.21
$ 0.50
$ 0.70

rhe postcards produced by the TOP
Sponsors were over standard size requiring
he postal rate for a letter. Many arrived at
'crossroads under-franked.

Letters:
(Up to 1.0 oz. or 30 gr.)
USA
Canada and Mexico
All other countries

$ 0.34
$ 0.60
$ 0.80
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The additional postmark,
OLYMPIC PARTNERS /
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Brief visits to Crossroads Mall and the Main Post Office (buying stamps in readiness)
simply allowed us to familiarise ourselves with routes around the Downtown area.

Park City Old Town Post Office (5th February)

Thomas, at Park City Old Town Post Office {Photo Thomas Lippert}

At Park City Old Town, we received confirmation that some of the special cancels would
be available there - others would be available at Snyderville Post Office (near to the
Olympic Park), and that the Main Post Office (Park City), would not have cancels. This
instigated questioning of other Post Offices about the use of special cancels.
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kt Park City Old Town, David purchased a number of sheets of the Winter Games
>tamps that were to lead to another discovery late the following evening.

'reparing covers on the evening of the 6th, in readiness for the Torch Arrival postmark
)11 the 7th, I ran short of stamps, and David duly obliged. I was using the printed top
nargin of the sheets, either to 'decorate some covers, or act as a seal to the flap. As I
)eeled off the margin from David's sheet I realised that something was different - it
;tarted to tear, which had not happened with other sheets.

Dr3 closer inspection, the die-cut that acts to seperate the stamps on these selfadhesive sheets continued about half way through the top margin. On previous sheets,
he top margin was not die-cut, but the bottom margin was cut through. David's sheet did
lot have any cut to the bottom margin. By comparing sheets it was apparent that this
;heel had been inverted when it was die-cut. A search through stock at a number of
Aces on the 7th did not produce any new copies, and I was concerned about having
)eeled off the majority of stamps from the 'discovery' sheet. Late in the evening, I found
another miscut sheet - and over our stay, we located a number of others.

Vlark Maestrone submitted our discovery to Linns, and an article appeared in March.
)avid credited as purchaser of the sheet, and I with the discovery. Scott have
::ommented that they may give catalogue status to the sheet and/or the top marginal
;trip plus the bottom marginal strip.

{Top} Detail of the die-cut into the
top margin.

{Bottom} Detail of the uncut bottom
margin.

PLATE
POSITION

Indicator from plate position 8

The sheets of Winter Games stamps have an
indicator in the bottom margin designating
their plate position. The miscut sheets have
been seen from positions 1, 2, 6 and 8. They
probably exist from all 9 positions confirmation of other positions would be very
welcome.
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Following the confirmation that Park City would have copies of the special cancels, we
embarked on an exercise of checking with all offices that related to the Zip codes on the
cancels if they would also have copies. This started a list of offices that would need to
be visited during the Games. Information was also sought about Olympic facilities such
as Olympex, The Collectors Fair, the Media Centre and the Athletes Village.

A list was established, with some questions about Provo, Ogden and the Olympic
Village remaining.

Then Thomas established that some Downtown Post Offices that did not relate to the
Zip codes on cancels may also have some cancels available - more questions (aided by
a USPS leaflet of Post Offices in Salt Lake City). Eventually the following list was
established. Two of these being late additions on the 7th. a temporary Post Office
'Torch Arrival Station', and on the 8th. Main Post Office - a chance visit by Mark and
Thomas.

Postal Facility
TORCH ARRIVAL STATION
OLYMPEX
LITTLE AMERICA
MIDWAY
PARK CITY OLD TOWN
PROVO
SNYDERVILLE
OLYMPIC VILLAGE
CROSSROADS
DOWNTOWN
FOOTHILLS
KEARNS
PIONEER
MAIN OFFICE
HUNTSVILLE
MT OGDEN

This list became our 'working list' for the
period of the Games.

Zip
Code
84199

All of the special cancellations had fixed
date 'daters' of 8th February, except for
the Torch Station fixed at the 7th.

77279
9922?

84049
84060
84061
84098
84098
84101
84101
84108
84118
84147
84199
84317
84403

Mailing on a specific date could
therefore be proven by three obvious
means:
(1) Additional cancel of the correct
date;
(2) Receipt of mailing;
(3) Franking with printed PVI label.
All of these options would give a
method of also determining the Office at
which mailing took place.

The visit to Main Post Office also produced another surprise. At other offices visited on
the 7th and 8th, cancellations were of a self-inking design. At Main Post Office they
were traditional wooden backed handstamps.

By the end of the 8th February, an occasional visit to a single Post Office to obtain all of
our cancellation needs (plus some persistance in managing mail into / out of the Athletes
Village, and the 100 Hotel), had developed into a need to visit an array of Post Offices
spread over nearly one hundred miles.
Added to which, very few of these would be accessible on Sundays.
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Nark had been enlisted to help with the mounting of frames for Olympex, resulting in a
-lumber of changes to plans. His trip to Salt Lake City in January to assist, led to
accreditation valid for the IOC Hotel (one access problem sorted), and an invitation to the
torch Arrival ceremony / Official opening of Olympex on the 7th February. It also
;hanged his arrival plans, so that he came to Salt Lake a few days early - helping to seek
)ut information in advance.

3n the 7th, my daughter Sarah and I headed for the City and County Building to witness
he arrival of the Torch, in the knowledge that there would be a postal facility at the very
east offering the Torch Station cancel.

Porch Arrival Station (7th February)

;rowds were gathering during the early evening - a free concert was in progress to
entertain the crowds anticipating the arrival of the Torch. WQe passed through the
>ecurity into the grounds of the City and County building and made a bee-line for the
JSPS facility. I joined a line, and presented a few covers for cancellation - a first
ancounter with the disasterous ink of the self-inking cancels - I swear some of my covers
are still not dry in early May, they still smudge if not handled with care.

\s I turned to leave the line I noticed another cancel - it appeared to be a regular counter
late stamp, with changeable date. Although the Torch cancel is dated as 7th February, I
ealised it would be in use for the period of the Games, and decided that the additional
latestamp would prove that the covers were actually serviced on the 7th, so asked for it
o be applied. Only after it was struck, did I notice the text.

Double ring hand cancel, self-inking
introduced on the 7th February at the
Temporary Torch Arrival Station postal
facility in the grounds of the City and
County Building, Salt Lake City.
The Zip code of 84101relates to
Downtown Post Office.
The 2002 Winter Games was a surprise
and had not been publicised.

his chance discovery led on to even better things. Having seen the double ring cance ,
was an obvious decision to buy more stamps and mail some free-cards that Sarah had
)und earlier in the evening. Buying two sheets of twenty stamps causwed things to
,scalate; firstly the sheets were of the inverted die-cut variety (therefore could not be
Ised); secondly the sales point receipt identified the temporary office. A question about
'VI labels established that they were available - more purchases were obviously
leeded! Sarah was beginning to understand what an Olympic 'philatelic' holiday was
sally like.
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PVI labels were purchased, cards
prepared and cancelled.
As we left the City and County
Building grounds, a request for a
Press pack about the Torch Relay
was granted by a very helpful young
lady.
We then walked back along the Torch
route for a few blocks to intercept the
relay before it's arrival at the City and
County Building, enjoying a changeover of runners with hardly any other
spectators near us.
A receipt from the temporary
facility.
"WELCOME TO / Torch Arrival
Station / Salt Lake City UT 84199 I
02/07/02"

TED IUMMES
1W
0 POSTALSERVICE
*****

WELCOME TO *****
Torch Arrival Station
Salt Lake City UT 84199
02/07/02 08:22PM
Store USPS
Kkstn sys5001
Cashier's Name
Stock Unit Id
PO Phone Number

Trans
33
Cashier KBHHWO
Clerk)
CLERK1
800 275-8777

1. 34o Stamp
0.34
20 4

6,80

Subtotal
Total

6.80
6.80

Cash
Change Due
Cash

7,00
0.20

NetPost Mailing Online lets you send
your mailings right from your

The Clerk is also identified.

computer! It's quick, easy and online
at www.usps.com.

Note that the Zip code does not
match the Torch Station cancel.

Number of Items Sold: 20
iisit our webpage at
www.usps,com

figtZ
9999

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SALT LAKE EITY.UT
FEB 07. 02
AMOUNT

Copies of both of the PVI's (one
from each clerk position) at the
Torch Arrival Station.

$012 1
X,065,,61-05

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SALT LAKE. CITY.UT
84199
FEB 07.'02
AMOUNT

Identification numbers are:
{above} 00066661-05
{right}
00063675-05

9999
88

$02 1
00063.75-05

HI
sl'< `T'It\
2092
tt.

Montage of the USPS I Utah Philatelic facility at the City and County grounds
{top left} The Building', {right} Inspecting the wares, {bottom left} A USPS clerk, and
cancelling personnel {Photos Thomas Lippert}

)owntown Post Office (8th February)

rhe 8th of February was a potentially very busy day - all of the announced cancellations
vould come into use at Crossroads Mall.

)n the basis that everyone would head for Crossroads (the publicised venue for
;ancels), we split up and headed off to other offices. Thomas and Mark started at
:oothills (nearest to the Opening Ceremony stadium, and therefore appropriate for that
Jay), before Mark had to change cars and collect Norm and Kathy from the airport.

3renda, Sarah, David and I headed for Kearns to confirm that they had the Speed
Skating cancel, and service some covers. (Details of the Kearns visit in a future
nstallment). Later in the day, I ventured into Downtown Post Office enroute for
crossroads Mall.

suppose that in the back of my mind, I still remember that I 'missed' the vending booklet
)f Olympic stamps in Atlanta, and habitually, I now check what is being offered in the
nachines in US Post Offices. At Downtown, I was rewarded with a picture on the
nachine of the Winter Games stamps, and the text 'Booklet of 20 stamps $6.80'.
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Money deposited, I became the
owner of a sealed packet of the
Winter Games stamps - not a
booklet, but a genuinely vended
item from USPS, identifiable from
it's packaging.

OLYMPIC
VINTER SPORTS STAMPS
FIRST-CLASS 20/34-CENT

VALUE $6.80

The vended 'packet' of Olympic
Winter Sports Stamps.

Later in the week a similar notice was seen on a vending machine in Provo - the vended
product was however a sheet of the stamps folded vertically and secured with tape on
the loose edge (apart from the crease and the tape, nothing to identify it from an over
the counter sheet).
Crossroads Mall (8 / 9th February)

A visit to Crossroads Mall on the 8th, 'to check the lay of the land', was followed by a
visit on the 9th to service covers.

Tempot arr.

Olympic
Post- Office

Montage of the USPS facility at Crossroads Mall {top) Sreet signage
{left) The Post Office area, {right) Thomas, USPS PR Personnel and I by the
cancellatuion area {Photos Thomas Lipped)
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during this visit, I intended to clarify the position regarding an item that Mark had made
as aware of, but we had not seen advertised - a small handstamp of the Olympic rings,
hat was for specific use on registered mail from Crossroads Mall. Apparently, it had
)een proposed that a commemorative Registered label should be produced {as
illehammer}. This was vetoed by USPS on economic grounds, as they did not envisage
my great potential demand. The period of use would be very limited as registered mail
s both secure and accurately dated - sales to mail order customers would be almost
mpossible to coordinate. The handstamp as an additional 'cancel' to the registered label
vas a compromise to produce a unique item from the office at the centyre of the
;ancellation programme.

)n arrival, I asked a number of the girls {there were actually some male members of the
JSPS staff on duty occasionally in the cancellation area of Crossroads - my apologies to
hem - it is easier to refer to the collective staff as 'the girls) about this Olympic rings
;ancel. One of the supervisors eventually produced the little self-inking handstamp. A
iebate followed about its use. All agreed that it could be used on registered items, but
here was a difference of opinion about whether it could be used on certified items. As
.elationships were very good, and not wishing to cause anyone embarrasment, (or
inking a decision that was later over-ruled), I mailed some registered items to receive
he cancel which I saw applied. I mailed a number of certified items - primarily for the
special cancellations, but with the agreement that if the 'Rings' were permitted, they
you'd be added later after checking with Robert Hale (the senior representative of USPS
)resent).

A certified label from a
cover mailed at
Crossroads Mall with the
'Olympic Rings'
handstamp added.

A registered label
from a cover mailed at
Crossroads Mall with
the 'Olympic Rings'
handstamp added.
Note: the 'Rings' were
only added if
requested.
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As well as resolving the queries about the existence and use of the Olympic Rings
handstamp, I was surprised to see the '2002 Winter Games' double ring cancel in use although with hindsight this was logical occurrence.

Crossroads Mall normally operates as a Post Office during the Christmas peak seasor
only. It operates under the Zip code of Downtown Office, and does not have any cancels
in it's own name. The 2002 Winter Games cancel provided a means accurately datinc
mail as it was of variable date type (the only other option was to use a Downtown
Station #31 double ring cancel held by the staff on the Post Office side of the premises).

I therefore elected to have a secondary cancel applied to all my covers to verify the
actual date of mailing. Whilst the cancelling was being carried out, a second copy of the
2002 Winter Games cancel appeared to help speed up the process. At my request.
approximately half of the covers were cancelled with each of these. Two certified covers
had both copies of the 2002 Winter Games applied for comparison later.

7001 1940 000? 9530 ?081

U.S. POSTAgE
PAM
SALT LAKE CITY,OT
81Ni
FEB 09..C12
AMOUNT

41,10.,N,A1,$Y
P.f1,11,i•V•ei

g-I21

Certified cover bearing strikes from both copies of the 2002 Winter Games double ring
cancel.

After mailing a number of covers for some other SOC members that I had with me, I
decided to prepare covers for others that evening and return in the morning, I left feeling
pleased with the days efforts.
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did not actually return to Crossroads until the 11th. My request for the 2002 Winter
3ames to be used was eventually met with the news that it had been withdrawn and
Jestroyed at the request of the IOC as it's design and use had not been been submitted
or approval.

=rom later events, I suspect that the cancels had not been destroyed at that time, but
hey certainly never reappeared at Crossroads Mall.

3enuine use of these cancels is therefore limited to:

- Torch Arrival Station (Temporary Office);
rth February 2002
3 - 10th Ferbruary 2002 - Crossroads Mall {confirmation of use on the 10th would be
velcomed, as I can only prove use on the 9th, and no use on or after the 11th.}

.. :opies of this cancellation will be very scarce. It is not unusual for cancels to have a
thorter period of use - typically a single day or part of a day, however such cancels are
jenerally announced in advance, and available to mail order customers - this one was
lot, and it was only applied at the request of customers attending Crossroads Mall.

Comparison of the two dies of the 2002 WINTER GAMES double ring cancel.
{left} Designated as Type 1 A line across the top of the date block
strikes the end of the 'S' of SALT

{Right) Designated as Type 2 A line across the top of the date block
strikes the start of the 'S' of SALT

s a result of the withdrawal of the 2002 Winter Games cancel, the cancellation area of
;rossroads was again left without a distinctive cancel to apply an actual date of mailing
) outgoing items.
his was remedied by the introduction of a new cancel first seen on the 14th.
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Crossroads Mall (12th February)

Chinese New Year Wa r Hors
4

44*

Pobruaty 11, 2002 * San LA* Citio UT

Credit for noticing this unnanounced cancellation goes to Mark and Norm. On a visit tc
Crossroads they spotted this new cancel celebrating the Chinese New Year. We were al
intrigued by the inclusion of AAU / FIPO in the design. It really does seem incredible tha
FIPO should be involved in the production of a cancellation without giving any notice tc
member societies - what a way to show cooperation and share knowledge!

The existence of this cancellation was not added to any of the hand-outs at post office:
around the Olympic area, so it was not included in any of the literature advising visitor;
that all cancels were available at Crossroads Mall, or giving instructions on applying for
cancellations by mail. The only way in which visitors to post offices other thar
Crossroads may have been made aware of this cancel would be by word of mouth fronf
the staff working in the cancellation area of Crossroads on their return to their norma
offices of employment.
Crossroads Mall (14th February)
As mentioned earlier, a substitute dater was seen in
service on the 14th February. The back of the
handstamp had an impression of the cancel dated
13th February (many of the hand cancels have an
impression on the back to identify their orientation for
the clerk). The date of this impression is generally
struck at the time of assembling the cancelling device,
so it is unlikely to have been delivered and in use on
the 13th - confirmation of any copies dated the 13th is
solicited.
The Olympic Village

Postal arrangements for the residents of the Olympic Village were complex, and will be
covered in detail in a future article - the cancellation used in the Village was however
announced, and freely available at a number of locations including Crossroads Mall.
We were fortunate in having a number of contacts within the Olympic venues.
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'homas's contacts within the media, and Jean-Pierre Caravan as a volunteer in the
)lympic Village, provided us with opportunities to mail items into the venues, correctly
iddressed with genuine Zip codes.

fleeting with Jean-Pierre during the Games gave me the opportunity to collect mail sent
to him from Albertville by Bob Wilcock, in sufficient time to react if there were any signs
f special markings.

A quick inspection of the first cover mailed in by
Bob did not seem to have any unexpected postal
markings. The second however had a clear strike
of a small green mark. On closer inspection, all of
the covers had some sign of green ink, but only two
had identifiable marks. Within 24 hours, Thomas
confirmed that mail entering the Media venue was
receiving the same mark.
The mark appears to show a fist grasping a
lightning bolt - presumeably designating that the
item has been security scanned. The exact location
at which scanning took place is still to be identified,
and as far as can be established, scanning was not
carried out by USPS.
The majority of Poste Restante items mailed into
the Olympic venues to obtain postmarks / postal
markings will not be security marked, as they will
not have entered the venues without a full zip code.

hat concludes part one of our experiences in Salt Lake City. I hope that I have
ianaged to detail the postal markings and those features of the postal service that had
of been previously notified. In the next installment, in collaboration with David we will
frok at some individual covers and events - not forgetting postcards.
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SOC SOUVENIRS

Stocks of the following souvenirs are still available, however some are very limited (less
than 5 copies), please use the order slip on your subscription form.
SOC Postcard Number 1

1986 Much Wenlock
cancel: The 100th Annual Olympian Games

£1.50

SOC Cover Number 1

1986 Much Wenlock
cancel: The 100th Annual Olympian Games
SOC Postcard Number 2
1988, Dorando
cancel: Spring Stampex
cancel: National Postal Museum Olympic Exhibition
SOC Postcard Number 3
XCVII Session of IOC, Birmingham
mint
cancel: Birmingham welcomes IOC
cancel: Opening of XCVII Session
cancel: Welcomes the 97th Session slogan
SOC Postcard Number 4
Albertville
mint
SOC Postcard Number 5
I.O.C. Centennial
mint
cancel: 103rd Session (face)
cancel: 103rd Session (back)
cancel: Congres du centenaire (face)
cancel: Congres du centenaire (back)
cancel: Prix Olympia (face)
cancel: AFCOS formation (face)
cancel: AFCOS formation (back)
cancel: 1994 Collectors Fair (face)
SOC Cover Number 2
1994 World Cxollectors Fair (SOC sticker)
SOC Postcard Number 6
1948 Torch Relay
mint
SOC Postcard Number 7
2000 Sydney
{Sold out}
cancel: Canberra 'Opening Ceremony'
Exchange: AU$ = £0.40; US$ = £0.60; € = £0.60 Postage to be added.

£1.50
£1.25
£1.25
£0.60
£1.25
£1.25
£1.25
£0.60
£0.60
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£1.50
£0.60
£0.60
£2.25

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS
Membership starts on election, of which applicants will be notified, and will last for
one calendar year. All back issues of the magazine for the current year will be sent
to members joining during the year.
Junior members are those aged under 18 years in the year of joining, subscription
rates are half of the adult rate until the 18th birthday.
All applications should be made to the Secretary.
Subscription rates for 2002 are:
U.K. £10.00; Europe, £12.00 (€ 20, $US 25).
Outside Europe, £17.00 (€.25, $US 35)
Acceptable forms of payment: $US cheques drawn in USA; Sterling, $US, or €
currency notes; Sterling cheques.
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