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FRONT PAGE 
I am happy to announce that my plea for a new Editor has been 
answered at last. As from the May 1994 issue, our Vice President, 
Bob Farley, will be sitting in the Editor's chair. I ask all 
members to support him with information and articles. Bob can 
only produce a magazine if he is given the material to fill the 
pages. Naturally, I am delighted to be able to relinquish the 
hot seat after a year of asking, yet I find it a sad reflection 
on the commitment of members that it was an existing member of 
the Committee who came to my rescue. It seems to be a fact of 
life that there are fewer and fewer collectors who are willing 
to give of their time and energies to help others. This is not a 
criticism of this Society's members, it seems to be a general 
malaise. Look around you, and you will find that the same small 
'band of people are doing all the work. This is certainly not 
because they want to grab all the glory, but because no-one alse 
comes forward, and without their efforts, nothing would be done. 

Another year has gone by, and I would like to take this 
opportunity of wishing all members a very Happy Festive Season 
and a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year. I would also like 
to take this opportunity of thanking the Committee for their 
hard work and dedication throughout the past year. In particular, 
I would like to thank John Crowther for the splendid exhibition 
that he mounted at the Manchester Museum. What a shame that it 
wasn't a celebration of Manchester's successful bid. The 
exhibition will be on for part of November, so there is still 
time to pay the museum a visit. 

If Manchester had to lose, then I think we lost to the right 
city. I believe that it would have been wrong if either Beijing 
or Berlin had been successful. I think that the British media 
were very unfair in their comments about Manchester's failed bid. 
Although it is true that they did not'improve on the number of 
votes that they got at their previous bid, the fact that they 
stayed the course until the last round, thus beating Istanbul 
and Berlin seems to have been overlooked. 

Next year is once again Olympic Year, a pleasure that we can 
look forward to now every two years. Elsewhere, you will will 
find the first of Bob Farley's articles on Lillehammer. I am 
sure others will follow. There is also an article by Ian Paton, 
who is the Membership Secretary of the British Thematic 
Association. It is nice to have Olympic articles from time to 
time from non-members who are better, known for other subjects. 

It is subscription time again. Please help the Committee by 
paying your 1994 subscription promptly. It really does help to 
cut down on the paper work. Please note that our Treasurer, has a 
new address! -ROBINS-, THE GREEN, PUDDLETOWN, DORSET DT2 8SN. 
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NEWS 
Dutch member, Laurentz Jonker sent a postcard, which was 
postmarked with the meter cancellation and handstamp that was 
used for European Youth Olympic Games in Valkenwaand. 

***************************************************************** 

Thanks to Israeli member, Moses Laufer and Swiss member Manfred 
Bergman for the two cancellations that were used during the 14th 
Maccabiah Games that were held at Ramat Gan from 5 - 15 July 
1993. 

***************************************************************** 

Thomas Lippert from Rostock in Germany writes that the European 
Men's Basketball Championships were held in Berlin from 22 - 28 
June 1993. Two cancellations were used, both of which also 
advertise the fact that Berlin is a candidate to host the 2000 
Olympic Games. One of the cancellations also make mention of the 
fact that Berlin hopes to host the Paralympic Games in 2000. The 
cancellation shows an athlete in a wheelchair. Another event is 
also reflected in the cancellations. On 1 July a new post code, 
which for the first time combines the two postal administrations 
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of the former east and west Germany was introduced. The old 
Berlin W 1000; post office on future will have the post code 
10619. This is the first, and perhaps only time that the two 
numbers will be used at the same time. 

ellaa■e•MemiNve...‹..fte■••■■•■■■•••.........,..../e.....r.,....... 

Thomas also sent a cover commemorating the election in Monaco on 
23 September, which, as every Olympic collector knows, was the 
date the Sydney was chosen to host the 2000 Olympic Games. The 
cachet, with the text in Danish should read OG and not 00 as 
reproduced. 

0 P HELD 00 LYKKE I MONACO,. 

ROSTOCK-WARNEMUNDE1  

M/F KNUDSHOVED / DSB 
Gedser - Warnemiinde 

Um 	 Tat') 6i-- 

eja_ 	(Cud; 

'-e- , S. 	t-1-4 
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Australian member, Ivan 
Mircev writes that on 4 
June 	1993, 	Telecom 
Australia, 	a 	Gold 
Supporter of the Sydney 
bid, launched a phonecard 
with a value of A$5 to 
promote the Sydney bid. 
The card had a print run 
of 200,000. 

Ivan also sent details of a slogan cancellation that is being 
used to promote the Sydney bid. It was used in Sydney at the 
Northern Suburns Mail Centre. The slogan was launched officially 
on 27 July 1993 by Australia Post at Sydney's Northern Suburbs 
Mail Centre. The slogan was launched by the New South Wales 
Minister responsible for Sydney's Olympic Bid, Mr Bruce Baird, 
amd the first letter cancelled was sent to the Marquis de 
Samaranch. It is estimated that two million letters will be 
cancelled every day, and some ninety milllion letters will 
receivee this slogan before it is retired! 

********************************************************M****** 

Finally, Japanese member Masaoki Ichimura sent the latest 
miniature sheet, issued on 23 July 1993 to commemorate the 1994 
Olympic Winter Games in Nagano. It shows three Olympic Winter 
disciplines, skiing, pairs figure skating and Two Man Bobsled. 
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MEMBER'S FORUM 
Indian member, Rajesh Varma, was awarded a vermeil medal at the 
State Lavle Exhibition held from 15-18 June, as well as the UP 
Philatelic Club Trophy and the Best Thematic Entry Award for his 
exhibit of the Olympic Games from 1896 - 1948. 

***************************************************************** 

Our youngest member, Rhodri James Thomas, 2 Heol-y-Coed, 
Glyncorrwg, Port Talbot, West Glamorgan SA13 3AL, Great Britain 
wants to buy Cobi Barcelona 92 postcards. He will pay £1.50 per 
postcard. He is also looking for any limited edition Cobi Cherry 
Coke cans, and will pay £1.00 for them, plus postage. If anyone 
can help, please write to Rhodri first. 

*****************************************A(*********************** 

New Canadian member, Zhuoyu Yuan, 953 Ossington Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontaio M6G 3V5 wonders if any member is able to give him some 
information about the slogan cancellation illustrated above. The 
dealer who sold it to him told him that he knew of only one 
source where this material could be found, namely the Calgary 
Sun. If other members would be interested in this cancellation, 
Zhuoyu would be happy to try and get copies, if they are still 
available. He is also looking fOr the red meter cancellations 
that were used during the Olympic Games in Berlin 1936. If anyone 
can help, they should write first. 

********************************************** ****************** 

Knowing of your Editor's interest in the 1936 Olympic Games, 
some kind soul gave her a genuine photograph with the hand 
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written inscription on the reverse 'Olympiade Berlin 1936'. Try 
as I might, I am unable to place the building. Can anyone help? 
There is no indication that it has an Olympic theme, since there 
are no flags to give a pointer. 

***************************************************************** 

US member, Sherwin Podolsky, 16035 Tupper Street, North Hills CA 
91343-3045, Still has three copies of the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olymphilex exhibition catalogue left. Perhaps an SOC member 
would be interested in obtaining a copy. Please write to Sherwin 
in the first instance, enclosing an IRC to find out if they are 
still available. Airmail postage will cost $3.10 or surface mail 
postage will cost $1.95. Costs must be paid in US postage 
stamps. Once gone, all gone! 

***************************************************************** 

Member Alan Sabey, who is interested in anything to do with 
Wembley Stadium, is helping to organise a weekend tour of the 
stadium some time during September 1994. Anyone interested 
should contact Alan at 46 Thorncliffe Road, Norwood Green, 
Southall, Middlesex UB2 5RQ. 

***************************************************************** 

Congratulations to US member, Jim Bowman, who was awarded a 
Gold medal at TOPEX in Wisconsin for his exhibit of the 1936 
Olympic Games. Marian, his wife, was also awarded a Gold Medal 
at the same exhibition for her exhibit of Martin Luther. 

S:tii.************************************************************* 

US member, Norman Jacobs, writes in answer to Ken Cook's question 
about the Atlanta 1996 postcard. (TORCH BEARER August 1993, page 
100) This was a part of a series of postcards issued by the 
Atllanta Committee for the Olympic Games, sold in their Olympic 
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Experience store in Underground Atlanta. Each of the cards shows 
the original Atlanat '96 logo. After the new logo was adopted, 
the cards were sold out and not reprinted. The ACOG has not yet 
issued postcards with the new logo. 

Norman obtained eight different cards from the store in Atlanta, 
but thinks that several more were issued. The one shown in TORCH 
BEARER was also illustrated in the Journal of Sports Philate;y 
in May 1993, page 29, but the inscription is FCV-96-8 and not 
FCV-96-2. Illustrated is another of the cards from the series, 
which shows an artist's conception of the Olympic Natatorium. 
(ED. Swimming Stadium to the somehwat less learned!) 

OLYMPIC NATATORIUM 

GEORGIA TECH 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Anisrs conception of the Olympic Neeloch. at Georgie 
Tech, compeillkin elle for Swimming during the 1096 
Olympic Garnet M An la. Goon'•- 	• • — •. 	• • 
1998. 

Photo 0 Courtesy of ACOG 

      

  

   

   

       

TERRELL. 
0891036 

If anyone has seen numbera 1,5 or 6 in this series, Norman would 
like to hear from you, as there are no records of their content 
at present. He is trying to compile a complete listing of 
cancellations, meters and postcards relating to the 1996 Olympic 
Games, and would appreciate any information that Society members 
can provide. 

***************************************************************** 

Finally, Israeli member Dr Alex Barton, PO Box 2155, Jerusalem 
91021, Israel, is intereed in gold medal winners (men and women) 
on stamps, and would like to have information about both Winter 
and Summer Games winners from 1988 and 1992. Alex would like to 
know the birth dates, education, training and any other 
achievements. If anyone can help, please write to him direct. 

***************************************************************** 
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AUCTION NEWS 
COMPILED BY ALAN SABEY 

WESTERN AUCTIONS LTD, BRISTOL 
20 February 1993 

Lot No: 	 Est: 	R'sd: 
1097 	1948 London Great Britain 1/- stamp 

surcharged 1 Piastre, 20 for use in 
Morocco Agencies with variety - 
Double surcharge. Unmounted mint 	£230 	N/S 

NORTH WEST PHILATELIC AUCTIONS, LIVERPOOL 
10 March 1993 

234 	1968 Mexico South Arabia (Hadhramaut) 
Rare complete imperf. sheets of the 
8 different values for the 1968 
Mexico Olympics 	 £100 	N/S 

NORTH WEST PHILATELIC AUCTIONS 
14 April 1993 

212 	1968 Mexico Liberia imperf. presentation 
sheet of 3 values plus Miniature sheet £30 	N/S 

523 	1974 Paris. French Olympic set 
Unmounted mint 	 £15 	N/S 

586 	1936 Winter Games German set of 3 in 
fine c.d.s. blocks of 4 	 £15 	N/S 

854 	1896 Athens 1 Drachma blue, original 
gum but with small faults 	 £15 	N/S 

STANLEY GIBBONS AUCTIONS 
23 - 25 March 1993 

1297 	1896 Athens  Olympic Games 1 Lepton 
to 10 Drachmae with very light overall 
gum browning. 1D with slight black 
offset and some gum disturbance 
5D with small black adherence on gum. £200- 
Fresh, large part original gum 	£220 	£200 

SOTHEBY'S 071 493 8080 
26 March 1993 

187 	1906 Athens. Second Olympic Games 
2L purple, 1D black and 3D 	 £200 - 	£322 
grey-green die proofs on thick card 	£300 	(with 

premium) 
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Est: 	R'sd: 

188 	1906 Athens. Second Olympic Games 
5D bright yellow-olive, black and 
deep carmine die proofs on thick card £200- 	£368 

£300 	(with 
premium) 

337 	1960 Rome The collection in three 
stockbooks of issues for the 1960 
Olympic Games in Rome and in 1964 
in Tokyo; unused original gum. 
Extensive ranges with basic sets, 
imperforate sets and miniature sheets £300- 	£267 

£400 	(with 
premium) 

***************************************************************** 

GREAT BRITAIN OLYMPIC EXHIBITION AT MANCHESTER MUSEUM 

JOHN CROWTHER 

13 September saw the opening of an exhibition at Manchester 
Museum, organised by the Society in association with the National 
Postal Museum and the British Olympic Association, in support of 
Manchester's Bid for the 2000 Games. 

The Opening Ceremony was attended-by Franceska Rapkin, Ken and 
Betty Cook, Alan Sabey, Alf Robinson and John Crowther from the 
Society, and among others present were Ann Brightwell/Packer, 
Gold and Silver medallist from the 1964 Tokyo Games and Alan 
Bannister and Alan Geldard, cycling medallists from the 1948 
London Games. Also in attendance were Don Masterson of the 
education committee of the B.O.A. and Alan Randall-Jones, 
chairman of the North Western Federation of Philatelic Societies. 

The Director of the Museum, Alan Warhurst, introduced the guests 
and Franceska Rapkin responded on behalf of the Society. 

The National Postal Museum had supplied original artwork for the 
G.B. 1984 Games set together with proofs annotated by King 
George VI. The B.O.A. provided much interesting material from 
their Museum at their Headquarters at Wandsworth Plain, and 
Society members who exhibited included John Crowther, Ken Cook, 
Alan Sabey, Bob Wilcock, Bob Farley, Tom Paton and John Miller. 
The frames included displays of the Much Wenlock Games, the 1908 
and 1948 Games, British Olympic.Philately, British Olympians, 
the 1991 IOC Session in Birmingham, Sponsorship material and 
Manchester's Bid for the 1996 and 2000 Games. 

The Exhibition runs through to November 13 and is open Monday to 
Saturday from 10am to 5pm. If any member intends visiting the 
Exhibition, I would be pleased to hear from them and arrange to 
meet them at the Museum, if they so wish. My telephone number is: 
0625-526357. 

***************************************************************** 
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P. DATED 
Modern Postcards RESEARCH INFORMATION, CHECKLISTS etc 

(OLYMPIC POSTCARDS 

We have been selling contemporary postcards for aaaaa y fifteen 

years, and have a vast collection of sporting and Olympic cards 

on our books. Most of the card. feature the Olympic rings. 

We can offer the following, please list alternatives. 

MIXED COLLECTIONS these cover notion. Olympic Games 

SPORTSVERLAG German based on Official po 	f various 

Olympic Gemes..Summer Olympics (2T) L20—Winter Olysics (l5)L12 

UNKNOWN French publisher 'Jeur Olympics-  artist cards of 

various Games including events, star. etc. ten different t15 

ACTUALITIES 19 scorce limited edition french cards of various 

Canes with symbol/ flag, year and 	Sven. Starting with 

Athens in 1096 and ending with Moscow in 1980. Rare set £40 

MAYFAIR poster for Olymique cycles with Olympic rings 40p 

ATHENS 1896  

BEAUCAIRE unusual, modern scarce French United edition card of 

Pierre de Coubertin t2 

LONDON 1948  

DRUMAHOE two superb posters issued by BOAC 4 BA 11.50 pair 

HELSINKI 1952  

OFFICIAL series of photographs of the city with Olympic rings. 

Very scarce original cards two different t4 

meommt 1956  

COLECTABLE POSTCARDS-superb photographs of track/ 'winning 

events. Two fifferent t3 

MUNICH 1972 

UNKNOWN publisher very scarce card refers to massacre t2 

MOSCOW 1980 

ACTUALITIES scarce limited edition French card £1.50 

LAKE PLACID 1980 superb Official Winter Olympics poster tl 

ASIAN GAMES 1980 at Beijing Presentation pack of ten event 

cards £10 

LOS ANGELES 1984  

US POSTAL stamp issues on postcards of various Olympic events 

inc athletics, swimming, gymnastic. etc (10 diff.) £15 

OFFICIAL collection of colour photographic event/ venue cards. 

Scarce collection of twenty different t25 

OFFICIAL track and field *vent card fro. above collection tl 

ART UNLIMITED Dutch cards of Daley Thompson 75 and SVISAtfl, 60p 

EDINBURGH 1986 OFFICIAL Commonvealth posters three different El 

Mint stamps accepted for .mall orders..Over:eas orders allow 

extra for postage, and add t6 for bank conversion charges if 

paying by cheque. Sterling, US $ and French francs accepted. 

Postage 4 packing 50p mininum..over £15 post free in UK. 

P.DAVIES 19 FISHER AVENUE, WOODTHORPE, NOTTINGHAM MG5 4JE 
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READING MATTERS 
BRITISH OLYMPIANS, (A Hundred Years of Gold Medallists), compiled 
by Ian Buchanan, published by Guinness Publishing Ltd. ISBN 0-
85112-952-8. As the title suggests, this book gives a brief 
history of all the Britons who have won a gold medal at an 
Olympic Games, either Summer or Winter, since 1896. As such, it 
is a very useful reference work, for it gives more than just 
simple background information of birth and Olympic achievements. 
For instance, the entry on Harold Abrahams is half a page long 
and gives details of his schooling, his sporting achievements 
and a brief history of his life after his gold medal 100 metres 
sprint at the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris. 

The entries are arranged according to the various sports, so it 
is helpful to know the sport of the athlete you are researching, 
but there is an index at the back for cross reference. The 
limitation of the book is that only gold medallists are given 
space. It does mean that several great British athletes, such as 
Cecilia Colledge (who won the silver medal in the Ladies Figure 
Skating in Garmisch Partenkirchen in 1936) and Derek Johnson, 
winner of a silver medal in the 800 metres in Melbourne in 1956 
have been left out. The book is available from outlets such as 
Book Ends and other discount stores. 

***************************************************************** 

GUINNESS OLYMPICS FACT BOOK. Edited by Stan Greenberg. Published 
by Guinness Publishing Ltd ISBN 0-85112-956-0. Avaialble from 
similar outlets to those mentioned above. This book is an 
updated version of the popular Guinness Book of Olympic Facts 
and Feats, has the same format and similar information. It is a 
useful book to have on the bookcase. 

The first section of the book deals with each Games, both 
Winter, where applicable, and Summer in general, followed by a 
fact file, which gives information on venues, number of 
participants, which country won most, medals etc. The third 
section gives details of the individual sports. There is also a 
comprehensive index at the back of the book for cross reference 

***************************************************************** 

If there is space for only one such book, David Wallechinsky's 
mammoth THE COMPLETE BOOK OF THE OLYMPICS ISBN 0-14-01.0771-1 is 
still the definitive book to have on the shelf for general 
information. It too can be found at discount stores for a few 
pounds, and even at the full price of £10.00, it is good value 
for money. It is an easy to follow book, with each sport given 
its own place under each Games. Places are given for up to 
eighth place, which is sometimes very useful information. The 
only criticism of this book is that there is no index, so it is 
vital that the name of the athlete, the event and the year in 
which he participated is known. 

-FR- 

******************************************* * ****************** 
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LILLEHAMMER 1994 
ROBERT FARLEY 

Following the success of our numerous trips to the Savoie in 
pursuit of philatelic, postcard and souvenir items, Brenda and I 
decided that Lillehammer was in need of attention during March 
this year, to avoid arriving in a completely strange area at the 
time of the Games. We consider that we were successful in our 
quest, and gained valuable experience of the public transport 
system in readiness for our visit to the Games. 

I hope that the following notes will be helpful in providing 
background information for fellow collectors. 

I.O.O.C. Exhibition Centre - Lillehammer  
The exhibition centre has displays on three levels, all of a 
very high quality. The ground floor comprises an auditorium with 
a short slide presentation covering the bid for the '94 Games, 
and Norwegian participation in the Winter Olympics. A number of 
static displays include architects' models of the '94 venues and 
displays of historic skis. The first floor concentrates on 
individual winter sports, including Figure Skating, Ice Hockey 
and Bobsleigh. The third floor contains a conference/lecture room 
and a very high quality cafeteria. Recently a converted adjoining 
building has been incorporated to include a lecture theatre on 
the ground floor with displays of the primary Norwegian 
industrial sponsors; this area is interestingly presented and 
really gives an insight into Norwegian industry. 

The use of the centre after the Games is currently the subject 
of debate, one option being the formation of an Olympic Museum. 
If the quality of displays can be maintained at current standards 
this would prove an asset. 

L.O.O.C. Souvenir Shoe  
Directly opposite the information centre, the shop stocks a full 
range of official souvenir items. All official souvenirs appear 
expensive in Norway, but this shop sells at intended prices; we 
never found any items at a discount, but occasionally, 
(particularly in Oslo), prices were up to 15% higher. 

The Olvmoio Venues, 
An organised guided tour of the Olympic Venues is available on 
Saturday afternoons, with a local guide. This provides the ideal 
introduction to the venues, and .the local knowledge of the guide 
adds numerous fascinating snippets of local history and interest. 
The tour excludes Hamar and Gjovik. 

Hamar "Viking Hall"  
Completed in 1992 some landscaping and parking works outstanding. 
The hall is in daily use for skating, and appears to be well 
supported. Venue for the 1993 Speedskating world Cup. Guided 
tour available for lOkr. 

Storhamar Ice Hall 
Completed in 1992, in use for skating and hockey. 
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Giovik Olympic Arena  (underground cavern) 
Schedule for completion in May/June 1993, proving events will be 
held in Autumn 1993. 

Lillehammer Olympic Park  - At the following venues: 
Ski JUMP  
An extremely important venue for the XVIIth Winter Games, as 
opening and closing ceremonies will be held in the outrun area. 
Completed early in 1992, minor landscaping outstanding. Access 
to the jump tower is available at 10kr, a superb postcard size 
(and quality) view of the jump acts as the ticket. 

Lillehammer Olympiapark 
Lysgirdsbakkene Hoppanlegg 
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Freestyle Pistes  
Adjacent to the ski jump are pistes for aerials, moguls and 
ballet. World cup events took place during March 1993, using 
imported snow. 

Hakon Hall 
Opened 1992 - some work to services and landscaping outstanding, 
proving events have been held. 
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Kristian Hall  
In regular daily use, acts only as a training area during the 
Games. 

Nordic Centre_ 
Cross Country and Biathlon courses. Used for a number of nationa. 
and international events, including a Paraplegic Winter Festiva] 
during March 1993. 

International Area  
Medal ceremonies are scheduled to take place daily in an 
international area (freely accessible). The area between and it 
front of the Hakon and Kristian Halls is proposed. This area iE 
about ten minutes' walk from Lillehammer Railway Station -
(uphill!) An alternative venue has been proposed within a park 
on the East side of the town, but concern that the crowds will 
cause lasting damage favour the former. 

Athletics Village  
Works are progressing, and cause little concern as the 
contractors are quite capable of completing a village of the 
planned size in only four to five months, from the initial start 
in the workshops. a feat tried and tested at Expo '92, Seville, 
where similar accommodation was provided within 100 days-
including shipping. 

Many of the units are destined for use as student accommodation 
in Northern areas of Norway after the Games. Accommodation units 
within the village are externally colour coded to designate their 
temporary or permanent status. 

Media Centre  
Very advanced, cladding decoration and service works ongoing. 

Bobsleigh and luge Track  
Completed 1992, internally refrigerated track of high standard. 
Designed to natural contours and extremely difficult to spot! 

Used during March 1992/93 World Cup series. 

Kitvell Downhill Piste  
Used during March 1993 World cup events - proved to be more 
difficult than anticipated. 

I • • 
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The Olympic area will be restricted to coaches and trains, with 
large car park areas to the North, South and West collection 
points. The Norwegian State Railway has hired many rail carriages 
from Sweden for the occasion. The rail system will be an 
advantage over the Savoie, as Gjovik, Hamar and Lillehammer all 
have venues within five to ten minutes walk of their rail 
stations. The cost of rail transport has not been advertised, but 
the current return fare from Oslo to Lillehammer of 400kr will 
prove restrictive, 	if it applies. Up to 100,000 spectators per 
day are expected to travel to the Olympic venues by rail and 
coach. 

Accommodation  
Very little accommodation exists in Lillehammer or adjoining 
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villages. Visitors will be placed in the Oslo area, 200km to the 
south. All accommodation in Lillehammer will be allocated to the 
Olympic family, and corporate sponsors. Many Oslo hotels are 
also taken by members and families of the I.O.C. and N.O.C's. 

A marketing company, Troll Parken, has been established to 
promote inland tourism in Norway, with the initial task of 
letting accommodation for the Games. 

Apartments and private houses will be let for a fixed period of 
eighteen days, 10th -28th February, at rates of about 500kr per 
person per night, self-catering. 

It seems that official tour operators will again be providing 
accommodation several hours from the venues, affording spectators 
attending events each day little opportunity for leisure or sleep 
other than on the coaches! 

The enthusiasm of Norwegians for winter sports coupled with an 
international area for medal ceremonies should provide a return 
to the atmosphere of the Olympic Plaza in Calgary. 

All the elements exist to create a successful, friendly and 
spectacular sporting festival. 

***************************************************************** 

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY! 

Why not use the Society Packet or Auction to dispose of your 
unwanted material? Remember that your dulpicates would well 
become another member's treasure! 

***************************************************************** 
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COLLECTING RECENT OLYMPIADS 
BOB WILCOCK 

Manfred Bergman gave us an excellent article in May TORCH BEARER 
(p.67), and I am very grateful to him for responding to my 
request for a piece on collecting and exhibiting recent Olympic 
material. My concern related to exhibiting; as Manfred said in so 
many words, we all start collecting what we enjoy collecting, we 
like to do it "our way" and there are no rules as to what anyone 
should or should not collect. There comes a point where we feel 
we have a comprehensive collection, we start to think of 
exhibiting, and for exhibiting there are rules. What prompted the 
request for an article was the "gossip" at Olymphilex '92 that 
the rules conspire against the modern collector, or they seemed 
to be inconsistently applied; that modern exhibits clearly 
showing work put into them fared no better than collections 
little more than straight out of the post office. 

Manfred's article gave some very useful insights, and I know I 
shall benefit from it as I prepare my 1992 collection for future 
exhibiting. The key point is "thematic development", (coupled 
with advice from an experienced exhibitor). 

That said, I see a danger of thematic contrivance, and I wonder 
how many collectors may be concerned at the suggestion that any 
exhibit trying to tell the story of an Olympic Games must 
include significant material that is not overtly Olympic, and 
must, say, cover political aspects or doping. Will an exhibit 
with a consistent well developed plan that excludes such elements 
be marked down for what is not there? 

As another example, collectors may now be thinking of building 
up a quality collection of Atlanta '96 material. In relation to 
the canditure period there is clearly a lot of material that can 
be used in relation to the canditure of Athens. Atlanta itself 
seems to me much more difficult, Melbourne has possibilities, 
but will Toronto need support from Montreal, or Manchester from 
London? Are we at risk here of thematic diversity just for the 
sake of "balance"? 

Many collectors are stamp collectors and eschew all postmarks 
and postal history material. An exhibit with all types of 
material may find success more easily, but can Manfred offer 
encouragement to our stamp collecting members? I note that at 
least one exhibit comprising nothing but maximum cards got among 
the medals at Olymphilex. 

Manfred's indication of the ease or difficulty of illustrating 
particular aspects of his plan is thought-provoking, and while 
it is encouraging that he sees most aspects as easy to moderately 
difficult, in some areas I personally have difficulty in 
visualising how to illustrate a point, without using non-postal 
areas of a cover; in relation to Barcelona '92 I can show a 
cover from the company that built the Banyoles Olympic Village. 
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From the point of view of my collection I consider it a very 
nice item, but how would it be viewed in a competitive entry? 

This leads to a general point that I know troubles many Olympic 
collectors: covers from Olympic Committees, candidature 
committees and organising committees can be very important 
documents, but their provenance is established by the Olympic 
logo at the left, not the stamps and very ordinary postmark the 
cover may bear (they do not all have pictorial meters). How are 
they to be judged in an exhibit? 
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Manfred's section on flight covers (10.1) seems to come into E. 
similar category. The covers are sought after and attractive, 
but for the majority the Olympic interest is in the illustratior 
on the cover, and the pictorial handstamp cachet. Only 
occasionally is there a special postmark, and many arrival marks 
are favour cancels applied later. So the Olympic element may be 
high, but the postal element is small; how do they fit into 
competition rules? 

Manfred makes the point that when it comes to competition, money 
does have to be spent to acquire rarer items. Information, both 
Olympic and thematic, can also be difficult and expensive to 
acquire, although modern collectors probably have an advantage 
here, and Lillehammer '94 and Atlanta '96 collectors can make 
sure they build up their information at the same time as they 
build up their collection. 

So, Manfred, thank you for your thoughts, can you help us a 
little more? I realise I have widened the discussion, and 
perhaps other members may like to add their observations or 
questions - we shall all benefit from a lively debate. 

There is one interesting point to close: the definition of an 
Olympiad changed between Los Angeles and Seoul (Section 1 on 
p.67). From 1896 the Games were seen as opening the Olympiad, 
and this came to be symbolised in the passing of the Olympic 
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***************************************************************** 

For over four years we have been supplying collectors with 
Worldwide Telephone Cards. 
we buy huge quantities from around the world which we can accept 
in payment for some of our "classier" OLYMPIC cards. 
We also stock other themes / basic cards, so write today for 
lists. 
See us at THEMATICA in July where we will also have OLYMPIC 
Philatelic Material or ask for a selection on approval by post. 

flag. So the flag flew in Moscow from the Games of 1980 to 1984, 
and ceremonially passed to Los Angeles in the Opening Ceremony. 
It was expected to be housed in Los Angeles City Hall until 
1988, but in a surprise move, it was handed to representatives 
from Seoul in the Closing Ceremony. This was an astute political 
initiative to deal with the delicate East-West problems linked 
to the partition of Korea and the boycotts of 1980 and 1984. 
It made the firm statement that the Games had been awarded to 
Seoul. 

So now Barcelona treated the day after the Seoul Closing Ceremony 
as the first day of the XXV Olympiad (and a handstamp announces 
the fact!) Barcelona's cultural programme spanned the four years 
to 1992, with the Games as the triumphant climax. Modern thematic 
collectors take note - you need to tell this story for your gold 
medal! 
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HUTT RIVER PROVINCE PRINCIPALITY 
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HUTT RIVER 
IVAN MIRCEV 

Hutt River Province commemorated the the Games of the 23rd 
Olympiad, both Summer and Winterwith a miniature sheet. It was 
issued in sheets of four strips of five stamps. The design was 
by J.C.D'Villa, 'printed by Cambec Press in Melbourne and they 
were released on 11 July 1984. 

Hutt River Province has been issuing postage stamps regularly 
since 1973, and has just recently issued a new stamp catalogue. 
The five stamp strip consists of the following stamps: 

30 cent. 14th Winter.Games in Sarajevo 1984, Speed Skating 
45 cent. 14th Winter'Games in Sarajevo 1984, Figure Skating 
55 Cent. Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
65 cent. 23rd Summer Games, Los Angeles 1984, Wind Surfing 
85 cent. 23rd Summer Games, Los Angeles 1984, Weightlifting 

Any member of the Society interested in a copy of the sheet, or 
any information about the Hutt River Province Principality, 
should write to Ivan Mircev, PO Box 431, Nerang 4211, Australia. 

*W*************************************************************** 
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OLYMPIA - TOKYO 
BY SVEN HEDIN 

As the first relay of runners with the sacred flame of Olympia 
had been so dazzlingly successful in a double sense, Dr. Diem 
expressed the hope that the sacred fire would never be missing 
from the Olympic Games of the future. The Japanese had already 
decided upon adopting the idea, and had canvassed the plan of 
having the sacred flame carried by runners on a warship or 
several relays of ships, just as though they had been running 
along determinate routes by land. But the objection was raised 
that such a procedure would not be q/ite in keeping with the 
classical tradition. 	Dr.Diem suggested that the fire should be 
borne along the entire route through southern Asia - not all the 
time by pedestrian runners, of course, as horses could be used in 
wild and thinly populated regions and in lands where the natives 
were given solely to travelling on horseback. 

In fact there are in existence relief figures dating back to 
ancient times of horsemen carrying torches, and there are also 
vases, cups and urns with figures of the same type engraved on 
them. 	Dr.Diem suggested that as the runners who carried the 
sacred flame in the year 1936 wore little badges with a torch-
bearing Eros in relief, so the horsemen who carried the flame 
in 1940 should wear badges depicting horsemen bearing torches. 

The journey of the sacred flame would be so considerably speeded 
up by using horses, that the interest of the people in general 
throughout the entire world would be sustained all along. Dr Diem 
reckoned that the distance between Olympia and Tokyo was some 
6250 miles. 	Of that distance 4375 miles would be covered on 
horseback, which would work out at an average of three minutes 
per kilometre. 	About 2000 miles would be covered by relays of 
pedestrian runners at an average speed of five minutes per 
kilometre. 	The entire distance would, therefore, be covered in 
twenty five days. 	At certain halting-places from that mighty 
expanse, one hundred and twenty local festivals, each lasting for 
about an hour, would be arranged. This would entail an extra 
five days added to the journey. Thus the whole task would take a 
month to complete, and all through that month the interest of 
the whole world would be focused on the fate of the travelling 
flame. 	Every horseman would only cover three kilometres, and 
every runner would only cover one kilometre, as in 1936. 

Dr.Diem asked me some time in. the autumn of 1936 whether it 
s would be possible to organise a system of relays of horsemen to 

carry the sacred flame right across Asia. I pondered over this 
problem, which was to me exceedingly fascinating, and during the 
course of a conference on November 26th, 1936, I expressed my 
views on the subject. 

There is a choice of three main routes all leading from West to 
East right across Asia. 	There is firstly the Northern route, 
skirting the Trans-Siberian Railway which was covered fifty 
years ago on horseback by General Fukoshima on his journey from 
Berlin to Tokyo. I also travelled over a portion of this route 
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in 1897 by sleigh, and Prince Scipione Borghese travelled along 
it by motor-car in the year 1907. As the Russians did not take 
part in the eleventh Olympiad it is also improbable that they 
will put in an appearance at the twelfth Olympiad . The Siberian 
route is consequently out of the question. 

The middle route is roughly along the classical "Road of Silk-, 
the Imperial highway of the Chinese, and may be dismissed as 
impracticable, owing to the great expanses of waterless deserts, 
along which there is no accommodation for relays of riders and 
horses. 	Of course, it might be managed somehow, but the task 
would involve preparations which would be almost impossible to 
carry out. 	Relays of watchmen would be needed as well as an 
elaborate system of caravans for the transport of food and, 
above all things, water. And to all these difficulties is added 
the present political unrest in Central Asia, which would 
completely upset all these elaborate preparations, which could 
only be carried out, if at all, under conditions of peace. 

Consequently there only remains the southern route, which offers 
no invincible obstacles. In this case, it is merely a question 
of mutual goodwill and a sympathetic understanding with all the 
governments of the various countries traversed by the mounted 
couriers. 	In Dr.Diem's view the route would traverse the 
following towns and cities: Olympia, Athens, Salonica, 
Adrianople, Istanbul, Ankara, Erserum, Tabris, Teheran, Mesched, 
Herat, Kabul, Peshawar, Delhi, Benares, Calcutta, Mandalay, 
Hanoi, Canton, Hankow, Tientsin, Mukden, Seoul and Fusan. 
Afterwards the journey would be by sea via Tsuschima Sound, to 
Shimonoseki, Yokohama, Kobe, Nagoya, and Tokyo. 

The sacred flame would therefore traverse eleven nations and 
tributary states - Greece, Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, India, 
Burma, Tonking, China, Manchukuo, Korea and Japan. 

A journey on horseback with relays of men and animals through 
the greater part of the Ancient World.- what a magnificient and 
inspiring thought! 	The torch would be carried by horsemen from 
Olympia, the ancient home of the Olympic Games in classical 
Hellas, and right through the Mohammedan, Indian and Chinese 
worlds to the remotest Eastern region - to Tokyo, which was 
destroyed by an earthquake in the year 1923 and which was 
rebuilt on its old foundations. It gives one a thrill to think, 
too, that the noblest of all animals, the faithful companion and 
helper of man since prehistoric days, the animal that drew the 
racing chariots of Greece and Rome and that plays such an 
important part in modern sportsmanship, should again figure in 
such an honourable role in the longest system of post-horse 
riding in the world. 

Nearly all previous journeys on horseback through Asia were 
performed in the course of war-service. The proposed journey of 
relays of horsemen carrying the sacred flame, on the other hand, 
is a gesture in the name of peace and international harmony. If 
one casts a glance at the map of Asia, one can visualise in 
one's fancy the long journey through the southern regions of 
that continent, as a string of pearls or a chain of gleaming 
fire, linking Greece with Japan, linking Europe with the Far 
East, linking the Mediterranean with the Pacific and linking the 
white race with the yellow. The Latin proverb "Ex Oriente Lux-, 
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("Light from the East"), would be changed in Tokyo and all along 
the fiery route into "Ex Occidente Lux" -("Light from the 
West"), and Kipling's line, "Oh, East is East and West is West", 
would have lost its significance. 

But, as a matter of fact, it is erroneous to conjure up a 
picture of a long chain of fire a thousand miles long,. The 
actual chain stretching at a given time from Olympia to Tokyo 
would be of men and horses, and not of burning torches. the 
flame is the only thing that travels from torch to torch and 
from man to man. Every torch burns for fifteen minutes and goes 
out after its bearer has travelled three kilometres, when the 
flame has been transferred to the next torch, which in its turn 
goes out when it has burned for a quarter of an hour and has 
kindled the torch of the next horseman. In other words, the 
flame which would eventually kindle the fire on the altar in the 
stadium of Tokyo is the identical same flame which left Olympia 
a month previously. 	All along the route 5300 torches would be 
distributed, but only one flame would travel from one to another. 

Let us conjure up in our imagination a picture if the first 
courier, whether a pedestrian or a horseman, lighting the first 
torch on 21 August at the altar-flame in the sacred grove of 
Olympia 'and, after covering the ground assigned to him, passing 
the flame to the second courier. And then from hand to hand it 
passes until it reaches Athens, where in the fifth century 
before Christ, Heroditus and Thucydides read aloud their 
historical works, and the greatest tragedean of ancient Greece, 
Sophocles, produced his immortal tragedy "Antigone" - not in the 
academy or the theatre, but in the presence of the young 
fighters, the discus-throwers, marathon runners and wrestlers in 
the stadium at the fOot of the Acropolis. 

Past Salonica on the Aegaen Sea and Adranopolis on the Maritza, 
the flame goes onwards towards Istanbul, (Constantinople), where 
fifteen hundred years ago Justinian, the ruler of the Byzantine 
Empire, consecrated the Church of Holy Wisdom and a replica in 
silver of the Cross which the Roman soldiers had erected five 
centuries previously in Jerusalem. : On 29 May 1453, a Greek 
bishop stood for the last time at the high altar and was 
celebrating Mass when Mohammed the marauder with his wild 
Janissaries broke into the church and slew the Christians. But a 
gap yawned in the wall in the upper gallery, through which the 
bishop escaped, according to a Greek legend. and according to 
the same legend, at a future date when the Church of Holy Wisdom 
is again restored to the Christians, he shall return and continue 
the celebration of the Mass just at the point at which he was 
interrupted by the marauder. But the Crescent still soars above 
the cupola of the church, and when the Olympian courier in August 
1940 hurries past the minarets of Hagia Sophia to light the torch 
which will be taken on board 'a ship to Hajdar Pascha on the 
Asiatic coast, where the cypresses, the sentries that guard the 
graves, are reflected in the chrystal-clear waters of the 
Bosphorus, he will look in vain for the Cross of the Christians 
surmounting the cupola! 

On the wharf of Hajda Pascha a horseman is waiting with a torch 
in his hand. 	He communicates his state of feverish tension to 
his horse, which paws the earth with its hooves. But just as 
the horseman and his mount are still fretting over the delay, a 
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ship runs alongside the wharf, and a runner leaps ashore with a 
blazing torch in his hand and lights his torch, whereupon the 
horseman wheels round and disappears along the road to Ankara. 
After this the route lies via the east towards the northern 
plateaux of Asia Minor. 	Every three kilometres a horseman is 
waiting. 	He knows that the travelling flame is approaching, and 
although he has only been waiting there for a quarter of an 
hour, he swings round in his saddle, and grips the handle of the 
torch so tightly that his knuckles are white, and his eyes are 
fixedly turned towards the West. 

And thus the Olympian flame flies without intermission across 
mountain passes, through narrow valleys, across ancient bridges, 
spanning rivers and streams, through towns and villages, and 
everywhere it appears the people of Anatolia hail the sacred 
flame. 	Ox-carts rattle along, buffalo -carts toil painfully up 
the hillsides, while caravans, mounted postmen and peasants toil 
up along the roadside to make way for the Olympian horseman. 

The leaping flame hurries along through the region in which 
Xenophon's Ten Thousand shouted aloud, "Thalatta! Thalatta!" 
on their first glimpse of the Black Sea, The Caspian Sea and the 
Persian Gulf. If you have the faith that moves mountains you can 
have no doubt that the good angels, who danced on Mount Ararat 
around the last remains of Noah's Ark, are looking down in amaze-
ment on the flame that is rushing towards them across the plain. 

The next stopping place is Tabris at the northern base of 
Sehend-Kuh, one of the three mighty volcanoes in Aserbeidschan 
which in days of yore illuminated the whole countryside with 
tongues of fire compared with which the Olympian flame would 
have vanished like a spark in the night. 

The Anatolian, Armenian and Tartar horsemen have now finished 
their task as carriers of the sacred flame. Now the Persians 
are in the saddle, and Iranian hands firmly grip the handle of 
the torches. 	The great track goes past Kasvin to the East, to 
Teheran, in the vicinity of which a small number of Parsees or 
fire-worshippers, the followers of Zarathustra, are still in 
existence. 	I still have a vivid recollection of their temple in 
Surakhani to the north of Baku, in whose little vault the sacred 
flame was kept burning even up to the year 1855. There are 
still 100,000 of their co-religionists in India, in which in 
eight Parsee temples the fires are still burning which have been 
burning for 1200 years without going out. And now the Parsees 
of Teheran will see on a calm summer night a fiery torch dashing 
past them and will ask themselves whether it is Ormuzd or 
Ahriman, the good or the evil spirit, that is asserting its 
power. 	And over the whole landscape Demavend rears its peak, 
faintly silvered by the rays of the moon - a solfotara, an 
extinct volcano which thousands of years ago illuminated the 
Caspian Sea and Northern Iran with the lurid fires of its 
eruptions. 

Past the Rages of the Bible, the modern Teheran, where that 
dynamic King of Iran, Shah Rheza Khan Pahlevi, will most 
certainly welcome the sacred flame with a royal festival, the 
seemingly endless caravan track trails along the hard bumpy 
ground which has been trodden by centuries of innumerable hooves 
- it trails along past Sebsevar with its opium dens and Nischapur 
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with its famous Turkish graves towards holy Mesched, the grave 
of Imam Risa, a place of pilgrimage for countless believers. It 
was along this route that Alexander went in pursuit of the 
defeated monarch Darius, and along this track fifteen hundred 
years later swept the Mongolian hordes, devastating and 
plundering towns and villages and killing all in their path. I 
feel a great thrill myself in the thought that the Olympian flame 
will follow along the route by which I travelled myself, for it 
was nearly half a century ago - on 5 September 1890 - that I set 
out on my journey from Teheran to Mesched which continued for 
days and nights on end. 

And that is why I can see so vividly with my mental vision a 
long line of Olympian horsemen and the flame coming from Greece 
and sweeping along from torch to torch. I can hear it hissing 
and crackling in the breeze - it is suggestive of the snorting 
of horses. In the pallid moonlight I see hyenas jostling around 
a dead camel. 	They raise their heads, prick up their ears, 
sniff the air and trot away slowly into the desert. A flame 
flashes by, a phenomenon that terrifies wild animals. Further 
in front I see a pack of jackals shuffling along, their eerie 
nocturnal serenade alternately suggestive of the wailing of 
children and of derisive laughter. 

But the horsemen speed along through the darkness. At length 
the dawn appears in the East. For each successive rider that 
now takes up the torch the road is better lit, and just as one 
of them has barely covered half.his short stretch of the long 
journey, the sun rises like a ruby flame across the horizon, and 
its beams fall direct on his eyes. The flame grows pale in his 
hand, and as the sun rises higher and higher, the shadows of man 
and horse become shorter and shorter. 

Magnificent feasts are staged in Herat and Kabul by the order of 
the Emir. A horseman on his mission of peace hurries along with 
the Olympian flame through the Kyber Pass, through which in 
bygone days hordes of marauders swept. 	On the borders of 
Afghanistan and India horses and riders are again exchanged and 
the flame lights the nearest torch. 	Here there is no need 
for showing passes at the frontier, as the Afghan horseman has 
returned to the frontier and the next horseman is a British 
subject. 	Peshawar and Delhi, the capital of the Great Mogul, 
are not far off now and the flame travels along the -Great Trunk 
Road-, which figures in Kipling's "Kim-. Among the horsemen you 
see Afridis, Gurkhas, Punjabees and other representatives of the 
countless peoples of India who contribute their quota to the 
British army in India. 	It is quite probable that the Indian 
Government will only be too happy to offer the services of some 
of its cavalrymen for the purpose of speeding on the sacred 
flame to its destination. 

A horseman hastens to the banks of the Ganges among palms and 
mango trees through a dense mass of tropical undergrowth, amid 
the depths of which the kingly tiger roars and leopards lie in 
wait for antelopes and deer. 	He sees the scaly armour of a 
crocodile's back gleaming in the starlight, and from the 
tree-tops the monkeys scream, to warn one another that the flame 
is approaching. A new horseman has now taken the flame and rides 
with it into Benares, the city with the two thousand temples, the 
sanctuary of Hinduism and Brahmanism, and a place of pilgrimage 
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held in high veneration by the Buddhists, owing to the fact that 
it was there that Gautama Buddha proclaimed his doctrines for the 
ennoblement of mankind. 

The period of the blustering south-western monsoons and of 
tropical rainfall is drawing to a close. And then one morning 
in the clear transparent atmosphere one of the torch-bearers 
sees far away to the north the outlines of the Himalayas, their 
crests white with glistening snow-fields. The loftiest of these 
peaks, Everest, soaring 29,002 feet into the sky, is the highest 
mountain in the world. 	It is the vanguard which our planet 
sends forth into the limitless expanses of the ether. 

On a mountain ridge two eagles are sitting, sated and drowsy 
after their day's booty of rats, hares and pigeons. Their eyes 
are riveted westward on the holy lake of Manasarovar, on whose 
surface the god Siva swims about in the form of a white swan 
which glided down from paradise and settled on the peak of 
Kaila, the holiest mountain in the world. 	The sun is now 
sinking below the horizon. 	The shades of night spread their 
black pall over the earth and sweep up along the precipitous 
slopes of the Himalayas until they reach the ridge on which the 
eagles are seated. The snow-capped peaks and the glaciers gleam 
red in the afterglow of the sun, which has set. And presently 
this crimson flush fades out, and the shadows cast over the 
earth assume the shape of an elongated dark-blue cone projecting 
into space. 	The cone rises higher and higher until towards 
midnight it reaches the zenith and then sinks towards the west. 
The eagles sit and dream of rats and mice; at daybreak they turn 
their heads towards the east. 	The sun rises and in the 
reflection of his rays, their eyes glow like burning coals. The 
shadows of the earth disappear under the western horizon, and 
now first of all Mount Everest flushes red as the sun touches its 
peaks, and quickly the vast system of snow-clad mountains, 
suffused with light, emerges from the gloom of the valleys. The 
eagles spread their wings and resume their predatory work. 

And meanwhile the Olympian flame is still continuing its flight. 
It leaves Calcutta behind it, hurries, through Assam and reaches 
Mandalay, "where the flying fishes play, and the dawn comes up 

c like thunder out of China o'er the bay!" It crosses mighty 
rivers whose waters come from holy Tibet, flies through French 
Tongking to Hanoi, and passes over the frontier to China, where 
it reaches the ant-hill men know as Canton. 

Its conditions are peaceful in this region; it will be fetched 
further northward by coolies to Hankow. Otherwise it will have 
to traverse the long route by the coast to Tientsin. At this 
point horsemen take up the task again. They ride on spirited 
little ponies from Mongolia and their route takes them through 
Shanghaikwan to the Great Wall and through southern Manchukuo to 
Mukden, and thence via Seoul, the capital of Korea, to Fusan and 
the south coast of the peninsula. 

Here the Olympian flame is for the second time taken aboard a 
ship that fetches it past the island of Tsuschima across the 
Strait of Korea just at the spot where Admiral Makarow with his 
flagship "Petrapovlosk-  struck a mine and was drowned with his 
crew. 	Only four men escaped. Among them was the famous painter 
Vereschtschagin. 
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From Shimonoseki the flame is carried with great speed by the 
Japanese sportsmen on horseback through Nippon and reaches its 
goal in September 1940. 	The young horseman who at headlong 
gallop dashes across the arena of the stadium at Tokyo and leaps 
out of the saddle to light with the last torch the oil in the 
bowl of the Pythian tripod, is the last of an endlessly long row. 
With feelings of extraordinary enthusiasm and reverence they 
will gaze on the flickering flame which has come all the way 
from Olympia and which is now burning in the land of the rising 
sun. 	and it is just after the flame leaps up that a herald will 
cry out: "I call the youth of the world!" The Games have 
started. 

The carping critics, who are always in the majority, will ask: 
"What is the sense of all this lavish outlay on horsemen and 
watchers, which in the end means nothing but an ordinary firework 
display?" 

The race of relays of torchbearers to Tokyo is a grand symbolical 
gesture in the cause of international peace, a trail of flame 
between Europe and Asia, which will be gazed upon with feelings 
of goodwill by countless multitudes, and of whose journey 
millions of men in eleven States will hear. This scheme has 
awakened in my bosom cherished memories of fifty years in Asia 
and for this reason it is a joy to me to break a lance on behalf 
of this fiery scroll which, as I hope, will one day be written 
across the face of the greatest continent in the world. 

***************************************************************** 
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SYRIA 

19" 750 

VSEVOLOD FURMAN 

PLAGIARISM 

One more strange thing is added to the list 
of well-known ones. One of the Syrian stamps 
issued for the Barcelona Olympic Games 
shows a moment in wrestling, one of the 
disciplines included in the sports programme 
of the Games. The designer of the stamp is 
a plagiarist, and he reproduced the well-
known picture by Gustave Courbet, The 
Wrestlers", under the protection of the 
emblem of the Barcelona Games. 

Courbet (1819 - 1877), a famous French 
artist, painted this picture in 1853. It is 
a canvas 252cm x 198cm, painted in oils, 
and kept in the Art Museum in Budapest. The 
picture was depicted on a Hungarian stamp 
with a denomination of 5 forints, 
(Yvert no. 2050), as far back as 1969. 

Probably, the Syrian. artist decided that nobody would recognise 
the original if he "dressed" the wrestlers in modern wrestling 
clothes ... Still, he did not take into account that the motif 
itself could not be used as an illustration of a modern wrestling 
competition. 	One can see at once the attempt of the attacking 
wrestler to hold the contender's head in a suffocating motion, 
which is forbidden. 	Besides, both the wrestlers are bare- 
footed, which is also against the rules. 

The misadventure of this stamp continued when it was printed: as 
a result of a small foreign object appearing on the plate, and 
a paint bubble bursting, the stamp squired a defect on a very 
intimate place, on the right-hand wrestler ... ! Indeed, ill-
fate pursued this stamp from its conception, up to its issuance! 

***************************************************************** 

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY! 

Why not use either the Society Auction or the Packet to dispose 
of your duplicates. Remember the items that you no longer 
require may be at the head of someone else's Wants List! 

John Crowther and Colin Faers will be happy to hear from you. You 
will find their addresses at the front of the magazine, so why 
not dig out those dupicates right now. 

***************************************************************** 
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9. Craig Primrose 
	 10. Tim Kitchin 

NEW ZEALAND POST 

The honour of best judged international 
stamp commemorating "Barcelona '92" went 
to a New Zealand artist. Judged in 
Lausanne, Switzerland in June 1993, the 
winning stamp, one of a set of four 
issued in May 1992, was the 80c value, 
featuring the archer. The winning stamp 
was the design of Auckland artist 
Martin Bailey. 

ROBERT CYCA 

New Zealand 
	

80C  
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1. Daksha Bhana 

 

2. Margaret Strang 3. Ken Hall 4. Sophie Kinclieysides (syes,. old) 
Typesertiag aided by New bob. Pug 

     

      

5. Stephanie Atkin 
	6. Kristine Pfeiffer-Stout 

	 7. Geoffrey Fuller 	 8. Sheryl McCammon 

This 	 outstanding 
achievement was a just 
reward for an excellent 
and ambitious philatelic 
programme mounted by 
N.Z.POST to generate 
interest in the Barcelona 
Games. This article is an 
attempt 	to 	outline 
N.Z.POST's involvement as 
an official Olympic 
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From the 1992 New Zealand Olympic Team 
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sponsor in the philatelic arena. In November 1989, The United 
States Postal Service announced that they would join the large 
family of Olympic sponsors for the 1992 Games in Albertville and 
Barcelona. N.Z.POST, along with the postal agencies of thirty 
other countries, entered into an agreement with the United States 
Postal Service to act as an Olympic sponsor. 

In January of 1991, N.Z.POST began their Olympic sponsor 
programme with a national Olympic stamp design competition. Open 
to the public at large, the competition generated a lot of 
interest with over 500 entries submitted. Five months later, the 
winning design by Sheryl McCammon from Invercargill was selected 
from ten finalists. The stamp, featuring stylized runners in 
Olympic colours, was issued by N.Z.POST on 3 April 1992. 
The FOC also featured the N.Z.POST "Official Olympic Sponsor" 
logo together with the Olympic rings and silver fern. 

This logo was already in use, appearing in a variety of 
philatelic items. In August 1991, the logo began to appear as a 
cancellation from major New Zealand postal outlets. (Refer to 
TORCH BEARER May'92, page 58, and August '92, page 116). The 
cancel was used extensively until the very conclusion of the 
Games on August 9th, when it was withdrawn. A variety of labels 
also carried the N.Z.POST logo. The 45c self-adhesive definitive 
strip, which was issued in rolls of 100, also contained the 
Olympic logo on the backing tape. 

With the Games in Barcelona just a few months away, the programme 
really began to take momentum. On the 13th May '92, a further 
four Olympic stamps and a miniature sheet were issued. Then, 
from April 25 - May 22, N.Z.POST mounted their most ambitious 
Olympic fundraising project, by organizing an Olympic Postal Ride 
the breadth of New Zealand. The project, involving N.Z.POST 
staff, Olympic athletes past and present, and members of the 
public, would relay an Olympic torch by bicycle from Stewart 
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Island to Auckland, via the North Cape. Along the way, events 
would be organized in all the major towns and cities to publicise 
the ride and encourage people to come along and make a donation. 
The fund-raising project was an Olympic first, as New Zealand 
became the first country to gain permission to use a torch lit 
according to Olympic tradition for such a fund-raising venture. 
Philatelically, postmarks bearing a special Olympic Postal Ride 
cancel were made only at the start at Stewart Island and the 
finish in Auckland. Needless to say, these special cancels are 
difficult to find. 

Once the Games in Barcelona began, N.Z.POST initiated an Olympic 
postcard programme for both the New Zealand public and the New 
Zealand athletes residing in the Olympic village in Barcelona. 
Postcards featuring the design of the pattern seen on the 
ceremonial wardrobe worn by the New Zealand team at the opening 

ceremony were made freely available to the public. New Zealand 
schools were sent sets of postcards -(each set comprising 7 
cards)- for children to send their messages of Good Luck and 
support to the athletes in Barcelona. The postcards, in Olympic 
colours (and also brown,) featured cartoon depictions of New 
Zealand's most famous emblem, the Kiwi, engaged in a variety of 
Olympic sports - discus, weightlifting, canoeing, boardsailing, 
cycling, boxing, and swimmimg. (Refer to TORCH BEARER Feb."93, 
page 7). While a massive number of cards were sent to the 
athletes in Barcelona, this set of 7 postcards is hard to find 
in mint condition. 

The final postcard in question was•one made available to the New 
Zealand athletes residing in the Olympic village. This card 
featured the kiwi mascot in Spanish dress, and was postmarked by 
a N.Z.POST official at the village with a cancel prepared in New 
Zealand.Only five thousand of these cards were printed , so that 
they have become very elusive to find. 

***************************************************************** 
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HELSINKI 
THE ADVENTURES OF A PHILATELIC SPECTATOR OLYMPIC GAMES 

IAN PATON 

[1] 
	

[2] 
	

[3) 

My enthusiasm for the Olympic Games began in 1948 when I lived 
in Wimbledon, and, because I was a sprinter as a schoolboy, my 
parents gave me a set of tickets to watch the track and field 
events at Wembley. I was thrilled by the record breaking 
performances. 

By 1952 I was reading Engineering at Cambridge and I managed to 
persuade Morris, a fellow Peterhouse Undergraduate, that he 
would like to go to Helsinki. [1-3] At the time the foreign 
travel allowance to cover all expenditure abroad was £25 per 
person per year, excluding any travel tickets booked and paid for 
in advance in this country. All the expenditure for a trip was 
recorded by the travel agent on a government "V Form-  and 
details of foreign currency or travellers cheques were recorded 
in your passport. An additional £5 in sterling was allowed for 
your return journey in Britain; H.M. Customs often asked to see 
the contents of your wallet! 

The Finnish organisers of the Games knew they would require 
nearly all the hotel accommodation in Helsinki for officials and 
the press, and so persuaded private citizens to open their homes 
and take in the spectators as -lodgers". Because of this 
limitation they sensibly decreed that each night's lodging (bed 
and breakfast) must be associated with a ticket [4] for an event 
that day. They also approved only one travel agent in each 
country as the ticket/accommodation agent. The British Government 
made a special concession so that the tickets and accommodation 
could be treated like travel and paid for in advance here. This 
left just £20 for food and petty expenses in Finland, with an 
exchange rate of 900 markkaa to £1 sterling (£1 in 1952=£13 in 
1992). 

There was a choice of either the first or second week depending 
on the sports in which you were interested, and a small range of 
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[4] 

ticket/accommodation prices. You would only find out your address 
in Helsinki when you arrived there, but it would be within 
half an hour's travel to the Stadium by tram or bus. Attending 
the Opening Ceremony on the afternoon of Saturday 19th July 
meant leaving England on the 16th. Morris and I joined about one 
hundred people (I think) at Victoria Station, waiting to catch 
the boat train. 

We became part of a small 
group going to support their 
friends 	Roger 	Bannister 
(1500m), 	Chris 	Chataway 
(5000m), Chris Brasher [5] 
(3000m Steeplechase) and Ron 
Hardy (10,000m walk). The 
Swedish-Lloyd m/s -Saga-  had 
comfortable four berth cabins, 
and we arrived in Gothenborg 
on the 17th and used a sister 
ship as a floating hotel that 
night. This was my first trip 

.abroad as an adult so I 

.remember being impressed by 
the cleanliness of Gothenborg, 

. and the police on foot wearing 
swords while those in cars 
used American style sirens. We 
crossed Sweden by train to 
Stockholm on the 18th, enjoy-
ing the comfort of the larger 
and wider gauge carriages. 

[5] 

The flood of visitors to the Games caused a bottleneck on the 
ferries from Stockholm to Turku in Finland, and our tickets did 
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not include cabin accommodation. The m/s 
-Arcturus" -sailed in the evening and I spent a 
fairly sleepless night either on deck or in one of 
the lounges! It was cool but it did not rain and 
the best part of the journey was an excellent meal 
- memorable because it started with a huge cold 
buffet which we thought was the whole meal. When 
we had finished nearly everything, to our 
amazement, hot meat and vegetables were produced. 
In the morning the rain was pouring down as we 
left Turku in a convoy of coaches and we slept all 
the way to Helsinki, where we arrived at the 
Stadium [6] with only a few minutes to spare 
and just as the sun came out. 

[6] 

The Opening Ceremony started with unplanned excitement which 
modern security would never permit. A German girl, Barbara 
Pleyer, wearing a long white dress made a circuit of the track 
and was mounting the rostrum to make a speech when officials 
lead her away; no-one seemed to know her motives. The rest of 

[7] 
	

[8] 
	

[9] 

the ceremony was straight forward and impressive with none of 
the pomp and pageantry fashionable today because there was no 
TV. It was a pleasure to see the Olympic Flame ignited by the 
national athletic hero Paavo Nurmi [7] who had won nine Gold 
Medals between 1920 and 1928. To my shame he was one of only four 
great Finns about whom I knew anything; the others were the twice 

[10] 
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saviour of the country, Marshal Mannerheim [8] (who had died in 
1951), the composer Sibelius [9] and another athlete, Hennes 
Kolehmainen [10] who had won four Gold Medals for the distance 
events in 1912 and 1920 Games. I also knew that the President of 
Finland was Juho K.Paasikiva [11] who had been in office since 
1946 when he took over from Marshal Mannerheim. 

After the Opening Ceremony the coaches took us round the city 
to drop us off at our respective lodgings. There was no guarantee 
that your host and hostess would speak any English; when Jakko 
opened the door to their flat we found that only his wife Oili 
knew a few words. The warmth of their welcome meant that this 
presented no difficulties and they had foreseen our main 
problem - how to find our way to the city centre and the Stadium 
next day. I had brought a street plan of Helsinki from London and 
they introduced us to a friend who spoke some English. Instead of 
just showing us on the map he and Jakko took us back into town on 
the tram so that we would know the route number, the location of 
the stops, and how to buy the multi-journey tram tickets [12]; 

thirteen journeys of unlimited 
length and duration per ticket 
for .22p, with the conductor 
punching a hole each time you 
boarded a tram or bus. I 
explained my need for a Post 
office to send an Opening Day 
Cover [13] and they took us to 
-the GPO. Two of the stamps had 
been issued in 1951 for 
publicity but all four 
were now available in a 
booklet [14]. They showed us 
the main shopping streets, and 
from Jakko's friend I learnt 
that their two children were 
staying with their grand-
parents in the country so that 
there was room for us. 

[12] 

tA+3 
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[13] 

It is worth reminding you that in Britain in 1952 we still had 
our ration books, (though only just), and since the end of the 
war I had never seen a piece of fillet steak! I have no idea 
about the the general living standard of the Finns in Helsinki, 
but I do know that, even watching our expenditure with great 
care, Morris and I were able to have steak (.30p!) several times 
in restaurants. The food on the boat- to Sweden and the lunch on 
the train across that country had been an eye-opener as well. 
Another surprise was the delicious choc-bars on wooden sticks, 
at .03p, which were sold in the Stadium - it was a long time 
before this idea reached Briain. 

The contest began in earnest on the 20th - (Stadium Postmark 
"N") and for seven days I saw a magnificent display of athletic 
skill, guts, and determination. Finnish interest centred on long 
distance running and the Javelin, which was reflected in the 
attendance in the Stadium. Though the British athletes failed 
to win any Gold Medals, most achpived personal best performances 
and more reached finals than would have been expected from 
earlier performances. Our only gold Medal was won by Colonel 
Llewellyn on -Foxhunter-, on the final day of the Games. For me 
the highlight was the performance of the Czech, Emil Zatopek, 
whom I had seen in London win Gold, (10,000m) and Silver (5,000m) 
Medals. By the 26th, he had already won Gold in the 5,000m and 
10,000m, and the spectators had cheered him home in both. When 
he was the first to enter the Stadium at the end of the Marathon, 
the crowd rose to its feet and chanted his name until he had 
crossed the finishing line. 
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[15] 

Thanks to the influence of my friends I was able to visit the 
Olympic Village for which a pass [15] was required. I also 
collected a few autographs by post, including that of Andy 
Stanfield [16] the 200m Gold Medal winner - (Olympic Record of 
20.7 seconds). I had not been able to find out anything in 

advance 	about 
special postmarks, 
but by sending an 
SAE 	with 	the 
autograph requests I 
acheived an "E" [17] 
(Womens' 	Olympic 
Quarters), 	and 
"Hounslow, 
Middlesex" [18]- The 
American team went 
home via London! 

I had a little time 
each morning to 
explore Helsinki by 
tram and on foot; 
one tram, (No. 3, I 
think), 	had 	a 
circular 	route 
passing many of the 
main buildings and 
was as interesting 
as 	a 	tourist 
excursion. 	The 
fine Jugendstil arch 

[16] 
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[17] 

[18] 

-itecture of the 1895 -1915 period was prominent everywhere, and 
the World War II damage had been repaired. When the daily open-
air market on the quay near the passenger harbour closed, the 
area was cleaned with a thoroughness which was typical of the 
general appearance of the city centre. Another real Finnish 
experience was a Sauna in a unit attached to our host's block of 
flats. 
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I was sad when it was over and the time came to leave. The 
journey back with our small group of new friends was uneventful 
until we reached Tilbury, when Morris and I discovered that 
someone in the party had managed to bring back a vast Olympic 
flag, and all of us had our photographs taken in front of it. I 
did not realise it at the time, but I had become a Thematic 
Collector because I had bought all the stamps which were issued 
by countries to commemorate the Helsinki Olympic Games. 

1986 Postscript  

I exchanged Christmas cards for thirty years with Jakko and Oili 
until they died. In 1986, my wife and I retraced my 1952 journey, 
except that we spent a week in Stockholm to visit STOCKHOLMIA 
'86. The ferry from Stockholm now went direct to Helsinki and 
was a six-deck luxury ship with many comfortable cabins, four 
restaurants, a Disco and a Casino. From our 11th floor hotel 
room we gazed out across the passenger harbour and part of the 
city. The daily market still took place, the same tram route 
(with a modern tram) took in the sights, and the city centre was 
still as clean as I remembered it. 

********************X********************M********************* 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Bob Farley is in the process of producing his new volume of New 
Issues. The first to be produced since 1989. It will contain all 
stamps and miniature sheets released since the last volume. Full 
details will appear in the next issue of TORCH BEARER, and 
initially will only be available to paid-up members of the 
Society. Don't miss out on this important work by failing to pay 
your dues on time! 
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IVAN HIRCEV 
PO BOX 431 

NE RANG 
QUEENSLAND 4211 

AUSTRALIA 

I have for sale both philatelic and non-philatelic 
material related to the Olympic Games. 

For further details write to me at the above address. 
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THE OLYMPIC RINGS 
ROBERT KNIGHT BARNEY (Director of the Centre for Olympic Studies 
at the University of Western Ontario, London, Canada) 

(This article first appeared in "Olympic Review -- Volume 301, 
November 1992, and is reproduced with permission.) 

In early August 1984, I revisited for the fifth time the 
beautiful Greek archeological site of Delphi, located on the 
south slope of Mount Parnassus high above the Gulf of Corinth. 
Near the end of my ramblings through the site on that particular 
occasion, I paused on a pathway near the Sacred Spring of 
Kastalia to tie a shoelace which had become undone. Hoisting my 
foot up on a convenient nearby stone, I commenced the knotting 
process. 	Suddenly, my casual exercise was distracted by what 
appeared to be an ancient carving on the stone. Unbelievably, I 
saw just below my foot a weathered but indelible symbol, one 
readily recognizable to millions of world citizens - the five 
ring logo of the modern Olympic movement. 

After taking several pictures of the relic, I resolved in my 
mind to pursue the exciting prospect of explaining the linkage 
between this universally known modern symbol and one seemingly 
known to Greeks over twenty-five hundred years ago. Hardly had 
I started on this project when I learned I had been scooped. A 
fellow sport historian, the American classicist David Young, had 
previously seen the stone and pursued the same scholarly mission 
that I envisaged. 	*(see note 1) The following, then, is a 
combination of Young's observations, together with some of my 
own thinking on the subject. 

ON OLYMPIC RINGS AND COLOURS 

Most people in the world now recognize the Olympic five ring 
symbol. It appears on products we eat, drink, drive, wear, and 
otherwise use in our daily lives. Most, however, are uncertain 
as to how the symbol came to be. Olympic history buffs know 
that in June 1914 Baron Pierre de Coubertin greeted delegates 
to the IOC's 20th anniversary celebration of the birth of the 
Modern Olympic Movement with a display of flags produced 
especially for the occasion. Across the flags' white background 
was arranged the five ring symbol that we know so well. Months 
previously, de Coubertin had written briefly about the symbol. 
In his own words: 

"L'embleme choisi pour illustrer et representer ce Congres 
mondial de 1914 qui mettra le sceau definitif a la renovation 
olympique a commence d'apparaitre sur divers documents 
preliminaires: cinq anneaux regulierement enlaces...-  "(note 2).  

Given the stone at Delphi, weathered and faded by time, it is 
tempting to speculate that de Coubertin's inspiration for his now 
famous symbol came from antiquity, if not from the stone at 
Delphi, then from one similar at Olympia, an historical site the 
Baron visited more than once in his lifetime. Indeed, the 
hallowed sanctuary of the final resting place for his heart (it 
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is interred in a stone pillar located in a grove of trees above 
the remains of the ancient stadium). 	However, despite the 
assertions of some modern authors, there is absolutely no link 
between the modern Olympic symbol and one similar existing in 
antiquity . *(note 3) 

First, a note on de Coubertin's real inspiration for the five 
ring symbol he unveiled at Paris in 1914. To find the origin in 
de Coubertin's mind of symbols in the form of interlocked rings, 
one has but to scan his personal sport involvement in France 
before any Modern Olympic Games ever took place. In early 1890, 
de Coubertin became president of the Union des Societes 
Francaises des Sports Athletiques (USFSA), the French sport-
governing body equivalent, for instance, to its well known 1890s 
contemporary, the American AAU. 	The USFSA had evolved as a 
result of a union between Georges de St.Clair's Union des 
Societes Francaises de Courses a Pied and de Coubertin's Comite 
Jules Simon. *(note 4) The logo of the UFSFA, created to 
symbolise the union of two sports bodies, was the simple 
interlocking of two rings. The new federation's two ring symbol 
was displayed on its athletes' uniforms at least as early as 
1893, a full year before de Coubertin convened his now famous 
Sorbonne Conference in Paris where the Modern Olympic Movement 
hatched. 

On April 10th, 1896, outside the village of Marathon, near 
Athens, a French runner representing the UFSFA, one A.Lermusiaux, 
toed the starting line in the front row of history's first 
Olympic marathon race. 	Emblazoned on the front of his singlet 
was the Union's interlocking two ring symbol. French Olympic 
athletes continued to display the USFSA two ring symbol on their 
jerseys until the Games of the VIII Olympiad in Paris. It seems 
quite obvious, therefore, that de Coubertin with the UFSFA led 
him to think in terms of interlocked rings or circles when he 
applied his mind towards conceiving a logo for his commemorative 
conference of 1914, indeed, a ring-logo that would symbolize his 
Olympic Movement's success up to that point in time, just as the 
interlocking of two rings had signified the successful marriage 
of two distinct societies into one, the UFSFA. Circles, after 
all, connote wholeness (as we are told by the psycholgist Karl 
Jung), the interlocking of them, continuity. 

But why five circles? 	Olympic literature has long held that 
they signify the five continents of the world. But de Coubertin 
never spoke of -continents-  in 1913/1914, only of specific areas 
of the world -desormais aquises a l'Olympisme.-  *(note 5) Because 
the Baron originally designed the five ring symbol as a logo for 
the 20th anniversary congres's celebrating the IOC's 
establishment, it is probable, as David Young postulates, that de 
Coubertin's five rings symbolized the five Olympic Games 
successfully staged before the time of the 1914 Paris 
proceedings. As for the five different ring colours, de Coubertin 
did not think in terms of each colour representing a continent, 
as we are often told in many contemporary Olympic publications. 
Rather, the white background of the flag, together with the 
green, red, yellow, black and blue rings, represented at least 
one of the colours present in the flag of each nation represented 
in the Games of the first five Olympiads. To cite de Coubertin 
himself: 
'...De plus les six couleurs ainsi combinees reproduisent celles 
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de toutes les nations sans exception. 	Le bleu et jaune de 
Suede, 	le bleu et blanc -de Grece, 	les tricolores francais, 
anglais, americain, allemand, beige, italien, hongrois, le jaune 
et rouge d'Espagne voisinent avec les innovations bresilienne ou 
australienne, avec le vieux Japon et la jeune Chine. Voila 
vraiment un embleme international." *(note 6) 

If the rings truly signified the continents of the world, then 
why wasn't Africa mentioned? Africa, at least in de Coubertin's 
thinking related to the Olympic Games, did not figure in the 
logo scheme. 	True, South African whites had competed in the 
Modern Olympic Games from the outset, but always under the 
patronage and representation of Mother England. Not until the 
1950s, when European colonial entities commenced to evolve into 
independent countries, did true African participation in the 
Modern Olympic Games begin. 

ON FALSE LINKS TO ANTIQUITY 

If Baron de Coubertin's stimulation for shaping a Modern Olympic 
Symbol in the form of interlocked rings stemmed from his 
experience with the UFSFA in the early 1890s, how, then, did the 
mistaken impression come to be established and perpetuated that 
his creative action was prompted by symbols from antiquity? 
Here again, David Young provides the answer. 

Many are familiar with the fact that Carl Diem, president(sic. 
Diem was, in fact, the Secretary General. ED) of the Berlin 
organizing committee for the 1936 Games of the XI Olympiad, was 
instrumental in organizing and carrying out a German plan to 
conduct a torch relay of the sacred flame, from its lighting 
point of origin in the Altis adjacent to the ancient stadium of 
Olympia, to the great Olympic stadium in the suburbs of Berlin. 
Diem and his cohorts were masters of ritual and symbolism, 
overlooking few opportunities to orchestrate the Berlin Games of 
the XI Olympiad in the aura and circumstance perceived to have 
been the Olympic atmosphere in antiquity. The relay route of the 
torch progressed from Olympia on the Peloponnese, through 
northern Greece to the Danube, hence through Austria, and finally 
to Germany itself. 	Realizing the athletic and religious 
significance of Delphi in antiquity, Diem planned for the torch 
detour west from Athens to Delphi for special ceremonies to be 
conducted in the ancient stadium perched high above the sacred 
temple of Apollo on Mount Parnassus. 

Among Diem's contrived theatrical props for the stadium 
ceremonies at Delphi was a rectangular-shaped dressed block of 
stone, some three feet high. Etched into each of the four sides 
of the stone was chiselled the modern Olympic five ring symbol. 
The stone was placed on the ancient starting groove structures 
near the sphendome (west end) .of the stadium. 	After the 
ceremonies were concluded, the torch runners departed for points 
north. 	But the stone remained in place on the ancient starting 
line sills... for years. 

In the late 1950s, two British authors, Lynn and Gray Poole, 
visited the Delphi stadium, observed the stone with its familiar 
symbols etched on its sides, and in their "History of the 
Ancient Games", published a photo and commentary which described 
the piece as an ancient altar at Delphi: 
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"In the stadium at Delphi, there is a stone altar on which is 
carved five rings symbolic of the quinquennial timing for the 
celebrated games. 	The design of the five circles on the Delphi 
altar is today the symbol of the Olympic Games. The circles 
form a link between ancient and modern Olympics". *(note 7) Are 
the Pooles the -experts" General Grombach refers to in his book? 

The interlocking circles found on the altar at Delphi and 
definitively connected with the ancient games, are considered by 
three experts to be 3,000 years old-. *(note 8) 

The published result of the Pooles' misguided interpretation was 
not revealed to Greek officials at Delphi until the late 1960s. 
As part of the torch relay hype preliminary to the Munich Games 
of 1972, the Greek Committee for Olympics and Bequests planned 
for an all-night ceremony to be conducted in the Delphi stadium, 
complete with burning torches and the spiritual presence of 
"Diem's stone". 	The joke of Diem's 1936 "Delphic Altar" had 
gone far enough. Mr.Petrarchou, in charge of the Delphi archeo-
logical site at the time, balked at the Committee's proposal, 
fearing that damage might occur to the hallowed precincts of 
Greece's most beautiful tourist attraction.. Instead, he offered 
an alternative - the celebrations might be held outside the 
Delphi site proper, that is, on the roadway near the sacred 
spring of kastalia, well removed from -things valuable". At that 
time, May 1972, Petrarchou ordered the offending fake antiquity 
with its five ring symbols moved to the very spot where my foot 
came to rest on it some twelve years later. But don't look for 
it there today. 	Restoration work above the sacred spring has 
prompted the "Diem's Stone's" removal to still another location 
at Delphi, the entrance to the Roman agora which, as some will 
recognize, confronts folks as they purchase their tickets to 
enter the archeological site proper. 	A guardian of Delphi's 
antiquities, Mr, Efstathios Sidiras, showed it to me on my latest 
visit there this past August. Even there, at the entrance, the 
stone captures no more attention from pilgrims to the glorious 
site than it did in its previous location. 

Hopefully, Olympic Review readers will refer this historical 
notation to those who continue to believe that ancient symbols 
and symbolism guided Baron Pierre de Courbetin in his creation of 
what John MacAloon has called 	This Great Symbol- . - A Great 
Symbol-, the five ring logo obviously is, but clearly one 
conceived from late nineteenth century brainstorming, rather than 
from the symbolism essence of ancient Greek Olympic Games. It 
should be equally clear that th'e baron's five ring creation 
connoted the successful accomplishment of history's first five 
Modern Olympic Games, and that the ring colours exemplify hues 
represented in the flags of each of the countries participating 
in the Games of Olympiads I,II,III,IV and V. 

Notes: 

1. See David C. Young, "Coubertin and the Olympic Logo- , 
Proceedings of the XIth HISPA International Congress 
(J.A.Mangan, ed.), Jordan Hill College, Glasgow, Scotland 
1985, pp.326-327 
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2. See "Revue Olympique", August 1913 

English translation : 	"The emblem and the flag chosen to 
represent this 1914 World Congress, which will place the 
definitive seal on the Olympic revival, has started to 
appear on various preliminary documents: five rings regularly 
interlocked." 

3. For instance, see John V.Grombach, "The Official 1980 
Olympic Guide-, New York: Times Books, 1980, p.260. 
Here, Grombach makes an entirely misleading interpretation: 
-...any number of Olympic four and five interlocking circles 
on marble plaques and doors have been found at Olympia dating 
back to 500 BC." Whereas ancient Greek artists at times did 
use interlocking circles as geometric decorative borders and 
design accents on structures and pediments, not one inter-
locking ring arrangement ever resembled the modern five 
ring symbol, with its three rings above, two rings below 
configuration. Equally, interlocking ring motifs from 
antiquity have never been shown to be symbolic of the ancient 
Olympic Games and their Quadrenniel occurence. 

4. The scenario of unification is spelled out briefly in John 
J.MacAloon, "This Great Symbol: Pierre de Coubertin and the 
Origins of the Modern Olympic Games", Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1981, pp. 157-158 

5. See -Revue Olympique", August 1913. 

English translation: "Won over to Olympism-. 

6. "Revue Olympique", August 1913. 

English translation: "Furthermore, the six colours (including 
the flag's white background) thus combined reproduce the 
colours of all the nations, with no exception. The blue 
and yellow of Sweden, the blue and white of Greece, the 
tricolours of France, England and America, Germany, Belgium, 
Italy, Hungary, the yellow and red of Spain next to the 
novelties of Brazil or Australia, with old Japan and new 
China. Here is truly an international symbol". Parenthesis 
mine. 	Notably absent from the Baron's list of countries are 
any from the continent of Africa, further proof for the fact 
that Coubertin's "colour inspiration" was derived from 
national flag hues, rather than from continents and their 
respective racial connotations. 

7. Lynn and Gray Poole, "The Ancient Olympic Games", London 
Vision Press, 1963, p.119. The caption beneath Poole's 
illustration reads: "Altar in stadium at Delphi, with the 
five rings indicating the quinquennial spacing of the Games. 
The five rings were adopted by the Modern Olympics as their 
official symbol". 

8. See Grombach, 1980, p280. 
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