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BACK ISSUES:
At present, back issues of TORCH BEARER are
available to Volume 1, Issue 1 (March 1984)
These cost 11.00 each, or £4.00 for a year's
issues, inclusive of postage by surface mail.
If ordering single copies, or a single year's
issues, please indicate which volume you
require.
Cheques should be made payable to the SOCIETY
OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS and should be sent with
the order to John Miller at the above address.
If you wish to receive back issues by airmail
please add 50 pence per issue 02.00 per volume)
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Spring may appear a little late to say "Thank
You" for Christmas cards and Season's Greetings, but unfortunately, the February issue
went to press at the beginning of December
before your cards started arriving. Belatedly
therefore, thank you for your messages and
for your nice comments about the Society, they
were very much appreciated. I am sure that
you understand that it is not possible for
me to reply to you all individually.
As mentioned in the last issue of TORCH BEARER,
Thematica '87 is taking place at the Carisbrooke Hall near Marble Arch, London W1 on
Saturday 30 May. The Society will have a stand,
and a committee member or two will be in
attendance all day. Additionally, there will
be a brief Society meeting in the morning.
Unfortunately, the time allocated to each of
the societies is not long enough to plan a
formal meeting, but bring along a few stamps
and covers to look at onto swap. This is the
first thematic exhibition of its kind, and if
it is a success, there will be other similar
events in the future. I will be giving a short
lecture in the morning, but whether this will
be about Olympics or thematic collecting in
general, has not yet been decided by the organiser, John Fosbery.
Many of you know that 1988 will be a special
year for Great Britain in Olympic history as
it marks the 80th and 40th anniversaries of
the 1908 and 1948 London Games. The organisers
of Stampex have agreed to make the Spring
exhibition sport and Olympic orientated. Even
though it is still almost a year ahead, would
members who would like to exhibit (2 frames of
16 sheets each minimum), please drop me a line.
Naturally, I am particularly interested in
collections of 1908 and 1948, but other sport
and Olympic collections will also be needed.
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Some of you may have been upset at receiving
a final reminder with the February issue of
your magazine. If so, apologies. The note
could have been better worded if it was intended as an insert in all magazines. This is
my fault. Also, our hard-working Treasurer,
Colin Faers, has been ill since the beginning
of the year, and hence has been unable to
bring the membership files up to date. He also
asks me to apologise to all of you who have
written to him and who have not yet received
a reply. I am happy to report that Colin is
now well on the road to recovery again, and
hopes to clear the backlog of mail shortly.
Last, but by no means least, I would like to
welcome our new Secretary, Ken Ballam, to the
Committee. Ken answered my plea in the last
issue of TORCH BEARER and attended our March
committee meeting. If you have any queries
for the Secretary, or want to enrol a new
member, you will find his address on the inner
front cover, along with the other Committee
members.
You may like to make a•note in your diaries
now, even though it is still a long way ahead.
The Society will be holding its first Annual
General Meeting at Spring Stampex next year,
which will be held from 1 - 6 March at the
Royal Horticultural Halls, London. Full details
will appear in the next issue of TORCH BEARER.
The date of the meeting has not yet been fixed,
but the most probable date will be Saturday
5 March 1988.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
MAKE USE OF THE SOCIETY'S SERVICES!
Dispose of your unwanted material through the
auction or the packet. Use Member's Forum to
contact other members, and use the Library to
gather information.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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***

***MEMBER'S FORUM **********************
The photograph
shows our Finnish
member, Ossi Virtanen, at the memorial to mark the
point where the
Marathon runners
turned to start
the return run at
the Olympic Games
in Helsinki in
1952. Members who
visited Lausanne
for Olymphilex '85
had the opportunity
to meet Ossi, who
is himself a keen
long distance
runner in summer
and a cross-country skier in winter.
Do any other members have any
photographs of
themselves in an
Olympic setting?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Dutch member, Laurentz Jonker has pointed
out that the gremlins got into the article
"Let's Exhibit a Torch Bearer" in the December
1986 issue, page 178. The cancellation mentioned was in French and Greek, and not in
French and English as stated.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In the last issue of TORCH BEARER, mention was
made of US stamp dealer Clyde Sarzin. Please
note his new address is 99B Glen Street, Glen
Cove, NY 11542 USA.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Does anyone know anything about the illustrated
cancellation? If so, member Glenn Estus would
like to hear from you. His address P.O.Box 451,
Westport NY 12993, USA.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Does anyone have a copy of the August 1986
"Olympic Review" that they are prepared to
sell, or alternatively, where one could be
purchased or photocopies made? Reply to Robert
Kensit, 33 Haymeads Lane, Bishop's Stortford,
Herts CM23 5JJ Great Britain.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
John and Virginia Torney, P.O.Box 2387, Huntington Beach CA 92647, USA are keen collectors
of all Olympic memorabilia, including porcelain,
flags, banners, etc. Ygu name it, they collect
it if it has to do with the Olympic Games.
They are always looking for new and interesting
items, so if you have something you no longer
require, why not get in touch with them. They
are happy to buy or exchange.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
In the last issue, member Steve Hubbard was
asking for information regarding the Olympic
Games in Tokyo in 1964 and the Winter Games
in Sapporo in 1972. Unfortunately, his old
address was given, so if you wrote and did
not receive a reply, apologies. Steve's new
address is 55 Prospect Terrace, Whalley Road,
Antham West, Nr Accrington, Lancs BB5 6NQ.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

58

.

***********************
***
*** DEAR FRANCESKA***********************
I have just received TORCH BEARER December
1986 and read with great interest the Wartgen
and Biernat articles on the Garmisch handstarnps.
Since I am also an I.M.O.S member, I read the
original articles many months ago, and wonder
if, in the meantime, there has been a reaction
from any I.M.O.S members. I am only able to
react now, since it is only now that I have
understood the text clearly in English. I have
checked my own collection, and have found that
I have the cancellation Type "A" with the date
13.12.35. Since there is no arrival cancellation on the reverse, the date cannot be confirmed, but in my opinion, it is genuine. I
would be interested to know if there are any
further developments in this field.
-Uberto Stefanutti, Italy-

In das

Disziplinargericht des Oberiandesgerichtd
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
With reference to the article in February 1987
TORCH BEARER, "Olympic Football First" by Jack
Murray. As an addition to the above article I
am pleased to send you some photocopies from
the Savvidis Album (Jeux Olympiques Internationaux 1906 - Album P.S.Savvidis, Athenes,
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Estia, Maisner and Kargadouri, Athens 1907.)
which describes the Games of 1906. In it, you
will see three pictures of football matches
in what is described as the velodrome. It is
shaped like a stadium with a cycling track
around the perimeter and the football pitch
at the centre. Is this stadium also known as
the Goudi Stadium? Personally, I would doubt
this, for I have never seen this written.
Perhaps Mr Tsironis could check this, if he
has access to contemporary maps.
- R.A.Huurman. Netherlands -

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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HARVEY ABRAMS-BOOKS
ANTIQUARIAN SPECIALIST
OLYMPIC GAMES — HISTORY OF SPORT

PhIladslphia, Pennsylvania

An den HubertshAusern 21
1000 Berlin 38
Brest Genemny
Tel. 801.2900

State College, PA.

BUYING & SELLING:

OLYMPIC GAMES ....
- Official Reports
- Daily Programs
- Rules, Regulations
- Bulletins
- Results; Guidebooks
- Documents; Letters
- IOC and NOC publications
- Books, Biographies
- Periodicals, magazines
- Illustrated postcards

-

Winner's medals
Participant's medallions
Diplomas
Official's badges
Pins
Original Posters
Artwork
Torches
Collectables
Graphics

Also of interest: Books and Graphics on....
- History of Sport and Physical Education
- Wrestling, Gymnastics, Fencing, Boxing
- Track and Field (Athletics)
- Paris 1900 Exposition
- Buffalo 1901 Pan-American Exposition
- St. Louis 1904 World's Fair (Louisiana Purchase Exposition)
- Sport in Ancient and Medieval society
- Ancient Greek Olympic Games
- Sport in Art, including medallic arts & philately

Period catalogs issued. Subscription $5.00 (12 DM)(44.00) per catalog. Special
delivery and express mail services available at extra cost.
Commissioned items are accepted. Please inquire about terms and regulations.
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***AIRSHIP
HINDENBURG COVERS************,
************,
***
Rev. G. Sherman Ott..

F.W. von Meister, the special U.S. representative for the German Zeppelin Transport Co.,
advertised that they would provide covers
from the opening day of the Olympic Games in
Berlin on 1 August 1936. These covers would
be flown to the United States on the Sixth
North America Flight of the LZ 129, Hindenburg,
which left Frankfurt on Main on 5 August and
arrived at Lakehurst on 9 August 1936.
These covers were advertised in two ways; by
postcard and by poster (measuring 18 x 8 inches)
The postcards were mailed in July, perhaps
even earlier. The illustrated example was
posted in New York on 6 July 1936.
Two types of cards were advertised; with the
full set of Olympic stamps at $1.25 or 85 cents
with the two new Hindenburg stamps.

AIRSHIP "HINDENBURG" MAIL
From the Opening of the Olympic Games
WITH THE SPECIAL ISSUE OF OLYMPIC STAMPS
On her sixth trip to the U.S.A., leaving Frankfurt on August 5th the Airship —HINDENBURG"
will also carry a quantity of letters bearing only the commemorative stamps of the 1936
Olympic Games which will be specially cancelled in Olympisches Dorf (Olympic Village) on the
opening day of the Olympic Games, August 1st. There will be two kinds of covers all of which
will be addiessed to our New York Offices only.
No. 1. With the complete set of 8 Olympic Stamps
@ $1.25 (registered)
No. 2. With the two new Zeppelin stamps (50 and 75 Pfg.) @ .85 (registered)
We will accept orders for such mail until July 28th.
After the arrival of the Airship "HINDENBURG"' in Lakehurst this mail will be forwarded to
you under separate cover. If you wish it registered, please add 15c to your remittance.

F. W. von MEISTER, Special U. S. Representative
GERMAN ZEPPELIN TRANSPORT CO.
354 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y.
Telephone: CAledonia 5-6485
P.S. If you are interested in future mailings via the Airship "HINDENBURG" write us for
special circular.
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August 1 13c.

DEMONSTRATION FLIGHTS OF THE NEW AIRSHIP "HINDENBURG"
to the

UNITED STATES
After the successful completion of five transoceanic flights to the U.S A atul bac k tic tt,ccoui:
the Airship "Hindenburg" is scheduled to perform five more demonstration flights as follows
Trip
Number
7
8

10

Departure from
FRANKFURT on/Main
August 5th
August 15th
September 17th
September 26th
October 5th

Departure from
LAKEHURST. NEW JERSEY
August 9th
August 19th
September 21st
September 30th
October 9th

THE ABOVE SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT to CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Stamp collectors having shown a great interest In philatelic mail carried on the Airship .
feel sure that we may expect an increasing demand for ouch mail carried on the forthcoming
We are therefore prepared to take orders at the following rates which include all handling char,–
and U.S. portal delivery within the United States and its territories

GERMAN MAILS ONE WAY TRIP from FRANKFURT os/NAIn, GERMANY so LAI/EMI:EST, N. J.
Approx.
Letters
Letters
Postal cards

10 grammes=3'S os. with both new Zeppelin stamps
15 grammes=1/2 ca. with both new Zeppelin scamps and
additional airmail stamps
with both new Zeppelin stamps

70 cants cat/
85 cents e:.• it
65 cents caul.

Beginning with the sixth flight all mall carried from Europe to U.S A. will bear A SPECIAL.
CACHET TO BE DIFFERENT ON EVERY TRIP.

U. S. MAIL Prom Lakeherst, New Jersey, C. 8. A. to Praskiart/Nale, Germany.
The U. S. postal rates for mail to be dispatched on the return trip by the airship from
Lakehunt to Germany. are as follows:
1)

Letter or Postal card for dispatch by airship from Lakehurst, New Jersey to FrankfurAllain.
Germany
40 cents per 1,2 ounce

2)

Letter or Postal card for dispatch by afrmaS withls the U. S. A. to New York and delivery to airship in Lakehurst and thee lispetch by airship to Fraakfert/liala, Germasy
43 cents per 1/2 ounce

3)

For same u in "1," but with dispatch by aeroplane from Frankfurt on/Main. Germany to ultimate
addressee within Europe (letter or postal card)
43 cents per 1/2 ounce

41 For some aa in "2," but with dispatch by aeroplane from Frankfort/Rath, Germany, to altimate
addressee with!. Europe (letter or postal card)
46 cents per 1,2 ounce
PLEASE DISPATCH YOUR OWN U. & MAIL FOR THE RETURN TRIPS FROM LAKEHURST TO FRANKFURT on /Main, Germany, through ANY LI. 8. POST OFFICE. or II S MAIL
BOX Mark letter. conspicuously "VIA AIRSHIP H/NDENBURG "
For Airmail rates to other continents Inquire at your Post Ofilce.
For the convenience of collectors who have no German addressee we are willing to take orders
for mall carried from lakehurst to Frankfurt on/Main at the rate of 60c per V, ounce letter
or postal card which coven 40c for postage and 20c for handling. These coven are addressed to our
principals In Frankfurt who will return them to us In bulk by steamer. Upon receipt they will be
distributed from this office, and sent to you under separate cover.
Orders for Zeppelin mall to be carried on future trips of the Airship "HINDEN13URG" to the
C. S. should reach us 8 days before each departure from Germany as scheduled above. on
which day we will cable the quantity of mail ordered. Such mall will be addressed to our New
York Mace and forwarded to you under separate cover when received by us.
Your order should be accompanied by U. S. Postal Money Order, or certified check drawn to the
order of F. W. von MEISTER and should reach tut not later than on the dates given above. If you
wish your mall to be returned to you by REGISTERED MAIL, please add 15 cents to the 2.101111t of
your order, covering fee for registered mall. We cannot assume any responsibility for the delivery of
mail ordered by you, unless you order such piece. mailed to you "registered."
Should the dispatch by airship of Zeppelin mail ordered, become impossible for any reason
whatsoever, we will refund, in due course, the postage paid by you in advance. The delivery of mad
dispatched via airship is not guaranteed beyond delivery by es to the respect!, postal authorities.
NOTE' We still have available a small quantity of covers being carried on the sixth trip of the
"Hindenburg" which have been cancelled in Olympisches Dorf on the opening day of the
Olympic (lames, August 1st
No I—With the complete set of I Olympic commemorative gawps
No 2—With the two new Zeppelin stamps (50 and 76 Pig.)

11.50
1.00

Trusting to be favored with your orders, we remain,
Tours very truly,

T. W. von maurrint. Special U. S. ReProathisttive.
By E. H. Royter, in charge of mall
DEUTSCHE ZEPPELIN ILEEDEREI • LUTTSCHWEBAU ZEPPELIN

116 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORE CITY, N. Y, U.& A.
Phoset Calledeaks 6-6487
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Both types of cover were sent by registered
mail only.
It appears that the poster advertising these
covers was only sent out after the flight had
taken place, since the message states "
we still have available." The price has now
been increased to $1.50 for the complete set
on cover and $1.00 for covers with the two
Hindenburg stamps.
Most of these covers were cancelled at the
Olympic Village and are addressed to F.W. von
Meister in New York. However, covers also are
known addressed to N.H. Royter, who was an
employee of von Meister and in charge of the
mail. Although not common, it would appear
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that these covers are scarcer in the United
States than they are in Europe.
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The red handstamp on the reverse of the poster
is intended to clarify some confusion over
where the covers would be sent.
Some 'Collectors seem to be under the impression
that the covers of the Olympic Trip would bear
their address. This is not the case, as we stated
very dearly in our offer viz; The covers will be
addressed to our New York Office only.

These covers are sometimes confused with those
for the Olympic flight which was in Berlin for
the opening ceremony. Why this should be so is
not certain, for the flight cachets were very
different.
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***1992 POSTSCRIPT**********************
***
**********************
Compiled by Bob Wilcock.
Since the review in February's TORCH BEARER,
S.O.C. members have come up with more collectors items:
AMSTERDAM. Laurentz Jonker explains that there
are 14 postcards; OS1-6 show groups of children with Dutch text, 0S7-12 similar groups
with English text, 0S13 the Amsterdam logo on
a blue ground. There is also a view of Amsterdam with the logo. Bob DuBois in his book
shows a black and white vignette showing three
children on a podium.
SOFIA. Francis Daziniere who exhibited at the
Franco-Bulgarian exhibition in Paris) points
out an error in the handstamp, which refers to
the XVI Olympiade. Although the 1992 Winter
Games will be the 16th celebration of those
Games, they will in fact, be the Winter Games
of the XXV Olympiad. Our sister society in
Germany, IMOS report a slogan cancellation used
from Varna in Bulgaria.
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PARIS. Francis also reports two more meter
cancellations, one used by the Candidature
Committee and the civic authorities, the other
(illustrated) used by the Chamber of Commerce.
Avec La Chambre
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ALBERTVILLE. Bob Dubois illustrates a vignette
from one of the sponsors, AGF (Assurances Generales de France.)
BELGRADE. There was a handstamp on 17 October
1986 at Lozano..
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Australian member Noel Almeida has arranged
for a PPI on the poster postcard of the 1956
Melbourne Games that was produced by the I.O.C.
for all Olympic posters.
:FOX ELF LA r .

PCCTAGE

YEE ', ".EFEAH

1956 MELBOURNE/AUS
GAMES OF THE XVIth :LLYMHAD

2:.!!7` 1

AUSTRALIA

ON TO CR{F-13.ANC.

56 OLYMPr'S
MELBOURNE
■■•

News of other items from candidate cities
would be welcome, so that TORCH BEARER can
keep members informed of all the details relating to 1992.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
)-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
Mention TORCH BEARER when replying to advertisers!
.o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o)-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
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*** MELBOURNE THIRTY YEARS AGO***: *:****:
Compiled by Robert Budge.
On the evening of 21 June 1946, eleven sporting officials met in the rooms of the Amateur
Sports Club of Victoria. On the seventh floor
of McEwan House, the Victorian Olympic Council
was established after the war.
It had assets of £6.7.10. The victory march
held a month earlier was a reminder of the continuing influence of war, while shortages, Industrial conflict and international tension
dominated the post-war world.
The Olympic Movement had managed to survive the
war, but had to renew its credibility. The last
Games had been held in Berlin in 1936, and the
taint of Nazi excesses remained. The politically divided post-war world hardly seemed the
place for the renewal of an idealistic festival.
Yet the Minutes of the meeting soberly recorded
the motion "It was resolved to make immediate
application for the Olympic Games to be held
in Melbourne."
Athletes such as Sir Frank Beaurepaire had long
talked of bringing to Australia the spectacle
they had witnessed and participated in the
great cities of the world. After making inquiries of the Australian Olympic Federation,
Melbourne's athletes were introduced to the
complex rules and practices of the International Olympic Committee.
The acting president of the I.O.C., Sigfrid
Edstrom, said the city must make the application, and that Detroit and Minneapolis had
already applied for 1952. Detroit had been
applying since before World War Two.
The application process had been further complicated by the impact of the war. Tokyo had
been forced to relinquish its right to the
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194U Games because it was at war with China.
They were then awarded to Helsinki, which in
turn had given them up when it was at war with
the Soviet Union. Despite frantic efforts by a
number of U.S. cities, including Detroit, to
have them transferred there, the Games were
abandoned. Meanwhile, the 1944 Games had been
awarded to London, so that the immediate postwar Olympic calendar was both complex and
crowded. Difficulties in shipping European
athletes and the fact that Helsinki's facilities had survived the war, pointed to that
city for 1952.
Negotiations between the Victorian Olympic Committee and the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir
Raymond Connelly, led to plans for an official
bid. When Sir Frank Beaurepaire was co-opted,
the bid gained momentum. Finance and publications sub committees were established, and
in January 1948, a telegram was sent to the
I.O.C. formally applying for the 1956 Games,
and failing that, 1960.
Even before Melbourne had succeeded in its
application, evidence of a lack of consensus
was apparent. Dissension within the committee
flared as the initial plans for a new stadium
at Olympic Park gave way to a plan to develop
the Showgrounds, a decision which angered
amateur athletes.
By the time the I.O.C. had reached its decision
in Stockholm in June 1947 to award the 1952
Games to Helsinki (dependent on the return to
normal relations between Finland and the Soviet
Union) a number of issues that would profoundly
affect the decision on 1956 had emerged. Much
of the I.O.C. forward policy was formulated at
Stockholm. The U.S. cities that had been seeking the Games as first or substitute choice
since the late 1930's, failed to impress the
I.O.0 members. Their lavish presentation, generous hospitality and persistent delegations
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only antagonised the I.O.C.. Members praised
the non-commercial cities, criticised the U.S.
attempts to use their prosperity as the sole
basis for the award of the Games, and emphasised the right of small nations to stage
the Games. These views made the propaganda of
Detroit, which had stressed its industrial
and commercial might, particularly ineffectual.
When applications for 1956 were called for,
Detroit was again the official U.S. candidate,
in spite of the previous rejections, with the
full backing of the U.S. Olympic Committee and
President Truman. Such was the desire of the
U.S. for the Games that one by one the other
cities renewed their applications and repeated
the farce by competing against Detroit.
For 1956, two new candidates had emerged,
Buenos Aires and Melbourne. Although both were
commercial cities, and Buenos Aires one of the
largest in the world, they used their southern
hemisphere isolation to their advantage,
claiming that all continents and all parts of
the world had the right to stage the Games.
Although Melbourne did not make formal application until early in 1948, the I.O.C. was
aware of Melbourne's intention during its
Stockholm meeting.
In a pre-television era, it was difficult for
people to visualise the immensity of the Games.
Amateur athletics was very much in the shadow
of football, cricket, racing and professional
sports. There were also doubts raised in Melbourne and other application cities about the
morality of the necessary expenditure. By
European standards, the candidates were all
prosperous. The committee responded to this
criticism by arguing that in a short time, all
would be normal again and that there would be
sufficient materials for all. The same faith
in the future was applied to anticipated advances in air travel, which would end Australia's isolation.
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How did Melbourne succeed in winning the
Games? It was no easy task. Despite the warnings of future I.O.C. President, Avery Brundage
that the proximity of the 1932 Games in Los
Angeles virtually disqualified the United
States, Detroit, Minneapolis and four other
cities persisted. Buenos Aires was a candidate
that was using many of the same "small country"
arguments as Melbourne. And in Melbourne,
dissension over the site of the Games and the
wisdom of holding them at all became public
issues. The turning point in Melbourne's bid
for the Olympics was the 1948 London Games.
During them, subtle lobbying of Empire and
Dominion delegates occurred with some quick
results. Lady Mountbatten promised, and secured,
the support of India within forty eight hours.
Melbourne's Lord Mayor, Sir Raymond Connolly,
travelled in Europe after the Games, renewing
acquaintance with I.O.C. members. Most significant of these was the acting President,
Sigrid Edstrom, who had visited Melbourne in
1935 and had praised amateurism in Australia,
while criticising the lack of facilities for
her athletes.
Melbourne stepped up its propaganda. The film,
"Olympic Invitation" was financed by the
Victorian government, and portrayed a pleasant,
prosperous, sport-loving, medium-sized city.
Olympic champion, Fanny Blankers-Koen, who ran
before crowds of 25,000 at the Melbourne Cricket Grounds in January 1948, is shown between
cuts of the Grand Final sized crowds. She had
been feted by the committee, and along with
her husband-coach was invited to praise Melbourne's suitability. When it became time for
Melbourne to present its case at the I.O.C.
meeting in Rome in April 1949, the delegation
approached the I.O.C. with a mixture of confidence and apprehension.
Sir Frank Beaurepaire again showed his skills
by ensuring all I.O.C. members saw "Olympic
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Invitation". All present agreed that the film
had played a vital part in securing the Games
for Melbourne. After lunch on 28 April, Melbourne followed the eight-strong Detroit delegation and Avery Brundage, who had spoken
for the other American cities. Each Australian
delegate summarised Melbourne's case. Olympic
philosophy guaranteed the right of all nations
including small and isolated ones, to stage
the Games; Australia's unbroken record of
participation indicated its commitment to the
Olympics: advances in air travel by 1956 would
guarantee the comfortable and quick passage
of the athletes to and from the Games: Melbourne was an important city with an agreeable
climate, pleasant environment, strong sporting
and cultural traditions that would allow it
to stage the Games at the highest standard.
Melbourne led each of the four elimination
ballots, and when scrutineer, Prince Axel of
Denmark, kissed the last vote and announced
"Melbourne" the tally stood at Buenos Aires
20 and Melbourne 21. The vote of small nations
and Empire nations secured the previous year
in London, had carried the day for Melbourne.
Ballarat, where the rowing events were held
was one of two cities to share Games events
with Melbourne. The other was Stockholm, the
venue for the equestrian events, which were
not held in Australia because of the quarantine laws. Ballarat had its own Olympic Village, the distance from Melbourne made it
impractical for daily travel, and a flame,
which burned outside the Townhall until the
Games closed. It was lit before that in Melbourne as the torch relay passed through
Ballarat.
In the rowing, Australia was in five of the
seven finals, finishing with a second, two
thirds and two fourths.
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The water polo match between the USSR and
Hungary took place on the 12th day. Soviet
tanks were on the streets of Budapest as the
Hungarian team left for Australia. Feelings
boiled over in a match that would have been
tense under any circumstances, a final round
game between gold medal rivals. Just before
the final whistle, Hungary was leading 4-1,
when one of the Hungarian players was punched
by an opponent with play some 30 metres away.
He left the pool with blood streaming from a
cut eye, and this dramatic picture was shown
throughout the world. It was nasty, but it
was one of the few political clashes during
these Games.
The headlines on the news and sports pages
thirty years ago tell the story of many Australian triumphs at the Melbourne Games.
Australian runners and cyclists won thirteen
events. There were nine individual gold medals,
three relay and 2000 metres tandem cycling.
It was, and remains, the best Olympic performance by an Australian team in terms of gold
medals won and total medals gained.
Betty Cuthbert, an 18 year old in her first
major international competition, was a sensation. She seemed to have it all and set a
world 200 metres record in the lead-up to the
Games. She won Australia's first gold medal in
the 100 metres sprint, and four days later,
demolished the same opponents, Germany's
Christa Stubnick and Australia's Marlene
Matthews, to win the 200 metres. She then ran
the anchor leg on the winning relay team.
Shirley Strickland won her second and third
Olympic gold medals in Melbourne, giving her
seven Olympic medals over three Olympiads and
thus became possibly Australia's greatest
woman Olympian. She broke her 1952 Olympic
record in the heat of the 80 metres hurdles,
equalled the new mark in the semi-final and
won the final in another Olympic record of
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10.7 seconds. Cuthbert and Strickland were
in the winning it x 100 metres relay. The
others were Fleur Mellor of New South Wales
and Norma Croker of Queensland. Strickland
passed the baton to Croker and Fleur Mellor
took the baton around the final bend. Mellor
ran an excellent leg, passing to Cuthbert in
a winning position. Even so, the result was
close, 0.2 seconds on manual timing, but in
fact, only about half a metre.
Murray Rose's only pre-Olympic international
swimming experience was a trip to New Zealand.
He ended the Games a triple gold medallist.
Rose's first swim was in the relay. Then came
the 400, the first individual gold medal, the
1500 metres heat the next day, and a day's
rest before the final on 7 December. It was
virtually the last individual event of the
Olympics and Rose won to give Australia a
sweep of the freestyle titles.
Dawn Fraser won the first of three consecutive
Olympic 100 metres freestyle gold medals in
Melbourne. She led a clean sweep, as her team
mates, Lorraine Crapp and Faith Leech followed
her home. Leading up to the Games all three
Australians had looked like likely gold medal
winners at one stage. Leech beat the other two
in Melbourne's 1956 Moomba meeting, while
Crapp and Fraser had swapped the world record
in the Townsville training camp and final
trials. Fraser made it emphatically her own
with a time of 62.0 seconds, 0.4 under Lorraine
Crapp's world record.
Lorraine Crapp won the 400 metres in Melbourne
and was the first woman to break five minutes.
A month before the Games she set world record
figures for the 440 yards and 400 metres,
breaking the 220 .yards and 200 metres records
on the way.
Jon Hendrieks was one of the strongest Australian chances for a gold medal, having won the
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110 yards at the 1954 Empire Games. He hadn't
lost in 56 starts over 100 metres since 1953.
Hendricks won the 100 metres final, as expected,
but was pushed by John Devitt. Gary Chapman
finished third, giving Australia a clean sweep.
David Theile won the 100 metres backstroke
from team mate John Monckton. Theile was from
Maryborough, Queensland, and went to school,
swam and trained there right up until the time
he made the Games team. Melbourne was his first
international competition.
Tony Marchant and Ian Browne won the 2000 m
tandem cycling. The Australians lost their
first round heat to the Czechoslovakians in
the first ride in the repechage. The final
heat brought together the previous losers, and
it was only then that Australia got through.
Marchant, only 19 years old, was just out of
junior ranks at the time.
Of the non-Australian competitors, probably
the best remembered is the Russian sailor.
Vladimir Kuts who won gold medals in both the
5000 metres and 10,000 metres events. Alain
Mimoun of France won the gold medal in the
marathon, and Pat McCormick of the United States
achieved a unique "double" by retaining the
springboard and highboard titles she had won
in Helsinki.
A black mark must be that Australia failed to
provide any permanent venues for the Olympic
sports in 1956, but the memories and inspiration provided should never be discounted, and
the opening of the Gallery of Australian Sport
at the Melbourne Cricket Grounds to coincide
with the 30th Anniversary should serve as a
tangible reminder of the sixteen days in 1956
when Australia's mightiest stadium hosted the
world's biggest sporting festival.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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***

*** AN UNSUNG AUSTRALIAN HER0 ***********
***********
Robert Budge.
To many people, the hero of the 1956 Olympic
Games in Melbourne was an unknown seventeen
year old Chinese boy, who wasn't even a
competitor. A letter he wrote to the Chairman
of the Olympic Organising Committee, W.S.
Kent-Hughes, inspired one of the most moving
spectacles of the gathering and changed forever Olympic closing ceremonies.
Now, after nearly thirty years of anonymity,
he has been found, and attempts are being
made to bring John Ian Wing back to Australia
for the opening of the Australian Gallery of
Sport, which was opened on 32 November 1986.
the 30th Anniversary of the opening of the
1956 Games.
Until the 1956 Games, individual teams marched
separately behind their country's flag in a
procession at both the opening and the closing
ceremonies, but in Melbourne at the end of
the Games all the competitors walked and
mixed together. It was.this break with Olympic
tradition that has given the 1956 Games their
significance as the friendship Games. It was
so moving and successful that the organisers
of the following Olympiad in Rome adopted
the idea since they believed that it gave the
world a message of peace and goodwill.
In his letter, the boy said the new style of
ceremony would create an impression of togetherness and would show the world how friendly
Australia was. "War, politics and nationality
will be forgotten':, he wrote. "What more
could anyone want, if the whole world could
be made as one nation. Well, you could do it
in a small way".
Th boy quickly became the unsung hero of the
Games, and was urged unsuccessfully by the
officials and the press to come forward.
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It was only recently that researchers found
a second letter written by the boy after
the closing ceremony which have his name
and a few other details. Only after an article appeared in TIME magazine was John Ian
Wing found in London, where he is now runs a
successful construction company. He said
that he had become embarrassed by the wave
of publicity surrounding the letter in 1956,
and decided to remain quiet. However, he
had come forward a while after the Games
ended and was given a small medallion by the
Organising Committee. Mr Wing said that he
was proud that his idea had been used at
every Olympiad since 1956. He said that he
did not see the closing ceremony in Melbourne
for himself as he had not received a reply
to his original letter where he had omitted
to give his name and address. He went to the
cinema instead!
The letter which John wrote is now on display
in the Gallery of Sport, and on his return
to Melbourne for the opening ceremony, where
he was one of the guests of honour, he was
able to see it for himself.Nearly every Australian gold medallist was invited to be present
for the 30th Anniversary of the 1956 Olympic
Games in Melbourne, as well as some of the
Olympic greats from overseas. The committee
invited Fanny Blankers-Koen, quadruple gold
medallist at the 1948 Games in London, Chris
Brasher of Great Britain, winner of the 3000m
steeplechase in 1956 and Ron Delaney, the Irish
man who won the 1500 metres event at the same
Olympiad. The celebrations were held at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground, the venue of the
main sporting events at the Melbourne Games.
Fanny Blankers-Koen, now 68 years old, was
particularly welcomed. She visited Melbourne
in 1949 when she became a great favourite with
the locals during her stay and made many friends.
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***********:
***
*** MELBOURNE THIRTY YEARS ON ***********;
Nigel Shipley.
Saturday 22 November 1986 was the 30th Anniversary of the Melbourne Olympic Games. To
commemorate this, two exciting events took
place. At midday, the Prime Minister, Robert
Hawke, opened the new Australian Gallery of
Sport which is adjacent to the Melbourne Cricket Grounds members entrance, and which was
the site of the main Olympic stadium in 1956.
The weather and temperature were almost the
same as that of the opening ceremony thirty
years before; no wind, clear skies and a temperature of almost 80'0 Fahrenheit. The aim of
the gallery is to preserve, cherish and display
the relics, memorabilia and souvenirs of past
and present sporting champions. The first
exhibition, appropriately enough, was entitled
"Olympic Spirit", and traced the history of
the Games, with special emphasis on the Games
of the XVI Olympiad.
In the evening, more than nine hundred guests
packed into a giant marquee installed in the
middle of the M.C.G. for a celebration dinner.
Among the invited overseas guests were Ron
Delaney, Milton Campbell and Fanny BlankersKoen. Australian gold medallists from 1956
included the swimmers Lorraine Crapp, Faith
Leech, David Thiele, Murray Rose and John Devitt,
sprinters Shirley Strickland, Fleur Mellor and
Sandra Morgan, and cyclists Tony Marchant and
Ian Brown.
John Wing was also present; a man who holds a
very special place in Australian Olympic
history. (See article in this issue) At the
time of the XVI Olympiad, he was a 17year old
apprentice carpenter studying at Swinburne
Technical College in Melbourne. He had read
much about the history of the Olympic Games
and felt that the Games should be a place for
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• John Wing . as a 17-year-old he proposed the idea for the
1956 Games closing ceremony to be a goodwill exercise.

friendly gatherings for the
competitors. In
1956, Russia had
invaded Hungary,
and consequently,
a number of competitors stayed away
from Melbourne.
The Hungary-Russia
water polo match
was filled with
acrimony, and these
things upset John
Wing, and he wrote
his now-famous
letter.

On the Saturday evening, after the closing
ceremony, Avery Brundage, the President of the
International Olympic Committee, enthused,
"It is a very good idea that-has come from
Australia; this could well become a part of
all future Olympics.

W Games greats Murray Rose and Shirley Strickland. Pictures: CLIVE MACKINNON and ALEX GALL

+++++ + ++++++++++++ + ++++++++++++++++++++ ++ ++++++
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=LET'S EXHIBIT A TORCH
Shlomo Vurgan.
Alternatively, entitled THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC
ACADEMY, since it is a continuation of the article
that appeared in TORCH BEARER Volume 2 Issue

3.

The Flame has been frequently used on metered
mail from Olympia (Immortelle Olympia) and the
Greek meter numbered 17968 was already shown in
the previous article. The same cancelling machine
was used on 31 August, when it was used on a
cover advertising the Olympic Museum. On this
occasion, the meter had an illustration showing
a torch bearer just leaving a temple.
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MUSEE
De la Philatelie Sportive
D'OLYMPIE

This same design, the torch bearer leaving the
temple, was the second occasion that it was used.
Originally, it was used, also on franking machine
number 17968 on 25 May 1962 to commemorate the
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50th Anniversary of the 1912 Games in Stockholm,
though in 1912, of course, there had been no
relay from Olympia to Stockholm.
0024
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Yet another meter cancellation gives the dates
22-23 June 1961 - 9-21 July 1962, inside a stylised stadium, with the inscription 'Seconde
Annite De Livraison Du Stade Antique Olympique.
I can only guess that these were the dates of
the first and second sessions of the Academy.
Does any member know what the dates signify?
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I found these covers quite incidentally while
going through a dealer's stock in Tel Aviv.
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Most of the stock was boring, but one exciting
item was a card from ancient Olympia issued to
commemorate the lighting of the flame for the
Olympic Winter Games in Innsbruck in 1964. It
bears the Olympia date stamp, as well as a violet
handstamp which has a torch bearer incorporated
into the design. It also has the cachet of the
special flight, dated 23 January 1964, which
took the torch on an Austrian Airlines flight
to Innsbruck. (See overleaf)
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On the back of the cover, is a valueless meter
cancellation from Olympia, applied by the same
franking machine, No. 17968. The meter cancellation has as its design the logos used by both
Innsbruck and Tokyo, the site of the 1964 Summer
Games. The cachet for the Austrian Airlines
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flight to Vienna is also repeated.
I would like to draw your attention to the following observations:
In both the article in TORCH HEARER in September
19S5, and in this article, the meter cancellation

,
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from Olympia have the machine number 17968,
which, incidently, also was the number of the
machine used for the Tenth Session of the Academy, which was held in Athens in August 1970.
The serial numbers for the meter cancellations
that have been illustrated in these articles as
well as others in my collection are, as follows:
00241
used
25 May 1961
11
01221
18 August 1962
11
01607
31 August 1962
11
04240
22 January 1964
11
05626
9 July 1965
11
08919
1 September 1969
089??
1 August 1970
11
09363
15 July 1971.
Additionally:
09363
08915

11

19 July 1971
1 August 1970 (Athens)

I would like to suggest that this represents a
real sequential usage of the Olympia meter. Moreover, we have here an output of some 9,400
known frankings from this machine over a ten
year period. It would appear that relatively few
examples have been used between 1961 and 1971,
and one can assume that there are not too many
examples for each of the designs that were used.
Are they really that rare?
I take the liberty of asking for more information
so that it is possible to compile full documentation of this meter. I know that the Editor would
welcome any further contributions on this subject
so if anyone has an example of the meter, can
they please send a photocopy and any further
known information to the Editor.

f+++11:::::::Intattnntnntn:11:1=n1111-fln.
SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY! Use the auction or the
packet to dispose of your surplus material.
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A seventy year old Olympic tradition is to be
broken. The Summer and Winter Games are to be
separated. After the 1992 Games in Barcelona
and Albertville, the next Winter Games will be
held in 1994, and continue thereafter every
four years. The decision was taken by the
majority of the I.O.C. members attending the
91st Session in Lausanne in October 1986. It
is expected that the change will ease the
pressure on the I.O.C. organisational staff
and provide more commercial opportunities for
marketing the Olympic Games.
+++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++++++++++ +++++++++

Australian $10 million will be budgetted to
fund the Australian team for the 1988 Olympic
Games in Seoul and Calgary, the largest commitment in the history of Australian sport. The
President of the National Olympic Federation,
Mr Kevan Gosper said the the money would fund
team preparations, as well as giving potential
Olympians the opportunity to participate at
international and world championships during
1987. Part of the money would also be used to
send the teams to the Olympic cities.
+411-4-41-4-411-++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

West German tennis star, Steffi Graf, withdrew
from an invitation to play in a tennis tournament in South Africa for fear of jeopardising
her plans to participate in the 1988 Games in
Seoul. The decision was taken after discussion
with the West German Foreign Ministry and the
German Olympic Committee.
++++ ++++ +++++ ++++ +++++ ++++ +++++ ++++ +++++ ++++ +++

Karl Heinz Koller has sent information that
his local town is trying to arrange for a
handstamp to be used there during a philatelic
exhibition in May. If the German post office
give the go-ahead, the handstamp will include
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Hodori, the mascot for the Seoul Olympic Games.
For further details, write direct to Herr
Koller at Itzehoerstrasse 5, D2353 Nortorf,
West Germany.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Adidas USA has been named a corporate sponsor
of the United States Olympic Committee. According to Stephen Tanner, the President of
Adidas USA Inc, they will serve as the official
outfitter of the 1988 US Olympic teams competing in Calgary and Seoul. As the official
outfitter, Adidas will design and manufacture
the parade uniforms and medal presentation
outfits. As a part of the agreement with the
USOC, Adidas will continue to be an official
sponsor of the US Olympic Festival, with the
the USOC purchasing competitors warm-up suits
and competitive apparel from the company. The
agreement with the USOC also names Adidas a
licensee with the rights to produce and market apparel bearing the USOC logos. Adidas
Olympic participation dates back to the 1920's
when the company founder, Adi Dassler first
outfitted Olympic track athletes. At the 1936
Games in Berlin, Jesse Owens won four gold
medals in shoes made by Adi Dassler.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
FIFA, the world soccer organisation, has
threatened to withdraw soccer from the Olympic
Games if the indoor world soccer tournament
in Australia in 1988 is not cancelled.
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Joe Bent, the President of the Australian
indoor federation, feels that the threat will
get no support. He said that he understood that
FIFA's President, Mr Havalange, had written to
the Olympic Games organising committee saying
that he would withdraw soccer from the Games
unless the indoor federation dropped their
world tournament in Australia. Mr Bent, who
controls the Australian Indoor Soccer Federation and its 70,000 registered members, said
that it appeared that Mr Havalange was fighting
a one man crusade in his attempt to stop the
indoor competition.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv Ghandi, has banned
his nation's athletes from participating in all
international sport except cricket because of
the country's poor performance at the Seoul
Asian Games. Vidya Shukla, the President of the
Indian Olympic Committee, said the order would
remain in force until Ghandi completes a review
of India's performance in Seoul. There was
widespread criticism in the national parliament
and press over India's performance in Seoul.
India sent more than 400 people to the gamesthe country's largest contingent ever sent
abroad- but won only five gold medals, compared
with the eighty won by the leading nation,
China.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Olympic Athletes Commission urged the International Olympic Committee to impose a lifetime
ban on athletes caught using illegal drugs.
The proposals would be considered by the executive
board at the next I.O.C. session in May 1987
in Istanbul. The two hour presentation by athletes included British track star Sebastian Coe
and US champion Edwin Moses. Coe, who had been
instrumental in a fight against athlete drug
abuse, said the commission had linked the eligibility and drug questions by proposing that
athletes be required to be available for I.O.C.
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drug testing at any time, or risk disqualification. Moses said the commission made two
basic points on eligibility: there should not
be age restrictions unless they are to protect
the athlete's health, and that "fair play"
should be the essence of eligibility criteria.
Canadian alpine skier, Ken Read, suggested that
there be more activities for the athletes in
the Olympic villages during the competition to
enhance the community spirit. The 13 man
commission was set up in 1981 to represent the
athletes views in Olympic deliberations.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++

The President of the Greek Olympic Committee
has stunned his countrymen by saying that he
doubts whether Greece will be able to organise
in time to stage the 1996 Games. Speaking at
a news conference in Athens, Lambis Nikolaou
said that if,within the next six months they
do not achieve leaps forward in the preparations for the Games, they cannot talk about the
1996 Games being held in Athens. Nikolauo, who
bid for the 1996 Games during the October 1986
meeting of the I.O.C. in Lausanne, said at
least $1.2 billion had to be spent constructing
sports installations alone. I.O.C. member,
Nikos Filaretos wondered whether other I.O.C.
members will vote for Greece if preparations
are still behind in 1990, when the I.O.C. votes
for the host city. A former member of the Greek
Olympic Committee, Athanassios Tzartzanos, said
private enterprise could prepare Athens for the
1996 Games if the Greek government asks one of
the several Greek business magnates to take
over the Games preparation committee, and to
give him a free hand. Tzartzanos suggested
using the grounds of the present airport to
build new stadia, Olympic village and other
sports installations. A new airport is already
being built. Greece, the birthplace of the
Olympics, believes it has a strong claim to
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stage the 1996 Games because they coincide
with the centenary of the first Olympic Games
held in Athens in 1896.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A privately produced postal stationery card was
released in 1986 to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Olympic Flight. The imprinted
stamps are the 90pf and 40pf Buildings definitives of West Germany. The left side of the
address side shows the airship and Olympic
rings and the stadium. The inscription reads
"Vor 50 Jahren/Olympiafahrt/des Luftschiffes
LZ 129/XX Olympische Spiele/Berlin 1936." It
was produced by Opitz Production. Further
details are not known.
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The Italian Post Office are releasing two
stamps to coincide with the World Athletic
Championships and Olymphilex '87. They will be
released on 29 August and have a face value of
700 Lire each. Design details are not yet known.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Illustrated is the first red meter cancellation
to be used by the headquarters of the Organising Committee of the Seoul Games. It was put
into service in May 1986.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
STOP PRESS! It has now been confirmed that the
German post office has given permission for the
use of the handstamp illustrated earlier in the
news column. The cards or covers which bear the
handstamp will cost DM2.00 each, or DM/4.50 on
registered covers or cards. The organiser's
address is given elsewhere, but members wishing
to pay by Giro, the number is Hamburg 381895207. Alternatively, the carts will be available
through Bob Wilcock for 70p each, or L1.60 on
registered cards or covers.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The United States territory of American Samoa,
first ceded to the United States in 1902 received their Olympic Flag in formal recognition
of the National Olympic Commitee on 3 March 1987.
The President of the I.O.C., Juan Antonio Samaranch was present at the ceremony in Pago Pago.
Now the Samoans will be able to send their own
team to Seoul next year.

91

********************:
***urine
***mum') rnum OLUUL********************:
OUL********************:

FROM SE

It was agreed at the meeting of the International Amateur Athletic Federation Council in
Stuttgart on 21 August 1986 that the entry
standards for the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul
will be as follows:
MEN
WOMEN
100m
10.2/10.44
11.3/11.54
200m
20.6/20,84
23.4/23.64
400m
46.0/46.14
52.6/52.74
800m
1-46.8
2-01.5

15oom
5000m/3oo0m

3-38.5
13-33.0

4-09.0
9-03.0

10,000m

28-20.0

To be proposed
early 1987

3000m S'Chase
110/100m H
400m H
High Jump
Pole Vault
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Shot Put
Discus Throw
Hammer Throw
Javelin Throw

8-28.0
13.7/13.94
50.1/50.24
2.25
5.45
7.85

16.60
19.5o
61.50
72.00

13.2/13.44
57.9/58.04
1.88

6.50
16.90
57.50

To be proposed 56.50
early 1987

Decathlon/
7700/7600
Heptathlon
5750/5700
No entry standards will be necessary for the
Marathon, 20K walk, 50K walk and both relays.
In all events entry standards must be attained
between 29 August 1987 and 7 September 1988.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
In Pyongyang, large scale construction of
sports facilities is underway as the North
Korean capital battles with Seoul for a share
of the 1988 Games."PyongyanE is prepared for
the Olympic Games" said the official KOREA TODAY
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magazine in an editorial on North Korea's
campaign to co-sponsor the 24th Summer Olympiad.
In what a Pyongyang-based diplomat described as
"very serious" preparations for the Games,
North Korean workers are building two stadiums
with total seating capacity for 180,000 people
on two islands of the capital's main Taedong
river. In the city's south west Angol district,
Pyongyang officials said that work is underway
on two more stadiums, nine gymnasiums and a
health complex to form a sports village, complete with media facilities. Three large hotels
are also planned for the area. Pyongyang already
boasts a 20 hectare stadium with a capacity for
70,000 spectators, an indoor stadium seating
20,000 people, an ice rink and a swimming pool,
all of which are suitable for international
competition, according to local officials.
Whether Pyongyang's facilities will ever be
used for an Olympic gathering remains in doubt.
The city originally demanded that twenty three
events be equally shared between the north and
the south. They later backed down, requesting
only one third of the events, or eight games.
At the last meeting in June, the I.O.C. told
Pyongyang it could stage just four events,
archery and table tennis, a 100 kilometres
cycling race across the Demilitarized Zone and
one group soccer preliminary.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our Israeli member, Shlomo Vurgan, wrote to
say that he has a pen pal in Seoul, who although
she knows nothing about philately, sends him
some postcards, which are all inscribed "Manufactured under licence from the SLOOC". One,
numbered 24, shows the official mascot Hodori,
others are view postcards, all with the 1988
logo. One card, not illustrated) entitled
"Meeting" is decorated on the address side with
a border of green, holly-like leaves and red
berries. It has an illustration of a rose in
an envelope of the picture side.
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The two illustrated cards show Korean girls
in a typical Korean garden, and the interior
of the main Olympic stadium.
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Shlomo also writes that about two years ago
he found a blank cover with a "Seoul '88"
logo in black, red, green, yellow and blue.
Since this was never used, he assumes that
this was a trial logo. Does anyone have any
further information?
Apart from the logo,
the cover has no
further inscription.
Are there others?
If any member can
shed further light
on this unusual
device, please
V
share it with other
members of the
Society.
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Finally, Shlomo writes that the West German
stamp dealer, Borek has used an "Olympic"
cover to mail information about their 1988
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Die OLYMPISCHEN SPIELE 1988
begulen jetzt.
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Ahornabur

subscription service. They are selling an
album with top quality leaves, with spaces
for stamps, FDC's and miniature sheets. The
information is written in German. The album
cover is inscribed "Olympische Spiele 1988"
in gold. (Illustrations are quarter size.)

PHILATELLSTISCHE

SENSATION!

•
Der ,Brief der Bride" welrweit nur 7000 Exemplare Auflage jetzt fiir Sie 1000 Exemplare reserviert.
Die Wertsteigerung hat schon begonnen.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Bowling has been named as an exhibition sport
for the 1988 Games. The Federation Internationale des Quilleurs, the international governing body for the sport of bowling, concluded
the arrangements with the Seoul Olympic Organising Committee after months of negotiations.
The finals will involve only singles events
for men and women. Twelve men and women will
qualify for the finals. There will be eleven
matches, with the top four qualifiers then
competing in a step ladder for the final. The
date and location of the qualification tournament will be announced later. Demonstration,
as opposed to exhibition, sports at Seoul
will be baseball and taekwondo. What is
taekwondo?
.9 6

Two series of stamps have been announced by
the South Korean Post Office in 1987 in connection with the Olympic Games. They will be
released on 25 May and 10 October. It is
expected that they will follow the format of
previous releases, 4 stamps and sheets.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Olympic Flame, lit in Olympia, according
to Olympic tradition, will be carried by air
to Cheju-do, the southernmost island of
Korea. From there, the torch will be carried
by relay through many of the country's cities
for nine days, arriving in Seoul on the eve
of the opening day of the Games, 16 September.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Korea will host a total of twelve international
sporting events in 1987 in preparation for the
Games. They include canoeing, cycling, yachting
modern pent&thlon, marathon, football, judo,
tennis, volleyball, weightlifting and shooting.
With the exception of yachting, all the events
will be held in Seoul. The events will be held
between April and December, and members should
look out for any special handstamps and cancellations which have a direct link with next
year's main event. Naturally, any further information received will be mentioned in this
column.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
At the I.O.C. session in Lausanne in October
1986, the Seoul Olympic Organising Committee
proposed day by day competition schedules for
237 events in 23 sports to be staged during
the Olympic Games. These figures represent an
increase of sixteen events, including eight
in two newly-adopted sports, tennis and table
tennis. In Los Angeles, 221 events in 21 sports
were held. The competition timetable has already been confirmed by the relevant international sports federations, and will generally
follow the traditional Olympic sequence of
events.
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******************.

:***

:*** NEWS FROM CALGARY ******************:
The organising committee of the XV Olympic
Winter Games began accepting ticket orders on
30 September for the Games which will be held
from 13-28 February 1988. For information
write to Olympic Tickets, P.O.Box 1988, Station
M, Calgary, Alberta T2P 4E7, Canada. Tickets
will be made available on a first-come firstserved basis and will be allotted according
to the best available seating. Olympic ticket
prices range between $10 and $75, with an
average price of $25. All orders must be
sent in an envelope with postage stamps; meter
mail will not be accepted. All ticket purchasers are asked to allow 60 days for written
confirmation of the order. Acceptable methods
of payment include VISA, the official credit
card of the Games, as well as cheques and
money orders.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A special post office with extended hours was
set up in the Municipal Building to handle
Olympic ticket requests when they went on
sale. The temporary station, with staff on
duty until midnight, was just one of several
measures taken by Canada Post to ensure that
the ticket sales got off to a good start. More
than 1.6 million tickets became available on
30 September, and postal officials expected
a rush in Calgary as people hurried to mail
their order forms as soon as possible. In
Calgary itself, special red mail boxes designated specifically for Olympic orders were
added to the eleven main postal stations.
These were covered with Olympic posters. The
special post office at the Municipal Building
had two clerks on duty until midnight only for
the sale of stamp*. The post office started
delivering order forms for tickets to every
house in Alberta a week before tickets went
on sale. The forms were also inserted in news
papers and were available at all branches of

•9 8

the Royal Bank of Canada, and the bank erected
ticket distribution stands at all their branches throughout Canada. The multi-coloured
four page form explains the events and details
locations and ticket prices. For events with
reserved seating, miniature maps of the venues
will give buyers the opportunity to see the
general area of the seating in their price
range.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Of the 1.7 million tickets for the Winter Games,
1 million have already been sold. Of the 127
events, almost half are sold out. 53,000 applications were received on the first day. The
organising committee are convinced that these
will be the best Winter Games ever staged.
Such is the massive financial backing that
some $48m has been put aside in a contingency
fund. The Games will create an enormous legacy
for Calgary. Across Canada, Montreal are still
paying for the biggest financial disaster in
sporting history following the ill-fated Games
in summer 1976. In 1988, the total income from
television rights, sponsorship and ticket
sales amounts to over $500m. Another $200m
has been provided by the federal government
with the proceeds from national lotteries and
the sale of Olympic coins and postage stamps.
The provincial government of Alberta have paid
out $125m in the form of facilities, having
paid for the development of the alpine skiing
site at Nakiska on Mount Allen, for the Canmore
Nordic Centre, which is the venue for the cross
country skiing, and for a third of the cost of
the Olympic Saddledrome with the world's
largest suspended concrete ceiling. The only
uncertainty is the weather, though for the
first time in Olympic history all skating
events, even speed skating, will be held indoors. Every ski course is supplied with snow
making equipment, just in case. Six years ago
when Calgary were awarded the Winter Games,
they had no facilities and no money. They have
come a long way since then.
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*********************
***
***READING MATTERS*********************
CATALOGUE OF OLYMPIC LABELS 1894-1985.
Robert J.DuBois.
Olympic stamp collectors and postal historians
are well served with catalogues, but until now
there has been very little for the "Cinderella"
collector. Bob DuBois' magnificent book puts
matters right. Building on Rampacher's catalogue
of the Olympic labels from 1906-1956 and continuing his numbering) Bob DuBois goes back to
1894 and comes forward to the first labels and
vignettes for the 1992 Games, and unlike Rampacher, this book is fully illustrated. Bob acknowledges many sources, including several collectors who have given details of elusive items
in their own collections, to help make this
book truly comprehensive. In over six hundred
pages, thousands of labels are illustrated and
described, with as much detail as possible
about them - who issued them, and for what
purpose, where this is known.
Bob also defines 'label' in the widest possible
sense, so that he does not just list vignettes,
stickers and seals, but match box labels, sugar
cube wrappers, souvenir sheets and labels individual to specific Olympiads, like the 1964
Tokyo lottery labels and the 1980 Lake Placid
banana labels (which can be found reused by
collectors on their Olympic covers).
Whatever we collect, we all come across labels,
and this book will be an invaluable and indispensible source of reference, and his numbers
are sure to be quoted in auction lists and
articles from now on. I can thoroughly recommend it. It is available direct from Robert
DuBois, 838 Temple Road, Pottsdown PA 19464.
USA. It is priced at $50 for delivery within
the USA via UPS, $52 postal delivery in the
USA and Canada or $54 surface mail world-wide.
Members who wish to pay in Sterling or by
Giro may order through Bob Wilcock, price
£36.50 with order.
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HEIKO VOLK'S CATALOGUES. You will find Heiko'
advertisement in this issue of TORCH BEARER.
If you are not on his mailing list, I strongly
urge you to do so. His auction and fixed price
sales appear several times a year, and are not
only a useful guide to what is available, but
also to current market prices. If you are a
regular buyer, there is no charge for these
catalogues, otherwise a small charge is made
to cover postage and packing. Many of the
items are illustrated, and even though the
descriptions are written in German, all the
main headings are printed in three languages.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
LILLEHAMMER,NORWAY, IN THIS WE BELIEVE. This
beautifully produced hard-back book was prepared by the candidature committee for the
1992 Olympic Winter Games. Although this is
not a philatelic work, it gives a great deal
of background information about the various
winter sports and their requirements. The
book was originally given as a gift to the
members of the International Olympic Committee
and other interested parties. It is possible
that a few copies are available through the
candidature committee. For further information
write to Lillehammer Olympic Development Association, P.O.Box 106, 2601 Lillehammer Norway.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
THE OLYMPIC GAMES IN ANCIENT GREECE. Edited
by Iris Douskou. Printed by Ekodike Hellados
SA, 1 Vissarionos Street, Athens 135, Greece.
This non-philatelic book is one in the series
produced by the National Museum, and contains
a wealth of information. Many of the artifacts
illustrated have appeared on stamps, both in
Greece and other countries. Price in 1982 was
1400 Drachma (approximately L6.50) through it
would be as well to make further enquiries
before sending a cheque.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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IL POLO OLIMPICO DI BERLINO 1936. Franco
Pellegrini. Another Italian booklet sponsored
by C.I.F.T. Gruppo Sport, the Italian Thematic
Federation Sports Group. As previous booklets,
it is beautifully produced on high quality
paper. It has very little text, but every
cover of the 1936 Olympic Flight that is
shown is self explanatory. It does not really
add any new facts about this flight, or show
anything unusual. Price and details of where
it is available for purchase is not known, but
it is available on loan from the SOC Library.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SPORT AND POLITICS: A WORLD DIVIDED. By Neil
Macfarlene and Michael Herd. Published by
Collins Willow, price £12.95. This book makes
fascinating reading for anyone interested in
the behind-the-scenes politics that appear to
be a part of more and more sporting events.
Mr Macfarlene, who is Minister for Sport in
the present British government, describes in
detail the manouevres behind the American
boycott of the 1980 Moscow Games, and the
British government's wish to follow suit, without taking into consideration the views of
either the British Olympic Association or of
the athletes.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
OLYMPIC GAMES, BOOKS, MEDALS, POSTERS. Catalogue
Number
Issued by Harvey Abrams, An den
Hubertshdusern 21, 1000 Berlin 38, W.Germany.
The two catalogues cost $5.00 for the pair,
and are to be recommended to every serious
Olympic collector, if only to have a record
of what is available. By the time that this
report appears in print, many of the choice
items will be sold, but nevertheless, the two
catalogues should have a place on the bookshelf.
The second catalogue deals mainly with pins,
medals and badges, and many are illustrated.
Please note, from 15 June, write to Harvey Abrams,
P.O.Box 732, State College,PA 16801 USA.

6.
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POSTES, PHILATkLIE ET OLYMPISME. (POST, PHILATELY AND OLYMPISM. VOLUME 2. Published by the
International Olympic Committee. Edited by
Giuseppe Sabelli Fioretti and Jose Maria Soler
Vila. Sent free to members of F.I.P.O.
I wish that I could wholeheartedly recommend
this new offering from such an august body.
I regret that I cannot. It is well produced,
though I doubt that the binding will give
lasting and useful service. However, it is the
contents that are under discussion. I do not
know the quality of the French version, but if
it is anything like the English version, it is
bad. I am surprised that the I.O.C. did not
have the translation of the text undertaken by
a professional. It would have at least lent
some polish, though it would not have improved
the factual information, which is both inaccurate through omission, and in some cases,
erroneous. Why oh why did not the authors have
their final draft proof-read by known experts
of each Olympiad; there are enough of them
around. The only comment that I can make about
this book is Caveat Emptor! Buyer Beware, the
contents can damage the accuracy of your
collection!
-Caroline Neidel++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Denis Heenan, P.O.Box A322, Swazi Plaza, Swaziland has made a start on the Olympic catalogue.
If anyone thinks that there are important cross
references that should be listed please let
him know. eg. Haiti 1969, SG 1136-51 will be
listed under sixteen different Olympiads.
When finished, this will be an important reference work for all Olympic collectors, and
we can all help to make it a success.
+++++++++ +++++++++++ ++++++++++ +++++++++++ +++++
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l'**
ic** 1936 FEMALE ATHLETES QUARTERS ********'
*******40
The card illustrated below comes from the collection of Ed Epstein in the United States. It
shows the card used by the inhabitants of the
Olympic Village, with the additional inscription
FRAUENHEIM (FRIESENHAUS) Does anyone have any
further information about this cachet?

MEDICC.I.- COMMON
S/ GNATUME. OF NURSE KACI-1-0E21 1,4M
REVERSE FL.0 11.411.-e
ocyr-4 Pt CE VILLAGE 57:07101JERY OVERPRINTED
FRAAJENHEIM FRI5SENHA US)" FOR. USE Z.-/- ize/C/4.55PORT-FELIPLVOHe-4.5
DORMITORY
1../CELE0 PRo8-1 e.am tv OLYMP/C 57-x.0/ UM AUG.40,13 6

104

