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FRONT PAGE
At last your long delayed May issue has arrived! (Summer must be nearly here)!
The circumstances beyond the delay have provided an important lesson, and
considerable expense.
Torch Bearer is prepared on my 'home PC', which for a number of years has also
operated as my fax machine, in consequence, it was left switched on at all times. On
my return from work one day, the PC was not switched on, and refused to show
any signs of life after switching on / off, and checking the fuses.
About a week later, having returned the machine to the supplier, power was
restored, together with a new CD drive as they had noticed that the original was not
operating. The oportunity was also taken to upgrade some software, and the
processor. I now had a far faster, operational PC - what I did not have were any
original files!
After attaching the printer, scanner, speakers etc. it became apparent that all
original software had also 'disappeared'.
Another trip to the supplier confirmed that the disc drive, sound card etc were not
operating, and theories surrounding the origin of the problem were formed. The
most likely cause of so much power related failure was a power surge, and we had
indeed suffered a number of fairly heavy electrical storms the day of the failure.
Two obvious lessons - either disconnect or install surge protection;
- always have a back up copy!
The former is easy to comply with (the PC is now disconnected when not in use),
the second is not as easy as it sounds. Torch Bearer including scanned images,
creates some enormous files, even if only saving individual articles. A CD writer
appearS to.be the solution. This would open the way for future issues to be provided
on CD with colour images, perhaps a full volume per CD as a service to members
for the cost of the blank rewritable disc and postage? Comments or thoughts from
members would be welcome.
I am sure that some of you will also appreciate that having written a number of the
articles for the May issue (the originals of which I do not even have a final print), it is
very difficult to raise the enthusiasm required to rewrite the same pieces - particularly
as all the material used for illustrations had been dispersed. This issue does not
contain a number of the articles originally planned, they will appear later.
Melbourne and Sydney items originally planned as multi part articles have been
consolidated for convenience, with Melbourne in this issue.
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1999 AWARD OF MERIT AWARDED TO JOHN AND
ELIZABETH MILLER
John and Elizabeth "Betty" Miller were amongst the eleven participants to be
awarded the 1999 Award of Merit. Awards of Merit, which consist of a framed
certificate are given for outstanding voluntary service to British philately at regional,
specialist and local society level.
"Outstanding service" is easy enough to write or say, but takes a long time to
perform! John and Betty's contribution to organised philately in Great Britain over a
very long period of time truly makes them worthy recipients of this award. They
have both been involved with their local society, Morecombe, and with the North
West Federation over a great number of years, but it is with their involvement first
with the German and Colonies Philatelic Society and later with the British Thematic
Association and the Society of Olympic Collectors that has brought them into
contact with a wider public.
For many years John and Betty acted as the distributors for the German and
Colonies Philatelic Society magazine GERMANIA. When the Society of Olympic
Collectors and the British Thematic Association were formed in 1984 John offered
to print and distribute the magazines of both organisations. Although not officially
involved with either organisation at the time. John's task would have been
considerably harder without Betty's enthusiastic help. Betty subsequently became
the Secretary of the Society of Olympic Collectors. a position which she still holds.
Currently John is the Librarian for the British Thematic Association, and they are
both still involved with the distribution of THEMESCENE and TORCH BEARER.
John and Betty first came to notice in 1980 when they offered to help with Britain's
international exhibition, LONDON 1980 held at Earls Court. Almost single-handedly
they ran the childrens section, a railway station called "Little Licking". They were
there throughout the build-up and break down of that exhibition to help with the
mounting and dismounting, a task that they continued to fulfill at Stampex until
relatively recently. Betty's red hair and their northern humour were again in
evidence at the highly successful international exhibition held at Alexandra Palace in
1990, and one cannot imagine that they will be missing from the scene at the next
British international to be held at Earls Court in May 2000.
Generally, The Award of Merit is awarded to individuals, and both John and Betty
were nominated in their own right. However, for over twenty years "John and Betty"
have always been viewed as a team by the philatelic world and the Awards
Committee felt that it would be much nicer to offer them a joint award, only the
second time that this has occurred.
John and Betty's names will be entered into the ABPS Book of Merit and they will
receive a copy of the year page on which their names are entered. The Book of
Merit will be displayed on suitable occasions and during the annual Philatelic
Congress. Additionally, they will be given a framed certificate on a suitable
occasion, of which they can be justly proud.
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Olymphilex 2000
PRESS RELEASE

(

-- The Olymphilex 2000 Stamp, Coin and
Collectable Exhibition will be held from
September 15 through 28, 2000. The Olympics
themselves run from September 16 through 29,
2000.

Location: "Centrepoint" A shopping centre right
in the heart of the CBD and below "AMP
Tower" one of the Olympic landmarks. This
venue has been regularly used for both
National Stamp and Coin Exhibitions and is well
known to collectors.
More information is available from the
Organising Committee at PO Box Q2000
Queen Victoria Building, Sydney, 1230, NSW,
Australia.
You can contact us by e-mail at:
L.H.LEE@BIGPOND.COM.AU

WANTED - WINTER OLYMPICS
To buy for my collection - postcards and
covers
Of events and medal winners of 20th
February.
This covers the Games of 1952, 1960,
1980, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1998.
David Buxton, 88 Bucknell Road, Oxon.
OX6 8DR Great Britain

r

WANTED - WANTED
Memorabilia, philatelic material,
postcards
Football World Cups 1930, 1934, 1938
Send list or photocopies to my fax.
FOR SALE (from Nedo Nadi archives)
Autographs of Olympic gold medallists
1912, 1920, 1924, 1928, 1932, 1936
Price lists on request
Luca Imperiali, Largo Alessandria del
.
Carretto 12, 00040 MORENA (RM) Italy
Fax: 0039 6 7230900
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, STOCKHOLM
The XVIth Olympic Summer Games, were awarded to Melbourne, Australia
- the first time that the Games were scheduled for the Southern Hemisphere.

The strict quarantine rules operated by the Australian authorities were not relaxed,
and at the International Olympic Committee Session held in Athens during 1954,
Stockholm was selected to host the equestrian events of the VXlth Olympiad from a
number of candidates that had offered to act as host.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, STOCKHOLM
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Map of the training and event venues.
Franked and postmarked on the reverse, with 12.6.1956 special handstamp
54

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, STOCKHOLM
Commemorative stamps.
A series of three stamps was issued
on 16th April 1956 by the Swedish
Postal Authorities.
The common design of a Greek
horseman is taken from a frieze at the
Parthenon in Athens.
The three values issued were:
20 o. Red; 25 o. Blue; 40 o. Green.
All three values exist perforated
vertically from coils.
The 20 o.. and 25 o. values also exist
perforated on three sides from
booklets.

Booklet at 4 Kr. containing 20 x 20 o.
with light violet cover.

Booklet at 5 Kr. containing 20 x 25 o.
with pink cover.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, STOCKHOLM

Commemorative
cancellation

A single ring handstamp was
used throughout the duration
of the Games.

n*.e6kk6I-.A
A number of nations
commemorated the
equestrian events of
the XVIth Olympiad.
Hans-Gunter Winkler of
Germany, won the
Jumping (Prix des
Nations), and followed
with five further medals
over six Olympiads.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
The XVIth Olympic Summer Games, were awarded to Melbourne, Australia at the
International Olympic Committee Session held in Rome during 1949.
The difficulties that led to the seperation of the equestrian events did not breach the
regulations in force at that time, but led to immediate legislation to prevent any reoccurrence.

Poster postcard autographed
by Chris Brasher, gold
medallist in the 3,000 m.
Steeplechase. The first "gold"
for Great Britain in a track
event since 1936.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Publicity Stamp Issues.
An Olympic philatelic first was created by the Australian Postal Authorities, when on the 1st
December 1954, a single stamp was issued to publicise the Games of the XVIth Olympiad.
The stamp remained on sale for only one month, and shows the Olympic rings with the Coat
of Arms of Melbourne.
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A further issue of the same design, printed in green, as opposed to the original blue was
made on the 30th November 1956.
Both issues were printed by the Note Printing Branch, Commonwealth Bank of Australia.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Advertising Slogan Postmarks.
The Postal Authorities played an active role in promoting the Games, by the use of
advertising slogan postmarks.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Commemorative Stamps.
On the 31s1 October 1956, a
series of four stamps was
issued commemorating the
Games.

The lower value had
to
be
hastily
reprinted as a
revision in postal
rates rendered the
planned 3%d. value
obsolete.

4d. Coat of Arms of
Melbourne.
71/2d. Olympic torch and
Southern Cross.
1s. Collins Street from
the east.
2s. Melbourne from
the River Yarra.
The 4d. and 7%d. stamps were
designed and printed by the Note
Printing Branch, Commonwealth
Bank of Australia.
The 1 s. value was printed by
Harrison & Sons Ltd. London.
The 2s. value was printed by
Courvoisier Switzerland.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Souvenir Sheet.
A Souvenir Sheet was produced
combining the four designs of the
Olympic stamp set, as a commercial
venture. It was not postally valid.
It has been reported that permission for
the sheet was granted conditional on it
being 'cancelled', to make it clear to
purchasers that it had no postal value,
and that it should only be sold with, and
fixed to the back of the postcard
Modern
Masters,
produced
by
Melbourne.

It would appear that the task of attaching the sheets to the postcards was either time
consuming or tedious, as the vast majority of the sheets appear with undisturbed gum, never
having been attached to a postcard.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Commemorative Aerogramme.
A commemorative aerogramme was also issued on the 315t October 1956, with an illustration
of the Olympic Stadium.

The imprinted stamp shows the Coat of Arms of Melbourne.
Part of the print run displays the variety 'F for E' in MELBOURNF in the text
under the Coat of Arms, within the stamp design.

62

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Commemorative Aerogrammes.
An interesting usage of the aerogramme, bearing paquebot and SS 'OR ONSAY' cachets,
postmarked on the 23rd November 1956 at Honolulu.

A further aerogramme was distributed free of charge within the Olympic Village. The
aerogramme was provided by the Olympic Games Organising Committee, and illustrates a
view of the Olympic Village. Postage had to be paid by the sender.

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Vignettes.

A.VdOtst

A set of four stamp style labels with designs of
swimming, cycling, running and hurdles were
produced in four colours, blue, green, red and
purple, making a series of sixteen items.
The labels are often found tied by a green cachet
'OLYMPIC GAMES - MELBOURNE'.

Often the labels are found on on
one of two types of card, the
larger used with the Olympic
stamp set, the smaller used with
a single value.
The smaller card has a printed
address 'Seven Seas Stamps,
Dubbo, NSW, suggesting that
they may be the issuers.

rs*TaMETA3g7
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The larger card uses the
swimming design as a vignette on
the face side.
. . ........ . . . ..

64

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE

An official
Olympic
Guide
(map).
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE

Redhead match box labels.
Brymay (Australia), were using the play on 'Redhead' prior to the Olympic Games, by
designing pictorial match box labels that used artist drawings of of young ladies featuring red
hair.
The series of commemorative match box labels advertising the Games of the XVIth Olympia
continue the play on words by depicting the athletes as 'redheads'.
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Whilst matchbox covers had been one of the many mediums used to promote the Games
(and the enclosed product), this was the first occasion that a collectable series had been
created.
Earlier occasions had usually been restricted to an individual label design.

66

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Redhead match box labels (continued)
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Redhead match box labels (continued)
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Exhibition Building
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A special registration vignette was
introduced for use at the post
office at the Exhibition Building.
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Three of the pictorial handstamps
identified
were
available
'Exhibition Building':
Basketball;
Wrestling;
Weightlifting.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Olympic Village.
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A special registration vignette was
introduced for use at the post office in
the Olympic Village.

Seven of the pictorial handstamps
were available identified as 'Olympic
Village':
Entrance to the Village;
View of the Village;
Tandem cycling;
Cycling / running;
Torch runner;
Long jump;
Javelin.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
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Invitations.

An invitation to the Games
from the Lord Mayor,
Councillors and Citizens of
Melbourne.
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Thirty years later, an invitation to attend a Christmas
function on the 1s' December 1986 at the John Landy
Olympic Room, Melbourne
Cricket Ground.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE

•

The Olympic Flame.
The Olympic flame was handed to
Ron Clarke, the Australian junior
mile record holder.
After a lap of the track, the torch
was carried up the steps to the
cauldron and the flame was
ignited.
The ceremonial torch used, now
forms part of the collection of the
Olympic Museum, Lausanne.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
A
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Athletics.
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Shirley Strickland of Australia had earned a bronze medal in the 80m Hurdles at London in
1948. In 1952 at Helsinki, she won gold in a world record time of 10.9 seconds.
In 1956, she became a wife, a mother and defended her Olympic title with a decisive 2m. win
in an Olympic record time of 10.7 seconds.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Athletics.
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Betty Cuthbert broke the Olympic record in the first round of the 100m. With a time of 11.4
seconds. She was beaten in the semi-finals, but in the finals on the 26th November she led
from start to finish, to win in a time of 11.5 seconds.
Four days later she won the 200m. in a time of 23.4 seconds.
Her final gold medal of the Games came as a member of the Australian 4 x 100 metre relay
team.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE

Triple jump, 16.35m. - Adhemar Ferreira da Silva successfully defended his Olympic title
from Helsinki, against a shock challenge from Vilhjalmur Einarsson of Iceland.

Long jump, Elzbieta Krzesinska of
Poland secured the gold medal with
a world record of 6.35m.

On the 5th December 1956, Gerald Oulette won the gold medal for small bore rifle, prone
position, with a perfect score of 600 - 60 straight bull's-eyes. This was never ratified as a
world record because the targets had been set one and a half metres too close by officials.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Athletics.

Three times Alain Mimoun had
finished second at the Olympics
to Emil Zatopeck.
In 1956 he moved up to the
marathon, and was convinced
that the omens were good; he
drew his lucky number - 13;
frenchmen had won the marathon
in 1900 and 1928, 1956 would
continue the 28 year cycle
His winning time, 2.25:00
.............
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Victory in 1956 heralded the start of Mimoun's marathon career.
76

XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE

Fencing.
Gillian Sheen had
struggled to reach the
final of the individual
foil, finishing fourth in
her semi-final pool.
In the final she forced
a barrage with Olga
Orban, defeating her 4
- 2.

Cycling.

In 1956, Italian Ercole Baldini won the World Championship in the 4000m. Pursuit, set a
world record for the one hour race, and won the Olympic road race by over a mile.
Hockey.

India won their sixth consecutive gold medal in the field hockey tournament, winning all five
of their matches.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Gymnastics.

A silver medal in the
Team Combined
Exercises completed
his medal tally.
He is shown executing
a swallow dive off the
horse.

Takashi Ono of Japan was the overall silver
medallist in gymnastics at the XVIII' Olympi
Games.
Ono had won a gold medal in the Horizontal
Bar, a bronze mdal in the Parallel Bars, and
a silver medal in the Pommel Horse.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Swimming.

Murray Rose won three gold
medals at Melbourne.
He also won the 400m. Event at
Rome in 1960.
Known as the Seaweed Streak' his
vegetarian diet was then
considered unusual.
The gold medal performances:
400m. 4:27.3 - Olympic record;
1500m. 17:58.9;
Member of the 4 x 200m. relay.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Swimming.
Australian success came in the pool,
Dawn Fraser set a world record of 1:02 in
the 100m. Women's freestyle, a record
that stood for fifteen years.
Jon Henricks secured the gold medal in
the men's 100m. Freestyle in a time of
55.4 seconds.
In both events, Australia took gold, silver
and bronze positions.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Special covers.

BY AIR MAIL
PAst AVtON
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Organising Committee cover mailed to Sweden, franked with a publicity stamp.
The cover also bears the official vignette.

Cover produced by the Victorian Philatelic Association, the organisers of Olympex, cover
mailed to India.
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XVIth OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE
Olympex.
Olympex, a non competitive philatelic exhibition, was organised by the Victorian Philatelic
Association from the 12th - 24th November 1956, on the site of Preston Motors Showroom.
On the first day, a handstamp of a torch runner (running to right) was struck in red, on
subsequent days it was struck in black, together with a second handstamp of a torch runner
(running left.

01,N.AkPEX

- 4 NOV.

Vignettes for Olympex were produced in two designs. The central design was printed in
black, but five combinations of frame and paper colour exist, green on pink; green on flesh;
red on pale green; red on pale blue; green on pale yellow.
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CATALOG OF OLYMPIC LABELS 1894 - 1985
By Robert J. Dubois

1956 Melbourne - expansion and addition:
Information provided by
Tom D'Arcy

Bob Du Bois has catalogued as Item 48B, a card showing the SWIMMING
STADIUM. This is actually card 24 of series V of the cards published by G.J. Coles.
There are 28 cards in that series, and there are 5 series in the group.
The cards are similar in size and shape to playing cards and are marked on the
reverse "Exclusive Coles Production". They are commonly known as "Swap Cards"
and were popular with children about 30 years ago. They were issued by G.J.
Coles stores, now part of the Coles Myer Group.
The cards are catalogued in the Cartophilic Reference Book - No. 30 The
Australian & New Zealand Index of 1983 and in the Cartophilic Reference Book - 33
The Australian and New Zealand Index (Part II) of 1993 under G.J. Coles C04-3
and in the Handbook Section A20 The books were published by The Cartophilic
Society of Great Britain Limited.
Series I, II, and V are relatively easy to find. These cards are marked by the
Melbourne logo. Series III and IV are very difficult to find as collectors did not realise
the cards were relevant to the Olympics. Book 33 issued in 1993 listed Series III as
having 17 known.
Book 33 also lists a sixth series of cards attributed to Coles with 13 known. Experts
doubt if they were issued by Coles and have not been able to complete a list. The
cards can come with any of four borders in Peach (or Yellow), Blue, Pink and Grey.
They are normally known as the Peter Fox cards as each card is marked
"Photograph by Peter Fox", Peter Fox owned a photography shop in Melbourne in
the 1950's. I have sighted 21 different cards that could be in the series. These
cards are catalogued under Anonymous ZJ9-64 and in the Handbook Section A20.
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Coles Olympic 1956 Series
Series I (C043-1)
(A20-1)
Large Rag - Rower / Fruit

Series II (C04-3-2)
(A20-2) Small Flag National Scene

Argentina
Australia

Flax
Wattle

Austria

Edelweiss

Brazil
Canada
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Egypt
Eire
Finland
France
Germany
Great Britain
Greece
India
Italy
Japan
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
South Africa

Orchid
Maple Leaf
Linden
Forget Me Nots
Lotus
Shamrock
Pine
Fleur de Lis (Iris)
Cornflower
Rose, Thistle, Leek
Laurel
Lotus
White Lily
Chrysanthemums
Nopal Cactus
Tulips
Silver Fern
Lily of the Valley
Cornflower
Protea

Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
U. S. A.
U. S. S. R.

Spruce
Edelweiss
Fig
Golden Rod
Poppy

Christ of the Andes
Shrine of Rememberance,
Melbourne
Benedictine Abbey on the
Danube
On the Amazon River
Rocky Mountains
Charles Bridge, Prague
Andersen's Mermaid
The Sphinx and Pyramids
Blarney Castle
Olympic Stadium, Helsinki
Arc de Triomphe
Neuschwanstein Castle
Houses of Parliament
The Parthenon
Taj Mahal
Leaning Tower of Pisa
Fujiyama
Mexican Village
Dutch Windmill
Hot Springs
Fjords
Hercules Mace, Krakow
Table Mountain, Cape
Province
Kalmar Castle
Matterhorn
Mosque of Saint Sophia
Statue of Liberty
Cathedral of St. Basil
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Coles Olympic 1956 Series

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Brazil
Canada
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Egypt
Eire
Finland
France
Germany
Great Britain
Greece
India
Italy
Japan
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
South Africa
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
U. S. A.
U. S. S. R.

Series (C04-3-3)
(A20-3), Flag in Centre Bird & Animal
Macaw / Guanaco
Rosella / Kangaroo
White Stork / Chamois
Toucan / Puma
Sheld Duck / Beaver
Falcon / Sable
Heron / Red Deer
Vulture / Camel
Moorhen / Stoat
Ptarmigan / Reindeer
White Swan / Poodle
Grey Goose / Wolf
Robin / Fox
Swallow / Mountain Goat
Peacock / Tiger
Pigeons / Crested
Porcupine
Long-tailed Fowl / Yak
Turkey / Bobcat
Owl / Keeshond
Kiwi /Wild Pig
Golden Plover / Polar Bear
Cormorant / Wild Horse
Touraco / Lion
Jay / Ermine
Eagle / St. Bernard
Great Bustard / Hyena
Kingfisher / Squirrel
Tern / Brown Bear

Series V (C04-3-5) (A20-5), Sports & Venues
Basketball
Hockey
Boxing
Hurdles
Cycling
Javelin Throw
Discus Throw
Lake Wendouree
Diving
Long Jump
Exhibition Building
Main Stadium
Fencing
Pentathlon
Gymnastics
Pole Vault
Hammer Throw
Running
High Jump
Sculling
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Series IV (C04-3-4)
(A20-4) Small Flag &
Industry
Cattle
Sheep
Jewellery - Hapsburg
Crown Jewels
Coffee
Maple Syrup
Glassware
Dairying
Cotton
Linen
Timber
Wine
Iron & Steel
Motor Vehicles
Currants
Rugs
Olives
Silk
Handcrafts
Tulips
Butter Export
Fishing
Coal
Ostrich Farming
Paper
Watch Making
Tobacco
Films
Furs - Sable

Shot Put
Soccer Football
Swimming
Swimming Stadium
The Medallists
Weightlifting
Wrestling
Yachting

Above
Series 1
Top right:
Series 2
Right:
Series 3
Far right:
Series 4

44,14WommAN,..V ,
Peter Fox (ZJ9-64) (A20-6), Olympic Athletes & Shrine of Rememberance
12. Shirley Strickland (H)
1. Betty Cuthbert (H)
13. Shrine of Rememberance (V)
2. Betty Cthbert & Bob Morrow (H)
14. Yachting 5.5m (H)
3. Dawn Fraser (V)
15. Yachting 5.5m (H)
4. Faith Leech (V)
16. Treasury Gardens (H)
5. John Henricks (H)
17. Mt. Buffalo (H)
6. John Landy (H)
18. Royal Yacht
7. Lew Hoad & Ken Rosewall (H)
19. Swan St. Bridge
8. Lorraine Crapp (V)
20. Government House
9. Marlene Matthews (V)
21. Birdwood Avenue
10. Olympic Village (H)
11. Rev. Bob Richards (H)
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Item 4 There is a 7 stage
progressive proof of this item:
< Yellow

< Yellow, Red & Blue

Yellow, Red, Blue and Black >

Yellow, Red (x 2), Blue, Black & Brown >

$6'fieggft. • '
:::.,.Mii::■;,,';:ste>-': •

Aliiiiriki-IA

< Complete Sheet:
Yellow, Red (x 2), Blue (x 2), Black &
Brown
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SYDNEY TO / MELBOURNE OLYMPICS /
Via Blue Mountains / and YOUNG in a
rectangular label showing a clock tower at
left in green and brown, a rural highway in
green and a red car. Lettering in black.
Red border. 63 x 38mm. White paper.
COME to BALLARAT / Olympic Rowing 23rd

AL,N

Olympic Roveing
•••""'"""

Nov. - 1st Dec., in a rectangular label. The top
line and the bottom of lettering in dark blue with
red stippling as background. The centre line of
lettering in red. White paper. Rouletted.

OFFICIAL CUSTOMS / AND BAGGAGE
AGENTS / OLYMPIC GAMES, 1956 in a
rectangular label showing the Olympic rings
in blue, yellow, black, green and red. Text in
blue, red border. 50 x 35mm.

0.FfICLAL Ct3STQMS
SAGGA4E. AGEWIN

OLYMPIC.0Amm 1954

OLYMPIC / MELBOURNE / GAMES /
NOV. 1956 in a rectangular label
showing a graduated background light
to dark green, a torch in gold, flames in
red and orange and the Olympic rings
as Lifesaver sweets in blue, deep
yellow, off white, green and red. Text
white. 50 x 28mm.
XVlth OLYMPIAD / MELBOURNE 1956
/ in a decorative oval; in the middle, a
torch over the Australian Continent.
(Logo of 1956 Melbourne Games) 66 x
94mm. White paper. Edging and text in
black. Background behind text and torch
in gold. Laurel leaves and the map of
Australia in green. Flames in orange and
red. Olympic rings in normal colours.
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TWENTY-'0'-TWO, TWENTY-'0'-TWO
David Buxton
My Olympic interest has always been focused on Track and Field
Athletics and my collection consists of postcards. Since joining the
"Society of Olympic Collectors" my interest in the Winter Olympics
has increased.
Where it was
limited to Nash
Dixon
and
the
winning
1964 two man
bobsleigh and
Curry.
John
Robin Cousins
and Torvill and
Dean
Ice
Skating to Gold
(with only the
four ice skaters
in my postcard
collection); by
buying many of
Our
editors
duplicates and
visiting
Albertville after
the 1997 World
Olympic
Collectors Fair,
my
attention
focused on the
2002 Winter
Olympics
in
Salt Lake City.
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It is my intention to see a Winter Olympics, and what better opportunity
than in 2002 when the year happens to have the same combination of
numbers as my birth date and month. An excellent way to celebrate I
think. The title of my article may now become apparent, except to our
American cousins across the pond who believe my birthday is 0220!
My new collecting theme covers the events and medal winners on
20th February and postcards of the 2002 Salt Lake City games.
To start off with I tried
to establish which
Winter Olympics were
held over my birthday.
My first hope was that
a Summer Olympics
had been held in the
Southern Hemisphere
but I knew that
Melbourne held their
games in the beginning
of their Summer of
1956 and so I drew a
blank. My first research
yielded Squaw Valley
1960; Lake Placid
1980;
Calgary 1988;
Albertville 1992;
Lillehammer 1994;
and that both Nagano
and Salt Lake City
would be held over
20th February.

My first item of my new theme was a colour photocopy of the front of
the Programme dated 20th February, 1960, along with the results, by
courtesy of Ingrid O'Neil.
90

I then contacted our Society librarian, Ken Cook, who was able to loan
to me from the Society Library, the Official Results of the 1960 Games.
I was now beginning to collate the facts. However a minor set back
occurred when visiting Bob Farley last Christmas, when we discovered
that the 1952 Oslo games were also held over the 20th February. After
rechecking all the dates of the Winter Olympics, I was delighted to
include Oslo, as this was the first Olympics to be held after my birth
and I consider this to be fate.

During my visit to The Olympic Museum for the World Collectors Fair
in May of this year, I spent some considerable time in their marvellous
library researching which events were held on 20th February and the
medal winners, in the end I came away with the placing of every
competitor. Armed with this information, I have been able to look at
my present postcard collection and identify a postcards of most of the
events and venues associated with the 20th February. In particular, I
was delighted to note that I have a number of medal winner's portrayed
in my collection.
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A modern Time magazine postcard featuring Andrea Mead Lawrence
(Gold, Ladies Slalom 1952);
Tenley Albright (Silver, Ladies Figure Skating 1952);
Helga Hasse (Gold, Ladies 500 metre Speed Skating 1960) which was
one of my first ever winter olympic postcards that I bought, although I
did not realise it at the time!
Carol Heiss (Gold, Ladies Figure Skating 1960);
Hecii Biebl (Gold); Traudl Hecher (Bronze), both in the Ladies
Downhill 1960;
USSR Hockey Team (1960);
Linda Fratianne (Silver, Ladies Ice Skating 1980),
USSR men's 4x10Km relay (Gold 1980);
Lars Eric Erickson (Silver, 4x10Km relay 1980);
Juha Mieto (Bronze, 4x10Km relay 1980);
Irene Epple (Silver, Ladies Giant Slalom 1980);
Beth Heiden (Bronze, Ladies 3000 metre Speed skating 1980); Frank
Peter Roetsch (Gold, 20Km Biathlon 1988);
Valeri Medvedtsev (Silver, 20Km Biathlon 1988);
Peter Angerer (10th, 20Km Biathlon 1988);
Maria Walliser (Bronze, Women's Combined Downhill 1988);
Igor Zhelezovsky (Fourth Men's 1500 metre Speed Skating 1988);
Geir Karlstad (Bronze, Men's 10,000 metre 1992);
Mark Kirchner (Silver), Jens Steinigen (29th place) both in the
Men's 20Km Biathlon 1992;
Jens Weissflog (Gold, Large Hill K120 Ski Jumping 1994);
JayneTorvill & Christopher Dean (Bronze),
Susanna • Rahkamo & Petri Kokko (Fourth place) both in the Ice
Dance Lillehammer 1994;
Gunda Niemann-Stirnemann (Silver, Ladies 5000 metre Speed
Skating 1998);
The British 4 man Bobsleigh Team (Bronze, Nagano 1998);
- A medal representative from each of the Games without my realising
it. In addition, I have already a number of postcards commemorating
Salt Lake City 2002.
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It will be seen that by collecting a particular date, I have a cross
section of most of the winter sports. I am now actively pursuing cards
of the competitors and events of the 20th February, in particular I
would like to find one of Jeannette Altwegg who won Gold in the 1952
Ladies Ice Skating competition and therefore became the first British
Gold Medalist on 20th February. I have also started looking at
postmarks and covers, which I have not previously collected, for 20th
February cancellations. If you have any to spare, I'm interested! Can
anyone tell me what type of sport "Bandy" is, because Finland played
Norway at it on 20th February 1952. Perhaps as they were two
Scandinavian Countries it was a Demonstration sport?
The result will hopefully be, an expertise of the Olympics on 20th
February (maybe a future in depth article for Torchbearer), An
interesting display to mount at any of the Societies meetings and/or at
Salt lake City and a big party at Salt Lake City on 20.02.2002.
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OLYMPIC-GAMES
FOOTBALL (SOCCER)
SPORTS
- classic till today -

stamps /blocs/souvenir-sheets/**/*/0/21,
7 • proofs • epreuve
de luxe • cards • letters • first day covers • postmarks •
cancellations • postal stationery •books • autographs •
tickets • programs • pins • badges • pressfotos • coins •
medals and more special material
OUR STOCK HAS MORE THAN 50 000 ITEMS FROM
ATHENS OLYMPICS 1896 TO SYDNEY 2000
pricelists (8 a year with aprox. 100 pages / some illustrations)
auction catalogues (mail bidding) 4 a year (every lot is illustrated)
Please pay for postage / For interested clients from:
(in cash DM

Please notice:

Europe
5.00 or £ 2,00 or US S 4.00)

We don't accept credit cards!
If you send bank checks please add S
10.00 for banking charges!
Thank you very much

Oversea
(in cash DM 10 00 or US S 7.00)

we are- thQ, t-.Qp spe.ciali,sts
around the womici in
, oty,mpics
I
N)

Heiko Volk
Olympia-Philatelie
Postfach 34.47 - Friedrich-Ebert-Str.85
0-64715 Michelstadt - Germany
Tel. ++ 6061-4899 - FAX 4.4. 6061-73631
Internet: http://www.olymplaphilatelie-volk.inl.de
e-mail: Hetko.Volk@ t-online.de
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REVIEW OF MAGAZINES WITH OLYMPIC INTEREST
JOURNAL OF SPORTS PHILATELY.
Three magazines have been received since the last review.
Volume 37 Number 3, which was previously reported in this column as
not being issued, appeared as a joint issue with number 4. A well
researched article on the United States 1928 Gymnastics Team leads
off. The trials for the Olympics, the voyage to Amsterdam and a report
on the games themselves are well backed up with tables and
illustrations of postcards, covers, stamps, postmarks and messages.
Other Olympic articles include Olympic Spray Markings; South Africa
1992 Olympic Machine Cancels and a 1996 Australian "Olympic
Booklet".
Volume 37 Number 5. Articles of an Olympic theme include The
Covers the 1936 and 1948 Olympic Arts Competitions; Kodak 1996
Olympic Sponsor meters; Philatelic covers with multiple frankings or
postage stamps and the regular article on Sydney 2000.
Volume 37 Number 6 Leading article is on the postage stamps issued
by Mexico for the 1968 Olympics which they hosted. The article
includes some of the events of the Games, details of the mobile post
offices, and personal experiences of the Games. Other Olympic
articles include the 1928 Olympic Stamps of the Netherlands and
Looking after Olympic Posters (in particular the older posters which
have a high acid component and printed on common paper stock).
Available from Margaret A. Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Avenue, St.
.Louis, MO 63109 U.S.A.
JOURNAL OF OLYMPIC HISTORY.
The International Society of Olympic Historians recently published
Volume 7 number 2. The first article featured Leon Stukelj, the oldest
living Olympic Champion who recently celebrated his Centenary.
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Slovenia's most famous sportsman won two Gold medals in
Gymnastics at the 1924 Olympics, a Gold medal and two Bronze
medals at the 1928 Olympics and a Silver medal at the 1936
Olympics. The actual facts of the funeral of Count Henri de BailletLatour, IOC President from 1925 to his death in 1942 provide a
thought invoking article. Other articles include 150 years of the
Wenlock Olympian Society,; an article dedicated to the memory of
Masaji Kiyokawa, winner of the 100 metre backstroke swimming title in
1932 and an IOC member; the story of an 1896 Olympic Postcard sent
by Felix Flatow a famous gymnast and signed by the German
gymnastic team; and British swimmers at the 1928 Olympics.
Available from Ian Buchanan, Old Fighting Cocks, Burgh-nextAylsham, Norfolk. NR11 6TP. Great Britain.
PHILA-SPORT.
Magazine of the Italian Union of Olympic and Sports Philatelists. Three
issues have been received since the last review.
Issue 28 does not include any Olympic articles but covers the World
Equestrian Games held in Rome last year, the 1995 Rugby World Cup;
and the1998 Football World Cup.
Issue 29 has articles on the Davis Cup (Tennis); The Paris Velodrome
used for the 1904 Olympics; Curling as featured on stamps, covers
and postcards; and an article on the visit to The World Collectors Fair
in Rio last November.
Issue 30 includes articles on European Football Cup competitions;
Rowing cancellations; and follow up articles on the 1995 Rugby World
Cup and The Davis Cup.
Available from Bruno Tassoni, Via dei Monti Tiburtini, 600, 00157
Roma, Italy.
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OLYMPICS AND SPORTS
CRICKET. CYCLING. FOOTBALL. GOLF, SWIMMING,
SHOOTING. TENNIS & T.T.. WINTER SPORTS
and many other Sports are featured in our post-bid

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES
OF COVERS, CANCELS, CARDS. STAMPS, Etc., 1896 - 1956

SEND FOR LATEST EDITION, WITH MORE
LOTS
Complimentary cop, for first time bidders .

Subscription rate for 2 editions £4.50 (UK); £5.00 (Europe); £6.00 (Air)
Most banknotes accepted as bank charges on overseas cheques are over L5.00!

HEALEY & WISE
(Inga-Britt & Michael Berry)

PO Box 3, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 4ZE, England
Tele: 01892 533270 Fax: 01892 512777
E-mail: Berry a healeyandss ise.demon.co.uk

Member SOC (UK). IMOS (D). SPI (USA)

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS
Membership starts on election, of which applicants will be notified, and will last for
one calendar year. All back issues of the magazine for the current year will be sent
to members joining during the year.
Junior members are those aged under 18 years in the year of joining, subscription
rates are half of the adult rate until the 18th birthday.
All applications should be made to the Secretary.
Subscription rates for 1999 are:
U.K. £8.00; Europe, £10.00 (DM 30, $US 20).
Outside Europe, £15.00 (DM 40. $US 28)
Acceptable forms of payment: $US cheques drawn in USA; Sterling, $US, or DM
currency notes; Sterling cheques.

/ AUCTIONS
✓ APPRAISAL SERVICE
✓ WANT LIST SERVICE
ALWAYS BUYING,
SELLING AND
TRADING
Torches, Winner's Medals,
Participation Medals,
Commemorative Medals,
Badges, Pins,
Bid Pins, Diplomas, Posters,
Official Reports, Programs,
Tickets, Books, Bid Books,
Postcards, Souvenirs elc.

OLYMPIC
GAMES
MEMORABILIA
1896-2004

We hovel woildwide for
significoni transactions.
Confidentially Assured
24 Auctions since 1990

FOR OUR NEXT
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG
& PRICES REALIZED
SEND
$15.00 (domestic)
$20.00 (overseas)
Next three catalogs are available
for $30.00 (Domestic)
and $40.00 (Overseas)

Ingrid O'Neil
Sports & Olympic Memorabilia
P.O. Box 60310
Colorado Springs. CO 80960-0310 USA
Tel: (719) 473-1538
Fax: (719) 477-0768
Email memorabilioiioneil.com
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