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available to Volume I, Issue 1 (March 1984)
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issues, inclusive of postage by surface mail.
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issues, please indicate which Volume you
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As an Editor, I have been blessed by many
willing helpers. There cannot be many Editors
who receive as much interesting material
from the members on a regular basis. Please
keep sending your articles, it makes my task
so very much easier.
In the June 1986 issue of TORCH BEARER, our
member Mani Krishnan suggested that it would
be helpful for our newer members if a list
of the important facts for each Olympiad were
collected and eventually published. Denis
Heenan, our member in Swaziland, has kindly
offered to do this over a period of time.
If any members have any interesting facts or
anecdotes, would they please write to Denis
at P.O.Box A322, Swazi Plaza, Swaziland. Of
particular interest are the dates and places
of I.O.C. Sessions when Games were awarded,
and what other cities, if any, were contenders.
Denis also asks for any Scott, Michel and
Yvert catalogues, so that the information can
be as complete as possible. They need not be
the latest editions, but write in the first
instance, he may already have received a copy.
Make a date in your diaries NOW. On Saturday
30 May 1987, THEMATICA '87 is taking place at
the Carisbrooke Hall, Marble Arch, London W1
and your Society is taking a stand. There will
be many dealers, exhibits and talks throughout
the day. In the autumn, the Society will hold
a meeting in conjunction with the Essex Philatelic Federation Stamp Day. This is taking
place at Bishop's Stortford on Saturday
3 October, but more news of that in a later
issue.
If you have not already done so, please pay
your 1987 subscriptions promptly. Delays
cause unnecessary work for your Committee.
Elsewhere in this issue you will see that Bob
Wilcock has kindly offered the use of his

personal Giro account for members who find it
easier to pay by this method. If enough members
use his account, the Committee will consider
opening our own Giro account before next year.
You are all probably aware that 1988 will be
an important year in Great Britain from the
Olympic point of view. It marks the eightieth
and fortieth anniversaries of the 1908 and
1948 Games in London. The Society is trying to
arrange special souvenirs at one of our national exhibitions,and other ideas are also in
the pipeline. More of that when more is known.
If you have any ideas that would help to mark
the occasion, please let me know. A major
article on both these Olympiads would be nice.
Who would like to put pen to paper?
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
URGENTLY NEEDED!
The Society is still looking for a Secretary
to replace John Osborne. Preferably, he or she
should be based in the Home Counties, but this
is not of prime importance.
The job is not particularly arduous or time
consuming. However, it does help to have some
typing ability, (or a typist) and access to a
photocopying machine.
The main tasks of the Secretary are to take the
Minutes of Committee meetings two a year) and
to distribute them to the other Committee
members. To answer queries from prospective
new members, to process new members and to
ensure that these details are distributed to
those Committee members who need to be informed.
Since most of these standard letters are photocopied, this procedure is straightforward.
It is preferable that the Secretary is not a
dealer member of the Society, since having the
membership file could cause a conflict of
interest. If you think you can help, please
write to Franceska Rapkin.
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FROM THE PACKET SECRETARY.
1986 was a very busy and successful year for
the Packet, with sales to November in c, -eqs
of £1200. In the first six months I sent out
6 packets and despite my best efforts it was
impossible to prevent two packets now and
then arriving at the same time, especially
for members new to the circuit. I am very
sorry about this. Now the order of the circulation is stabilised and with business commitments eating into my spare time, packets are
starting into circulation at slightly longer
intervals, so there is less risk of bunching.
My apologies to vendors that this will lengthen slightly the interval until payment, but
it is likely to result in increased sales to
compensate.
I am always in need of items for circulation.
Olympic and general sports material, but the
packet members do tend to stay with the Olympics, and the sales of non-Olympic material
have not been high. At the time of writing
I have only postal history on hand, so stamps
would be particularly appreciated. I am also
happy to welcome more members to the circuit;
because of insurance and customs regulations
the packet may only circulate in Great Britain
including Northern Ireland, but all members
may offer their duplicate material for sale.
I do ask overseas members to write to me first
please, before sending stamps or covers etc.
for circulation.
Overseas members can have access to material
not so easily obtainable in Britain, and
sales can give rise to a Sterling credit
which can be useful for paying membership fees
and auction purchases without incurring
exchange costs.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS.
The Society is considering opening a Post
Office Giro account to make it easier for
those members in countries within the Giro
system to remit their subscriptions and payments for auction purchases without incurring
exchange costs. U.K. members would also be
able to pay by Giro transfer, of course.
Until the Society account is opened, overseas
members may pay their 1987 subscription (and
for auction purchases) through my personal
account: G.B. NATIONAL GIROBANK ACCOUNT NO.
(POSTGIRO/CCP) 34 998 2805. Please send the
membership renewal form or auction invoice
(noted Giro transfer) to me, and I will
forward it to the Treasurer or Auction Manager when the transfer is received. The only
extra cost is 14 pence for postage, please.
Bob Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Crescent, Brentwood,
Essex CM14 5ES Great Britain.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

D. F. Long & Co. (Travel) Ltd.
66, Brunswick Centre, London WC1N 1AE Telephone: 01-837 4632/3
Telex: 8952547

STAMP

TOURS

FOR ALL INCLUSIVE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR OLYMPHILEX '87 AND ALL FOREIGN
STAMP EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS.

NAM
No. 804B
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HARVEY ABRAMS-BOOKS
ANTIQUARIAN SPECIALIST
OLYMPIC GAMES — HISTORY OF SPORT
An den Hubertshiluserm 21
1000 Berlin 38
West Germany
T01. 601.2900

State College, PA.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

BUYING & SELLING:

OLYMPIC GAMES ....
- Official Reports
- Daily Programs
- Rules, Regulations
- Bulletins
- Results; Guidebooks
- Documents; Letters
- IOC and NOC publications
- Books, Biographies
- Periodicals, magazines
- Illustrated postcards

-

Winner's medals
Participant's medallions
Diplomas
Official's badges
Pins
Original Posters
Artwork
Torches
Collectables
Graphics

Also of interest: Books and Graphics on....
- History of Sport and Physical Education
- Wrestling, Gymnastics, Fencing, Boxing
- Track and Field (Athletics)
- Paris 1900 Exposition
- Buffalo 1901 Pan-American Exposition
- St. Louis 1904 World's Fair (Louisiana Purchase Exposition)
- Sport in Ancient and Medieval society
- Ancient Greek Olympic Games
- Sport in Art, including medallic arts & philately

Period catalogs issued. Subscription $5.00 (12 DM)(44.00) per catalog. Special
delivery and express mail services available at extra cost.
Commissioned items are accepted. Please inquire about terms and regulations.
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FROM orn", *********************
***NEWS rnunn acuuL*********************
Seoul produced a spectacular, but soggy
start to the Asian Games in September. The
successful opening ceremony held great promise for the 1988 Games. Thousands of dancers
and entertainers provided a two hour colourful spectacular before an audience of 75,000
in the Seoul Olympic Stadium. Everything,
except the weather, was under control. Typhoon
Abby chose to move past the Korean coast and
caused an unseasonal deluge which drenched
athletes and spectators alike. Only the
Lebanese had the foresight to bring their
umbrellas! The rain continued throughout the
weekend, making a difficult start to the sixteen days of sport. Officials believe that
a successful Asiad will lead to a large
attendance at the 1988 Olympiad.
- Australian Sun +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Seven multi-national sponsors have already
signed for the 1988 Games, generating as much
money as thirty five sponsors did for Los
Angeles, namely $125 million. Visa, the world
wide consumers payment system has joined Coca
Cola, Kodak and Federal Express, and eleven
more are in the pipeline.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Only four days before a bomb killed five South
Koreans at the international airport, the
President of the International Olympic Committee received specific warning from authortative sources within the Olympic Movement
on the probable penetration of Korean security
before and during the Games in two years time.
At the same time, international intelligence
agencies are aware that North Korea has recently doubled its infiltration of personnel
into the south. At no time in the history of
the Games have they been living on such a
knife-edge of security risks so far in advance
of the event. The situation is both a
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political and sporting nightmare for the
South Korean government. The potential for
terrorism in Seoul is, if anything, even
greater than in Paris, which must have undermined their bid to host the 1992 Games. Also
worrying are the repeated clashes between
students at South Korea University and the
police, echoing the situation in Mexico
City in 1968.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Two English language newspapers will be published each day during the 1988 Games. There
will be the Korea Herald Games publication,
entitled "Seoul Asian News" which will report
all information concerning the Games, while
the Korean Times will produce an eight page
daily tabloid with specific interest to the
competitors and officials staying at the
Olympic Village.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Five years ago when Seoul was granted the
Games, all the applicants, including the South
Koreans, were aghast. Nagoya was the favourite.
Seoul made a token approach, as a form of
opener to a serious commitment at a later stage.
The I.O.C. granted the Games to Seoul, and the
capital of this one-time hermit kingdom is
preparing as best it can in an environment
said to bristle with soldiers and suspicion.
From all accounts, the next Olympic Games will
be held in the tightest security ever known,
and the just completed Asian Games proved to
be a full-scale dress rehearsal, not only for
the sporting and electronic equipment, but also
for the security guards, who were seen everywhere, particularly after the earlier bomb.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
I.O.C. President, Juan Antonio Samaranch,
said after meeting top Soviet sports officials
that he was "certain" that the Soviet Union
would compete in the 1988 Summer Games. However, the Soviet Sports Minister, Marat Gramov
said that the Soviet Union had not yet reached
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a decision. It was Mr Gramov who announced the
Soviet boycott of the 1984 Games in Los
Angeles.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
South Korea issued two stamps and miniature
sheetSto commemorate the 10th Asian Games
which were held in Seoul from 20 September to
5 October 1986. The Games originated from a
suggestion put forward by India in 1948 to
create an Asian sports festival. The Asian
Games Federation was subsequently formed on
13 February 1949, and the first Asian Games
were held in New Delhi in 1951. Since then,
these games have been hosted by Manila, Tokyo,
Jakarta, Bangkok and Teheran, among others.
The stamps were designed by Professor An Jeongun, and were printed by the Korean Security
Printing and Minting Corporation on white
unwatermarked paper in photogravure. Both stamps
have a face value of 80 Won. The design of
the one stamp shows the insignia of the Asian
Games, while the other shows a firework display.
3,000,000 of each stamp was printed in sheets
of twenty stamps per sheet, and 400,000 miniature sheets were prepared which each have one
stamp. The date of issue was the opening day
of the games, 20 September 1986.

BIM 011100310121

SEOUL1986
KOREA 80

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A further stamp, in the form of a miniature
sheet was released to commemorate the successful conclusion of the Asian Games. This was
released on 31 October 1986. It has a face
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value of 550 Won and 550,000 miniature sheets
were printed. The design, which shows a main
stadium at an athletic event, was executed
by Kim Hyun. It was printed by the Korean
Security Printing and Minting Corporation on
white, unwatermarked paper and lithographed.
Unfortunately, the design of the stamp is not
suitable for reproduction here.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A stamp was issued on 30 September 1986 to
commemorate the 5th Anniversary of the I.O.C.
decision to award the 1988 Olympic Games to
Seoul. The stamp, with a face value of 80 Won,
shows the President of the I.O.C. and the
celebrating South Koreans. It also has the
figure "5". It was designed by Kim Hyun and
was printed in photogravure by the Korean
Security Printing and Minting Corporation on
white, unwatermarked paper. The stamps were
printed in sheets of twenty, and 3,000,000
were prepared.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Two stamps were issued on 10 October 1986 for
the 1988 Olympic Games. Both have a face value
of 80+50 Won, and were printed both in sheets
of twenty stamps and as miniature sheets with
four stamps of the same value on each sheet.
5 million stamps were printed, and 500,000
miniature sheets. The designs, by Cho Youngje were printed in photogravure by the Korean
Security Printing and Minting Corporation.
They show weight-lifting and handball. On the
miniature sheets, the values are 370+100 Won
for weight-lifting and 400+100 Won for the
handball stamp.
A further two stamps were released for the
1988 Olympic Games on 1 November 1986. They
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were also designed by Cho Young-Je and the
other details are also similar to the previous
issue. The stamps, which show judo and hockey)
have a face value of 80+50 Won, while the
miniature sheets have a face value of 440+100
Won (judo) and 470+100 Won (hockey)
K, Jc+EA 1,
J8

+++++++++ ++++++ +++++++++ ++++++ +++++++++ ++++++ ++

Bob Wilcock's article on the 1988 philatelic
programme mentioned the stamp for the 1988
Olympic Expressway, and that this road had no
connection with the Olympics.
To confuse matters, SEOUL OLYMPIC NEWS, published by the S.O.O.C., has announced the completion, in May 1986, of an "Olympic Highway"
in Seoul itself. The 1984 road runs from
Taegu to Kwangju (where some of the Olympic
soccer preliminaries will be held) The 1986
road runs from Haengju Grand Bridge at the
western limit of Seoul, some 36 kilometres to
Kwangjin Bridge in the east. The road passes
the Olympic sports complex and cuts the journey
time between the airport and the complex from
one hour to half an hour.
As far as I am aware, the openingof this road
had not been marked philatelically.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
After just over two years, the construction
of the velodrome and three gymnasia for weight
lifting, fencing and gymnastics was completed
last May. It is on the Olympic Park site,
which already contains the Olympic Centre,
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Korea Sports College and Korea Sports High
School. A covered swimming pool and eighteen
tennis courts are also almost completed. The
velodrome is oval and roofless, and can seat
up to 6,000 spectators. The wood used for the
track was imported from West Germany and is
said to be able to resist exposure to wind,
rain and snow for up to thirty years.
The roof of the gymnasium for weightlifting
is translucent so that competitions can be
held during the day without artificial light.
It can seat up to 4,000 spectators, and the
floor has been specially strengthened to
take falling weights without damage.
The silicone fibre glass roof of the gymnastic
hall is the first of its kind in the world.
The hall seats up to 15,000 spectators, but
this can vary, since the seating can be moved
forward or backward to give a larger floor
area. The fencing arena, which has a similar
roof, can accommodate 7,000 spectators. The
advantage of this type of roof is that natural
light can be used even on dull and cloudy days.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
"SEOULAND" a Korean version of Disneyland, is
being constructed to the south of Olympic City.
This amusement park, which will cover some
830,000 square metres, will be the largest in
Korea and is expected to open in May 1988.
There will be four areas, each with its own
distinctive flavour, Land of the Future, Land
of Fantasy, Village of the World and Garden
of Samcholli ( a poetic name for the Korean
peninsula.) There will be almost two hundred
recreation and amusement facilities, including
a big wheel and switchback rides. The Seoul
park, which already contains one of the world's
largest zoos and the biggest botanical garden
in Asia is expected to take on a truly international flavour with these new attractions,
and is likely to draw many visitors who come
to Seoul for the Olympic Games.
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SEOUL STAMPS AND STATIONERY.
Bob Wilcock.
The Ministry of Communications of the Republic
of Korea recently published the outline programme of the stamp issues to mark the 1988
Olympic Games, right up to the time of the
event.
Within a month of the I.O.C. decision to
award the Games to Seoul a stamp was rushed
out. This showed an attractive logo that has
since been superceded, and strictly speaking,
the stamp was in breach of the I.O.C. rules
which forbids publicity for an Olympic Games
until the previous Games have been concluded.
On 22 June 1984 a stamp was issued to commemorate the opening of the so-called Olympic
Expressway. This is a road between Taegu and
Kwangju and the only connection with the
Olympics is the name chosen for it. It is
up to each collector to decide whether or
not to include it in his collection.
The programme proper got under way in 1985.
There were four issues, each of two stamps
issued individually in.sheets of twenty, and
in se-tenant pairs in four miniature sheets.
The stamps were designed by Kim Hyun, who
also designed Hodoori the tiger mascot.
For 1986 there were two issues of four stamps
this time designed by Professor Cho Young-Je
of Seoul National University. The basic
stamps in values of 70 Won plus 30 Won for
Olympic funds were again issued in sheets
of twenty of each value. Five million of
each value were printed. Each stamp is reproduced on a miniature sheet of four stamps
but the values have been changed, and represent the four airmail letter rates from
Korea to different parts of the world. Each
stamp in the sheet has a 100 Won surcharge
for the Olympic fund. 500,000 miniature
sheets were printed.
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This change in policy is alarming, and has
given rise to a sharp protest. The face value
of each set of four sheets is approximately
E7, which means dealer prices to collectors
could be double that amount. The published
details for 1987 are vague in relation to
the miniature sheets, but it is to be hoped
that the more sensible original policy will
be restored.
On 30 September 1986 a stamp was issued to
mark the Fifth Anniversary of the I.O.C.
decision to award the 1988 Games to Seoul,
and collectors should not overlook the two
stamps and the miniature sheet issued on 20
September for the 1986 Asian Games in Seoul.
This is the major pre-Olympic event and the
Asian Games have been organised by the Olympic Organising Committee.
There are various first day postmarks for
each Olympic issue. There has been a postmark reproducing the subject of each stamp
from Seoul and from Jinju City, both solely
with Korean script, the difference being the
emblems at the base of the postmark. Some
are black, others are violet, and it is
possible that all cancels exist in both colours. I have seen a further cancel for some
issues with "SEOUL C.P.O." in western script
at the base; this version will probably exist
for all issues. There were two special postmarks at Olymphilex '85 in Lausanne, and the
first issue in the main Olympic series was
pre-released on the first day of Olymphilex,
18 March. As well as first day covers there
are official maximum cards for each issue.
The quality of the postmark on these is generally very poor.
POSTAL STATIONERY.
Despite requests, I have been unable to obtain
a list of the postal stationery items that
have been issued, but have seen, or have
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Layout of the Seoul Sports Complex

Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee

1.7

seen reported, various items. The first was
probably a glossy postcard of the "Athletic
Stadium" for the '88 Olympic Games with a
40 Won pagoda stamp dated 1983. This can be
found with a handstamp of 29 September 1984
marking the opening of the stadium. An aerogramme with a 350 Won 'stamp' depicting the
Korean flag and flowers was issued in 1984,
with, on the reverse, a photograph of the
Seoul sports complex. The same photograph
appears on two more aerogrammes with Olympic
'stamps', one showing Hodoori with the Korean
flag and the other Hodoori holding a torch.
Two more aerogrammes with 350 Won non-Olympia
stamps show on the reverse, Hodoori dancing
through the words SEOUL and KOREA respectively
and another shows Hodoori' and the Olympic
logo side by side. There are two plain prestamped postcards, one where the 'stamp' is
the logo, the other, Hodoori. Originally with
40 on values, they were reprinted, probably
in 1986, with 50 Won values.
One other item that I have seen is a postcard
with a red 'stamp' showing a stylised bird
but no value. This was apparently issued at
PhilaKorea, the international stamp exhibition
in 1984, the reverse gives the 1985 stamp
programme (wholly in Korean script) and on
the front is a panel including the logo and
Hodoori. There will no doubt be other items,
perhaps some have already been issued, and
there will be more before the Games are held.
Members should also look out for Organising
Committee stationery. Pre-printed envelopes
exist, some with an imprinted stamp, and
some without. The latter usually bear a
Korean post office 'Postage Paid' handstamp
of some sort. The Organising Committee moved
during 1986 and envelopes now bear the new
address. This is: SEOUL OLYMPIC ORGANISING
COMMITTEE, 88 PANG-I-DONG, KANGDONG-GU,
SEOUL,KOREA. If you write, your chances of
a reply are not high, but will be increased
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if you enclose two International Reply Coupons. If you want to write for details of
stamps, the address is: KOREAN PHILATELIC
CENTER, C.P.O. BOX 5122, SEOUL, KOREA.
The past and probable future stamp issuing
programme for the 1988 Olympic Games by Korea
is as follows:
30 October 1981. 40 Won.

22 June 1984
20 March 1985

70 Won.
70+30 W.
70+30 W.
200 Won.

10 June 1985

70+30 W.
70+30 W.
200 Won.

16 September 1985 70+30 W.
70+30 W.
200 Won.
1 November 1985 '70+30 W.
70+30 W.
200 Won.
25 March 1986

To commemorate
the I.O.C. choice
of Seoul (with
provisional logo)
Olympic Expressway
Emblem (in sheets
of 20 stamps)
Mascot
Miniature sheet.
(1 of each
Track and Field.
Hurdler
Rowing
Miniature sheet
(1 of each)
Basketball
Boxing
Miniature sheet.
(1 of each)
Canoeing
Cycling
Miniature sheet
(1 of each

70+30 W. Equestrian
370+100 W. Miniature sheet
70+30 W. Fencing
400+100 W. Miniature sheet
70+30 W. Football
440+100 W. Miniature sheet
70+30 W. Gymnastic Rings
470+100 W. Miniature sheet.

NB. The above miniature sheets are printed
in blocks of four of the same design.
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Western script on postcard designed as a
playing card (standard postcard size).
.U2121
GANES Of THE MYTH OLYMPIAD SEOUL IOU
MJ■ 141.1(.1Uftla

do''.... .s

”Oln the SLOG

--SEOUL OLYMPIC ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
181, Clichiro 2-ga, Chung-gu, Seoul, Korea
Telex: K21988/Cable Address: SLOOC/CP.O. Box 1988

Organising Committee stationery and logo.
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A1985

70

21 April 1986

70 Won.

JO September 19 86

1 value

10 October 1986

70+JO W.
370+100
70+JO W.
400+100
70+JO W.
440+100
70+JO W.
470+100

I.o.c. Me eting
ANOC General
Assembly.
5th Anniver sary
of IOC cho ice
of Seoul.
Weightliftin g
Miniature sheet
Handball
Miniature sheet
Stadium 1
Miniature sh e et
Stadium 2
Miniature shee t .

NB. The above miniature sheets are printe d
in blocks of four of the same design.
Proposed Programme for 1987:
Spring. Hockey, Judo, Wrestling, Swimming .
Four values and miniature sheets.
Autumn. Pentathlon, Tennis, Auxiliary stadia.
Four values and miniature sheets.
Proposed Programme for 1988:
Table tennis, Shooting, Archery and Volleyba ll
Four values and miniature sheets.
Yachting, Torch and Stadium. Four values and
miniature sheets.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O: O:O
SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY!
The Auction and Paeket Managers always n eed
good and interesting material for sale. Your
duplicates are other members wants!
Please mention TORCH BEARER when replying to
advertisers.
O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O: O: O
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The Royal Canadian Mint are striking a series
of ten medals to commemorate the XV Olympic
Winter Games in Calgary in 1988. Two 20 Dollar
coins will be released in the spring and
Autumn of each year until 1988. So far, six
coins were released in the Autumn of 1985,
Spring and Autumn of 1986 which showed downhill skating, speed skating, ice hockey,
biathlon, cross country skiing and free style
skating on the reverse. On all the coins, the
Queen's head is seen in profile on the obverse.
The coins are available individually at £28
Sterling each, in pairs, and in complete sets.
The complete issue is limited to a world-wide
mintage of 5 million, and each contains one
ounce of pure silver. Subscribers of the
complete set are given a presentation case
in which to keep them and a signed and numbered certificate of authenticity. It is estimated that there will be only 350,000 complete sets; the rest being sold as individual
items.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Tickets for the Olympic Winter Games in Calgary officially went on sale to the public
on 1 October 1986. At that time, no British
ticket agent had been appointed, but this
should not jeopardise the availability of
tickets for British supporters wishing to attend the Games.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Canada Post have announced details of the 1987
issues in the Calgary Winter Olympic series.
Two stamps will be issued on 3 April 1987, one
featuring a bobsleigh (39c.) and the other
speedskating (34c.). The date of issue is one
day before the start of the World Speedskating
Championships in Montreal. Two more stamps
will be issued on 20 November, featuring cross
country skiing and ski jumping, the two events
also making up the third discipline, Nordic
combined.
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Twelve trial events will take place at the
Olympic sites during the course of this winter,
The Organising Committee has authorised the
expenditure of $4.5 million for this purpose,
which is being named "Preview '88". Staging
tests of each of the competitions will enable
the Organising Committee to try out facilities,
equipment, systems support services and voluntary involvement. The ice hockey and figure
skating events will take place at the aptly
named Olympic Saddledrome.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Congress "Olympic Movement and Media, past,
present and future" will take place in Calgary
from 16-20 February. The programme will include
discussions on the historical interdependence
between sport and the media, the role of the
sports journalist, the press and the Olympic
Movement, television and the Games from various
angles, the impact on Olympic cities and host
countries, the cultural dimensions, Seoul and
after and future prospects.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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***
*********************************
***NEWS*********************************
Water skiing will be a competitive sport at
the 1992 Olympic Games, it will be a demonstration sport in Seoul.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Anita de Frantz of the United States was one
of four new members elected to the International Olympic Committee on the closing day
of the 91st Session in Lausanne in October
1986. Also chosen were Kim Un Yong of South
Korea, Charalambos Nikolaou of Greece and
Jean-Claude Ganga of the Congo. Peter Ueberroth, the head of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic
Organising Committee and Donna De Varona, the
former U.S Olympic swimming champion had
hoped to be selected as the U.S. delegate.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Gibraltar plans to compete in the 1992 Games
in Barcelona, so threatening the first political dispute of the Games. Spain, which
regards Gibraltar as its territory, protested
at the Rock's participation in the European
indoor athletics championship in Madrid early
in 1986. It refused to allow competitors from
Gibraltar to use their national flag. What
will happen in 1992 when all the teams enter
the stadium behind their flags?
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The German stamp and catalogue company,
Richard Borek of Braunschweig, are advertising
their complete collection of issues for the
1988 Olympic Games. It won't be too long
before Franklin Mint et.al. also climb onto
that bandwagon and the advertisements start
to appear in the non-philatelic press!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Following the withdrawal of the SecretaryGeneral-elect, John Boulter, the British
Olympic Association announced that the former
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Secretary General, Dick Palmer, has agreed
to continue as chief executive of the Association until after the 1988 Games. At the
press conference held at the Association's
headquarters in Wandsworth, the Chairman,
Charles Palmer (no relation) said that the
President of the International Olympic Committee had agreed that Mr Dick Palmer could
work part time as the Advisor to the Olympic
Solidarity Committee, rather than full time,
as had been originally envisaged. Dick Palmer
will not be alone in undertaking both positions. Walther Troger and Adrian Vanden Eede
of West Germany and Belgium both undertake
specific tasks for the I.O.C. as well as
fulfilling the. position of Secretary General
of their national Olympic Committees.
John Boulter turned down the position of
Secretary General of the B.O.A. and decided
to remain with Adidas when he discovered the
cost of housing in London.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Barcelona showed the world that it knows how
to throw a party. As the I.O.C. announced
that Barcelona had won the right to host the
1992 Summer Games, thousands wept and embraced
with joy and participated in a victory party
that lasted all night. Newspapers put out
special editions within minutes of the announcement. The daily paper SPORT appeared with
the headline "We Did It." Barcelona began
organising the victory celebrations weeks
before, and officials invited the whole city
to a fireworks show held at the foot of the
Montjuic mountain, where the athletic stadium
is located.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
It is said that the I.O.C. is keen to encourage nations from Africa and South America to
stage the first Olympic Games on those continents. If nations such as Egypt and Brazil
applied, they would almost certainly be awarded
the Games in the early years of next century.
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The I.O.C. intend to discuss the amount of
money that was spent by the cities seeking to
host future Olympic Games when they hold their
next meeting in Istanbul next May. This follows
accusations that the thirteen cities who asked
to be considered for the 1992 Games squandered
more than L50,000,000 on hospitality and gifts.
Some I.O.C. officials described as "obscene"
the attempts to buy votes. It is alleged that
Barcelona, the eventual winners, spent nearly
L15 million on hospitality and gifts in its
five year campaign. It is hoped that in future
there will be strict ground rules to regulate
the amount of money that cities seeking to
host the Games will be allowed to spend for
lobbying and hospitality.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A bid may be made to hold the 1996 Games in
Sydney, Australia. Reports from Sydney said
that John Brown, the Federal Minister for Sport
was pushing for Sydney to bid for the Games.
The Minister is said to be concerned that if
an Australian city does not try for the 1996
Games, it may be well into the next century
before the Games return to Australasia. Perth
is also said to be interested in bidding, and
Brisbane have not yet decided whether or not
to bid again.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A British film company, "Flashback" is co-operating with Channel 4 TV in the production
of a large scale documentary with the aim of
putting the future of the Olympic Movement
into perspective. The film crew is being led
by Taylor Downing, who was the creator of the
"Games in Question" produced for Channel 4 by
Flashback prior to the 1984 Olympic Games.
The first film sequences of the new documentary
have already been transferred on five videos
which have been presented to the I.O.C. Press:
ident. These early Olympic films will eventually be a useful source of reference for
future Olympic historians.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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********************* ,1
****
**** DEAR FRANCESKA*********************
Regarding Ernest Nutman's query in TORCH
BEARER September 1986, page 136, I can tell
him that during the Olympic Games in 1928
in Amsterdam, several Olympic athletes were
housed on different ships. Thus part of the
United States team were housed on the SS
President Roosevelt, the Italians on the
"Solunto", the Finns on the "Oihanna", all
national ships, while a part of the Belgian
and Irish teams were housed on the "SS Orange
Nassau", a ship of the Zeeland company. This
ship was fitted as an Olympic hotel ship
from 25 May until 15 August 1928. It was
berthed at the Oosterdok, almost opposite
Amsterdam Central Station. Housing the teams
for these Games was very complicated since
they were spread over schools, pensions,
ships and hotels in and around Amsterdam.
The Offical Report lists over one hundred
locations for accommodation.
Regarding the bibliography compiled by Messrs
Morolli, Griffenhagen and Schlunegger; this
is not complete. The following can be added:
XVIII Olympische Spelen 1964. J.E.Stolk.
Netherlands, 97 pages.
Olympisch Spelen MUnchen 1972. Postzegelkatalog met Randgebieden. 1974 Laurentz Jonker,
Zwolle, Netherlands. 145 pages.
Congresso Olimpico di Praga 1925. Maurizio
Tecardi, Italy. 1980. 6 pages.
Posta V Olympii. Olimp-Sport CSSR. Prosinec
1984. Frantisek Andel, Jaroslav Justyn. 188p.
Sport and Briefmarken 1958. Dr Gerhard
Schmidt and Glinter Schneider. 300 pages.
....and there are more.
-Laurentz Jonker++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
With reference to my request for information
about the SS "Orange Nassau", I am pleased
to tell you that two Dutch collectors, Jaco
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Treurniet and R.A.Huurman supplied much useful information. The Dutch newspaper, "De
Telegraaf" published an article on 23 May
1928 describing the ships and giving a map of
their location in Amsterdam harbour. The ship
had been hired by the Olympic Organising
Committee and accommodated a part of the Belgian team and the entire Irish team. Jaco
Treurniet told me that he has photographic
postcards of the SS "Roosevelt" and the SS
"Solunto", and one wonders if this was part
of a set featuring ships associated with the
1928 Games.
-Ernest Nutman(I have omitted those passages of Ernest's
letter which are already covered by that from
Laurentz Jonker. ED.)

*********************:
***AN EMBER'S FORUM*********************:

****

Mrs Sheila Hart, West Hope, Lyth Bank,
Shrewsbury SY3 OBE, UK is looking for 1896
Greece first Games issue, SG112 or SG113
mint, or VERY lightly mounted the discus
thrower) She does not want to pay an outrageous price. If anyone can help, make direct
contact.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Steve Hubbard, 19 Rutland Close, Clayton-le
Moors, Nr. Accrington, Lanes BB5 5RQ has just
started collecting the 1964 Games in Tokyo
and the 1972 Games in Sapporo. Can anyone
supply him with any philatelic information?
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Member Harry Beinart won a small gold medal
for his exhibit "The Story of the Olympic
Games 1896-1948, and S.W. LeRoux won a silver
gilt medal with felications for his exhibit
Olympic Games Postal History 1894-1948 at the
international exhibition held in Johannesburg
from 6-11 October 1986. Many congratulations
to them both.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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**AN
OLYMPIC FOOTBALL"FIRST"***********
***********
**
Jack Murray.

The GOUDI STADIUM cancellation. Greece 1906.
Having enjoyed over thirty five years of collecting "Olympic Football", and the related
covers and postcards associated with the game,
prompts me to jot down a few lines concerning
one of the most interesting pieces of correspondence that I have received in all the years
that I have been collecting Olympic Football.
Being aware that, when the Intercalated Games
were held in Athens in 1906, what appeared to
be a large amount of publicity postcards were
issued for these Games. I have noticed that
these appeared fairly steadily over the years,
and in trying to find more information about a
possible football card in this series, I wrote
to fellow S.O.C. member and Olympic specialist,
Dr. Manfred Bergman in Switzerland. In replying
to my query, he advised me that, he had in fact,
seen football postcards, and suggested that if
I wanted further information about these cards,
I should write to another S.O.C. member, and a
specialist in the Greek Olympic issues, Michael
Tsironis of Athens, who might be able to give
me further information about these Olympic cards.
I then wrote to Mr Tsironis seeking his help,
explaining to him that at the 1906 Games, an
unofficial football tournament was played between the Danish XI and local Greek and Turkish
teams from Smirna, Salonika and Athens.
To my delight, I received a most courteous
letter from Mr Tsironis, advising me that such
football cards did exist, but were extremely
difficult to find. Thereafter, in the second
half of his letter, he really dropped a bombshell into my lap, when he asked, "was I aware
of the 1906 Goudi Stadium cancellation which
was used at the time of the Games, and even
better still, the cancellation depicted a
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footballer with the ball at his feet?"
As everyone in our hobby is aware, no matter
how long you have been collecting, you are always
learning more and more as the years progress,
and in my case, this piece of information must
cause alterations to a few of my philatelic
facts and figures.
To substantiate this piece of information, Mr
Tsironis had kindly enclosed with his letter a
coloured reproduction of this football "first".
It comprised an Olympic leaflet outlining the
detail of events, and on each corner, the respective Greek stamps had each been cancelled with
the GOUDI STADIUM cancellation. With the kind
permission of Mr Tsironis, this item is reproduced here, and he hopes that it will be of interest to readers of TORCH BEARER.
To give us both peace of mind concerning the
actual venue of the 1906 football tournament, Mr
Tsironis had discussions with members of the
Greek Olympic Committee. Their unanimous verdict
was that, since the only stadium built in Athens
for football at that time was the Goudi Stadium,
and since the only other stadium was the Olympic
Stadium itself (which was unsuitable for football matches) the Goudi Stadium was, in fact,
where the 1906 tournament was staged.
As our Olympic historians will be aware, a victorious Danish XI defeated the local Athens XI
by 9 goals to 0, to become the champions of the
Intercalated Games, though these were never
accorded Olympic status as no medals were awarded
to the winners by the I.O.C.
I hope that this article will be of some interest
to other football specialists in the Society.
In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to Dr Bergman for
his introduction to Mr Tsironis, and finally,
my ever-grateful thanks to Mr Tsironis for all
the effort he put into the enquiries on my behalf
relating to this unique piece of Olympic history.
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=THE 91ST SESSION OF THE
Bob Wilcock.
The 91st Session of the International Olympic
Committee in Lausanne from 12-18 October 1986
was probably the most publicised ever. There
was comment in the press about the commercialism of the Olympics, on the Latin influence,
and on the professionals and Olympic sports,
but it was the build-up to the selection of
the host cities for the 1992 Games that attracted most of the attention. In this article
I propose to concentrate on the collector
interest, including a review of all the candidate city collectibles.
11
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For the Session itself, there
was a meter from the I.O.C.
and there were special envelopes in at least two sizes.
The Swiss Post Office provided a handstamp, showing
the dates, 12-17 October.

THE VOTES: AMSTERDAM:
Amsterdam attracted only five votes out of a
possible eighty five and was the first city
to be eliminated. The bomb in the Olympic
offices in Amsterdam, and the presence of the
protesters in Lausanne throughout the Session
probably sealed that city's fate. For the
collector, as well as the postcard illustrated
in TORCH BEARER Volume 2 Page 165, there were
thirteen other cards showing five competitors
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symbolising the Olympic Movement, six in Dutch
and six in English in the same design, and
one with the logo.
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There was also the candidate Committee meter
cancellation.
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AMSTERDAM I-EEFT T pLYMPISC1-1 VUUR.
Postcard, size reduced.
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BIRMINGHAM:
Next, with just eight
votes in the first round
came Birmingham. The
votes for Amsterdam and /
others switched to Barcelona, so Birmingham
was eliminated on the
second vote. For the
collector, I illustrate the meter and one
of the three vignettes.
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Additionally, the Much Wenlock Olympian Games
featured Birmingham's campaign, so the Games
medals, the magnificent mug from the nearby
Coalport Pottery and the Birmingham/Much
Wenlock Tee shirts, as well as the S.O.C.sponsored postcard, cover and handstamp all
form a part of the 1992 collection.
BRISBANE AND BELGRADE:
Brisbane secured eleven votes in the first
ballot, Belgrade thirteen. Both lost two votes
in the second round, and Belgrade dropped to
five in the final vote, while Brisbane regained
a vote to finish with ten. I know of no other
collectibles from these cities beyond those
mentioned in Volume 3 (Page 141) and of course,
the Committee envelopes.
PARIS.
Paris started, and stayed, second, securing
nineteen, twenty and finally twenty three
votes. Late in the day came some philatelic
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souvenirs, two handstamps, from a stamp and
from a postcard exhibition the articles are
found elsewhere in this issue) and a meter
from Renault the car manufacturers who were
one of those sponsoring the bid from the city.
There are vignettes with the Paris logo and
also a vignette from Hyeres where the yachting
events would have been held.

HYERES 1992
fizr
.
. 2s. io. 16 7,,
;ca

.,

:t?..'

;

(f-PAW: Vs*

\,
-. 6,

35

,. - „,„,,,,,,scc %
1

. 250
C(.4; 'Cc- (7

BARCELONA:
There were fireworks in the streets of Barcelona when it was announced that the city had
been successful at the fifth attempt since
1924 when de Coubertin's influence meant that
they lost out to Paris. Barcelona's facilities
may not have been the best on offer, but the
Spaniards feel that justice has been done and
that the patience and hard work have been
rewarded. The city was the first to bid in
1982, long before the success of the Los
Angeles Games encouraged the others, and the
first with a collectible item, the postcard
illustrated in TORCH BEARER Vo1.2 Page 164.
The city council and the Olympic office used
a meter slogan in Catalan in at least three
different machines, 16620, 4263 and 5788. See
TORCH BEARER Vol 2. page 100 and Vol 3 page 23.
More recently, the Olympic offices have used
a meter incorporating their 1992 logo, and
the Spanish Olympic Committee in Madrid have
used a meter slug incorporating the words
"Barcelona 1992".
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BARCELONA OLIIVIPICA
CALELLA, 21 JUNTO 1986

On 21 June 1986 a stamp exhibition entitled
FILATEM '86 was held in Barcelona and the
exhibition handstamp incorporated the 1992 logo,
Previously, there was a handstamp used at the
end of 1984 for a Christmas Youth Festival (see
TORCH BEARER Vol 2 Page 100.)
THE 1992 WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES.
More ballots were required to decide the host
for the 1992 Winter Games, and the voting
proved to be extremely interesting. As can be
seen from the chart, Sofia initially obtained
the most votes and her supporters remained
constant to the end. No-one transferred to
Sofia, except in the third round, and the
inference that the voting was political is
very strong.
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ROUND:

1st.

2nd.

3rd.

4th.

Albertville
Anchorage
Berchtesgaden
Cortina
Falun
Lillehammer
Sofia

19

26

29

42

7
6
7

5
6

7

10
10
25

11
11
25

11
9
28

5th.

-

-

9
9
24

41
40

In the sixth, and final, round, Albertville
had fifty one votes, and Sofia again had
twenty five.
There was a powerful case that these Games
ought to have been awarded to a Nordic country;
Nordic sports are a major element in the Games
but only once, in 1952, has a Nordic country
acted as the host. The voting shows a strong
presence of a Nordic camp, but the two contenders, Falun and Lillehammer, found equal
favour until a fifth vote became necessary
just to decide between them. Had one dropped
out before the Session things could have been
very different, but at the end, the Lillehammer
vote did not switch to Falun but to Albertville
Albertville had gained the votes of all but
Sofia, and so emerged triumphant at the end.
ANCHORAGE, LILLEHAMMER AND CORTINA.
Souvenirs.are detailed in Vol. 2 Page 63 and
Vol. 3 pp.53 and 141-4.
FALUN.
As well as the items mentioned on page 141 of
Volume 3, there are two large (A5 size) postcards, one showing the Lugnet sports centre
in Falun, and the other the locations of the
Winter Olympic Games from 1924-1988 on a world
map, under the caption "It's Time for Sweden"
The Committee had a meter and also a postage
paid marker for bulk mailings. One of the
sponsors of Falun's bid indicated that fact
on a meter. Does any member know the identity
of the sponsor?
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BERCHTESGADEN.
The Brechtesgaden souvenirs were mentioned in
Vol. 3 on Page 57 and the Committee meter is
also illustrated. An almost identical meter
can be found from Dusseldorf, from where some
Berchtesgaden publicity was distributed.
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SOFIA.
Vignettes galore suddenly appeared in September 1986, including one with a mascot, and
I illustrate some of them, together with one
of the three maximum cards that have come on
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the market. These cards are private products
and the "postmarks" are not post office marks.
There is a proper philatelic souvenir, the
handstamp from the Franco-Bulgarian exhibition
of 10 October 1986 held in Paris.
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Not the least of those delighted by the choice
of Albertville was the postmaster, and he
brought back into use the slogan postmark
originally introduced on 3 August 1985 and
withdrawn after 4 April 1986. On 3 April there
had been a handstamp for the Olympic philatelic exhibition (Vol 3. pp 129-30) The Albertville postmaster is a philatelist and very
helpful to collectors, so this bodes well for
the future.
The postmaster at Tignes, where the men's
alpine skiing events are scheduled to take
place, did not have an Olympic postmark, just
the town's ordinary publicity slogan, but he
made sure that Olympic mail was postmarked at
13.30 on 17 October, the very time that the
decision was announced.
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Collectors items were postmarked on 17 October
at all the towns and villages where events
will be held, but quantities are very small.
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Postcards issued by SECA were used. A series
of twenty five was released early in 1986
with the caption LA SAVOIE, L'ENJEU OLYMPIQUE
(Savoy, the Olympic Challenge) Whether this
slogan will continue in use is not clear; if
it is not, then undoubtedly the postcards will
be reprinted in due course. Several of the
cards feature Torvill and Dean, and I can
supply sets of cards and other official souvenirs as follows. (Prices include surface
postage, and payment may be made by cheque or
by transfer to my National Girobank A/C
(Post giro/CCP No.34 998 2805)
Set of 25 postcards
Self-adhesive postcard
Folder of 13 Views
Felt Badge

L6.75
60p
£1.60
£1.00

Other souvenirs include a cigarette lighter,
keyrings, pens and ski scraper (raclette) Any
member interested may write to me and I will
be pleased to explain how to purchase them
by post.
Many of the other philatelic items mentioned
can be obtained from Heiko Volk, including
the postage meters. If you are thinking of
making a comprehensive collection of 1992
Games, both Winter and Summer, this early
material will be scarce and sought-after by
the time of the Games, so it is best to get
it now, while you can.
1996/1994.
The I.O.C. were extremely concerned by the
profligate spending by the 1992 contenders.
The answer for 1996 is simple: let Athens
produce a bid to I.O.C. standards and award
the Games without competition.
The. Winter Games could be used to try more
sensible methods of selection, and in relation
to the Winter Olympics, the other major decision taken in Lausanne was that they shall
be held half way through each Olympiad,
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starting in 1994. This eases the burden for
many Olympic Committees and keeps the Olympic
Games more regularly in the public eye.
Whether any of the unsuccessful 1992 contenders
will now bid for 1994 remains to be seen.
Leningrad will presumably switch from 1996 to
1994, and Garmisch-Partenkirchen have also
announced their intention to bid.
As already mentioned in TORCH BEARER Vol 3
page 195, Lausanne has announced a bid for
1996 based on the city and resorts in the
mountains to the east. They already have a
logo incorporating their mascot, but from
the meter that was illustrated, it will be
seen that it will need to be completely altered
if it is to be suitable for 1994.
Postcard from Albertville. (Reduced)
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*** PARIS OLYMPIC
Bob Wilcock.
Paris played host to two Olympic exhibitions
in October 1986. On 9-11 October there was a
philatelic/numismatic exhibition, and on 17
October there was a postcard exhibition.
PARIS AND SOFIA: OLYMPIC CITIES.
This was the title of the first exhibition,
strategically organised for one week prior
to the I.O.C. decision as to the host cities
for the 1992 Games. It was organised by the
French Association for the Organisation of
International Philatelic Exhibitions (AFECIP)
under the patronage of Jacques Chirac, Mayor
of Paris, the Paris 1992 Sponsorship Committee, the Franco-Bulgarian Philatelic Circle
and various French and Bulgarian philatelic
and numismatic societies.
The exhibition took place in the City Hall
and the official opening ceremony and reception were on the evening of 9 October. The
theme was officially 1892-1992, 100 Years of
Olympism, on the one hand recalling the historicalappeal by de Coubertin at the Sorbonne
in 1892 for the re-establishment of the
Olympic Games, and on the other hand, looking
forward to the centenary of that event in
1992 and the then aspirations of Paris and
Sofia to host the Summer and Winter Games
respectively.
There were displays by French and Bulgarian
collectors on various Olympic themes, and
displays relating to French successes at the
Olympics, including medals loaned by proud
medal winners.
There were two handstamps to illustrate the
exhibition's theme, available from the temporary post office at the exhibition on
Friday 10 October, both showing de Coubertin's
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portrait, but one with the Paris 1992 logo,
(the Eiffel Tower and the Olympic Rings) and
the other with the Sofia logo.

Thus these postmarks can find a place in a
collection of the history of the modern
Olympics and a 1992 collection. I can supply
them on two superbly illustrated official
covers for £4.00 the pair, post paid. (Cash,
cheque or Giro.)
POSTCARD SALON.
The second salon of the CNEC, the French
postcard dealer's association, opened on
Friday 17 October, and very much aware of the
significance of the day, the organisers chose
the Olympic Games as the theme for the exhibition that accompanied the event. S.O.C.
committee members Ken Cook and myself were
tempted to brave two Channel crossings.in
twenty four hours to be there. Miraculously,
the Channel was mill-pond calm both ways,
and we had an excellent trip.
The Salon was held in the Conciergerie on
the Ile de la Cit6, the fourteenth century
prison where, at the time of the Revolution,
some 1,200 prisoners were held ( including
Marie Antoinette), many of whom saw the outside world just once more, when they were
led to the guillotine. We actually paid to
get in! It turned out to be a most impressive
setting, the exhibition being held in a large
vaulted hall with a raised platform at one
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end, where the display frames were and the
temporary post office. The sixty-odd dealers
stands filled the main floor area, and to one
side was a dramatic stone spiral staircase,
behind which, in a side room, was a typical
French bar selling baguette sandwiches, delicious little pastries, wine and coffee, black
and strong in little plastic scoops.(You could
hardly call them coffee cups!)
We sampled the bar after we had exhausted
ourselves touring the dealer's stands of
course. The dealers were general dealers of
postcards and postal history, but "Jeux
Olympiques?" were the only words of French
needed and nearly always produced a healthy
response, and there was some really excellent
material to tempt us. Paris 1924 material was
the most readily available, of course, some of
the cards being ones that we had never seen
before, but there was a good selection from
other Olympiads, and we had soon exhausted
our supply of Francs!
So, after a revival at the bar, time for the
displays, and to meet old friends, S.O.C.
member, David Fogel from the United States,
(over for a week, and not just a day like us)
and two French collectors we had met at
Olymphilex '85 in Lausanne, Jacques Aubignac
and Andre Deal, both of whom had displays in
the exhibition, and who guided us around.
Jacques showed ball sports on maximum cards,
while M.Deal had two displays. The first was
of Olympic postcards from 1896-1924, starting
with the views of the Chateau de Coubertin
(Seine et Oise) and especially showing the
enormous range of Paris 1924 cards. His second
display was a more conventional philatelic
display, "Peace and Friendship Through Olympics"
the choice items here being covers posted at
the Paris Olympic Village.
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Among the other exhibits was a fascinating
short display showing postcards of 1924 medal
winners, supported by postmarks of the day of
each event. There were no rarities, as such,
in this display, but it showed what can be
achieved with patience, time and effort. The
star display consisted of frames from Franco
Pellegrini's "Olympic Games Ancient and
Modern", building up to 1924, with not just
a Paris Organising Committee cover, but also
a similar one, and infinitely more scarce,
from the Chamonix Organising Committee. In
all, there were some fifty to sixty frames,
a good number for the occasion, and well worth
studying. Among the other exhibits was that
of our Italian member, Franco Canepa, who was
showing some of his superb 1924 material.
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Jacques Aubignac had a radio earpiece in his
ear, and shortly after 1.3Opm was able to
tell us that Paris had been beaten by Barcelona, but Albertville, whose postcards were
on sale from one of the stands, had been
successful. Excuses for another trip to the bar
An Olympic handstamp was available all day on
17 October from the temporary post office, and
could be applied to a superbly produced
official postcard, or two unofficial postcards,
both Olympic, produced by two of the dealers.

Two of the cards are illustrated, the other
is a collage of sporting scenes with a "stamp"
of de Coubertin in the top right corner, on
maximum card lines; the dealer was not trying
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hard to sell it, and we only discovered it as
we were leaving, and just rustled up enough
francs to buy some copies.
After the exhibition, we meandered through
Paris to the station, looking for now obsolete
Paris 1992 souvenirs. The man selling 1992
Tee shirts and underpants, with an unbelieving
look on his face, peeled the vignettes from
his cash register for us, but the girl in the
travel agency would not part with even one of
the many superb posters of Asterix giving
support to Paris. The tourist office with the
big Albertville display was sadly shut, but at
least we could quench our thirst at the
station while waiting for our train by drinking from Paris 1992 paper cups! Perhaps a
fitting end to an excellent day.
.
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***WHERE NOW, BIRMINGHAM?::::::::::::
Sidney Amery.

After fifteen months of intense effort and
increasing hopes, Birmingham's dreams were
shattered in less than an hour's voting at
Lausanne on 17 October 1986. The city managed to survive the first round, where Barcelona received 29 votes, Paris 19, Belgrade
13, Brisbane 11, Birmingham 8, Amsterdam 5,
and as the lowest count, was eliminated. In
the second round, Barcelona received 37
votes, Paris 20, Belgrade 11, Brisbane 9, and
Birmingham, with 8 votes, was eliminated. In
the three minute speech by the President of
the International Olympic Committee, Juan
Antonio Samaranch, Birmingham had to shelve
any idea of hosting the Games until 2000.
Denis Howell, the former Minister of Sport
and the Chairman of the Birmingham Bid Committee, immediately announced that they
would not be bidding in competition to Athens
in 1996, unlike Paris and Belgrade, who have
already announced their intention to bid.
The Birmingham bid cost something in excess
of £2,000,000, and in terms of publicity
for the city, was cheap at the price. Birmingham has already been chosen to stage the
1989 European Figure Skating Championships,
which will be held at the National Exhibition
Centre from 16-21 January. This is the first
time that Britain has hosted an event of such
stature since the world championships were
held in London in 1950. Birmingham will also
be bidding to host the Commonwealth Games in
1994. If major sporting events are successfully staged between now and the time that
nominations are due to host the 2000 Olympic
Games, the city must stand a better chance
than they did on this occasion.
Politics apart, and of that there was plenty,
where did Birmingham go wrong? From a purely
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sporting viewpoint, their bid was in the best
interests of the athletes, and was favoured
by many of them. The less than whole-hearted
support of the British government, who took
it almost for granted that London would be
selected as the British nominee, and then
lost interest; and the still remembered riots
in Handsworth certainly did nothing to further
their cause. Barcelona, Paris and Birmingham
have all been subject to terrorist attacks
at one time or another, but only Birmingham
has recently had riots that were sparked off
and fuelled by the local inhabitants. The bad
behaviour and hooliganism of British football
fans, both at home and abroad, must have had
some influence, as must the boycott by several
members of the Commonwealth at last summer's
games in Edinburgh.
Less easy to assess is the lack of civil
grandeur and non-sporting facilities enjoyed
by the I.O.C. wives. It may appear ridiculous
that the wives of I.O.C. members can influence
the decision where the Games should be held,
but given the choice of Barcelona, Paris or
Birmingham, which would you choose?
Had Princess Anne attended the I.O.C. Session
as a part of the British contingent, it may
have added a few votes. It might have helped
had at least one member of the British delegation spoken some French, but it would have
made no difference to the outcome. It may
sound cynical, but Barcelona's victory was
probably cut and dried months, if not years
ago. It was the right decision, even if the
means of achieving it were less than aboveboard. Barcelona had asked to host the Games
on two previous occasions, in 1924 and 1936,
and was defeated, first by Paris, and then
by Berlin. For the Spanish city, it is third
time lucky. The Birmingham Bid Committee may
have been naive in thinking that their city
was in with a chance, but Birmingham is now
on the map, and that can't be bad.
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