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Front page
Welcome to the Society of Olympic Collectors!
The start of a new project is always exciting.
We have the opportunity to begin a worthwhile
venture, something that has not previously
been attempted in Great Britain. Although
Ernest Trory's shop in Brighton was a mecca
for Olympic collectors in the 1950's and '60's,
he never attempted to start a club where likeminded collectors could exchange news and views.
Out of necessity, this first bulletin, if it is
to reach you in reasonable time, contains
articles which I have chosen in the hope that
they will be of interest to many of you. The
Torch Bearer however, is YOUR means of communication. Use it to seek information, or to pass
information to others. Articles need not be
long, and it doesn't matter if you are not a
journalist. Remember that, what may be old
knowledge to you, may be interesting news to
other collectors.
We are seeking permission from the American
sports society, SPI, and the German society,
IMOS, to reprint any of their more interesting
articles in our own bulletin, and hope that
they will also find articles of interest to
their readers in the Torch Bearer.
We hope to publish the second issue of the
bulletin in June, and would ask any of you who
wish to submit material for inclusion, to
send it to me no later than the end of the
first week in May. The third and fourth issues
will be sent to members in September and
December, and material for :these bulletins
should be sent in by the beginning of the
previous month. Although it would be better
to send original material for illustrations,
clear photocopies, especially of line drawings
or cancellations, should reproduce well.
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your committee

Chairman. Franceska Rapkin, Eaglewood, Oxhey Lane,
Hatch End, Middx HA5 4AL.
Secretary. John Osborne, 236 Bexley Lane, Sidcup,
Kent DA14 4JH.
Treasurer. Colin Faers, 76 Minsterley Avenue,
Shepperton, Middlesex.
Auction Manager. John Crowther, 3 Hill Drive,
Handforth, Wilmslow, Cheshire.
Liaison Officer. Bob Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Crescent
Brentwood, Essex CM14 5ES.
Editor of Torch Bearer. Franceska Rapkin,
Eaglewood, Oxhey Lane, Hatch End.
When writing to any officers, if you want a reply,
remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
JohnCrowtherhas offered to run the postal
auction. If you have any material for sale,
send it to John at the above address, Don't
forget to put, on your reserve price! He will
try to send the auction list with the next
bulletin, if there are sufficient lots.
The Society will charge the vendors 10%
commission, which will go into the society funds.
At present, it is probably not practical to
start a packet service as we have insufficient
members. However, if any members have strong
views on this, please let the Editor know.
If any member has ideas that should be incorporated into the Society, or feels that he can
contribute in some way, let your committee know.
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News

On Saturday 10 March 1984, Juan Antonio
Samaranch,the President of the International
Olympic Committee, visited Berlin for a
ceremony to name oils of the former German
capital's streets "Jesse Owens Allee."
Also present at the ceremony was the Mayor
of West Berlin, Herr Eberhard Diepgen, and
Mrs Ruth Owens, the widow of the former
athlete. Jesse Owens will probably be best
remembered for his four gold medals in the
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin. With Kitei
Son, winner of the marathon in 1936, Owens
was a guest of honour at the 1972 Olympic
Games in Munich. Owens died on 31 March 1980
in Tucson, Arizona.
San Marino released a set of stamps on 8th
February honouring past and prsent presidents
of the International Olympic Committee. Of
particular interest to British collectors,
is the 400 Lira stamp, which shows Lord
Killanin, the only British president. He was
educated at Eton, the Sorbonne and Magdalene
College, Cambridge. Killanin distinguished
himself as a war correspondent for the Daily
Mail during the Japanese-Chinese War (1937/8)
He was awarded the M.B.E. and two stars for
his part in the Second World War, and the
Knight of Honour and Devotion of the Sovereign
Order of Malta in 1948. He is now honorary
president of the IOC, having been succeeded
by Juan Antonio Samaranch in 1980.
The now famous "Gscheidle" 1980 West German
Olympic error is coming up for sale again.
This time at the new Jakubek auction house
in Hamburg. It is not known whether this is
a newly-found copy of the withdrawn stamp,
or one that has been auctioned previously.
For anyone with a minimum of DM25,000 to
spend, the auction is taking place on
10 to 12 April!

PROFILE
PAAVO JOHANNES NURMI was born in Turku in
Finland on 13 June 1897, and he died in
•
Helsinki on 2 October 1973.
He was known as the "Flying Finn" and was
considered by many to be the greatest runner
of all time. He won seven individual Olympic
gold medals between 1921 and 1932, and broke
more than two dozen world records at distances
ranging from 1,500m to 40,000m.
In 1920 he made his international debut,
winning the 10,000m track and 10,000 metre
cross country events in the Olympic Games
in Antwerp. In 1923, while holding the world
10,000m record, he became the fastest miler
with a time of 4 minutes 10.4 seconds. The
next day, he set a world three mile record.
On 19 June 1924, in just over one hour, he
broke the world records for both 1,500 metres
and 5,000m. The following month he won both
these events at the Paris Olympics, where,
in addition, he won gold medals in the 3,000m
team race and the 10,000m cross country.
In the 1928 Olympics, held in Amsterdam he
won the 10,000m once again. In 1952 he carried
the Olympic torch at the opening ceremony for
the XV Olympiad, held in Helsinki.
The Dominican Republic issued a commemorative
set for the 1956 Olympic Games showing famous
athletes of the past, and one value shows
Paavo Nurmi..(S.G. 673 ) After his death,
Finland issued a stamp at the end of 1973,
showing a statue of the athlete by Aaltonen.
(S.G. 850 ) In 1969, Mongolia also issued a
. set showing previous Olympic winners, and the
5 mung value shows Nurmi taking part in the
1924 Olympiad in Paris.

the olympic flight
Heinz M.Wronsky. Translated by F.Rapkin.
In the early hours of the morning on 1 August
1936, there was very little joy to be found
in the streets of Frankfurt. At 6 o clock in
the morning we drove out to Rhein-Main airport
in pouring rain. The weather did little to
encourage a feeling of elation at the beginning
of a momentous day. At 6:30 am. we climbed up
the rope ladder of the airship, sixty flight
passengers, including some late Olympic
visitors who had arrived one or two days
previously by airship from South America.

We leant in anticipation against the wide
observation windows of this giant of the air,
and felt its silent assent. The departure hall
remained behind, the ropes which so firmly held
our giant craft, stood suddenly unsupported,
and fell into the meadow below, waving to us
as they fell, and we hung free in the rainladen air. Then suddenly, a quiet trembling
went through my body, a dull buzzing and humming
began, and we knew that it was the motors that
were beginning to sing their world-encircling
song. Noiselessly and almost without vibration
we slid through the mist. The motors regularly
hummed their proud song of toil. Frankfurt
remained behind, and we headed for Giessen, but
we saw nothing through the mist and rain. Over
the wonderful Weser valley, the view got somewhat clearer and it stopped raining. We marvelled
at the neatness of the little villages, streets
and paths and fields, meadows and orchards.
In Hanover, for the first time, we heard the
jubilant roar of the crowds, which we heard
quite clearly on board. The world was dressed
in her Sunday best in our honour, and for our
proud flight. People, horsecarts and cars stopped
as soon as they heard our engines, which they
often heard only at the last minute because they
are so quiet. Everybody we passed greeted us
and waved us on our way.

On board, all the passengers, from all professions and all walks of life, have found
themselves united in a joyous one-time experience. We settled down to life on board very
quickly, so that we almost forgot that we were
travelling high up in the air. We went for
promenades, viewed rows of lovely paintings,
listened to good music, took pleasure in the
wonderful view, or drank mysterious cocktails
made from equally mysterious ingredients in the
bar or smoking room.
Then the enormous shadow of the airship accompanied us e ghostlike, over the Lunebero Heath.
An industrious peasant, like a large toy beneath
us, stopped his work and raised his countenance
to us. He quietened his horse and waved to us
with his other hand, a heartwarming spectacle.
Then we passed a hen-house and brought pandemonium among the chickens, who beat their wings
and ran madly hither and yon! We were flying so
low, that we could see all this quite clearly.
Soon Hamburg lay beneath us in a glorious
festive covering. Above the ear-splitting noise
of ships and factory sirens, who howled their
greeting at us, our airship circled the city.
The ships in the harbour lay beneath white
smoke clouds, their sirens screaming. In Llibeck,
the old Holtzentor greeted us, and at the edge
of the town, the construction works of the new
Germany glowed with.new houses and settlements.
On the way to Travemunde, a U Boat emerged
from the water, and at once the sailors stumbled
on to the deck to wave enthusiastically at us.
We could hear their shouts quite clearly, for
we were flying only at a height of 300-400 metres.
And still we travelled over a festively decorated German-countryside. Every town, every
village, and even lonely homesteads were covered
in flags, Everywhere, we saw German and Olympic
flags flying. All Germany was participating
with enthusiasm in the Olympic Games, and it
was in the jewellery of flags that she greeted
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The LZ129 Hindenburg over the Olympic Stadium.

the visitors from throughout the world. Germany
had robed herself, and Germany was most beautiful! With all the looking and all the wonderment, we almost forgot lunch time! A gong
called us to table and we dined in our swaying
hotel, then we went quickly back to the windows
because we were approaching the capital city.
Ar 1400 hours we dipped over the main Olympic
stadium. It was hardly possible to believe that
still more people and still more cars could be
converging on the same place. Never before had
there been any comparable gathering of such
enormous crowds of people, all united by the
same ideal. What we were seeing here was a
memorable demonstration of the German peoples
faith. The city was completely bedecked. It
would have been impossible to see the opening
celebrations and the parades better than from
where we were. We could see, straight as a
rope, the red-edged-white parade of athletes
sanding its way through Berlin along the
Via Triumphalis.
In our radio cabin, an officer of the Berlin
traffic police is talking to the police radio
station below. He was giving a few necessary
traffic instructions to the marvellously
organised regulators. The pride of German
Lufthansa, the large Junkers G38 Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg, our name-sake, came
to greet us, and flew in wide circles around
us, while below, from streets, squares and
roof tops, the jubilant Berlin population
greeted our proud German airship. Everywhere
was the same picture; people and flags, never
seen on the same scale before.
The three long columns over which the airship
flew back and forth along the Via Triumphalis
could be clearly seen slowly filling the main
Olympic stadium. All the smallest details of
the enormous Olympic complex were clearly
recognisable. At 1500 hours, Captain Max Pruss,
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brought the airship over the stadium and
dipped her nose deeply to acknowledge the
greetings of all present. Scarves, hats and
hands were raised to greet us, and a shout
went up as we unfurled our Olympic flag. Then
we returned to the heart of the city. The airship flew alongside the car of the commanding
officers of the Wehrmaoht, and we saw how the
FUrher left the Reichskanzlei for the stadium
amid unbelievable jubilation. Once more the
airship dipped in salute, and then we were
homeward-bound.
Under the strong emotions of that day, the
following radio telegram was sent to the Flihrer
from on board the airship.
"German Zeppelin Shipping Company. Crew and
passengers of LZ Hindenburg remember with
respect and gratitude the leading patron of
the Berlin Olympic Games, who has linked the
peoples of the world. With German Olympic
Greetings. Captain Pruss"
The FUhrer sent thsfo4Owing telegram in reply:
"I thank you for the greetings which you brought
me on your arrival in Berlin and return them
heartily, with good wishes for a continued
good flight."
Before leaving Berlin, we went to Tempeihof
airport where twenty postbags were thrown out
on parachutes. Even the stamp collectors of the
world could participate in the pleasure of this
flight. The airship carried no less than 800
kilograms of mail that is, more than 120,000
individual items, all:of whiph'received a
Special cancellation frol'the German postal
authorities.
And 'then we were on our homeward journey. We
were tired from all the looking and from the
strong emotions of the experience. Flying along
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the Reichsautobahn we came to Dessau, Halle
and Hof in Bavaria. We made one more small
detour to visit Selb, where, according to a
telegram received on board, many Sudeten
Germans from Czechoslovakia had gathered.
On the flat roof of a porcelain factory, the
workers had written "Heil LZ Hindenburg" in
large letters made from hundreds of cups and
plates! The workers stood and waved, and we
acXnowledged and thanked them by dipping the
nose of the airship. Over Kulmback, over the
Spessart Mountains, we reached Offenbach and
then our home port shortly after 2100 hours.
We had covered 1400 kilometres, and the day
had reached its close. A day ,which had meant
a great deal to every one of us, but a historic
day for Germany and for the world.
Translator's note; The original appeared in a
German newspaper in August 1936. Although some
what prosaic, I have deliberately kept to Herr
Wronsky's turn of phrase, since I felt that it
gave the narrative an immediacy which would
have been lost in a more mundane translation.
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all THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
Since 1915, the International Olympic Committee
have had their headquarters in Lausanne, in
Switzerland. Prior to this, the headquarters
of the I.O.C. were in Paris. Largely on account
of the First World War, it was decided to move
to a neutral country, where the I.O.C. would
be unlikely to be involved in the hostilities.
Apart from using specially printed stationery,
the I.O.C. have, for many years, used their
own meter cancellations with a suitable slogan.
For special events, such as Congresses, and in
Olympic years, special slogan cancellations
are used. Since all correspondence sent by the
Olympic Committee is franked with a meter
cancellation, a letter to their headquarters at
Chateau de Vidy, should bring back a prompt
reply with a cancellation to add to your
collection.
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Winter Games in Innsbruck, Summer Games in
Montreal in 1976. Used by 1.0.0. Lausanne.
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Winter Games in Lake Placid, Summer Games in
Moscow. Used by I.O.C. Lausanne.
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Meter cancellation for Winter Games, Sarajevo.
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Winter Games Sarajevo, Summer Games in
Los Angeles. Used by the'I.O.C. Lausanne.
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11416

Cancellation to be used by the I.O.C. for
the period leading up to the Summer Games
in Los Angeles in 1984.
Since 1982, the International Olympic
Committee have started a society for the
collectors of Olympic and sports philately.
They are intending to hold their first
international stamp exhibition in Lausanne
in 1985. They have already started to use
stationery with an imprinted advertising
motif. More news about F.I.P,O. in the
next issue of "The Torch Bearer".
FEDERATION_ INTERNATIONALE
DE PHILATELIE OLYMPIQUE

OLYMPHILEX' 85
c/o Comite International Olympique
1007 Lausanne (Suisse)
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Part of Olympic philately, whether it comes
under the general heading of "organisation"
or "national committees"i. are the committees
that are affiliated to the International
Olympic Committee. These national Olympic
Committees are not only involved with the
training of athletes for future Olympiads,
but become very actively involved with the
organisation of the Games when their country
is nominated as the host nation.
Although national Olympic committees have used
their own stationery, with a suitable imprint,
for a very long time, it was not until 1936
that meter (rankings were introduced for their
mail. Much of this early material has been
lost to the philatelist, for it landed in the
waste paper basket. Correspondence from the
national organising committees forms an
important part of an Olympic collection, and
should not be discarded.
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Used by the Italian Olympic Committee.
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Used by the organising committee of the XXIII
Olympiad in Los Angeles.
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Stampex
If you were unable to visit Stampex this year,
you missed out on two souvenirs with an Olympic
flavour. A souvenir sheet, in a style reminisceni
of the United States Olympic Games stamps,
incorporates an unadopted design from Australia
for the 1956 Olympic Games, an item from Great
Britain for the 1948 Games and the unissued
stamp of West Germany for the 1980 Games.
The sheet is printed in full colour by the
House of Questa Security Printers. All the
standholders at Stampex had stocks of these
sheetlets, which cost Ll each, and you may still
be able to get one from your favourite dealer.
I believe that Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, London WC2E 9EU. Telephone 01 836 2365.
still has a small stock of them, but do phone
or write before sending any money.

;TAM PEX 1984

Arm
;."

••,
•

011,11He'GA,SM:V/9Y8
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1984
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On the inside of the back cover was a block
of four of the stamps issued by the United
States for the Winter Olympic Games in Sarajevo,
which have a special souvenir cancellation for
Stampex. I have spoken to the Stampex office,
and they have told me that they have a very
small stock of the catalogues available. They
cost 75 pence each, to include postage and
packing, and they can only send one catalogue
per person. Write to them at 27 John Adam Street
London WC2N 6HZ.

U.S.A.
Winter Olympics Commemorative
Stamps

•

USA
20c

20c
QR2

7

-In brief
Eric Liddell, one of the heroes in the film
"Chariots of Fire" knew six months in advance
that his special event, the 100 metres dash,
was scheduled to be run on a Sunday. Those of
you who saw the film, may remember that quite
an issue was made of the fact that he would
not participate in the event for religious
reasons. In reality, he had more than sufficient
time to prepare for the 200 metre and 400 metre
races, but that would not have made exciting
cinema!
William de Hart Hubbard was the first black
athlete to win an individual gold medal, when
he won the long jump in the 1924 Paris Games.
In fencing, the Sabre team event was won by
Hungary from 1924 until 1960. They were finally
beaten into fifth place in 1964. Aladar Gerevich
was on Hungary's winning tean from 1932. When
he retired after the 1960 Olympiad in Rome, he
was 50 years old. Gerevich married Erna Bogathy
Bogeb, bronze medallist in the Women's foil
event in 1932. Their son, P&l, was a part of
the Hungarian Sabre team that won the bronze
medal in 1972 and 1980.
James Connolly of Boston was the first Olympic
champion in over one thousand five hundred
years, when he won the first event, the hop,
skip and jump, in the first modern Olympic
Games in Athens in 1896.
Lia Manoliu of Romania was the only woman to
take part in the track and field events in six
successive Olympiads. She finally won a gold
medal at her fifth attempt in 1968 for throwing
the discus.

The Marathon has been an event on the Olympic
programme since 1896, In Los Angeles this year,
it will be the first time that women participate,
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KliEL HANDSTAMPS
Franceska Rapkin.
The design for the handstamps for the Kiel
yachting events was the same as that used for
the official Olympic yachting badge. Like the
publicity cancellations, it shows a yacht with
the marine memorial at Laboe in the background.
Seven of these handstampers were ordered, which
are inscribed "KIEL XI OLYMPIADE SEGELN 1936".
Another two cancellers ware ordered for use at
the press post office, and these are additionally inscribed "PRESSEPOSTAMT". The press post
office handstamps have either "a" or "b" under
the E of Presse.

The Kiel handstamps have the letters "a" to "g"
under the E in Kiel. According to Giinter Schneider
in his handbook of Olympic cancellations, and
Ernest Trory, these cancellers were used at
the following post offices:
a and d. The Olympic Harbour post office.
b and f. The airport post office.
c and g. The head post office.
e.

The railway post office.

However, according to H.Beyerlein, the President
of the Kiel Postal History Society, the exact
location where these handstamps were used, is
not known, though the canceller with letters
"c" and "g" has almost certainly been correctly
described as being used from the head post office.
Incidentally, these are the only two cancellers
that have so, far been found used with red ink
instead of the usual black ink. Whether this
was a genuine error, or whether this was done
to accommodate philatelists, is not known. All
the cards that have so far been found, have
been addressed to Carl Lange, the Hamburg stamp
dealer, and have either been used on the Berlin
or Kiel 6+4pf official Olympic stationery cards.
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The seven cancellers vary slightly in their
design, and as these variations appear to be
constant, they can be divided into four types.
Type 1.

Six strokes of shading to the right
of the cloud at the left of the yacht.
Eight lines of shading on the Laboe
memorial.

Type 2.

Six strokes of shading to the right
of the cloud at the left of the yacht.
Nine lines of shading on the memorial.

Type

3.

Five strokes of shading to the right
of the cloud at the left of the yacht.
Eight lines of shading on the memorial.

Type

4.

Five strokes of shading to the right
of the cloud at the left of the yacht.
Nine lines of shading on the memorial.

There are other small differences in the drawing of the waves, but the differences mentioned
above, are the most easily recognisable.
Type 1 is used with
Type 2 is used with
Type 3 is used with
Type 4 is used with

letters "a" and "d".
letter "b" only.
letters "c", "e" and "f".
letter "g" only.
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FROM YOUR SECRETARY
John Osborne.
We hope to provide a forum for the exchange
of news and information about Olympic philately
and in particular, to bring British collectors
together. Trying to obtain Olympic stamps,
covers, souvenir programmes etc., costs more
in postage and is a time-consuming process,
as most need to be purchased and sent from
the United States and other countries.
We are trying to arrange for correspondents
in Europe and the U.S.A. to supply us on a
reciprocal exchange basis. That way, members
will only need to contact each other in different parts of the United Kingdom. Did you know
that it costs L2 in bank charges to obtain an
international money order in U.S. dollars from
a British bank? By encouraging mutually beneficial exchanges we, as Olympic philatelists,
should get better value.
Please write to us with your news and views,
both good and bad will be published. Incidentally,
we are governed by a written constitution, anyone who would like a copy should write to
Franceska, enclosing a 9" X 4" S.A.E.
WHAT'S ON? Olympic Day, organised by the
British Olympic Association is being held on
Monday 7 May ( a Bank Holiday) at the Crystal
Palace National Sports Centre, Upper Norwood
Road, London SE19 from 9:30 am to 6:30 pm.
1984 OLYMPIC PROGRAMMES. The Los Angeles
Olympic Organising Committee is taking oftlers
for the official 1984 programme books, which
are priced at 09:95 each. Delivery will probably be some time in the spring of this year.
Please write to me if you are interested in
receiving a copy. I will try to arrange for
a bulk order, if there is sufficient interest.
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Has any member been able to obtain information
about the official programmes for the 1984
Winter Olympic Games in Sarajevo? Although
Sports Philatelists International, S.P.I.,
published an address in Yugoslavia, enquiries
have not yet been answered.

Many of you will know that the Federation
Internationale de Philatelie Olympique, F.I.P.O.
was founded by the International Olympic
Committee in December 1982. At present, it
has 110 members in 20 different countries.
By far the largest number of members are
either Italian, French or Spanish. The I.O.C.
is providing generous financial support, and
has ambitious plans for F.I.P.O. There are no
membership fees for 1984, though at the initial
meeting, subscriptions of SF30, approximately
L10 per annum, were discussed. At present they
issue a newsletter with many announcements
and news of meter cancellations. Members were
also sent a sheet of vignettes. For further
information about membership, write to the
Federation Internationale de Philatelie
Olympique, Chateau de Vidy, 1007 Lausanne,
Switzerland.
I.O.C. PUBLICATIONS. I am presently trying to
obtain a supply of free magazines published
by the International Olympic Committee which
gives useful background material to the Olympic
movement, as well as past, present and future
Games. The I.O.C. also publish the "Ulympic
Revue" ten times a year, the official publication of the Olympic Movement, which includes
sports news, and also has a section devoted
to Olympic philately. This magazine is only
available to subscribers. I hope to be able
to bring you further information of I.O.C.
publications in the next issue of the bulletin.
MUNICH MASSACRE MEMORIAL. An organisation in
the United States has prepared a F.D.C. of the
35 cent Olympic airmail stamp. The cachet
22

honours the eleven Israeli sportsmen who were
murdered by Palestinian terrorists during the
1972 Olympic Games in Munich. The cover is
dated 4 November 1983 and is postmarked from
Colorado Springs. If you are interested in
such a cover, write to me, enclosing an SAE.
If there is sufficient interest, I will place
a bulk order.
OLYMPHILEX 84. As a part of the Olympic Arts
Festival, a stamp exhibition is being held at
the Pasadena Centre in California. This will
not be a competitive exhibition, and will be
by invitation only. Franceska has been invited
to exhibit, as well as several European
collectors. It is not known at present whether
the European exhibits will be sent over. At
first, the organisers declined to pay for the
shipment of the exhibits, or the insurance
costs while the exhibits are in transit.
It appears that they have now agreed to
transport the exhibits in the Diplomatic Bag,
but at present, it looks as if many of the
European exhibitors will not be sending their
material. A meeting took place in Lausanne
between the Los Angeles organisers and the
I.O.C. and it was hoped that there would be
further news some time after that.
SOUVENIR OLYMPIC POSTER. Several years ago,
Esso, the petroleum people, produced a set of
thirteen miniature souvenir Olympic posters,
selected from events in the past sixty years.
These were available for 30 pence. Does any
member have any spare copies for sale or
exchange? More information about this series
in the next issue of the Torch Bearer.
BRITISH PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 1984. BPE is
taking place at the Royal Horticultural Hall,
the regular venue of Stampex, between 16 and
21 October. Would you like a meeting to be
arranged for S.O.C. members? Write and let
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me know. If sufficient members are interested,
I will arrange for such a meeting to take place
over the weekend, subject to a room being
available. When writing, could you please
state whether the Saturday or the Sunday
would be more convenient. We can't please all
of you all of the time, but we can at least
try to please the majority! If it is feasible
to hold our first meeting during BPE, full
details will appear in the September issue
of the bulletin.
SPONSORED TORCH RELAY. It was announced in the
Times on 21 March that the Los Angeles
organising committee for the Olympic Games
had agreed to drop a fund raising plan linked
to the relay of the Olympic flame through the
United States, after Greek threats to stop
the torch leaving the site of the ancient
Games if commercialisation went ahead. A member
of the Greek Olympic committee said that it
was a victory for public opinion. The Americans
decided to abandon the idea "in consideration
of the sensitivities of the Greek people". No
fuss would be made over the millions of dollars
already collected from the advance allocation
of more than half of the run to sponsors.
The dispute could have resulted in ugly scenes
at ancient Olympia on 3 May, when the flame is
due to be lit with traditional pomp from the
rays of the sun focusing on a concave mirror.
Mr Spyros Foteinos, the mayor of Olympia, had
vowed to build a human wall to stop the flame
from leaving the Altis, the sacred precinct.
The Los Angeles committee wanted the flame to
be carried 12,000 miles across the United
States, with 6,000 miles of the run open for
sponsorship by companies at 03,000 dollars
a kilometre. The Greek committee, while
agreeing to cooperate with•the lighting of the
flame, refused to guarantee that the ceremony
would be trouble-free.
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