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History of WOCF 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ CŀƛǊǎ ό²h/Cύ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
Olympic memorabilia. The WOCF was first held in October 1994 in Lausanne, Switzerland, on 
the occasion of the opening of the Olympic Museum. 

The fairs are organized by the International Association of Olympic Collectors (AICO), formerly 
FIPO, in cooperation with its member organizations. The Fair was held every year, and the 
hosting location changes in order to provide opportunities for meeting, exchanging, and 
exhibiting the Olympic heritage to an ever-growing number of enthusiasts. 

In the history of the WOCF, there have been exceptions to the above: out of the first twelve 
WOCFs, a full nine fairs took place in Lausanne. Since 2007, the WOCF hosting baton has truly 
been passed around the world. The WOCF was not held in 1996, 2008, and 2024 due to the 
opportunity for Olympic collectors to meet directly at the Olympic Games venues. In the years 
2020ς2022, the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic prevented the WOCF from taking place. 
Conversely, in 2010, two WOCFs were held, namely in Cologne, Germany, and Beijing, China. 

The purpose of the WOCF is to enable fans and collectors of Olympic memorabilia to meet 
regularly, strengthen old friendships and forge new ones, and facilitate the mutual exchange, 
purchase, or sale of Olympic items. 

List of World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fairs 

I World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair 1994 Lausanne, Switzerland 
II World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 1995, Lausanne, Switzerland 
III World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 1997, Lausanne, Switzerland 
IV World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 1998, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
V World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 1999, Lausanne, Switzerland 
VI World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2000, Lausanne, Switzerland 
VII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2001, Seoul, South Korea 
VIII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2002, Lausanne, Switzerland 
IX World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2003, Bo, Norway 
X World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2004, Lausanne, Switzerland 
XI World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2005, Lausanne, Switzerland 
XII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2006, Lausanne, Switzerland 
XIII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2007, Beijing, China 
XIV World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2009, Warsaw, Poland 
XV World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2010, Cologne, Germany 
XVI World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2010, Beijing, China 
XVII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2011, Chicago, Illinois, USA 
XVIII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2012, Athens, Greece 
XIX World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2013, Bo, Norway 
XX World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2014, Lausanne, Switzerland 
XXI World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2015, Lake Placid, New York, USA 
XXII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2016, Gothenburg, Sweden 
XXIII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ CŀƛǊΣ нлмтΣ .ǊŀǘƛǎƭŀǾŀΣ {ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀ 
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XXIV World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2018, Los Angeles, California, USA 
XXV World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2019, Warsaw, Poland 
XXVI World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2020, 2021, 2022, Artena (Rome), Italy (cancelled due to 
pandemic) 
XXVII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2023, Paris, France 
XXVIII World Olympic /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ Fair, 2025, Prague, Czechia 

There is a wealth of collector documentation for the fairs, especially for philatelists and pins 
collectors. 
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History of the World Olympic Collectors' Fair WOCF Prague 
2025 

First, a few words about the organizer of this Fair, the OLYMPSPORT society. 

The Olympic and sports philately society OLYMPSPORT was founded in 1966 and is one of the 
oldest such societies in Europe. It stood at the birth of, and is a founding member of, 
international organizations ς FIPO in 1994, and AICO in 2014. 

An integral part of the activities of the AICO organization, and the former FIPO, is the 
organization of world exhibitions of Olympic philately under the name OLYMPHILEX. While 
the first of these was held in Lausanne in 1985, the Olympsport society organized its first 
specialized thematic exhibition on Olympic and sports themes back in 1970, with others 
following subsequently. 

Olympsport, as a thematic society, is part of the Union of Czech Philatelists and is a collective 
member of the Czech Olympic Academy. Currently, it brings together mainly those interested 
in sports and Olympic philately, but in line with the focus of the AICO organization, it strives 
for the increasing involvement of collectors from other fields as well. 

In 2023, representatives of Olympsport attended WOCF Paris 2023, where they were 
approached by representatives of the AICO Executive Committee with an offer to participate 
in the selection process for organizing the fairs in 2025, 2026, and 2027. Upon returning home, 
the Olympsport representatives began to seriously consider this possibility. 

In August 2023, the AICO Executive board officially launched a tender for the organization of 
the world fairs in 2025ς2027. In October 2023, the Olympsport committee decided to bid for 
the organization of the fair in 2025. This year was not chosen by chance ς 2025 marked the 
100th anniversary of the "VIII Olympic Congress" held in Prague in 1925. 

On November 5, 2023, the AICO Executive Committee announced that it had selected 
Olympsport to host the 28th World Olympic Collectors' Fair. This selection was subsequently 
confirmed by the IOC´s Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage. The first official meeting 
of the WOCF Prague 2025 Organizing Committee took place in Prague on January 10, 2024, 
symbolically at the Hotel Olympik. 
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Founding Organizing Committee 
 

 
From left to right: Jan Petrás, Václav Diviġ, JindŚich Jirásek, Josef Koļi, Branislav Delej 

(Hotel Olympik Prague) 

 

The Organizing Committee was supplemented in August 2024 with the following members: 

¶ Radek Jásek ï Olympsport 

¶ ZdenŊk Ġkoda ï Czech Olympic Academy 

 

The Organizing Committee made the following decision at this meeting: 

Date of WOCF Prague 2025: The Fair will take place from May 29 to June 1, 2025, which is 
the same period during which the VIII International Olympic Congress was held in Prague 
100 years ago (May 29 ς June 4, 1925). 

Venue of WOCF Prague 2025: The Organizing Committee decided to organize WOCF Prague 
2025 at the Hotel Olympik. The hotel is located in the Prague district Karlin, only 4 metro 
stops from the center. The hotel was built during the time Prague was bidding to host the 
1980 Olympic Games. It is now a complex of 3 buildings with a large congress center 
(capacity of approximately 230 exhibitor tables), a large restaurant and bar, and of course, 
accommodation (capacity of over 500 rooms for more than 1,200 visitors). Everything in one 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦΦΦ ¢ƘŜ {ōŠǊŀǘŜƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƛǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 
with the participation of over 5,000 collectors and visitors. A large parking area in front of 
the hotel is a matter of course. 

Program: An informative time schedule for the individual days May 29 ς June 1, 2025. 

Other Important Milestones: 

¶ March 1, 2024: A communiqué on cooperation in organizing the Fair was signed 
between the presidents of AICO and OLYMPSPORT. 

¶ December 15, 2024: The WOCF Prague 2025 logo was officially approved and 
published. (For the logo development, see a separate chapter.) 

¶ January 25, 2025: Official launch of the website and commencement of registration. 
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WOCF Logo and its Evolution 

Immediately after Prague was officially awarded the WOCF 2025 organization, the Organizing 

Committee contacted two graphic designers to request a draft logo for the Fair. The logo was 

required to contain the mandatory information while simultaneously symbolizing Prague as 

the heart of Europe and, if possible, commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 1925 

International Olympic Congress. The following four variants were shortlisted: 
 

Variant 1 Variant 2 Variant 3 
Variant 4 

The Organizing Committee decided to proceed with Variant No. 4, 
which the designer elaborated upon following comments, resulting in 
a design that was sent to the Olympic Foundation for Culture and 
Heritage. However, this version was not approved, and it was 
recommended that the combination of multiple logos within a single 
design - specifically the logo of the 1925 Olympic Congress in Prague 
and the Olympsport company logo - be removed, thereby avoiding a 
"logo within a logo." 

The logo was subsequently modified according to the committee´s 
requirements. However, it still featured the silhouette of the "Dancing 
House," architecture of which is protected by copyright. Given the time 
required to obtain permission to use the silhouette and to avoid all 
possible issues, the silhouette of the Dancing House was replaced with 
a building that does not require such permission/approval. 

This led us to the final version of the logo, which was approved by the IOC's Olympic 
Foundation for Culture and Heritage and has become the symbol for all activities of the 28th 
WOCF. 
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Program 

THURSDAY MAY 29, 2025 
from 10:00 a.m. Accommodation of 

participants at the Olympik Congress, 

Olympik Tristar and Olympik Artemis hotels 

1 p.m.: Registration of exhibitors, obtaining 

the allocation of the table(s) 

4:30 p.m.: End of registration, closing of 

the Congress Center rooms. 

5.00 p.m.: visit the Tyrs House (seat of 

Sokol organisation) 

¶ Guided tour of the exhibition "100 

Years Since the 8th Olympic 

Congress in Prague 1925" with a 

commentary on the technical and 

pedagogical parts of the congress. 

¶ Lecture on the Sokol movement 

and a tour of the ¢ȅǊǑ House sport 

halls (in English) 
 

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. - Cruise on the 

Vltava River with the historic steamboat of 

the "Parníky Praha" company, including 

refreshments (buffet dinner) and a guide's 

commentary on the sights (in English). 

 
FRIDAY MAY 30, 2025 
8 a.m. Opening of the Congress Center 

rooms to exhibitors 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Open to the public ς free 

entrance 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Olympsport stand opened 

ς sale of Fair items by the Czech Post - the 

special cards, cancellations 

11 a.m. Official opening of the Fair. 

2 p.m.: An autograph session with Mr. 

Kamil Knotek, the author of the 

commemorative postmark and postcard 

issued to the 100th anniversary of the 

International Olympic Congress Prague 

1925 
 

 
7 p.m.: Silent auction in hotel Olympik 

(Olymp Lounge) on the 19th floor with 

panoramatic view of Prague. 
 

! ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ tǊŀƎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άhƭȅƳǇ 

[ƻǳƴƎŜέ hall, where the silent auction 

will take place. 
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SATURDAY MAY 31, 2025 
 

8 a.m.: Opening of the Congress Center 

rooms to exhibitors. 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Open to the public ς free 

entrance 

11 a.m.: Presentation of famous Czech 

athletes, autograph signing 
 

 
сΦол ǇΦƳΦΥ αDŀƭŀά ŘƛƴƴŜǊ in the city center 

in the oldest brewery (pub) and the most 

ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ tǊŀƎǳŜ α¦ 

CƭŜƪǳά 

 
 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 1, 2025 

8 a.m.: Opening of the Olympik halls to 

exhibitors 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m: Open to the public ς free 

entrance 

10 a.m.: Diploma ceremony for exhibitors 

6 p.m.: Closing evening for organizers 

AN ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM: 

May 24 ς June 1, 2025 
Exhibition αмлл-year anniversary of Prague 
IOC Congress 29May - мWǳƴŜ мфнрά (Tyrs´ 
House) 

 

 
Wednesday May 28, 2025 
Seminar ς ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ αtǊŀƎǳŜ IOC Congress 
29May ς 1 June мфнрά 
National Museum Prague. 

May 29 ς June 1, 2025 
International Fairs and Exhibitions with 
Olympic and Sports theme - FIPO, 
OLYMPEX, OLYMPHILEX, AICO, WOCF  (in 
Congress Center) 

 

October 16, 2024 ς September 30, 

2025"Olympic Stories: Successes of Czech 

Athletes Over the Past 100+ Years" 

(National Museum Prague) 
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Accompanying Exhibitions 

Exhibition "100 Years Since the VIII International Olympic Congress 1925 in Prague" 
A tour of the IOC 1925 Exhibition was included in the WOCF Prague 2025 program for those 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢ȅǊǑǻǾ 5ǻƳΦ 
The exhibition itself was presented on six display frames and included the following thematic 
areas: 
VIII International Olympic Congress 1925 Prague 

o Information on the program of the IOC 
Technical and Pedagogical Congress 

o Accompanying events of the IOC Congress 
o Competitive philatelic exhibits related to the 

IOC 1925 Congress (Jaroslav Justýn, Peter 
Osuský) 

o Exclusive IOC 1925 memorabilia (Vaclav Divis: 
philately, medals, and pins) 

Significant Personalities of the IOC 1925 Congress 
o Pierre de Coubertin ς IOC President 
o {ǘŀƴƛǎƭŀǾ WƛǌƝ DǳǘƘ-Jarkovský ς COC Chairman 

(Czech Olympic Committee) 
o Josef Rössler-hǌƻǾǎƪȇ ς COC Secretary General 

Olympic Committee (up to 1925) 

 

Exhibition άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Fairs and Exhibitions with Olympic and Sports Theme ς 
FIPO, OLYMPEX, OLYMPHILEX, AICO, WOCF)" 

In the lobby of the Hotel Olympik Congress Center, Olympsport prepared an exhibition for 
visitors recalling a piece of Olympic collecting history. The progression of Olymphilex and later 
the multi-genre Olympex exhibitions was mapped out on 180 display sheets using philatelic 
artifacts, from Olymphilex 1985 in Lausanne to Olympex 2012 in London. These successful 
exhibitions ended here, and there has been no successful follow-up to date. After all, what is 
more important for Olympic collectors than exhibiting at a world exhibition held as part of the 
Olympic Games program? 

Three-dimensional items related to Olymphilex and Olympex, such as medals, pins, catalogs, 
palmarès (awards/results), etc., were then placed in display showcases. Among all the 
exhibited items, the Juan Antonio Samaranch Medal, which was awarded to the former 
Chairman of Olympsport, Jaroslav Petrásek, in 2012 for promoting Olympic philately, was 
placed in a place of honour. 
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Course of WOCF Prague 2025 

After seventeen months of preparations, the decisive moment finally arrived. That day was 

Friday, May 30, at 11 a.m., when the Chairman of the Organizing Committee and President of 

Olympsport, Josef Koļ², opened the three-day World Olympic Collectors' Fair and welcomed 

95 exhibitors from 18 countries, spanning from Japan to the USA. Greetings were also delivered 

by the President of AICO, Christophe Ait -Braham, ZdenŊk Ġkoda, Vice-Chairman of the COA 

(Czech Olympic Academy), and David Beer, representative of the Czech Post. The entire 

opening ceremony was moderated by Jakub Baģant, a sports editor for Czech Television ( 

 

Moderator  Jakub  Baģant, sports 
comentator ĻT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organizing  Committee  Chairman  Josef  Koļ² 

 

Christophe  Ait -Braham,  President  of  AICO ZdenŊk Ġkoda, Vice-Chairman  of COA 
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David  Beer,  representative  of  Czech Post  

 

Various artifacts were offered for sale or exchange: 
pins, postage stamps, medals, tickets, mascots, 
torches, books, flags, clothing, plaques ς all themed 
around the Olympic Games and Olympism. In short, 
the five intertwined rings are a global phenomenon 
of our time. 
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An essential part of such an event is the cultural program. The evening before the opening, fair 
participants had the opportunity to take a guided tour of ¢ȅǊǑǻǾ 5ǻƳΣ which in 1925 became 
one of the venues for the VIII Olympic Congress, and this year commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of its opening. Those present showed great interest in the exhibition organized by 
Olympsport, which was dedicated to philatelic artifacts issued for the 1925 Olympic Congress. 
This was followed by a cruise on the Vltava River onboard a historic steamboat. 
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On the penultimate evening, a gala dinner was held at Prague´s most renowned and visited 
restaurant and oldest brewery, ¦ CƭŜƪǻ. Here, AICO President, Christophe Ait-Braham, 
ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ WƻǎŜŦ YƻőƝΣ ŦƻǊ the smooth running of the event, the 
kind welcome, and the hospiality, and presented him with an award for his contribution to the 
development of Olympic collecting and culture in the Czech Republic and worldwide. 
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Two autograph sessions should also be mentioned: one with Mr. Kamil Knotek, the author of 
the commemorative postcard and the special hand-cancellation postmark for the 1925 
Olympic Congress anniversary, and another with Czech Olympians, Mr. David Svoboda and 
Mr. Pavel Benc. 

 

Kamil Knotek, author of the commemorative 
postcard and postmark for the 1925 Olympic 
Congress anniversary.  

 

The accompanying program included: 
- a seminar on the 100th anniversary of the Olympic Congress in Prague, 
- a Silent Auction, and 
- a philatelic exhibition in the lobby area focusing on the History of World Exhibitions with 
Olympic and sports themes (OLYMPHILEX and OLYMPEX), as well as various medals, plaques, 
pins, and catalogs displayed in showcasesτall featuring Olympic and sports themes, both and 
provided courtesy of Olympsport. 
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The seminar  took  place  in  the historic  building  of  the National  Museum  on Wenceslas  Square.  

 

The Silent  Auction  took  place  on the 19th  floor  of  the Olympik  hotel complex.  
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The philatelic  exhibition  on the History  of  World  Exhibitions  with  Olympic  and sports  themes.  
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Fair visitors had the opportunity to receive two special hand-cancellation postmarks at the 
temporary counter of the Czech Post Prague 8, which was available only on May 30. 

 

The temporarily  established counter  of  the Czech Post  Prague  8 

The special hand -cancellation postmarks  

28TH WORLD OLYMPIC COLLECTORS' 
FAIR PRAGUE 8 (left) 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC CONGRESS * 

PRAGUE 8 (right) 
 

The Czech Post also prepared and offered for sale a postal postcard commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the VIII Olympic Congress, which took place from May 29 to June 4, 1925, 
in Prague. 
Olympsport, in cooperation with the Czech Post, prepared two souvenir sheets. One was 
dedicated to the 28th World Olympic Collectors' Fair, featuring the Discus Thrower stamp and 
the fair's logos in a bilingual overprint. The second commemorated the 100th anniversary of 
the VIII Olympic Congress 1925, featuring the Discus Thrower stamp and a series of 
overprinted postage stamps that were originally issued in 1925, alongside the hand- 
cancellation postmark on the overprint. 

Mm 
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