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FRONT PAGE 

Once again, the close of an Olympic Year, time to reflect on the past twelve months, and look 
forward to 1999. 

Nagano was a memorable experience for all attending, and I am sure that the philatelic and 
postal arrangements / souvenirs during the Winter Games will prove challenging to collectors in 
the future. Whilst those items aimed at the collector market will generally be available. much, 
much more material exists and I am sure that 'discoveries' will be made for many years to come. 

For Sydney 2000, we appear to have been spared a long running pre-games philatelic 
programme, but some genuine commercial material is beginning to appear. This will prove 
difficult for the collector to obtain, and act as an obstacle to 'completists', but it does offer the 
opportunity for every collector to represent the Games in their own unique way - surely the 
sense of achievement in finding (or even recognising) such commercial pieces brings greater 
satisfaction? 

With the exception of Nagano, 1998 has been a relatively 'quiet' year for the collector (a 
personal view, perhaps prejudiced by my lack of time for philatelic pursuits during 1998). The 
candidates to host the 2006 Winter Games have been active, and the IOC have managed to 
promote 'Olympic Day' at a number of important exhibitions, but after the Nagano Games most 
attention in sporting terms (and therefore philatelic commemoration), was tumed to the World 
Cup F000tball Championships in France. These have been dealt with extensively by the 
joumals of many of the FIPO member societies throughout the year. 

What of 1999? The main Olympic event will be the selection of the host for the 2006 Olympic 
Winter Games. For collectors there will be the World Fair in Lausanne at the Olympic Museum. 
We will surely see the introduction of a mascot for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games - it seems 
strange that the Americans are being so slow with a marketing opportunity. 

On the Society of Olympic Collectors front, elsewhere in this issue thanks to the efforts of Bob 
Wilcock, you will find an announcement for the publication of Albertville - The Facts Part 5, the 
final installment in our series looking at the Albertville Games. Even now, almost seven years 
after these Games closed, appearance of new information and finds have made it difficult to set 
a cut off date. Should there be future discoveries or additional information, they will be reported 
in Torch Bearer. 

At our last Committee meeting, Bob Wilcock was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman of the 
society, I am sure that many of you who have corresponded with or met Bob will join me in 
wecoming him to his new position. 

A group from the SOC will certainly visit the Collectors Fair in Lausanne during May 1999, if 
there are any members interested in joining us, please contact either Bob Farley or David 
Buxton, there may be some seats available in cars already committed. 

Torch Bearer should be back to regular publication dates next year, although, I am sure that you 
will all appreciate I have no option but to place my work ahead of my leisure activities, and I am 
afraid that I could not have forecast the demand for my services a year ago. 
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Seasons Greetings from the Mascots of the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games (from a greetings card disributed by The Sun- 

Herald, Christmas 1997.) 

Seasons Greetings and a Prosperous 1999 
from all members of the committee 
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SMALL ADS 

1984 Los Angeles Olympics  
Registered cacheted covers with "Los Angeles 

Olympics 1984" USPS registry tapes with 
specific PB meter numbers for many sports. 

Tie-in stamps / cancels / vignettes. 
For sale - Trades possible 
Send $1 for photocopies 

Specify sports of interest if possible 
Sherwin Podolsky, 

3074 Sappire Avenue 
Simi Valley, CA 93063-2101, USA 

Wanted 
1924 Chamonix machine cancel 
'SPORTS d'HIVER / CHAMONIX- 
MONT BLANC / JANVIER 1924' 

between 12.12.23 - 6.2.24 
R A Huurman, Gooiergracht 145, 

1251 VE Laren NH, Holland 

WANTED 
Various Official Reports for my collection. 

Please request my 'wants' list, 

Jurgen Wagner, 
Kiefernweg 88, 

55130 Mainz, Germany 

MELBOURNE 1956: SYDNEY 2000 

I specialize in the philatelic aspects 
of the above Olympiads. If you wish 
to buy, sell or exchange material in 
good condition kindly contact me. 

NOEL G. ALMEIDA 
PO Box 637, Dandenong 3175, 

Australia. Phone +61 3 9708 0708 
Fax +61 3 9700 1864 

Tennis 
M Pascal Bedenes, 

collects stamps and cancels on the 
theme of Tennis - he would like to 
correspond with other members. 

3, rue des Violettes, 
31140 Saint-Alban, France.  

BOXING / BOXERS ON STAMPS 
Single stamps or sets, swop for other sports 

stamps; or buy. 
Please send details to:- 

B. Cunningham 
"Box-On", 76 Church Road, 

Hale, Liverpool 24 4BA 

WANTED! - WANTED! - WANTED! 

Articles for TORCH BEARER - All Olympic related philatelic subjects. 
Why not share your knowledge of your special interest? 

An individual event, or Olympiad - personal experience at the Games. 
The story of an individual item? - Your questions about an individual item. 

There really are an unlimited number of subjects to choose from! 

WANTED 
Olympic Games Accreditation 

and Identity Cards 
Please send offers & photocopies to: 

CRAIG R. PERLOW 
307 Noble Forest Drive 

Norcross, GA 30092-2770 USA 

Wanted 
Pre 1960 Sports memorabilia - 
Speedway, Football and Rugby 

programmes, badges, books etc. 

John Kolasa, 17 Rockingham Close, 
Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics 

LE12 9PR (01509 601105) 
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IPOSTE ITALIANE 

00800 

CITTA' DI PINEI461.0  

DES r.Z.ZZA 	. 

• 

isiZittdeit 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

Uberto Stefanuti, one of our Italian members forwarded a copy of the meter illustratred below. 
The meter promotes the candidature of Turin as a potential host for the 2006 Olympic Winter 
Games, and is in use in Pinerolo which will act as a regional venue if Turin is selected. 

Recent 'snippets' from the Internet - Olympic Weekly News - 

• Cairo, Egypt has been declared as a candidate for the Summer Games - 2012. 

• Vancouver, has received the support of the Canadian Olympic Association as the 
Canadian candidate for the Winter Olympic Games, 2010. 

• The next Olympic World Collectors Fair will be held at the Olympic Museum in 
Lausanne from 21 - 23 May, 1999. (Any interested members please contact either 
David Buxton or Bob Farley - addresses inside front cover). 

Rene Christin, provided a photocopy of the illustrated meter from Grenoble earlier this year. 
'30°' ANNIVERSAIRE / DES JEUX OLYMPIQUES / DE GRENOBLE / 1968 98' 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
SOCIETY AUCTION 

Due to the late issue of Torch Bearer 
The auction closing date will be extended to 

14th February 1999 
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Vic Manikian (our man in Alaska), 

kindly forwarded examples of two of the United States Postal Service commemorative sheets 
from the series of ten titled Celebrate the Century. The complete series will include a sheet 
for each decade. Each sheet contains fifteen stamps, the designs of which celebrate a topic 
from the relevant decade. 

The two sheets received were sent because of their Olympic significance, the 1910's sheet 
includes a stamp honouring Jim Thorpe, and the 1930's sheet has a stamp showing Jesse 
Owens. 

In common with recent USPS issues, the stamps have related text on their backs, as follows; 

The first Native American 

sports hero, Jim Thorpe' 
was hailed as the greatest 
athlete in the world after 
he won the pentathlon 
and decathlon in 1912 

at Stockholm. 

CELEBRATE THE CENTURY - 1910's 

On the afternoon of 
May 25, 1935. Ohio State 

University's track star Jesse 
Owensnlwas credited with 
setting 5 world records and 
tying another. The following 

year he earned 4 gold 
medals in international 
competition at Berlin. 

CELEBRATE THE CENTURY - 1910's 

The 1930's sheet is interesting for a number of other reasons - 

One design celebrates the founding of LIFE magazine in November, 1936 - TIME LIFE is 
now of course an important Olympic sponsor. 
A further design celebrates the 1936 novel, Gone With the Wind - until 1996 one of the 
most famous references to Atlanta. 
Thirdly. it is perhaps appropriate that the first appearance of Superman"' in 1938 should 
be commemorated alongside Jesse Owens on a composite sheet. 
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• -  T E CHNOL 	Y 	• 	EN TER TAINM E NT 	SCiLNCE 

A final thought. Read those inscriptions on the backs of the Thorpe and Owens stamps 
again. '...1912 at Stockholm.'; '... international competition at Berlin.' Can you spot the 
missing word? 

Perhaps there are still some bridges to build between USPS and the Olympic movement, 
or is it just that USPS are a little bit too shy to use the '0' word! 

Meanwhile, look out for the other sheets. 

151 



Australis 

MIS 

II nal slavered Pleaseyam to 
capital city al SOW 01 addiees 

CommemesitleBark 

Without PO Box 9823, 
'squiggle' at 205°  
'Postage Paid' 

marealth 	Corm onweanh 	Cormoanwealth _ 
merealth Commonwealth: Comnonwealth... 

h 	Commonwealth - Conmornwealth 
- ralminealth 	CcnTrrtertweadth 

wealth - Comnamitealth - 
"aith Commonwealth Comnonwe 

Commonweal& Berk 4.  Il not detivered please return to 
capital city of state Of address Postage 

Paid 

Austrafia 

■ 

SWIM,  20CD 
..01.11.011A 

Co 
Co 

Comm• 
Corrrnon 

- Cc rmionwe 
Corrmanwe 

Ceim-mtwea 	ortmonwen 	amonwe - 
anwealth - 	Ca rrrn o nor e.F.11h 	Comma -tweallh 

nwealtil 	Comm amwealth 	Commonwealth 
orremanh 	Corrrnonwealth 	Commonwealth: 

tit 	Connounwea Ah 	Commonwealth 
akin - 	Conmomweatth 	Commonwealth 

• nwealth 	. Commonwealth. 

Without PO Box 9823, 

squiggle' at 270°  

Postage Paid' 

SYDNEY 2000 - UPDATE 

In respose to the article listing Sydney 2000 material in our last issue, Tom D'Arcy one of our 
Australian members (from whom I receive regular press cuttings and information), has added the 
following information on the Commonwealth Bank 'Postage Paid envelopes'. 

'There were 5 different envelopes used by the Commonwealth Bank, all the same size. They 
were used to send out Credit Card statements'. 

The envelopes divide into two basic types: 
- Three line If not delivered' text with reference to PO Box 9823; 
- Two line 'If not delivered' text without any PO Box reference. 

The second distinguishing feature is the relative position of the Sydney 2000 'squiggle', which is 
most easily referenced to the Postage Paid box. 
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WEMBLEY - VENUE OF LEGENDS 
THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF WEMBLEY 1923 - 1998 

Review by Alan Sabey on behalf of the Exhibition Study Group and the Society of 
Olympic Collectors. 

ISBN 190221052-2 

This new publication in late 1998, with a Foreword by the Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair, is 
in A4 format, approximately Y4 inch thick is The Official 75th Anniversary Magazine and is 
published by Columbus Press Ltd. Jordan House, 47 Brunswick Place, London N1 6EB 
(Tel: 0171 417 0700, Fax: 0171 417 0710). 

The history of the Stadium is divided into several chapters. 

The first contains information and pictures of the first Cup Final at Wembley in 1923, 
including photographs of the construction of the Stadium and of the crowd scenes at the 
first match there; followed by some rare photographs such as the Procession of the King 
and Queen's Carriage around the Stadium at the opening of the British Empire Exhibition 
in April 1924. 

For the Olympic Games of 1948, there are two full pages of information and pictures 
starting with the lighting of the Olympic Flame in Greece, until being carried into 
Wembley Stadium by John Mark. Also included are scenes of the unveiling of the 
Olympic Plaque at Wembley. 

A further section deals with the 1966 World Cup Final. 

The book is profusely illustrated throughout with black and white photographs, and 
although basically a football orientated book, at the mere cost of £3.50 it should be an 
essential item for the bookshelf of anyone interested in the British Empire Exhibition of 
1924 / 25 or the Olympic Games of 1948. 

By referring to the ISBN number given above, it should be very easy to obtain a copy 
through any High Street bookseller. 

NEWS; YOUR VIEWS; AND ARTICLES 
ARE ALWAYS NEEDED 

TORCH BEARER IS YOUR JOURNAL 
YOU CANNOT ALWAYS DEPEND ON 

OTHERS 
	I 
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The image (inset enlarged) should be 
well known to Olympic Collectors! 
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IMAGES OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

It appears that Olympic Collectors were denied an opportunity to represent Eric Liddell's 400 
metre victor/ at the 1924 Paris Olympic Games. A report in Stamp Magazine, August 1998, on 
the exhibition 'It's Only a Game' which was staged by the National Postal Museum during the 
summer. The exhibition drew from the unique collections at the museum, and included artwork 
and designs considered, but not adopted. 

Illustrations for the report included 
the design shown left: 

'Unadopted design by Carroll, 
Dempsey and Thirkell for the 
Centenary of Cinema issue 1996, 
featuring the actor Ian Charleston 
as Eric Liddell, from the film 
'Chariots of Fire'. 

On the 2nd July, 1998, South Korea also gave an Olympic image prominence in the design of a 
postal stationery card issued to commemorate 'The Year of Photographic Image'. 

rITT1* riCI-Z.A 



BARCELONA PURSUIT 

David Buxton 

My family decided that this year they would like to go to Spain for their summer holidays, a 
decision based on their wish to go somewhere hot, by the sea and with a swimming pool in the 
hotel / apartment complex. I went along with this wish when I realised that one of the possible 
venues was near Barcelona. 
My interest in the holiday increased when, on our arrival, the first building outside the airport had 
the Olympic Rings displayed, as did some of the direction signs. On arriving at our resort the 
Olympics of 1992 had made way for France 1998 and the Football World Cup, and my search in 
the evenings, wandering in and out of the souvenir stalls made me fear that I was too late to pick 
up any bargains. 

Two days into the holiday we went on an organised coach excursion to Barcelona. I knew that 
time would be limited but hoped that I would get a feel for where the Olympic Park would be for a 
visit by my own later in the week. Our first visit was to the stadium of Barcelona Football Club 
where to my delight there was an area in the museum devoted to football in the Olympics. There 
were however no Olympic souvenirs in the gift shop. Our tour of Barcelona took us past the 
Stadium, we stopped in Montjuic Park, but we were not near the Stadium. 
The Courier first told me that 
there was nothing to see at 
the Stadium, but when she 
realised that I was an Olympic 
fanatic, she was very helpful 
with information. We had 
lunch at a rebuilt Spanish 
Village (Poble Espanyol), 
where I found my first post 
cards of the Stadium and one 
of the Opening Ceremony. I 
spent time looking at the 
various Olympic caps that 
were on sale, but their price 
and the demands of my family 
to look at something else, 
convinced me that i should 
look later in the week. The 
coach then took us through 
the Olympic Port where the 
sailing events were held and 
the Olympic Village. Our next 
stop was at the Sagrada 
Familia which has become a 
symbol of the work of Antoni 
Gaudi. in looking for a drink, I 
found myself in front of a rack 
of postcards (!) and found 
another Opening Ceremony 
card and more views of the 
Stadium. 
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The start of what became the highlight of the holiday (for me) occurred after we had been given 
time to walk down the shopping street 'The Ramplas", and I noticed a poster with a likeness to 
Donovan Bailey. On closer inspection it was the 1996 Olympic 100 metre champion and he was 
running in an athletic meeting in the Olympic Stadium the following Saturday. My heart was now 
working at overtime rates, when Philip (my son) and I decided that we had seen a Tourist 
Information sign recently and with ten minutes before we were due back on the coach, we set off 
to find out more information. Unfortunately there was a long queue in the information centre, but 
Philip found a smaller version of the poster in the leaflet rack and we returned to the coach 
planning the forthcoming weekend. It appeared that the meeting would commence at 21.00 hrs 
on the Saturday, so the main problem was to convince my wife that Philip (who also likes to 
watch an athletics meeting) and I should go to the meeting and book into a hotel overnight. 

The following day, I tried to ring the number on the poster several times, only to hear a short 
recorded message in Spanish - which I do not speak. I decided to ask the holiday courier if she 
could ring the number and book a couple of seats. To my surprise the courier said that she 
could not Spanish and therefore could not help. Things began to look bad when the receptionist 
in the apartment told me that she was not allowed to use the telephone, even though I had 
offered to pay for the call, so I went to look for the local Tourist Board Office. When I eventually 
found it, it was closed for the early afternoon and on my return later in the day, they also told me 
that they could not telephone on my behalf. As the week progressed I was in two minds whether 
to attempt to get to the athletics meeting. I had visited the Railway station and the last train was 
19.30 hrs and there were no buses after this time either. The thought of an athletics meeting in 
the Olympic Stadium, was eventually sufficient for me to persuade my wife that Philip and I 
would go to Barcelona, travel to the Stadium, see if we could buy some tickets, find a hotel and 
then ring the apartment reception to leave a message by 18.00 hrs that we had either got the 
tickets and booked a hotel, or that we would return on the 19.30 train. 
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On arriving in Barcelona we caught a taxi to the Stadium and looked around it. The track 
was all prepared for the meeting, and a quick look at the gift shop produced no cards or 
memorabilia of the Olympics. We did however find the ticket office and bought two 
tickets for the meeting (at £2 each - a bargain) and we failed to find the Olympic Gallery. 
We decided that we should find a hotel and started to walk towards the Placa d'Espanya 
which I thought would be the nearest option. On our way we found the exhibition hall 
which was used for the Fencing and looked at the display board which had the names of 
the medallists in each of the disciplines and pictures of the Games. The Tourist 
Information Office was closed and the first hotel we found was too expensive. Philip then 
spotted a hotel by the Bull Ring and this turned out to be ideal for our needs. We booked 
in, and on leaving the hotel saw the athletes coming out of the hotel that we had rejected 
as too costly for us, loading their pole vault equipment onto a coach. After some sight-
seeing we returned to the Olympic Stadium, arriving about an hour early to find that some 
events had started with junior athletes competing. 

At 21.00 hours the local Radio Station began broadcasting and they lit the Olympic 
Flame - I was in my element, they then showed on the big monitor, scenes from the 
Opening Ceremony. I was there six years late! The athletics were enjoyable with 
Donovan Bailey winning the 100 metres (and awarded the best performance award) and 
Maria Mutola winning the womens 800 metres, being two of the big name athletes 
competing. As \a \souvenir I purchased a Tee Shirt with an Olympic Torch design. The 
crowd of 14,000 had been knowledgeable and enthusiastic, and a most enjoyable 
evening was soon over. Before returning to our resort the next morning, Philip and I 
visited the Sunday collectors market off the Ramplas. There were quite a few Olympic 
coins and a few stamp sets, but no cards to add to my collection. 



On Monday, another coach excursion took us to Andorra for some duty free shopping and to my 
delight we passed through Parc del Segre in La Seu d'Urgell, the site of the slalom Canoeing 
events. Two days later, I made my own way by train to Barcelona to visit the Olympic Park.  

Dancers during the Opening Ceremony 

I walked up to Montjuic and bought a few more postcards at a kiosk, before visiting the 
Swimming Pool where there were two 'more large boards with details of the medallists and 
pictures of the swimming, diving and water polo events. I then visited the stadium which was 
now very quiet, compared to the bustle of the previous Saturday and the groundsmen were 
marking out a football pitch, as this is now the home ground of the Dragons Football Club. I 
eventually found the Olympic Gallery, and had only half an hour as it was going to shut for lunch 
and would not be open again until late afternoon. The Gallery has ongoing film of the different 
events, costumes from the Opening Ceremony and equipment used during the Games. It also 
has a gift shop from which I made a few purchases, but no postcards. The Palau d'Esports Sant 
Jordi (indoor sports hall) was closed and so I felt that my Olympic programme was now complete. 
However, on my way to visit the Historical Museum later in the afternoon, I found a small craft 
shop which had a card of the Spanish Dancers during the Opening Ceremony. 

My family had a most enjoyable holiday, they went to a theme park while I spent my last day at 
the Stadium, and I returned home with some new cards, some Olympic memorabilia and my own 
special memories of an athletics meeting in the Olympic Stadium. Next year's holiday needs 
some careful planning! 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
"OLYMPIADA 2004" 

Ref No . 	. 
Date . 

Illustration a: The boxed cachet, with 
Greek text which translates as: 

QAP 
THE HELLENIC OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

INTERNATIONAL OL YMPIC 

4. Knpsoll 
I PG Tt ATHENS 

774.1.1.1.11 &KIWIS 

R POO *Ma a euvu 

6631 

„ 	 . 
Ent-rPoriii 

«oAym-niAaA 2o04;4„...1t1;, 
Ap. 
Hpcpoprivi 

,,.!•4•!•47:̀  

"ATHENS 2004" THE FIRST POSTAL MARKINGS 

Constantinos Varotsis 

Following the award of the XXVIII Olympic Games to Athens, the first postal marking from the 
Organising Committee appeared in 1998. This takes the form of a cachet used by the National 
Committee / "Olympiada 2004" on official correspondence for recording purposes., 

The first use of the cachet is recorded as May 1998. 

Illustration b: Registered cover from the International Olympic Academy, dated 19.06.98. 

The cover is cancelled 19.06.98 at Ancient Olympia. The first assembly of the NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE / OLYMPIADA 2004 was held in Olympia on the 19 - 20 June. 1998. 
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THE GREEK LITERARY AND Heripm. 

P
TY 1988 

Illustration c: Registered postcard used by 
The Greek Literary and Historical Archives Society. 

The cover is cancelled with a commemorative handstamp from Ancient Olympia for Olympic 
Winners, and bears an impression of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE / OLYMPIADA 2004 cachet. 

THE SOCIETY PACKET • 

Members who have used the packet service to buy and sell some of their Olympic material will 
be aware that for a number of reasons including the high postage cost of operating the scheme. 
the packet has been temporarily suspended. Material has now been returned to the vendors 
with the proceeds of the sales, and the Committee are looking at new ways in which to operate a 
packet scheme in the future. 

At present the Society Auction or the Members Small Ad's are the only facilities available 
through the Society to buy, sell or exchange Olympic material. Details of the Auction can be 
obtained from the Auction Manager John Crowther. 

Any queries relating to the packet as previously operated by the Society, should be addressed to 
the Treasurer. David Buxton. Addresses are given on the inside of the front cover. 
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56.1.1 

TUNE TO A.B.C. 
FOR OLYMPIC GAMES 

19 W156  
2 ='-r.TOV. :=71j 

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC METERS 1956-2000 

Bob Wilcock 

The listing that follows was initially compiled by Richard C. Peck, and published in the 
Australian magazine Stamp News in March 1998. The listing is repeated here, in a 
revised format, with Mr Peck's permission, and he has provided most of the illustrations. 
From 1964 to 1988 we include the Winternheimer numbers for ease of cross reference. 

Dates or periods of use are taken from known examples (often only one!). Should you 
have copies with dates outside the range shown I would be grateful for details. Even 
more important, if you have a meter that is not listed, please send me a photocopy 
(my address is 24 Hamilton Crescent, Brentwood, CM14 5ES). 

1956 Melbourne 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town Machine 
No 

Period of 
Use 

56.1.1 - Australian. TUNE TO A.B.0 Sydney X82 18.7.56 - 
Broadcasting FOR OLYMPIC N.S.W. 12.11.56 
Commission GAMES 1956 

56.1.2 - A. B. C. 22NDNOV. 8TH  DEC Sydney 469 7.1.56 	- 
- Rings & Torch N.S.W. 6.5.56 

56.2.1 - Caltex Oil TRAVEL THE Adelaide S74 11.10 	- 
(Australia) CALTEX WAY to Rail S.A. 21.12.56 
Pty. Limited the Olympic Games 

56.2.2 - Caltex Ditto Melbourne Vic. V51 18.10 	- 
13.11.56 

56.2.3 - Caltex Ditto Sydney N.S.W. 488 6.12.56 
56.2.4 - Caltex Ditto Sydney N.S.W. X67 19.10.56 
56.2.5 - Caltex Ditto Townsville Qld R67 19.10.56 
56.3.1 - MELBOURNE 56 	Dandenong PS0270 1986 - 

OLYMPICS 	Vic 3175 1992 
Noel Almeida Melbourne Cricket 

Ground 
56.3.2 - MELBOURNE Dandenong PS0270 1990 

Olympics 56 * 96 Vic 3175 
Melbourne Cricket 

Ground 
For illustration see 1996 Melbourne 
candidature 
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+56.2.3 56.2.5+ 

TRAVEL THE 

CAVIIEL 

to the 

Olympic Comes 

. 01M 
,129; 

101:11;1161 

rj TLAAIR S V I LLE 
"I 	LILO. 

011 
AUSTRALIA_ R 

POSTAGE PAID 

TRAVEL THE 

CrALT 
the 

Olympic 
to tge 

Olympic Genies 

(660 
(If TIC. 4 Ws•■•■■tYl 

1944 

aysnutiu: ay WV: MAY 

BROKEN Hal ASSOCIATED SMELTERS Pry. 

1960 — no meters recorded 

1964 Tokyo 

SOC IWiI 	User Text Town M/c Period of 
No No No Use 

64.1 Fl 1 THE BROKEN THE BROKEN HILL Melbourne NQ5 I 30.7.64 - 
HILL ASSOCIATED Vic 22.10.64 
ASSOCIATED SMELTERS PTY. LTD 
SMELTERS MELBOURNE / OFFICIAL 

1 PTY. LTD SPONSOR AUSTRALIAN 
OLYMPIC TEAM 

1968 - no meters recorded 
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1972 Winter Olympics, Sapporo 

 

VISIT 
XI OLYMPIC 

WINTER GAMES 
SAPPOItO, JAPAN 

FEB. 2-13, M.2 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c 
No 

Period of 
Use 

72W.1 F1 Japan VISIT XI OLYMPIC Sydney IX7 25.6.71 - 
National WINTER GAMES NSW 5.12.71 
Tourist SAPPORO, JAPAN 
Organisation FEB. 3-13, 1972 

1972 Munich 

.11  
Yir 

cFrIct ‘t. 
1072 

• :1111.til cwar:c 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town Mic 
No 

Period of 
Use 

72.1 - Craig, Mostyn 
& Co Pty. Ltd 

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
1972 AUSTRALIAN 

OLYMPIC TEAM 

G.P.O 
Sydney 

RN 
CC4 

9.10.72 

72.2 - ELNA Elna, the sewing machine 
in the Sewing Centre of 

the Olympic Games 
village-Munich, 1972 

Sydney 
N. S. W. 

16A 28.3.73 - 
24.4.74 

1  if:iin■ I 	s 

a m 73 

•=r,9,0,17-1a 0 aid I j  
\ r 	-,-_0.07 	_`'''' V 

\_,._.----\44,..-2:7-  
, Pi/am& 	ti  

Era, the sewin machine 1) 
the Sewing Centre et the Cl.,, - c 

G.iMES Vi!iagt 	::.: :i .. I:, 	:.:-.: 

.1 	- 
------:11- 
- S. - 
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1976 — no meters recorded 

1980 Lake Placid/Moscow 

80.1 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c No Period of 
Use 

80.1 - Comalco AUSTRALIAN Melbourne P.B. 19.11.79 
Aluminium OLYMPIC TEAM Vic 3000 2280D - 24.1.80 

SPONSOR 
80.2.1 - Kentucky "AUSTRALIAN Neutral P.B. 23.8.79 - 

Fried Chicken OLYMPIC TEAM Bay 1752D 21.2.80 
Pty. Ltd SPONSOR" splitting 

boomerang & rings 
Junction 
NSW 2089 

80.2.2 - Kentucky As above, plus Lutwych P.B 9.10.80 	- 
Fried Chicken 
Pty. Ltd 

Colonel Sanders 
portrait 

Old. 4030 20948 4.8.82 

(all boxed) 
80.3 - Kodak OLYMPIC GAMES Coburg P.B. 8-18.2.80 

Australia Pty. 1980 Vic. 651D 
Ltd KODAK- OFFICIAL 

SPONSOR AND 
CONSULTANT 

80.4.1 - National Adelaide P.B. 6.11.79 
Mutual S. Aust 13202D 

5080 
80.4.2 - National NATIONAL MUTUAL Brisbane P.B. 27.12.79 

Mutual Official Insurers ()Id. 4001 1468D 
80.4.3 - National and an Hobart P.B. 20.11.79 

Mutual Official Sponsor Tas. 7000 15318D 
80.4.4 - National 

Mutual 

of the 
1980 Australian 
Olympic Team 

Melbourne 
Vic 3000 

P.B. 
12079D 

4- 
17.12.79 

80.4.5 - National Melbourne P.B. Rings & boomerangs 
Mutual (all boxed) Vic 3000 26066D 26.3.80 

80.4.6 - National Sydney P.B. 27.12.79- 
Mutual N.S.W. 2564D 19.3.80 

2001 
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= POSTAGE PAID=  

80.3: 

80.4.5: 

80.2.1: 

80.2.2: 

c 	il.USTRALIA 
16\ 	 NISI-AGE PAID 'AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC 

TEAM SPONSO 

Note: this is the same machine with a changed post-town name. 

AUSTRALIA 

 rl .fir 
r 2 2 

1:4 

84W.1.2 WINTER 
OLYMPICS  7984; 

.9„(tisfpoN 
MEDAL 111CTOP:ES, 
S GOMM SILVER, 

7 BRONZE FOSIAGE 
42C6 
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1984 Winter Olympics Sarajevo 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c 
No 

Period of 
Use 

84W.1.1. - WINTER ULTIMO 13.9.84 - 
OLYMPICS 1984 N.S.W. 23.8.85 

Bursil Skis Dynastar 2007 E 4226 
84W.1.2 Broadway 20.9.95 — Sportswear SALOMON 

ROSSIGNOL N.S.W. 23.5.86 
MEDAL VICTORIES, 
5 GOLD,10 SILVER, 

7 BRONZE 

2007 



1984 Los Angeles 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c No 	Period of 
Use 

84.1 F3 DHL 
International 

Official Worldwide 
Courrier of the 1984 

Olympic Games 

Mascot 
N.S.W. 
2020 

146511 19.3.84 - 
9.8.84 

84.2 - Leo 	Muller 
Toyota 

LEO MULLER 
TOYOTA 

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
1984 OLYMPIC TEAM 

P.O.BOX 101 
ALBION 4010 

Albion 
QLD. 4010 

E 1336 15.2.84 
(Date 
error: die 
shows 
/5 2 64) 

84.3.1 Fl 
Network 
Ten 

NETWORK TEN 
Boomerangs & rings 

Lane 	Cove 
NSW. 2066 

PB 
39263 

15.12.83 
- 27.2.84 

84.3.2 F2 NETWORK TEN 
Boomerangs & rings 

The Australian 
Olympic Network 

Nunawading 
Vic 3131 

E 1345 17.8.83 - 
29.6.84 
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. rb, AUTERALIAN 
01  

P.O. BOX 101. 
ALGiON. 4010 

FCM:X PAID fir, 
E 1.0C 

lEO itillatiTOYOTA  
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OtYMPK 
TEAM 

vassal 
wat 

(-ic 15.12.83n 

• i)) 

84.1: 

84.2: 

84.3.1 

84.3.2 



Official Sponsor 
Australian Olympic 
Team 1980 

Official Sponsor 

Australian Olympic 

Team 1988 

AUSTRALIA 

C 3 7 
POSTAGE PAID 

est 44. ECM 12112 N'Z' 

1988 Cal a /Seoul 
SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c No Period of 
Use 

88.1.1 F1 3M Logo & East Perth PB 14.1.87 - 
Official Sponsor W.A. 6000 74750 10.6.88 

88.1.2 - 3M Australian Olympic Woolloongabba EFM 20.9.88 
Team 1988 ClId. 4102 12112 

Boxed 
88.2.1 - SEOUL '88 Lane Cove PB 21.7.87 - 

Television & Seoul '88 logo NSW. 2066 39365 6.4.88 
88.2.2 - Channel SEOUL '88 North Adelaide PB 4.3.88 	- 

TEN & Australian S. A. 5006 11549D 28.3.88 
Olympic logo 

(rings & 
boomerangs) 

88.3 - Shell Principal Sponsor Brisbane PB 30.6.88 
Australian Olympic Q1d.4000 29584D 

Federation 
& Aust. 01. logo 

88.1.1: 

88.1.2: 

88.2.1: 
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C\C\N principal :".Tholisor 
■ ) Ati5ir ulian 

Olympiz Ijc-cisrokia 

88.3: 

1992 Barcelona 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town M/c No Period of 
Use 

92.1 - Channel 7 
Adelaide (South 
Australian 
Telecasters Ltd) 1 

See the 
OLYMPICS 

MESZIM 
. on 7 

Walkerville 
S. Aust. 
5081 

PB 
59888 

22.7.92 

04.,  AUSTRALIA:-  
POSIAGE PAID cr 

..1•28.3.68 rl 4 	0 3 7 =7_ 

'4.50° FE • 
.:5 •.:G 

88.2.2: 

1996 Melbourne Bid 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Town 	M/c No Period of 
Use 

96B.1 - Becton BECTON Melbourne H367253 16.10.89 
Corporation CORPORATION Vic 3000 — 17.4.90 

I Pty Ltd SUPPORTING 
OLYMPICS FOR 

MELBOURNE 1996 
96B.2 - Bunge BUNGE (Australia) [2] Melbourne EFM 	29.11.89 

(Australia) P.O. Box 1667N Vic 3000 12428 	— 21.8.90; 

MELBOURNE 3001 
SUPPORTING 

OLYMPICS FOR 
MELBOURNE 1996 
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Above: 96B.1 & 96B.2 Below: 96B.1 on Olympic Candidature envelope: 

BECTON 

CORPORATION 

SUPPORTING 
OLYMPICS FOR 

MELBOURNE 
1996 

AUSTR ALI Al 

0 0.4 1 

1-1367253  I POSTAGE PAIO 

E 1 T 01N 
Becton C.ummonun 
PyI tri 

47051K** Road 
Mdbourne 3004 
Telephone 267 5077 
hattoYulP 7fi7 3,11h 

• 

,/:.2za DO 3c 3 c/ 

SUPPORTING 
OLYMPICS FOR 
MEIBLUML 

19Q6 

_ 	- 
I 1  

" ,o) 

•• 	P OSTit. GE- P 

• • .-• ^-•-• 	̂-,• 

B 

96B.3 - Noel MELBOURNE Dandenong PS0270 1990 
(also Almeida OLYMPICS 56 * 96 Vic 3175 
56.3.2) Melbourne Cricket 

Ground 
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C 
Colonial mutual 
If uncleItvorable return to 
PQ BOK 771 H Melbourn o 3001 

en.6 	eardocccedeedt 
"1""•,-"m7 ' 9 cocccocceoccocca 

Plain meter (not in the 
listing) on Colonial mutual 
envelope with Melbourne 

Candidature logo 

1996 Atlanta 

Richard Peck's original listing put this meter with those supporting the Sydney 2000 
Candidature. However its use from 1994 to 1997 suggests to me it is of a more general 
nature. It is used by Ford. Can anyone confirm Ford's precise Olympic links in 
Australia? 

SOC 
No 

Wi 
No 

User Text Dater M/c No Period of 
Use 

96.1.1 - Australian flag over Olympic rings Fawkner 13.10.94 
- Ford If undeliverable return to PB - ? 

96.1.2 Private Bag 6 DATE 33601D 17.1.95- 
Campbellfield, Victoria 3061 POSTED 6.2.97 

VICTORIA 

2000 Sydney Bid 

Torch Bearer Volume 15, Issue 3, August 1998, pages 122-4, gave a listing by type of 
dater and value tablet. The listing that follows is arranged by user, with additional 
meters. The numbers in brackets and the type are those in the previous article. 

Type A.1: 
Type A.2: 
Type A.3: 
Type A.4: 

Type A.5: 
Type A.6: 

Map of Australia, aircraft and surfer, single ring dater 
Ditto, double ring dater 
Southern Cross, single ring dater, with arcs 
Ditto, without arcs A.4A: horizontal machine number 

A.4B: vertical machine number 
Southern Cross, double ring dater, horizontal machine number 
Kangaroo & boomerang 
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2000 Sydney Bid "S ui lel" 
SOC 
No 

User Text Town Type Mlc 
No 

Period 
of Use 

00B.1 
(A.4.a) 

AMF Bowling 
Centres 
Australia 

SYDNEY 2000 
& Sydney Opera 
House 'squiggle' 

Bid logo 

Chatswood 
NSW 2057 

A.4A PBM 
40075 

16.8.93 - 
27.5.94 

Re-used 9.96 when AMF 
logo slug was damaged 

008.2 
(A.4.0 

Barnsley Joinery 
Works Pty. Ltd 

(kitchen 
manufacturers) 

Ditto Wallsend 
NSW 2287 

A.4B PB 
33283 

26.8.93 - 
12.9.95 

008.3 
(A.4.e) 

Barrie Cole 
Transport 

Ditto Queanbeyan 
NSW 2620 

A.4B PB 
79260 

21.11.93- 
6.11.96 

00B.4 
(A.3.a) 

Broken Hill 
Hospital 

Ditto Broken 	Hill 
NSW 2880 

A.3 PB 
45587 

1.2.94, 	- 
19.4.96 

00B.5 
(A.1.a) 

Commonwealth 
Bank 

Ditto Sydney NSW 
2000 

A.1 PBF 
1107 

4.8.93 	- 
16.10.93 

00B.6 
(A.4.c) 

Fox, Maher & 
Partners 

Ditto Newcastle 
NSW 2300 

A.4B PB 
68837 

5.7.94 	- 
23.10.96 

008.7 Horwath & 
Horwath 

Ditto Dickson ACT 
2802 

A.4B PB 
79112 

15.12.93 
-16.10.95 

008.8.1 
(A.2.b) 

(Building & Construction 
Industry) Long Service 
Payments Corporation 

Ditto 
Crows 	Nest 
NSW 2065 

A.2 PB 
12118D 

8.2.94 	- 
8.8.96 

Date Posted 
New 	South 
Wales 

A.5 PBM 
40630 

18.10.96- 
17.11.97 

00B.8.2 

00B.9 Mater Radiology Ditto Crows 	Nest 
NSW 

A.4A PBB 
00179 

24.11.93- 
15.2.94 

00B.10 Promedia Ditto North 	Ryde 
NSW 

A.4B PB 
61704 

1.12.93 

00B.11.1 
(A.2.a) Rapid Solutions 

(Broadmeadow NSW) 

Ditto Date Posted 
New 	South 
Wales 

A.2 PB 
54559D 

8.3.94 	- 
22.3.94 

Ditto Cardiff NSW A.2 PB 
54559D 

24.11 	- 
18.12.95 

00B.11.2 

00B.12.1 
(A.4.d) Remington 

Pitney 
Bowes 

Ditto North 	Ryde 
NSW 2113 

A.4.A PBM 
I 40089 

14.7.93 - 
15.12.93 

Ditto Fortitude Valley 
Qld. 4006 

A.2 PB 
771D 

14.8 	- 
25.11.93 

008.12.2 

Ditto Broadmeadow 
NSW 2292 

A.4B PB 
16072 

21.7.93 008.12.3 

00B 13 Somerville First 
National Real Estate 

Ditto Ashfield 
NSW 2131 

A.4B PB 
91632 

23.11.93- 
14.1.97 

00B.14 Teachers Financial 
Services 

Ditto North 
Parramatta 

A.4B PB 
55245 

15.6.94 

008.15 
(A.4.b) 

Astro Courriers Ditto Lidcombe 
NSW 2141 

A.4B PB 
105941 

15.7.94- 
1.7.97 

00B.16 User unknown - 
Meter in blue 

Ditto 
1 

Date Posted 
New South Wales 

A.4A PBB 
00410 

11.12.95 
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2000 Sydney Bid 

See Torch Bearer August 1998 for further illustrations. 

00B12.3 (Remington Pitney Bowes) 

SOC 
No 

User Text Town Type Mk 
No 

Period 
of Use 

00B.17 Brad Dalton 
Basketball 
Services 

SYDNEY 2000 
4 basketball ima. es 

illai  Dalto 

Date Posted 
New South 

Wales 

A.5 PB 
01852 

16.8.93 - 
27.5.94 

(in black 
or in 
blue) 

BASKETBALL SERVICES 
Po Box 585 

Nth Narrabeen 
NSW 2101 

00B.18 Noel 
Almeida 

BACK TO 
AUSTRALIA 
Opera House 

SYDNEY 2000 

Dandenong 
VIC 3175 

A.6 PS 
0270 

1993 

00B.17 

00B.18 
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Also East Melbourne VIC 3002 PB 49835 copy seen dated 17.3.92 

Sydney, New South Wales 2000: 

I should like to thank Karl Reiter and 
Noel Almeida for additional inform-
ation. 

As yet, no meters beyond the Sydney 
candidature period have come to light, 
and we shall be grateful if members 
would send photocopies to myself or 
Bob Farley when meters appear. 

We close with illustration of a vignette 
found on cover with a plain National 
Panasonic meter in 1984. A smaller 
size also exists. 

PS 2623 	from about May 1991: 
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Australian Olympic Committee (replaced the Federation): PB 68836: 



OLYMPIC-GAMES 
FOOTBALL (SOCCER) 

SPORTS 
G'  	1  Worldwide delivery - classic till today - 

stamps /blocsisouvenir-sheets/**/*/0/17Z, • proofs • epreuve 

de luxe • cards • letters • first day covers • postmarks • 
cancellations • postal stationery •books • autographs • 

tickets • programs • pins • badges • pressfotos • coins • 
medals and more special material 

OUR STOCK HAS MORE THAN 50 000 ITEMS FROM 

ATHENS OLYMPICS 1896 TO SYDNEY 2000 

pricelists (8 a year with aprox. 100 pages / some illustrations) 
auction catalogues (mai! bidding) 4 3 year (every lot is illustratcd) 

Please pay for postage / For interested clients from: 	 Please notice: 

Europe 
(in cash DM 5.00 or £ 2,00 or US $ 4.00) 

Oversee 
(in cash DM 10.00 or US $ 7.00) 

We don't accept credit cards! 
If you send bank checks please add S 

10.00 for banking charges! 
Thank you very much 

the: top spe.cialists around; the. \Norio CmyrnpiCS 
111% 

Heiko Volk 
Olympia-Philatelie 
Postfach 3447 — Friedrich-Ebert-Str.85 
D-64715 Michelstadt - Germany 
Tel. ++ 6061-4899 - FAX ++ 6061-73631 
Internet: http:lwww.olympiaphilateiie-volk.inl.de 
e-mail: Heiko.Volk© t-online.de 

175 



H E LV ETtA 90 
x* -1/4 4, 

r4c11.-:i441;-t-t 
- to*.  f, digr1/4 

ion 2006 
itterland 
dilate 

Postal Stationery Cards 

The candidature of Sion was 
promoted at the KB FED CUP 
event in Switzerland, and the 
opportunity was taken to issue 
two postal stationery cards using 
the design of the Sion 
candidature 	commemorative 
stamp as the postal imprint. 

These cards show a group of the 
tennis players, and the players 
holding a Sion 2006 banner. 

Two further cards were then 
issued to commemorate the semi-
final and the final of the event -
showing the contestants. 

The cards will no doubt prove 
popular with tennis collectors, 
and because three of them have 
no obvious connection to the 
Olympic Winter Games on the 
picture side, may be overlooked 
by Olympic collectors. 

Submission of the Bid 
Document to the 
International Olympic 
Committee 	on 
was commemorated 
by a special hand-
stamp. 
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SION A CANDIDATE FOR THREE DECADES 

Sion has been relatively active in offering philatelic commemoration of its bid to host the XX th 
Olympic Winter Games in 2006. 



Bonne chance 6 la <andidatioo Moo 2006 

Nous sutrtsexrrrs la ‹andidatore olympioue de Sion 2006 We support the orympic candidate Situ-, 2006 

Saston
ilM

O
 is

 candidature
 oH

m
pica di

 S io
n

 2060  
V

io
l 

il
o

ig
  f

t ir
  d

ie
  k

a
nd

id
g

o
r  S

io
n  

2 

iA 

9
0

0
2

 4; 9
?
S

 44
1 t

O
P

!P
ki 

•=k 

Gos,KI;tok. #rar ttre 5k.ol 2006 candidature 
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Sion first stood as a candidate to host the 
Olympic Winter Games of 1976, and was 
placed second to Denver. 

The subsequent withdrawal of Denver and 
hosting of the Games by Innsbruck is 
difficult to illustrate. The only philatelic 
issue that springs to mind is a miniature 
sheet issued by Equatorial Guinea on the 
closure of the Sapporo Games, looking 
forward to Denver in 1976. 

I was extremely surprised to be offered 
the illustrated self-adhesive sticker 
recently which commemorates the earliest 
candidature of Sion. 

The sticker is 69 mm x 79 mm and 
coloured black, red and gold with the 
Olympic Rings in their official colours. 
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ITALIA '98 - INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

Bob Farley 	 t 9RI 
Italia '98 took place between the 23rd October 
and 1st November 1998 in Milan, and as a 'last 
minute' arrangement we managed a lightning 
trip (arrival midnight Friday - departure 5pm 
Sunday). 

The main purpose of the visit was really to 
achieve a weekend break and unwind - traffic 
conspired to defeat that objective, as we 
missed our outward flight, hence the midnight 
arrival. 

The second reason for the visit was the opportunity to meet with members and friends who 
would be present as they were exhibiting. 

We are indebted to Uberto Stefanuti, who collected us from our hotel, drove us to the Exhibition, 
made introductions to the members of U.I.F.O.S., generally looked after our well-being, and then 
took us into the centre of Milan for Brenda and Sarah to shop and visit tourist attractions (I took a 
taxi back to the Exhibition). 

There were some impressive Olympic and sport exhibits, with some superb individual items 
distributed throughout. Unfortunately, I have not yet seen a copy of the Official awards, and I will 
therefore refrain from mentioning the awards made to SOC members until I can offer a complete 
list. 

My command of Italian is restricted to anything sounding similar to the equivalent in eithe 
English or French, but it was not difficult to comprehend the general topic of conversations. 
There was a general feeling amongst exhibitors (not restricted to Olympic or Sports collectors) 
that the judging had been rather harsh. A number of exhibits achieved lower awards than on 
previous occasions - some after extensive rewriting, others without significant changes. A 
number of exhibitors were hoping for the opportunity to discuss their results. 

For my part, I can only say that I am grateful to all those exhibitors who took part. I rarely find 
time to wander amongst the exhibits, and I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to view such a 
wide range of material, a wide variety of approaches to similar subjects, and differing styles of 
presentation - not all of which were amongst the Olympic displays. I came away having added to 
my Olympic knowledge, and with ideas on arranging and categorising my own material. 

Away from the exhibits, the main dealers area was a real delight, spacious walkways, well lit at 
the stands, and generally very friendly. The majority of local collectors had obviously taken 
advantage of the previous weekend, and the attendance was therefore lower during our visit, 
offering the chance for a relaxing browse through some excellent stock. 

Two features of Italia '98 really struck me when comparing with British Exhibitions; the 
spaciousness of both the dealers and exhibition areas (it really was a superb venue); and the 
high number of postal administrations in attendance from all continents (not just agencies trying 
to represent half the world on one stand). 
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In common with recent International 
Exhibitions, one day was designated as 
'Olympic Day', with a commemorative 
handstamp. The Italian Postal Administration 
offered two opportunities to create souvenirs 
with the handstamp: 

- A folder of ten postcards was on sale throughout the 
exhibition. The ten designs related to the designated 
'days' and handstamps allowing the creation of daily 
maxi-cards. 

U.J 

- A series of three postal stationery cards were 
issued on Friday 29th October (Olympic Day), 
with a postally paid imprint for worldwide 
delivery. The handstamp therefore acts as a 
First Day Cancellation. The three cards are of 
similar designs, each showing an Olympic 
medal at the centre, with surrounding segments 
showing photographs of Olympic events. The 
medals are gold, silver and bronze. 

In conjunction with the issue of the stationery cards, a brochure was released for sale (the usual 
practise for Italian issues), this is A5 in format (folded A4), printed on a cartridge quality paper 
and reproduces the designs in colour, with design and production details. 
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.11 If ORPE 
i 	 .DECAT 

AND PEN ?...A.t rsLON 

THE GREATEST ATHLETE OF THEM ALL? 

Based on material and information from the collection of Vic Manikian. 

Numerous accounts of Jim Thorpe's achievements during the Vth Olympic Games in Stockholm 
have been written, together with the removal of his Olympic medals and more recently their 
retum to his family. Vic kindly forwarded the material shown on the following pages from his 
collection. 

The text sections are taken from the inserts of a number of the covers shown. 

Kings of Sport, cover No. 1 - Artcraft 

James Francis Thorpe, christened with the name of Bright Path, was born May 28, 1888 in the 
Indian Territory now part of the State of Oklahoma. His father, Hiram Thorpe, of the Sac-Fox 
tribe, was half Irish and half Indian; His mother, Charlotte View, a grand daughter of the famous 
Chippewa chief Blackhawk, half Indian and half French. It is said that the young brave Jim, the 
future "greatest male athlete" of 1900-50, was able to ride at three years of age, could swim 
almost as early, and shot his first deer at age ten. 

Jim Thorpe entered Carlisle School in Pennsylvania, a coeducational institution conducted on 
the half-study, half-work basis, in 1904 seeking to leam the electricians trade. It was 1907 when 
he first attracted the attention of Carlisle's then athletic coach, Glen L. "Pop" Warner, who 
foresaw the budding young athlete a potential track star. Relegated to the bench as a rookie 
during the 1907 varsity football season, Thorpe quickly showed his potentialities early in the 
1907 season when, having to suddenly fill in for the injured regular halfback, he sped 65 and 85 
yards for touchdowns to upset a mighty University of Pennsylvania team. By season's end he 

was the most talked-about athlete in the State. 

In the summers of 1909 and 1910 as part of the two-year work session of his curriculum the 
young Thorpe, while working on farms in the South, seized upon an opportunity to play some 
baseball for small pay among the Carolina pro-league teams. 
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It was later to prove a fateful decision. He returned to Carlisle for the 1911 football season which, 
as it progressed, saw the real beginning of Jim Thorpe's rise to athletic immortality. It was his 
superb performance during the season which won him Warner's acclaim as "the greatest football 
player of all time" and selection as halfback on Walter Camp's honorary All-American team. 
Particularly outstanding exploits of his play during the season were his four field goals and 70 
yard touchdown run as Carlisle humbled previously unbeaten Harvard, and his scoring of 22 
points of Carlisle's 26, including a 97 yard touchdown run, versus the 6 points scored by Army at 
the game played at West Point. 

Thorpe was a ready participant in all other sports offered at Carlisle and without difficulty seemed 
to excel in all. In his career he held championships in no less than eleven sports including 
baseball, skating, hockey, tennis, lacrosse, and swimming as well as track and field events. It 
was at the Olympic Games in 1912 at Stockholm however, that his meteoric athletic career 
reached it's climax when he won both the pentathlon and decathlon events, a feat never 
accomplished before or since. In the pentathlon (running broad jump, javelin throw, 200-metre 
flat race, discus throw, and 1500-metre flat race) he won four out of five first places. In the 
decathlon (adding to the above shot put, running high jump, 100-metre dash, 110-metre for the 
200-metre) he scored an amazing 8,412 out of a possible 10,000 points, topping all previous 
records. 

Returning to Carlisle Thorpe finished another notable gridiron season amassing 25 touch-downs 
and 198 points, resulting in his being named to Camp's All-American team for the second 
successive year. He continued playing football as a pro and in 1920 he helped organize the 
American Professional Football Association of which he was elected president prior to its being 
renamed the National Football League (N.F.L.) in 1922 at Canton, Ohio. A spectacular attraction 
of the Canton Bulldogs as a player for several years, he played for the New York Giants in 1925-
26 and the St. Petersburg, Fla. team, finally retiring in May 1929 at Springfield, Missouri. 

History records the fateful decision of the A.A.U. in 1913 which declared Jim Thorpe to have 
been a "pro" athlete for having played baseball in the Carolina League in 1909 and 1910 arm 
thereby dictating the expunging from the records all his official winnings at the Olympic Games 
and the return of all medals and trophies awarded. The presentation made to him by King 
Gustav of Sweden however, could not be taken from him. These were the words addressed to 
him and proclaimed publicly, "You, sir, are the greatest athlete in the World". 

In two polls conducted by the Associated Press in 1950 among 393 sports writers and 
broadcasters for their opinions: first, as to the greatest football player, and second, as to the 
greatest male athlete of the first half of the twentieth century, the results were not even close. 
Jim Thorpe was voted "greatest" in both. 

The cancellation used on the Kings of 
Sport cover is dated August 15, 1974 

from JIM THORPE. PA 18229. 

A separate note from Judith Lech, Postmaster of 
JIM THORPE, PA, confirms that the name of the 
town was changed from Mauch Chunk to Jim 
Thorpe in 1954. • 

( AUG 1 5 % 

IA 71 

183 



S,portt Phic ltfiita fnter!wtionel 

... 

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
UMW,* 

JIM THORPE'S MEDALS 
),ANUARY l 9, 1483 

The Great Seal 
of the United States 

r782-1982. 

40Ckist 	 /rch0 USA 
20, 

At JAN 
04 „--.; 	E! 1 8 

- 	■ 40"" 	s~ 1383 

4-0 
0 	

(4. CA SO 

CASES Of VIE XXsthal  
LOS OWES lig4 

On January 18, 1983 the International Olympic Committee returned the medals awarded to Jim 
Thorpe at the 1912 Olympic Games. 

Sports Philatelists International commemorated this event with a privately overprinted postal 
stationery envelope. 

Jim Thorpe Commemorative Stamp 

A 20-cent commemorative stamp honoring American athlete Jim Thorpe was issued May 24 in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, near where Thorpe was born. The first day ceremony was held at the 
Shawnee Junior High School. 

A football, track and baseball star, Jim Thorpe is considered one of the greatest athletes of all 
time. He made sports history at the 1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm by winning gold 
medals for both the pentathlon and the decathlon, the first athlete to accomplish that feat. One 
year later, he was ordered to return the medals after it was discovered that he had played semi-
professional baseball two years prior to competing in the Games. On January 19, 1983, the 
International Olympic Committee returned replicas of Thorpe's 1912 medals to his family. 

After the Olympics, Thorpe played both professional baseball and football. In 1920 he became 
the first president of the American Professional Football Association and, in 1950, he was voted 
the greatest all-round athlete of the first half of the 20th century by a poll of sportswriters and 
broadcasters. The legendary athlete was named to the Halls of Fame for college football, pro 
football and track and field. 

The stamp, which is the latest addition to the American Sports Series, is based on a photograph 
of Thorpe when he played for the Canton Bulldogs of the American Professional Football 
Association.  

The above text is taken from the 'First Day Panel' illustrated next page.. 
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A giant postcard, published by the Oklahoma Historical Society (71532-C) used as a maxi-card 
for the May 24, 1984 issue. 
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OFF C:AL FIRST ()AY COVES 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

1 

1 

H 
0 

P 
E 

AMERICA'S GS EATEST ATHLETE • 18a6 - 1953 

Two commercially produced cachets for First Day Cover envelopes are reproduced below. 

It is interesting to note that the First Day cancel used on the Colorado "Silk" Cachet cover is very 
different to the cancel used on all other illustrated items. The cancelling lines are only 49.5 mm 
in length, and the dater is only 20 mm in diameter. On the other examples the cancelling lines 
are 65 - 67 mm in length, and the dater is 24 mm in diameter. 

The difference in the relative position of the FIRST DAY OF ISSUE text is very obvious. 
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First Day Cover of the May 24, 1984 
stamp on an envelope of the 
'Principal Chief, Sac and Fox Tribe 
/ of Indians of Oklahoma, Route 2, 
Box 246, Stroud, Oklahoma 74079. 
The cover is signed by Chief Thorpe, 
one of Jim's seven children. The 
logo of the Sac and Fox Tribe is 
enlarged below, - note the Olympic 
Rings. 
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For the 1998 Jim Thorpe stamp issue see NEWS FROM MEMERS. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
SOCIETY AUCTION 

Due to the late issue of Torch Bearer 
The auction closing date will be extended to 

14th February 1999 
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REVIEW OF MAGAZINES WITH OLYMPIC INTEREST 

Journal of Sports Philately - Volume 37 issue No 1 

This issue of Sports Philatelist International journal features Postal Notes from Nagano 1998. As 
with the Summer Games in Atlanta, the host country's Olympic cancellation programme was a 
mystery until a few days before the games began. The symbolic representation of flowers on 
the and the listings of postmarks and post offices, where they were used, is well documented in 
the article along with the adventures of obtaining the correct postmarks on covers. The second 
Olympic article relates to the Australian 1996 Festive Olympic Frama Labels. A Frama label is a 
printed-on demand stamp similar to a meter but without any indication of the office of issue or 
date. The magazine also has a regular update on Sydney and Salt Lake City memorabilia. 

Available from Margaret A. Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63109 U.S.A. 

Journal of Olympic History - Volume 6 issue No 3 

Journal of The International Society of Olympic Historians. The leading article introduces us to 
the American Elwood S. Brown who addressed three I.O.C. sessions in 1920, 1921 and 1922. 
Elwood worked for the Y.M.C.A. and his talent for organisation and the use of the Y.M.C.A. to 
advance the Olympic message was encouraged by Baron de Coubertin. Other articles feature 
Glenn Davis the 1956 Olympic hurdle champion, the formation of the German Olympic 
Committee after World War II, and the football tournament of 1928 in Amsterdam. A further 
article updates some of the topics raised by David Young's book 'The Modem Olympics: A 
Struggle for Revival" and includes the efforts of Dr. Brookes in conceiving the idea of the Modern 
Olympics. 

Available from Margaret Ian Buchanan, Old Fighting Cocks, Burgh-next-Aylsham, Norfolk. 
NR11 6TP, Great Britain. 

Phila-Sport - issue 27 

Magazine of the Italian Union of Olympic and Sports Philatelists. This issue features the article 
on the Post Office in Athens during the 1896 Olympic Games (see last Torch Bearer) 
Telephone cards from Nagano, the second installment of Olympic torches and the Torch relays, 
and Nagano cancels by the Prague Post Office are each the subject of other Olympic articles. 
This issue is well illustrated, as always. The main articles in this issue relate to the Football 
World Cup. 

Available from Bruno Tassioni, Via dei Monti Tiburtini, 600, 00157 Roma, Italy. 

The Standard Bearer - issue 1 

A new magazine devoted to celebrating courage and achievement has as its first article the life 
of Henry Taylor, an orphan from Lancashire who despite many difficulties in his early life 
became one of Britains finest swimmers and the most successful competitor of the 1908 London 
Olympics. Britain had to wait 68 years before it won another swimming title. 

Available from J. Bancroft, 280 Liverpool Road, Eccles, Manchester M30 ORZ. Great Britain. 
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ALBERTVILLE - THE FACTS PART 5 

We are pleased to announce that Albertville - The Facts Part 5 is now ready, 
completing the philatelic story of the Games. It is 64+ pages, A5 size, fully illustrated and 
with the same computer technology as used for Torch Bearer. 

It starts with an intriguing stamp variety, and gives the background to the imperforate 
"miniature sheet", with two rows of stamps all red, and two all blue (it is not what it 
seems!). 

There is a handy one page checklist of all the Olympic booklets, ideal for every collector, 
supported by a detailed listing of all the printings, for the specialist. 

We catch up with additional slogan postmarks and meters, but the heart of the booklet is 
devoted to the postal arrangements during the Games, with lists of events and medal 
winners, showing those medal winners known to have been depicted on stamps. 

Another large section looks at stationery and postal stationery, there is a brief report on 
the Paralympic Games, and we conclude with a valedictory article on Henri Robert, 
Postmaster of Albertville at the time of the Games, and the association that he founded 
"Post Olympic 1992". 

Albertville - The Facts Part 5 will be published in early 1999, and will be available at a 
special price to members who pay their 1999 subscription by 31 January 1999, or who 
have pre-paid their 1999 subscription: 

Special Prices: Prices after 31 January 1999: 

United Kingdom 	 £2.00 United Kingdom 	 £3.50 
Europe 	  £2.50 or DM7 Europe 	  £4.00 or DM12 
Rest of World (air) 	 £3.00 or $6 Overseas (surface) 	 or $7 

£3.00 or $6 
Overseas (air) 	 £5`.'00 or DM15 

or $9 

At the same time members may like to acquire copies, or additional copies of 
Albertville - The Facts Parts 1 - 4. 	They are available in pairs: 

Parts 1 & 2: Vital background information on the Games (non-philatelic) £3.00 
being a translation of documents originally published by 	DM 10.00 
COJO before the Games. 	 $ 5.00 

Parts 3 & 4: 
	

Philatelic items from the candidates, the French stamp 
	

£4.00 
programme, slogan postmarks and special handstamps 

	
DM 15.00 

up to the Games, the Torch Run, meters and much more. 	$ 7.00 

Airmail premium on orders for Parts 1 - 4, add £1, DM3 or $2 for each pair. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY LIBRARY 

A Catalogue of Poster Stamps of the Olympic Games 1940. 	 50 Gr 
By Pick Green. 18 pages only a photocopy, a very rare item, but photocoping is poor 

A.B.P.S. News volume 5 no .1 January 1998 
A.B.P.S. News volume 5 no .2 April 1998 

Sports et Olympisme No. 8 January 1998 {French} 
Sports et Olympisme No. 9 April 1998 {French} 
Sports et Olympisme No. 9x June 1998 {French} 
Joumal of the French Olympic and Sports Society 

The Malaysian Sporting Philately, No. 7 June 1997 

Journal or Sports Philately volume 36 No. 3, Jan-Feb 1998. 
Journal of Sports Philately volume. 36 No. 4, March- April 1998 
Journal of Sports Philatelists International. 

Slov-Olymp, No. 3 (2/1997) 
Journal of the Slovak Association of Olympic and Sports Philately 

Phila-sport No. 24. {Italian} 
Phila-Sport No. 25. {Italian} 
Journal of U.I.F.O.S. The Italian Sports Philatelic Group 

60 Gr 
60 Gr 

30 Gr 
30 Gr 
20Gr 

40 Gr 

50 Gr 
50 Gr 

30 Gr 

180 Gr 
180 Gr 

Olympic Magazine. No. 13, June 1997 	 220 Gr 
Olympic Magazine. No.14, November 1997 	 220 Gr 
Magazine of the Olympic Museum, Lausanne 

Olympic Message (The Olympic Games and Music) No. 2, April, May, June 1996 	900 Gr 

Olympic Message (Sources of Financing Sports) No.3, July, August, September 	900 Gr 
1996 

I.M.O.S. Journal No. 96, in 4 parts {German} 
	

190 Gr 
I.M.O.S. Journal No. 97, in 3 parts {German} 

	
65 Gr 

Olympia and Sports Philatelisten Club Berlin 	 No. 2, 1997 {German} 	70 Gr 

Olympic Review No. >owl -18, Dec 97 - Jan 98. 	 300 Gr 
Olympic Review No. xxvl - 19, Feb - Mar 98. 	 300 Gr 
Olympic Review No. )ocvl - 20, Apr - May 98. 	 300 Gr 

191 



Podium No. 18, 1997 

Podium No. 19, Dec 1997 

Podium No. 20, Feb 1998 

Podium No. 21, April 1998 

Argentine Sport and Olympic Group Magazine {Spanish} 

1896 Athens. The pictures of the First Olympiad by Albert Meyer and other 
photographers 

An attempt to reproduce all of the known photographs of the 1896 Athens Olympic 
Games, with a fascinating biography of Meyer. 

60 Gr 

60 Gr 

60 Gr 

60 Gr 

220 Gr 

Olymp-Sport - Individual numbered issues 'Specials' 

Numbers: 10, 19, 20, 21, 25, 41, 43, 45, 48, 66, 96, {Czech} 	 30 Gr 

Olymp-Sport Handbooks 

Olymp-Sport Handbook No. 2, Ice Hockey {Czech} 
	

30 Gr 
Olymp-Sport Handbook No. 4, F.I.C. Winter Sports {Czech} 

	
30 Gr 

Olymp-Sport Handbook No. 7, Basket Ball {Czech} 
	

30 Gr 
Olymp-Sport Handbook No. 8, Table Tennis {Czech} 

	
30 Gr 

Olympismo No. 6,1998 {Spanish} 
	

70 Gr 
Magazine of the Spanish Olympic and Sports Group 

Themescene, No. 50, March 1998 
	

60 Gr 

Results of the XVIII Olympic Winter Games in Nagano 
	

250 Gr 
Published by the International Olympic Committee 

WANTED! - WANTED! - WANTED! 
1948 London Olympic Games, Organising Committee cover, used 

in the 'correct' period - either before, during or immediately after the Games. 

. Can offer in exchange, the 1948 Great Britain issue in full sheets of 120, 
intact perforations. 2 1/2d. cylinder 3, 3d. cylinder 1 (with 'crown flaw'), 

6d. cylinder 9 dot (with retouched HLP), 1/- cylinder 3 
Please contact the editor with a photocopy of any cover offered. 

WANTED! - WANTED! - WANTED! 

Articles for TORCH BEARER - All Olympic related philatelic subjects. 
Why not share your knowledge of your special interest? 

An individual event, or Olympiad - personal experience at the Games. 
The story of an individual item? - Your questions about an individual item. 

There really are an unlimited number of subjects to choose from! 
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OLYMPICS AND SPORTS 
CRICKET. CYCLING. FOOTBALL. COL'. SWIMMING. 

SHOOTING. TENNIS & T. T.. WINTER SPORTS 
and many other Sports are featured in our hi-annual post-bid 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES 
OF COVERS. CANCELS. CARDS. STAMPS. Et( . 1 	- );"")t -i 

FOR LATEST EDITION, WITH MORE LOTS 
THAN EVER, 

Coniplimentan 	for first-tune Inciders 
Subscription rate for 2 editions )(4.50 (UK); £5.00 (Europe); £6.00 (Air) 

HEALEY & WISE 
(Inga-Britt & Michael Berry) 

PO Box 3, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 4ZE, England 

'()c 	. Utt 	I), API 1 - sA  

Tele: 01892 533270 Fax: 01892 512777 
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