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It is hard to believe that it is already twelve
months since the first TORCH BEARER was producec
The Society has come a long way in one short
year, By 31 December we have grown from a hand-
ful of members to almost a hundred and thirty
members throughout the world. At the time of
writing, it is still too early to know how many
will fail to renew their membership, but I am
very optimistic. that it will be very few,

My thanks to those of you who sent me season's
greetings, and my apologies that I was unable tc
reply to you all individually, They were very
much appreciated, particularly some of the very
nice comments about the magazine, It is always
encouraging to hear that the magazine makes
interesting reading. Thank you for sending in
your articles for inclusion in TORCH BEARER, and
for being patient when they have not appeared
immediately., It makes an Editor's task very much
easier when he has a stock of articles in hand,
so please keep sending them to me in 1985,

You are probably aware that our Society is affil
iated to the British Philatelic Federation, This
automatically makes us members of the British
Thematic Association also, B,T,A, publish a very
lively little magazine three times a year called
THEMESCENE, Our Secretary receives a few copies
of it, and if you would like to see a copy, why
not drop him a line, Better still, why not becon
a member of B,P.F, yourself, and receive your
own copy. In addition to THEMESCENE, you will
receive twenty four copies of STAMP NEWS througt
your letter box, This is probably one of the
liveliest philatelic magazines available today,
and with the additional benefits, makes the £12
annual subscription to B,P.,F, very good value
for the money,



ESCALLING ALL OLYMPIC COLLECTORS ! s

Denis Heenan,

I doubt if Pierre de Coubertin, in his wildest
dreams, could ever have imagined the impact
his plan of reviving the Olympic Games would
have on the philatelic world. Since that day
in 1894 about 10,000 different pieces of
paper in every shape and size have been prod-
uced to hasten our letters on their way, and
unfortunately, many only designed to fill our
albums and empty our wallets, And the total
grows as the years go by and I don't think
that it will ever stop.

How do you collect Olympic stamps? Originally
it was easy, as mostly it was just the host
country which put out a commemorative issue,
and even then, this did not always happen. Non
host country issues were few and far between
up to World War II, OK so far, but from 1948
onward, everyone was Jjumping onto the band-
wagon and of course, in 1968 and 1972 in part-
icular, every village on the Persian Gulf was
issuing fifty sets perforated and imperforated!
When eventually they got themselves under con-
trol, our friends in Togo, Chad, Equatorial
Guinea, Paraguay, North Korea.,... carried the
good (!) work on, deluging us with views, flags
histories, overprints (perfed and imperfed,
don't forget) ad nauséam,

So., What to do? I know some keep it short and
sweet, host country sets only, Others have
suggested that one should keep it to partic-
ipating countries only. Fine! I can't remember
whether it was the previous Olympics or the
one (two?) before, that Panama had one athlete
in the Games, but have you seen the amount of
stamps that that country can issue? For the
last Games in 1980, Panama produced over one
hundred and eighty stamps; they are very attr-
active ( and expensive) but I wonder how many
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have ever been affixed to a letter., Then too,
what do we do with "pre-Olympics", Winter
Olympics, Sailing Olympics, Winter Olympic
winners, Olympic winners, individual/countries
75th Anniversary, 50th Anniversary Winter
Games, this country's Olympic Congress, that
country's Olympic Committee, de Coubertin
anniversaries,... will it ever end? Can you
draw the line?

It sound such an easy thematic subject., I mean,
it's not just like "sport"; this is more
specialised, that is until you dig into it

and realise just how much more specialised.

I suppose many, like myself, say, "Oh, what

the heck, at least there's two or three years
to catch up on the missing bits!" Believe me,
you never do, but it's fun.,

Back to the origins, De Coubertin formed the
movement in 1894 and the first Games were held
in Athens in 1896, The Greeks therefore had
the dubious honour of producing the first
Olympic stamps and these were, incidentally,
also the first sports stamps (SG 110-121) In
fact, up to World war I., no sports stamps,
apart from a few hunting scenes, were printed.
In 1900 five of the original set were overpr-
inted (SG 148-152) then in 1906 the Greeks held
a "mid" Olympics" to commemorate ten years of
the Games, and produced a lovely set in honour
of the occasion., (SG 183-196)

Between the wars, a number of non-participating
countries sometimes issued sets commemorating
their victory in an event (Uraguay in 1924

and 1928) or perhaps because they were using
their home country's (who were host) stamps
with an overprint, such as Syria and Lebanon,
both in 1924; or on the other hand, perhaps
like Costa Rica because they felt 1like it,

and issued an equal number of sets, perforated
and imperforate,



During this period, a few oddities crept in,
The first Greek set showed up with some of the
lower values imperforate; the Netherlands 1928
10 cents sometimes had an odd perforation,
(Michel No 210D), Germany issued special
imperforatesets for the Games of 1936 for pre-
sentation purposes, only ten sets were printed
and are, of course, like hen's teeth, The first
non-Games commemorative also appeared, this
being the 1925 Czech overprint at the time of
the Olympic Congress in Prague. (SG 246-248)

The Games were suspended during the period of
the two world wars, and the only set to come
out during these periods was the Swiss issue
in 1944 (SG 434-436) marking the 50th Anniv-
ersary., 1948 saw the resumption with the XIV
Games held in London, Eleven sets were issued
by different countries, but five of these were
overprints of the British set, and one was
the Swiss issue for the Winter Games held in
St, Moritz., The British overprints produced a
few errors with double overprints on three of
the stamps, Monaco and Peru also released a
few sets imperforate, and the rot had set in,

1952 saw twelve countries issuing, though four
sets had imperforate versions, From then on,

it becomes difficult to keep a tally, for ins-
tance, in 1956, Dominican Republic printed

four sets (over a fair span of time) both perf-
orated and imperforate, plus single stamps,
perf and imperf, but one of these appeared

with three different centre motifs,

The situation from 1960 onward has become
chaotic, with countries issuing many sets and
combinations, with often special gold or some-
times silver foil issues repeated in miniature
sheets, and then again compounded, with a full
imperforate issue, One of the largest stamps



marketed was an Olympic stamp, being the 1972
10 nals of Fujiera, which measured some 7O0mm
by 110mm, There have been 3D issues from
North Korea and Umm al Qiwain, and there have
been "jumbo" issues, such as the 1969 Chad
Olympic gold medal winners, consisting of
twenty four stamps, all of 1 franc denomina-
tion (SG 2&3-266?

There are ten Bolivian sheets from the last

but one Games in Moscow, which I note are

now being sold by dealers as £45 each! The
story behind these and some previous Bolivian
issues, that I have heard, (I cannot vouch for
its veracity) is that 95% are sent to an agent
in Europe and the balance sold over the counter
at the main post office in La Paz, where, in
the early morning of the day of issue, you will
find a queue of lounging sombreros on the pave-
ment outside,....the doors open,.,.. the somb-
reros assemble at the counter,.... all the
sheets are quickly sold, and are on their way
to destinations in Europe!

Panama's contribution to recent Olympics, I

have already mentioned. Nicaragua had a nasty
outburst of overprinting on a lot of sets, in
red and also in silver, And it all boils down

to a mighty rip-off, to which we, the collectors
pander, Without further moralising, and to

state the obvious, "You pays your money, and

you takes your choice", and don't complain

about it afterwards!

Like all collectibles, it takes time and money
to build up something worthwhile and, if you
wish to try to obtain as comprehensive a range
as possible, it is better to go to those
dealers who cater for such collectors., In the
meanwhile, Los Angeles beckoned, collectors
girded their loins, (metaphorically speaking)
and Togo, Chad, Mali et al., are rubbing their



hands in glee!I hate to tell you this, but
there is already a stamp out for the 1988
Olympic Games to be held in Seoul, issued
by South Korea! Happy hunting.

This article was first printed in the January
1984 issue of the South African Philatelist,
and is reprinted with permission.,

(Editors note: When talking about the imperf
orate stamps of Germany 1936, I assume that
the author is referring to the miniature
sheets, The imperforate varieties are thought
to be printer's waste that slipped through,
and not prepared for special presentation.
Only Michel Blocks 5.and 6 are known imperforate.
Since these were printed in blocks of four,
it is likely the the imperforate variety
exists in multiples of four, probably twelve
examples, rather than ten, as mentioned by
the author,)
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bt PROFILE oo s sy .

Nadia Comaneci. Robert Kensit.,

The records show that the Romanian gymnast,
Nadia Elena Comaneci won two gold medals, a
silver and a bronze medal at the 1976 Olympic
Games, and two gold and two silver medals at
the 1980 Olympics, in addition to numerous
World and European titles. To her millions of
followers, however, all that somehow seems
irrelevant, To them, there will always be only
one Nadia,

What really matters is that when Nadia per-
formed at Montreal, it seemed as if the world
stood still to watch; this girl had the power
to change lives, and she certainly changed
mine, My teenage stamp collection of the USA
and Canada aroused an interest in the 1976
Olympic Games, and although that stamp coll-
ection was forgotten, I went on to be a gym-
nastics writer, photographer and coach, Earlier
this year, I also began to study the philately
of gymnastics,

Four stamps either commemorate or depict Nadia.,
In the Romanian 1976 Olympic victories set,
(SG 4247) the highest value is differently
designed to the others, and it is the only one
in the set to both depict and commemorate an
individual., It is based on the photograph of
Nadia standing on tiptoe by the historic score
indicator which reads 073 (her competition
number) and below it, the score 1,00, Nadia
had, in fact, scored ten, but as this was
thought to be impossible, the computer was
unable to accept the score and had a nervous
breakdown!

The Democratic Republic of Korea's 1976 Olym-
pic medallists set includes a commemoration

to Nadia (SG N1545) although the gymnast dep-
icted on the beam bears no similarity to her,
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Equatorial Guinea's 1980 Olympic set includes
a stamp which depicts Nadia during her 1976
floor routine, unlisted in Gibbons, Mongolia's
1976 Olympic medallists set also includes a
stamp honouring Nadia (sG 1005) The design is
a reversal of a photograph of her on the beam
during the 1975 championship tournament at
Wembley, easily recognisable from the white
leotard with the red triangle at the collar,

After seeing her compete in Moscow in 1980, I
went to Romania the following year to see her
final competition in the World University Games,
As well as buying various magazine and news-
paper articles, I bought a drawing of Nadia's
1976 beam routine from the Bucuresti art shop.
It includes the famous score indicator, which
is incorrectly shown reading 0,10, and is
headed SWISS TIMIN, I also bought a doll
dressed in the white Romanian team tracksuit,
complete with gold medal and ribboned pony-
tail, She can be clearly seen in photographs
of Nadia with her doll collection. When I
visited Romania this year, the doll was no
longer available,

While in Romania in May of this year, I went
with a Romanian friend to the town of Gheorghe
Gheorghiu-Dej, which has almost become a place
of pilgrimage. It is where Nadia was born and
where she trained until 1976. As the bus
crossed the River Trotus, I instantly recog-
nised the main hall of the sports school, with
its high pointed arch windows and curved roof.
This building has been depicted on a postcard,
as well as being included in a composite post-
card of the town.,

I am aware of four postcards issued in Romania
depicting Nadia, Two of them show the same
pose from her 1976 floor exercises, one of
which shows the photograph in reverse. Another
shows a different pose. All three cards show
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Nadia in the Romanian team leotard, which is
white, except for the Adidas stripes in the
Romanian national colours of red, blue and
yellow, The distinctive windows of the sports
hall can be seen in the background, The fourth
card is a head and shoulders portrait of Nadia
in a red leotard, All postcards were issued in
1976, and are extremely difficult to obtain,

I went into the supposedly closely-guarded
confines of the Romanian gymnastics hall with
some nervousness, After having heard so many
stories about the Iron Curtain training
methods, "there's no smoke without fire" I
thought, But the children were considerably
happier than many that I have seen in British
gymnastics clubs, I watched as the session
finished with one girl performing a walk-over
on the beam, while her friends sat around with
their hands clasped in prayer. When she fin-
ished, they clapped as the coach picked her
up and hugged her,

To me, this visit was an honour granted to
very few, but to the coach, ex-gymnast Dumit-
rita Craciun, I was a guest and a new friend.
She invited my friend Adriana and myself to
her home for a drink, and the ex-international
gymnast, Dumitrita Turner dropped in later,
Dumitrita Craciun exchanged photographs and
addresses and promised to write,

Only a few weeks before this visit, Nadia
Comaneci had officially retired at a special
event in Bucuresti, and it seemed that my eight
year love affair was over, But by chance, I was
able to see a competition in Bacau at which
Nadia gave a special performance, During the
interval, Adriana.and Dumitrita took me to
Nadia's dressing room, Recalling press reports,
I expected a formidable character. Although
Nadia is very shy, she is extremely good nat-
ured and kind, even after being hounded by
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strangers since the age of fourteen,

"Would you like my autograph?'" she asked,
taking the papers from my hand, so that I did
not even need to request the favour., She
signed the souvenir brochure from her retire-
ment performance a few weeks earlier, which
unfolds into a poster, It was quite impossible
to be nervous with her, but a few minutes
after returning to my seat, I could have wept!
She's that kind of girl,

Out of the many biographies of Nadia, the
following were published in England, all of
them now out of print,.

NADIA, the Enchanting Story of Little Miss
Perfect, by Tliff Temple,

NADIA by Ion Grumeza,

NADIA OF ROMANIA by Marion Connock,

THE COMANECI STORY by Frank Taylor,

SPORTS STAR, NADIA COMANECI, by S.H,Buchard
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF NADIA COMANECI, with
Graham Buxton-Smither,

Three books were published in Romania, all of
which are now unobtainable,

NADIA by Ion Chirila

NADIA COMANECI si Echipa de Aur (Nadia Comaneci
and the Gold Team) by D,Dimitriu., (This was
issued in a pre and post 1976 Olympic edition,)

Finally, I have seen, but do not own, the large
format book of colour photographs called NADIA,
I would be grateful to hear from anyone who

can suggest where such a book could be obtained.

Nadia is currently working on her second book,
"Victories for my Country", which will be pub-
lished in Romania, The film of Nadia's career
until 1979 should soon be on release in this
country, but as this is an all-American prod-
uction, I am looking forward to seeing this
with some trepidation!
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