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MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS 

Membership starts on election, of which applicants will be notified, and will last for one 
calendar year. All back issues of the magazine will be sent to members joining during 
the year. 
Junior members are those aged under 18 years in the year of joining, subscription rates 
are half of the adult rate until the 18th birthday. 
Applications should be made to the Secretary, and should include the following details: 
Name, Address, Telephone No, Occupation, Collecting Interests, Membership details of 
other Societies and be signed by the applicant. 
In the case of junior applicants, date of birth should also be stated, and the application 
must be countersigned by a parent or guardian. 
Subscription rates at 1st January 1996 are: United Kingdom £7.00, Europe £9.00, 
(DM25, $US17), Outside Europe £12.00, (DM35, $US23). 
American cheques drawn in $US in the USA are acceptable, but all other overseas 
payments should be made in either Sterling, US Dollar or Deutschmark currency 
notes, or by Sterling cheques payable in London. 



FRONT PAGE 

The first issue of a brand new Olympic Year is complete, and whilst preparing it over the 
Christmas holiday, the first real news of a philatelic programme for the Games in Atlanta 
finally began to emerge. A ridiculous situation had been allowed to develop whereby 
the United States Postal Service could not get the permission of the Atlanta Organising 
Committee to use 'Olympic devices' on stamps or cancellations. The other side of the 
coin — the Organising Committee wanted the USPS to carry out special checks on all 
incoming mail to the Olympic facilities for explosive devices (which USPS apparently 
agreed to do). A clear case of the more we want, the less we will give. Collectors were 
about to be faced with the first celebration of the Games without domestic postal 
commemoration since 1912. To compound matters, it is reported that the Organising 
Committee would only correspond on the use of Olympic devices with sponsors, so 
any attempt at resolution was thwarted. Eventually the American philatelic press 
featured this farcical situation, and seem to have provided a much needed catalyst. 

The secondary effect of this saga, would have been the complete absence of the USPS 
at Olymphilex, no wonder we have the rather familiar situation where funds that were 
promised to stage the biggest and best ever philatelic event have failed to materialise. 

Surely it is time that Organising Committees were held to their commitments on plans to 
fund specific cultural events, supply the spectator accommodation they promise, and 
actually stage an event that resembles that presented in their bid. It would not seem 
unreasonable to impose 'penalty clauses' in the agreements that provide their funds -
few areas of the commercial environment are immune to such penalties. 

Hopefully, by the May issue, it will be possible to report the USPS programme in detail. 

To all of you who have renewed your subscriptions by 31st January, a reminder that you 
are entitled to free entries in the Small Ad's, it would appear that this will prove a 
popular feature — please consider the size of the box when sending your copy, as you 
will see in this issue, some members have used their free allocation +. 

Our A G M this year will be an important event, because of the retirement of Franceska 
as our Chairman. Franceska was of course the driving force in calling the meeting from 
which the Society was founded. I think that I can safely say that if there is one particular 
disappointment about the evolvement of the Society, it has to be the lack of members at 
A G M's. There are always displays available, opportunities to chat and socialise as well 
as the all important opportunity to put forward your views. How about a New Year's 
Resolution to attend the A G M this year? 

The election of all committee members will take place at the A G M, and to enable postal 
voting our Constitution requires that ballot papers are sent out with the May issue of 
Torch Bearer, please forward any nominations that you may have to the Secretary by 
the 15th  April, and of course any items that you would like included on the Agenda. 

Finally, on behalf of all members of the Committee, I would like to wish you all a 
successful and fruitful 'collecting' new year. 

2 



A number of members have confirmed the use of the 'Congratulations' postmark for the 
losing candidates, Ostersund, Sion and Qubec, following their defeat by Salt Lake City. 
{Volume 12, page 119 refers} 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

The illustrated cover, is cancelled by all four 'congratulations' cancels. 

A further detail omitted from the article in volume 12, was the existence of a temporary 
post office at the site of the IOC Session. This office produced the range of cancellations 
with green ink, making them easy to identify. 

* * * * ***** * * * * ********** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Another joint effort, from Canada and New Zealand. John Larmer sent a drinks label 
from POWERADE the official sports drink of the Olympic Games (produced by 
Coca—Cola). 

afficleissporty (kink al the Aftixopit chwres 
The same day, an envelope 
from Bob Cyca arrived with this 
label neatly tied. 

POWERME 
thit  quencher 

cuts thirst in a powerful way 	• 
946 mt. 
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MEMBERS FORUM 

Your Editor would be grateful for any information about the illustrated cover, franked 
with the 1/— value from the Great Britain 1948 Olympic Games set, cancelled with an 
undated cancel : TRISTAN DA CUNHA / EDINBURGH / SETTLEMENT 

The addressee is : 
'Victor Marsh 
(JPS804), 
13 Sion Rd. 
Riverside, 
Twickenham. 
Middlesex, 
England.', 
and there are two 
manuscript notes. The 
first on the front: 
'Recd 23-5-51', 
the second on the back 
seems to read: 
'1 only with pmk 1951'. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A further mystery for members to solve, 
can anyone help with details of the 
illustrated vignette? 
It is coarsely printed, in red on white 
paper. Rouletted to three sides. 
Design size is 37 x 19 mm. 
Purpose, and date of issue are the key 
questions. 
Any answers to the Editor please. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Member (and SPI officer), Sherwin D. Podolsky has acquired the collection formed by 
Dorothy Guliick, a deceased SPI member. The collection is devoted to the theme of 
skiing, and includes an extensive range of Olympic material, which was built up over 
many years. 
Sherwin comments that the collection starts at 1931, and concludes at 1980. It includes 
covers, stamps, meters, labels, and pieces with cancels. Some of the material is difficult 
to evaluate (Trucial States, Equatorial Guinea, Japanese stationery cards etc.). 

The majority of the collection will be sold as individual lots, and Sherwin has prepared 
three lists, which are available from: 

Sherwin D Podolsky, 3074 Sapphire Avenue, Simi Valley, CA 93063-2101, USA. 
Wants lists on the skiing theme are also invited. 
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For obvious reasons 
he has christened 
the variety as 'the 
cigar flaw'. 

Does any member 
have a further copy? 

PARIS-l49 
When magnified, the flaw shows a line along 
the length — possibly a hair on the plate? 

Is this example unique? 
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Further to the request from our librarian, {Volume 12, page 100}, member Dave Body 
from South Australia forwarded a photocopy of the CALTEX meter for Melbourne 1956. 
This example posted on 2" November 1956, is on a corporate envelope, with return 
address details in case of non—delivery. Dave comments that the meter is not 
"unknown", but adds that it has been a number of years since he saw a copy offered for 
sale. {The meter is certainly 'unlisted' in usual sources — hence the value of journals] 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Further to the series of articles compiled by Bob Wilcock on the Games of the VIII 
Olympiade, Paris 1924, {Volume 11, pages 100 — 115, 153 — 164}, Member Rajesh 
Varma from India, sent a photograph of this interesting variety: 
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GRENOBLE 1968 — DRUG COMPANY ADVERTISING — In response to the article by 
Bob Wilcock (Volume 12, page 35), my move of house has caused a complete copy of 
the 'nordic combined' card illustrated on page 36 to resurface. The card actually has a 
printed dotted line to mark seperation with the advertising section rather than 
perforations, all printing is in a deep purple colour (as the designs of the skiiers). 

• 
protecteur vasculaire 

autant qu'hypotenseur 

SAMPAR E 
ormgria.m. &Hr., d. Gramm, -Sart 04 Fond" 

 

  

The product advertised 
is SARPAREL, and 
the address of the 
Company is given as: 
LES LABORATOIRES 
SERVIER — B.P. 927 -
ORLEANS. 

However, the original 
question still stands, 
can any members help 
with details of the 
products advertised on 
the remaining four 
cards 

Bob Farley 
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IMOS — LISTING OF OLYMPIC POSTMARKS 

Reprinted with the permission of IMOS - Internationalen Motivgruppe "Olympiaden 
and Sport". 

Compiled by Manfred Winternheimer 

Key — Erlauterungen — Explacation 

Sl.pmk 
	

Slogan cancellation - Werbestepel - Obliteration publicitaire. 	 
FD.pmk 
	

Special first day postmark - Ersttags-Sonderstempel - Obliteration 
speciales premier jour.  

Sp.pmk 	Special cancellation - Sonderstempel - Obliteration speciales.  
M.mk 	Meter mark - Freistempel - Affranchissement mecaniques.  

AUSTRALIA 

1395 FD.pmk 

BELGIUM  

1396 Sp.pmk 

MELBOURNE VIC 3000 / AUSTRALIAN PHILATEUC BUREAU / FIRST 
DAY OF ISSUE (First day for the Olympic airletter) 
Illustration: Map of Australia, star marking Sydney. 

2000 ANTWERPEN / 75e VERJAADAG VAN DE OLYMPISCHE 
SPELEN IN 1920 
Illustration: Detail from 1920 poster. 

REPUBLIQUE DU BENIN / JEUX OLYMPIQUES "ATLANTA '96" 
Illustration: Olympic rings and long-jumper. 

73 ALBERTVILLE / SAVOIE / Cite Olympique / Albertville 
Illustration: Pairs skaters. 

BENIN  

1397 FD.pmk 

FRANCE 

1398 M.mk 

1397 
1400 
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GREECE 

1399 Sp.pmk ANCIENT OLYMPIA / 35th Session of the International Olympic 
Academy (Greek script). 
Illustration: Figure and Olympic rings. 

1400 Sp.pmk ANCIENT OLYMPIA / 2nd Conference for Education and Schools 
(Greek script). 
Illustration: Figure and Olympic rings. 

GUINEA REPUBLIC 

1401 FD.pmk REPUBLIQUE DE GUINEE / JEUX OLYMPIQUES ATLANTA 1996 
Illustration: Five rings. 

CROATIA  

1402 Sp.pmk 41101 ZAGREB / HOMMAGE A DRAZEN PETROVIC / OLIMPIJSKI / 
MUZEJ / LAUSANNE 
Illustration: Emblems of the Olympic Museum and Croatian Olympic 
Committee, the Monument to Drazen Petrovic at the Olympic 
Museum. 

1403 Sp.pmk 41101 ZAGREB / dan medunarodnog olimpijskog Komiteta / 
ATLANTA '96 / CITIUS / ALTIUS / FORTIUS 
Illustration: Handball player. 

1404 Sp.pmk 41101 ZAGREB / HRVATSKI OLIMPIJSKI DAN 
Illustration: Rowers and emblem of the Olympic Committee. 

1405 Sp.pmk 41101 ZAGREB / 2. SVJETSKI SAJAM OLIMPIJSKIH SAKKUPLICA / 
2. Olympic Collectors WORLD FAIR / LAUSANNE 
Illustration: Olympic Museum and Monument to Drazen Petrovic. 

SWITZERLAND  

1407 Sl.pmk 1950 SION / SION / VALAIS—WALUS / 2002 / SWITZERLAND / LA 
POSTE / Supporter Partinoire de la Candidature 
Illustration: Bid logo. 

1406 M.mk 	4000 BASEL 2 / ANNAHME / ascom ist / Supporter de Kandidatur fur 
/ die olympischen / Winterspiele 2002 
Illustration: Bid logo. 

SPAIN  

1408 FD.pmk BARCELONA / PRIMER / DIA DE / CIRCULACION / DEPORTES / 
OLIMPICOS DE PLATA 
Illustration: Football pictogram. 

CZECH REPUBLIC  

1409 M.mk 	28201 CESKY BROD / 70 / LET / CONGRESS OLYMP. INTERNAT. / 
PRAHA 1925 OLYMPSPORT / NARODNI / FILATEUSTICKA / 
VYSTAVA / PLZEN 95 
Illustration: Building. 

1410 M.mk 	13001 PRAHA 31 / 70 / LET / CONGRESS OLYMPIQUE 
INTERNATIONAL / PRAGUE 1925 / CESKY OLYMPIJSKY VYBOR / 
SENESOVSKA 6 / 10100 PRAHA 10 / CZECH REP. 
Illustration: Emblem. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 

1411 M.mk 28201 CESKY BROD / ATLANTA 1996 / OLYMPHILEX '96 / NARODNI 
FILATELISICKA VYSTAVA / PLZEN 1295-1995 / OLYMPSPORT / 
POB 13 / 28223 CESKY BROD 
Illustration: Atlanta emblem. 

1412 M.mk 28201 CESKY BROD /{text and illustration as 1411, layout changed} 

1413 Sl.pmk 16000 PRAHA 6 / 18. SEMINAR GEN. SEKRETARO / A SEFU MISI / 
E.O.C. / PRAHA 21.-29.9.1995 / CESKY OLYMPIJSKY VYBOR 
Illustration: Emblem. 

1414 M.mk 13001 / PRAHA 31 / {Text and illustration as 1413} 



1414 

• ,G4nr,■43 

1413 

HUNGARY 

2.0.C. 
• 1 .03 

1415 FD.pmk Budapest 4 [also Budapest 81 1 100 eves a / Magyar / Olimpiai / 
Bizottsag 
Illustration: President of National Olympic Committee and Olympic 
rings. 

1416 Sp.pmk Budapest 4 [also Budapest 8] 4 NOB. 104 ulese (104th  10C Session) 
Illustration: Emblem. 

1417 FD.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 
Illustration: Olympic rings. 

1418 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 /BELYGUDVAR 
Illustration: Stamp, magnifying glass and Olympic rings. 

1419 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 /Belyegkiallitas / megnyitasa 
Illustration: Torch and Olympic rings. 

1420 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 / AZ IFJUSAG NAPJA 
Illustration: Discus thrower. 

1421 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 / BELYGTERVEZESI / VERSENY 
Illustration: Olympic rings, pallete and brushes. 

1422 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 / A MOB NAPJA (10C day) 
Illustration: Emblem of the Hungarian Olympic Committee. 

1423 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFIL '95 / SPORTBELYEGGYUJTOK / 
NEMZETKOZI / TALALKOZOJA 
Illustration: Olympic rings. 

1424 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / OLYMPIAFILA '95 / A MAGYAR POSTA / NAPJA 
Illustration: Olympic rings and Posthorn. 
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1425 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / KOSZONTJUK A 2002—ES TELI OLIMPIAI JATEKOK 
VAROSAT / SALT LAKE CITY 2002 
Illustration: Emblem of the candidate city. 

1426 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / {Text as 1425, but OSTERSUND} 
Illustration: Emblem of the candidate city. 

1427 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / {Text as 1425, but SION} 
Illustration: Emblem of the candidate city. 

1428 Sp.pmk Budapest 8 / {Text as 1425, but QUEBEC} 
Illustration: Emblem of the candidate city. 

IMOS, Internationalen Motivgruppe "Olympiaden and Sport". is the German Sport 
and Olympic Thematic Society, recognised as the FIPO representative society in 
Germany. 

Their regular publication is indexed in a way to allow loose leaf filing under selected 
headings (individual sports, individual olympiads etc.). For those who read German, it is 
essential reading, offering a wide range of articles on the sport and Olympic theme. 

Many of the listings are well illustrated, allowing those with the most basic knowledge of 
German to glean much valuable information. 

The IMOS membership, are active participants in Olympic related trips, recent 
'excursions' have included, Ancient Olympia, Lausanne, Budapest, Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

For details of membership, please write to: Hubert Huber, Justus—von—Liebig—Str. 14, 
67105 Schifferstadt, Germany. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ***** 

If you live in the United Kingdom and would like to 
receive packets of Olympic material to view in your 

own home, 	contact the Packet Secretary. 

( See inside front cover for address details ). 

Packets are circulated as often as possible, over two 
circuits, North and South. Additional members, as 
either buyers or sellers are always welcome. 

We regret that this service has to be restricted to the 
United Kingdom for buyers due to insurance cover. 

Worldwide vendors are welcome. 
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POSTAGE RATES IN 1936 

The following details of postal rates current at the time of the 1936 Olympic Games in 
Berlin was compiled by Franceska Rapkin. 

Illustrations are taken from lots in the current auction (Auction No. 48), which 
accompanies this issue of Torch Bearer. Perhaps you would like to spend some time 
playing detective before sending in your bids, by establishing the correctly franked 
items (remember, that correct franking is worth a premium). 

INLAND RATES (Including Danzig and Saar).  

Local 	 Within Germany 
Letters: 

Up to 
	

20 grammes 	 8 Pfg 	  12 Pfg 
Up to 250 grammes 	 16 Pfg 	  24 Pfg 
Up to 500 grammes 	 20 Pfg 	  40 Pfg 
Up to 1000 grammes 	 30 Pfg 	  60 Pfg 

Postcards: 
Single Cards 	  5 Pfg 	  6 Pfg 
Reply paid (Antwortkarten) 	 10 Pfg 	  12 Pfg 

Printed Paper Rate (For general printed matter within Germany): 

Up to 	20 grammes 	  3 Pfg 
Up to 	50 grammes 	  4 Pfg 
Up to 100 grammes 	  8 Pfg 
Up to 250 grammes 	  15 Pfg 
Up to 500 grammes 	  30 Pfg 

Printed Paper Rate (Only available for printers and newspapers): 

Up to 	50 grammes 	  3 Pfg 
Up to 100 grammes 	  4 Pfg 
Up to 250 grammes 	  8 Pfg 
Up to 500 grammes 	  15 Pfg 
Up to 1000 grammes 	  30 Pfg 

Samples and Commercial Papers: 

Up to 100 grammes 	  8 Pfg 
Up to 250 grammes 	  15 Pfg 
Up to 500 grammes 	  30 Pfg 

Printed Matter (Drucksache):  
From 1 December 1933 	From 1 July 1936 

Up to 	20 grammes 	 1 Pfg 	  1 Pfg 
Up to 	50 grammes 	 2 Pfg 	  2 Pfg 

Registered Letters or Cards: 

Over regular rate 	  30 Pfg 
Late fee for registered letters 	  30 Pfg 

12 


