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FRONT PAGE 

Your long awaited Torch Bearer is with you at last. I hope that the 'Atlanta' content will 
justify the delay. Material and events in Atlanta will certainly provide articles for future 
issues, and I think that overall there will be something of interest to most members. 

For the first time, I have had to make editorial decisions, with many items 'held over' and 
some regular features displaced. I have attempted to include a diversity of items on 
Atlanta to avoid an issue devoted to any one specific topic. The good news being, I now 
have a stock of articles (even though they have had to be written). 

It has been an eventful time since the May issue, we have had the AGM of the Society, 
the most extensive philatelic coverage of the Olympic Games by Royal Mail since 1948 
(possibly ever), and the Centennial Games. 

As you are all aware Franceska had made known her intention to stand down at the 
AGM to release pressure on her time, and to allow a 'new prospective'. It was 
heartening to see more members at the AGM, and a shame that a following booking for 
the room forced a speedy conclusion to the meeting. 

I am delighted to have been elected as Chairman, and hope that I will be able to guide 
the Society further along the course that Franceska has set. I certainly see the way 
forward as a continuation rather than any change in direction, and I trust that this will not 
prove a disappointment to Franceska. 

I cannot express here the debt that I feel we owe Franceska (and by her admission, 
Leon), for actually doing what others had discussed and acting as the catalyst that 
created the SOC. 

The amended Constitution was accepted at the EGM, and on her retirement as 
Chairman, Franceska was invited to act as the first President of the Society. I am sure 
that her acceptance will benefit us all (so much for the pressure on her time). 

Colin Faers our Packet Manager, and former long serving Treasurer also stood down at 
the AGM. Colin's main collecting interest is Germany, which led to his interest in the 
1936 Olympic Games, I think that his involvement with the SOC broadened this to 
include other pre-1936 Olympiads, and I hope that an opportunity may be found 
for Colin to show a selection of his collection to members in the future. 

Tom Paton was elected to the Committee and I would like to welcome him as a 
'volunteer' in adopting the packet. Vignettes and stickers are Tom's main Olympic 
interest, and I am sure that he will play an active role in Society matters. 

The provision of over twenty special cancellations from Royal Mail on the 9th July to 
coincide with the five value Olympic set of stamps, gave an opportunity to 'get into 
training' for events in Atlanta with the hasty preparation of covers. As Much Wenlock is 
situated almost midway between Worcester and Manchester, and played a significant 
role in the founding of the modern Olympic Games, John Crowther, Alf Robinson and I 
met to prepare covers. The results of our efforts and a full listing of the special 
cancellations will appear in the next issue. 

Finally, I hope that you all enjoyed the television and press coverage of the Centennial 
Games. You will certainly have seen a diversity of coverage not available to either 
spectators or television viewers in Atlanta. 
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FRENCH OLYMPIC PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 

Bob Wilcock 

In this Olympic Centenary year many philatelic exhibitions are being staged around the 
world: SOC started the year at Stampex with the finest Olympic Philatelic Exhibition 
ever staged in this country. There was the centenary exhibition in Athens, and of course 
Olymphilex '96 in Atlanta. 

= 7. 7 0 

Henri Didon 

Amongst the exhibitions in France was one at 
Arcueil, south—west of Paris, This paid tribute to 
Henri Didon who coined the Olympic motto Citius, 

R.P. Henri DIDON (1840 - 1900)  
Dominicain 	

Altius, Fortius. Born in Arcueil in 1840 he became 

Createur a Arcueil de la devise olympique a Dominican monk, and Prior of Arcueil College. He 

CITIUS, ALTIUS. FORTIUS 	
wanted all his pupils to take a keen interest in sport, 
and at their first open air competition announced 

Ediuons /.F. -Courbe,ox 	 'Here is your watchword: Citius, Altius, Fortius'. 
Didon had a strong influence on Pierre de Coubertin. 

He died in 1900, but his motto was not introduced into the Olympics until 1920. 
The exhibition at Arceuil was open from 11-14 April 1996, with a temporary post office 
and special handstamp on Saturday 13 April only. The organisers also used a meter. 
Postal use was very restricted — mainly for communicatiions to exhibitors — but copies 
are also available on commemorative cover. 

Velizy — Harlow Town Twinning 

Residents of Harlow made their biennial visit to 
Velizy, also south—west of Paris at the end of 
May. As part of the programme there was another 
Olympic Centenary Philatelic Exhibition. SOC 
were invited to participate, so I went along as an 
honory citizen of Harlow! The exhibition was 
sponsored by the town council, and there were 
an astonishing number of posters for the 
exhibition dotted around the town. It was 
organised by the local philatelic society, and 
sponsored by the regional Olympic Committee 
who provided some quality historical material 
to complement the philatelic displays. All were on a sports or Olympic theme, with 
impressive participation of junior members. This time there was no special handstamp, 
but all exhibitors received a handsome Olympic medal to mark their participation. 
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THE OLYMPIA EXPRESS 

Franceska Rapkin 

The 1st July saw the start of the 
Olympic Express at the be-
ginning of its journey through-
out Germany, visiting leading 
towns between then and the 
close of the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta on 4th August. 

The idea of an Olympic train is 
not a new one. In 1936, in the 
months leading up to the Berlin 
Games, another train travelled 
throughout Germany promoting the Olympic idea and trying to make the people feel 
that they were a part of the Games. Then the train concentrated on German (read Nazi) 
achievements, and the focus was towards the forthcoming events themselves. 

The 1996 Olympic Express is very different. Two central coaches are indeed a museum 
in miniature, with artifacts on loan from the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, the German 
olympic Museums of Cologne and Leipzig and from many individuals, notably former 
sportsmen and medal winners. Amongst the artifacts on display were two stamp 
collections; that of Manfred Bergman outlining the history of the aborted 1916 games 
and the collection of the 1936 games belonging to Franceska Rapkin. 

In total, there were ten carriages on the Olympic train. Two were dining cars run by 
Movenpick, the Swiss food chain. As already mentioned, two conisted of an Olympic 
Museum in miniature, two were set up as lecture and video theatres and one 
was a souvenir shop selling everything from T shirts and pins to train sets decked out in 
the livery of the Olympic Express. 

What could have developed into an unfortunate incident was quickly and amicably 
settled. Manfred Bergman had given permission for the organisers of the Olympic 
Express, Deutsche Bahn AG and ARD, to use the Olympic Rings to promote the 
travelling exhibition; permission to use the rings on a commercial venture was not given, 
so when the rings were seen on the outer packaging of the train sets, action was quickly 
taken, and before long, Olymphilex, the stamp and memorabilia exhibition held in 
Atlanta as a part of the Cultural Olympics, had additional funds! 

What was lacking, surprisingly, was a strong presence from the German Post Office. I 
understand that they were offered a carriage for their own use, and turned it down. In 
Berlin on the first day, the Deutsche Bundespost was reduced to selling their stamps 
and wares from a table set up on the platform next door to a pretzel stand! One can 
only hope that more appropriate arrangements were made at later venues. Not 
surprisingly, the postal workers were not overwhelmed with requests for cancellations. 
A missed opportunity! I understand that although special handstamps will be available 
to record the passage of the train through Germany, it is by no means clear whether this 
will be at every stop, or only at some. We will need to hear what our German colleagues 
write on the subject. 
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ATLANTA - PREPARATIONS AND INTENTIONS 

Members of longer standing will be aware from my diary of the Lillehammer Games that 
we usually set out with a number of specific objectives when attending a celebration of 
the Olympic Games. To formulate such a list, it is essential that all potential sources of 
information are consulted, noted and stored. 

The ongoing 'differences' between the United States Postal Service (USPS), and the 
Organising Committee (ACOG), resulted in a distinct lack of information about the 
potential philatelic commemoration of the Centennial Games. The most current 
reports suggested a minimal philatelic programme, and minimal USPS presence at 
the Games. Sports Philatelists International had confirmed the announcement of two 
cancellations, 'Atlanta skyline', and 'Hello World' from a limited number of Postal Stores. 
{ see later article). 

It was also understood that there would not be any postal facilities within the venues, 
and that only mail boxes or mail drop points would be available within Olympic facilities 
such as the media centres and athletes villages. 

It appeared that we would be able cover the postal arrangements swiftly, and 
concentrate on postcard hunting, and the other items from the following list. Indeed, it 
seemed that we would be able to enjoy a relaxing holiday, and visit a number of the 
attractions that Georgia had to offer. 

Objectives:  
— Locate a set of the original candidature postcards produced by the 

Atlanta Bid Committee; 
— Obtain copies of available postmarks, and identify the operation of 

postal services during the Games; 
— Seek out Olympic postcards; 
— A 'new' Izzy for Brenda's collection (with nose and restyled); 
— Identify tile operation of UPS (United Parcel Services); 
— View Olymphilex; 
— Meet with correspondents and SOC members; 
— Relax and enjoy! 

Of course there was also the small matter of preparing this issue of Torch Bearer, which 
I had intentionally 'held open' for our findings in Atlanta. I have to admit that I was very 
concerned that the amount of material available would fall far short of filling an issue, or 
that I would have to resort to writing on other collectibles, with little philatelic 
connection. 

As the reality unfolded, the last of our objectives was set aside, many of the others 
suffered, but my concern about a lack of reportable items quickly faded. In fact this 
issue contains only an overview as many items that were prepared and mailed are still to 
arrive at the time of writing. 

Articles on specific topics are under preparation by others and will appear in future 
issues. 
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ATLANTA - EVENTS UNFOLD, THE MAIN POST OFFICE 

We arrived at the Holiday Inn at Columbus at 2.00am on Sunday 14th July, exactly 
twenty—four hours after leaving Worcester, five days in advance of the Opening 
Ceremony. Experience of previous trips had taught us that it was wiser to arrive about a 
week in advance of the Games if possible, even if limitations of time (or expense!) meant 
that we would need to leave before the Games closed. We 'lost' the day recovering, 
took the opportunity to make contact with Norman Jacobs, ventured into Columbus 
window shopping, and prepared check —lists of postcards purchased at Atlanta airport 
the night before (less than two hours shopping, and over 60 official postcards). 

Later in the day, Thomas Lippert who had arrived before us called with the news that the 
Main Post Office in Atlanta had been refurbished, and would officially open at 12.00 the 
following day. Arrangements were made to meet at the opening. 

We duly met with Thomas on the 15th, purchased Olympic stamps to prepare covers, 
and awaited the official opening with building work continuing all around. In the 
meantime the heavens opened, and we experienced the first of numerous downpours. 

At about 12.15, a 'wagon', with secured shutters and sign written 'Gifts to go', that had 
been inside the Postal Store was wheeled away out of sight behind the building. Time 
passed, and a large post paid postcard appeared with an invitation to attend the Official 
Opening of the Postal Store at 11.00 on the 17th July — we never did resolve if the press 
report was in error, or if USPS simply moved the date to suit the ongoing building works 
and the weather. We did later realise that the press report mentioned 1200am, and as 
this office operates 24 hours per day and had actually opened at midnight, the report 
may have intended to signal the opening of business. I suspect that this was the case, 
because the preparation of the invitation postcard could not have been achieved 
without advance notice. 
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Little did we realise that this conflict of information would become a regular feature of 
USPS operations. 

The visit was not wasted however, supplies of stamps were obtained, postal rates were 
determined, stocks of registration and certified mail receipts were collected, and 
potential difficulties were identified. 

Much criticism of television coverage has been published and reported in Great Britain, 
particularly by correspondents based in Atlanta watching coverage in the USA. It is true 
to state that the camera remained on an American competitor be they in first or last 
place to the detriment of all others, if the highest placed American was fourth or lower, 
any view of the winning athletes was determined by their ability to stage a close finish 
and remain in shot. For the beach volley ball, I watched two matches before I realised 
that it was a game between two teams and a net was involved rather than a rebound 
wall like in squash. 

The USPS operates on a similar principle, all commemorative stamps from the Olympic 
Programme were of 32c. denomination. Postal rates for overseas mail were 50c. for 
postcards, 60c. for letters of less than 0.5 ounces. There are no current 18c. or 28c. 
values. When queried, a standard response — "use regular (definitive) 50c. or 60c. 
stamps". 

The fact that 18c. could not be achieved with less than three definitives was a further 
problem! One option did exist, an 18c. PVI, but this leaves no space for a message. 

The Main Post office seemed to offer a solution, machine 
printed stamps to a selected value could be obtained. 
This proved to be a partial and very limited solution, 
values below 20c. were not possible, whilst the 28c. 
problem was solved. The solution was short lived, after 
19th July, the machine was accepting coins only (up to 
quarters), and with the exception of one day when a $10 
bill was changed by staff, change was never 
available. A triumph for modern technology, and as part of 
the refurbishment, another 'Olympic' legacy for Atlanta. 

 

Information printed on PVI's 
(Postally Valid Impressions), 
can prove very important in 
interpreting the 'story' told 
by an item of mail. 
The PVI is valid on the date 
of printing (ie sale) only, and 
should not be passed to the 
purchaser to take out of the 
office of issue. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

RTLANTA.GA 
30309 

JUL 19.'96 
AMOUNT 

$1.81 
00076537-05 

mutTPnIVMFt  
POSTAL SERVICE 

0000 

The PVI gives details of date and amount, together with office (including zip code) of 
issue. The line of numbers beneath the value is primarily an accounting and 
administation code with the number following the hyphen identifying the terminal (and 
therefore the clerk). As most cancels for the Olympic programme do not carry an 
individual date, the PVI is of great value, and as will be shown later the clerk number can 
be of great value. 
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ATLANTA - IDENTIFIED POSTAL ACTIVITIES 

In advance of the Olympic period, very little information was available to indicate the 
postal activities during the Centennial Games. 

Notice of slogan cancellations, and intended handstamps were published by Sports 
Philatelists International in the Journal of Sports Philately, and on the 17th July further 
information was released (possibly unofficially) by USPS. 

Announced activities 

Slogan cancellations: 
	

Atlanta 'Come Celebrate Our Dream' 
Athens 'Discover A Classic' 

Handstamps: Atlanta (Metro area) 
Atlanta (Region) 
Atlanta 
Atlanta (Olymphilex) 
Atlanta (Olymphilex) 
Atlanta (Olymphilex) 
Atlanta 

'Atlanta Welcomes the World' 
'Hello World' 
'Mobile Station' 
'Event Station cancels' 
'Theme Day cancels' 
'19.07.96 First Day Cancel' 
'Fox Theatre Station' 

All Postal Stores, and the USPS sales stand at Olymphilex, would market a range of 
philatelic souvenirs, and be freely accessable. 

The actual venues for use of the 'Atlanta Welcomes The World' and 'Hello World hand—
stamps proved difficult to identify, and the only indication was contained in the fax 
obtained by Thomas Lippert, which stated: 

CANCELLATIONSAVAI LABLE 

ATLANTA SKYLINE — Hand back at all Postal Stores in the city of Atlanta 
HELLO WORLD 	— Hand back at all Postal Stores in Atlanta District 

Mark Maestrone (President of Sports Philatelists International) had prepared a useful list 
of Postal Store addresses from discussions with the Atlanta Post Office, which proved 
invaluable. [ The USPS operates as a commercial venture, Postal Stores offer a 
Philatelic Sales Point, alongside postal faculties. It appears that the majority of premises 
are leased — proving more flexible than expensive property assets. As a result, Postal 
Stores regularly change address within a locality, either as leases expire, or as larger or 
smaller premises are considered more appropriate. In the period between March 1996, 
and July 19th, at least five changes of address had taken place.] 
Discussions with postal staff produced an alternative list, and by combining both lists a 
total of twenty three Postal Stores were identified as potential users of the 'Skyline' 
cancel, and ten as potential users of the 'Hello World' cancel. 

Other Activities 

Despite verbal assurances that Post Offices would not be found inside Olympic venues 
or facilities, the following were identified: 
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Olympic Youth Camp: 
A contract Post Office located 
at Mount Berry (Rome), was 
within the boundaries of the 
Youth Camp and operated 
normally throughout the period. 

The Youth Camp housed some 
500 16 to 18 year—olds from 
157 countries who were in 
attenance in advance of the 
opening date of the Centennial 
Games. 

 

Athletes Olympic Village, Atlanta: A Post Office was within the secured perimeter of 
the Athletes Village at Georgia Tech, and operated throughout the period. 

Detail from the back of a Registered cover, mailed in the Athletes Olympic 
Village at Georgia Tech. All such covers inspected so far have clear cancels on 
the reverse (as security seals), but lack any cancellation of the postage 
stamps on the front. 

Olympic Family Hotel, Atlanta: 
A sales point for postage stamps, equipped 
with a pictorial handstamp was established 
on the lower level of the hotel concourse. 

The cancel is unique, in that it has a 
changeable date, and it bears the word 
Olympic. 

The exact status of the cancel is difficult to 
define, whilst staff selling postage stamps 
were possibly USPS employees, the 
operator of the cancel clearly was not. USPS 
rules actually allow for the use of private 
cancelling devices, and this may be the 
correct term for this cancel. 
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ATLANTA - OTHER THAN POSTAL.. . 

A forty—eight page journal could not attempt to do justice or provide a comprehesive 
listing of the collectible souvenirs produced for the Centennial Games, with the 
exception of items for which official approval would have proven far more expensive 
than the production costs, or potential added sales value (eg match boxes), collectors 
of all forms of memorabilia will be faced with making choices about which items to 
include or ignore (or whether they can afford to move home to accomodate their new 
items). 

Over future issues, I am sure that members will provide details on pins and other items, 
so I will simply whet the appetite here. 

VISA Cash cards. 

Marta Transit Card 

The marta system 
issued weekly pre-
paid tickets for each 
of the three weeks of 
the Olympic period. 
Each ticket cost $12 
and allowed use of 
all marta services, 
except parking. 

A different design 
was used for each 
week. 

A 'new' concept in electronic payment was promoted during the Games — prepaid 
payment cards. These were purchased from Nations Bank branches, and allowed 
purchases to be made at participating outlets in the Atlanta area. They were simple to 
use, either by inserting into the card reader and watching the display to check that the 

debit was correctly 
registered (at marta 
stations for paying 
individual journeys), 
or by presenting to 
the retailer to take 
the appropriate debit. 
At all sales points, 
the value of the card 
was first displayed, 
the debit value 
shown, and then the 
remaining value. 
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This method of 
payment was being 
promoted as more 
secure, and was 
heavily advertised. 

The security idea 
seems unfounded, 
as a small card is 
easier to lose than a 
$20 note, and is 
likely to be left in an 
automatic reader by 
accident. There is no 
security device such 
as a PIN number to s 

verify use. There were also a 
number of drawbacks, firstly 
validity, unused value 'expires' in 
November, and secondly the 
limited number of accepting 
retailers. I suspect that most 
cards will have residual value. The 
issue of a large number of 
commemorative series suggests 
an alternative reason for issue! 

Izzy collectibles. 

Izzy appeared on many products, 
and as Olympic Mascots are 
Brenda's main interest, restraint 
caused by baggage allowances 
became an important factor. 

This was offset by finding pristine 
examples of Sam (Los Angeles) 
and Mischa (Moscow) — my claim 
to the weight allowance was 
upheld. 

Brenda is pictured with Izzy at the 
opening of Olymphilex — this one 
we left behind for two reasons -
the baggage allowance, and the 
feeding costs! 

Pins, stickers, postcards, toys and 
tee—shirts were the most common 
Izzy items. 
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ATLANTA - EVENT CANCELLATIONS 

The following listing is a compilation from covers received, a photocopy of a facsimile 
obtained by Thomas Lippert, and the official programme of events. 

All event cancellations were only available at the USPS stand at Olymphilex (or by postal 
request), they were not in use at any other postal facility. At Olymphilex, a 'wall' of 
mailing slots allowed collectors to deposit covers for later cancellation and delivery, as 
the USPS allows applications for special handstamps for a period of thirty days after 
their use, all of the mailing slots remained open for the duration of the exhibition. 

An illustration of the cancel offered appeared by each slot, although I am rather 
suspicious of the collecting arrangements behind the 'wall', so far as a result of mailing 
between three and five items in each slot I have received up to nine copies of some 
cancels, whilst others are conspicuous by their absence. There were 61 slots in total, 
allowing for the Olymphilex cancels, the 19th July first day cancel and the event cancels, 
however there was not any illustrated release of the available cancels (and the fax 
mentioned above contains some errors in the illustrations), this listing should therefore be 
treated as provisional. Information based on covers received is identified by an asterisk, 
and may be taken as factual. 

Registered covers bearing these cancels do exist, although Olymphilex was not an 
operational postal facility, operating as a philatelic sales point and cancellation centre 
only. The registered items were created by obtaining handback cancellations, carrying 
the cover to a nearby Postal Station and mailing. In the United States it is permissible 
to have mail cancelled at any USPS facility on a handback basis, and then place it into 
the mail system at any other facility (or mail box), the cancelled franking remains valid 
for the date of the cancellation. All of the event cancels were of 'fixed date' type, and 
many incorporate a spread of dates allowing cancelled items to re—enter the mail 
system at a later date. 

a) Aquatics 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Diving :,: 
.., 

,-s-:.. ,, - ..,:. :.,. ,, 

Synchro Swimming ..:- z 
..,,,,,... 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

JUL 20 — AUG 2 
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JUL 28 - AUG 2 (i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 

b) Archery 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Archery 

LunchWa4on1690s 

23USA  
Oc 

.`=i 	 1896 
il996 

USA 

05 
Pi 	Rso 

ARCHERY 
STATION 

32' 
USA 

925)  

c) Athl 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Athletics iir  
..: 	■ 

Marathon 	• 
t4, MA 

Race Walk  

Modem Pentathlon ' 	,•:. 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 26 - AUG 4 

Modem Pentathlon is assumed to be covered by the athletics cancel as no other cancel 
exists, and only one athletics cancel was available dated 20 July - 4 August, to include 
the athletics rest day. 
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d) Badminton 

Badminton 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

rOet 
(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 24 — AUG 1 

LutichWagon1890s 
23 USA 

USA 

ork"05 

STATION  

imTn \.J 1
32 

C entennwl 

1  1896 
1996 

e) Baseball 
4 2 2 24 2S 26 28 29 30 31 19 3 2 20 21 22 

Baseball 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 — JUL 25 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 27 — 30 
(iii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	AUG 1 — 2 

EIMITIZEMENCIEET111101111 
MilinENNEMENEMEMEI 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

JUL 20 — AUG 4 

f) Basketball 
19 

Basketball 
20 
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g) Boxing 

Boxin 
19 20 

111 

'0°605 

BOXII\l'f; 
 • 

321 
LISA 

WS' I 

STATI 0,4 

LunchWagon 1290s 
23 USA 

USA 

-e, 	 () 

32 1  BOXING 
STATION 

1896 
11996 

Centennial Oiympi< 

NNTA 

JUL 
20-28 
1998 

80303  

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 — JUL 28 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 30 — AUG 4 



Lunch Won 1890s 

23USA  

=f;041, ZEE 
° 

JUL 
2F-28 
196 

CAN KAYA 

antenatal Olympic 
Games 

117'4,  

1896 
1996 ir  

- 

32 
USA 

STA 71 
3030S 

h) Canoe / Kayak 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Slalom 
Sprint  

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 26 - JUL 28 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 30 - AUG 4 

i) 	Cycl 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Mountain Bike ,rt• , 
Road  

Track AIWOMMI: 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 21 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 24 - 28 
(iii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 30 
(iv) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 31 
(v) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	AUG 3 
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k) Fencing 

Fencing 
19120 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 - 25 

113 

JUL 
21-29 

\ 	1996 
EQUESTRL 

STAT; 

LunchWagon1890s 

23 USA 

12SA 

05 

It is strange that separate cancels were provided for 30 and 31 July, rather than a single 
cancel bearing both dates. Perhaps this indicates an original intention to issue separate 
cancels for each venue. {See also Football}. 

20 EIREEEIMERIMECIE 3111E1E111 

MEMENEEMEMMEIIEN 

j) 	Equestrian 
19 

E uestrian 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

JUL 21 - 29 
(II) ATLANTA, GA 30303 

	
JUL 31 - AUG 1 

(III) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

AUG 3 - 4 



m) Gymnastics 

Artistic 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 3q31 1 2 3 4 

OS* 

I) 	Foot 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Semifinal / Final * 15&61 
Prelim / Quarterfinal  
Preliminaries  

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 JUL 20 — 25 (Birmingham, M'ami, 
Orlando, Washington.) 

(II) ATLANTA, GA 30303 JUL 27 — 28 (Birmingham, Miami.) 
(Ill) ATLANTA, GA 30303 JUL 28 (Athens) 
(IV) ATLANTA, GA 30303 JUL 31 — AUG 3 (Athens) 

Rhythmic 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

JUL 20 — 25 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 

	
JUL 28 — 30 

(iii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

AUG 1 — 4 
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4TA 
'41 

JUL AUG 
24 - 4 

1998 

303013 

o) Hockey 
191120 21122123 

Hockey 	Li 
(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 - AUG 2 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 - 26 

115 

21 20 19 25 24 26 23 

n) Handball 
2, 	30i 31  11 2[31  41 

LI 1111  
(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 24 - AUG 4 

22 28 71  I291 
Handball 
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r) Shooting 
19 

20121 
 22 23 24 25 26 

00+411 Tik Qi  ( 

JUL 
20-28 
1996 

80305  / 

q) Rowing 
20121122 25 26 27{ 28 1 2 3 4 19 

Rowing 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 21 - 28 

31 30 29 24 23 

hooting 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 - 26 

1 2 3 4 29 30 31 28 27 



19 20 

LunchWagon 1890s 

23 '  

1896 
1996 

•c‘.04TA 0_ 

JUL AUG 
23— 1 
1996 

32 • 
USA 

TABLE TENNI 
STATI 

3O30  

s) 	Softball 

Softball 
31 EllEREERECECEM 

EIMENEMENIIME 
2 3 4 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 — 27 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 29 — 30 

t) 	Table Tennis 

Table Tennis 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 JUL 23 — AUG 1 

u) Tennis 

Tennis 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 23 — AUG 3 
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v) 	Volleyball 

Beach 
Indoor 

3 4 2 19 

Weightlifting 

w) Weightlifting 
31 30 25 26 	29 

4" Ut 

24 22 23 20 21 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 
	

JUL 20 — AUG 4 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 23 — 28 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 — 24 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 26 — 30 
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x) 	Wrestling 

;  Wrestling 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

27 28 29 30 31 

,M4Z. 

2 3 

y) Yachting 

Yachting 
24 2t26 

4 4Cgg 
4 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 22 — AUG 2 

19 20 21 23 22 

(i) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 20 — 23 
(ii) ATLANTA, GA 30303 	JUL 30 — AUG 2 

The design of the yachting 
station cancel seems to have 
changed at the last moment 
The faxed information of 17th 
July clearly shows a 'Tall ship' 
rather than the 'yacht' of the 
cancel actually employed. 
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YACHTIN 
STATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PJ4IO 

SAWINNAH.GH 
3:40, 

JUL 25.'95 
AMOUNT 

$1.85 
0005 023 0 

dtatuagedliatitav Skala 
tA/AilLi 111111111 

An unexpected cancel also appeared at Savannah, and is difficult to categorise. The 
mark is undated, illustrated and bears the legend 'Yachting Station'. It was used to 
cancel postage, in conjunction with the regular double ring cancel to add the date. 
On inspection of the die, the date slug had obviously been removed, and in response to 
questioning, a member of the staff indicated that the die was originally used as a recent 
'first day' cancel — presumeably 2nd May for the Olympic issue. Confirmation of this is 
sought. 

120 



OLYMPIC GAMES 
9eux01ympiques - olvmpigebe fbpigilt — Giochi Olimpichi 

1896 - 1996 

Announcing Catalog 14 
Olympic Games & Sports  

Available now for immediate mailing! 
144 pages plus illustrated supplements in full color. 

1727 numbered items includes books, programs, guides, official reports, medals, 
badges, pins, posters, graphics, etc. Also included is a very large selection of 
fencing and duelling literature in several languages; a large number of Winter 
Olympic items, and books in numerous other sports categories. 

$12.00 to USA addresses, Priority mail (or) $20.00 via overnight FedEx. 
$15.00 to all other countries, 1st class Airmail (or) $29.00 via Express mail. 

HARVEY ABRAMS - BOOKS 
PO Box 732 	State College, PA., USA 16804 

Tel: (814) 237-8331 	Fax: (814) 237-8332 
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ATLANTA - MOBILE POST OFFICES 

One of the few 'freebies' in Atlanta, and possibly the most useful, was a hand fan given 
away by USPS. It was practical (and almost essential), and listed the locations of the 
mobile offices, together with an indication of Postal Store locations. 



Armed with the fan, and covers, a tour of the mobile offices was undertaken on the 19th 
July. Four were located within a short walk of Olymphilex and the other two were easily 
accessed by Marta (at least this was true on the 19th, later it was easier to walk). 

The cancel available was large and carried the fixed date detail 'July 19 — Aug. 3 1996'. 
The cancel was only applied by request, mail left at the mobile offices was taken to the 
Main Post Office at the end of each day and entered the regular sorting system 
receiving machine cancellations. Letters and postcards mailed at the mobile offices, 
cancelled with the handstamp, invariably received a further machine slogan cancel. This 
could only be avoided by the use of a premium service, or of course by the cancelling of 
hand—back items. 

Fortuitously, I decided to create first day covers at the mobile offices, and used PVI's 
and dated registration receipts to prove the actual date of posting. The receipts were 
however dated by hand at most locations, so the PVI's were invaluable as the only 
indicator of the date of posting actually on the covers. 

The importance of the PVI's became apparent later, as they are all identifiable by 
address and to the individual van from which they were issued. As the vans were 
provided as part of the Olympic programme PVI's with these codes are clearly Olympic 
items. 

Mobile offices operated from six locations, three locations were serviced by two vans 
each, whilst the remaining three locations had only one van each. 

Location Clerk No. Registration No's. Other cancel 

Broad Street Mobile Station 01 R 241 554 301 Main Post Office 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 Atlanta GA 30321 

02 Same roll as clerk 01 none 

International Blvd. Mobile Station 03 R 241 554 001 Main Post Office 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 Atlanta GA 30321 

Nassau St. Mobile Station 04 Same roll as clerk 05 none 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 05 R 241 554 501 none 

Rhoades St. Mobile Station 06 R 241 554 401 none 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 

Wall Street Mobile Station 07 R 241 554 101 none 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 08 Same roll as clerk 07 none 

W. Peachtree St. Mobile Station 09 R 241 554 201 none 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

From the sequential numbers, it is obvious that each location was equipped with a roll 
of 100 registration labels. Two vans at the same location shared one roll. 
An interesting anomaly exists, in that the address and zip code on the 'mobile' cancel 
does not match with the address and zip code on the double ring cancel at two offices. 
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International Blvd Mobilo Station 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Ally 1 v  - Av 3 1996 

Ist Hie 1111F44/ tO%111 84‘as 
4■••••• 11844P 0011  /44"as 

Broad Street Mobile Station 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
July 19 - Aug. 3 1996 

r loos "e4. 100* 14,8, IL., 
...1.•••••x 4,40p- 40 

Nassau St. Mobile Station 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
July 19 - Aug. 3 1996 

♦ _ 	
,

sistup,4, 
Om 4.1. 	1*

0114 esa 

Rhoades St. Mobile Station 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 

)L 	111 ZI-.  July 19 - Aug. 3 1996 

'%' 	t  I **-- r 45,4„ oosiour 04 ioogli,,,. 
i 

tilir \ 	tut see loos  vs 4* toos 18,001  
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Wall Sind Ma& %On 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
July 19 - Avg. 3 1996 

4,00' ta t#  y1  
*41tilso°14,10°._464a 

W. Peachtree St. Mobile Station 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

1 	

1.2,- !9 - Aug. 3 1996 
_., ga 	.0180. 

14.101,1 % 1410 	hu 
# %it 1 	vol IV ea  

los 4 0 ea 

The receipts for transactions 
at the mobile offices are also 
of interest. 

They all use the common 
unit reference 0099, this was 
explained by the staff as an 
accounting code for Olympic 
activities. 

The 1072 W Peachtree 
address is mysterious, as 
those mobiles equipped with 
a double ring cancel were 
using Main Post Office dies, 
and the MPO is located at 
3900 Crown Road. 

The clerk No. cross—checks 
with the PVI print, and 
identifies an individual van. 

4+1,44 U.S. POSTAL SEPVICE *** 
MOBILE UNIT 0099 
1072 W PEACHTPEE 

CLEF 005 
ItATEt 07/19/96 01:45z38 PM 

109 PVI 	 4.81 
109 PVI 	 4.81 
109 PVI 	 4.91 

TOTAL: 	S 	14.43 

*** THANK YOU *** 
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s 
man F Jacobs, Jr. 

712 N. Decatur Rd. 
Decatur. GA 30033 
United States of America 

ROYAL MAIL - OLYMPIC AEROGRAMME 

The Olympic aerogramme was issued on the 18th of June (see Sponsors of the 1996 
Olympic Games, in this issue), and although over twenty illustrated cancels had been 
declared for the Olympic stamp issue on 9th July, none were announced for the 
aerogramme. The opportunity to visit Much Wenlock during the afternoon of the 18th 
seemed rather provident. 

I was faced with two problems. How to achieve correct usage to a foreign address? 
How to obtain a Much Wenlock cancel (rather than the district machine cancel)? 

The first was easily overcome by selecting an overseas 
member to act as recipient, the second was more difficult, 
but eventually solved by the use of the Recorded Swiftair 
service, at a premium of £3.30 per aerogramme. Staff at 
Much Wenlock were extremely helpful, taking great care to 
produce clear strikes of their 'double ring' cancel. The 
resulting covers, with German back stamps was so attractive, 
that thoughts of a further cover began to form. 

I am afraid that I begrudge the use of excessive postage on first day covers, and 
strongly support the view that covers (no matter how philatelic) should bear the correct 
franking for the class of mail by which they have travelled. The Olympic issue consisting 
of five 26p. values would be easy to use as correct rates, but would then require five 
covers to show them. My preferred alternative, was to add all five values (£1.30), and a 
£2.00 definitive to an Olympic aerogramme, and again use the Recorded Swiftair 
service. This cleared the way for mailing to Norman Jacobs in Atlanta (in search of a 
backstamp), and meant that the postal service would only receive payment for the 
service provided. As these would be hand cancelled items, Much Wenlock was again 
chosen, for these rather special first day covers. With the help of our Public Relations 
Officer, Alan Sabey, the Sub—post Office at Wembley Park was also subjected to our 
'collector demands'. (illustrated below). 

With a little thought, (and a lot of co—operation) the production of some attractive 
covers became a reality. I'm sorry, but you can keep your 'Official' first day covers! 



cut ItICKEERGI IS CV, 

SENDER'S ARDWAS no Gitsgm 	e-...:..2  
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Royal Mail The Official Sponsor of both the British Olympic 

and Paralympic Teams. 
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ATLANTA - THE CANDIDATURE POSTCARDS 

%At 

Atlanta 
1 9 9 6 

One of my objectives, indeed the 
first, was actually fulfilled. A set of 
the original candidature postcards 
was located. This is reported to be 
a complete set, although the fact 
that eleven designs exist does 
seem strange. 

FCV-96— 1 Atlanta Olympic 
Logo. (illustrated). 

FCV— 96— 2 Stone Mountain 
Park. 

FCV— 96— 3 Atlanta, Georgia. 
FCV— 96-4 Tech Tower. 
FCV-96— 5 Atlanta, Georgia. 
FCV-96— 6 Olympic Stadium. 
FCV— 96— 7 Herndon Stadium. 
FCV-96-8 Velodrome Stadium. 
FCV-96-9 Olympic Natatorium. 

(illustrated). 
FCV-96— 10 Georgia Dome 

Stadium. 
FCV— 96-11 Atlanta, Georgia — 

MARTA train. 

The designs of cards 6 — 10 are 
all based on artist impressions. 
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ATLANTA - MESSAGES FOR THE FRENCH TEAM 

The National Olympic Committee of France (CNOSF), in conjunction with their sponsors 
Catena, Coca—Cola, McDonalds, and VISA, and with the co—operation of UPS, arranged 
for messages of support to be delivered to their athletes in the Olympic Village, Atlanta. 

The illustrated 'postcard' was provided at outlets of the above sponsors for members of 
the public to write a message, together with their name and address. Completed cards 
were 'mailed' in boxes at the outlets for collection and transmission to Atlanta by UPS. 

A winning card was drawn from those deposited between 1st — 15th June 1996, with a 
trip for two people to Atlanta as the prize. 

LA GAZETTE DE L'EQUIPE DE FRANCE OLYMPIQUE A ATLANTA reports in issue 
No 1, of the 18th July, that 100,033 cards were received by Henri Serandour President of 
CNOSF, Pierre Abric chef de mission, and Marie—Jose Perec the flag bearer, at a 
special reception in Atlanta. 

The design of the card shows a paper aeroplane, and the example illustrated bears the 
McDonald and UPS logos on the front and at the stamp position on the back. A copy 
with the VISA logo in these positions has been seen, and logically others for Catena and 
Coca—Cola should exist. The illustration in LA GAZETTE bears no logo. This could 
either be an attempt to avoid favouring any sponsor, or it could be an example of a 
further card distributed by CNOSF. 

Again, an interesting dilemma faces the philatelist. Some of the 100,033 cards will 
appear in the marketplace. They carry messages, they were carried from France to 
Atlanta by UPS, but they have no transit markings. Should they appear in a collection? 
Should they appear in an exhibit? Even mint examples were valid for free delivery, and 
they are certainly part of the history of the Centennial Games. 
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SPONSORS OF THE 1996 OLYMPIC GAMES (5) 

John Miller 

(ii) NATIONAL 

(a) Royal Mail 

The counter leaflets giving details of the increased letter prices and service costs from 
8th July 1996 continue to have the BOA and BPA logos on them. A small change has 
been made to the text and its layout. The older leaflet is referenced —RMI 06/96/LR—, 
and the more recent —RMI/AO1/96/A5—. 

A 'DL' size merchandising leaflet was displayed in Post Offices in May. This is a 
five—fold sheet includes an order form for souvenir items from Swatch, Tie Rack, 
Adidas, Christy and Royal Mail. Profits from the sale of the items go to the BOA and 
BPA. The source code of this leaflet is 96MLA. 

The production of 'Olympic branded' booklets has continued with the 4 x 37p and 4 x 
63p Walsall being issued on the 8th of July. This was due to the postage rates increase. 
A W.H. Smith promotional booklet was issued on the 15th of July. This is a 10 x 1st 

Walsall printing and the first example of the 'initial' style booklets which have some small 
changes in the cover design. A small, black letter H W or Q in Times Roman font, is 
printed on the bottom right hand comer of the back cover, close to the bar code; 
indicating the printer of the booklet. Also, the diagonal white line in the bottom right 
corner of the stamps on the front of the cover has been removed on some of the 
printings. A further four booklets with this initial letter added will be issued on the 6th of 
August. They are 10 x 1st and 10 x 2nd, Harrison; 10 x 1st Walsall and 10 x 2nd Questa. 

The Royal Mail 'DL' Sponsorship Envelope: 

This envelope was commissioned by Royal Mail early in 1995 and was printed by The 
House of Questa. It was intended to be used during the sponsorship campaign and 
offered to Royal Mail fund raisers if they needed some sort of official envelope for their 
particular event. A price of £3 was set as the minimum donation to the Olympic / 
Paralympic fund for each envelope used. Any extra costs incurred by the fund raisers 
would then have to be added to the final cost of the covers. The first known use of the 
envelope is 11th November 1995. It was used as part of the prize offered at the Spring 
Stampex competition run by 'ex—patriot' staff of the London Division of Royal Mail. It 
was also used to commemorate the First Days of Issue for the 'Olympic branded'. 
'Triathlon' and W.H Smith promotional' stamp booklets and for the combined 
commemoration of The Queen's Birthday / London Marathon events. 10,000 were 
produced and about 1,000 have been accounted for in the projects known so far. As 
most of the fund raising was carried out within the Division of Royal Mail, publicity about 
them has been limited. It may well be that more events will be recorded in the future but 
it seems unlikely that all 10,000 envelopes will be used. 

C5 Window Envelopes: 

Two different ones have been seen. Both display the logos and sponsorship text but 
the one used by the Philatelic Bureau advertises the Football Greats issue on the front. 
The information sheet also displays the logos and text. The second type has no 
advertising on it. 
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Pictorial and Plain Aerogrammes: 

The Olympic pictorial aerogramme was issued on the 18th of June. In addition to the 
usual logos and text it showed a collage of Olympic sports. Printed by McCorquodale 
Envelopes Ltd., it was packed in 25's with the paper band wrapper titled "Olympic 1996". 
The plain aerogramme, clear—foil wrapped in packs of six, include a stiffener which is 
Olympic branded and titled "Taking up the Challenge." 

(aa) Anglia Division 

On the 14th and 15th of June another project was run in this Division under the title 
'Great Mail Coach Run Olympic Appeal'. This was in conjunction with the 150th 
anniversary of the last mail coach journey from London to Norwich. The event was 
funded by Norwich Union, who have sponsored the coach and horses for the past 20 
years. The cover, showing the coach and horses and a plan of the route was franked 
with the 25p Rowland Hill stamp cancelled with a special handstamp on the 14th of 
June 1996. The Royal Mail logo with the text 'Funds received from sale of envelope will 
help British athletes in the Paralympics' was added to the cover. Both carried and 
uncarried covers were offered for sale. The carried one had an extra rectangular, boxed 
handstamp applied. 

(ac) SPRING STAMPEX 1996 

Further information and corrections can now be made to the entry in Vol.13 No.2, pp58. 
The 'DL' Sponsorship envelope was used and two sets of five (not four) covers were 
prepared. They were franked with the 25p stamp of the 'Peace and Freedom' 
commemorative stamps issued in May 1995 (not the 25p Burns issue) and cancelled 
with the Spring Stampex special handstamp dated 24 Jan 1996. The athletes signing 
the covers were; Steve Cram, running; Steve Redgrave and Mathew Pinset, rowing; 
Jonathan Edwards, triple jump; Kelly Homes, running; Adrian Moorhouse, swimming. 
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(ae) London Division 

The Teamwork Project: 

This was an 'in house' 
project run at Mount 
Pleasant, London in October 
and November of 1995. 
It was to develop ways in 
which the Post Office could 
be run more efficiently and 
improve working practices. 
More recently, attempts at 
putting its findings into effect 
have proven controversial 
and have resulted in the 
industrial action undertaken 
by members of the Postal 
Workers Union. 
As part of the propaganda 
for the project a special 
handstamp for use with the 
'DL' envelopes was 
sponsored. The handstamp 
illustrates a handshake with 
Mount Pleasant on the 7th of 

  

the words 'Working Together' beneath. It was used at 
November 1995. 
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RoyalMail Deliver card 
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THE CARRIED COVER 
David King was first of the seven London 
Division runners to finish. His time was 
3 hours 38 minutes. Each runner carried 
15 covers and was allowed to keep one 
as a souvenier of the event. 

Royal Mail 
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Covercraft and the London Marathon: 

The 'DL' Sponsorship Envelope was used by this Division in co—operation with 
Covercraft, to commemorate the Queen's Birthday / London Marathon events. 
Sponsored runners from both London and the Midlands Divisions each carried ten to 
fifteeen covers. The London Division acted as hosts to the Midlands. At the runners 
completed the course and helped to raise over £5,400 for the fund. Dave King was the 
first of the eight London runners was allowed to keep one cover as a souvenir of the 
event. Their names and Royal Mail Division are as follows: 

R.M. LONDON 	 R.M. MIDLANDS 

Dave King 
Alan Barton 
Dennis Scott 
Garry Meakins 
Keith Heifer 
Terry Heifer 
Colin Skerrat 
Dave Warner 

Glen Wilcox 
Colin Page 
Nicola Barnes 
Bill Goadsby 
Chris Clarke 
Kim Lowde 
Mike Kirby 

The carried covers were put through the Priority Services 'track back' system. They 
were franked with the £5 Windsor Castle definitive which was cancelled with the 
Blackheath CDS on the 20th of April. This was in order to comply with the IPU 
regulations which does not permit the cancellation of Guaranteed Delivery (Priority 
Services) items on a Sunday; the day of the Marathon. All the covers were recorded at 
the time when the runners passed the start point of the race, at various places along the 
route and at the time they passed the finishing line. 
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An additional 1st class stamp was applied to the cover and this was cancelled with the 
special 'Flora London Marathon' handstamp on the 21st of April. The covers were then 
autographed by the runners. These covers were offered for sale along with their 
delivery card, sender's receipt and the 'track back' computer printout. 

Uncarried covers, franked with the booklet pane and label from Queen's birthday 
booklet and cancelled with the 'Flora London Marathon' handstamp were also on sale. 

(af) North East Division 

This division promoted a question and answer / tie breaker competition during June and 
July by circulating an A5 folded card through post offices and the Post Office magazine 
'Courier'. The entry form half of the card had space for mint stamps with a minimum 
value of £1 to be fixed to it. This was accepted as an entry fee and donation. All 
proceeds went to the Paralympic Team Funds. A prize of £2,000 worth of Thomas Cook 
travel vouchers was offered. Entry forms had to be returned by 23rd July. 

(ag) Olympic branded stamp booklets. 

The 'DL' Sponsorship Envelope was used on the first day of issue of all three general 
releases and the promotional booklet issue. 	These were 6th February, five 
booklets;l9th March, four booklets; 8th July, two booklets and 15th July, one booklet. 
Sets of five, four, two and one covers were produced. The envelopes were illustrated 
with one booklet 'skeleton' for each of releases and were franked with the marginal pair 
of stamps from the booklet. The first, second and last sets were cancelled using the 
Windsor Philatelic Counter special handstamp. The third set was cancelled with the 
Windsor 'new booklets for postal rate change' sponsored handstamp. Each cover 
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contained a stiffener giving more details about the issue and a second 'skeleton' 
showing the inside of the booklet. The stiffener, second 'skeleton' and envelope were 
each serial numbered. 

About forty cylinder combinations from all these booklet issues are known. A detailed 
list will be prepared when the Olympic branding is removed from booklet printings. 

Triathlon Booklets: 

Publicity material includes a DL size counter leaflet (100mm x 210mm), an A4 grill card 
(210mm x 295mm) and an A3 wall poster (295mm x 420mm). All three use the same 
artwork as the stamp booklet. 
A small problem occurred during the production of the booklet due to the silver ink 
covering the game spots and void panel falling off the glazed surface of the outer cover. 
To solve this a second coating of glaze was applied over the silver ink. As a result the 
booklets look much more highly polished than the normal issue and they are difficult to 
handle in bulk. 
Production was 7.8 million, 4.1 million to Royal Mail Retail, 3.4 million to Post Office 
Counters and .3 million to the Philatelic Bureau, ie. 100,00 of each. Retail outlets were 
instructed to give the booklets sales priority, presumably because a competition was 
involved. Demand seems to have been high, Royal Mail Retail were out of stock by mid 
July and most Post Offices had sold out by the end of that month. It is interesting to 
note the numbering on the 'void panels' of these booklets. If the booklet is a loser the 
prefix letter L, along with a number, will be in the panel. Shot Put booklets are 
numbered 1 to 24, Hurdles 25 to 48 and Archery 49 to 72. All the numbers except 24, 
48 and 72 have been seen so far and no other prefix letters have been used. Particular 
groups of 'void panel' numbers have been linked with the three stock outlets and the 
general conclusion to be drawh from this is that the 24, 48 and 72 numbers have been 
used for winning booklets. With 7.8 million booklets to cover 360 prizes, the chances of 
winning are 1: 21,666. 

The DL Sponsorship Envelope was used to commemorate the first day of issue of the 
Triathlon booklets. Thirty sets of three covers were produced. All the sets were 
numbered in the same way as the 'branded booklets'. The first ten sets were franked 
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with cylinder number pairs of stamps (Cyl.B11) the other twenty sets with plain 
marginal pairs. World—wide, these booklets are the first ever to have a scratch card on 
the cover; nationally, they are the first booklet Royal Mail has issued which is specifically 
related to an Olympic Games. The envelope is also a first in that it was commissioned 
solely for the use of raising funds for the BOA and BPA Teams. 

Commemorative Postcards: 

Sets of five postcards were offered as a 'runners up' prize to those sending three empty 
Triathlon booklet covers to an Admail address. The cards are enlargements of the five 
se—tenant stamps issued on the 9th of July without the Queen's head, value and 
lettering. 100,000 sets were on offer while stocks last or up to the 31st August. Both the 
face and reverse of these cards differ from the PHQ cards issued for the stamps. The 
reverse has the logos and sponsorship text but does not name the five stamps. The 
names Run, Throw, Goal, Swim and Glory are given on the PHQ cards. A compliments 
slip, signed by the Promotions Co—ordinator of Royal Mail, and the 'DL' size 
merchandising leaflet were included in the packaging of the sets. The source code on 
this leaflet is 96WBA. 
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In response to the request on page 88 of Torch Bearer volume 13, the following details 
were provided by H. J. Dahl. 

Five distinctive types of cancel are identified and illustrated below, Hans also offers the 
following comments; 

- For cancel type 1, the dater portion has a number range from 1 - 10; 
- Cancels types 4 and 5 are ink jets, which do not mark clearly onto glossy surfaces 
including some stamp issues, clear examples are therefore difficult to find; 
- Cancel type 5, which first appeared on the 14th May 1996, is a smaller print, with the 
slogan text offset offering a clear strike of this section every time. Hans comments that 
someone at the Post Office 'must have had an earful'. 

It would be nice to think that Post Office staff would react to customer (collector) 
complaints in this way, and from the contact with Australian postal representatives in 
Atlanta, I suspect that in Australia they actually would - a refreshing attitude. 
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Post Office Code Type Oct 

Hobart 7000 1 

Eastern subs 2004 1 

Northern subs 2058 1 

Sth Western subs 2169 1 

Southern subs 2215 3 

1 

Hunter Region 2310 2 

North Wetem 2781 1 

Nov Dec Jan 

'XX 

Feb Mar Apr May 

= Inverted dater known. 

= Different dater known. 

Similar details were received from a number of our Australian members, all of whom I 
would like to thank for their detailed and informative lists. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OLYMPIC GAMES 
MEMORABILIA 

WANTED 

MEDALS, DIPLOMAS, BADGES 

PINS, POSTERS, PROGRAMMES 

TORCHES, TICKETS & SOUVENIRS 

ULF STROM 
Wahlbergsgatan 10, S-121 38 JOHANNESHOV, Sweden 
Tel & Fax +46 8 600 34 52; Mobile +46 70 790 00 52 
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US OLYMPIC TEAM - SUPPORT POSTCARDS 

Two series of postcards 
were discovered, that on first 
appearances seemed to 
contravene all the rules for 
use of Olympic devices. 
(It was Sunday, and they 
were seen through a shop 
window at about 5m). 

On closer inspection, when 
purchased on Monday 
morning, they were found to 
be 'support' cards for the US 
Olympic Team, and were 
authorised by the United 
States Olympic Committee. 
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1996 Summer Olympic 
Cancellations 

Now is the Time to Sign up for all 

Olympic Covers for only S1.25 

If you sign up before June 1996 

HePo Box 524 Helen Ga. 30545 USA 

Stationery 

+ + + + + 
+ + + + + 

Plate 
Blocks 

Registered 
Letters 

+ + + + + 
+ + + + + 

First Day 
Covers 

The first of these series featured characters from the Warner Bros. Looney Tunes 
cartoons. A total of fourteen designs were found, and as they have consecutive 
numbers, it is probably a complete set. The cards were found in Columbus, and on the 
same day at the Youth Camp in Rome. It was almost a week later that the first examples 
were found in Atlanta, and surprisingly, the Warner Bros. store in Underground Atlanta 
did not stock them — even though they carried a range of USOC merchandise featuring 
the Looney Tunes characters. 

All of the cards are in vertical format, and they are standard 4" x 6" size. 

772 — 1000 
772 — 1001 
772 — 1002 

772 — 1003 
772 — 1004 
772 — 1005 
772 — 1006 
772 — 1007 
772 — 1008 
772 — 1009 
772 — 1010 
772 — 1011 
772 — 1012 
772 — 1013 

ATHENS TO ATLANTA / USA / 1996, Daffy Duck. 
SOCCER / 1996, Bugs Bunny. 
1996 / USA / YOU CAN'T BEAT / WHAT YOU CAN'T / CATCH!, 
Roadrunner and Coyote. 
BLOOD, / SWEAT & / GEARS, Bugs Bunny and Taz. 
SET, DIG, SPIKE! / USA, Tweety Pie. 
POWER LIFT / 1996, Taz. 
USA / 1996, Taz with basketball. 
1996 / VOLLEY, Bugs Bunny. 
USA / SWIMMING / 1996, Daffy Duck. 
1996 / Duck DIVE, Daffy Duck. 
Rings / Parallel Bars / Floor Exercise / 1996, Tweety Pie. 
1996 / USA, Bugs Bunny, Taz and Daffy Duck. (illustrated) 
GYMNASTICS / 1996, Wiley Coyote. (illustrated) 
USA / 1996, Bugs Bunny with medals, and all the gang. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Heinz A. Potschka 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Olympic Mint Stamps + Olympic Special Cachets 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Olympic Pins + + Postal Cards + + Holograms 
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REVIEW OF MAGAZINES WITH OLYMPIC INTEREST 

Olympic Magazine 

The magazine of the Olympic Museum of Lausanne published Issue no. 9 in March. 
The leading article is in fact a follow up article from the previous featuring James Rizzi 
the American artist whose work on sport and Olympism was exhibited at the Museum 
from March until May. James Rizzi has been commissiioned to create a series of 
paintings commemorating the Opening Ceremony of the Atlants Games which will 
become a permanent collection in the Olympic Museum. Other articles on Art include 
an exhibition that will be held in Atlanta's High Museum of Art entitled "Five Passions in 
World Art" and will cover the concepts of Love, Anguish, Awe, Triumph and Joy, an 
exhibition in the Olympic Musdeum on the invention of colour prints called "The 
Anatomy of Colour" which will be held from May until September and an article on 
Besnik Haxhillari whose exhibition "Night Drawings" was displayed in the museum 
during March. Other articles cover "The First 1000 Days of the Museum with opinions 
from experts who have been involved with some of the previous exhibits, an interview 
with Francois Carrard the Director General of The Olympic Movement, the Sponsorship 
of Xerox in document processing, The Torch Relay for Atlanta, Merlene Ottey the 
Jamaican sprinter aiming for her first Olympic Gold Medal at her fourth Olympic Games, 
the International Pierre de Coubertin Committee and its President Conrado Durantez, 
and Sven Thofeit who won Olympic Medals in the Modern Pentathlon and Epee Fencing 
in the Games of 1928 until 1948 and whose .22 calibre pistol is in the Museum. The free 
postcards are of unofficial posters. 

Available from The Olympic Museum, 1, Ouai d' ouchy, CH-1001 Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

JOURNAL OF SPORTS PHILATELY 

The magazine printed in U.S.A. published issues No. 5 and No.6 (vol. 34) since the last 
review. Issue No.5 starts with an article on Remarkable Dates on the Postmarks of the 
1896 First Olympic Issue of Greece, Skiing and the Federation International de Ski (FIS) 
to World War II both articles being well illustrated with a large number postage stamps 
and cancellations. Other articles include a response by the author to comments (and 
the occasional correction) on his article entitled "The Arts Must Go Hand in Hand With 
Sport" (vol 33 No.6), Sepak Takraw & Rattan Ball Sports, which is a game popular in the 
Asian countries where a ball is kicked over the net, an update on Olymphilex '96 and 
the Atlanta Olympic Games and an article on Bikes on Stamps. 
Issue No 6 covers the Plans of the U.S. Postal Service at the Atlanta Games, the 1996 
Olympic Torch Run (both the article by Thomas Lippert which appeared in Torch Bearer 
(May 1996) but with some additional text and illustrations and the Torch Relay from 
Olympia to Athens by Franceska Rapkin), an article on Controversies in Competitive 
Swimming and updates on the 1996 Paralympic Games as well as The Atlanta Games. 

Available from Margaret Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Ave., St. louis, MO 63109, U.S.A. 
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CITIUS, ALTIUS, FORTIUS. 

The Journal of The International Society of Olympic Historians Volume 4 No.2 was 
published in May and featured articles on The Birth of Swedish Ice Hockey and the first 
Olympic Ice Hockey Tournament in Antwerp in 1920 including teams and details of the 
competition. Antwerp 1920 is also the background to an article on Archery, and further 
evidence that The Countess de Pourtaes was the first Modern Female Olympic Starter in 
the 1900 Sailing event. There is a wide and interesting section of snippets of Olympic 
News up to the year 2008! 

Available from Ian Buchanan, Old Fighting Cocks, Burgh—next—Aylsham, Norfolk NR11 
6TP U.K. 

READING MATTERS - BOOK REVIEW 

CHRONICLE OF THE OLYMPICS 1896 TO 1996 

Published by Darling Kindersley Limited ISBN 0 7513 3013 2. 

This hardback volume published as part of the Chronicle Club series is a well produced 
book consisting of 312 pages and costs £19.95 Each Summer and Winter Games are 
featured with 750 photographs in colour and black and white, illustrating the 
competitors, events and stories of each Olympiad. The book is primarily a pictorial 
record as each Games has only one A4 page of comment on the Games, their 
background and the main stories followed by on average 6 pages of photographs with 
write ups for the Winter Games. Each Games starts with a full size photograph of one 
of the main Gold Medal Winners. The last 100 pages are devoted to a listing of all the 
Medal Winners in each Games, the dates of the Games, the number of competors, 
sports and events, the final Medal tables and the most medals won by the competitors. 

As a reference book it is light on the information, but as a pictorial record it is a 
marvellous display by some of the best sports photographers of the past 100 years. 

David Buxton. 

P J Drossos 

Sadly we have to report the death of P J Drossos on the 10th May 1996, in 
his 98th year. He was an early member of the Society of Olympic Collectors, 
and extremely knowledgeable on all aspects of Greek postal history. 

The following extracts were first published in 1981: 

"Pandelis Drossos has been one of the main sources of information about 
Greek and Greek related philately for the English—speaking world and 
beyond." 

He first started collecting stamps in 1910, and in 1932 left his employment 
with the Greek State Bank to devote his time to philately and philatelic 
journalism. Since 1920 he has written inumerable articles and monographs, 
on all aspects of Greek philately. 
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HEINRICH WINTER 
Olympic Memorabilia 

Several Special Auctions A Year 

29 JULY 1948 14 AUGUST 

LONDON 

Winner's Medals - Participation Medals 
Badges - Team Pins - Torches 

Tickets - Programs - Diplomas - Official Reports 
Books - Souvenirs - Decorations 

High quality catalogues. About 500 lots each auction. 
Most lots are illustrated. Order your first catalogue 
for £ 5. Further catalogues are free for customers. 

HEINRICH WINTER. BOX 10 54 23, 40045 DUSSELDORF 
GERMANY 

PHONE 0211-6 80 3464 • FAX 02 11-6 80 34 87 
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Olympic Games 
1896 - 1996 Lini 

Auctions 	WV" 
Want List Service 

Always Buying, Selling and Trading 
Winner's Medals, Participation Medals. Commemorative Medals. 

Badges, Pins, Tprches, Official Reports, Posters. Programs, Tickets. 
• Seals, Books, Postcards. Souvenirs etc. 

SEND 	FOR OUR NEXT ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

$10.00 (Domestic) 

$15.00 (Overseas) 

& PRICES REALIZED 
Annual Subscription (3 Catalogs) available for 
S20.004fr. (Domestic) & $30.00/yr. (Overseas) 

Ingrid O'Neil 

Amminommis 

P.O. Box 12346 
Atlanta Ga. 
U.S.A. 

Tel: (404) 812-0106 
Fax: (404) 812-0210 
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