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FRONT PAGE 

Another year has dawned, and I hope that you all had an enjoyable break and took the 
opportunity to recharge ready for the year ahead. 

Whilst 1997 is not a year in which any Olympic Games will be celebrated, there are at 
least two events of significance; at the end of March, we have the third World Olympic 
Collectors Fair at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne; we also have the selection of the 
host for the 2004 Olympic Summer Games - initial reduction to the shortlist, with final 
selection at the IOC Session in Lausanne during September. 

I am sure that both of these events will become the subject of articles in Torch Bearer, 
and no doubt both will offer new material for the Collector. 

As every year, I must appeal to all of you to submit material for publication in Torch 
Bearer, articles, news, questions and of course your views. All will be welcome. 

I have no doubt that sufficient material is available to produce the next three issues but 
unless further items arrive, I'm afraid that the majority of articles will be provided by 
those of us who concentrate on the more recent Olympiads - I'm sure that there must 
be a number of collectors of pre-1972 material out there who have knowledge to 
share. 

On a brighter note, 'The United States Commemorative Stamps of the Twentieth 
Century' by Max G. Johl, has been brought to my attention. This was a two volume work 
published in 1947, and contains very detailed information on the Louisiana Purchase 
issue (the philatelic link to the St. Louis Games of 1904), and the 1932 commemorative 
stamps for Lake Placid and Los Angeles. The latter you will find in this issue, the former 
will appear later this year. 

Our Secretary Betty Miller has been very active in trying to find venues at stamp fairs 
around the country where organizers are prepared to allow us either a room or quiet 
corner with a few seats to invite members to meet on an informal basis. You will find a 
list of the confirmed venues in this issue. The venues listed will be attended by at least 
two committee members, and other society members. If you have never attended an 
AGM, or do not actually know any of your fellow members, why not drop in to a venue 
near you? It rally will be informal, possibly a cup of coffee and a chat, invariably some 
gloating over purchases, possibly a chance.  to look through others material or 
duplicates - and of course a chance to meet each other. 

All of our members are recipients of Torch Bearer, and the majority participate in either 
the auction or packet, however contact by correspondence is relatively impersonal. I'm 
afraid that in the twenty five years that I have collected Olympic material, I have met a 
very small number of Olympic collectors in the UK, and I can certainly put more 'faces to 
names' amongst our overseas members than in the UK. I am fairly confident that this is 
the case for all of those that travel overseas. How about we try to address this situation 
in 1997 / 1998? Your committee members are all collectors first and foremost, and those 
that do know us will attest to the fact that none of us bite! Equally, whilst some may be 
very knowledgeable on specific Olympiads, we all have an awful lot to learn, and 
informal chats usually benefit all parties. 

Your committee look forward to meeting more of you in the near future. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

Thomas Lippert provided a copy of this sheetlet of vignettes. Two different designs 
commemorate Amaroussion as the birthplace of Spyros Louis - winner of the marathon 
at the 1896 Olympic Games. 

The labels are superbly produced, alternate designs have text in Greek or English. The 
marginal inscriptions also alternate. It is thought that the vignettes are a joint production 
of the Amaroussin council and post office. 
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News of a number of franking meter marks has been received from Bob Wilcock, Kenny 
Cook and the journal of the French Society of Olympic and Sports Collectors. 

Lillehammer '94 / Partenaire/ officiel / IBM / 45 ST JEAN DE BRAYE / LOIRET 
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MEMBERS FORUM 

John Crowther, is seeking information about Antwerp 1920: 

'I have recently acquired two postcards mailed from a sailor on USS 'Frederick', 
Antwerp with APO 944 cancels dated 14 Aug and 29 Aug 1920. I understood that the 
'Frederick' (ex - USS 'Maryland') carried the US Olympic Team to Antwerp in July 1920 
and remained there until September, serving as housing for the US Olympians. 

However, on investigating further I have found that the American Olympic Committee 
had hired the USS 'Princess Matoika' to transport it's team overseas. ... I would 
appreciate members comments as to this obvious anomaly." 

Above: The back of the postcard 
with 'THIRD ARMY / A.P.O. 944 
cancel dated 29. AUG. 20, with a 
WILMINGTON SEP 13 1920 
receiving mark. 

Right: Enlarged detail of the 
'THIRD ARMY / A.P.O. 944 cancel 
dated 14. AUG. 20 
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Kenny Cook has been patiently waiting for these covers to be illustrated: 

Covers mailed on the 10th December 1994. 
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Can any of our 
members help 
with information 
about these 
overprinted 
blocks of four? 

The basic issue 
was issued as 
two distinctive 
printings - do 
the overprints 
exist on both? 

Are there other 
values? 

PROPOSED TOUR OF EUROPEAN OLYMPIC SITES 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

	
* * 

David Buxton - Treasurer. 

It was proposed at our last committee meeting (November 1996), that the Society 
should look into the possibility of touring the European Winter and Summer Olympic 
sites. IMOS arranged a similar tour a year or two ago and regularly arrange Olympic 
related excursions. 

I envisage a tour of about two weeks duration, possibly in 1998. that would take in as 
many of the following as time distance and practical considerations will allow - Athens, 
Paris, London. Stockholm, Antwerp, Chamonix, St. Moritz, Amsterdam, Garmisch, 
Berlin, Oslo, Helsinki, Cortina, Rome, Innsbruck, Grenoble, Munich, Moscow, Sarajevo, 
Albertville. Barcelona and Lillehammer. Initial thoughts suggest either a 'northern', 
'central' or 'southern' tour. I would also like to arrange some meetings or joint visits with 
our sister societies at some of the above venues. 

I would be grateful to receive your ideas and an indication of the level of interest that 
there would be for such a tour. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 	* * * * * * * * * * * 

BOA BACKS SPORTS ACADEMY AT UPPER HEYFORD 

David Buxton 

On 10th December, the Heritage Secretary, Virginia Bottomley. shortlisted to 13 
applications the location for the new National Academy of Sport. The location backed 
by the British Olympic Association and 32 sport governing councils, is at the former 
USAF base at Upper Heyford in Oxfordshire about 4 miles from my home. 

It will cost £175,000 to transform the former air base and provide facilities for future 
British Olympic hopefuls. The final selection is expected to be made on 31st. January. 
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UNKNOWN OLYMPICA 

Vsevolod Furman 

1996, the year of the Centennial Games, offered many opportunities, pleasant 
memories, joys and no doubt finds for the Olympic enthusiast and philatelist. 

At the end of this remarkable year I would like to share with my collector colleagues a 
number of novelties which I discovered in researching my new book The Golden 
Age'. 

Few people will know that games were held in the summer 
of 1766 in Saint Petersburgh. Mass competitions took 
place 'in the manner of the Ancient Greek Olympiads'. 
under the eloquent motto 'From the Alpheus to Neva 
riversides'. In accordance with the wishes of Catherine II, 
a large hippodrome-amphitheatre was built on Palace 
Square and the competitions were held there. 

In 1987 Russian author Valentin Pikul described the event in his novel/chronicle 
'Favourite', in the following way: 

-4,■•••■•••■■ IVNIrle■ Isr■-•••11r 

Spectators by tickets got access to the amphi-
theatre where Catherine herself was sitting in state as 
the main goddess - between Minych and Panin... 
Quadrigae started! Proud horses carried chariots 
driven by fearless women. Their transparent tunics 
were flying, but the beauties weren't ashamed of their 
nudity in the same way as the ancient world accepted 
it. Cavaliers' costumes were local copies, and a 
motley carnival of ancient Romans and Albanians, 
heroes of Greek myths and Arabs, Serbs and Turks, Valachs and Moldavians 
spread in front of Petersburghians 	Music sounded, but it was strange. These 
were tunes of Ancient Hellas and Ancient Rome, music of Ancient world's 
stadiums where harmony of a human body was valued most of all. Grishka 
Orlov headed the Roman quadriga, and Alekhan headed the Turkish one... With 
mighty build, on mighty Bucephaluses they were undoubtedly majestic and 
beautiful! 
... Sunburnt youths in tunics and sandals ran onto the square in front of the 
Winter Palace, they threw heavy javelins and hammers far off. 

Slender horse-women with uncovered right breasts speared flower garlands 
at full gallop. 

Gladiator-cadets in short cloaks, shields shining, jostling each other, 
fought with swords. 
... The time came to stand up and make a bow to laureates rewarded by Minych 
with prizes. Winners, men and women, were presented with diamond buttons, 
canes with gold handles, snuffboxes with diamonds, jasper cases with 
drawing instruments.' 
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The author omits one important part of the 
reward, of particular interest to the 
collector. The winners also received 
special medals in addition to their prizes. 
The Neva river was depicted on the medal 
as a beautiful woman gazing at the 
amphitheatre as if watching the 
competitions; with Zeus like a bird — an 
eagle soaring above the hippodrome with a 
garland. The lower part of the medal was 
engraved with text detailing for what and to 
whom it had been awarded. For example: 
"To Countess Anna Shcremetycva / the third 

prim and golden medal / July 11. 1766^. 

    

From the philatelic point of view this event can be illustrated by letters sent from St. 
Petersburg in July, 1766. Single line postmarks had been introduced in Russia just one 
year before the competitions in Dvortsovaya (Palace) square, as indicators of mail sent 
from the post offices of St. Petersburg, Moscow and Riga. These postmarks are of two 
types — in Russian (for inland letters), and in French (for letters sent abroad and to 
Baltic provinces). Senders dated letters by hand, and the post offices only applied the 
postmark of the city. 

CTIETEP33Y1Tb. 
The particular mark of interest « C. FleTep6yprb » or ‘‘ St. Petersbovrg » (it should be noted 
that in XVIIIth  century script, the Latin letter « U » was written as « V »). 

Unfortunately I have been unable to find any letters with a date closer to July, 1776 than 
an example dated May 11, 1776 from St. Petersburg, which I have utilized in my 
exhibit. 

C 

x 	s  
Y/ --%••■ 	 

•■^ 	 oIYM P I NS' 

t==.1  

Petersour 9 

-1 10 96 

NccY 
1:361ri_j/  

It is symbolic that after 230 years St. Petersburg came forward as a candidate to host 
the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad in 2004. The candidature is advertised by a 
commemorative red meter mark at the St. Petersburg post office. 
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Until recently it was considered (according to the research of M. Tsironis), that the 
latest proven use of the Olympic stamps of 1896 was during 1918. 

In the June 1996 auction of 0. Vlastos, I was attracted by a 25 lepta stamp cancelled by 
a very clear postmark of the « Minerva steamship (the Austrian branch of the Lloyd 
shipping company) dated May 29, 1930. This is exciting, interesting, and quite genuine, 
as according to the decree of April 6, 1897, issued by King George I of Greece the use 
of the Olympic stamps was to be allowed until they became naturally exhausted, i.e. the 
period of their use was not limited, and the stamps were not withdrawn from circulation. 

Therefore the date of latest postal use of the first Olympic stamps has moved forward 
by a further twelve years. 

Today we know of 17 towns, inhabited localities or geographical areas named 
'Olympia'. Some of them, for example Olympia in Greece and Olympia in the USA 
(Washington state) are well known, others are less known. 

Very few people know that there was once an inhabited locality called Olympia in the 
USSR in the territory of the Komi Autonomous SSR. 

By a grim twist of fate, this locality was known only to relatives and friends of those who 
were imprisoned in the late 1930's and early 1940's in one of the Stalin GULAGS (main 
administration of reforming and labour camps) situated near a town with such a 
well known name as Olympia. This little town, which no longer exists, will be 
documented thanks to a few envelopes (I know of only two!) with impressions of a 
handstamp postmark, in the typical style of the USSR postal service at that time, a 
circular postmark of 30mm diameter. 

The illustrated postmark has a Cyrillic letter 'b' in the lower 
section, which suggests that a second die with letter 'a' 
should exist. It was normal practise for the post master and 
the clerk to have individual cancellors. 

Thus, yet another 'Olympia' is available to philatelists. 
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AN EVENING WITH REDGRAVE AND PINSENT 

David Buxton 

"I'm not planning to go to the next Olympics to lose" was the response from Steve 
Redgrave when asked why he had decided to risk his winning run of four Olympic 
Games titles. "Winning is important, but its a case of doing your best. If you produce 
your best in a race and get beaten then you can accept that." Steve Redgrave continued 
in the true Olympic spirit. 

This was four months after Steve Redgrave and Matthew Pinsent had won the Olympic 
mens coxless pairs gold medal and Steve Redgrave's famous statement If you see me 
anywhere near a boat again you have my permission to shoot.me" something that he 
says he meant at the time and for about six to eight weeks afterwards. The Olympic 
champions have been touring the country in a series of roadshows and I was attending 
the first after Steve Redgrave's announcement that he was going to attempt to win his 
fifth Olympic gold. this time in the coxless fours at Sydney in the year 2000. 

The evening started with Matthew Pinsent talking about the Olympics. the medals and 
the symbols such as the five rings. During this session the Olympic medals. Steve's four 
golds and one bronze and Matthew's two golds were handed around. The last person to 

touch them had been the Duke of Edinburgh at a lunchtime reception that day. Then 
Steve Regrave spoke of their punishing training routine, some of which they actually 
enjoy. Matthew then spoke about the sport of rowing. the difference between the events. 
the types of oars, the types of boats, and the need to have the correct combination of 
rowers, Steve then spoke on life in the athletes Village with some amusing tales of the 
food bars, video machines and of course the transport! 

Before the evening 
concluded with the 
signing autographs 
(including 	several 
postcards and pic-
tures that I had taken 
along in the hope of 

getting them signed) 
and the taking of 
photographs. there 
were numerous 
questions. many on 
their training tech-
niques up to and 
at the Games, and 
of course why the 
change of decision. 
Steve knew he had 
made the right dec-
ision when his five 
year old daughter 
had said "I'm glad 
you're going rowing 
daddy - I just want 
you to win." 

Steven Redgrave & Matthew Pinsent 

0/ympic 
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