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FRONT PAGE 

Another issue complete! Albeit rather later than intended. Our copy and issue dates 
seem to regularly conflict with the calendar operated by the Olympic movement and 
associated bodies. This issue has been totally revamped after the "1896 ATHENS 1996" 
exhibition, as the philatelic details became known. 

A similar situation will occur with the next issue, the Centenary Games will be taking 
place just after our deadline, and my own visit to Atlanta from 12 — 28th July will mean 
that copy cannot reach the printer until about August 5th. Issue 3 will therefore be some 
three — five weeks late in reaching you, but it will include coverage on philatelic items 
and collectibles at the Centenary Games. 

This issue should really be all about the arrangements for Atlanta (to give the 
opportunity for postal applications for covers and postmarks etc.), however, the late 
resolution of the dispute between USPO and ACOG has interfered with the preparation 
of advance publicity. To be honest, the whole situation is surrounded by so much 
rumour and 'second hand' quotes, that the truth will probably never be known. I hope 
that you will find the information on Athens a suitable substitute. 

This issue contains the minutes of the 1995 AGM, in preparation for this years meeting, 
please, please, try to attend — we really would like to know the views of more members. 

The Society has evolved a long way in the last decade, and the Committee has grown 
and acted on a number of matters for the benefit of the Society. The Society of Olympic 
Collectors is now known world—wide, and is respected by other Olympic and Sports 
collectors groups with whom links are maintained. 

In this issue, you will find an insert containing The Constitution of the Society of Olympic 
Collectors, which is offered by the Committee for adoption at the AGM to formalise the 
method of operation that has evolved with the Society. 

Our sister Society in the United States, Sports Philatelists International, have decided 
not to arrange a formal meeting or convention during the Olympic Games, however if we 
have any visiting members at Olymphilex, SPI have made informal arrangements for 
members to meet at the USPO stand, I suggest that SOC members also keep an eye on 
the USPO stand (you can always pick out the serious collectors!), I will certainly be 
there most days until the 28th July, generally for the last one or two hours — I hope that 
some of us will manage to meet. 

Articles are, as always, still required. I am sure that some of you must be getting fed up 
with reading my opinions on current events — put pen to paper and let others know 
what you think, what you collect, or what you know! 

Franceska has commented on the FIPO meeting at Athens in this issue, I'm afraid that I 
have to agree with her comments. With the exception of papers presented at Lausanne 
(which were printed in full in Torch Bearer), the meetings have followed exactly the 
same format — introductions, and intentions. Whilst the paper on postcards sparked 
some debate, it would have been greater if those attending had been forewarned. 



Lille 2004. 

Bob Wilcock has provides information about items in support of the Lille candidature: 

Slogan postmark. 

. tANDIDATE A tORDMIKA11011 DES JEUX OLVAPIQUES 

LILLE RP 

LILLE CANDIDATE A L'ORGAN1SATION 
°FS JEUX OLVMPIOUES DE 2804 

SALON PHILATELIQUE 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

A commemorative handstamp was used at 'Philaflandre 96' Philatelic exhibition, which 
identifies the candidature, and the communication links created by the rail network 
following the opening of the Channel Tunnel. The Lille bid places great emphasis on the 
links with neighbouring capital cities. 

An exhibition souvenir sheet (no postal validity) used a similar design. 

Torch Bearer Back Issues — ImportantAnnouncement!! 

The cost of back issues has been held for a number of years, the increased 
cost of printing, postage (and holding stock) will be reflected by a 
substancial increase in price  for all orders placed after September 1“ 1996. 

Take the opportunity to complete your library now! 
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Rome 2004. 

Thomas Lippert forwarded a photocopy of the illustrated meter used by UIFOS in Rome, 
supporting the 
candidature of 
Rome. 

Nagano 1998. 

Thomas also included a copy of this illustrated meter from the IOC used during 
November 1995. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

John Miller, provides details of the following events, organised by the Olympic 
Sponsorship Team of Royal Mail. Philatelic, fund raising covers may be produced for 
any of these: 

April 21". London Marathon, twenty 
Royal Mail runners carried a number of 
covers. 

May 18 —19th. Olympic Courier Fun Day 
at Alton Towers; the Courier Olympic 
Charity Challenge hosted by Chris 
Akabusi. 

May 22". Sports Ball, hosted by Royal 
Mail at which the Olympic stamps will be 
launched. 

June 22". Highclere Castle, Newbury. An 
open air concert by the Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, opened by Chris 
Akabusi. 

July 14th. Cadbury Strollerthon, Battersea 
Park, London. A 10 mile course which will 
start and finish in the park. 

July 1961—August 4th, August 15-25th. 
Royal Mail athletes and support staff will 
be present at the Olympic Games, and 
Paralympic Games, Atlanta. 

July 21". Walsall Fun Day, event in the 
Walsall Arboretum for Paralympics. 
Organised by Royal Mail, Walsall. 

August 28th. London, Gala lunch. To 
celebrate the return of the athletes and 
support staff. Other supporters may be 
invited. 
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MEMBERS FORUM 

Responses to items in Members Forum and articles from Volume 13 issue 1 were 
particularly good, and some interesting 'leads' have been given. Some responses have 
been held over for next issue. 

Tristan da Cuhna. 

I am grateful for the details provided by Richard C Peck from Sydney: 

"Victor Marsh, alias Edgar Weston had been sending covers to Tristan since the 1920's 
for stamping with the missionary cachets. As a dealer, he used to send quite a few. Late 
in 1951 he sent many hundreds, which arrived after stamps were issued and the cachets 
withdrawn. They were returned to him and he added his own faked cachet and had the 
postage dues added in the UK. Edinburgh is the name of the main settlement, named 
after the original Duke of that name landed there in 1867. It is purely fortuitous that 
Marsh used Olympic stamps." 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ****** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Natal Appeal Fund Label. 

This produced the greatest response 
that I have yet received. Thank you to 
all those members who pointed out that 
the central vignette of the Natal label is 
the same as that used on the British 
Olympic Association Appeal label of 
1928, and is taken from a photograph 
of the British team marching in Paris at 
the 1924 Games. 

 

  

Of course this makes the second question regarding date of issue even more important, 
potentially it may prove to be an early label. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * le * * * * * * * * * * ********* 

THEMATICA - 96 
Britain's Thematic Stamp Exhibition 

CARISBROOKE HALL, 63 SEYMOUR STREET, LONDON W2 2HF 

Saturday 29th  June 1996, 10.30 a.m. — 5.30 p.m. 
& Sunday 30th  June 1996, 10.30 a.m. — 5.00 p.m. 

Dealers, SOC Table, Competitions& SOC Annual General Meeting. 
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THE VOICE OF OXFORDSHIRE 

NEWSFLASH » 

Going for gold 
OXON: The famous 
Oxfordshire game of Aunt 
Sallyis to be included in this 
year's Olympic Games in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The well -
known pub game has been 
put on the list of Olympic 
sports for the first time. 

Full details page 93 	 

Before turning to page 93, readers are advised to read the following rules for 
the game of Aunt Sally... 

Aunt Sally is an Oxfordshire Public House game played in the garden. 

1. The game shall be played by two teams and consists of three 'Horses' (legs), one 
point to the winning team of each 'Horse'. Teams are eight—a—side. 

2. The aim of the game is to knock a piece of wood (called a Doll) off a vertical swivel 
stand by means of throwing a stick. The Doll must be knocked off cleanly by the stick 
and not if the stick hits the vertical swivel. The Doll is 2 feet 6 inches (750mm) from the 
ground and the swivel stands out 6 inches (150mm). Each time the Doll is knocked off it 
is a "Dolly" and the team with the most Dolly's wins the Horse. 

3. Each member of the team shall throw six sticks each, and may throw under arm or 
round arm, and both feet must be behind the Hocking (base line) by the time the stick 
has left the player's hand. It at the end of a horse the scores are level, then each player 
throws three sticks each, and if the scores are still level, each player shall throw one 
stick. Should the scores still be level, each player shall then throw six sticks, then three, 
then one until the Horse is won. When three sticks or one stick are necessary, only this 
number of sticks can be held by the thrower. 

4. The pitch must be 10 yards (9.14rn) long from the Doll Standard to the throwing point, 
where there must be a raised Hocking, 1 inch (25mm) high and 2 feet 6 inches (750mm) 
to 6 feet (1.83m) long. 

5. The Wooden Doll shall be 6 inches (153mm) high, 3.25 inches (80mm) in diameter 
and painted white. Sticks measure 18.5 inches (470mm) by 2 inches (51mm) maximum. 

6. If a player does not knock a Doll off in a Horse he has a "Blob" recorded (like a "Duck" 
in Cricket). 
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SPONSORS OF THE 1996 OLYMPIC GAMES (4) 

John Miller 

(i) INTERNATIONAL 

(a) U. P.S. (United Parcel Services) 
In March a second advertisement titled Who Would You Trust' was run on T.V. This 
emphasised the connection between U.P.S. and the I.O.C. and the latter's trust that 
U.P.S. would deliver their mail on time. 

(c) VISA INTERNATIONAL 

This credit card company 
is promoting its second 
"Olympics of the Imagin-
ation" competition. 
Children aged between 
11 and 13 years from 
50,000 schools in over 20 
countries will be asked to 
invent a new Olympic 
sport. The 30 best budding artists will be invited to the Centennial Games in Atlanta, 
where their work will be on display. A similar competition was run for the 1994 Winter 
Olympics at Lillehammer. 

(ca) Barclay's Bank plc 

With reference to the entry in T.B. Vol. 12/4. The data was basically 
correct but there were only two questions, not three and an additional 
100 prizes of commemorative gifts were offered to runners up. The 
Atlanta 1996 and Visa logos along with the text 'Official Sponsor 
Olympic Summer Games' are on the entry form. Closing date for 
entries was 30th January 1996. 

(cb) National WestminsterBank 

A question and answer competition run in co—operation 
with the bank. Applicants for the Nat West Visa Credit 
Card can enter. The competition involves answering five 
questions and producing a tie breaker of not more than 
twelve words in answer to the statement "I would like 
to go to the Visa Olympic Games in Atlanta because'. The 
visa logo with the text 'Worldwide Sponsor 1996 Olympic 
Games' is on the entry form. Closing date for entries is 
30th April 1996. 
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(cc) Midland Bank 
Midland Choice and Visa, 

Competition in co—operation with  the OtFicial Sponsor of the 
0299 	Olympic Games, have got 

Visa International. This was mainly 	 III 	together to give you the 

for Midland Choice credit card   Allantat9% opportunity to win a trip to 
OFFICIAL 91,001. OLVMPIC SUMER GAMS the 1996 Olympic Games. holders. Statements from these 	  

accounts were credited with a 
number of points depending on how much the credit card was used. These points 
could be used in blocks of 50 for each entry to the competition. Plain paper entries 
were also accepted. Two prizes of a trip for two persons to Atlanta were offered. 
Closing date was the 15th March 96 and•the winner was drawn on the 22nd of March. 

(d) Xerox 

A black and white advertisement placed in the Daily Express on the 30th January 1996. 
This displayed the new B.O.A. logo with the text "Official Sponsor to the British Olympic 
Team". 

(ii) NATIONAL 

(a) ROYAL MAIL 

The five NVI Olympic Stamp Books due to be issued on the 16th of January were 
rescheduled for the 30th of that month. The issue date was changed a second time 
and they finally came out on the 6th of February. Three printers were used. Harrison & 
Sons, 10 x 2nd class; House of Questa, 10 x 2nd class; Walsall Security Printers, 4 x 
1st, 4 x 1st, 10x 1st and 4 x 2nd class. 

All the booklets are 'branded' on the back of the cover with a full colour design showing 
the B.O.A. and B.P.A. logos along with the text 'Royal Mail, the Official Sponsor of both 
the British Olympic and Paralympic teams' above five flowing ribbons of the same 
colours as the Olympic rings. Below the ribbons in a wavy line are the words 'The Spirit 
of the Olympics'. Variations of this 'branding' design are being used on other Olympics 
related memorabilia produced by Royal mail. 

A second set of four booklets was issued on the 19th of March 1996. Harrison and 
Sons, 10 x 1st; Walsall Security Printers, 4 x 35p, 4 x 41p and 4 x 60p. The same 
'branding' design was used on these booklets. The aim of all nine booklets was to raise 
awareness of the joint sponsorship of the British Olympics and paralympics Teams by 
Royal Mail. There is also some indication that the Olympic branding will soon appear 
on all stamp books of four. These could be the machine vended booklets of 4 x 25p 
stamps. 
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Will you be at 
the Olympics? 

Find out instantly 

4,  9....4. 
• `-.4 	41111111bill  

III 	1  111144111 

Two pin badges have been produced. One for each of the joint sponsorships. The 
B.O.A. and B.P.A. logos are on a white ground with gold edging. The logos are in gold 
above a red, yellow and green panel similar to the 'branding' design on the booklet 
covers. The text, in gold, reads "Royal Mail official sponsor", above the logos and 
"Atlanta '96" below the design. 

   

   

 

Royal Mail 
Oii1C 	:ION SO" 

Q90.1•4 

ATLANTA '96  

   

Olympic Triathlon Books. 
Details of these NVI booklets have been released, there will be three different booklets 
featuring the Shot Put, Archery and Hurdles events. The event is indicated on the 
yellow bar of colour on the right hand edge of the inner back cover of the booklet. 
Printed by Harrison and Sons., each contains 10 x 1st class stamps. Originally 
scheduled to be issued on the 6th. of May 1996 then revised to the 13th of that month. 
The aim is to promote the purchase of stamp booklets. The booklet cover will embody a 
scratch card and this is the first time ever that a stamp booklet has been used in this 
way as a promotional offer. 

The rules for the promotion are on the inside of the booklet cover along with the 
following information. "If you've ever dreamed of appearing at the Olympics, this could 
be your invitation. There are ten fantastic all—inclusive holidays for two to the Games in 
Atlanta (worth over £4,000 each) to be won in our Olympic triathlon scratchcard 
promotion. 

Every promotional First Class stamp book features one of three different games: Shot 
Put, Archery and Hurdles. Simply scratch the panels to reveal the result of your event. 
Three ticks win the gold prize, the Olympic holiday; two ticks win the silver, one of 50 
Casio hand held TV's; one tick wins the bronze, one of 300 Timex watches. Even if you 
don't make the podium, all runners up can claim a set of five free 'Olympic postcards 
by sending in any three Olympic game books to 'Olympic Postcard Offer', Admail 706, 
London VV1E 2DP." 

"While stocks last." 
"Olympic Triathlon, the games everyone can compete in." 

The B.O.A. and B.P.A. logos along with the sponsorship text are printed below this. 
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Scheduled 
Postal rate 
changes on 
1st  July 1996 
should lead 
to the issued 
value being 
uprated to 
26 pence. 

Olympics 96 
This is the title for the horizontal strip of five 25p, se—tenant stamps which will be issued 
on the 9th of July 1996 to commemorate the centenary of the Olympic Games. The 
stamps will be of the standard 41m/m x 30m/m size, designed by Nick Knight — Design 
House and printed in offset lithography by the House of Questa. The designs portray a 
sprinter, in the blocks; a diver; a basketball player; a javelin thrower and a runner, 
breaking the tape. The text 'Olympic & Paralympic Teams 1996' is below each design. 
The usual Philatelic Bureau cancellation will be available for First Day Covers and an 
alternative postmark from Much Wenlock, Shropshire is being offered. 

Note: — The album sheet provided with the Royal Mail Collectors Club Magazine No.13 
in January 1996, indicates the stamps will be of a square format, 35mm x 35mm. 

Olympics Aerogramme: 
A pictorial aerogramme is due to be issued on the 18th of June. This is to complement 
the Olympic 96 stamps issue. Illustrated by Eliza Marchant it also bears the B.O.A. and 
B.P.A. logos. More details about this should follow. 

(ac) SPRING STAMPEX 1996 
Royal Mail London's 'ex—patriot' staff promoted a competition to raise funds for the 
Olympic teams. Two sets of four commemorative envelopes (printed by the House of 
Questa) and franked with the 25p stamp of the Burns issue were offered as prizes. Four 
Olympic athletes each autographed two covers and they were cancelled with the Spring 
Stampex handstamp on the 24th January 1996. £1 had to be donated to the fund with 
each entry. Sponsorship of the Paralympic Team in conjunction with Virgin Global 
Challenge 360 was advertised on their display at the exhibition. They are also 
commissioning Covercraft to produce other covers at a number of sporting events 
before the Games open in July. The same envelop will be used each time. Precise 
details of these are not known yet. 
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A National Consumer promotion, this 

SUGAR 

GROWN APO 
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(ad) During the same event Royal Mail promoted a crossword competition in the 
supplement issued by The Daily Telegraph on the 16th of January 1996. Copies of this 
were available at the exhibition. Prizes were trips to Atlanta and Royal Mail 1995 Year 
books. Closing date for entries was 1st of February 1996. In addition to this an Olympic 
Sponsorship Team has been formed to encourage the Regions and Districts of Royal 
Mail to organise fund raising events. Over fifty events have been run so far. 

(b) BRITISH SUGAR 
(ba) Stage 7. 

12 January 1996. A set of four "Fun family low fat recipes" on granulated and caster 
sugar bags. 
Granulated: - 
1. 

 
Frozen toffee yoghurt with muesli. 

2. Sticky vegetable kebabs. 

Stage 8. 

Caster:— 
3. Chocolate pancakes with bananas 
4. Spiced fruit parcels. 

was first seen in supermarkets on the 11 of March. 
It is an 'instant win NPN' (no purchase necessary) 
promotion. 10 family trips to the 1996 Atlanta 
Games are offered as first prizes. These include 
the usual air fares, accommodation, transport and 
tickets to Olympic events. There are also 20 
Panasonic microwaves to be won. The promotion 
closes on the 30th June. To date this promotion 
has only been seen on granulated sugar bags. 
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1 metre square sheets of paper were used as separators every two layers of 1 kg. sugar 
bags on the pallets of 1050 bags. This displayed the Silver Spoon and new B.O.A. 
logos. Seen only once in one supermarket. 
Further stages in the British Sugar plc programme of sponsorship will include 'Olympic 
Recipes' in May, 'Healthy Summer Recipes' in June and 'Olympic Goodwill Message' in 
July. 

(bb) Trident Feeds. The Animal Feeds Division of British Sugar plc. The plastic 25kg 
bags of premium pellets display the divisional logo and the old B.O.A. logo. The text 
Official sponsors of the British Olympic Team'. Printed in blue and red on a white 
background. 

(c) TIE RACK LTD. 

This company is a supplier. Their Olympic 
project began in January. A 70mm diamond 
shaped 'swing label' showing the new B.O.A. 
logo is attached to their products. 
Text on the reverse reads 'Tie Rack is the 
Official Neckwear Supplier to the Great Britain 
Olympic Team participating in the 1996 
Olympic Games to be held in Atlanta. 'It is also 
states that a percentage of the sale will be 
donated to the Team. 

  

(f) MIDLAND BANK 

A leaflet 'Meeting the Olympic Challenge' has been issued by the Bank to publicise its 
fund raising activities. The bank and B.O.A. logos are shown. 
The Autumn 1995 issue of the leaflet Your Money gives details of the Bank's 
fund raising activities and a competition offering a six day trip to Atlanta during the 1996 
Games. The competition is open to account holders only. The answers to three simple 
questions had to be submitted by Tuesday 16th January 1996. All correct entries were 
put into a draw and the first one pulled out on the following Tuesday was declared the 
winner. This sponsor has been actively involved in fund raising since the middle of 1995 
and aims to raise £4 million to aid the B.O.A. Nationally, regionally and locally they have 
already organised more than one thousand events. 

(i) KELLOGGS'S SUSTAIN 

This product is also 
advertised on Kelloggs 
Cornflakes packets. 
The panel shows both 
the new B.O.A. and 
Australian Institute of 
Sport logos. The trial 
pack of 200gms. offers 
a £5 voucher in 
co—operation with 
lntersport. 

Sustain    FREE ON SPECIAL 
	 5009  SUSTAIN  PACKS 

£5 eo I 11 0 VOUCHER 
REDEEMABLE AGAINST PURCHASES OF £30 OR OVER 

VALID UNTIL 31ST MARCH 1997 
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CONSUMER 
OFFER 

OLYMPIAN 
PHOTO FINISH 

 

CLAIM AN 
EXCLUSIVE 

 

.110;000 

.114S TANT LV 

BRITISH OLYMPIC 

T-SHIRT 

FRUIT & NUT 

■11111■1/ 

TV ADVERTISED 

WITH EACH PACK 	NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY. 
Of SIR CLOSES 30.11.96. 

	  SEE WRAPS FOR DETAILS. 

FOR JUST £3.99 

(k) CADBURY'S Advertised on TV on the 6th March. 

"Olympic Photo Finish" instant win, no purchase necessary type draw using their 
products in the low price range. On the inside of the wrappers is a figure recording 
one of the times of Linford Christie's various performances. 9.96 seconds is the winner 
with runner up prizes awarded for 9.97 seconds. 50 £10,000 prizes for winners; 100.000 
T—shirts for runners up. The T—shirts are also on offer by sending in five wrappers and 
cash. Counter display material is being used. Promotion is extended over eleven 
products using ten different performance times. 

Product 9.87 9.91 9.92 9.96 9.97 10.00110.04 10.05 10.14 10.15 

Dairy Milk 	49g. bar 
200g. bar 

x x 
x 

x I ' x 

Whole Nut 	49g. bar 
200g. bar x 

x x x 
x , 	x 

Fruit & Nut 	49g. bar 
200g. bar 

x 
x x 

x 

Crunchie x x x x x x 	. x 
Wispa x x x x ; x 
Picnic x x x , x 
Caramel x x x x 
Boost x x x x 
Flake x x 
Time Out x x x x x x 
Double Decker x x x x x x 	• x 

Wrappers that have been found are marked 'x . The wrapping process at Cadbury's 
plant uses a continuous reel of film, with the times and text printed on the reverse, it is 
therefore probable that all products exist with all times (except 9.96 seconds, which will 
possibly be specially wrapped and 'introduced' into a carton before despatch). 
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'1896 Athens 1996' Chairmans Message: 

Franceska Rapkin 

1896 Athens 1996 is over and whatever problems there were are more than over-
shadowed by the kindness, friendliness and generous hospitality of our hosts. 
Although I wrote to both Michalis Tsironis and Giogios Doliantis on my return from 
Greece, I would like to take this opportunity to thank them publicly for inviting me to 
participate in the celebrations to mark the centenary of the Modem Olympic Games. 

Here I would like to address another matter that left a less happy impression, and was 
beyond the scope of the Organising Committee. 

Their only involvement in the FIPO meeting was to supply a venue; which they did. In the 
"official" programme, it was announced that there would be a meeting of the members of 
FIPO from 10.00 until 20.00 hours on Saturday 6 April. I mark "officially" in quotation 
marks because throughout the course of the exhibition officially given times were not 
always adhered to, I took it for granted that the FIPO meeting would not last all day. I did 
expect that it would last a couple of hours. Instead it was called at the last minute for 
11.00am and was over before 11.45, when President Samaranch arrived, spoke a few 
words, shook hands with each of the delegates and left with his entourage. Several of 
us assumed that the meeting would continue after his departure, it did not. 

Apart from opening addresses by Georgios Dolianitis (Greece) and Maurizio Tecardi 
(Italy and Secretary of FIPO) in French, and translations into English by Manfred 
Bergman (Switzerland and Curator of the IOC philatelic collection) each delegate had 
the opportunity to give his name and position in the national federation and that was it. 

What a waste of a marvellous opportunity! FIPO members from as far away as Thailand 
and the United States were present. The chance to exchange news, view and ideas as 
a united group and to make plans for the future was missed. It is doubtful that such a 
meeting will take place in Atlanta. The ACOG have made it clear that they will only 
pay the expenses of the commissioners, if they have sufficient exhibits to qualify, for the 
days of mounting and dismounting the exhibition. The jurors too will only be at 
Olymphilex for the days of judging, unless they are prepared to pay the exorbitant 
prices being asked, to extend their visit. 

Unfortunately I was unable to be at either of the two Olympic fairs held in Lausanne in 
1994 and 1995, but I would doubt that the number of FIPO members was as great as in 
Athens, particularly since FIPO changed its terms of reference a couple of years ago 
and no longer accepts individual members. 

Delegates were there from almost all the newly created nations, Armenia, Estonia, 
Croatia, Slovakia and the Czech Republic to name just a few. These nations are only 
just coming into the Olympic philatelic family, though many of them have a long and 
proud history as members of their former nations. 

Many of those present are also members of SOC, I would be interested to hear from 
you what you thought of the FIPO meeting. Perhaps if we could all speak with one 
voice, we could avoid having a wasted meeting the next time we get together and 
instead work together for our communal good. 
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THE TORCH IS ON IT'S WAY 

Thomas Lippert 

A report from the lighting of the Olympic flame in Olympia and the centennial 
celebrations in Athens, Greece. 

The International Exhibition 'ATHENS 1896 — 1996'. 

The Greek National Day of 25th  March (according to the Julian calendar, used in Greece 
until the 1920's), was also the date of the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games in 
1896, and the first day of issue of the first Olympic commemorative stamps. According 
to the Gregorian calendar already in use in other countries of Western Europe at that 
time the date was the 6th  April. The staging of the Exhibition from the 251  March until the 
6th  April, presents a symbolic "bridging" of these historic differences. 

A further connection to the 1896 Games was provided by the venue. In the 19th  century. 
Evangelos Zappas, a national benefactor of the time, was responsible for the building of 
the famous Zappeion Hall. He was also a member of the group striving to re—establish 
the Olympic Games, leading to the formation of the "Committee for Olympia" in 1858 by 
Royal decree, and the Zappa's Olympiads (1859, 1870, 1875, 1888-1889). 

In 1896 the Zappeion Hall was the competition site for the Olympic fencing events, and 
it was used as forerunner of Olympic Village during the intermediate Olympic Games in 
1906 — thus it was one of the three venues to use a special cancellation at that time. 

Numerous copies of this postmark 
were shown at the exhibition. 

The exhibition contained high quality material. Entry was not restricted to FIP 
qualifications, with a promotional class available allowing an opportunity to see exhibits 
that are currently under development. The display area of 1250 m2  was well suited to the 
120 collections on display, from 26 countries. 

The Grand Prix and a Large Gold Medal was awarded to Ossi Virtanen from Finland. On 
first appearance, the title "The Olympic movement 1894 — 1955" may seem surprising 
as it suggests a lack of specialization, but after looking at and admiring the excellent 
pieces from the complete span of the Olympic years studied, there can be no doubt that 
the award is fully justified and deserved. Congratulations to our SOC member in 
Finland. Dieter Germann from Germany was awarded the second Gold Medal and a 
special prize for his collection "Olympic Games in Germany". 

Remarkable items were displayed in the Court of Honour, especially from the 1896 -
1906 period. 
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Many non—philatelic documents relating to the Olympic Games of 1896 and 1906 were 
also displayed, together with philatelic studies of individual Olympic Games, sporting 
disciplines, regional sports and the sporting history of a number of nations. 

The superbly produced catalogue of the exhibition with studies of the 1896 and 1906 
Olympic issues deserves a special mention, and collectors of these classical issues are 
advised to seek out a copy for their book shelf. 

A multimedia show, Body and Mind in the neighbouring room attracted non—collectors 
to the Zappeion Hall. 

What souvenirs were provided for the philatelic visitors? 

The Hellenic Postal Authorities commemorated the exhibition and the centennial in three 
ways; — 

Firstly, an issue of commemorative 
stamps reproducing the twelve de-
signs of the 1896 Greek Olympic 
issue (stamps on stamps), which 
were of course the first commem-
orative stamps on a sporting theme. 
These were issued as a series of three 
miniature sheets, each containing 
four designs with face values of: -  
80 Dr., 120 Dr., 150 Dr., and 650 Dr., 
in each sheet, producing individual 
sheet values of 1000 Dr. 

Surprisingly this final high value, was 
not introduced purely to generate 
income from philatelists, as will be 
demonstrated later. The three sheets 
were sold in a presentation folder at 
3000 Dr. The total quantity of packs 
produced was only 250,000, from 
which 50,000 were taken for the 
production of official First Day Covers. 
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Secondly, FRAMA labels were available to the Olympic collector. Special labels are 
produced a number of times each year for philatelic events in Greece, and finally the 
Olympic collectors have been provided with their label, with a special design to 
commemorate the centennial of the Olympic Games. The labels were available from 
three machines in the Zappeion Hall. Two were coin operated by the purchaser, whilst 
the third was a counter printer for the production of quantities of a single value, operated 
by a member of the postal staff. 

During the period of the exhibition, at least two different papers were used (white, and 
a darker shade). Impressions from the three machines can be easily identified by 
reference to the following points: 	 (2) 

Machine number one two three 

Operated by client 
coins 

client 
coins 

staff 
- - - - 

Design features Break to 
left frame; 
patch by 
Greek 'D' 

- - - - - - - - 

Distance, right 
frame to edge. 

4mm 3.5mm 4mm 

40 	'hs -2-oz,,.. 

R4=10 1 2 04 

I  '4:114imAx-e71  
l x 

(1) = Constant 
	

(2) = random 
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Occasionally red—inked blotches appear at different positions on the labels, but these 
cannot be considered as constant varieties, because they occurred on restarting the 
machine if it had been rested for a period. 
Filling of the machines with paper was carried out by a postal clerk, and the the more 
common paper during the exhibition was the white shade, although I am aware of usage 
of the darker shade from all three machines. For the specialist, all FRAMA machines that 
I visited in Athens and Piraeus during my stay contained the darker paper. The fulfilling 
of philatelic orders after the exhibition may reverse the relative scarcity of the paper 
types — labels vended at the exhibition on darker paper are certainly scarcer than those 
on white paper. 

The value of label could be freely selected, although the advance notice from the 
Hellenic Postal Authorities defined a set of five values; 80, 120, 150, 350 and 400 Dr. 

One established problem with these original style FRAMA labels is still evident — the 
clarity of the printing. Can anyone read the 1896 — 1996 inscription ? 

Thirdly, special cancellations were available for every day of the exhibition. Each day 
was allocated Olympic significance. most days were used to commemorate the Olympic 
champions of a nation that participated at the 1896 Olympic Games. 

The following handstamps were used at the special post office in the Zappeion Hall. 

25.03.96 Opening Day. 1.04.96 British Winners. 
26.03.96 D. Vikelas Day. 2.04.96 Austrian Winners. 
27.03.96 P. de Coubertin Day. 3.04.96 Hungarian Winners. 
28.03.96 U S A Winners. 4.04.96 Australian Winners. 
29.03.96 Greek Winners. 5.04.96 Danish Winners. 
30.03.96 German Winners. 6.04.96 Swiss Winners. 
31.03.96 French Winners. 6.04.96 Olympic Torch Relay. 



Frenchman Michel Breal, 
who proposed the 
inclusion of the marathon 
race in 1896, and Spyros 
Louis who became it's 
first winner (and a Greek 
national hero!), were also 
honoured by a special 
postmark on March 296. 
Where ? 
—In Marathon of course. 

The exhibition was a great success. The exhibitors and visitors owe special thanks to 
Georgios Dolianitis for his outstanding contribution to this success. He proved to be a 
most helpful and generous host. 

The lighting of the Olympic flame. 

A special charter flight for exhibitors and jurors, from Athens to a military airport near 
Olympia formed part of the extremely generous package provided by our Greek hosts. 

There could be no doubt of the importance attached to the visit of the exhibitors, only 
two planes were provided with security guards at the airfield at Atravidas — Hilary 
Clinton was the passenger on the other one! 

On arrival at Olympia, there was not enough time to visit the local post office. On the 
way to the ancient site I kept my eyes open for a mobile post office, as I had received a 
specific request to mail registered covers from both the mobile and regular offices. 
[guilty! Ed.) I found the office as directed, but it was closed. This was probably a 
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blessing, I would have been torn between missing a special cancellation and cover, or 
staying with the group — I really don't know which way the decision would have gone. 

Surely all of those attending will always remember the ceremony in Ancient 
Olympia! Thousands of people gathered for the ceremony but were excluded from the 
actual lighting due to the lack of suitable vantage points, at the sacred site. Apollo 
answered the call of the 'priestess' and provided the rays of the sun to kindle the flame. 
(The previous day at a rehearsal, the sun failed to appear, and a lighter assisted). 
Costas Koukodimos, a Greek long—jumper (sixth place during the world championships 
in Gothenburg, Sweden) held the torch to the bowl containing the Olympic flame, and 
became the first runner of the relay. 

On the way to lunch with a short speech from the mayor of Olympia, there was an 
opportunity for a quick sprint to the post office. It was well manned, and open until 
2 pm. Time to mail some items to receive the beautiful Olympia Torch Relay cancel. The 
Olympic miniature sheets were also available. Some collectors had still not learned an 
important lesson, in Greece special postmarks are usually only applied to items franked 
with a minimum of 80 Dr. This caused some irritation as delays occurred, both at 
Olympia and at the Zappeion Hall. Fortunately perhaps, the rule was not always rigidly 
applied, and covers were duly processed. 

The registered letter mailed from the post office at Ancient Olympia on the 30th  March, 
shortly after witnessing the lighting of the Olympic flame, and the beginning of the Torch 
Relay destined for Atlanta. 
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The Torch Relay through Greece travelled from 
Olympia via Kalamanta, Tegea, Korinth, Patras, 
Delphi, Vergina and Thessalonika to Athens. A 
short visit to Korinth, to see the Isthmus, and 
obtain the Torch Relay cancel failed to provide 
another sighting of the flame, as it did not arrive 
until the early evening. 

My next encounter with the flame took place on the 6th  April in the Stadium at Athens, 
site of the 1896 athletic events. Here a real celebration took place, with sportsmen from 
those countries represented in 1896 taking part in disciplines included on the 
programme of the first games, attired in period 'dress'. To spectators, the results were 
not the sole concern because of the very cold weather. The competitions concluded 
with the presentation of medals, (silver for each victor, bronze for second), and laurel 
wreaths by the Greek Premier and the President of the International Olympic Committee. 
The victors had just completed their lap of honour when the Torch Relay arrived. 
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To symbolize the international nature of the Torch Relay, and in celebration of the 
Centennial of the Olympic Games, flames were lit from the torch for all previous Olympic 
host cities, and handed to either the mayors or National Olympic Committee 
representatives of each city or nation. In Germany the flame arrived in Berlin on 15t6  
April, and Munich on 19th  April. Both events were marked by special cancellations. It will 
be interesting to see if other Olympic cities provide items for our collections in this way. 

The original flame was held in Greece for three weeks, then carried from Athens to Los 
Angeles by Delta Airlines, a main sponsor on April 27th. 

Cover illustrating correct franking of 650 Dr. paid by a single FRAMA label. 

Usage of stamps taken from the miniature sheets: 

The use of single values from the miniature sheets will be of interest to philatelists, and 
potentially scarce — from the available 200,000 examples, many will be kept in their 
commemorative folder, few will be separated for postal use because of the difficulty in 
establishing a correct usage for the 650 Dr. value. 

The following examples offer correct postal rates: 

80 Drachmas, first step letter rate for mail within Greece. 
120 Drachmas, first step letter rate for mail within Europe. 
150 Drachmas, first step airmail rate for mail outside Europe. 
650 Drachmas, 50 gram rate within Europe (200 Dr.) + Value declared registration 

(400 Dr.) + 10,000 Drachma declared value at a cost of 5 Dr. per 1000 Dr. (50 Dr.) 
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Norwegian 'Tommy Moe Promotional Phonecards" 

Kai— Egil Evjen 

In December '94, T&T Sport AS 
issued a promotional phonecard. 
The card was issued as a pro-
motional card for Norwegian 
sweaters to be sold in the USA! 

The card was produced by 
Schlumbergere in France using a 
silver SI-7 chip with 10 "telleskritr 
(credits), for use on the Norwegian 
TELENOR telephone system. 

Only 2000 examples were issued, 
1000 for free distribution in the USA, 
and 1000 were sold from TELENOR 
Samlerservice. 

The illustration on the face of the 
card shows Tommy Moe on the 
Kvitfjell downhill piste, with the text: 

Lillehammer 1994 / Tommy Moe, / 
An American with / Norwegian 
Heritage / Olympic Gold Medal — Downhill / Olympic Silver Medal — Super G. 

The imprint on the back reads: P-1 12/94 2.000 (Promotional card No. 1, issued in 
December 1994, with 2,000 examples). 
The text under the picture of Tommy Moe dressed in a Norwegian sweater, quotes the 
telephone and fax numbers for Norwegian Designs, both in Norway and the USA. 
The 'stripe' on the illustrations is due to the copy being shown through the original 
packaging. 

Kai —Egil Evjen, would like to hear from any members who have copies of this 
card, particularly how it was obtained. — Box 25, N-9951 Vardoe, Norway. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

STOP PRESS — TIE RACK METER 

Just as the copy was finally prepared, John Miller rang to announce that the BOA logo is 
finally available on a meter! Tie Rack (see sponsor's article), are now using the meter 
illustrated above. 
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ATLANTA UPDATE 

Unfortunately the wrangling between USPO and ACOG, which has now been resolved 
(with limited success on the part of USPO), had prevented the development of a 
philatelic programme. In consequence, the items now being produced, are 'rushed' and 
do not appear in published publicity material. 

The USPO Agents in the United Kingdom, have only the scantest of detail: 

" May — Centenary Olympic Games, 20 values". 
" July — Olympic Games, miniature sheet". 

Thanks to our fellow FIPO member society in Italy, the sheetlet of 20 values is illustrated 
below. (Apologies for the quality of the illustration, it is at least a fourth generation copy). 
The full width 'label' showing the Atlanta skyline looks very attractive. 
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SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS 
CONSTITUTION  

1. Name The Society shall be known as the Society of Olympic Collectors, 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Society"). 

2. Aim 

	

	The aims of the Society shall be the advancement of Olympic philately, 
and to assist collectors of Olympic philatelic and related material in 
their greater enjoyment of this hobby. 

3. Committee  
a. A Management Committee, 	(Hereinafter described as "the 

Committee") shall manage the affairs of the Society on behalf of the 
members, and shall consist of the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and up to seven other members. Fifty percent, plus one, shall form 
a quorum. All members of the Committee shall be eligible to form a 
quorum. 

b. All Officers and Committee members shall be honorary. 

c. The Committee shall administer the affairs of the Society and 
control all properties of the Society. 

d. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt. 

e. The Committee is empowered to appoint Sub-Committees. 

f. The Committee shall authorise such services and activities as it 
considers in keeping with the aims of the Society and shall appoint 
Managers to organise these. These Managers shall be responsible 
to the Committee. 

g. Committee meetings shall be held when necessary; not less than 
twice a year, on the authority of the Chairman or at the written 
request of any three Committee members. 

h. The Committee is empowered to act in any matter on the further-
ance of the aims of the Society, and not covered by the 
Constitution. 

I. A full report of the Society's activities shall be submitted by the 
Committee to members, and shall be included as part of the 
Agenda for the Annual General Meeting. 

j. The Committee shall elect and invite a President, to serve a term of 
four years. 



4. Election of the Committee 

a. An election shall be held every two years to elect members of the 
Committee. Fifty percent of the Committee shall stand down or offer 
themselves for re-election. No Committee member may stand for a 
term exceeding four years without re-election. 

b. Nomination papers shall be sent out to all members at least three 
months before the Annual General Meeting for completion with the 
names and addresses of nominees and signature of the proposer 
to reach the Secretary not later than six weeks before the Annual 
General Meeting. 

c. Ballot papers shall be sent to all members not less than four weeks 
before the Annual General Meeting, and shall be returned to the 
Secretary not less than one week prior to the Annual General 
Meeting. The Committee shall appoint a Returning Officer to count 
the votes and advise the result to the Secretary. 

d. In the event of a Committee member resigning during his term of 
office, the Committee may appoint a replacement to serve until the 
next election. 

5. Membership 

a. Application for membership to the Society shall be made to the 
Secretary on the appropriate form. The Committee reserve the right 
to refuse membership without giving reason. In the event of 
application being rejected, all monies paid in respect of 
membership shall be refunded. 

b. Any member may resign by giving one month's notice of their 
intention to the Secretary, but shall remain liable for any unpaid 
subscriptions or other dues owing to the Society at the time of 
resignation. 

c. If, in the opinion of the Committee, the conduct of a member is 
detrimental to the character or interests of the Society, he shall be 
requested to resign, failing which, he shall be expelled. Appeal 
against such expulsion may be made at the next Annual General 
Meeting, at which a majority vote of the members present shall be 
necessary to confirm or reject the Committee's action. 

d. Junior members (under 18 years of age) must have their 
application for membership countersigned by a parent or guardian. 
Acceptance of membership is conditional upon receipt of a suitable 
certificate of indemnification signed by parent or guardian 



accepting responsibility for any debts which may be incurred by the 
junior member. 

6. Finance 

a. All monies held on behalf of the Society shall be held in bank 
accounts in the name of the Society. The number and location of 
such accounts shall be decided by the Committee. Members 
holding money on behalf of the Society shall maintain accounts in 
in the manner required by the Treasurer. 

b. The Society's financial year shall be from the 1st February to 31st 
January, and an Auditor shall be appointed by the Committee to 
audit accounts. A copy of the audited accounts shall be supplied to 
all members. 

c. The annual Subscription payable on 1st January of each year shall 
be assessed by the Committee and any change notified to the 
members not less than one month before the Annual General 
Meeting, and included on the Agenda when it shall be submitted to 
a vote. 

d. If subscriptions are not paid by 31st March in the year which they 
are due, membership shall automatically be terminated. 

e. The Treasurer shall receive and account for subscriptions. 

f. Junior members, as defined under article 5(d). shall pay 50% of the 
annual adult subscription. 

7. Annual General Meeting  

a. An Annual General Meeting shall be held between 10 and 14 
months after the date of the last Annual General Meeting, and shall 
be open to all members. Items for inclusion on the Agenda must be 
received by the Secretary not less than eight weeks before the 
Annual General Meeting. Date and venue shall be notified to 
members at least twelve weeks in advance. 

b. The Agenda shall be circulated to members at least four weeks in 
advance of the Annual General Meeting. 

c. Every member is entitled to vote, and, if unable to attend, may do 
so by indicating his wishes in writing to the Secretary. 

8 Extraordinary General Meeting 

The Committee as it deems fit may, or upon notification signed by fifteen members 
stating their reason, must call an Extraordinary General Meeting. Members shall 



receive not less than three weeks notice of the time, date, venue and reasons for 
the meeting. 

9. Participation in Services and Activities  

a. Only paid up members shall participate in the Society's services. 

b. Those doing so must abide by the rules of those services. 

c. The Manager of any service may decide not to allow a member to 
participate or withdraw his participation if he feels that 
circumstances so warrant, after notifying an Officer of his intention. 
The member may appeal to the Committee for reinstatement. 

10. Amendments to the Constitution  

These may be made by a vote of the members at an Annual General Meeting or an 
Extraordinary General Meeting after formal proposal on the Agenda circulated in 
advance. 

11. Winding Up 

Should the Society be wound-up, the disposal of the remaining assets, after all 
liabilities have been met, shall be decided by the Committee and the members 
present at the winding-up meeting of the Society. 

May 1996. 

(iv) 



Cenrennial Olympic 
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Olympic Year Station 

January 13, 1996 
Birmingham AL 35203 
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The single stamp design to be included in 
the miniature sheet has been well publicised 
in the American philatelic press, but the 
sale price, and issue date remain a mystery. 

Much comment has been made about the 
repeticious use of the 'discus thrower' design 
for US Olympic and sporting issues, this 
particular design is almost a copy of a pre-
vious issue (15 February 1965, Centenary 
of Sokol Physical Fitness Organisation in 
the USA). The designer states that the idea 
for the design was original, and that he was 
unaware of the prior use. 

Handstamps. 

A number of handstamps have appeared in 
preparation for the Games, the earliest of 
these were careful not to mention the "0" 
word or display protected devices (early 
covers referring to the location of the 
handstamp as an Olympic venue, had the 
offending word obliterated on the cover -
two varieties exist, the first inadequately 
obliterated the text, so a second heavier 
obliteration was added, covers exist with 
eitherthe first attempt, or the first and 
second.) 

Later handstamps, after USPS and ACOG had reached agreement, make free use of the 
word Olympic and insignia. 
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1896 - 1996 

Announcing Catalog 14 
Olympic Games & Sports  

Available now for immediate mailing! 
144 pages plus illustrated supplements in full color. 

1727 numbered items includes books, programs, guides, official reports, medals, 
badges, pins, posters, graphics, etc. Also included is a very large selection of 
fencing and duelling literature in several languages; a large number of Winter 
Olympic items, and books in numerous other sports categories. 
512.00 to USA addresses, Priority mail (or) $20.00 via overnight FedEx. 
$15.00 to all other countries, 1st class Airmail (or) 529.00 via Express mail. 

HARVEY ABRAMS - BOOKS 
PO Box 732 	State College, PA., USA 16804 

Tel: (814) 237-8331 	Fax: (814) 237-8332 
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Stampex '96 — Creating an Exhibit. 

In the following text, David Buxton outlines the preparation of our exhibits covering 1956 
and 1972 for the Spring Stampex display. It should be remembered that the principle 
reason for staging the display, was to interest fellow philatelists, and attract the interest 
of visitors. The content of displays was only limited by the physical restraints of fitting 
within philatelic display frames — no rules or regulations being applicable. This offered 
the opportunity to show a diversity of material, and adopt a personal approach. Ed. 

David Buxton 

In January 1995 your Committee decided to mount an Exhibition of Olympic Philately 
and Memorabilia at the 1996 Spring Stampex in London to commemorate "One 
Hundred Years of the Modern Olympic?. It was decided at subsequent meetings (and a 
number of informal discussions), that the exhibition should cover as wide a field of 
collectibles as possible, and would not be competitive, thereby avoiding any 
arguments about the content of any individual display. As I had not previously exhibited 
any of my collection, I was unsure about how to approach this venture. With hindsight, I 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to display some items from my collection, and I 
hope that the following "diary" will encourage other members to display their material 
when they get the chance. 

In July we decided that each committee member should co—ordinate nominated 
Olympiads, and contact other members who might be persuaded to loan material. As it 
turned out, most of us had more than one Games to co—ordinate, and some shared the 
workload. I volunteered to mount Munich 1972, as did Bob Farley, so we agreed to 
work together on this exhibit, particularly as we had both been allocated other 
Olympiads. This worked out well for me as Bob had previously mounted displays and I 
could learn from his experience. Our material was also complimentary, Bob having 
philatelic material, and my own collection consisting of postcards. 

After several visits to each others homes to view each others collections we decided to 
use as our theme "A Diary. We would use one sheet for each day of the Games, with 
others concentrating on a number of medal winners from different sports on that day. In 
this way, we felt that we would be able to fill three frames, a total of 48 sheets. I started 
to consult my reference books, listing all the events and medal winners day by day, in 
the hope that we would have enough material to support this approach. We also had to 
allow for the day of mourning for the murdered Israeli Athletes, and for some 
pre—Games issues and events. We realised after a while that this approach would not 
allow the use of much of our better material, and that some days would be difficult to 
represent. The original idea of devoting equal space to each day, neither tallied with the 
'importance' of each day, or the content of our collections. A rethink was necessary! 

At our October meeting, Bob and I were invited to display Melbourne 1956 in addition to 
Munich, and we agreed to fill only two frames, as we were unsure about the scope of our 
material. It seemed logical that we should adopt a similar approach to each display 
(time was beginning to catch up with us) and we began with the idea that the front page 
of each display would feature a postcard of the Poster for the Games, and a note of the 
dates for that celebration of the Games. As the 1956 Games were shared by Stockholm 
and Melbourne. we had accounted for three sheets (only 77 to go). Stockholm would 
also need recognised and be represented in commemoration of the equestrian events. 
The frame layout (four rows of four sheets), really dictated that a multiple of four sheets 
be allocated for this purpose, and we quickly settled on four sheets — the first row. 
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The XVI'h  Olympic Summer Games were awarded to Melbourne at 
the International Olympic Committee Session held in Rome during 
1949. 
The difficulties that led to the seperation of the equestrian events did 
not breach the regulations in force at that time, but led to immediate 
legislation to prevent any re— occurence. 

()I 	1 1' I 	G \ 11 1 

MELBOURNE 
22 NOV 8 1)I :C 

1956 

Poster postcard autographed 
by Chris Brasher, gold 
medallist in the 3,000 m. 
Steeplechase. The first 'gold' 
for Great Britain in a track 
event since 1936. 
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In the meantime, Bob had located a miniature sheet from Hungary, with the Munich and 
Sapporo emblems to either side of the globe, which we paired with a postcard showing 
the pictograms of the 21 sports represented at Munich. We had changed our minds 
again about the Munich front sheet, but the first sheet was complete! 

At the beginning of December, Bob telephoned me to ask which Munich Medal Winners 
I could represent on postcards as he had just located {relocated ed.) a set of covers 
issued by the Republic of Upper Volta to commemorate Gold Medal Winners, and 
thought that many of them were also represented on my postcards. As soon as it was 
mentioned that one of the covers was of Mary Peters, I agreed that this was a brilliant 
idea. We decided that we would match a cover, a postcard and an event cancel to 
create a page. We also decided to attempt the same approach for Melbourne using the 
stamp issues of the Dominican Republic, and to meet up at Bob's house on the 27th of 
December to progress things - one sheet complete, 21 days to go! 

On the 27th, we eventually selected enough material to complete four sheets of 
Stockholm and decided on a poster card for Melbourne signed by Chris Brasher with a 
stamp from the Dominican Republic as the Melbourne front sheet - the theme of Medal 
Winners was beginning to take shape. The Melbourne display continued with the 
publicity stamps and advertising slogan postmarks representing the pre-Games 
period. The commemorative stamps, unofficial souvenir sheet (intended for sale 
attached to the Modern Masters postcard), the postcard, commemorative aerogramme 
and vignettes represented the issued philatelic material. An Official Olympic Guide 
(map), and the set of Redhead match box labels represented the wider range of 
Olympic collectibles. Venues were represented by handstamps, postcards and 
registration labels. 

The way in which items from both of our collections complimented each other became 
an important feature of our display, Bob had a copy of the Lord Mayor's invitation to the 
Games, whereas I had a copy of an invitation to a Christmas function in 1986 at the John 
Landy Olympic Room at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, which had details about John 
Landy taking the Olympic Oath. These created a sheet, which was naturally followed by 
a sheet dealing with the lighting of the Olympic flame by Ron Clarke shown on a 
postcard, a postcard of the Torch, and a commemorative handstamp. Our sheets 
showing Medal Winners on postcards paired with the stamps of the Dominican Republic 
and the relevant event cancels followed, with a concise text about each athlete. This part 
was the most exciting for me, as the blending of different items seemed to give added 
significance to each individual item, and I saw each item in a different light as I 
appreciated their individual contribution to the overall page (or display). Melbourne was 
completed with some Committee covers, Olympex, and an aerogramme that contains a 
wonderful message for the social historian {see elsewhere in this issue. Ed.) 

Our Munich exhibit had a Bond for 10 D Mark, issued in 1969, and used to create a 
philatelic souvenir. This was followed by stamps, postmarks, and postcards of the 
Olympic Park including the Tower. The stamp booklet issued by the German Postal 
Authorities, together with se-tenant combinations from the uncut booklet sheet on 
covers provided a row of philatelic interest. A number of sheets were used to show the 
Torch Relay from Greece passing through Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary and 
Austria before arrival at Munich. 

Four sheets were devoted to poster postcards of different events with a corresponding 
postmark from the venue, including demonstration events. 
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The Olympic flame. 

The Olympic flame was 
handed to Ron Clarke, the 
Australian junior mile world 
record holder. 
After a lap of the track, the 
torch was carried up the 
steps to the caulron to 
ignite the flame. 
The ceremonial torch used, 
now forms part of the 
collection of the Olympic 
Museum, Lausanne. 

78 



Facilities such as the Olympic Village, Press Centre, Broadcast Centre, Youth Camp in 
Munich and Kiel were represented by stamps, postmarks and postcards, as were the 
venues such as the swimming pool, main stadium, the venues of the preliminary soccer 
rounds, the sailing and canoeing venues. The opening ceremony was well represented 
by postcards of the Olympic Flame, the raising of the Olympic Flag, teams entering the 
stadium and the swearing of the Olympic Oath, and commemorative handstamps. 

The death of the Israeli athletes was illustrated by a cover, a postcard and vignettes on 
two sheets. 

We then came to the task of matching the covers from Upper Volta with postcards of the 
athlete (or event), event cancel, and text for the medal winner section. 

The weekend before Stampex, we met again, intending to approve our final selection as 
we had both worked on the exhibits independently since the New Year. It transpired, that 
we continued to select items, type and mount sheets for the Munich display. We found 
that we actually had a potential surplus of Medal Winner sheets, so we set aside those 
for which text was proving difficult, and concentrated in mounting the balance, adding 
relevant text from a variety of reference books. 

Late in the evening, we proudly showed the exhibit to Bob's wife Brenda, and decided to 
lay out on the floor in frames of sixteen to confirm our running order before numbering 
the pages. It was at this stage that we discovered a miscount! We were one page short! 
To avoid further reference to books (and disruption of the frame layout), we decided to 
introduce a page showing event tickets for the athletics events (I was certain they were 
still in the loft somewhere). We arranged to meet at a Service Station on the M40 about 
half—way between our homes on the Monday evening (exhibition minus 15 hours) for 
the final hand over of the displays, plus Brenda's display of the Olympic Mascots which I 
would duly deliver to London on Tuesday. (Bob had realised on Sunday evening, just as 
I was leaving, that the Mascots would be displayed in glass cabinets and would not be 
able to lean against the sides — needing individual stands, a late night session with an 
electric drill and a handsaw followed). Our wives were taken along to the hand over, for 
the ride, a cup of coffee and the added security of treasures. 

The show was a great success, I hope that all those who attended agree. We had items 
on loan from The British Olympic Association, The Olympic Museum in Lausanne, a 
Torch used for the Wembley Games in 1948 from Brent Town Hall, Ann Packer's 
Olympic Medals, and Seb Coe's running shoes and an array of other material. When we 
had all of the exhibits mounted we realised what a wonderful collection of memorabilia 
exists within the Society, and I am sure that all the exhibitors must have been as proud 
as I was to see the results of several months work. 

Bob and I decided that we could have easily filled more frames for both Melbourne and 
Munich (given time), we both purchased more items for these Games at Stampex that 
weekend. Many of the sheets that we produced could act as the front sheet for a 
specific section of an exhibit, offering obvious opportunities for expansion. 

As a result of the exhibition, there is a possibility of displays being invited to Atlanta 
(John Miller — Olympic Sponsors), and that our 1956 display may be used by the 
Olympic Museum in Lausanne. 
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Gymnastics. 

A silver medal in the 
Team Combined 
Exercises completed 
his medal tally. 

He 	is 	shown 
executing a swallow 
dive off the horse. 

Takashi Ono of Japan was the overall 
silver medallist in gymnastics at the XVI 
Olympic Games. 

Ono also won a gold medal in the 
Horizontal Bar, a bronze medal in the 
Parallel Bars, and a silver medal in the 
Pommel Horse. 



AROUND THE WORLD - NEW ISSUES 

Norway 	Press Release dated 7.03.1996. 

In 1996 it is a hundred years since the first Olympic Games of modern times were held 
in Athens. Norway Post invited children of different ages to draw stamp subjects for a 
Norwegian commemorative issue. About thirteen thousand entries were evaluated by a 
special jury and the two young winners will see their works of art reproduced on stamps 
on 18 April. 

Frimerkeposten, the excellent bulletin of Norway Post Stamp Bureau, issue 1-1996, 
also includes a two page article on this issue. Details are given of the young designers. 

Hakon Haug Paulsen, a ten year old pupil at Austratt school in Sandnes, was 
responsible for the design of the NOK 3.50 stamp showing a triumphant cross-country 
skiier. 

Emil Andreas Bremnes Tanem another ten year old from Jakobsli in Trondelag 
submitted the sprinter selected for the NOK 5.50 stamp. 

The following extracts are taken from Frimerkeposten;-" The International Olympic 
Committee decided that it would also be appropriate to commemorate the centenary on 
stamps, but in a very special way. It wanted the stamps to be designed by children." 
" Ten national postal administrations decided to take part." 

It would seem that a series of ten issues that have a special 'official' status will appear 
during the course of 1996. offering the opportunity of forming an interesting section 
within a collection of the Centenary Games. Can anyone identify the other nine postal 
administrations? 
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Switzerland 

On 14th  May 1996, A single SF 1.80 commemorative stamp will be placed on general 
release for the Olympic Centenary. 

Focus on stamps, the journal of the Swiss Postal Service states: 'Arnold Wittmer from 
Gunzwil has skilfully linked the five Olympic rings with the figure 96 to produce an 
interesting stamp that combines green for summer and white for winter." 

The stamp will be offset printed by the Swiss Postal Service Stamp Printers, Berne, in 
sheets of 50. 

France 

The Centenary Games will be commemorated 
by a single FF 3,00 stamp, with philatelic 
release on Saturday 15th  June. General release 
will take place on Monday 17th  June. 

  

The First Day Postmark, and philatelic release will take place in Life not Paris — this is 
presumably to lend support to the aspirations of Lille as the 2004 host city. 

82 



100 JAHRE OLYTAPISCHE SPIELE- 
1896 - 1996 

SPYRIDON 
LOUIS 

frAARAD9016 
OLYMPIASIEGER 
ATHEN 1196 

IRTERNATIOIALE MOTIYOROPPLI 
	OUNPIADEN III SPORT 

DEUTSCHE 
SUNDESPOST 

0080 

C 47M876C 

Germany 

From IMOS we have news of Olympic cancellations to be used this year, together with 
their own superbly illustrated meter. 

(The collector is certainly well catered for in Germany). 
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The First Decade of The Modern Olympics on Postcards 

David Buxton 

A new series of postcards have been released to commemorate the Centenary of the , 
Modem Olympics. The set of 12 cards cover the first decade. 1896 — 1906 and subjects 
include portraits, scenes from the Games and a Poster card. This excellent series has 
been produced by Popperfoto from their own library of thousands of photographs of the 
Modem Olympic Games. The cards are available from Popperfoto, The Old Mill, 
Overstone Farm, Overstone, Northampton. NN6 OAB and cost £7.00 per set including 
V.A.T. and postage within the U.K. or £7.50 to include overseas postage. Some of the 
cards are illustrated. As a keen postcard collector I am hoping that this will be the first 
of a regular series that will eventually bring us up to the present Games. 

The full set contains the following cards :- 

1896 French Cyclist Paul Masson; 
1896 Marathon Day at the Stadium; 
1896 Marathon Winner Spyridon Louis; 
1896 Gold Medalists Edwin Flack (Australia — Athletics), Launceston Elliot (Great 

Britain — Weightlifting) and Thomas Burke (USA — Athletics); 
1900 Team Photograph, 55 Athletes of the unofficial USA team; 
1900 Leon de Lunden (Belgium) Winner Live Pigeon Shooting; 
1904 Official Souvenir Poster; 
1904 Raymond Ewry (USA) Gold medalist in the Standing High Jump; 
1906 Martin Sheridan (USA) Gold Medal Discus; 
1906 Nicolaos Georgantas (Greece) Gold Medal Stone Throw; 
1906 Georgios Aliprantis (Greece) Gold Medal Rope Climb; 
1906 Raymond Ewry (USA) Winning the Gold Medal in the Standing High Jump. 
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Now that the Games have passed the centenary date of their first celebration, a new 
opportunity will occur almost every four years — the chance to create souvenirs marking 
the centenary of relevant Olympic events. Modem postcards representing events or 
athletes from the 1896 Games in Athens. are obvious candidates for use with related 
postmarks dated 100 years after the event that they depict. 

The postcard illustrated has been cancelled on the 29th  March 1996, with the 
commemorative handstamps of Athens or Marathon. Another potential use for the 
Spyridon Louis card would be at Atlanta on the date of the marathon during the 
celebration of the Centenary Games. 

The card showing the Stadium on marathon day is another obvious candidate for the 
Athens cancellation of 29th  March 1996. 

The cards showing athletes are all candidates for cancellation on the centenary date of 
the events in which the depicted athletes participated. It will be interesting to monitor 
how many such souvenirs have been, or will be produced. 
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News from Australia.... 

The following items have been compiled from information provided by Robert Budge, 
with additional information from other sources. 

15 Days in '56 (The First Australian Olympics). 

This book takes the reader through what many described and believed were the most 
memorable and thrilling 15 days in Australian sporting history. The author, Bruce 
Howard, shares the experiences he experienced as a young press photographer covering 
the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne. 

The use of one hundred and fifty black and white photographs, many never published 
before, together with interviews with torch bearers, competitors and their families, officials, 
commentators and spectators, recreate the excitement, the sheer joy and tensions of a 
sport loving nation. 

aRUGE HOWARD 

The book also covers the stories behind the Games, from Ron Clarke lighting the Olympic 
flame to the achievements of Australia's Olympic heroes and heroines such as Betty 
Cuthbert, Dawn Fraser, Shirley Strickland, John Landy and Murray Rose. 

This book is essential for anyone who has a serious interest in the 1956 Olympic Games 
held in Melbourne. 
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Telstra is also a sponsor of The Australian 
Olympic Team for Atlanta in 1996. 
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'Olympiad' (The Game). 

Paul Brennan came up with an idea for a board game and now has it on sale in Australia, 
with the approval of the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC) the game is called 
'Olympiad' (The Game of Champions). 

Mr Brennan borrowed some books about the Olympics from a library , having seen a gap in 
the market for a board game based on the Olympics, as he said: "Everybody likes the 
Olympic Games." 

The board game is 
devised in a ques-
tion and answer 
format, in which the 
player wins their 
own gold. silver and 
bronze medals. The 
game covers both 
the Summer and 
Winter Olympic 
Games. The format 
also allows for the 
players to introduce 
their own questions. 

Telecom Swimming Phonecards. 

Telecom (now TELSTRA), have released two phonecards commemorating it's role as 
principal sponsor of The Australian Swimming Team, and the Telstra Dolphins. 

The values of the phonecards are A$10 and A$20, which are illustrated. 
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Austral i a's Olym p ic Heritage Series (Issue 2). 

The Royal Australian Mint has released the second set of two coins in this series, this issue 
of coins is called The Living Legends". 

The coins issued commemorate the achievements of Olympic swimming greats Dawn 
Fraser and Murray Rose. 

These two coins are struck in .999 fine silver with a mintage of only 30,000. 

The final two coins in this series to be issued during 1996 will be called "Australia's 
Greatest Olympics — 1956". 

Australia Post Slogan Cancellation. 

Australia Post is an Official Sponsor of The Australian Olympic Team for Atlanta in 1996. 

It is using a slogan cancellation to commemorate it's role as 'Part of the Olympic Team'. 

Copies have been seen from the following mail centres, but all letters to Australia Post 
about the usage of the cancel have gone unanswered. 

-- Victoria 3072 
North West Subs / NSW 
Perth Mail Exchange / WA 
Western MO / Vic 3012 
Eastern Suburbs MO / NSW 2004 

Please report other offices 
of use to enable updates 
in future issues! 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1995 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Society of Olympic Collectors 

Held on Saturday 1st July 1995 at 4.00 pm in the Victory Services Club, 63/79 Seymour 
Street, London. 

Mrs. Rapkin opened the meeting at 4.00 pm welcoming members to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Present:  

Mrs F Rapkin (Chairman) 
	

Mr R Farley (Vice—Chairman) 
Mrs E Miller (Secretary) 
	

Mr D Buxton (Treasurer / Advertising) 
Mr J Crowther (Auction Manager) 

	
Mr K Cook (Librarian) 

Mr J Miller (Distributor) 
	

Mr C Faers (Packet Manager) 
1 member of the Society. 

Apologies for Absence:  

Mr R Wilcock, C Earl, J Osborne, V Hale, J Crowther (attending to SOC table). 

Approve and sign the minutes of the last meeting  

Minutes of the meeting on 2 July 1994 were approved and signed, proposed D Buxton, 
Seconded Bob Farley. 

Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

Treasurers/ Advertising Manager's Report 

The Balance sheet was presented. This showed a profit was made during the year, 
mainly due to proceeds from the auction. Administrative expenses are less than last 
year. Subscriptions were similar to last year and there is a credit balance which 
indicates there is no need to increase subscriptions for next year. 
Advertising, there has been little change during the past twelve months. Two 
advertisers subscribed for the whole year. the majority subscribe for only one issue. I 
would like to thank the Committee for giving me details of potential advertisers and will 
be pleased to receive further information. 

Chairman's Report  

I don't know if it is a sign of age, but the Annual General meeting seems to come 
around faster each year, rather like Christmas! I no longer remember whether it was at 
the Annual General Meeting last year, or at the Committee meeting directly afterwards 
that I announced that I would be standing down as your Chairman in 1996. If I did not 
make an official announcement last year, then I do so today. By 1996 I will have 
occupied the hot seat for twelve years, and in my opinion, that is far too long! It is time 
to bring in new blood. You know what they say about a new broom! 

The strength and dedication of the members of your Committee have meant that my 
task as Chairman has been considerably eased during my term of office, never more so 
than in the last twelve months when for personal reasons it has sometimes been 
difficult for me to dedicate the amount of time to the task that I would have liked. 
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Now that the Summer and Winter Games have been separated, every other year will be 
a year of Olympic interest. With an Olympic Fair planned in Lausanne in the intervening 
years, each year will have something of sporting and Olympic interest. Next year we will 
be staging our own Olympic exhibition as a part of Spring Stampex, and I would ure you 
all to make every effort to visit the show which, apart from the philatelic exhibits, will 
have artefacts on display from both the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, the British 
Olympic Association and the British Library. A veritable feast for the Olympic enthusiast. 
Your Committee also Your Committee also has a number of surprises in store, and I am 

sure that it will be a memorable exhibition. 

I would like to welcome Alan Sabey to the Committee. Alan will be a familiar name to 
many members, for he provided the Auction News in Torch Bearer for many years. Alan 
has taken over as our PRO in place of Andy Potter, who has had to resign due to his 
business commitments. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Andy for his 
efforts on our behalf. Finally, I would like to thank all the members of the Committee, 
both past and present, for the help and support that they have given me during my time 
as your Chairman. Without their dedication and enthusiasm, my task would have been 
considerably harder. 

Editor's Report  

As requested by members, Torch Bearer is now identified by the Volume and issue 
number on the front cover, together with a "bar mark" around the spine and a summary 
of "application for membership" details is now included in each issue. Regular 
contributors are a great help, my thanks to all who contributed in the past year. Further 
Albertville supplements are being prepared and information on Lillehammer may be 
incorporated into Torch Bearer. The publication covering the Winter Games 1948 to 
1960 may also provide items for Torch Bearer. 
The Postmark listing from IMOS will be a regular feature. Some anonymous statistics 
about the membership may be used. Small ads could be used as a prize to encourage 
prompt subscription payments. Reproduction of illustrations will be improved by using 
scanning methods but costings of this need further consideration. 

Secretary's Report  

There have been a number of enquiries for membership. There are 228 paid up 
members, this may increase due to the enquiries still in hand. 
Society representatives have attended two events in the past twelve months. Lausanne 
in October 1994 and Midpex in June this year. The Lausanne event was attended by 
members from America, Canada, Czechoslovakia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland and 
the UK. 
The Society Committee held their October meeting in the Barcelona Room of the 
Olympic Museum in Lausanne by kind permission of Dr Manfred Bergman. 
The Midpex event was held in the Midlands Sports Centre for the Disabled, Coventry. 
I would like to thank Dick Frost for an interesting display of Olympic and sport philatelic 
material from his extensive collection. 

Auction Manager's Report  

The Auction Manager apologised for the delay in answering some members letters. This 
was due to over commitment and in future he intends to restrict auctions to a maximum 
of 500 lots. February 1995 auction contained 670 lots and although this produced 
record sales figures, it was extremely time consuming. An amount of £500 will be 
transferred from the Auction account to the Main account of the Society. 
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Distributor's Report  

With little change in membership numbers the current quantity ordered from the printer 
provides around 80 copies to go into the distributor's stock. If there is no dramatic 
increase in membership this should be adequate for our four year back issue policy. 
There has been no increase in postal rates for the past year but this could change after 
March 1996. 

Librarian's Report  

The original figure of 30 copies (1)  used for participation in the FIPO scheme has now 
been reduced to 27. Our involvement includes the four issues Vol.12 No. 2 — Vol.13 
No. 1. I am still looking for informative and interesting material for the library. A copy of 
the Paralympics reports will be sought for the library. New acquisitions are now being 
listed in Torch Bearer. 

(1)  Copies of Torch Bearer distributed to FIPO member societies, in exchange for copies 
of their journals. 

Public Relations Officer's Report  

So far 24 letters have been sent to Editors of stamp magazines around the world, giving 
particulars of contents in Torch Bearer, and forthcoming Olympic events. Photocopies 
of any results will be made and kept in a special book. 
I am also accumulating records of Olympic material from auction catalogues, and 
copies of these are being handed to the Librarian. In the course of communications with 
Dr Don Anthony of the British Olympic Association, I have been loaned a booklet about 
the 1994 Exhibition held at Taplow Court. Two copies have been made, one has been 
passed to the Librarian. 

Packet Manager's Report  

The quantity of material has increased. So far three packets have completed the circuit 
this year. Problems still remain with weight, postage costs and members not passing on 
packets within a reasonable time. More members on the circuits would be welcome. 

Any Other Business  

Mr Cook wished to know if it was possible to hold the AGM in a smaller room as so few 
members attended the meeting. It was stated that a smaller room would be the same 
cost to the Society and would not be as pleasant for those attending. 
Mrs Rapkin said as there would be a vacancy to be filled at the next AGM it was 
essential to recruit new blood onto the Committee to bring in new ideas. 
The Committee thanked Mrs Rapkin for her years of service to the S.O.C. 

Date of next Annual General Meeting  

30 June 1996, at 4.00 pm in the Allenby Room, Victory Services Club, 63 / 79 Seymour 
Street. London. 

The meeting closed at 4.50 pm. 

91 



WANTED: London 1908:  Entrance Ticket 
Letter from the Organising Committee; 

Official Guide. 

St Moritz 1928:  Rapport General. 

R A Huurman, Gooiergracht145, 
1251 VE LAREN NH, HOLLAND. 

WANTED: 1936 Olympics - 1952 Winter 
Olympics.... Olympic Village, Bidding etc.. 

Various Olympic items available for 
exchange and sale (English) 

Zhuoyu Yuan, 953 Ossington Ave., 
Toronto, ON M6G 3V5 Canada. 

WANTED: 
Ingrid O'Neil catalogues, 1 & 4 

Franceska Rapkin, Eaglewood, 
Sheethanger Lane, Felden, Herts. 

HP3 OBG Great Britain. 

Wanted: Olympic Machine cancels, 
Have many 1992 USA to trade. 

Glenn Estus, Box 451, Westport, NY 
12993-0451, U S A. 

(e-mail: gestus@nylink.org.us) 

WANTED: Phil. material related to the 
history of English football 1863-1966 

Offer: any phil. material about sport & 
Olympics. 

Nikolay Penev, Batak Str. 2 ap 1, 
BG- 9000 Varna, Bulgaria. 

WANTED: 
Postcards of Olympic Games & 

Competitors - Main interest Munich 1972 

David Buxton, 88 Bucknell Road, 
Bicester, Oxon. OX6 8DR 

Great Britain 

SMALL AD'S - SMALL AD'S - SMALL AD'S - SMALL AD'S 

Wanted, the following stamps: 
Burundi: Appendix : 6.8.84 : Olympic set 

that includes K. Keino, Athlete : 65F. 
Gabon : Appendix : 3.10.84 : overprint 
'Torvill and Dean', Gold Medal Winners 

on SG 879/80 set. 
Guinea : SG MS 1149 : Torvill and Dean. 
Yemen : SG MS 342 : overprint  Torvill 
and Dean, Olympic winners Sarajevo. 

(All have a connection to the police force) 
Mrs E Miller, 258 TorrisholmeRoad, 

Lancaster, LA1 2TU, GB.  

MELBOURNE 1956 = SYDNEY 2000 

I specialize in the philatelic aspects 
of the above Olympiads. If you wish 
to buy, sell or exchange material in 
good condition kindly contact me. 

NOEL G. ALMEIDA 
P.O. Box 637, Dandenong 3175, Australia 

Phone +61 3 9708 0708, Fax +61 3 9700 1864 

EXCHANGE or BUY - OLYMPIC  

PHILATELIC ITEMS  from the HOST COUNTRY  

(Postmarks, cancellations, meter marks, Postal 

Stationery) — Exchange Olympic Pins. 

Write in English, French, Spanish, or Portuguese. 

Prof. Manuel A. V. Ribeiro da Silva 
Rua Eng°  Carlos Amarante, 149 

P-4200 PORTO - PORTUGAL 

FOR CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR SMALL AD'S 

SEE VOLUME 13 Issue 1. 

Most Members will still be 
entitled to their free insertions. 
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Heinz A. Potschka 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Olympic Mint Stamps + Olympic Special Cachets 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Olympic Pins + + Postal Cards + + Holograms 

1996 Summer Olympic 
Cancellations 

Now is the Time to Sign up for all 

Olympic Covers for only $1.25 

If you sign up before June 1996 

HePo Box 524 Helen Ga. 30545 USA 

Registered 
Letters 

+ + + + + 
+ + + + + 

First Day 
Covers 

Stationery 

+ + + + + 
+ + + + + 

Plate 
Blocks 

NEWSFLASH » 

Now it's Olympic Sally.. 
The Oxfordshire sport of Aunt Sally will be making its bow at this year's Olympic Games 
in Atlanta. 

The shock news was announced today after the organisers decided they needed an 
extra exhibition sport for the Games. 

Oxford and District Association secretary Mick Rockett was delighted that the 
Oxfordshire pub game would be going out to a worldwide audience. He said: "This is 
fantastic news. It will really put us on the map," he said, "It's a real day to remember." 

Our Treasurer, David Buxton, kindly provided this relatively overlooked 'head-
line' report from his local newspaper, The Oxford Mail, Monday, April 1, 1996. 

David adds, that he hopes that the rules are crystal clear. Any visitor to David's part of 
the World are welcome to watch a game on a warm summer evening, with a drink in 
hand. It is a serious game in Oxfordshire, with a County League. 
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XVITH  OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES, MELBOURNE 

Bob Farley 

An airletter, written on 3rd December, 1956 posted on the 7th provides a very personal 
view of the Games, and includes some very interesting comments about the arrival of 
Television in Melbourne:— 

"At present Melbourne is the spot upon which all the world's interest is focused. The 
Games are a wonderful thing and have done a great deal toward putting Melbourne on 
the map. I don't know what people overseas are saying about the Melbourne Games, 
but as far as I can see they are a great success and Olympic visitors are saying that they 
are even perhaps better than the Helsinki Games in 1952. Visitors have said that 
Melbourne is one of the worlds most beautiful cities and I can well believe it. It is 
bordered with beautiful parks and gardens and the city itself is planned very well which 
is a great advantage over cities that have just grown. 

Several Olympians have visited out school including Kuts and Mildred MacDaniel the 
American high jump winner. We are very pleased that Michael Aikman the teacher in 
the Australian crew won a bronze medal. The Australian eight should have won, 
because even forgetting my bias towards them, they are a better crew than the 
Americans who won. But the Americans won on the day, and after all the games ideal is 
'to take part, not to win'. 

Mum, Dad, and Geoffrey went to the Opening Day Ceremony, Dad only bought three 
tickets because 18 months ago it was not thought that it would be a public holiday. He 
wanted me to go, but I made him go and he really enjoyed it. I went to my uncle's place 
to see the ceremony on T.V. it was a marvellous scene which I shall never forget. On 
T.V. you saw more incidents and close views than at the arena, but the people present 
saw the colour and also had the atmosphere of the event. T.V. has only been on in 
Melbourne for about a month and not many people have them yet. But they are very 
expensive to buy and also to run and therefore only those who are very well off in 
monetary possessions can afford them. My uncle is manager of a healing store and 
they sell the sets, that is how I saw T.V. On Friday I went to the shop after spending the 
day at the M.C.G. (Melbourne Cricket Ground) and saw the swimming and diving on 
T.V. It was very interesting. During the day we saw the girls win the relay, it was a 
wonderful sight, and also the last five events of the Decathlon and the women's shot 
put. The ground looked beautiful. The green arena and the tan running track. The 
stadium has been judged by many who know, as the best stadium in the world although 
Wembley (I think that is it's name) holds about five thousand more. The swimming pool 
is beautiful. The architecture is very modern, but in it's surroundings it is very suitable. I 
went to several of the practise days before the Games, and seeing the swimmers and 
the pool was a great experience. 

The City is gaily decorated and looks as beautiful as it did when the Queen was here, or 
perhaps even more beautiful." 

Such items often 'turn up' if you take the trouble to really search, it is always worth 
reading the messages on postcards or on commercially used airletters! They are often 
sold at a low price because of the commercial usage, and are of course unique. 
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REVIEW OF MAGAZINES WITH OLYMPIC INTEREST. 

April. 96 

OLYMPIC MAGAZINE 

The magazine of the Olympic Museum of Lausanne published Issue No.8 in December. 
Many of the articles feature the Centenary of the first Modem Olympics including Athens 
1896. Spiridon Louis the first Olympic Marathon winner, a century of Sport Press, 
Kodaks support of the Olympic Games, and another centenary birthday the Cinema, 
features in an article on films of the Olympic Games and Olympic Stars in the Movies, 
The main article is an Olympic Treasures and some of the most important works of 
Hellenic Work lent to the Olympic Museum. Other articles promote the Olympic 
Museum as a leader in 21st Century information Technology. The speech made by 
President Samaranch to the United Nations (another Olympic first). Ten Ingredients that 
make a successful Opening Ceremony and an article on James Rizzi who has an 
exhibition at the museum and who has been commissioned to create a series of 
paintings for the Opening Ceremony in Atlanta. The postcards featured are of Olympic 
Medals. 

Available from The Olympic Museum, 1, Quai d'ouchy, CH-1001 Lausanne, Switzerland. 

JOURNAL OF SPORTS PHILATELY. 

The magazine printed in U.S.A. published issue No.3 (Vol.34) since the last review. The 
good news following from issue number 2 is that the United States Postal Service and 
the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games have settled their differences and an 
issue of stamps by the USA will commemorate the Olympic Games. An article on 
forged cancellations of the French 1924 Olympic Issue and another on Kodak's 
sponsorship of the Olympics, and the 75th Anniversary of the Antwerp Olympic Games. 
Post Cards feature in several articles, notably Three Postcards from the 1906 Olympics 
all sent by the same sender to his father, and the opening (!) of a Debate on the place 
of Postcards in an Olympic Exhibition (influenced by the article in November's Torch 
Bearer on The Round Table the Second World Collectors Fair). Articles of a non — 
olympic theme cover Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (the author of Sherlock Holmes) and 
Cricket, and Billiards. 

Available from Margaret Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109, U.S.A. 

JOURNAL OF SPORTS PHILATELY. 

Volume 34, issue No.4, is devoted to the 1896 Olympic Games, Athens, with a number 
of very informative articles, some original, and some reprinted historical texts. For the 
Olympic collector, with interest in the Games of the First Olympiad, this issue is 
essential reading, the lack of philatelic detail (by necessity), is outweighed by the wealth 
of information assembled in one source. 
Regular features cover an update on material relating to Atlanta (mainly commercial 
items from the Organising Committee), and the listing of sport theme USPS 
cancellations. 

Available from Margaret Jones, 5310 Lindenwood Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109, U.S.A. 
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Olympic Games 
1896 - 1996 

Auctions 
Want List Service 

Always Buying, Selling and Trading 

Winner's Medals, Participation Medals. Commemorative Medals. 
Badges, Pins. Torches, Official Reports, Posters. Programs, Tickets. 

• Seals, Books, Postcards. Souvenirs etc. 

SEND 
$10.00 (Domestic) 

$15.00 (O e rs e a s ) 

FOR OUR NEXT ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
& PRICES REALIZED 

Annual Subscription (3 Catalogs) available for 
520.00/yr. (Domestic) & $30.00/yr. (Overseas) 

Ingrid O'Neil 
P.O. Box 12346 	 Tel: (404) 812-0106 
Atlanta Ga. 	 Fax: (404) 812-0210 7.— 
U.S.A. 



Helko Volk 
Olympia-Phltatelie 
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Heiko Volk 
Olympia-Philatelie 

POSTFACH 344 FRIEDRIC4 EBERTSTR 85 
1cl OGOG1 4897 . 	D64715 MICHELSTADT/OCW 

ISSUING PRICELISTS WITH SPECIAL AUCTION SECTIONS 

WE ARE THE TOP - 
SPECIALISTS 

ALL OVER THE WORLD IN  

OLYMPICS  

 

IN OUR STOCK WE HAVE MORE THAN 30,000 ITEMS FROM THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
Y
a  1896 ATHENS TO 1994 

STAMPS-BLOCKS-SHEETS 
FIRST DAY COVERS 

71 	 POSTMARKS 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

AUTOGRAPHS 
PICTURE CARDS 

LILLEHAMMER,NORWAY 

VIEW AND PHOTOCARDS 
TICKETS 

BOOKS AND PROGRAMS 
VIGNETTES 

PHOTOS 
OLYMPIC STICKERS 


