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BACK ISSUES:
At present, back issues of TORCH BEARER are still
available to Volume 1, Issue 1, (March 1984), though there are

now very few complete sets of Volume 1. When these run out, they
will not be reprinted. It is Society policy to ensure that new
members will be able to purchase back issues for a four year
period, but we do not guarantee stocks for longer than this.Back
issues cost £1.25 each, or £5.00 for a year's issues, including
postage by surface mail. If ordering single copies, please
indicate which volume you require.Cheques should be made payable
to the SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS and sent with the order to

John Miller at the above address.If you wish to receive back
issues by airmail, please add 75 pence per issue ( £3.00 per
volume.)
LIBRARY: Photocopies of articles are available through the
Librarian at 10 pence per sheet. Please enclose money with the
order. Books may be borrowed, but postage must be paid IN BOTH
DIRECTIONS. The Librarian's address is listed above.
COPY DATES: TORCH BEARER is published four times a year; in
February, May, August and November. Articles or adverts for
inclusion in a particular issue should be sent at least two

months, in advance.
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FRONT PAGE
It seems incredible that another year has gone by, and it is
time to wish all cf you happiness for the Festive Season and a
healthy, happy and philatelically successful 1993. I must confess
that for me, this past year has been interminably long, with
many major hurdles to overcome. I sincerely hope that the coming
year will be less stressful.
1992 was again Olympic Year. It was also an historic year,
inasmuch that this will be the last occasion that the Winter and
Summer Games were held in the same year. Whether this was a
wise move, time alone will tell. For the Olympic philatelist,
it will mean less time to husband the resources before the nett.
onslaught.
We have managed to keep our subscriptions pegged for the last
five years, (we have not had an increase since January 1908) but
now constant inflation and increasing postage costs mean that wr•
need to pass our expenses on to our members. I do hope that you
will stay with us, and still consider that your membership is
good value for money. In future, British membership is £6.00 per
annum, members living in Europe should pay £7.00 or DM24.00 and
all other members should pay £10.00 or $20.00. Please pay your
subscriptions PROMPTLY. It saves a great deal of unnecessary
time and correspondence. Members who have not paid by 31 January
1993, will not receive the first card in the new series, since
these will only be sent to fully paid-up :7embers.
I would like to take this opportunity of once again thanking the
members of the Committee for their continuing hard work and
dedication to the interests of the Society. None of us are paid
for the work that we do, and I know that on many occasions the
Committee has had to put personal interests on hold in order to
complete tasks on behalf of our Society. In particular, I would
like to thank the two Bobs, Farley and Wilcock, for their
efforts in producing the booklets on Albertville and Barcelona.
I know that many of you are very appreciative of their efforts.
Elsewhere in TORCH BEARER you will read about the fiasco that
was OLYMPHILEX '92. I would guarantee here and now that
OLYMPHILEX in Atlanta will be a very much better organised
exhibition. Plans are already afoot, and discussions are already
taking place. This is one exhibition with which we will all want
to be involved with. It may still be almost four years away, but
it is not too early to start making plans. Why not decide here
and now to prepare an exhibit for 1996? If you wish to enter in
the International competitive class, you will need to have a
national silver gilt medal, and if you wish to enter the
promotion class, the requirement is a national silver medal. The
last opportunity that you will have to he sure of qualifying will
be at Stampex in 1994, since Stampex 1995 will probably take
place after provisional entry forms need to be returned.
Therefore, why not make a New Year resolution to prepare an
exhibit for 1993, and thereby give yourself the benefit of an
extra year, should you need it. I will be very happy to give
further advice to any member who needs it.
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MEMBER'S FORUM
Member Dr Bomi Kavarana, 26 Kingswood Road, Tadworth, Surrey
KT20 SEG, writes that his particular interests are rowing stamps
and rowing history. In order to build up his collecction, which
is 95% complete as far as stamps go, he has often had to buy
complete sets. Consequently, he has much unwanted material,
including FDC's from other sports. He would like to dispose of
these below catalogue price. Interested members should send a
wants list to the above address in the first instance.
******** 4:********************************************1

*********

Dino G Tognellini, PO Box No 11/116, 00141 Rome/Montesabro,
Italy is looking for any material related to the London-Brighton
walking race from 1919. He is looking for stamps, maximum cards,
cancellations, postal stationery cards, meters, etc. If any
member can help, please write to him direct.
*****************************************************************

Franceska Rapkin was recently shown a photocopy of a 1936
Garmisch Partenkirchen telegram form with, instead of the usual
imprinted inscription "IV OLYMPISCHE WINTER SPIELE GARMISCH
PARTENKIRCHEN", it has a similar inscription applied with a
telegram typewriter. Apparently this telegram was offered for
sale at a recent German auction. Does any member know anything
about this telegram with its typed inscription?
While in Barcelona, Franceska was shown the
illustrated vignette. Many members will recognise
the design as that used for the 1928 Olympic Games
in Barcelona. However, this label has the
inscription in Bulgarian, and is purported to have
been issued by the Bulgarian Olympic Committee to
commemorate the 1936 Games in Berlin. Does any
member have further deatils about this Bulgarian
vignette and its history?
*****************************************************************

Alan Sabey writes at the end of August 1992 that he noticed on
some Greek currency that he had obtained that on the reverse of
the 1000 Drachmae note, there is a picture of the temple ruins
at Olympia together with Myron's statue of the discus thrower.
On the front is a picture of Apollo alongside the Greek
inscription which makes mention of Olympia.
PARIS 1900. MACHINE CANCELLATIONS. Alan Sabey also writes:
Further to Bob Wilcock's useful and informative article on the
hand cancellations from the various post offices, I noticed that
there was not any mention of the "Flag" machine cancellation.
(TORCH BEARER Volume 8, page 141). The Games of the Second
Modern Olympiad were held on various dates between 20 May and 28
October 1900 in conjunction with the Exposition Universelle in
Paris. In those days, the Olympic events were spread over a
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period of time and not contained within a fortnight as they are
now. The athletic events were held on the grass track in the
Bois de Boulogne and the course of the Marathom was around the
walls of the city of Paris. The American team, which was the
largest from any nation, swept the board with medals. It was the
American successes in 1896 and 1900 which led to the Games of
1904 being awarded to an American city. Illustrated are machine
cancellations from the Paris Exposition from 9 July & 27 August.
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Austrialian member Bob Norman sent interesting information about
Perkins Bacon, the security printers, and the Olympic Games.
The Olympic set issued by the Cayman Islands in October 1968 was
printed by the old established firm of Perkins Bacon, and was
their only Olympic stamp production. Perkins Bacon and Fetch of
London had won the contract to produced Britain's first postage
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stamps, including the Penny Black in 1840
because they were able tio satisfy the
authorities that their process of steel
engraving was superior to that of other
firms. They continued to print British stamps
until 1880, when they lost the contract.
Stamps for a number of countries was printed
for some years, but the firm was eventually
taken over by the security printers Sprague.
In a short-lived revival of the old name in
1968-9, Perkins Bacon issued several colonial
stamp sets, including the Cayman Islands
Olympic issue of October 1968.

****************A4**********************************************
Your Editor received the illustrated card, and would like to
thank the anonymous donor! However, some sort of explanation
about the cancellation would be very mucH appreciated. Please
drop Franceska a line with details.

88th ANNIVERSARY
THIRD OLYMPIAD
-1904 - 1992- p.A1
THE FRANCIS FIELD STATION:

ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 63130

1

1

Clipper

Altuu11

USAirmail 4O

JUNE 23. 1992

Franceska Rapkin
Eaglewood, Oxhey Lane
Hatch End, Middlesex
HAS 4AL Great Britain

Cf((ftftftt(CitifiCC(tiftitttififf(Citt(t(tf(Ctittft(MCCiffttit
Franceska Rapkin, the Editor, is always happy to accept small or
large articles for inclusion in TORCH BEARER. Remember, what may
be old knowledge to you, could well be news to other members. We
will undertake to have interesting foreign articles from other
publications translated, but please, obtain the permission of
both author and editor first. Franceska's address will be found
on the inside front cover.
) )) ))))) )) ))))) )) ))))) )) ))))) )) ))))) )) ))))) )) )))) ))) )))) ))) )))) ))
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AUCTION NEWS
ALAN SABEY
PHILLIPS
26 March 1992
Lot No.:
250

413

Est:
Thematics - Olympics 1906-1984
mint and used, mainly modern
Olympics collection in four
albums including postal stationery,
commemorative, F.D.C.'s, postcards
miniature sheets etc.
1948 Wedding, 1948 Games &
1949 U.N.' sets on' Harrisons
Presentation cards.

R'sd:

£130-150 £130
£120-150 £100

9 April 1992
233

238

1896 Olympic Games (Greece)
1 Lepta mint & used (single & block
of 6) 2 Lept 1 pair -one without
engravers name) 5 Lept (mint & used
(4) 10 Lept (Mint & Used (4)
20 Lept (mint & used (5), 25 Lept
(mint & used (3), 40 Lept (mint &
used), 60 Lept (mint & used),
1 Drachma (mint & used), 2 Dr (mint
& used) also 50 L on 2 Dr forgery,
5 Dr Used (2), 10 Dr (mint)
46 stamps.
1906 Second Olympic issue 1L to
5D mint.

£120-140 £190
£120-140 £120

CAMBRIDGESHIRE PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
11 April 1992
1179
1180

1948 Winter Games, St. Moritz.
Set on plain cover with St. Moritz
Olympic cancel.
As before but with Montreux slogan
cancel.

£10

£8.50

£18

Unsold

NORTHERN WESTERN' HILATELIC AUCTIONS
8 July 1992
698
722
859

Greece 1896 Olympic issue 2 L
2Dr
values. Fine used (9)
£25
Hungary 1925 Olympic set. Fresh
mint and scarce (8) (Sports Association
Fund with premium).
£25
Libertia 1968 Mexico Olympics present action sheet of 3 values (postage)
Miniature sheet (air). All imperforate. £16
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Unsold

£10

CHRISTIES ROBSON LOWE
16 July 1992
664

Somalia 1960-64 Olympics hand drawn
artists' essays in pencil in tracing
paper or wove, also collateral
related essays (16 items).

£300-400 Unsold

HARMERS (LONDON)
21 July 1992
325

326
327
328
329
330
331
504

505

506

507

599

1924 Olympics - Paris. Special blue
and red Olympiad envelope, addressed
to Yugoslavia and franked with IOC
Sower. Fine and rare.
500 unadopted essay depicting Stadium.
De-luxe proof in brown and yellow.
A similar essay but in red and green.
A similar essay but in green and red.
A similar essay but in blue and brown.
A similar essay but in red and green.
A similar essay but in green and red.
1906 Olympic Games 30 C Deep purple,
block of 4 showing variety "Partial
and Double impression due to a major
shift of the paper during printing"
Original gum Holcombe cert.(1986)
Fine and rare. Cost J2800+
1 Dr Die Proof on card in the issued
colour. Fine and rare. Holcombe
cert.(1983).
2 Dr Colour Die Proof in greenish
grey, on card. Fine and rare.
Holcombe cert.(1986).
2 Dr Die Proof in silver (printed
by lithography, similar to the
1901 3 Dr Mercury issue) on card.
Fine and rare. Holcombe cert.(1986).
Tokyo 1940 Envelope to Czechoslovakia
with imprint "The Organising Committee
of the XIIth Olympiad Tokyo 1940".
Red Taxe Percue marking

£250

£240

£360
£360
£360
£360
£360
£360

Unsold

£2000

Unsold

£1000

£1000

Unsold

£1000

Unsold

£450

Unsold

22 July 1992
918

Berlin 1936 German 6 pf & 4pf
stationery card signed by 6 members
of the United States team inc.
Jesse Owens, John Brooks,
Ralph Metcalfe etc.

£50
Lot withdrawn

WARWICK AND WARWICK
5 August 1992
364

1177

London 1943. 1948 Games 2+d Great
Britain stamp surcharged for use
in Bahrain. Variety:- 2+ annas
surcharge double. Cost £600
Paris 1924 Olympic Games set of
France U/M
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£250 £280
£15

£18

NORTHERN WESTERN PHILATELIC AUCTIONS
12 August 1992
178
180
825

In advance of Tokyo 1964
Albania 1962 Olympics miniature sheet.
U/M and 1963 Olympic set U/M (5 & M/S)
1964 Tokyo Olympics set imperf U/M
and scarce.
1896 Greece Olympic issue to 2 Dr,
good to F/U

£20

Unsold

£20

Unsold

£25

u20

HEALEY AND WISE
23 March 1992.
Healey and Wise held a postal auction at the end of March in
which a considerable number of Olympic lots came under the
hammer. I am unable to give neither the reserves, the prices
realised nor the descriptions, since I do not have a copy of the
catalogue. However, Lot 380, described as a cover from the
organising committee of the aborted 1940 Games in Tokyo, had a
reserve of £25 and finally sold for £330! It proves that when
the material 'is good and unusual, it will find a buyer.
Although it is the intention of this column to show the figure
at which Olympic items have sold in auction, the high number of
"unsold" lots in the past months, clearly illustrates the
economic climate prevailing in the United Kingdom at the present
time.

*****************************************************************

OLYMPIC PIGEONS
RICHARD POUND
Olympic Committee members have many weighty issues to consider:
the inclusion of new sports, gender and drug testing, and
But after the 1988 Seoul
security measures for athletes.
Olympics, we were dealt a completely unexpected issue, the
problem of cruelty to some feathered friends. Traditionally as
part of the opening ceremonies, thousands of white doves are
released as a symbol of universal peace. But to save money, in
fact the birds used are usually pigeons, unfortunately with
(I always suspected that this part
severe digestive problems.
of the ceremony was separately sponsored by the local Dry
Cleaners' Association.)
By the time I had evolved (fattened) into a sports administrator
and was able to bring the obvious to the attention of Games
organisers, it was 1972 in Munich. The Germans assured us there
would be no accidents of this nature. I was certainly aware of
the German penchant for discipline. I had not, however, thought
it extended to their pigeons. I expressed cautious admiration
for the vigorous training that must have gone into this. - Nein,
nein," said the Germany official. "In Germany, we don't feed the
birds for 24 hours before the Opening Ceremonies- .
The pigeon problem remained. In Seoul, it took on a different
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form.
Many who watched the opening ceremonies may have noticed
that the released pigeons decided to stay around in the stadium
and watched the ceremonies perched on the edge of the cauldron
for
the
main
Olympic
Torch. '
Well, this was entirely
unauthorised. When the torch was lit, the flame went up with the
customary roar and the backdraft caught a few of the nearby
pigeons by considerable surprise - producing some instant roast
pigeon for all the world to see.
We got letters from concerned spectators who wanted to know what
we were going to do to avoid similar tragedies in the future.
Our entire executive board focussed on the problem in one of the
more bizarre sessions that I can recall.
First, we thought of cancelling this aspect of the ceremony
altogether, but it has become part of the tradition of the
Olympic Games and the symbolism of the doves (or pigeons) is
important, so we decided against cancellation. Then there was
the suggestion that, since it was only symbolic in the first
place, maybe one pigeon would suffice. Now, one pigeon against
a background of 100,000 people is hardly a spectacle for those
present, let along billions of television viewers. Besides, we
would have the nineteen nineties problem of gender; would we pick
a boy-pigeon or a girl-pigeon? After several hours of spirited
debate, a solution to this dilemma was hammered out. There would
be two pigeons, one of each, subject to appropriate gender
verification by an international panel.
Even so, two is not a great number of pigeons. We then thought
about having one pigeon for each team taking part, but again, 160
pigeons is not that many pigeons. Finally, in analysing the
tapes, like true Monday morning quarterbacks, we decided that the
real problem has been and error of choreography. We had let the
pigeons loose first, then lit the flame. So, after hours of
discussion among some of the top minds in sports administration,
we decided to keep the pigeons, but light the torch first, then
let them loose.
You could see the "flames first, pigeons second" result of the
Olympic Committee deliberations when the 1992 Summer Games opened
in Barcelona on July 25.
*****************************************************************

SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS PACKET SERVICE.
If you live in the United Kingdom and would like to receive
packets of Olympic material to view in your own home, contact
the Packet Secretary, Colin Faers, 8 Farm Lane, West Lulworth,
Dorset BH2O 5SJ.
Packets are circulated as often as possible and good buying and
selling members are always welcome. We regret that this service
has to be restricted to within the United Kingdom for insurance
purposes. However, consignments for overseas members for
inclusion in the packet are welcome, but please write to Colin
before sending any material.
***************************************t********M**************
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BARCELONA 1992
Bob Wilcock
The Barcelona Olympics were great, and we enjoyed ourselves
immensely! The Games were well organised (!), and it seems that the
postal services in general worked well. The philatelic aspects
though were a shambles. The stamp issues were a muddle; finding out
what was going on, what cancels were in use, where and when, was a
nightmare, and although hunting them down was a very enjoyable
challenge, there were still at least one handstamp and a slogan
that Manuel and I failed to discover until after the Games!
What follows is an outline summary of the philatelic story of the
Barcelona Games. A much fuller report and many more illustrations
will come next year in "Barcelona - The Facts: Part II". Meanwhile,
do please write to me, or to Franceska, about your Barcelona
experiences - we do want to hear from you - and do please send us
any information you have that is not mentioned in this summary (or
was not in "The Facts: Part I").
I: The Olympic Stamps
All are photo. on phosphor paper,
28.8 x 40.9mm perf 1311 (2.5m)
16.7.92: Olympic Series (1)
Three stamps in sheetlets of 12:
17 + 5 ptas: The Olympic Torch
17 + 5 ptas: Gobi
17 + 5 ptas: "Victory"
First day Postmarks:
1:
Machine mark: Torch Runner
1. 1: Barcelona
1.2: Madrid
2:
Handstamp: "ANELLA OLIMPICA / Barcelona '92"
& logo
These 3 stamps were originally to be issued on
25 July (and 2 bear that date), and the
"Olympic Ring" triptych was for issue on
16 July. The "ANELLA OLINFICA" text refers to
the triptych, and COOS '92 covers and cards
have the triptych cancelled with postmark (2),
dated 9 days before actual issue, and the first
3 stamps cancelled with postmark (5), 9 days
late!
SERIE OLIMPICA /I)
BARCELONA'92

167

25.7.92: Olympic Series (2): The Olympic Ring'
A triptych of 3 stamps se-tenant horizontally;
des. P. Villuendas & J.R. Gomez
Montjuic Olympic Stadium
Palau Sant Jordi
National Institute of Physical
Education & Telefonica Tower
First Day Postmarks:
Machine mark: Olympic Stadium
3:
3.1: Barcelona
3.2: Madrid
25 de Julio-1992
4:
Handstamp: "SERIE OLIMPICA(2) 64RCELOttl'
INAUGURATION JJ.00. /
PRIMER DIA DE CIRCULACION / 25 de Julio-1992" & Stadium
5:
Handstamp: "INAUGURATION / Barcelona '92" & logo"
As mentioned above,
25 de Julio
COOB '92 covers and SERIE OLIMPICA
1992
(2)
cards have these
ItaUGURACIDte
stamps postmarked
JJ.00.
incorrectly
with
cancel (2).
BARCELONA

27 + 5 ptas:
27 + 5 ptas:
27 + 5 ptas:

29.7.92: Olympic Series (3): Olymphilex 92
Two stamps in sheets of 50:
17 + 5 ptas.
17 + 5 ptas.

--.-----La Sagrada Familia Cathedral
Gobi Philatelist (des. Javier Mariscal)

First Day Postmarks:
6:
6.1:
6.2:
7:

Machine mark: Spires of La Sagrada Familia Cathedral
Barcelona (Available in Barcelona main post office)
Madrid
ESPAN1
Handstamp: "OLYMPHILEX CORREOS
Barcelona '92" & logo

One sheet of "Cobi
0419
Philatelist" was prereleased by accident on
28JUL S2
28 July, one day early,
at the "Olympic Ring"
mobile post office at
Montjuic, the stamp being
confused with the Cobi
stamp issued on 16 July.
All 50 stamps were
promptly
used
on
registered covers and on
postcards, many also with
the dated postage label
from the machine in the
mobile
post
office
SERIF
(Nr. 0419). Changing the
date of postmarks and OliMpiCA (3)
meters is an endemic
activity in Spain, but
for once this was a
genuine error.

29 Julio 1992
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ESPAFJA 17.5
N./1
a
d
d

PRIMER
MA
OE
CIRCULACION

II: Postage Labels
Standard Post Office Etiquettes
1:
Each Olympic post office (except B.C. de Polo) was equipped with a
weighing machine that dispensed a self-adhesive postal etiquette
showing the machine number, the date, and the value. The machine
numbers are listed below, as far as I know them. The labels from
the weighing machines were standard post office design, and only
the machine numbers and dates show they were Olympic.
Klissendorf labels with Olympic logo
2:
'%Z/
On 28 July, without notice, 2 coin operated
Klissendorf machines from Germany were —mmolimmh
installed in the foyer of Barcelona's maincrjo-• ' 1 7
post office. These delivered labels of some
18 pre-set values. They gave change and mpg!
receipts, but by the afternoon of 29 July the
ESPARA
CORREOS
paper for receipts ran out.
At Olymphilex '92 there was a small Klissendorf counter machine
operated by the counter clerk, and dispensing the same style
Olympic labels. It was very heavily used from 29 July, and perhaps
not surprisingly broke down. Before 6 August a second machine was
installed, probably as a reserve, since only one machine was used
at a time. The labels are not numbered or dated, so there is no way
of telling which machine dispensed them.

,,c,,STAI.

ab

Olympic Post Offices
471°
Open to the general public:
I:
0
Barcelona Central Post Office
This is the main post office in Barcelona. A fixed
Barcema'n
date handstamp was in theory available 25 July- 9 August. It was certainly available on 25 July,
C6) 7
but was not available on 29 July. Information as to 'fc., nJw,sA;.
other dates would be welcome.
(4‘ZON

c

Accessible to event ticket holders: Xobile Post Offices:
How many frustrated readers who attended the Games failed to
find an Olympic post office? Quite a lot, I suspect. There were
some 23 venues in Barcelona itself, 40 overall, served by (as far
as we know!) Just three mobile post offices! And in practice, they
were not mobile.
II:

1: Nontjuic: "OFICINA XOBIL ANELLA OLfXPICA"
Postal etiquette machine number: 0419.
Hidden in a small park and accessible only to ticket holders to the
Olympic Stadium, Palau Sant Jordi, and possibly Bernat Picornell
Pools and I.N.E.F.
2: Diagonal: "OFICINA XOBIL R.C. DE POLO"
Believed not to have had a machine with etiquettes - does any
reader have an etiquette definitely from B.C. de Polo?
Accessible only to ticket holders for equestrian events.
3: "OFICINA XOBIL VALL D'HEBROB"
Postal etiquette machine number: 0243.
Inside the tennis complex. Can anyone say
whether it was at the velodrome on 27 July
before the tennis started?
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III: Accessible to accredited persons only:
There were eight temporary post offices opened for the Olympic
Family and the media. Access was restricted, with very tight
security, and accreditation for one location did not necessarily
mean accreditation for another.
Font attiae.
Number Dates Open ifeighing =La auVila Olimpica de Barcelona 70.001 11.7 - 12.8
0584
as Paralympic Village
28.8 - 12.9
Vila de is Vall D'Hebron
71.001 24.6 - 12.8
0567
(Broadcasters' Village)
Vila de Parc de Mar
72.001 11.7 - 12.8
0089
(Judges & officials)
Camp Internacional de la
73.001
7
- 12.8
0177
Joventut (Youth Camp)
Centre Principal de Premsa 74.001
?
- 12.8
0415
Vila de Montigala
75.001
?
- 12.8
0325
(Press village)
Vila Olimpica de Banyoles
(Rowing)
Vila Olimpica de La Seu D'Urgell
(White Water Canoeing: events Just 31 July to 2 August. The
Olympic Village handstamp was available in the mai n post office,
just 200 yards from the Village. Can anybody confirm that there was
also the planned post office in the village itself?)
........... _
IV: Olympic Sorting Office
This was in operation from 1 July to 15 .
September to deal with mail coming in to the
Olympic Family (post code 08092), and outgoing
mail from the Olympic post offices (except
Banyoles and La Seu D'Urgell), and the 50
pillar boxes in the Olympic villages etc.
m.
Uncancelled outgoing mail received a roller
cancel, one segment in Catalan, the other in
Spanish, or a handstamp "CORREOS BARCELONA
CENTRAL" with a Spanish posthorn and the •
Olympic rings.
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Outside Barcelona

Collectors were frankly very badly served:
There were three Olympic exhibitions with
special handstamps:
1:

Reus

25 July:

"'V
4.C.

Roller Hockey
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Banyoles: 28 July to 2 August: Rowing
The cancel is dated 27/VII - 2/VIII
1992, but the philatelic exhibition did
not in fact open until 28 July.
Roller Hockey
28 July:
Vic:
3:

2:

There was also a roller slogan:
(basketball
Badalona 1 July to ?
4:
& boxing).
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VI: Olymphilex '92
Olymphilex '92, sadly, was a disappointment. Although it was only
across the road from the Royal Polo Club, it was not in the best of
sites. The building was a rabbit warren, the space was not used to
best advantage, there was no map or plan, not on the walls, and not
in the catalogue (which did not appear until the LI"' day!).
Few people were able to find their way to the room where the I.O.C.
President officialy opened the exhibition. Except for Samaranch
<who used several languages), and one other all the speakers used
Catalan, so their words were lost on most people anyway.
At least everybody found the free champagne buffet in the bar
afterwards (l), and I have to say that I think the two stamps
issued for the exhibition are most attractive; Saudi's unfinished
La Sagrada Familia cathedral is perhaps the symbol of Barcelona,
and Gobi Philatelist is to me a clever and appealing design. I
understand there was a strong influence in the design from S.O.C.
member Sebastian Sabate Culle, who was also General Commissioner of
Olymphilex '92. The stamps were issued in sheet form, and the two
designs were Joined in a non-postal exhibition sheetlet (one of
two, the other showing the Olympic Stadium and La Sagrada Familia)
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As well as the official first day handstamp <see above) there was a
handstamp for the inauguration of the exhibition, and another
handstamp for use every day of the
CONNEOs
17+5
exhibition. Many collectors also <
tied the Olympic postage label to IZ
their first day covers.
§
a. 4!.

(
w

,..Lts,

Vt„V:

OLYMP Ulla
--.4% * '4 5,04:AquEcQs
Pt. ,—
92

-OW

Wal,,,,2

MM

,,•,,,, ,

7*

..
ij

ESPNWANA.10w 27.WELONA

COFiREOS '''"

NIZAP
2:

qp5)

0

,_, Aq ON *""%,"6, 01.YMPHILEX ."
„k
.L10 '0441:13 mckma.9:14.90
rrFyrr.ICA
4Et., .

r_,---, :::-,1,:,1 I

lj 0:::::::)
1v2,Tdone97 45'

.0..291/11-92*N4
As well as the general exhibition handstamp there were different
handstamps for every day of the exhibition. Frankly, I found these
a nuisance: with so much else to see and do in Barcelona, few
people were able to get to Olymphilex every day. There were also
exhibition postcards and many postal administration cachets (fuller
details in "The Facts: Part 2").
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Except in the bar, it was difficult to meet other collectors, and
even more of a problem was finding the exhibits, which was very sad
- I met one German collector who still had not found his after 4
days of looking! If you did persevere, some of the exhibits were
well worth seeing. Let me congratulate British members Robert
Kensit and Jack Murray on their silver medals, and all our overseas
members who were as successful or better. Sadly, exhibits relating
to recent Games all fared badly. Word was at Olymphilex that all
modern exhibits were dismissed as material acquired without effort
at the post office. I am sure this does the judges an injustice.
There were several such exhibits, nothing wrong with them in
themselves, after all that is where all collectors start, but
rightly not deserving high marks in competition. There were other
exhibits however, even relating to 1988 and 1992, where a lot of
work had gone into them, and including errors and varieties every
bit as scarce as the recognised pieces from the period to 1936.
What encouragement is there to collectors who have worked hard on
their exhibits, sought out, perhaps even discovered varieties, if
their collections are just grouped with the mundane? May I end this
article with a request to an Olympic or thematic judge to let us
have an article for a future issue of Torch Bearer on "Exhibiting
recent Olympiads?"
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BARCELONA ROUNDUP
I am sure that before top long, Bob Wilcock will produce an
update on his August book let on the 1992 Olympic Summer Games in
Barcelona. Before that, however, illustrated are some of the
special cancellations tha t were changing hands during OLYMPHILEX
and which have recently been sent to your Editor.The first two
were on sale at the exhib ition, the top one with the opening day
OLYMPHILEX cancellation.
17'5
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ght
Tirada

Olrcial

OLYMPUILEX

C000'92 S.A.

N2 000078
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ExposiciOn Mundial de Filatelia
Olimpica y Deportiva
OLYMPHILEX '92
29 de Julio al 6 de Agosto 1992 Barcelona

Tirada Oficial
Barociona'92

COOB'92 S.A.

N2 000078

ExposiciOn Mundial de Filatelia
Olimpica y Depodiva
OLYMPHILEX '92
29 de Julio al 6 de Agosto 1992 Barcelona
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Issued by China to commemorate China's participation at
Olymphilex. The Chinese sent a large continguent to Barcelona,
including SOC member Su Zhongwen, who had a very nice Basketball
exhibit in the promotion class.
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The cancellation from Greece commemorates the lighting of the
torch at Olympia for the start of the torch run for the Barcelona
Games. The design combines the Barcelona logo, rings and flame.
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OLYMPHILEX 92
Franceska Rapkin
Having been in Spain for the last few days of GRANADA "92 and
seen the shambles of that exhibition, I was looking forward to
OLYMPHILEX '92 with something less than unqualified enthusiasm.
However, I said to myself, surely OLYMPHILEX cannot be as bad. I
regret to say that it could. It could even be worse.
I had the doubtful privilege of being both the Commissioner for
Great Britain and a member of the Jury. I should perhaps have
suspected that things were not going too smoothly when repeated
letters failed to get an answer, and faxes also remained without
reply. And this for little unimportant issues like, When would
you like me to arrive, na for how long do you wish me to stay?
Fernando Ararkaz del Rio, who is the President of the Spanish
Philatelic Societies and was also heavily involved with GRANADA,
was supposed to be the final decision maker, but I noticed that
he conveniently spoke no English when it suited him. The
gentleman responsible for the day to day running of the
exhibition, Sebastian Sabate Culla, had very little English,
and, I understand, ignored all letters not written in Spanish.
He spent the whole period of the exhibition looking harassed,
which was hardly surprising. I felt very sorry for him. He was in
way over his head, and there was no way that he could cope.
Not everything was a disaster, and one must look fora moment at
the good points of the organisation. As Commissioner I was met at
the airport and transported to the exhibition venue, as I believe
were all the other Commissioners and Jurors. The bus that took
the Commissioners and the Jury each day to the exhibition was on
time and that part went without a hitch. The hotel, situated in
Sitges, some thirty miles outside Barcelona was clean and the
staff ever-helpful. However, it was right on a main road and had
no air conditioning. In some 30 degrees of heat, this was not
funny. With the windows closed,. we broiled, and with them open,
we were deafened. Spain does not go to sleep until about 4.00am,
and the Spaniards will insist on riding everywhere on very noisy
little motor bikes. The hotel cost some $350 a night, which I
considered excessive. The hotel next door charged less than half
this, had air conditioning and had sufficient empty rooms.
However, the organisers would not move us, since they had paid
the hotel in advance. This was the same situation as in Granada.
Some people never learn, and Senor Aranaz del Rio has a lot to
answer for.
The exhibition itself was held at Barcelona University in the
Faculty of Sciences and Business Studies. It was spread over
four floors and several corridors of the building. Exhibits
split across the aisles were not unusual, and one or two exhibits
had one frame in one hall, and the others somewhere completely
different. Since catalogues were not available until the third
day, and since the catalogues did not state where particular
exhibits could be found, life was somewhat difficult for the
jurors, who initially were given a guide, and impossible for the
visitors to the exhibition, of which there were many. One German

175

981.
*****************************************************************
.saapao anoA autosid uT
AE/ap qou op 'paqsaaaluT aau noA jT os 'palTwT/ Aaatt eau setlddng
. op TITm s,DHI) a$sqsod snid Z3 aoj saaqment Aiddns of a/qs
St 'amumaoad usTpsuso agq go s/Tsqap quas ours 'els sea speusj
'oTasquo 'Aanqpns 'anuanv qsaTa SST 'aawasi uyor 'aaquram ustpsus3
spaeo pus
..4no TITj oq squedToTlaed tie aoj auls/TeAs eq it
'aouaaajuoo ssaad aqi gs Auowaaeo usToads e uT selatipe ayq oq
paluasaad aq Tun 'oTicind ay, Aq quas spasoqsod 5sqUeW 0TdwATO
- aouaaajuoo ssaad aocgm e pus
'sT4TAT1sa3 aql
'.?Idoad 000'Z ATeqemTxoadds and nee oTicind s 'sala/yle oIdwA/p
09 oq Of. 141Tm uondeoaa diA s saanqsal quane a/Tjoad 4RTLI sT41
*Z661 'ST AInf uo oquoaoy uT uoTqsToossv oTdmAI0
usTpsuso awl Aq pauusid 33o-puss pus RuTsqs aqtaiqqs IsToTjjo aqi
jo „saosuods prop. eq /um spooj TsaauaD ijsay pus qsod spuusp

. aasys oq /Is aoj saas s,uoTqu2a/ap usTpErue0 aq.4 uT utq
paqsooi ATIeaquao s ut paosid eq Ium qaoddns jo spas° /saaueo
sagaryge awa oq uoTinqTaqsTp aoj sayogoo meaq aqsTadoadde ayl
oq suoiaoass uT anTaoaa Aay4 8sq gosa pasmaoj /um VOD a4q '(0qa
'tusaq 'aqatyls FenpTATpuT) Aao2aqso Aq paB73sq aas spaso aql sV

. smuTI
.saanpaooad ?uTss000ad
sEsaaAo peaTnbea usTIqelsa /um Dj
r., aTnba ayq guTusTiqsqsa ;,1•E -1,3N aqq pus aeTanop AqTaolad

.uTeds 'suoiaoass
ut aaquao suoTlsoTunwsloo usTpsuso s.VOO a44 oq sagirlasd
isuoT4suaaquT slT pus aaTanoo AqTaoTad stn papaumaoj qnq 'aauustu
as/TmTs e uT passaooad aaam Z661 'OT ATtlf laqje panTooal spasp

essoty o vle.n

rim.. I. 14t, 1,...ts

OLYMFILA, BUDAPEST
DICK FROST

OLYMPIAFILA '92
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OLYMPIAFILA '92
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tukKortA

Budapest, 8 • 1992. apt. 29.
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1992. aprilis 27.
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Budapest,

sPoRriusAciRO

OLYMPIAFILA '92

ius KONGRESSZUS

Kereskedeik
7 , apja

Budapest, 8 • 1992. Apr. 28.

8

OLYMPIAFILA '92
Qs-61V NEMZEIKOZI OLIMPIAI ES
SPORTBELYEG MALLITAS

Budapest, 8 1992. April's 28.

Budapest, 8 • 1992. maj. 2.
OLYMPIAFILA '92
OLYMPIAFILA '92
OLIMPIAI BAJNOKOK
1952 (R99 1972

TALALKOZOJA
Budapest, 8 • 1992. maj. 3.

C66)
IFJUSAG NAPJA
Budapest, 8 • 1992. maj. 1.

OLYMPIAFILA '92
)W. NEMZETK0ZIOLIMPIA1 Es

Rs

SPORTBELYEG KIALLITAS

Budapest, 8 1992. aprilis 30.

Cancellations used during OLYMFIAFILA '92.

Budapest, especially along the river, was looking at its best
and with temperatures in the upper 20s one could be forgiven for
thinking more about strolling along the banks of the Danube,
taking one of the many pleasure boats on the river, lazing
contentedly on Margaret Island or, my preference, spending time
in Buda seeking out the superb buildings and courtyards of that
delightful area, rather than spending time indoors in a less
than elegant building with no air conditioning.
It has been five years since I had last been in Budapest and the
signs of change from Communism to Capitalism appeared to me to
be much in evidence, from the large increase in new cars and the
superbly elegant stores in Vaci Utca, to the appearance, in
profusion, of "ladies of the Street" along the fashionable
pedestrian areas surrounding the international hotels. Away
from the immediate centre of Pest, the buildings are still in a
had state of repair, although many signs of original splendour
are, of course, still there. The beautiful McDonalds, close to
A lavish
Marx Square, shows just what can be achieved.
refurbishment of a section of the railway station, in pale
lilac, soft eau de nil with brass fittings,' enhanced by cascades
of greenery made it a pleasant oasis in which to relax with a
"Big Mac" and watch the comings and goings of the younger set.
Five years previously I had considered it quite usual to take a
taxi to almost anywhere in Budapest, and up to that time I had
never used the Metro. Now, however, taxi fares range from the
high to the exorbitant, depending from where you hail them.
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Postal rates have doubled in the last twelve months. Metro
fares, for foreigners, remain cheap 18 forint (13 pence) for any
distance on one journey. The newer routes M2 & M3 are spotlessly
clean, whilst the older M1 suffers from being badly lit and in
need of major refurbishment.
This was my first experience of taking my own material into
In the past I had sent exhibits by insured post.
Hungary.
Recent changes to customs regulations makes for much aggravation,
with two customs clearances required on both the inward and
Each page of the entry had to be detailed,
outward journey.
giving number of stamps, number of blocks and number of sundry
This detail has to be in six copies. A foreigner must
items.
have a guarantor who signs the entry papers, the sheets are then
sealed and cannot be opened until cleared through the customs
office at the exhibition location. On arrival at the exhibition
location each sheet is again checked and further forms are
completed, and a receipt given to the competitor. For exit from
the country the procedure is reversed. Total time spent in the
presence of customs and various officials, during this visit,
was just over two and a half hours.
None of this information had been indicated to me before I left
for Hungary and there is a great need for precise instructions
to be communicated to overseas entrants, in order to spare them
Although
time consuming and frustrating experience.
this
English is taught in many schools, the predcminant foreign
language, especially in the adult population, is still German,
and my advice to anyone thinking of spending time in Hungary is
to brush up on the German since the Hungarian language is
extremely difficult to master.
However, the 4th International Olympic and Sport Stamp Exhibition
was what I was there for and it had promised much. In the event
the standard proved to be rather disappointing, especially when
compared with recent displays I had seen in England. All
competitors bar one, yours faithfully, were from countries
surrounding or close to Hungary. Forty eight entries had been
submitted; twenty six from Hungary, five from Austria, five from
Czechoslovakia, four from Germany, three from Romania, three from
Russia, and one each from Poland and England. Why I wonder was
only one UK competitor in evidence, and this only because of my
membership of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain?
In fact there was no other English speaking entrant, so the term
International could be considered to have been loosely applied.
The only Gold Medal winner was Dr Bela Simady, President of the
National Federation of Hungarian Philatelists, with an entry
From Heracles to Nurmi- . Although I had always thought
titled
that the origins of the Olympic Games were rather obscure, Dr.
Simady wove a plausible if sometimes tortuous route to support
the contention that Heracles was responsible for the introduction
of the ancient Olympic Games. I was rather intrigued to find a
tenuous link between the cancellation on a pre-stamp cover with
the Games, but the overall structure of the entry, supported
with some rather nice items, certainly gave it an edge over all
other entries.
Two silver medals were awarded, one to my own entry - A Sporting
I was pleased to see this doing well because I
Encyclopedia- .
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Aladar Gerevich, Medal winner at the Olympic Games
1932, 1936, 1948, 1952, 1956 and 1960.
had deliberately refrained from including expensive items, but
had concentrated on outlining the history of as many sporting
events and personalities as possible within the limits of 120
pages.
With over one hundred and fifty recognised sports and
with over two hundred and fifty national and international
sporting associations, it was necessary to be selective. If
there was a criticism it would be that there was too much text on
one or two sheets, but some sports are quite complex and
technical, for example Biathlon, and additional explanations were
required to cover the various elements.
Several of the entries were of very low standard and I was
surprised to find a number of entries with mixtures of used, off
cover, and mint stamps.
Many of the cancellations detracting
from the illustration under discussion. A number of entries did

no more that state what could be seem from the card/cover and in
one case the total entry consisted of row upon row of the
Russian Fostal Stationery Cards issued to mark the 1930 Moscow
Olympics, with little or no text and no introduction to the
exhibit.
Those of us who were privileged to see the special sports
exhibition at Stampex a few years ago would find it difficult to
understand how some of the entries at Budapest had qualified for
I have to say that, with the exception of Dr.
acceptance.
Simady's entry, I do not think that any one of the entries at
Budapest would score sufficiently highly to gain medal status at
an event such as Stampex.
Later this year I will be taking part in Eurofilex '92, dedicated
to Postal History, where my specialised entry will cover the
various postal rates for all types of Hungarian mail during the
This time I do not feel
period 1.1.1900 to 31.12.1904.
encouraged to attend in person for sadly, it seems to me, the
passing of Communism has left an uncertainty about the future
and is breeding, certainly in Budapest, some of the less
attractive features of a Capitalist Society.
For those who search out Olympic type cancellations, those used
during the period of Olympiafila '92 are shown at the beginning
of this article.
*****************************************************************

OLYMPIC
SALES

GAMES
LIST

NIGEL SHIPLEY
31 MALABAR CRESCENT,
ELTHAM. 3095
VICTORIA.
AUSTRALIA.

PRICES

ON

APPLICATION
WANTS LIST ACCEPTED

FOR

SALE

NOW

1. OLYMPIA ZEITUNG 1936
FULL SET BOUND.

9. PINS AND BADGES 1956.
10. CUP, SAUCER AND PLATE 1956.

2. OLYMPIA 1936 BAND 1 6 11.

11. OFFICIAL NUMBER PLATE

3. OFFICIAL REPORT 1956.

1956.

4. PRESENTATION MEDALLION
1 956.

12. FULL SET OF COVERS 1956.

5. OFFICIAL POSTER 1956.

13. OPENING AND CLOSING
CEREMONY RECORDS 1956.

6. FILM POSTER 1956.

14. SOUVENIR TINS 1956.

7. MELBOURNE BID BOOKS
1956 NOS. 2 & 3.

15. PROGRAMS 1956.
ATHLETICS-FULL SET
SWIMMING FULL SET.

8. COMPETITOR AND
OFFICIAL BADGES 1956.

16. MELBOURNE BID MATERIAL FOR
1996- WIDE RANGE.

MELI3OU

RNE—I 956
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CANADA'S OLYMPIC MAILBAG
The Olympic Mailbag is a national programme developed by two
major Olympic sponsors, Canada Post Corporation and Kraft General
Foods of Canada Inc.
Following on the heels of a very successful pilot programme that
ran in conjunction with the Winter Olympics, its an opportunity
for Canadians across the country to show their support for our
athletes competing at the Summer Olympic Games in Barcelona,
For the athletes, it represents welcome messages of hope
Spain.
and encouragement.
The programme consists of having 3,000,000 free Olympic Mailbag
postcards available to the public at Canada Post outlets across
Each postage-paid, pre-addressed, colourful
the country.
postcard has • an area for the public to write their own message
of support to our Olympic athletes.
Once completed, the writer simply removes the instructional
portion and deposits the remaining postcard into any Street
The postcards will be machine processed and
Letter Box.
delivered to the National Philatelic Centre in Antigonish, where
they will be counted and bagged by athlete or team.
The postcards were delivered. via Priority Courier, to the
athletes at an official Canadian Olympic Association event in
Toronto on July 15, 1992. Those received after the 15th were
sent via Priority Courier to Barcelona for delivery to athletes.
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Postcard
The Olympic Mailbag printed piece is made up of three parts
separated by perforations.
The first is a machineable, preaddressed postcard and the other two parts are Priority Courier
and Kraft promotional panels.
The postcard features full colour representations of the Summer
Olympic Stamps and a "Miracle Whip" postal cancellation. The
reverse bears a postage paid indicia, a writing area with the
caption "Dear Athletes/Chers athletes", and the following preprinted address:
The Olympic Mailbag
Le Sac Postal Olympic
PO Box/CP 1992
Antigonish,
NS B2G 2W2
The remainder of the card consists of a CPC panel with a full
colour representation of the Priority Courier logo, plus graphics
and descriptive text, and on the reverse instructions on how to
use the postcards. The third (Kraft) panel contains the Miracle
Whip and COA logos in full colour, and on the reverse, Kraft
recipe tips endorsed by Canadian Olympic athletes.
Distribution
The Olympic Mailbag programme will be executed in stages, through
two separate postcard distributions. The first stage is scheduled
to begin in early of June, and is designed to permit CPC
employees, Heritage Club, Priority Courier customers, and special
interest groups, the opportunity to participate.

Plans currently call for 125,000 cards to be sent by Priority
Courier Marketing to their business customers in a special
Olympic Mailer, 60,000 cards to be tipped into the June issue of
Performance for CPC employees, and another 31,000 cards sent to
Heritage Club chapter presidents for distribution to members and
local youth clubs.
Another 60,000 cards were distributed by the Canada Games
organisation to their athletes and coaches across the country,
and to the public attending their travelling exhibits.
Approximately 30,000 cards were available for CPC divisional
initiatives and other promotional activities, ie. Canadian
Astronauts Programme for distribution to astronauts and support
staff stationed in the US for the next shuttle flight.
Around the same time period, Kraft will begin distributing
approximately 200,000 cards to their employees and customers at
a series of events they are staging across the country.
The second stage consists of a national distribution of postcards
beginning on July 2nd.
Starting that day, postcards will be
available to the public at Canada Post outlets while quantities
last. Approximately 2.5 million cards, will be alloted to the CPC
network according to individual store traffic volumes.
A promotional poster was planned for CPC locations, explaining
the programme to the public, and personal contact was used in
all locations to promote the programme.
Processing
Each postcard meets CPC specifications for high-speed processing.
Mail processing plants will be altered in advance of the
programme and supporting procedures were in effect.
When the cards arrived in Antigonish, N.S., the National
Philatelic Centre staff sorted and bagged the cards for each
group as follows:
General: Postcards of support not addressed to any
particular athlete or team.
Team:

Postcards addressed to a particular team.

Athletes: Postcards addressed to athletes that made the
team.
Bags ready for shipment by July 10, 1992 were forwarded via
Priority Courier to the Delta Hotel in Toronto for the Canadian
Olympic Association's staging of athletes, and for use in
related promotional/media events. Cards addressed to athletes
were delivered to their rooms to await their arrival. Team cards
were delivered to team coaches for distribution to their
athletes, and general messages of support will be used for a
photo opportunity during the official press conference.
Depending on the number of cards received for a particular
athlete, the COA may formally request that these be sent to the
athletes home following the staging.
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I have found information about a
-Touch the Torch"
couple of
pictorial postmarks issued at two
Olympic Stations in Minnesota
on 9 February 1992. One Olympic
Station was in Minneapolis and
the second Olympic Station was in
the neighbouring city of St.
Paul.

As you may be aware, the WORLD COLUMBIAN STAMP EXPO '92 was held
in Chicago from 22-31 May at the Rosemont/O'Hare Exhibition
Centre (site of the very successful AMERIPEX '86 World Stamp
Both the United States Postal Service and the United
Show).
Nations Postal Administration had authorised special postmarks
for the show. It happened that the theme of the second day of
the show was "OLYMPIC SPORTS DAY-.
The United States Postal Service is an official world-wide
sponsor of the Olympic Games. The bald eagle, a symbol of the
U.S.P.S. has appeared on a couple of U.S. postage stamps
highlighting the U.S. sponsorship of the Olympic Games.
Therefore, the eagle is also utilised on the 23 May postmark for
- OLYMPIC GAMES DAY". It is designed by Gary Bennett of Elkhart,
Indiana.
The pictorial postmark from the United Nations Postal Service
includes the logo of the world organisation (similar to the logo
on other U.N. postmarks for other days in the show). On the
stamp, one can see a cyclist, a football (soccer) player and a
(woman?) tennis player.
c;(AMP EXPO'92
23 UAY 7952
z
OLYMPIC

5r.r7: 11:3
0
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0
0
UNITIO
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Apparently 11-15 May was -Olympic Spirit Week- . Illustrated is
a sample of a pictorial postmark used by the U.S. Postal Service
on 11 May in the City of Industry, California showing the
Olympic torch against the background of a flag and text.
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Apparently a similar pictorial postmark was also used that same
day at Santa Anna, California 92799.
On 15 May, similar
pictorial postmarks were used at the U.S. Olympic Spirit Week
Station at Des Moines, IA (Iowa) and Stanhope, IA. I will be on
the look-out if any other communities that week had pictorial
postmarks.
A postmark for the Beverly Hills Little Leagues (a baseball
league for youngsters) was authorised on 4 April., 1992 and
bears the words "OLYMPIC BASEBALL STATION". I would assume that
the U.S. Baseball trials for the upcoming Barcelona Games might
have been held in the Beverly Hills stadium. On 3 April, the
U.S. issued a 29c Olympic stamp for the sport of baseball. This
Beverly Hills postmark also serves as a second-day-of-issue
cancellation for the baseball stamp.
I now have more information on some of the US and UN pictorial
postmarks on the Olympic theme. I have found further information
about series Olympic Spirit Week postmarks. I have now learned
that, in addition to the two Californian and two Iowa postmarks
with the same design, there are now a total of twenty nine post
offices known to have applied this pictorial postmark. The
complete list is:
Knoxville, Tn 37950; Providence, RI 02904; Lincoln, NE 68501;
Bismarck, ND 58501; Falls City, NE 68355 - all on Monday
May 11, 1992
Phoenix, AZ 85026 - postmark used from May 11-15, 1992
Attica, IN 47918 - postmark used from May 11-16, 1992
Omaha, NE 68108, Gallipolis, OH 45631; Santa Barbara, CA 93102;
Ventura, CA 93001; Simi Valley, CA 93065; Santa Maria, CA 93454;
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401; Pismo Beach, CA 93449; Oxnard, CA
93030; Lompoc, CA 93436, Camarillo, CA 93010 - postmarks used
from May 11-17, 1992
Beulah, ND 58523; Rolette, ND 58366; Tuttle, ND 58488; Wing, ND
58495; Hazen, ND 58545; Dunseith, ND 58329; - postmarks used on
May 12, 1992
Wishek, ND 58495; Oklahoma City, OK 73125; Stillwater, OK 74074postmarks used on May 13, 1992
Minnewaukan, ND 58351; Bowman, ND 58623 - postmarks used on May
14, 1992.
From the above; we can see that postal officials made concerted
efforts to publicise "OLYMPIC SPIRIT WEEK" in California (CA)nine times; North Dakota (ND) - ten times; Oklahoma (OK) - two
times; Nebraska (NE) - three times; and one each for Tennessee
(TN); Rhode Island (RI), Indiana (IN) and Ohio (OH). These
twenty nine U.S. post offices utilising the "OLYMPIC SPIRIT WEEK"
pictorial postmarks are in addition to the four mentioned
earlier.
******* **********************************************************
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BRITAIN'S OLYMPIC ROLE
FRANCESKA RAPKIN
(This is a lecture that was given by Francesl.a Rapkin at the
Annual General Meeting of Sports Philatelists International on
30th May 1992 in Chicago).
If anyone needs reminding, 1992 is once again Olympic year. By
the time that the dust has settled on the track, so many stamps,
miniature sheets and other philatelic wallpaper will have been
produced, that it will fill several albums, or paper a good
sized room!
For this reason, if no other, the general Olympic
collector, like the general stamp collector before him, is
probably as dead as the proverbial dodo.
Obviously, the hobby is not dead. There are still plenty of
stamp collectors, and that new Olympic collectors are joining our
ranks is clearly demonstrated by the continuing growth of both
Sports Philatelists International and the Society of Olympic
What has changed, and changed dramatically, is the
Collectors.
way that people collect.
I visited my first international stamp exhibition in Spain in
It was also the first time that I exhibited, and I was
1975.
Mine was the only single
awarded a diploma for my efforts!
country Olympic collection in the thematic class. The others
either covered all modern Olympic Games up to the present time,
or until the outbreak of the Second World War. While I freely
admit that the thematic development in my 1975 exhibit was
insufficient and the collection lacked the philatelic pieces
that I was later able to add, nevertheless, I believe that my
low award had more than a little to do with the fact that, apart
from the classic collections of 1896 and 1906, the thematic
world was not yet ready for a single Olympiad exhibit.
Franco Canepa of Italy was, I believe, the first collector to
win international recognition with an exhibit of a single
Olympiad, namely the Paris Games of 1924. Since that time
Dieter Germann of Germany and I have won international gold
medals with our collections of 1936 and your own Jim Bowman and
Fritz Karpinski of Germany are not far behind.
Today, thematic development counts for more than the age and
rarity of the philatelic pieces, so theoretically, it should be
possible to achieve the higher awards with relatively modern
material.
In practice this is not true, for 15% of the marks
can be earned for condition and rarity. Even if not a single
mark was dropped in all the other categories, which I believe to
be an impossibility, the exhibit would still be short of at least
15 points needed for a small gold medal. On the other hand, even
an International large silver medal is no mean achievement, when
one considers that at least 75 marks are needed; sufficient for
a very respectable B grade University degree!
I believe that many collectors are unrealistic in assessing their
own collections, and truly believe that the jury do not know what

188

I would suggest that, if an exhibit
they are talking about.
which has not been substantially altered, earns the same award on
three consecutive occasions, this should be taken to be a fairly
accurate assessment of the exhibit's worth.
With the exception of the first Games, which fall into the
classic period, 1924 and 1936 are perhaps the only two pre-war
Olympic Games that can be fully developed to an international
I know that American collectors believe that the Los
standard.
Angeles Games of 1932 also fall into this category, but if the
cacheted covers are disregarded, as is necessary according to the
international guidelines because they do not contribute
philatelic information, not a great deal of substance remains.
How then can a collector build a single Olympiad collection when
If the collection is
only limited material is available"
literally limited to the events leading up to and including the
two week sporting extravaganza, then clearly the collection will
have a limited number of pages. If however, instead of building
a collection entitled, for example, "The 194e Olympic Games in
London - , the subject is widened to become "Britain's Role in
Olympic History", the theme is immediately given a much broader
base, even though the central theme of the collection could
still be the 1948 Games. By broadening the base to include all
the Olympic Games where Britain participated, the theme is
immediately expanded to enable the collector to use material
from all Games without feeling obliged necessarily to use all
material.
Britain is one Of the very few countries that has participated
in all Olympic Games, both Winter and Summer, since their
inception.
Britain participated at the Congress of Sorbonne in
1894, has had at least one member representing Great Britain on
the International Olympic Committee since its inception, and
perhaps uniquely, organised its own "Olympian Games" long before
Pierre de Coubertin proposed the revival of the Modern Olympic
Game
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Although Pierre du Coubertin was the man with the vision and the
perseverance to re-establish the modern Olympic Games, he
turned for his inspiration to Britain's Rugby School and its
headmaster, Thomas Allan of "Tom Brown's Schooldays" fame. He
despaired of the French education system's neglect of sport, for
he was convinced that sport was essential to the well-being of
the individual as well as to society as a whole. Sport in one
form or another has been a British tradition for countless
centuries.
Little is known of Robert Dover's Cotswold Olympicks
held at Chipping Camden, other than that they were started in
1636 during the reign of the hapless Charles I, and were finally
discontinued in 1851.
Far more is known about the Much Wenlock Olympian Games started
in 1850 by William Penny-Brookes. "And of the Olympic Games,
which Modern Greece has not yet revived, it is not a Greek to
whom one is indebted, but rather to Dr. W.P. Brookes, now aged
82, still active, vigorous, organising and animating them".
Thus spoke Pierre de Coubertin In 1990 after his return from
visit to Much wenlock in Shropshire, where he had met Cr.
Brookes and had been made an honorary member of the Olympian
Society.
The National Olympian Association was founded in 1865 and the
following year the first National Olympian•Games were held at
They were organised by a Herr Ravenstein, the
Crystal Palace.
Director of the German Gymnastics Society in London, who with
Brookes and Thomas Hulley of the Young Mens Christian
Association, worked together to build the Olympic idea in Great
A winner at these games of 1865 was the cricketer W.G.
Britain.
Grace, who left a match at the Oval for long enough to win the
440 years hurdles! So it is that the bridge between the Cotswold
Olympicks and the Shropshire Olympia Games give the British an
unbroken heritage of 350 years of modern Olympic history.
Although an Olympic Congress has never been held in Great
Britain, London was the host of an Olympic session on four
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separate occasions, in 1904, 190e, 1939 and 1948. More recently,
an Olympic Session was held in Birmingham in 1991 in the newly
opened International Conference Centre; opened directly before
the Session by Her Majesty, the Queen.
A draft plan for such a collection could be:
1.

BRITAIN AND OLYMPISM BEFORE REVIVAL
1.1
1.2

2.

BRITAIN AND THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
2.1
2.2
2.3

7,

Membership of the IOC
Membership of Sub Committees
Congresses and Sessions

BRITISH PARTICIPATION AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES
3.1

3.2
4,

Robert Dover's Cotswold Olympicks
Much Wenlock Olympian Games

Before the Second World War
1896 to 1912
3.1.1
1920 to 1936
3.1.2
After 1948

LONDON AS HOST CITY
4.1
4.2

1908
1948
4.2.1
4.2.2
4.2.3

5.

BRITISH OLYMPIANS
5.1
5.2

6.

Organisation
The Venues
The Sports

Teams
Individuals

TRY AND TRY AGAIN. ENDEAVOURS TO HOST A 3RD GAMES
6.1
6.2
6.3

1992 Birmingham
1996 Manchester
2000 Manchester, perhaps 3rd time lucky

This is a very rough plan and should be considered as no more
than an outline plan with little thought being given to whether
sufficient philatelic material exists to develop the themeto its
fullest extent.
Clearly chapter 4, "London as Host City" needs
to be broken down into further sub-sections, particularly the
paragraph dealing with the 1948 Olympic Games, since this is the
foundation on which the whole collection is based. However,
before we get to Chapter 4, let us take a more detailed look at
the earlier chapters.
Two of Britain's members of the International Olympic Committee
have been depicted on stamps, albeit not in their capacity as
members of the IOC.
The Marquis of Exeter was depicted on a
stamp of the Dominican Republic as Lord Burghley, winner of the
440 metres hurdles in Amsterdam in 1928, while Her Royal
Highness, the Princess Anne has been depicted on many stamps in
her role as the Queen of England's only daughter.
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As already stated, Britain has participated at every Olympic
Some British Olympians have been
event since the beginning.
depicted on stamps as Olympic winners, such as Mary Peters and
David Burghley, others, such as the Princess Royal are shown on
Postmarki, postal
stamps in their more familiar roles.
stationery, booklets and other philatelic material should also
Long before a single item is mounted on the
not be ignored.
page, in depth study of all relevant thematic textbooks, as well
as stamp catalogues is necessary. Yes, it is hard work; but the
sense of achievement when another little piece of the jigsaw
slips into place, makes it all worthwhile.
At this stage, it may be necessary to assess whether individual
British Olympians fit better into the chapter on individual
Games, or in the chapter on British Olympians. My own preference
would be to leave them until the later chapter and to concentrate
on participation and the sports in Chapter 7. This way one
avoids duplication and too much repetition of limited material.
Very little philatelic material is available that relates to the
first Games to be held in London in 1908. The foundation of
this section of the collection will need to be based on the
postmarks of the Franco-British Exhibition with the relevant
dates, supplemented with stamps of and other philatelic items
depicting the sports. Since the Games were officially opened by
King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, they should have a place in
There is no difficulty with this since the
the collection.
British King and Queen have been depicted on several stamps.
Although ultimately a loser, the hero of the 1908 Games was
undoubtedly Dorando Pietro, the. little Italian marathon runner,
who was first into the stadium at the end of the race but was so
exhausted that he had to be helped across the finish line and
was thereby disqualified. His home town produced a handstamp to
commemorate the centenary of his birth, and this too would fit
into the collection at this point.
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By the end of the Second World War, both Pierre de Coubertin and
his successor as President of the IOC, Count Henri BailletThe new President was Sigfrid Edstroem of
Latour, were dead.
Sweden, who, along with King George VI officiated at the opening
ceremony.
The Games of 1948, the "Austerity Games" are only marginally
Britain had only recently
easier to depict philatelically.
finished a horrific war which had left untold damage and hardship
in its wake. Hardly conducive to profligate spending. However,
all is not lost! Austere the Games may have been, but they were
a splendid example of Britain's ability to rise to the occasion.
The centre piece of the these Games, the Stadium where track and
field events were held, was at Wembley, site of the 1924 and
1925 British Empire Exhibition. Although no stamp was issued in
1948 which showed the stadium, Monaco issued a single stamp in
1963 to commemorate the centenary of the British Football
Association showing the famous twin-towered stadium. Another
was issued by Cameroon as a part of a set to commemorate the
1966 World Cup.
It is in the section devoted to the sports of 194B that the
heroes and heroines of 1948, such as Emil Zatopek and Fanny
Blankers-Koen, both of whom have been depicted on stamps, will
find their rightful place.
Material is available. It is not
always easy to find and to make the most of every piece, an indepth study of the subject is necessary. It cannot be stressed
often enough that non-philatelic books relating to the theme are
essential reading.
Only this way is it possible to make the
connection between suitable philatelic items and the thematic
text.

AOSTA, ITALY.
JACA, SPAIN.
NAGANO, JAPAN.
OSTERSUNO. SWEDEN.
SALT LAKE CITY. USA.
SOCHI. USSR.
C

OFFIC IA
,vc VII
I

Session

of the

WAIP

IOC 7/

Birmingham 12 June 1991

SOCIETY OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS
POSTCARD NO. 3
JUNE 15TH 1991. COMMEMORATING THE SELECTION OF
THE HOST CITY FOR THE 1998 OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES.
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As is often the way, the more recent the event, the more material
Care needs to be taken that the collection does not
there is.
become unbalanced by too much emphasis being placed on relatively
minor events.
Both Birmingham's bid in 1992 and Manchester's
bid four year's later can be shown philatelically, and the
problem here is, not what to include, but what to leave out. I am
sure that there will be some interesting items when the time
draws near for Manchester to stake her claim for the Turn of the
Should Manchester be successful, then another
Century Games.
chapter in British Olympic history will be started.
We tend to write about subjects that are near to our hearts, and
of which we have some knowledge. The ideas that I have aired in
my talk can equally be applied to the Olympic heritage of almost
any nation that you care to mention.
On this side of the
Atlantic, you may well decide to see the Games through American
eyes.
Here another two chapters would need to be included. The
British have always tried to keep politics and sports apart, not
always successfully.
When many nations decided to boycott the
1980 Moscow Games, although the British Government of the day
would have liked the British Olympic Association to follow suit,
it was left to the individual athletes to make up their own
minds, and most decided to travel to Russia. The United States
Government however felt itself unable to leave the decision to
the individuals and ordered the American team to withdraw.
Therefore the United States did not participate in 1980 and a
chapter in boycotts and politics will need to be included. This
will of course, need to be carried forward to 1984 which also
were affected by boycotts, this time from Russia.
The Los Angeles Games of 1984 were the first to exploit
sponsorship to the full extent, and this too would need to be
discussed in full in a collection of America and the Olympic
Games.
Los Angeles proved that the Olympic Games need not be
the financial liability that they were in Montreal in 1976, but
can, in fact bring in a hefty profit. In this respect, Los
Angeles has acted as a watershed. Now that it has been proven
that hosting an Olympic Games can bring many benefits, not least
financial, there is an embarrassing clamour every four years
from cities on all five continents, to be invited to host the
next Games.
The general Olympic Collector may be a thing of the past. But
Olympic philately is alive and well. The range of the theme is
only limited by the imagination of the collector and using one
nation's Olympic history as the basis of a collection is only
one facet of the kaleidoscope.
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&is&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

John Crowther, our Auction Manager is always happy to receive
material for inclusion in a future auction. Overseas members are
advised to let John have a list of the material they intend
sending BEFORE mailing the lots. Material should be lotted and
reserve prices included. You will find John's address on the
inside front cover.
dad&d,&&&&&&&&&&&8,&&&8,&&&81&&&&&&&&&&&&&84&&&&8484&&8,&&&&&14&&&&&&&&&&&&
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OLYMPSPORT
Jaroslav Petrasek
(as compiled by Vic Manikian)
TORCH BEARER has had the pleasure of receiving a lot of
information from Jaroslav Petrasek on the energetic sports
philatelic issues from Czechoslovakia. He is the president of
Czechoslovak Olympic and Sport Collector's Society and he was
Czechoslovak National Commissioner for Olymphilex '92. For two
years all the work associated with the organisation of
"Olympsport '91" rested on Jaroslav's shoulders.
Since September 1989 life in Czechoslovakia has changed, with
new public offices and institutions. Now people can vote. and
now there is a government with a parliament. Mr Petrasek is
also active with the voting polls.
Mr Petrasek is a University Professor in Civil Engineering.
Since communist school books are no longer useful he had to
write, and has just completed writing, two books on engineering.
In addition, when time permits, he is active together with his
son in a second profession; this is the management of their
sound studio for the music production of records, cassettes and
CD's.
In past issues of TORCH BEARER it was mentioned that Olympic
Games are about sportsmen and sportswomen, and that the athletes
that are remembered are those who mounted the winner's rostrum.
For Olympsport '91, Jaroslav organised handstamps and meter
cancellations which echoed this sentiment.

OW milli

et

113•

T "r„,./
IrTILAast

•

lei

OlYM•1111`ORT • IMOS

25 LET SPOLECNOSTI

OLYMPSPOT C I- 91

.4%

SLAVNOSTNI ZASEDANI
CUR? BROD 28.9.91

196

I

On the last day of Olympsport 1991 a handstamp (in black)
and a meter (in red) recognised the following Czech Gold
medal winners from the 1936 Berlin Games.
1.

Jan Braak-Felix and Vladimir Syrovatka
(Men's Canoeing, Canadian Pairs 1,000 meters, in a
time of 4 min 50.1 secs).

2.

Zdenek Skrdlant and Vaclav Mottl
(Men's Canoeing, Canadian Fairs 10,000 meters, time:
50 min 35.5 secs).
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JINDRICHOY HRADEC — IRMA
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The stationery commemorated the 55 year anniversary of the
passage of the first torch relay through Czechoslovakia.
II. A cover with a red meter cancellation dated 2.5.92
recognised the following Czech medal winners.
1.

Super heavyweight class - unlimited weight
Skobla Jaroslav (16.4.1899 - 22.11.1959)
(1932 Los Angeles) Gold medal with a total of 380 kg
(1928 Amsterdam Games) Bronze medal with a total of
357.5 kg.

2.

Super heavyweight class
Vaclav Psenicka (26.10.1906 - 25.9.1961)
(1936 Berlin) Silver with a total of 402.5kg
(1932 L.A.) Silver with a total of 377.5kg
(1928 Amsterdam as Light Heavyweight Class) 4th place
with a total of 335kg.
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OLYMPIC TRIVIA

A stade was said to have been the distance that
Herakles could walk in one breath.
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OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES
CAROLINE NEIDL
The modern Olympic Games started in 1896, but it was not until
1924 that a separate event was held in the early months of
Olympic Year solely for winter sports. In 1921, the members of
the International Olympic Committee from Norway, Sweden, France,
Canada and Switzerland expressed the wish to introduce winter
sports as a separate discipline into the Olympic Games. The
following year it was agreed to hold an experimental Games in
Chamonix in 1924, the year that Paris hosted the VIII Olympiad
Although neither the venue nor the conditions
in the summer.
were ideal, the first Winter Olympic Games were so successful,
that it has became a curtain raiser to the Summer Games until
1992 when the Winter & Summer Games were separated.
The city choSen to host the Summer Games also had the option to
hold the Winter Games in the same country. Until the Second
World War, only the Netherlands declined to host the Second
Winter Olympiad in 1928. As Holland has no suitable mountains
for skiing and bob-sledding, St Moritz acted as the host to the
world's winter athletes.
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Philatelically, neither the First nor the Second Winter Olympic
However, a slogan
Games were commemorated with a stamp.
cancellation was used in Chamonix, and a series of cards were
privately produced for the II Olympiad in St, Moritz. It was
not until 25 January 1932 that the United States released the
first. winter Olympic stamp in honour of the Third Games held in
Lake Placid. Three stamps were issued for the Fourth Games held
in Garmisch Partenkirchen in Germany.
On this occasion, the
German postal authorities also issued two postal stationery
cards, with a snow scene on the left of the address side. Two
handstamps were used during these Games, the one for the public,
the other for use at the special post office reserved for the
As early as 1933, Germany started to use slogan
press.
cancellations from many larger towns to publicise the event.
The 1940 Winter Olympic Games were originally planned for
Sapporo, with the Summer Games in Tokyo. Because of Japanese
hostilities in the Far East, the International Olympic Committee
withdrew their invitation in 1938, and the Winter Games were
planned for either St Moritz or Garmisch Partenkirchen, both
resorts still having the necessary facilities. The outbreak of
the Second World War, however, meant that the Games did not take
The 1944 Winter Games were also 'aborted because of the
place.
continuing hostilities, though Cortina d'Ampezzo would have been
the most likely venue.
Interestingly, although each Summer Olympiad has
been given a number, even though it had been
cancelled because of war, this has not been the
Thus, the Summer
case with the Winter Games.
Olympics of 1948 in London were the Games of the
XIV Olympiad, (including the cancelled Games of
1916, 1940 and 1944), the 1948 Winter Games, again
in St Moritz, were considered to be the V Olympic
Winter Games. Switzerland issued four stamps, and
used a special cancellation while the Games were
in progress.
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The VI Winter Games were held in Oslo in 1952, and the 1956 Games
were hosted by Cortina d'Ampezzo. In the 1960's the venues were
Squaw Valley, USA, Innsbruck and Grenoble, and the Games of 1972,
1976 and 1980 were Sapporo, Innsbruck and Lake Placid
respectively.
On each occasion since 1932, the host nation has
released one or more stamps to celebrate the event, and special
cancellations were used while the Games were in progress. Since
the end of the Second World War, many nations .':have also
issued commemorative stamps for the Winter Olympic Games, even
those who did not participate.
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With the exception of ice skating, Great Britain has never fared
particularly well in the snow and ice events. In 1936, Cecelia
College came close to taking the gold medal from the uncrowned
queen of figure skating, Sonja Henie, but had to settle for the
silver medal.
Perhaps she would have mounted the winner's
rostrum in 1940.
Jeanette Altweg brought home the gold medal
for Great Britain in 1948, and after that, we had to wait until
1976 for John Curry to take the men's figure skating title. A
discipline that the British appear to excel at is ice dancing.
Bert Fort and Diane Towler 'led the way in the 1960's, and
Christopher Dean and Jane Torvill have turned ice dancing into a
sublime art with their balletic routines. It will be interesting
to see how long it will be before other up-and-coming young
British skaters are able to take the crown for Britain.
Once again, Olympic Year heralds a crop of new stamps, both for
the Winter and Summer Games.
For anyone contemplating a
collection on this theme, and there is plenty of scope for
development, I would suggest that it is limited to the stamps of
the host and participating nations, otherwise the collection is
likely to become extremely expensive.
********************* ***************************************** **

CMCC(CMCC({(CMCCMC(CCMCC(CCMCMCMCCC(CitittittittC
Franceska Rapkin, the Editor, is always happy to accept small or
large articles for inclusion in TORCH BEARER. Remember, what may
be old knowledge to you, could well be news to other members. We
will undertake to have interesting foreign articles from other
publications translated, but please, obtain the permission of
both author and editor first. Franceska's address will be found
on the inside front cover.
)))))) ))) )))))))))))) ))) )))))))) ) )))) )) ))))) )) )))))) ) )))) )) ))))))
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1992 UK SPONSORS
JOHN MILLER
Following the article in the last issue of Torch Bearer, further
sponsors were noted during June and up to the start of the 1992
Games in Barcelona. By that time the number had increased to 21
and some of those 17 previously listed had undertaken more sponsorship promotions. Some on the opening day of the Games.
Below, are those in the last article about whom I have no additional information. The rest, in alphabetical order, are the more
recent 'additions and those who have offered further information
about their sponsorship promotions.
BROTHER UK, BUDGET CAR HIRE, PANASONIC, PHILLIPS, SEIKO WATCHES;
PROCTOR AND GAMBLE LTD. and VISA INTERNATIONAL.
ADIDAS
Official suppliers of clothing and sports equipment
BROOKE BOND FOODS
The set of forty tea cards described in David Buxton's article
Vol.9 No.3 will be on sale through the Bpooke Bond Picture Card
Department from December 1st. 1992. Application for an order form
can be made to P.O.Box 100, Burnley, Lancs. BB11 1PG.
COCA-COLA
In May, with the co-operation of Little Chef outlets, Coca-Cola
offered a leather and metal commemorative key ring which had a
plastic insert showing the Games mascot Cobi. This was given free
following the purchase of two 16oi drinks. The offer closed on
the 28th of June.
The eight pin badges offered to 'Bronze' prize winners in the
'Olympic Winners' promotion were put on sale at Woolworths stores
on the opening day of the Games, A free can of Coca-Cola was
offered with each badge purchased. It is interesting to note that
these were accompanied by twenty other pin badges of a similar
style but bearing the imprint c 1990 IOC R The Coca-Cola Company
Source, in four lines, on their reverse. The eight used in the
promotion have the imprint c 1990 IOC c The Coca-Cola Company
Premier Taiwan, in three lines. These were duplicated within the
twenty hearing the four line imprint. No advance publicity was
seen and all the stocks were withdrawn on the day the Games
closed, all twentyeight badges having been on sale.
GRANT THORNTON
Another variety of metermark was used by the London NW1 office.
This time the lettering and logo were replaced by a complete
copy of the vignette. Again the metermark is in red.
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3M
Carpets trading under the Scotchgard Protection Moquette label
carried the 3M logo advertising their sponsorship. In connection
with the forthcoming Winter Games, during the later part of 1991
and early 1992 they promoted a competition offering a number of
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prizes. The top prize being a seven night holiday for two persons
at the St.Moritz ski resort. Entry for the competition could be
made on leaflets attached to 3M spray adhesive products. The
closing date was the 10th of January 1992 and the winner was to
be informed by the 31st. of that month.
KODAK
Official suppliers of film for the Games. The
company stationery of this firm included a
Kodak
per-paid envelope showing their logo in the
Official Film
top left corner and a design including their
name and Olympic rings, in the bottom right
of the 1992
Olympic Games corner, under the postage paid box. A boxed
version of the design was used on many of
their products. Some export stocks with the
boxed version in a foreign language were also
on sale in the U.K.
MARS CONFECTIONERY
•
On the day the Games opened, MARS began their instant win, no
purchase necessary 'Olympic Gold' promotion. This offered cash
prizes of between £5000 and £100 to purchasers of MARS bars and
M&M products, if a winning message was printed on the inside of
the wrapper of the particular item they had purchased. This
promotion is still running and claims for prizes can be made up
to 31st December 1992.
MASTER FOODS
This firm is a division of MARS UK Ltd and through its Uncle
Ben's rice products, promoted a 'cash back' scheme along with a
rice storage tin. Apart from the cash refund to purchasers of the
tin, some of the income was donated to the British Olympic Team.
MD FOODS (UK) LTD
The 'Go for Olympic Gold' promotion continued throughout the
Games and for a time after the end. Only up to 'Event 5 the
Hurdles' along with the preceding four winning numbers
(473,211,865,108) has been seen in the national press. The promotion closed on the 2nd. of October 1992.
OLYMPUS SPORT
During the latter half of the Olympic Games collection boxes in
support of the Paralympic Games were placed in their shops. Small
publicity leaflets were put into a pocket alongside the boxes but
there was a limited supply of these and the pocket was often
empty.
RADIO RENTALS
Collection boxes for British Olympic Team were placed in their
shops and window display material declared their official sponsorship appointment. During the games the sales staff wore a
special uniform along with a pin badge showing the BOA logo and
the wording 'Radio Rentals Official Sponsor'.
ROYAL MAIL
This self adhesive vignette was produced in two
sizes; 1.9" for use on official envelopes, letters
and parcels, and 4.75" for use as window stickers
in Royal Mail vehicles.
In addition, the BOA logo and declaration of
sponsorship was used on the following items :HM Forces and International postage rates leaflets; Royal Mail International compendium; new
high values brochure 1992; press release folder for the Gilbert
and Sullivan stamp issue and the two International Aerogrammes
'The Nature of Scotland' and 'Scots Guards 1642-1992'.
The issue of the NVI stamp booklets with Olympics and Paralympics
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logos continued and booklets were still on sale in October 1992.
At present, a collection of the cylinder panes of all these six
booklets now numbers twentyone. With the 'bar' and pane perforation varieties that number can be more than doubled. Added to
that, the
package labels used by the three printers on the
wrappings of 1000 booklets, also indicate a connection with the
Olympics. Examples of the Harrison (red), House of Questa (green)
and Walsall (red, green, orange -two shades- and blue) labels are
shown. Printing colours in brackets. The Harrison label is on
gummed, mat surface paper all the others are on self-adhesive,
polished paper. The labels are approximately 3" X 5.5". Examples
of a hand stamped 'boxed D' have been seen on all the labels.
Shown here on the Harrison example. This hand stamp is applied by
the P.O.S.D. and indicates which stocks are the discount stampbooks that are being sold to retail outlets at a discount price.
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SALISBURYS LTD.
The support given by this firm was to supply luggage for the
British Olympic Team 1992 and they were appointed as the 'Official Suppliers of the Travel Luggage'. Goods labels and window
display posters declaring their appointment and featuring the BOA
logo were used in their shops prior to and during the Games. They
also sold small, soft toy models of the British Team mascot, Edd
the Duck. Part of the funds raised from the sale of the mascots
were donated to the team. Everything was removed as soon as the
Games were over.
TEXACO LTD
A scheme titled 'Star collection gifts' was run by this company
during the period leading up to the Summer Games. A brochure and
the card used for redeeming the 'stars' had the BOA and Texaco
logos printed on them, along with the declaration 'Official Sponsor of the British Olympic Team.
In conclusion I wish to thank the staff of those sponsors who
helped with information and material for this article, particularly those at the Royal Mail, MARS Confectionery, Olympus Sport
and Grant Thornton. I hope their support will continue throughout
the 1994 Winter Olympic Games and 1996 Summer Olympic Games.
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TOPICAL PHILATELIC HOUSE, INC.
SPECIALTIES AND COVERS FOR TOPICAL
AND THEMATIC COLLECTORS
5 EAST LONG STREET - P.O. BOX 15158
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 USA

MATERIALS AVAILABLE ON 10-DAYS
APPROVAL IN ALL THEMES AND TOPICS:
• COVERS WITH FANCY CANCELS OF ALL KINDS: XIX CENTURY, XX CENTURY AND
LATEST MODERN CANCELS
• PRE-PHILATELIC COVERS WITH TOPICAL AND THEMATIC MARKINGS
' LOCALS OF ALL KINDS INCLUDING PIGEON MAILS
ADVERTISING COVERS INCLUDING POSTAL STATIONERY WITH MULTIPLE
ADVERTISEMENTS
' POSTAL STATIONERY AND TELEGRAMS HANDLED BY POSTAL SERVICES
' MINT STAMPS NOT LISTED IN MAJOR CATALOGS AND ALL KINDS OF LOCALS AND
SEMI-PRIVATE ISSUES
' PROOFS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION INCLUDING COLOR PROOFS, BLACK PROOFS,
ARTIST'S PROOFS, BROMIDE PROOFS, DE LUXE SHEETS, DIE PROOFS,
PROGESSIVE PROOFS, ETC.
• IMPERFORATES

SPECIMENS

' ESSAYS

CINDERELLAS

ASK TODAY TO SEE A SELECTION
YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER IS YOUR REFERENCE

Heiko Volk
Olympia-Philatelie
Postlach 3447,- Erhacher Str. 49 • 0-6120 Mfchelstadt • West Germany
Tel. 06061-4899

ISSUING PRICELISTS WITH SPECIAL AUCTION SECTIONS

SPECIALISTS

WE ARE THE TOP
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ALL OVER THE WORLD IN

OLYMPICS
IN OUR STOCK WE HAVE MORE THAN 30,000 ITEMS FROM THE OLYMPIC GAME_ S

1896

ATHENS TO 1994 LILLEHAMMER,NORWAY

STAMPS-BLOCKS-SHEETS
FIRST DAY COVERS
POSTMARKS
POSTAL STATIONERY
AUTOGRAPHS
PICTURE CARDS

Heiko Volk
Olympia-Philatelie
Ertacher StraBe
0.6120 M ■ cnelslactt

Be-suche nach Vereinbarung
TN. 00061-4899
6r elmarkM. 13,ockS.
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