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FRONT PAGE 
I would like to start by welcoming Bob Farley as the new Vice 
Chairman of the Society, in fact, its first Vice Chairman. 
Members who have attended the AGM in the past, will, of course, 
already know Bob, who has been a member of the Committee since 
1986. After my illness last year, I thought that it would be a 
good idea to have someone who could take over at short notice, 
should the need arise. Let me assure you however that, unless 
you, the membership, want a change at the helm, I intend, G'd 
willing, to continue for a long while yet! 

With the May issue you will have received a cover with the slogan 
cancellation being used by the USPS. Our grateful thanks are due 
to our American member, Vic Manikian of Anchorage for supplying 
us with sufficient copies for all our members. You will also 
have seen the note about the SPI meeting in Baltimore during 
BALPEX from 31 August to 2 September at the Hunt Valley Inn. It 
will be the first Convention organised by our sister society in 
the United States, and marks their 25th Anniversary. I will be in 
the States at the time, and will be going to the Convention with 
my husband. It is sure to be an exciting event, so if ybu are in 
the area, why not make a point of attending? 

Congratulations are also due to our sister society in Germany, 
IMOS, who celebrated their Silver Anniversary this year. Their 
celebrations took place in Schwabenheim in May. Unfortunately, I 
was unable to attend their gathering, but by all accounts it was 
a splendid weekend, and we wish them continued success. 

I apologise that it was only possible to let members know about 
the postcard that the Society prepared to commemorate the 97th 
Session of the IOC in Birmingham in June. After repeatedly 
trying to get information from both the Session Organising 
Committee and Royal Mail Birmingham about their special 
cancellation, if any, it was only after the May issue of TORCH 
BEARER was ready for posting that details became available. 
Elsewhere in this issue you will find full details of the postal 
souvenirs that we have prepared. Unfortunately, neither the 
Organising Committee nor Royal Mail Stamps listened to my pleas, 
and there was no cancellation to commemorate Decision Day. We are 
fortunate that the slogan cancellation was used until the close 
of the Session. That slogan, dated 15 June, will have to suffice. 

We have just heard that TORCH BEARER was awarded a silver medal 
at the international philatelic literature exhibition, PHILTEMA, 
held in Balsamo in Italy from 25 April until 5 May. Naturally, 
your Editor is delighted with the award and would like to thank 
all the contributors to the magazine who helped to make this 
possible. Later this year, TORCH BEARER has been entered at 
PHILANIPPON being held in Tokyo, this year's only full 
international exhibition. The magazine has also been entered in 
PANAMPHILEX, a sports and Olympics exhibition, being held in Cuba 
mainly for exhibitors on the north and south American continent. 
Participation in these exhibitions, at minimal cost, brings the 
magazine and Society to the notice of thousands of potential new 
members overseas. 
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MEMBER'S FORUM 
A memorial service for our Society member, the noted and popular 
sports commentator Ron Pickering, took place on Friday 24 May 
at All Souls Church, Langham Place in London. Among those present 
from all areas of sporting life were fellow commentators David 
Vine, Peter Dimmock and David Coleman. Lynn Davies, David Hemmery 
and Daley Thompson were some of the sportsmen present, together 
with representatives of almost all of the major national sports 
associations to pay their last respects. 

********141*####******************44****#####************11 ###$*4 111 * 

Australian member, Dr Stephen Don, a member of the Australian 
Olympic Committee's Education Committee, is looking for the 
presentation card produced by Harrison and Sons for the 1948 
Olympic Summer Games in London. If anyone has a spare example 
for sale, in superb condition, without stains, creases or tears, 
write to Stephen at Australian Olympic Committee, Level 1, Sports 
House, 157 Gloucester Street, Sydney 2000, Australia. 

*******************t********************************************* 

Can anyone solve this puzzle? The illustration shows a cover with 
the 1936 Olympic Summer Games stamps. However, the cancellation 
is from the 1936 Olympic Winter Games in Garmisch Partenkirchen 
dated 16 February 1936. The stamps were released for sale on 9 
May. A few covers have been found dated the 8 May. Officially, 
the cancellation was invalidated on 24 February, but everyone 
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knows that it is possible to postdate a cancellation if one has 
the equipment. However, this cover was discovered among the 
effects of H.H.Walton, a highly respected judge. There were many 
other covers in the collection, and all undoubtedly genuine. 
Close scrutiny under a magnifier also failed to see how the cover 
could have been doctored. Looking closely, one can see that the 
stamps are well tied to the cover and the cancellation has been 
struck cleanly on the stamps. If any member has any answers, 
please let your Editor know. 

***************************************************************** 
CAVEAT EMPTOR! BUYER BEWARE! 

Nino Barberis, one of Italy's leading sports collectors and an 
international judge has responded to the query raised in TORCH 
BEARER Volume 8, issue 1, page 10, regarding the Romanian 1988 
meter cancellation in honour of Seoul. He writes: "As a 
specialist in 'mechanophily' (ED. meter cancellations), a sports 
collector, and also the Secretary of AICAM (the Italian 
Association of Meter Collectors), with over three hundred 
members, I would like to send you my personal opinion on this 
cancellation. This opinion is also shared by my Romanian 
correspondents, from whom I have received some of these meters. 
The views that I am expressing here were also published in a 
recent issue of our quarterly magazine AICAM FLASH. 

We do not know the rules existing in Romania for the use of 
meter machines, but it is very strange that 997. of the imprints 
made by banks, governmental organisations, large companies etc., 
are all of extremely poor quality. Only in Arad is there a 
machine that produces splendid illustrated imprints, not only 
for sport and Olympic subjects, but also for mushrooms, railways 
and other popular themes. These imprints are not rare at all. 
The ones prepared for World Cup Italia '90 were sold for 
approximately ul.00 each. I have informed my Romanian friends 
that the Italian meter collectors are not very happy with this 
policy. We are proud that in the majority of cases, meter 
cancellations have been genuine postal items until now, and have 
not been specially prepared for collectors, as is the case with 
so many present cancellations. As meter collectors, we do not 
like to see a proliferation of products "printed to order" 
without postal necessity. As an international thematic judge, I 
pay very little attention to this type of meter, even if they 
appear to be postally used. 

***************************************************************** 

Australian member, Noel Almeida, has produced a thirty six'page 
A4 booklet with card covers showing the material that is 
available for collectors interested in Melbourne's bid to host 
the 1996 Olympic Summer Games. Entitled MELBOURNE 1996 OLYMPICS, 
the booklet is profusely illustrated and includes covers, 
envelopes and postal stationery cards, as well as Cinderella 
items, such as stickers and pins. An acknowledgement is included 
by the President of the International Olympic Committee, H.E. 
Juan Antonio Samaranch. The booklet is available from Limited 
Edition Covers, PO Box 768, Dandenong 3175, Australia, price 
A$15.00 including local postage. Overseas members should add 
A$5.00 for airmail postage. Only 96 copies have been produced, so 
interested members should not delay in sending for it. 
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NEWS 
Israeli member, Uri Bar Lev, sends details of three stamps 
released on 9 April 1991 to commemorate the 14th Hapoel Games in 
Israel. They were first held in 1928 and were purely a national 
event, but in 1952, after Israel's independence, they were 
broadened to include athletes from overseas worker's 
organisations. Originally named the Hapoel Meet, the name was 
changed to the Hapoel Games in 1985. Like the Olympics, they are 
held quadrennially, in the year preceding  the Olympic games and 
are an excellent preparation for athletes who aspire to be 
Olympic champions. The three stamps, .showing  football, table 
tennis and karate were designed by Miha Galli and Raffi Dayagi 
and printed in offset by E Lewin-Epstein Ltd. 

***************************************************************** 

US member Daniel Keren sent information 
000(Po 	about a stamp exhibition in Anaheim 

WINTER 1992 zy 	11. 	
California at the Sheraton Hotel from 

OLYMPICS 	
3-5 May 1991. ORCOEXPO commemorated the 

t 1992 Olympic Winter Games by issuing  
three cacheted covers showing  speed 
skating, skiing  and ice dancing. The 
exhibition cancellation featured a 
skier. The cost of each cover with 
special cancellation is $1.75 and the 

set of three covers with cancellation is $3.95. Members living  
overseas should enclose two IRC's in place of a stamped addressed 
envelope to Edward G Rosen Enterprises, ORCOEXPO, PO Box 5502, 
Redwood City, CA 94063. USA. 

HONORING WINTER GAMES ft* 	.;"■' 
ALBERTVILLE. FRANCE 	19 yiNNO' 

.1111IP 	, 
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Apr  i 

Alan Sabey writes that 1991 is 
considered to be the International 
Year of Sport. The Sports Council 
is using the illustrated logo on 
the back of their envelopes and 
other items of their stationery 
also carry this logo, which is 
printed in blue. 

***************************************************************** 

Belgium released two stamps on 8 April 1991 in commemoration of 
the European Youth Olympic Games. These games were held in the 
Heysel Stadium in Brussels from 17-21 July and were a part of 
the celebrations to commemorate the 60th birthday of King 
Baudouin and the fortieth anniversary of his accession. 
Youngsters from all European nations participated in many 
sporting contests, including team events, such as basketball, 
volleyball, hockey and football. Individual contests include 
athletics, judo. tennis, table tennis, swimming and gymnastics. 
The event took place under the patronage of the King of the 
Belgians, the International Olympic Committee and the Commission 
of the European Community. 

********************************************************.********* 

Earlier this year an exhibition was held at an art gallery in 
Dean Street of the work of the designer Abram Games. Alan Sabey 
visited the exhibition and sent this report: My purpose in 
visiting this exhibition was that Abram Games had designed the 
3d stamp for the 1948 Olympic Games in London. Although this 
exhibition was advertised in the British philatelic press, the 
Olympic Games stamp was not shown, (which was a sad omission for 
Olympic philatelists). However, it was possible to buy a copy of 
his poster for the Festival of Britain. The items shown in this 
exhibition comprised emblems for various Jewish organisations, 
some early Israeli stamps and covers for books and magazines, as 
well as assorted posters. It was an interesting exhibition for 
those with an interest in graphic art, but there was very little 
for the philatelist. 

************************************************************ * ** 

1991 marks the centenary of 
basketball. San Marino released 
two stamps on 4 June to commemorate 
the event. They were designed by 
Franco Testa and printed in multi-
coloured photogravure on white 
glossy paper in Rome. It is 

650: 	750 	 probable that the game originated SAN MARINO; 
amongst the Incas in the Yucatan 
Peninsula at the time of the Roman 
Empire. However, it was in 1891 
that James Naismith, a teacher at 

the Springfield International Training School, who formulated the 
rules for this indoor game which helped to pass the cold winter 
hours when outdoor sports were impractical. 

*X*** IP** * *MS IF************************************ *********** 

SAN MARINA 

1 1 1 



11(********************* *************************** 

  

JUNEAU 

 

ALASKA 

 

99801 

  

•■•■•■•■■■■ 

As is their practice during Olympic events, the International 
Olympic Committee were using an Olympic meter announcing the 
97th IOC Session in Birmingham during the period before the 
Session. At the time of writing, it is not known when the slogan 
was introduced into the meter, or for how long it was used. 

Particulars of the cylinder numbers and colours of the special 
sports stamps that were released by Great Britain on 11 June 1991 
are as follows: 

FENCING - 22p 
3A 	 lB 	 IC 	 ID 	 1E 	 IF 
Black 	green/ 	vermilion bright 	ultra/ 	grey 

yellow 	 orange 	marine 

HURDLER - 26p 
2A 	 18 	 IC 	 2D 	 2E 
Black 	Green/yellow 	vermilion bright orange ultramarine 

DIVER - 31p 
2A 	 18 	 IC 	 ID 	 1E 	IF 
Black 	green/ 	vermilion bright 	ultra/ 	grey 

yellow 	 orange 	marine 

RUGBY - 37p 
IA 	 18 	 IC 	 1D 	 IE 	 IF 
Black 	green/ 	vermilion bright 	ultra/ 	grey 

yellow 	 orange 	marine 

*.**$************************************************************ 

The United States Postal Service has 
introduced fifty one second-day Olympic 
cancellations!!!! The announcement was 
prefaced with the statement "As a 
community service, the Postal Service 
offers 	pictorial 	cancellations 	to 

	

commemorate 	local 	events 	being 
celebrated in the communities of the 
nation". The service benefits the USPS 
more than anyone else I suspect! The 

announcement was made too late for many Olympic collectors, so 
the USPS extended the deadline for ordering these cancels by 
thirty days. If the pilot scheme proves successful, it is 
probable that future Olympic releases will be given similar 
treatment. Collectors beware! 

*** M************** ************************ *********** ***I** 	** 
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The designs for the four 
stamps that have been 
released 	by . Monaco 
(two se-tenant pairs) to 
commemorate the 1992 
Winter Olympic Games in 
Albertville 	(cross 
country skiers) and the 
1992 Olympic Summer Games 
in 	Barcelona 	(relay 
runners) are taken from 
the statues by Emma de 
Sigaldi, the Monegasque 
sculptress. They are 
to be placed in the 
Olympic 	Museum 	in 
Lausanne. 

#4(***********************************************1)11(*************# 

It is likely that Olympic team medals will no longer'be given 
for three day equestrian eventing after the Olympic Games in 
Barcelona. Richard Meade, the President of the British Equestrian 
Federation, and himself the holder of two Olympic team gold 
medals, as well as an individual gold medal, believes that this 
decision will have a disastrous effect on the sport, since many 
countries build up their junior riders through team events. He 
believes that if there are no team medals, a lot of countries, 
who have no chance of an individual medal, would not attend the 
Games in future. Team three day eventing has been a part of the 
Olympic programme since the 1912 Games in Stockholm. 

ASHTON - FARNON PROMOTIONS 
OLYMPICS ON STAMPS. 

A beautiful composition of 1,000 different @ £50.00 

500 different @ £25.00, 300 different @ £15.00 

or 200 different @ £10.00. 

Money back if dissatisfied.(Unlikely) 

CASH WITH ORDER TO: 

PO Box 76 
Knutsford 
Cheshire 
WA16 9DT 
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AUCTION NEWS 
Alan Sabey. 

The following labels and wafers were sold at the Glass Slipper 
Auction on 15 February 1991. 

LOT 	 ESTIMATE REALISED 

2969 
2970 
2971 
2972 

Circa 1932 Olympics, 	10 cents from Spain 	£10 
Rome 1960. 	Set of two Polish labels 	 £10 
1924 French 50c stamp with CCF perfin 	£3 
1956 Melbourne 11/-ticket for main stadium 
with footballers at top left corner for use 
on 4 December 1956 	 £5 

£10 

£5 

£6.50 
2973 1956 Melbourne, 	similar 	ticket for the 

following day with a gymnast in .corner £5 £7 
2974 1906 Athens - 	label 	in red £5 
2975 British Olympic Committee label 	in con- 

junction with the Franco-British Exhibition 
of 1908 in orange £15 £40 

2976 As above, 	in red £15 £60 
2977 As above, 	in deep blue £15 £95 
2978 As above, 	in dull 	blue £15 £95 
2979 As above, 	in pale turquoise £15 £95 
2980 1912 Stockholm, 	label 	in Arabic script £15 £18 
2981 1912 Stockholm, 	label 	in Russian £5 £6.50 
2982 1916 Berlin, 	label 	featuring winged Victory 

crowning 	the champion. 	(These Games did not 
take place because of the Great War) £15 

2983 1920 Antwerp - Swiss label 	showing a 
helmeted javelin 	thrower £6 £13 

2984 1924 Paris, 	set of 	two labels in green £5 £5 
2985 As above, 	in brown £5 £5 
2986 As above, 	in tan £5 £5 
2987 1936 Berlin, 	set of 	18 oval 	bell 	labels £50 
2989 Romanian 	label showing discus thrower £5 £7.50 
2990 1960 Rome, 	label 	from Kenya with 	lion £7 
2991 1960 Rome, 	label 	showing shot putter in 

front of Olympic 	rings £5 

*************4*************************************************** 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.  

Starting with the first issue of TORCH BEARER in 1992, we will 
be enclosing an interesting and personal souvenir for all our 
members. Only those members who have paid their subscriptions by 
1 February, the date that the magazine is sent out, will receive 
this souvenir. These souvenirs will NOT BE AVAILABLE IN 
RETROSPECT. To avoid possible disappointment, pay your 1992 
subscription, which will remain unchanged for a further year, in 
good time. Full details of this special offer will be given in 
the November issue of TORCH BEARER. 

t * * * ********** * * * I * * * * )I( * X * **** * * * * * * * * 	* * * * * * * 	*** * * 
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ALBERTVILLE 1992 
Bob Wilcock. 

By no stretch of the imagination could Albertville be described 
as an attractive town: at best it is very ordinary, and when we 
were there at Easter the ever changing road works at the approach 
to the town meant a very uninspiring welcome. From the main 
street however, there were glimpses of snow capped peaks to the 
east and to the west, and a drive up to the hilltop town of 
Conflans (now a suburb, but there long before Albertville), and 
one has a superb panorama over the town to the edges of the old 
Kingdom of Savoy towards Chambery. 

It was there, near the hilltop town of Montmelian that once 
guarded the kingdom, that we spent a very pleasant and 
informative afternoon with SOC member Rene Christin, an Olympic 
collector of many years standing. We spent a pleasant evening 
over a bottle of the finest champagne with another member, 
Maitre Maurice Dunand, a former Olympic long jumper for France, 
and now a leading lawyer in Albertville. On our last morning we 
spent an hour with Monsieur Robert, the Albertville Postmaster, 
now well established in the new post office. Much of the 
information in this article came from them, as I am pleased to 
acknowledge. 

THE OLYMPIC STAMPS. 

2 FEBRUARY 1991: LES SAISIES - CROSS COUNTRY SKIING: 
Basic details as in the May issue 
of TORCH BEARER, but a point of 

JA . 	(1 

._ 

N< 	 41,z- s,,, originally scheduled for May 1991 

	

., .giniThwift 	
`f 	(TORCH (TORCH BEARER August 1990, p.122). -.sT.1' 

031"  .1  :099., 	
It appears that the issue was first 

.,,,,),,(09 _. put back to early 1992 (it is 
. 	vlskER j 

<4., 0' 	& 0 	 --" included in the initial list put 
-. S ,,,,,/ 	1,  I_ 	 out by LA POSTE of the 1992 French 
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m 	stamp programme). The design was 
X 	 7z; 	 probably finalised at that stage, 
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and therefore 1992 was included as 
the year of issue. The release was 
then brought forward at short 
notice to 2 February 1991, but the 
design was not modified. 

2 MARCH 1991: MACOT-LA-PLAGNE -LUGE: Ffr. 2.50+0.20. 
Preliminary information on this stamp was given in the last 
issue, but note that the postage value was in fact Ffr. 2.50. 
Previous issues in the sports series were Ffr. 2.30, the current 
first class letter rate for France and the EEC. The Ffr. 2.50 
covers non-EEC Europe. The stamps will remain on sale until after 
the Games and our French friends are convinced that the higher 
rate anticipates a general rise in postage rates before February. 

SKI DE FOND DE FOND 
interest is that the text at the 
foot of the stamps reads "LA 
POSTE  1992". The stamp was 
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La Plagne describes itself on its regular postmark slogan as 
"toute la montagne en 10 stations" (all the mountain [sports] in 
10 resorts). The Olympic bob and luge run has been built at the 
lower levels, beneath the resort complexes, and it is the first 
facility reached after leaving the village of Macot-la-Plagne, 
in the foothills. The first day ceremony took place in a 
temporary post office in the "Gallery of the [Alpine] Chimney" in 
the village (open from 09.00 until 18.00 on Saturday and Sunday). 
There was also a special posting box in the regular sub post 
office from 09.00 until 12.00 on the first day. 

There are two errors in the first day postmark. Firstly, and 
this applies to all the postmarks so far, the main text is "XVI 
JEUX OLYMPIOUES...", without the "S" to which the Olympic 
booklet was changed (see May TORCH BEARER). Secondly, the name 
"MACOT" should have a circumflex accent, as can be seen on the 
illustrated first day cover. This cover was issued in a limited 
edition of 500 by the Club de Bob et Luge de la Savoie" (CBLS) 
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20 APRIL 1991: PRALOGNAN - CURLING: Ffr. 2.50+0.20. 
Curling is a demonstration sport 
and, as the French stamp magazine 
TIMBROSCOPIE describes it "like 
whisky and golf, curling comes 
from Scotland" 	(!). The first day 
ceremony was in a temporary post 
office in the multi-purpose sports 
hall in Pralognan (open from 09.00 
until 18.00 on Saturday and Sunday, 
with a posting box for the first 
day cancellation at the post office 
on 20 April, open from 09.00 until 
noon. 
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FIRST DAY POSTMARKS. 

All the first day postmarks come in 
two types. The cancellation at the 

2504120 L . G 
venue is a proper handstamp, but 

It:W .1  

	

: 	 the postmark applied to official 

	

; 	 LA POSTE first day covers and 

	

ic4 ,i , 	,_,_;...._ 	souvenir folders etc, is a printed 14 ••••<.:_...._.,CP: 
cancellation. 	The 	obvious 

IPHINIUSSi  

	

',JQQP,g7-1 	 \.,•/MP/Q0 	difference is that the printed , 
' 	 ‹ss, 	cancel is a solid jet black, while 

,\Ek.104,
-P 	"S. the handstamp is a softer, lighter 

colour. There are differences in 
m the size and the spacing of the 

X  letters, most noticeable in 
relation to the words "Premier 

2mAim 	Jour" which on several of the 
27 	 printed cancels is placed much 

lower 	and 	closer 	to 	the 
illustration (which incidentally is 

the pictogram of the sport). The differences can be seen by 
comparing the hand cancel on the CBLS FDC for the luge stamp on 
the previous page and that illustrated above left. 

The first day of issue in France is usually a Saturday, and the 
stamps are only available on that day in the place of issue. 
General sale is two days later (usually a Monday). As in other 
countries with a similar system, the stamps can be taken to 
different places for "unofficial" first day postmarks. (There 
are a number of very interesting unofficials from the USA for 
1932 and 1984 stamps). Illustrated is a cover with a ski jump 
stamp cancelled by the Albertville slogan for the first day with 
the Courchevel handstamp used as a cachet. 
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REGISTERED FIRST DAY COVERS. 

The system for registration in France has changed in recent 
years. For internal registration a multiple form is used, rather 
like Datapost 'documentation in Britain and elsewhere. The form is 
completed by the sender, who keeps the top copy as his receipt 
and certificate of posting. The form is stuck to the back of the 
letter, with the bold blue on yellow "RECOMMANDE" tab folded onto 
the front. The different sheets of the form are detached as 
controls; the last copy being signed by the recipient on receipt. 

The team from Chambery Post Office who have manned the temporary 
Olympic post offices have had with them these new national 
registration documents, but not the numbered labels for 
international registration. This caused problems for the earlier 
Olympic issues, when staff had to be despatched to the nearby 
post office to obtain the registration labels for international 
use. The team are now more organised. The system makes it hard to 
estimate the number of registered first day covers for any issue, 
because those sent within France are not serially numbered. Rene 
Christin estimates that between forty and fifty are sent 
internationally with perhaps a similar number within France. 

PHILATELIC NOTICES. 

Mention has been made previously of the A4 size souvenir sheets 
issued by the Postal Museum in Paris. LA POSTE releases details 
of forthcoming stamp issues on an A4 size "Notice Philatelique". 
This includes a coloured illustration of the stamp (not a copy 
of the stamp itself), and gives details of the stamp and 
information about the subject. These cannot be obtained 
,individually from the French Post Office, but only on an annual 
subscription for all issues. 
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FIRST DAY NOTICES. 

LA POSTE also issues First Day Notices for all French stamps. On 
AS sized card these have a copy of the stamps affixed, tied by a 
printed first day cancel and embossed with the seal of the 
French philatelic printers at Perigeux. These are, to my mind, 
much better than the first day folders published for the Olympic 
stamps, but again, cannot be obtained separately by mail order 
from the Philatelic Bureau. It is possible to buy them 
individually for 10 francs at philatelic counters at the main 
post offices. 

OLYMPIC BOOKLETS, 

More information is now available on the Olympic booklets, and 
they can be listed more systematically than in the March 1991 
issue of TORCH BEARER. 

1. 10 FRANCS: The stamps were printed on press TD6-7, over 
just four days, 20-23 February 1990. The cover was made on 
press 9, which is formatted to produce booklets 78 x 26mm 
gummed at both ends. The "D" on the front cover indicates 
that the booklet is intended for machines "distributeurs". 

2. 20 FRANCS: The "D" on the cover again means that it is a 
machine booklet (and does not stand for "discount"). The 
cover is again from press 9. As previously reported, they 
were for a new type of machine in public places in an area 
east of Paris, and the first machines were brought into use 
in June 1990. 

3. 23 FRANCS (FOLDED): The text is in black, with again the 
distinctive "D" on the front. On the reverse is the figure 
"8" for the press that is set up for the folded format, 
72 x 26mm. My dated copy was printed on 4 October 1990. 

4. 23 FRANCS: POSTAGE RATES ON REVERSE. There were three 
printing runs for this booklet, on 8 February 1990, from 
14-19 February 1990 and from 5-30 March 1990. The covers 
were produced on press 9, and the booklet was for 
distribution over post office counters. 

5. 23 FRANCS: "FAITES DE LA MUSIOUE". Text is in black (with 
red musical note on the reverse). Press 9 was used for the 
cover, which is numbered 9.1. One million booklets were 
printed in the first fortnight in June and released 
immediately in support of "Make Music Day", 21 June 1990 
sponsored by the French Ministry of Culture and La Poste, 
with the aid of the organisation "SACEM". This is the 
Society of Authors and Composers of Music, whose principal 
responsibility is to collect music royalties for composers 
from the use and broadcasting of music in France. I am sure 
that you never realised that Olympic philately would teach 
you about the French system for collecting royalties! 

6. 23 FRANCS: ALBERTVILLE. These booklets were numbered 9.2, 
apparently because their printing followed booklet 9.1 at 
23 Francs. However, the sharp-eyed among you may have 
spotted what I missed in the illustration of the column of 
the Olympic booklets in the last issue. The numbering "9.2" 
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is missing from the cover of the fourth booklet from the 
top. The booklets were apparently printed in five columns, 
and the error occurs in three columns of the five, although 
whether in the same position in each column, I have not 
established. The error seems not to have been corrected 
during the printing. I have seen it from printings dated (on 
the fifth booklet in the column) 18 December 1990 and 
7 January 1991. The booklets were officially released on 
8 February, exactly one year before the Games, but they 
were pre-released in some places. The earliest date reported 
is 16 January, from the Postal Museum in Paris, of all 
places. The "error" is not surprising, since it is unusual 
in France for booklets of ordinary definitive stamps to have 
specific release dates. 

7. 23 FRANCS: SELF-ADHESIVE STAMPS. There appears to have been 
a further printing with control number (my copy is 24188-3) 
in the left selvage. Further details, including dated 
copies, are awaited. 

8. 23 FRANCS: ST. PIERRE ET MIQUELON. The booklets have folded 
covers 72 x 26mm, printed on press 6. My copies contain 
stamps printed on 31 August 1990. (Issue date was October). 

OLYMPIC PHONECARDS "TELECARTES". 

Telecarte collecting is all the rage in France. With an estimated 
150,000 collectors, and the superb Olympic card sponsored by 
Yoplait, the issue of 400,000 was sold out at the France Telecom 
offices in ten days. The Yoplait card was issued only with 50 
units, but another card sponsored by the Paris Mint (Monnaie de 
Paris), advertising the official Olympic coins, was issued with 
50 or 120 units. France Telecom, members of the Club Coubertin 
and Official Olympic Sponsors, have issued two designs of card, 
one featuring a skier on the front and the other a female skater 
(both on a blue background), with a text on the reverse referring 

121 



Front. Reverse 

131 ieiirèb Iiivuo)11 111 

rel IC 07.7. 1  
Cele cane ne pent eve vennue 

N. 0050 9510101g. scene 

0•I07 	1 
12:353.5 

La Comeweicatise ON 711400' 

7. ow I. Wanness, • 75007 (  TEL  

EN CAS DINCIOENT 
— weft le 13 ou 00,1*e0-0005 

1 none Awes de 

TELECAR 
50 UNITES 

'>+ 
r ouvrir dechirer'ici 

TELECARTE 
50 UNITES 

§ 	EN CAS OINC1DEN7 
8 enneet le 13 on xnessemous 
•• 	I wne 

 
0/1000 00 

ITLE-comie 
Gene cane ne neul else ntnoue 

001 Win embenooe seem 

.1 BO C  -C1 
Rig ic 

La Publicill inn In Tel ice eta 
t. et Monnesiol, • 70001 001 

. 	 
j' 'c 	TELECARTE 50 

FRANCE TELECOM, 
MAITRE CYCEUVRE ET OPERATEUR 

DES TELECOMMUNICAllONS, 

PREPARE DES AUJOURD'HUI 
LES XVIhmes 

JEUX OLYMPIQUES D'HIVER 
POUR QUE DEMAIN 

LE MONDE ENTIER Y PARTICIPE 

r TrlICOM  Ile  4  -"mt4  
ou mom utv rep. iv Lit 

TELECARTE 
50 UNITES 

EN CAS Er INCIDENT 
ioNnee 1e 13 on aNesseneens 

von. AON'o7 717  

Cell 09019. pew 
Q. 	0900119. Yet 

I 	I 
RigN 

La Pubkite tee la 
7. rue de leonnesene • 75007 Pans 

122 



HAUTELUCE 

:;'V.:11NAI RE 
':'^  	''' "1'R 
fst!1 

I 
 OrtiCr:t 

c-t' 

 

,..._ 

u'. Cr, m:':•,7U:S 
AL10,:r.•!Ip,.. 

BORDEAUX CENTRE CE TRI 

;21.11.9e 	GIROS DE 

to France Telecom's Olympic sponsorship. Both the designs were 
issued with 50 and 120 units, and the 50 unit skier exists with 
two varieties of the chip to record the units. (French cards use 
a chip, rather than the magnetic strip used in Great Britain and 
some other countries). On some cards the chip is etched on an 
off-white background (known as an SI-4 chip), while the other 
cards have a chip with a black screened background (SI-5). 

In summary, the details of the cards are as follows: 

1. Voplait 	 50 units 	400,000 
2. Fr. Telecom skier 	a) 50 units 	500,000 

ai ) SI-5 chip 
b) 120 units 	500,000 

3. Fr. Telecom skater a) 50 units 	500,000 
b) 120 units 	500,000 

4. Monnaie de Paris 	a) 50 units 	100,000 
b) 120 units 	100,000 

SLOGAN POSTMARKS. 

December 1990 
December 1990 

December 1990 
February 1991 
February 1991 
March 1991 
March 1991 

A new Olympic slogan postmark is 
being introduced at Hauteluce, 
the village beneath the resort of 
Les Saisies, the venue for the 
cross country skiing and biathlon. 
The design is as per the 
illustration, and the date of first 
use is awaited as we go to press. 

On 12 January 1991, a new slogan was first used at Les Menuires, 
intended to be used until 12 January 1993. This shows just the 
town logo and does NOT refer to the Olympic games, so it seems 
that there will not be an Olympic slogan from Les Menuires. 

POSTAGE METERS. 

A.G.F. Olympic meters are 
now in use at most, if 
not all, branches of the 
A.G.F. (official insurers 
of the Games). However, 
in the smaller towns, 
A.G.F. 	offices 	are 
agencies, and these are 
not using Olympic meters. 
This includes the office 
in Albertville itself, 
although the agency is 
known as "Albertville 
Olympique". 

Arjomari are the official paper suppliers, and I am able to 
illustrate two different meters, plus a meter from Evian, the 
official mineral water suppliers. Generale Sucriere, whose sugar 
cubes with Olympic wrappers were almost impossible to find 
during our Easter visit to Paris, are also using an Olympic 
meter. At the time of writing, the most recent company to adopt 
an Olympic slogan in their meter cancellation is Renault, who 
will be providing the 	transportation for athletes, officials 
and the Olympic Family. 
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There are numerous vignettes and stickers in the shop windows in 
Albertville, surrounding resorts and -towns, and indeed, 
throughout France, for example advertising Mars and M&M's, 
Olympic coins and other products from sponsors. There are not 
that many available to the general public. COJO have a free 
sticker of the logo and of MAGIGUE, the Games mascot. Andre have 
published three postcards with self-adhesive peelable labels of 
the logo, Magique and the panorama of the Olympic sites, 
(expensive at between 11 and 15 francs). There are three palette 
shaped labels, a set of four circular labels "Jeux d'Hiver 1992" 
showing a downhill skier, slalom, a speed skater and "surf" (a 
skier on a wide single ski board). There are commercial vignettes 
from Arjomari, AGF, Yoplait, SNCF (French Railways), and La 
Paste, advertising their sponsorship of the torch run (two 
varieties of label are known, one with "Albertville 92" in 
red, the other in blue. La Plagne has a circular vignette 
mentioning that it is a "Station Olympique 1992". Last Easter, 
it was easier to obtain one without the Olympic mention. 

When we were at Les Saisies at Easter, representatives from the 
newspaper "Ouest France" were giving out stickers for a regional 
fair in May, with a bold Olympic insert. Cars arriving at the 
fair with the sticker in their rear window could win a prize. 
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OTHER NEWS. 

In the Summer of 1989, the third "Jeux 
D'Avenir", games for the stars of the 
future, took place in Paris. There was a 
handstamp for the event, but it was 
unannounced and unremarked until it 
was too late for collectors to obtain 
their own copies. Incorporated in the 
design was the Albertville Olympic logo 
and a mention of the Club Coubertin. 

Moving forward, Club Coubertin members, 
including "La Poste", are holding a 
major exhibition in Albertville in 
September. An Olympic handstamp is 
expected and "La Poste" may well issue 
a postcard or postal stationery card. 

The next Olympic sports stamp issues are now expected in August, 
rather than December, from Val d'Isere (downhill) and Tignes 
(artistic skiing). 

During the Games, commemorative postmark facilities will mostly 
be available from existing sub-post offices in the resorts, but 
a temporary post office is planned for outside of the Olympic 
stadium in Albertville with six counters. There may also be 
temporary special post offices in some resorts; alternatively, 
a mobile post office may be used. Cojo '92 have not apparently 
been in favour of including a philatelic exhibition as a part of 
the Olympic Arts programme, but efforts are being made to get 
something organised after all. There is a general philatelic 
exhibition in Albertville in October. 

The Fifth Paralympic Winter Games will take place at Tignes-
Albertville from 21-28 March 1992, the first time that the 
Winter Paralympics have been held at Olympic venues. It is 
anticipated that there will be seven hundred and fifty 
participants from twenty two countries. These Games will also be 
marked philatelically, and we shall publish details in TORCH 
BEARER in due course. 

***************************************************************** 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!  

Starting in February 1992, each issue of TORCH BEARER will 
contain a very special souvenir. Each souvenir will be numbered, 
the number relating to your personal membership number.  NO EXTRA  
SOUVENIRS WILL BE PRODUCED. They will only be sent to those 
members who have paid their 1992 	subscription before the 
February magazine is sent out. These souvenirs will not be 
available to the public, and when completed in two or three 
years, they will be a valuable and sought-after Olympic memento. 
Further details will appear in the December issue of TORCH 
BEARER. 

11(*******************************************i******************** 
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PERIODIC CATALOGS ISSUED. 
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consignment brochures are available upon request. I purchase single items or entire collections. 
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EXFIME '90 

Details of EXFIME '90 were received just as the March issue of 
TORCH BEARER was being put to bed, and there was more information 
than space available. Hence the slight confusion at the end of 
the article. Most of the information was correct, but the 
miniature sheet which had been anticipated, was not in fact 
issued, only the 45 pesetas stamp featuring Miro's famous logo 
to mark European Tourism Year. 
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The deluxe proof sheet was issued, and this, and the postmark 
looking forward to OLYMPHILEX '92 are the items of Olympic 
interest. The sheet was not postally valid. We are now able to 
illustrate it, with the actual stamp placed over the illustration 
on the sheet and postmarked with the OLYMPHILEX '92 handstamp. 
Also illustrated on the previous page is the Olympic souvenir 
cover. 

GYMNASTICS: PALAU ST. JORDI. 

Joaquim Blum was a Spanish gymnast who won three gold medals and 
a silver medal in the 1957 European championships in Paris. 
Before he could achieve his Olympic potential, he was killed in a 
plane crash. Since then there has been an annual international • 
gymnastics competition in Barcelona named.in his memory. The XXII 
event was held in December 1990 at the same time as EXFIME '90 in 
the new Palau St. Jordi at Montjuic, which will be the venue for 
gymnastics during the Games. The event has been advertised by a 
roller cancellation in previous years, and this year there has 
been a temporary post office and a handstamp which shows a female 
gymnast on the beam and a male on the parallel bars. This is the 
first handstamp from this Olympic venue, and it can be found in 
both grey and black. 

There is an additional Olympic connection in that the event 
marked the West European judging debut of Nadia Comaneci. The 
medals were awarded to Vitaly Scherbo in the men's event and to 
Svetlana Boginskaya in the women's competition. It remains to be 
seen whether they will win medals when they return to Palau St 
Jordi in 1992. 

MEMORIALS 
JOAQUIM BLUME 	Primer mats-segells, 

commemoratiu en el 
Z III JOAN DE LA LLERA PALAU D'ESPORTS SAN1 JORDI C) 

z  o 

XU 

1-2 DES. 1990 
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1991 STAMP ISSUES. 

7 March 1991: Three stamps designed by Perico Pastor: 
15 + 5 ptas: 	Modern Pentathlon (new local rate) 
25 + 5 ptas: 	Canoeing (new national letter rate) 
45 + 5 ptas: 	Rowing ( E.C. letter rate - unchanged) 

As with previous issues, the stamps are printed in offset 
policolour, on phosphorous paper, sized 26.8 x 40.9mm, perforated 
13.75, in sheetlets of twelve stamps. The total printing was 3.9 
million stamps. 

The choice of Perico Pastor as artist is most appropriate, since 
he comes from La Seu d'Urgell, the Pyrenean town close to the 
border with Andorra, where the white water slalom canoeing 
events will be held. Perico Pastor is reported as commenting 
that, although they say that the canoeist should just allow the 
canoe to be carried along by the current, it is not as easy as 
that; the same force that powers the current lifts and disturbs 
the waters and threatens to overturn the canoe. At all times the 
skill is in not going against the force. 

By contrast, the rower is a being of 
calm before the dawn, before fishing 
boats return to waken the port 	 he 
must sit still in his minuscule sliding 
seat, with shoulders straight and 
hands level; legs flexed and oars flat 
against the calm waters. The stamp 
reflects this calm, in contrast to the 
dynamism of the man and waters in the 
canoeing stamp. Modern pentathlon 

reflects the combination of ancients sports and military skills. 
Using just a light grey colour, the artist aimed with a few 
outlines to show the linking of the elements of the competition. 
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The first day postmark depicted a canoeist and was available in 
Madrid as well as in Barcelona. At the temporary Olympic post 
office in the Edifici de les Aigues building, there was an 
official issuing ceremony, at which the artist was present. A 
handstamp was available, "Cobi Greeting", a drawing of a three-
handed Cobi greeting the world. Manuel reported considerable 
difficulty in having first day covers registered at the temporary 
post office, and in the end, had to take them to the main post 
office and have them registered from there. He suspects that 
registration facilities may not be available from many of the 
temporary post offices during the Games, and that they may well 
be only souvenir handstamp centres. 

Rowing is to take place at Banyoles 
and 	Castelldefels 	and 	the 
illustrations above and on the 
previous page show souvenirs on 
postal stationery (Banyoles) and an 
envelope 	from 	Castelldefels 
Olympic office. There may well also 
be souvenirs from La Seu d'Urgells, 
but to date, nothing has been seen. 

A CHILD'S DESIGN. The third stamp 
in the series, previewed in 
the March issue of TORCH BEARER was 
issued on 12 April. 10 million were 
printed. The winning design by Ana 
Perello Rebasa from Pollensa on the 
island of Mallorca, was elected for 
its expression, bursting with 
colour, a firm hand and excellent 
composition. Fire and water, the 
essential elements of life, the 
orange sun above, shining through 
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the Olympic rings, a sky with changing colours - greens, ochres, 
blues and several shades of yellow contrasting with white clouds 
the Olympic colours and more, representing the flags of all 
nations, and beneath, two yachts rise from the sea bringing the 
people of the world to Barcelona in the true Olympic spirit. The 
first day postmark itself is not Olympic, but there are two 
postcards, one depicting just the winning design, the other 
also shows the two runners up. Bob Farley reports similar 
postcards for the second competition. Does anyone know of 
postcards of the winning stamps from the first competition in 
1989? 

OLYMPIC METERS AND POSTMARKS. 
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There is a new meter from Kodak in Madrid with the Olympic logo, 
which replaces the meter "Kodak Color Olimpico" which was shown 
in the August 1990 issue of TORCH BEARER (p.129). The Olympic 
offices or authorities in various towns that are to host Olympic 
events are introducing Olympic meters and Olympic postmarks are 
being introduced in the post offices. Both types have been used 
in Sabadell, the venue for soccer in the Nova Creu Alta stadium, 
and from La Seu d'Urgells. There is a meter from Granollers 
(men's handball up to the semi-finals, and some women's matches, 
in the new municipal centre Palau Municipal.) We can confirm 
that the Barcelona meter, showing the logo, is in use in all 
three machines, (4263, 5788 and 16620) and with the various 
supplementary texts. I would welcome confirmation of meters and 
postmarks from other venues. 

EXPOFIL ESPORTS OLIMPICOS. There was an 
exhibition of sporting philately at Vilanove 
I La Gelteu on Sunday 21 April 1991, and an 
Olympic handstamp was available. The text is 
in Catalan only and not in Spanish. 

The COOB • meter or the Ayuntamiento meters have been used on a 
number of occasions to frank privately produced envelopes 
marking events in the pre-Olympic calendar. Examples are: 
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5 November 1990 	Announcement 	of the winners of the 
Olympic poster competition. 

MAMBO DERMA SANCWZ 
Apbo. 24344 

08050 BARCELONA 
-SPAIN - 

4 February 1991 	First day for ticket applications. 

13 March 1991 	Official presentation of the Olympic 
Torch for 1992, designed by Andre Ricard 

VIGNETTES. 

© ■ sser coos112. S A TM 

As well as introducing Olympic meters, 
the Olympic offices and municipal 
authorities in the various venue towns 
are issuing vignettes. There is a 
vertical and horizontal format that 
appears to be common to all. Free-form 
stickers of Cobi participating in the 
various sports are also available, and I 
can now illustrate the Cola Cao sticker 
from a box of the drinking chocolate 
powder. More COOB sheetlets have 
appeared since the last mention in 
TORCH BEARER (March 1991 pp 25). There 
are nineteen to date. Further details 
in the next issue. 
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POSTCARDS. 

The intrepid Manuel has triumphed again! Bob Farley found a card 
from the NH Hotels chain in Barcelona. We sent a photocopy to 
Manuel, who went to one of the hotels, only to be told, as might 
have been expected, that the cards had been distributed to 
hotels throughout Spain, and that the hotel which he visited had 
none left. However, Manuel found the name of the artist, 
(Franceso Artigau) rang him, then went to see him. He was 
apparently most impressed that his cards had reached Great 
Britain and Manuel came away with a few sets of all the six 
cards that he had designed. He offered to sell the original 
paintings for ii75.00 each The six designs are: 

1. Athletes in the stadium. 
2. The artist and a female gymnast being drawn doing a 

handstand.. 
3. Handball, with the Olympic stadium under construction in 

the background. 
4. A rhythmic gymnast with a ball on her shoulder. 
5. Two jugglers on a lunar-like landscape with stadia etc. 

under construction. 
6. A boy and a girl sitting at a table overlooking the 

stadium tower. 

The text on the reverse of all the cards reads "Original de 
Franceso Artigau para NH Hoteles con motivo de la Barcelona '92 
Sede Olimpica". 

La Vanguardia: Catalunya Universal. The Spanish newspaper, La 
Vanguardia has published a series of cards under the title 
CATALUNYA UNIVERSAL. Three are known so far showing Olympic 
venues, the exterior of the Montjuic Olympic stadium, the 
adjacent Palau St Jordi (numbered 2<14>) and the Olympic 
velodrome at Val d'Hebron (No. 3<15>). 
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Dry Martini Bar. Again, a used copy turned up and Manuel promptly 
visited the bar. It is a decidedly up-market cocktail bar, with 
even Coca Cola at 	3.00 per glass! However, Manuel managed to 
come away with several copies of their humorous advertising card. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PARTICIPATION. 

It is possible that South Africa will compete in the Olympic 
Games for the first time since 1960. It was suspended from 
membership of the International Olympic Committee in 1970. The 
international sporting boycott has caused immense pain to the 
government and the white minority of the country and has helped 
to force its hand in liberalisation. The IOC delegation of the 
Apartheid and Olympism Commission, led by Judge Kaba M. Baye, 
visited Johannesburg in March. The last visit to South Africa by 
the IOC was in 1967 with a delegation, led by Lord Killanin, 
the year before the Olympic Games in Mexico. It served only to 
harden the IOC's attitude of South African exclusion when four 
black members of the commission were humiliatingly treated by the 
white functionaries. The decision on whether or not to allow 
South Africans to once again participate at the Games will 
probably be taken during the IOC Session in Birmingham. 

4c**11(*###***;k4(##*****************************************M*****# 
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MANCHESTER, BRITAIN'S HOPE 
Franceska Rapkin. 

London's Olympic campaigners were left to rue the time that they 
had wasted with their squabbling, when the thirty three voting 
members of the British Olympic Association decided to give 
Manchester a second chance at winning the Games for Great 
Britain, in spite of having failed to win them for the north-west 
in 1996. Bob Scott, the driving force behind Manchester's Olympic 
aspirations, learned a great deal about the reality of the IOC 
during that bid. He will embark on the new campaign with prior 
knowledge of what is required. He pointed out that Lillehammer, 
the hosts for the 1994 Olympic Winter Games, received only eleven 
votes when they first bid for the Games, but were successful on 
the second occasion. 

Manchester has already fourteen venues in existence and aims to 
have a further eight under construction by the time of the IOC 
meeting in 1993, when who will host the Games of 2000 will be 
decided. Bob Scott knows that one of the reasons that their last 
bid was unsuccessful was because of the absence of completed 
venues. The BOA insisted that whoever got their vote must agree 
to build three new facilities in the next two and a half years. 
These might include the new arena in Bolton for wrestling, the 
King's Dock Arena in Liverpool for table tennis'and the yachting 
in Pwllheli in north Wales. 
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Manchester hopes that work on the main Olympic stadium will have 
started, which will probably be located at Barton Cross on the 
Manchester Ship Canal. It is hoped that it will be of interest to 
the Football Association as a new national stadium, and that 
Manchester City FC may move from Maine Road. The Barton Cross 
complex would be ideal, since the athletic stadium, swimming pool 
and main arena would be adjacent to the Olympic Village. 

The Manchester team has had six years experience of campaigning. 
It is well-tried and trusted and has enthusiastic support from 
sportsmen like Steve Cram, Howard Kendall, Bobby Charlton and 
Allan Wells. It knows the problems of bringing the Games to 
Britain and estimates its expenditure on running the Games at 
2000 price levels, and hopes to end' up with a £190 million 
profit. Bob Scott said: "It is a more than £1•-billion project, 
but getting the Games is a good bargain". 

Manchester will face stiff oppositiorr. At-J3resenty-Berlinf,Peking 
and Sydney have formally announced their candidatures, while 
Milan, Brasilia and Istanbul have also been mentioned as possible 
contenders, although there have been no official declarations of 
intent. The reunification of Germany gave Berlin an early edge, 
but their bid, focussed on the refurbished 1936 Olympic stadium, 
may run into problems if Germany's social and economic 
difficulties intensify before the IOC vote in September 1993. 
Sydney seeks to capitalise on the favourable impression given by 
Melbourne during the contest for the 1996 Games.Their excellent 
facilities and superb climate suggests that they may emerge as 
the favourites. There is also a feeling that the Games of 2000 
may return to the Asian region, and Peking's competent handling 
of last September's Asian Games has clearly shown that the 
Chinese are capable of taking on the unique demands of the Games. 
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MELBOURNE 1956 
Bob Wilcock. 

The Society's Librarian, Ken Cook, is frequently asked for 
literature about the 1956 Olympics, but at present there is 
little in the library about the Melbourne Games. This is being 
rectified, thanks to copies of the original Australian Post 
Office press releases, supplied by member Noel Almeida. Here in 
TORCH BEARER we plan a series of articles based on those press 
releases and from other sources. This first article looks at the 
two pre-Olympic stamps of 1954 and 1955. . 

2/- BLUE. 1 DECEMBER 1954. 
The stamp was issued some two years before the Games, to draw 
public attention to the Olympics, especially overseas, since the. 
rate chosen, 	two shillings, was the basic airmail rate to most 
parts of the world. The design, a folded invitation to the 
Games, was taken from the winning Olympic poster designed by 
Richard L Beck. Technical details are as follows; Recess printed 
in deep bright blue, 24.05mm x 37.5mm on unwatermarked paper 
Comb perforated 14. Printed in sheets of eighty stamps. Quantity 
sold: 3,204,320. 

There was no commemorative first day postmark, although the 
Olympic publicity slogan postmark was first used on that date. 
(Further details about this slogan cancellation will appear in a 
future article). There were numerous attractive commercial first 
day pictorial envelopes, and the illustration shows an official 
Organising Committee cover used on the day of issue. 
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2/- GREEN, 30 NOVEMBER 1955. 
The popularity of the first stamp led to a reissue in deep 
bluish green on 30 November 1955. Details of the issue, taken 
from the press release, were printed on the reverse of a first 
day card, an example of which is illuatrated, sent by registered 
post to Sweden. There was again no official first day postmark 
and, surprisingly perhaps, the date was not one that was 
scheduled for use of the Olympic slogan. 

RE-ISSUED 2/- POSTAGE STAMP FOR OLYMPIC GAMES 

Owing to considerable interest abroad having been 
attracted to last year's stamp of similar design, 
printed in blue, and issued on 1st December, 1954, 
to draw public attention to the XV1th Olympic 
Games, to be held in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, 
from 22nd November to 8th December, 1956, the 
P.M.G.'s Department has re-issued the stamp in 
green. 
Except for the colour, the new stamp is the same as 
that of 1954, the design being based on the winning 

"Olympic Games poster, representing an invitation to 
Melbourne, designed by Mr. Richard L. Beck of, 
Sandringham, Victoria. The stamp is of the same 
size and format as previously (24.05 mm. x 37.5 mm.) 
and is printed on unwatermarked paper and issued 
in sheets of 80. 
The 2/- denomination stamp has wide distribution in 
overseas countries as 2/- represents the postage rate 
on a singl4 Unit air mail letter to the United King-
dom, United: States of America, Canada, Europe, 
Africa and most of Asia. 
From Wednesday, 30th November, 1955, the stamp 
is on sale at Australian post offices for approximately 
one month. 
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PARIS 1900 
Bob Wilcock. 

The Paris Games were held in 
conjunction 	with 	the 	Paris 
Exposition, a world exhibition, and 
collectors are usually obliged to 
cover these games philatelically 
with postmarks from the exhibition. 
The following table, showing the 
dates that the various post offices 
were open, is taken from the 
Official Report of the exhibition 
published in 1903, which was 
reproduced in LE MONDE DES 
PHILATELISTES in September 1990. 

Cancellations from the American Post Offices are always among 
the most sought after, and the most expensive, but interestingly, 
the table shows that this post office was open as long as any 
other. 

OPENING 	CLOSING 
POST OFFICE 
	

DATE 	 DATE 

Bureau Central 
(RAPP) 	Principal 	office 16 March 10 Dec. 

Bureau du Pavilion de la presse 
(PRESSE) 	Press post office 25 March 5 Dec. 

Bureau du Cours-la-Reine 
(ALMA) 2 April 30 Dec. 

Bureau de l'avenue de Suffren 
(SUFFREN) 11 April 28 Nov. 

Bureau du qua). 	Debilly 
(IENA) 12 April 21 Nov. 

Bureau du grand palais des Champs-Elysees 
(BEAUX-ARTS) 13 April 29 Nov. 

Bureau du qua.). 	d'Orsay 
(INVALIDES) 10 May 26 Nov. 

Bureau du bois de Vincennes 
(ANNEXE EXPO. 	VINCENNES) 13 May 30 Nov. 

Bureau telegraphique de la Tour 14 May 12 Nov. 

Bureau de poste americain 15 April 6 Nov. 

************** ** ************************ * * * * 	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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THE SOCIETY SOUVENIR  

You may have noticed a sticker attached to the envelope of your 
May issue of TORCH BEARER announcing that the Society had 
produced a special souvenir to commemorate the IOC Session in 
Birmingham and the voting on 15 June for the host for the 1998 
Olympic Winter Games. 

Although we told the Birmingham Organising Committee in plenty 
of time that the most important dates for Olympic collectors 
would be 12 June, the opening date of the Session and 15 June, 
voting day, they chose to ignore our advice, and there will be no 
special handstamp for 15 June. However, Royal Mail Stamps and 
Philately have donated a handstamp for use on 11 June, the 
release date of the sports stamps. Additionally, Royal Mail, 
Birmingham, have sponsored a handstamp to be used on 12 June, the 
opening day of the Session. 

Birmingham sorting offices were also using a slogan in their 
first class franking machines from 8 April until 16 June. There 
have been two different types of slogan, one welcoming the IOC 
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to Birmingham, the other commemorating the official opening by 
H.M. The Queen of the International Convention Centre, where the 
Session is taking place. Her Majesty will also be opening the IOC 
Session on 12 June. 

The following souvenirs are available: 
1. Mint postcard in colour, showing the flags of the nations of 

the six candidates to host the 1998 Olympic Winter Games. 

2. Used postcard with the 22p sports stamp (fencing) with the 
first day cancellation (11 June). 

3. Used postcard with the 22p stamp with the handstamp of 12 
June (different to that of 11 June). 

4. Used postcard with slogan postmark commemorating the 
opening of the ICC by HM The Queen on 12 June. 

5. Used postcard with slogan postmark welcoming the IOC to 
Birmingham used on 15 June, Decision Day. 

The cards are available from Franceska Rapkin, Eaglewood, Oxhey 
Lane, Hatch End, Middx HA5 4AL, for 50 pence each for the mint 
cards, and £1.00 each for the used cards. In the, original 
announcement on the label with the May issue of the magazine, 
due to an oversight, no cost was included for postage. It would 
be very much appreciated if members would include 25pence or a 
first class stamp with their order. It should be noted that only 
a very limited quantity of the used cards are being prepared, no 
more will be available and they will be despatched on a first-
come, first- served basis. 

SESSION Or pc  OFFICIAL OPENING 
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THE ANCIENT GAMES AT OLYMPIA 
Didier Laporte. 

(This article first appeared Le Monde des Philatelistes in 
November 1988, and is reproduced with permission.) 

According to the rules, the athletes had to come to Olympia 
thirty days before the start of the festival in order to submit 
themselves to various formalities of registration and allocation 
to the correct category, and to train under the watchful eyes of 
the "hellanodices", the official judges. Not only adults, but 
children also - all exclusively males - were allowed to compete, 
in separate trials, of. course. The hellanodices had the tough 
job of establishing the category in which the competitors were 
going to be matched up with the others. For lack of an identity 
card, or Any other document giving an exact date of birth, only 
direct observation of the athletes using their energies to the 
full could make it possible, and not without difficulty, to 
group them into adults and children respectively. The 
registration of an adult in the children's group would have 
assured him an easy victory, so it was vital not to make a 
mistake. 

THE TRAINING.  

In the midst of the abundance of stamps showing Olympic 
disciplines, there are some which can be linked with the training 
of the athletes. At Olympia, two adjoining areas were reserved 
for this purpose, the Palaestra and the Gymnasium, both situated 
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THE CHANGING ROOM.  

to the east of the sanctuary. The former consisted of covered 
buildings arranged in a square surrounding a central courtyard, 
while the latter was in the open air. One of the Greek stamps 
from the 1964 set shows a discus thrower under the guidance of 
his trainer on the right, who is pointing out to him by gesture 
or by a movement of his stick, the positions that should be 
taken. This design is taken from a 5th Century hydria with red 
figures (a vase intended to contain water). On other stamps we 
see several athletes preparing for different exercises such as 
the javelin or discus throwing, or jumping with the help of 
dumb-bells. We should note stamps from Gabon in 1964 or from 
Surinam which have drawn inspiration from the same vase, a 
Greek stamp of 1969 for the 9th European Athletics Championships 
and finally a stamp from the Cameroons issued for the 75th 
Anniversary of the modern Olympic Games in 1971. 

More curious are the stamps issued in Gabon and in Surinam 
which are illustrated overleaf. These have been produced by 
starting with a single Greek vase, a "cratera", which was used 
for mixing wine, with red figures painted by Euphronios in 
about 500BC and preserved in the Berlin Museum. A comparison 
between the original design and the stamps shows up a certain 
number of differences. The scene farthest to the left on the vase 
has been taken up again without any alteration to the inscription 
by the two countries - "Massage (in the Gymnasium)": In fact, 
there is no question whatever of massage. The scene is taking 
place in all probability in the changing room of a palaestra: 
before taking off his garment which is already unfastened at the 
shoulder, an "ephebus", a young man aged between 18 and 20 years, 
is getting a young slave to remove a thorn from his foot. The 
central scene, on the other hand, has undergone changes on the 
stamps of the two countries, of a different kind, according to 
the country. 

Gabon has reversed from left to right the person who, having put 
down his garment on a seat, is pouring oil into his left hand 
from a bottle attached by a cord to his right wrist. The Surinam 
stamp is in agreement with the original on this point. The stamp 
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from Gabon has added on the left hand side a small individual 
with one hand outstretched - for what purpose? In all probability 
it is a question of a servant who was to be found on the extreme 
right of the vase waiting until another youth, who is absent 
from the stamps, hands him his tunic. 

As for Surinam, they substituted for the youth folding his 
garment another youth holding in his hand a strigil (scraper). 
We are dealing in any event, with a scene showing oiling, as 
indicated by the inscription on the two stamps. This process 
consisted of two stages - the application of the oil to the body 
and the rubbing with powdered earth. The aim of the first 
operation was to make the body slippery and supple, in order to 

, increase the difficulty of the holds in the wrestling contests, 
and to make the falls less painful. This oiling could also play 
the part of a massage. The second operation took the form of 
powdering the skin with dust, in order to permit hand to hand 
combat, to stop the sweat and to protect the naked bodies 
against chills. The thick crust, formed of earth congealed with 
sweat and oil, was scraped with a strigil and removed with the 
help of a bath. A famous statue by the sculptor Lysippus (4th 
Century BC), called the Apoxyomeus (ie. the athlete scraping his 
body with a strigil) has been reproduced by an Italian stamp of 
1960. It is in fact a Roman copy in marble, six feet in height, 
discovered in Rome in 1849 and placed in the Vatican Museum. 

In all these representations the athletes appear nude. It was 
not always thus. At first, they wore something like shorts or a 
sash girded around their loins. At the Games of the 15th 

- Olympiad, that of one of the runners came undone, which made 
victory easier for him. The runners and then also the other 
competitors abandoned this restrictive accessory. The word 
"gymnastic" and the others of the same family are therefore 
derived from the Greek word meaning "naked. It is true however, 
that our modern idea of modesty was foreign to a civilisation 
which laid value on the body in all education, searching for an 
ideal in beauty. This was basically a masculine beauty, since 
women could neither take part, nor even be part at the festivals 
of Olympia. In fact, Greek society saw physical activities as 
being closely linked to military exercises and hunting 
activities, as is seen with the javelin which is used equally 
well in war, in hunting or in the gymnasium. Hunting was 
considered to be the best training for war and gymnastic 
exercises allowed the training of the body for combat. The city 
of Sparta, well-known for its war-like character, contributed 
without any doubt whatsoever to the success of the Olympic 
competitions, being so much attached to the development of 
physical education. Only in Sparta did girls devote themselves 
to it like the boys, and for running they put on a short tunic, 
as is proved by a bronze statuette from the end of the 6th 
century. This is rare evidence of Laconian sculpture, Laconia 
being the region of Sparta where the arts were never cultivated, 
and it appears on a Greek stamp of 1972. 

THE COMPETITIONS.  
From the very beginning, it was probably running which was the 
opening event in the competitions, and there, it is true, we 
have the simplest form in which men can vie with each other, and 
this exercise also was a good training for war. The simple race 
or "stade", the most ancient and originally the one and only 
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race in running, consisted of covering the distance of the 
stadium, that is to say, two hundred yards, more or less, which 
separated the two limestone edges of the track at Olympia. 
Subsequently, this basic competition developed, and other 
contests appeared: 

-the double race (first victory recorded in 724, equal to 
two lengths of the stadium. 

-the long race (first victory recorded in 720) varied from 
seven to twenty four lengths of the stadium, according to 
the authors! 

-the armed race (first victory recorded in 520). To begin 
with, the runners wore a helmet, greaves and carried a 
shield all made of bronze (just imagine the weight!), but 
later on, this load was reduced to shield alone, which was 
provided for each contestant out of. a regard for fairness. 
-the children's race (first victory recorded in 632). 

Scenes showing races were often painted on Greek vases. It is 
therefore from these that philately has borrowed fairly heavily 
for the designs of certain stamps as well as for postal 
stationery. An identical scene appears on the stamps of Chad and 
the Cameroons in 1971, from Greece in 1972 and on an item of 
Italian postal stationery in 1980. 
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It comes from a Panathenic 
Nystiblitair amphora, 	still 	with black 
1 	 figures, dating from the 6th 

1 century BC, so named because 
it was awarded as a prize to 
the victor of the Panathenaea, 

4 which were Athenian festivals 
1 in 	honour of the guardian 
godess of the city, Athena. 
They took place every four 
years on the Olympic model. 
These amphorae contained oil 
from the, sacred olive trees of 
the godess. 

Three stamps from Gabon in 
1964, from Poland on a 1970 
set devoted to sport and from 
Surinam in 1964, take up once 
more the motif from an 
amphora with black figures 
dating from 500 BC. Various 
runners decorate stamps from 
Greece in 1960, Mauritania in 
1964 (based on an amphora of 
540BC, from Nuie in 1984 and 
in a stylised drawing from 
Denmark in 1984. The armed 
race is depicted on a stamp 
from the Greek set for the 
Balkan Games of 1939 and on 
three stamps from Mauritania 
in 1976 forming the picture 
of a stadium. 

Wrestling formed part of the 
trials during the Olympic 
contests. The Greeks, in 
keeping with their habit, 
attributed its invention to 
mythological characters. We 
should recall the struggle 
between Herakles and Antaeus, 
already mentioned; an amphora 
with black figures, shown on 
the Greek stamp of 1964, 
opposes Peleus, the father of 
Achilles, and Atalanta, the 
huntress nymph, during the 
funerary games in honour of 
Pelias the king of Thessaly. 
In wrestling. it was a 
question of throwing one's 
opponent three times, without 
recourse to kicking or 
punching. It was combat on 
foot, the only one practised 
at the Olympic Games. There 
was 	also a combat on . the 
ground, which was practised 
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only in the palaestrae, the term being derived from the Greek 
word meaning "wrestling or struggle". It is, so it seems, this 
latter exercise which is illustrated by the group of wrestlers 
from the Uffizi Gallery in Florence (3rd century BC), which is 
produced on a stamp from San Marino in 1954 and on a Spanish 
stamp of 1984. On the other hand, the Olympic trial is shown to 
us at its different stages by other stamps. The bas relief from 
the plinth of a lost statue, dating from the end of the 6th 
century (now in the Archaeological Museum in Athens) has inspired 
three stamps, from the Ivory Coast in 1964, Chad in 1971 and 
Greece in 1972. A bronze sculpture has been reserved by Greece 
for the European Wrestling Championships in 1966. The same 
subject forms a part of a set from Surinam in 1984. Two wrestlers 
taken from a Greek vase - the form adopted on the stamp is 
whimsical - are at grips on a Mauritanian stamp of 1964. In 
1976, for the Montreal Games, the Greek post office drew a 
parallel, characteristic of the whole set, between ancient and 
modern wrestlers. 

BOXING.  

When all is said and done, pugilism is the ancestor of boxing. 
There again, the Greeks attributed paternity to mythological 
characters, such as Theseus the Athenian hero, or Herakles, who 
is supposed to have learnt it from the son of Hermes. The 
particular nature of the exercise lay in the cestus, formed from 
the interlaced thongs of leather rolled round the hand and 
forearm, which served the duty of a glove. The combatants were 
not to kill each other, intentionally, under pain of 
disqualification. Perhaps the combat took place in several 
bouts, separated by pauses. It would be one of these probably, 
which was captured in bronze by the sculptor Apollonius of 
Athens (during the time of Augustus), the creator of The Boxer 
at Rest", which is to be seen on an Italian stamps of 1960 and 
Upper Volta in 1964. Other boxers recognisable by their cestus 
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can be spotted in Greece in 1964 (a vase fragment), in the 
Comoro Islands in 1964 and Nuie in 1984, with the same motif in 
Surinam. Even if the scene portrayed on the first two stamps of 
the Greek set of 1896 calls up the idea of boxers, the absence 
of any cestus on their fists must make us identify them as 
contestants in the Pancration. In existence from the 7th century 
for the adults in the Olympic contests, but introduced belatedly 
for the children (first victory in 200 BC), the Pancration 
included wrestling while standing and also on the ground, along 
with boxing, with closed fists only. Bodily strength was 
certainly necessary, but suppleness, agility and even cunning 
had to be allied to physical vigour. It remains none the less 
true that wounds were numerous in these contests marked by 
brutality, nay even savagery. Indeed, it was possible to twist 
limbs and even bite one's adversary; the combatants frequently 
lost teeth or had their jaws broken. But each age has its own 
customs; the spectacle of physical suffering, which is 
distasteful to our modern sensitivities, and rightly so, did not 
arouse similar feelings of reproach among the Greeks. The whole 
nature of warlike combat lay in striking while avoiding the 
blows, and they considered boxing and the Pancration as a good 
preparation for armed struggle. Can we not see the helmet of a 
hoplite (ie. a heavily armed soldier) at the feet of Pancration 
contestants on the stamps of 1896? 

The athletes also took part in the jump. Taking into 
consideration the descriptions which the ancient authors passed 
on to us, filled out by the representations of the vase painters, 
it appears to resemble our long jump, or perhaps our triple 
jump. The stamps showing jumpers have them holding dumb-bells in 
their hands, which is a strange thing seen through the eyes of 
modern people. These dumb-bells were used because of the 
particular nature of the ancient jump. The jumpers would take 
off, not by a run-up as nowadays, but by taking a few steps or a 
few leaps with their hands laden with the dumb-bells. These were 
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a great help; the athlete was able, by throwing his arms 
backwards, then bringing them smartly forwards, to double or 
treble his bound. Just as at the moment of falling back on to the 
ground - which was broken up at the spot where he was likely to 
fall - he was able, thanks to this balancing aid, to haul himself 
into an upright position. 

THE JUMP.  

The different successive stages of the jump can be reconstructed 
with the aid of a few Greek stamps. On the 5 lepta value of the 
1906 issue, the jumper is walking with his arms stretched 
forward, whereas he is crouching before he leaps on a 1964 stamp 
(the same motif is used on a stamp of the 1939 set). The 1.50 
Drachma stamp of 1960 catches the athlete in mid jump, with his 
arms and his legs forward, almost horizontal and parallel to each 
other. Finally, with his arms thrown backwards, he is getting 
ready to fall back to the ground on the 0.50 Drachma stamp of 
1976. Some leaps quoted by ancient authors are prodigious, 
sixteen metres, but such figures do not appear very credible 
with our present day state of knowledge. 

The use of the discus goes back to the most ancient times. 
Perseus, the hero who killed Medusa, was considered to have been 
its inventor. In Homer's works, Ulysses threw a stone discus at 
the games organised by the Phaeacians; on that occasion of the 
funerary games held in honour of Patrocles, the friend of 
Achilles killed by the Trojans, there was held a trial of 
throwing an iron discus. In the historic period the discus was 
made of bronze, of variable weight and size according to the age 
and strength of the contestants. In fact, its ;dimensions vary on 
the stamps which reproduce a discus thrower, based on paintings 

151 



••■• 

CoTE FRANCALSE DES SOMALL■ 
altm,  POSTE  

90F',

%  

 •1964  

umnia'offl 

(4.1111111 a❑till.■ linoul III inClal nil 

igr  

a. • 
I N4 4 

1,
..„,-._.: 	

i, 

..1 .-. 

• ■ 

. 

 , 

A 

• .. 

. 
r; 
'1;3.%rt-. 

Wil0 

from vases - Greece in 1939, French Somaliland and Niue in 1964. 
The javelin also was proud of its mythical origins. Castor was 
supposed to have initiated Herakles - definitely much attracted 
by these sporting activities - into this art. Doubtless each 
contestant could make two throws in order to get the best 
result. Hurled with the help of a leather strap, the javelin had 
to cover the longest possible distance. Greece and Niue must 
have got their idea from the same vase design, so obvious is the 
similarity between the athletes' position, and that in spite of 
the reversal of the character from one stamp to another. 

After being in existence as separate trials, the discus and 
javelin throws were amalgamated into a new contest called the 
Pentathlon because it was made up of a group of five exercises, 
the single race, wrestling, jumping and the two throws. 

Taking part in the Games as an athlete was not within the reach 
of all. The preparation and the training demanded considerable 
expenses which only the rich could afford. But it was for the 
contests involving horses that the expenses were enormous; thus, 
breeding horses and maintaining a racing stable were almost the 
exclusive prerogative of the princes and multi-millionaires of 
the time, Throughout the ages the horse has been associated with 
a certain aristocratic ideal, and the prize list of the ancient 
games bears witness to this. At that time, it was the horse 
owner -or already- the group of owners, including women, who saw 
in that way their only chance of carrying off Olympic triumph-
who was proclaimed the victor. It often happened however, that 
the driver of the chariot - the most aristocratic trial of them 
all - was a distinguished person who shared the victory honours 
with the owner. The beautiful bronze statue in the museum at 
Delphi, known by the name of "The Charioteer", is that of the 
driver who guided to victory the horses of the tyrant Hiero of 
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Syracuse at the Pythian Games, held at Delphi, of 470 BC and at 
the Olympic Games of 468. A Greek stamp of 1974 produces the 
statue in its entirety, while the hand alone, holding the reins, 
was chosen as the symbol to celebrate the second conference of 
1978 of the Ministers of Culture of the member countries of the 
Council of Europe. 

HORSE-RIDING.  

The stamps picturing the competitions with horses show us either 
mounted horses or harnessed horses. For the former we have 
horsemen - note the absence of a saddle - taken from a cup 
dating from the beginning of the 6th century on a stamps from 
Mauritania and an identical scene on two stamps (Surinam and 
Nuie) based on an amphora from approximately 480. Chariots drawn 
by several horses appear on stamps from Mauritania and Surinam, 
while on a Greek stamp of 1964 we see a quadriga carved on a 
relief of the 5th century, offered after a victory. 

In fact, the horse contests which concluded the days devoted to 
the real trials, offered greater variety than we can glimpse 
through philately. With the passing centuries, what could be 
seem taking place at the hippodrome of Olympia, which has 
disappeared through changes in the ground, but which was situated 
to the south of the stadium, were races for chariots drawn by 
two or four horses (the term for the former was a "biga"), races 
for horses with rider,, races for chariots drawn by mules, 
trotting races and races for foals (again drawing quadrigas, 
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bigas and with riders). Certain trials lasted for only a few 
fleeting years (such as races with harnessed mules) whereas 
quadriga racing and races with their riders enjoyed a long 
period of popularity. The driver, standing in his chariot (he was 
seated when the chariot was drawn by mules), had to go twelve 
times round the oval of the hippodrome, that is to say, roughly a 
distance of eight and a half miles if the horses were four in 
number, and eight circuits in the case of a biga. From the 
evidenc that has come down to us, it was an endurance test. The 
mounted horses had to go only once around the track, which was 
approximately 1,250 yards, and that meant that it was a question 
of speed. From 68BC until 393AD, when the Games ended, the horse 
races, having fallen into disfavour, were absent from Olympic 
competitions. 

****************************************************************# 
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OLYMPIC FLIGHTS 
Thomas Lippert. 

When looking through last year's issues of TORCH BEARER, I was 
reminded of the beautiful airmail stamps that have appeared in 
the KOREAN STAMP REVIEW, and would like to add some personal 
remarks. 

Collectors must remember that in most cases, Olympic flight 
covers are of particular interest because of their beautiful 
cachets and not because of their stamps or cancellations. This 
needs to be borne in mind when exhibiting, since many jurors do 
not consider cachets to be of sufficient philatelic importance to 
include such items in an exhibit. There have been cacheted 
covers prepared in East Germany for several special flights 
which have carried athletes and officials to their various 
destinations. On the other hand, covers have also been prepared 
where there has been little justification for them, such as from 
New Caledonia or from the Japanese Showa base in Antarctica. 
These Olympic flights have little validity. 

It is a great pity that there are so few opportunities for 
Olympic collectors to produce their own covers because they have 
not been given prior notice. In this respect, we have been very 
lucky in East Germany. Although there have been many political 
restrictions, even within our own hobby, the East German post 
office were always willing to use special cancellations for 
flights that carried their Olympic teams. Shown below, a cover 
from the Olympic team flight from the former GDR on the Berlin-
Erfurt-Sarajevo flight.(The additional cancel had to be created 
because of the special route). The mail has been cancelled at the 
"flight-exchange-office" in Berlin where the flight started. The 
athletes boarded in Erfurt. 
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This was done in 1968 for the Winter Games in Grenoble, 1976 for 
the Summer Games in Montreal, 1980 on the flight to Moscow, and 
1984 for the Winter Games flight to Sarajevo. In 1988 there were 
two flights, to Calgary and Seoul, when the same cancellation 
was used. 

Below are a registered letter from Poland to Seoul with the 
cancellation commemorating the departure of the Polish team 
to Seoul and the commemorative stationery from the international 
philatelic exhibition PRAGA 88 mail from Prague to East Berlin 
to connect with the team flight on 9 September to Seoul. There 
is an additional red cachet. 
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SEOUL OLYMPIC MEMORIAL FLIGHT 
Japan Air Lines J1.-951 B-747 
Tokyo — Seoul 17. 9. 1988. 

TOKYO-SEOUL -98$...T 

U 
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Mr. Masaichi Kondo 
cio Foste Restante 01  
Philatelic Service 
SEOUL G.P.O. 
Republic of Korea ■2989.s11..11.5197t Philatelic Air 

In 1960 a privately prepared commemorative cachet was used on 
mail that accompanied the combined East and West German teams 
to Rome. Mail for subsequent flights to Tokyo, Sapporo, 
Innsbruck, Lake Placid, Sarajevo, Calgary and Seoul has 
frequently carried an additional cachet authorised either by the 
post office or the airline. Similar official postal cancellations 
or cachets have only been used in a few other countries, among 
them Czechoslovakia and Poland. (see previous page) Another cover 
below shows an Olympic meter cancellation used to commemorate 
the departure of the Czech team for Seoul. 

The cover from Tokyo commemorates the departure of the Japanese 
team for Seoul on 17 September. The cachet is in honour of the 
volleyball team. 

***************************************************************** 

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY! 

Please send your duplicate material to either the Auction Manager 
or the Packet Manager for inclusion in future sales. This way, 
you help not only yourself, but also the Society. The relevant 
addresses will be found on the inside front cover. 

************* * * * * * * * * * .1( * * * * * * * * * * * ** * ******* * * * * * * * * * ** ******** 
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MOSCOW OLYMPIC STADIA 
For the benefit of those members who are interested in Olympic 
architecture, we illustrate the working drawings for some of the 
1980 Olympic stadia in Moscow. 
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Velodrome — Area 168m X 138m 
Architects: N. Voronina, A. Ospenhikev, 
A. Gagaev 
Engineers: V. Hangi, J. Rodichenko, 
V. Borodin 
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Covered Stadium with Football ground -
Capacity 45,000 spectators. Area 224m X 
183M 
Architects: M. Posochin, B. Tchor, 
R. Semerdiew 
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Covered Swimming and Diving Pools — Capacity 10,000 spectators. 
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WANTS LISTS INVITED FOR OLYMPICS AND SPORT! 

(plus any other philatelic items) 

I HAVE GOOD STOCKS OF MINT EUROPE (EAST AND WEST) 

(but can supply anything against specific Wants Lists.) 

I ATTEND ALL MAJOR STAMP SHOWS IN THIS COUNTRY, 

WHERE MY FULL STOCK IS AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING. 

404, YORKTOWN ROAD, 
COLLEGE TOWN, 
CAMBERLEY, 
SURREY 
0276 - 32587 or 
04837 - 70580 (24 hr) 

THE STAMP CENTRE 

BARRY OLIVER 

STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY 
OF THE WORLD 

Covered Swimming and Diving Pools — Capacity 10,000 spectators. 

************************************************* 
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THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

1896-1992 

geiv.7"• A A  
WINNER'S MEDALS, PARTICIPATION MEDALS, COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS. 

BADGES, TORCHES, POSTERS OFFICIAL REPORTS, 

TICKETS, BOOKS, PROGRAMMES, VIGNETTES, SOUVENIRS, ETC. 

AUCTIONS- 

PRICE LISTS- 

WANT LIST SERVICE- 

Our next Public and Mail Auction will take place on 

in North Hollywood at the BEVERLY GARLAND HOTEL 

in connection with the 

OLYMPIN COLLECTORS CLUB CONVENTION. 

THE US OLYMPIC FESTIVAL 

will be held at the same time in nearby Los Angeles. 

Ingrid O'Neil 
P.O. Box 962 	 Tel. (517)337-1569 
East Lansing, MI 48826 	 Fax (517)337-7638 

FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE: $10.00 



TOPICAL PHILATELIC HOUSE, INC. 
SPECIALTIES AND COVERS FOR TOPICAL 

AND THEMATIC COLLECTORS 

5 EAST LONG STREET - P.O. BOX 15158 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 USA 

MATERIALS AVAILABLE ON 10-DAYS 
APPROVAL IN ALL THEMES AND TOPICS: 

• COVERS WITH FANCY CANCELS OF ALL KINDS: XIX CENTURY, XX CENTURY AND 
LATEST MODERN CANCELS 

" PRE-PHILATELIC COVERS WITH TOPICAL AND THEMATIC MARKINGS 

* LOCALS OF ALL KINDS INCLUDING PIGEON MAILS 

ADVERTISING COVERS INCLUDING POSTAL STATIONERY WITH MULTIPLE 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

* POSTAL STATIONERY AND TELEGRAMS HANDLED BY POSTAL SERVICES 

* MINT STAMPS NOT LISTED IN MAJOR CATALOGS AND ALL KINDS OF LOCALS AND 
SEMI-PRIVATE ISSUES 

* PROOFS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION INCLUDING COLOR PROOFS, BLACK PROOFS, 
ARTISTS PROOFS, BROMIDE PROOFS, DE LUXE SHEETS, DIE PROOFS, 
PROGESSIVE PROOFS, ETC. 

* IMPERFORATES 	* SPECIMENS 	* ESSAYS 	* CINDERELLAS 

ASK TODAY TO SEE A SELECTION 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER IS YOUR REFERENCE 

	,.% 


