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Jedenast pribehov jedenastich celistvosti
Eleven Stories on Eleven Entires
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Jedenast pribehov jedenastich celistvosti

Eleven stories on eleven entires

Mnohé veci maju pribehy a veci, kioré ludia z naj-
roznejsich pohndtok zbierajd, ich maji zaru-
¢ene, Pribeh niektorych konei s koncom loho,
kto ich uchovéval. Vzacnosti filatelistickych zbie-
rok majd casto viac ako jeden pribeh. Dokla-
dom toho st pribehy legenddrmej cervenej Brit-
skej Guyany, ¢i obdlky s pdrikom Mauritius , POST
OFFICE”. Vieme, ako to bolo s prianim pani guver-
nérovej mat na obdlkach s pozvdnkami na bl
ti ,novinku® nedavno zavedend v samom srdci
impéria i o omyle miestneho hodindra. Vieme
viak tiez mnohé o klukatych cestach tychto pokla-
dov v ¢asopriestore filatelie za viac nez poldruha
storocia. Nemusf to véak byt rovno modry Mauri-
tius. Kazdy z nas md predsa v zbierke ,svoj” Mau-
ritius | Guyanu a navzdy si pamdtd kedy a za akych
okolnosti ich ziskal. Nasledujice rozprdavanie viak
bucle skdr o pribehoch, ktoré v celistvostiach (lebo
o ne pdjde) zaklial ¢as ich vzniku a ten, ktory ich
odeslal, ¢ v jednom pripade ani neodoslal.

A ked'v case vzniku te] prvej neboli, na roz-
diel od dneska, olympijské hry velkym biznisom,
skor naopak, financne velmi riskantnym poduja-
tim, islo pri nej o biznis len v prvom rade. TakZe ta
chronologicky najstarsia je tplne aktudlna — a pri
pohlade na bezuzdné vycinanie cinskej posty
(chvalabohu, vyuzivam slobodu volby toto zboj-
stvo pachané na olympijskych filatelistov za bie-
leho dia financne nepodporovat!) sa usmievam
pri ¢itani ,wlomkov* z rozhorcenych komentéarov
v dobovej filatelistickej taci z konca 19. storodia.
Treba pritom priznat, Ze na lie Casy bol pocin

grécke] posty vedeny snahou financne podporit

poriadanie 1. novodobych OH nepochybne vias-
tenectvom. Konzervativni filatelisti viak boli ,roz-
sahom” (12 kusov) i celkovym nomindlom prvej
olympijskej emisie opravnene sokovani, Povazte,
najvyssia hodnota 10 drachiem by pri viedajsom
gréckom vnitrostatnom postovnom za pohladnicu
(5 lepta) pokryla ndklady na odoslanie 200 via-
nocnych ¢ velkonocnych pozdravov. Nuz, vynd-
sobte sGcasné najnizsie postovné (105k) dvestoma
a predstavte si nadSenie, ktoré by emisny pocin
Slovenske] posty a. s. v podobe znamky s nomind-
fom 20005k v radoch filatelistov vyvolal...

Pre dtechu treba povedat, Ze u nds ide
zatial o fikciu, ale pokial ide o ndklady pekinofila
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Many items have their own stories, and items col-
lected by humans due to various reasons have them
surely. Stories of some conclude with end of those
who stored them. Rarities of philatelic collections
have usually more than one story. Stories of legen-
dary red British Guyana, or cover with Mauritius
“POST OFFICE” pair (“Bordeaux”) are good exam-
ples. We know how it was with a wish of lady gov-
ernor to have that “news” recently introduced just
in the heart of the Empire on their invitation covers
and ahout an error of a local watchmaker. How-
ever, we also know about many other meandering
roads of those treasures in space-time of philately
which occurred during more than one and a half
of century. It just not to be necessarily Blue Mauri-
tius, each of us has “own” Mauritius or Guyana in
histher collection and surely will remember forever
when and under which conditions has got it. How-
ever, the following talking will be more about sto-
ries which has added to entires (hecause they will
be dealt) time of their creation and those who sent
them or in one case even didn't send at all,
Despite time of creation of the first one,
Olympic Games were not on the contrary to today
a big business, even contrariwise a financially very
risky business; this entire was a business matter
only. So that chronologically oldest one is abso-
lutely actual — and watching unreined rage of Chi-
nese Post ffortunately, | use the freedom not to sup-
port financially that rapine being now committed
on Olympic philatelists!) [ am laughing when rea-
ding “fragments” from indignant commentaries in
“contemparary” philatelic literature from the end
of the 19" century. It should be admitted that for
those times the act of Greece Post truly driven by
endeavour to support financially the organisation
of the 1 modern Olympic Games was beyond
guestion a true patriotism. Conservative philate-
lists were rightfully shocked by the “volume” (12
pieces) and overall nominal of the first Olympic
series. Just suppose, the highest value 10 drachmas
would cover, considering then Creece inland
postage rate for postcard (5 lepta), costs for sen-
cling 200 Christmas or Eastern greetings. So, if mul-
tiplying the actual postage rate (10 Sk) by two hun-
dred, we can casily imagine the enthusiasm which
would such an emission act of Slovak Post repre-



(nie, tym nemyslim poddrub pekinéza) na kom-
pletnd cinsku filatelistickd produkciu k OH 2008
je 20005k menej ako skromny pociatocny vklad,
hotovd ¢inska ,brnkacka®.

Podme viak k priamo k obchodnej ponuke
pana Jeana N. Coumenosa, takto direktora pod-
niku s poetickym ndzvom ,Rendez-vous zndm-
komilcov” na Euripidovej ulici 53 v Aténach.
(No nezajdi tam...!) Adresoval ju do dalekého Le
Havru panovi Bouchardovi.(Obr. 1) Pontkol mu
este teplé” (ponuka je datovand 30. mdja, Hry
i emisia mali premiéru 25. marca — véetko podla
julidgnskeho kalenddra) olympijské znamky v kom-
pletnej sérii za 16 frankov (ale tiez 13 mariek resp.
13 silingoy, samozrejme nie tych rakdskych, tam
edte platili ,zlatkami”). Ziacla o platbu vopred a to
sekom a jemne naznacuje, Ze ponikany tovar
sa moze vypredal. Nuz, 16 frankov bol slusny
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peniaz (postovné pohladnice zo svetovej vystavy
a OH 1900 v Parizi do ,ndsho” rodného Hor-
ného Uhorska holo 10 centimov) a vstupenka
na zmienend vystavu bola za 1 frank. Ale: ,cort
adin, kak bystra ugavaril jevé™! Adresdt pan Bou-
chard ,zabral” a v rohu rubovej strany postového
listka s natlacenym textom (pan Coumenos robil
zrejme ponuku technikou kobercového ndletu na
europskych obchednikov so znamkami i ked som
za roky stretol len jeding podobny kus) si pozna-
cil: ,Odpovedané, ziadal som 4 série.” A hla, na
konci tohto, z hladiska nasej rodnej olympijskej
filatelie, prehistorického biznisu, boli mozno Styria
spokojni klienti pdn Boucharda, ktori by inak ku
kompletne] ,prve) gréckej” tazko prisli. Sotva islo
o tematickych filatelistov, ved'v tych casoch (1896)
sa tematické” emisie dali spocital na prstoch rik
—a to este mohlo ist o ruky nesikovného drevo-
rubaca. Este, Ze si v USA uctili Kristofa Kolumba
a v Portugalsku Henricha Moreplavea a Vasca da
Gamu, aspon predchodcovia Evy Lechnerovej uz
mali nie¢o do zaciatku... Ale zaklady olympijskej
filatelie boli polozené!

senting by a stamp with 2000 Sk face value recall
in rows of philatefists...

For a solace, we had to mention, that it is only
a fiction in our country, but (rnnsfdr:ring a ”pek{m)v
philic” eollector costs (no, | do not talk about the
Pekinese dog sub-race) for the complete Chinese
philatelic production for OG 2008, amount 2000
Sk is less than modest starting investment, such a
small funny amount.

However, let’s go directly to a business offer
of Mr. Jean N. Coumenos, a director of company
with poetic name “Rendez-vous de timbrophiles”
on Euripides street 53 in Athens. (Wouldn't you
go there...!) He did address it to a far-distant Le
Havre to Mr. Bouchard.(Fig. 1) offering him “iresh”
(the offer is dated on 30" May, the Games and the
series had a premiere on 25" March — everything
accarding to Julian calendar} Olympic stamps in
complete set for 16 francs (but also 13 Marks or
13 Schillings respectively, but of course not Aus-
trian, there were still used "Culdens”). He requ-
ested advance payment by check and slightly indi-
cate that goods being offered could be sold off the
stack. So, 16 Francs was considerable amount of
money (postage for postcard from the World Exhi-
bition and OC 1900 in Paris to our “home” Upper
Hungary was 10 centimes and entry ticket for the
mentioned exhibition cost 1 Franc. But: addressee
Mr. Bouchard “was caught” and in the corner of
the reverse side of the postcard with printed text
(Mr. Coumenos did probably offer by technique of
carpet bombing on European stamp dealers, des-
pite | met only with this only piece) he had noti-
ced: “Responded, | requested 4 sets.” And so, in
the end of this prehistoric business, from the point
of view of our mother Olympic philately, there were
possibly four satisfied customers of Mr. Bouchard,
who could otherwise hardly get the complete “first
Greece”. Barely there were thematic collectors,
because in those times (1896) one can count “the-
matic” series on fingers of one hand — and even it
could be a hand of unhandy wood-cutter. Fortuna-
tely in USA revered Christopher Columbus and in
Portugal Henry the Navigator and Vasco da Gama.
But a good basis for Olympic philately had been
already founded!

It is year 1908 and spiritus movens of Czech
sport, pioneer of skiing, author of Czech translati-
ons of rules of everything what drifted sport winds
from North, West and South (from East apart to
sun not much inspiring comes even in that time)
to “historical Bohemian lands”, but also referee of
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Pise sa rok 1908 a spiritus movens ceského
Sportu, prickopnik lyzovania, autor ceskych pre-
Kladov pravidiel vietkého, ¢o do ,zemi historic-
kych” priviali Sportové velry zo severu, zapadu
i juhu (z wehodu okrem slnka ani viedy mnoho
in3pirujaceho neprichadzalo), rozhodca prvého
futhalového derby Sparta — Slavia v dejinach a za-
slazily cinovnik (nie bafundr!) mladého olym-
pijského hnutia pige z Londyna. Az na bohatého,
nadseného a pomerne naivného kolegu — vysta-
vovatela, ktory svoj olympijsky exponat pred
par rokmi ozdobil legendarnou (a nikdy postovo
nepouZitou) londynskou peciatkou STADIUM na
celistvosti (v xeroxove] verzii — hla pokrok tech-
niky!), my ostatnf vieme, ze k tejto sportovo-orga-
nizacne Gspesnej olympidde niet priamej, prisnym
kritéridm jury vyhovujicej dobovej filatelisticko-
tematickej dokumentécie. Josel Réssler — Ofov-
sky pide sam sebe — kazdy z nds vie, Ze to je naj-
istejiie, ak nechceme riskovat' smutny koniec nasej
starostlivo ,skonstruovanej” a zarucene bombovej
celistvosti z OH & MS, kam sme riadenim osudu
dostali. Ale kedze v tych casoch posta v Eurdpe
plnej hranic a colnych bariér fungovala podstatne
lepsie ako dnes, odosielatel vedel, Ze listok dorazi
do Prahy skor ako on sdm a tak instruoval svojho
domovnika (veddci ¢eskej olympijskej vypravy bol
o. i. majitefom realit, preto to ,svojho”), aby listok
prevzal. Ten, posludny pokynu séfa, listok prevzal
a podpisal miesto mena svojim pracovnym zara-
denim. (Obr. 2) A tak sa radostnd sprava o ceskych
sermiaroch z Earl s Courtu zachovala i s ,nepos-
towwm* ddkazom zodpovednéha plnenia poky-
nov. Ja dnes domovnika instruoval nemusim (ani
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nemdzem, som len ,malym” majitefom realit— bez
domovnika, k bytu zatial totiz neddvaji domov-
nikov) okrem iného aj preto, lebo v 271. storoci td
LSvoju postu takmer vzdy predbehnem...
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the first Czech football No 1 rivalry Sparta — Slavia
in history, and merited activist of young Olympic
movement writes from London. As for rich, enthu-
siastic and rather naive fellow Hungarian exhibitor
who decorated his Olympic exhibit by legendary
fand never postaly used) London postmark STA-
DIUM on entire (in xero-copy version — look, such
a technology progress!) several years ago, we other
know that there doesn't exist any direct contem-
porary philatelic-thematic documentation to this
in all aspects successiul Olympic event satisfying
rigic criteria of jury. Josef Rossler — Orovsky writes
to himself — each of us knows that is the most safe,
if we do not want to risk sad end of our carefully
“constructed” and certainly bombastic entire sent
from Olympic games or other hig sports spec-
tacle. Because in those times post in Furope — full
of horders and custom barrers — worked rather
better than today, sender knowing that postcard
will reach Prague before he would, he had instruc-
ted his own doorkeeper (the head of Czech Olym-
pic expedition was apart from others, an owner of
real estates therefore that word “own”) to take over
the postcard. And he, responsive to chief’s instruc-
tions, took over the postcard and signed it by his
job position, i. e. “doorkeeper” (domovnik). (Fig.
2) And such a way an enjoyable message about
Czech swordsmen sent from Farl’s Court preser-
ved together with the “hon-postal” proofl of res-
ponsible fulfilment of duties. Today | do not need
to instruct doorkeeper (neither can |, being only
a “small” reality owner — without doorkeeper, to
apartment so far doorkeepers are not being assig-
ned) also due to the fact, that in the 21 century
I almost every time overrun my “own” post and
come home earlier....

four years have passed and Czech Olympic
committee fights for its “‘own” participant name
-plate and flag at OG in Stockholm. Jifi Stanislav
Guth - Jarkovsky writes about difficulties of such
fighting in his “Olympic Memories”. These fights
could not be missed by a Czech patriot who had
added to his own German name also the Crech
translation: Ross = of = horse (other Czechs as well
as many higher educated Slovaks in Upper Hun-
gary, to a disgrace, did just the opposite). Ofovsky
again writes a greeting to himself in the sense of
mentioned tradition and thus he leaves us a record
from the battlefield with powerful and noble repre-
sentatives of the Austrian throne, who had howe-
ver failed against the “sport geography” of baron
Coubertin. (Fig. 3) Czechs had finally fought a com-



Uplynuli styri roky a Cesky olympijsky
wwhor bojuje o ,svoju” menovku a zdstavu Gcast-
nika ©OH v Stokholme. O peripetiach tohto
zapasu pise Jifi Stanislav Guth - Jarkovsky so svo-
jich , Pamétech olympijskych”. Nemohol pri nom
chybat ani cesky vlastenec, ktory si k vlastnému
nemeckému menu dolozil ¢esky preklad: Ross =
of = kon (ini Cesi a v Hornom Uhorsku aj mnohf
vzdelanejsi Slovaci robili, na hanbu, pravy opak).
Ofovsky si, v duchu uz zmienenej tradicie, opdt
piSe pozdrav a zanechdva nam tak doklad z bo-
jiska s mocnou ¢. a k. byrokraciou, ktord viak na
Sportovi geografiu baréna Coubertina nestacila.
(Obr. 3) Cesi nakoniec vyhojovali kompromis, boli
i ,Rakazanmi® — ale aj Cechmi a v Stokholme na
otvoreni hier pochodovali pod svojou, hoc i ne-
velkou, zastavou.

Eurdpou predla nicivd vojna a po Gsmych
rokoch sa na usporiadanie hier podujalo vojnou
znicené Belgicko. Rubensove Antverpy privi-
tali Sportovcov a medzi nimi i dcastnikov pred-
chddzajdcich Hier, ktorl — prezili. Takym bol aj
v Stokholme nevelmi Gspesny Franci Kundert,
ktory tam nedokoncil eyklisticky zavod jednotliv-
cov, ked mu praskol ram bicykla. Bol to typicky
cyklisticky a Sportovy all-roundler: vitazil na drahe
i ceste, bol Uspesny krasojazdec, funkciondr, autor
odbornej sportovej literattry ale tiez tréner kra-
sokorculovania. a rychlokoréulovania. Aj on, hoci
na rozdiel od Ofovského nebol zndamy i vo fila-
telistickych kruhoch, prispel do kolekcie vzacnych
filatelistickych dokumentov z priekopnickych cias
rozmachu olympizmu. V Antverpdch sice zévod
daokonéil, ale nase druzstvo bolo a7z 9. z 11 a Kun-
dert 39. zo 45 Gcastnikov. Stal sa vsak ,autorom”
jednej z najkrajsich zachovanych antverpskych
doporucenych celistvosti, ktoré s sami o sebe
vzdcne. (Obr, 4) Na rozdiel od inych odosielateloy,
vedenych liez zviada lazbou urobit radost filate-
listom, ktori pouzili ako frankatdru pestrofarebnd
zostavu vyplatnych znamok zo série , kral Albert
v prilbe”, Frank (ako sa vtedy Frantisek pisal)
nesetril a kapil olympijské znamky. Zaplatil tak
i povinny doplatok v prospech zmrzacenych voj-
novym konfliktom, kterym bola olympijska emisia
Jzatazend”. 13lo sice len o 5 centimov na kazdu
hodnoltu, ale i tie stacili na to, aby sa olympijské
znamky ,nepredavali“. Nasledkom toho bolo
ich pretlacenie na jednotny nominal 20c. bez
priplatku v poolympijskom roku 1921, (Obr. 5)
Médm, vzécnou zhodou okolnosti, tri antverpské
celistvosti z jeho dielne. Ziskal som ich pri réznych
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promise: they were “Austrians” ~ but also Czechs
and marched under their own although not big flag
during the Stockholm OC opening.

Savage war swept over Europe and after eight
vears Belgium heing ruined by war had to under-
take the organisation of Games. Rubens’s Antwerp
did welcome sportsmen and among them also par-
ticipants of previous games who survived. One of
them was Ffranci Kundert not very successful in
Stockholm, where he hadn't finished cycling road
race after a sudden breakdown of his bicycle frame.
He was a typical cycling and sporting all-roundler:
he won on track and road, was a successful artis-
tic rider, functionary, and author of special sport
literature but also an ice and speed skating trainer.
He also contributed, although not known in phi-
fatelic circles as Orovsky, to the collection of scarce
philatelic documents from pioneering period of
the Olympics expansion. He did finish the race in
Antwerp, but our team was 9" out of 11, and Kun-
dert was 39" out of 45 participants. However, he
has become an “author” of one of the most beauti-
ful preserved registered Antwerp entires, which are
in their own accord scarce. (Fig. 4) Despite other
senders driven mostly by desire to make a plea-
sure to philatelists, using usually franking with mul-
ticolour selection of definitive stamps of the “King
Albert in helmet” series, Frank (as he then nickna-
med his Frantisek name) did not spare and bought
Olympic stamps. So he also paid the obligatory
surtax for crippled due to war conflict by which
the Olympic series was “encumbered”. It was only
5 centimes for each value, but it was enough the
Olympic stamps were not sold well. Due to that
fact they were overprinted by unified face value of
20c. without surtax in the first post-Olympic year
1921. (rig. 5) Due to a rare coincicence, | have got
three Antwerp entires from his workshop, each
of them getting at different occasion; even ane of
them have been “released” to me by Manfred Ber-
gmann — that one which Kundert had sent to his
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prilezitostiach, jednu z nich mi dokonca , pustil”
sdm Manfred Bergmann — td, ktord Kundert poslal
svojmu otcovi. Na nom, vedicom cyklistickej jaz-
diarne, po ktorom zdedil cyklisticky talent, viak
setril a poslal mu len pozdrav s beznou vyplat-
nou znamkou — i 10 stihol lajddcky postir z po-
hladu narocného zberatefa zle opeciatkoval. Ta
parddna, ktord si, podla zmieneného Ofovského
zvyku, poslal sam sebe — do skoly, kde v dejisku
hier, ktoré nemalo prostriedky na vystavbu olym-
pijskej dediny, zrejme cyklisti pocas Skolskych
prazdnin byvali, nesie citatelnd peciatku druhého
dna hier. A tie, hoci zacali hokejovym turnajom
uz 23. aprila, otvoril krdl Albert 1. a7z 14. augusta
1920.

Strojova peciatka propagujdca Tyzden zim-
nych Sportov v Chamonix v r. 1924 je ozdo-
bou kazdého olympijského expondtu. Td adre-
sovand 2. Il do Prahy doc. Dr. Joe Grussovi je
podpisana hracmi ¢s. hokejového muZstva. (Obr.
6) Den prediym jej signatdri porazili Svajciarsko
11:2 ale napriek tomu sa uz s hokejovym tur-
najom rozldcili. Predtym stihli totiz ,nakapit”

s Kanadou 0:30 a so Svedmi 3:9. Adresat i cast

podpisaného muzstva (menovite Vindys a Palous)
viak boli dcasinikmi ,zoznamovacieho” zdjazdu
nasich (dovtedy) bandy - hokejistov (nie, oni
neboli Ziadna banda, samy doktor a inzinier...)
za kanadskym hokejom do Chamonix v r. 1909.
Tesne pred prvym zapasom si viedy nasi hokejovi
musketieri kdpili svoje prvé ,kanadské” hokejky,
lebo bandy hokej sa hrdva s loptickou a hokej-
kami pripominajlce tie na pozemny hokej, lenze
o ¢osi dlhsimi. Este ze ich v obchode v Chamo-
nix mali presne sedem — prave tolko ich bolo!
I's brankdrom — ale ten mal takd istt hokejku ako
hrac¢ v poli a miesto chranicov si sdlom omotal
aspon pravy clenok. (Ziadne Styri patky a zbierka
gélmanov ako dnes!) Necudo, Zze pna pre-
miére prehrali s kazdym, koho stretli, ale zasiate
semienko kanadského hokeja vzklicilo! A na let-
nych OH v Antverpdch v r. 1920 uz prinieslo
bronzovl drodu. Po ,povinnych” nakupoch od
Kanady a USA tam totiz porazili budiceho trva-
[ého rivala - Svédsko futbalovo 1:0. A na svojho
brankdra, lebo Joe

father. However, he spared on him, the principal
of a bicycle riding hall, from whom he inherited
cycling talent, and sent greeting only with stan-
dard definitive stamp — moreover, from the point
of demancding collector, a slack postman was able
to cancel it poorly. That natty one, which according
to mentioned Ofovsky's custom, was sent to him-
self — to school, where obviously Olympic partici-
pants among them cyclists lived during school holi-
days. Antverps and organizers hadn't enough reso-
urces to construct a real Olympic village. The item
bears readable cancellation from second day of the
Olympiad. And that was opened, despite the start
of hockey tournament on 23" April, by King Albert
I. anly on 14" August 1920,

Machine cancellation promoting the Week of
Winter Sports in Chamonix in 1924 is an adornment
of each Olympic exhibit. That one addressed on
February 2% to Prague to Assoc. Prof. joe Gruss
MD s signed by plavers of Czechoslovak hocke
team. (Fig. 6) Just a day before ils signatories defe-
ated Switzerland 11:2, but even though they left
the hockey tournament. it was because before that
they were able to “buy it” from Canada 0:30 and
Sweden 3:9. Addressee and portion of the under-
signed team (namely Vindys and Palous) were par-
ticipants of the “get-acquainted” trip of our (at that
time} bandy — hockey-players (no, they were not
any hand of criminals, most of them medical doc-
tors and engineers...) for Canadian hockey to Cha-
monix in 1909. Just a day before the first match our
hockey musketeers had bought their first “Cana-
dian” sticks, because bandy hockey was played with
ball and sticks recalling those for field hockey, but
a bit longer. Fortunately, there were exactly seven
pieces available in the shop in Chamonix, the same
number as they were! Also with goalkeeper — but
he had the same stick as in-field player and instead
of protectors he guarded at least his right ankle by
a scarf. (No four quintuples and set of goalkeepers
as today!) No wonder, that on the premiere they
lost again everyone they mel, but surely a seed
of Canadian hockey had germinated. And at the
summer QG in Antwerp in 1920 it already brou-
ght a bronze harvest. After obligatory bulk pur-
chases from Canada and USA they defe-

Gruss, neskordi pro-
fesor gynekologie
a porodnictva lekdr-
skej fakulty Univerzity
Karlovej a v r. 1946
— 1965 clen MOV, bol
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ated later tradlitional rival — Sweden by a
foothall score 1:0. And they did not forget
their goalkeeper, because joe Cruss, later
professor of gynaecology and obstetrics
at the Medical Faculty of Charles Univer-
sity and member of 1OC in 1946 — 1965,



na tom historickom prvom zéjazde v branke - co
nebol lahky dzob, kamardti nezabudli!

Na prvy pohlad celkom beznd pohladnica
z olympijského Pariza, ktory dostal v roku 1924
moznost rehabilitovat’ sa za organizacny debakel
1. OH v r. 1900, je nepochybne filatelisticky hod-
notnym materidlom: ma korektné postovné zlo-
7ené z olympijskych znamok s olympijskou stro-
jovou propagacnou peciatkou datovanou 31. V.
a jeden z podpisanych je legenddrny rozhlasovy
Sportovy komentdtor Laufer. (Obr. 7) Nasi futba-
listi den predtym prehrali

was during that historically first trip in hockey gate
—what was not an easy job!

On the first glance only a common postcard
from Olympic Paris, which had got possibility to
rehabilitate for an organisational debacle of 2™ OG
in 1900, is out of question valuable philatelic mate-
rial: it has correct postage composed of Olympic
stamps with Olympic machine cancellation dated
on 31. V.; and one of signatories is a legendary first
Czechoslovak radio sport commentator. (Fg. 7) Our
football players day before lost in repeated match

against Switzerland and got

v opakovanom zapase so
Svajeiarskom a z turnaja
vypadli. Na velky tdspech
cakal futbal  dalsich
desat’ rokov. Prigiel v slav-

s,

off the tournament. Czecho-
slovak football had to wait
for big success another ten
years. It came in the form of
world vice-champions title
in the famous Roma final
match against ltaly in 1934.
And next to a n‘lfr_'rophone
was — Josef Laufer.
All-rounder  Orovsky
stood at the birth of Czech

nom rimskom findle MS i

1934 v podobe titulu vice- 3

majstra sveta. A u mikro- %

fénu bol - Josef Laufer. e drenn ] 1]
All-roundler  Orov- )

sky stdl u zrodu Ces-

kého Ski-klubu, 1. Ces-

kého lawn-tennisového klubu, Ceského Sculling
Cercle (vesldri) no tiez Ceského Yacht-klubu. Na
adresu posledného posiela pozdrav z OH 1928
v Amsterdame, kde bol, podobne ako v r. 7908,
1912, 1920 a 1924 veddcim ceskej respektive ¢s.
olympijskej vypravy. Pise sice vyboru, ale dodava:
LK ruce p. Rosslera Ofovského, predsedy”, aby
sa karta nestratilal (Obr. 8) Prilezitostnd peciatka
nesie datum 12. VIIL. Bol to posledny den Hier
a den najvacsieho olympijského tspechu ¢&s. jaz-
deckého Sportu — zisku zlatej medaily kpt. Fran-
tiskom Venturom v skokanskej sttazi.

Postovy historik, hladiaci prisne na postové
tarify, si viimne prefrankovania o 5 centov —sadzba
7a podtovy listok do zahranicia bola 10 centov. Ale
ked pige praotec ¢s. olympijskej filatelie jachtar-
skemu klubu a ma frankovat' ,ma Grovni” nemé-
zeme sa cudoval, Ze reskiruje 6 centov a nalepi
prvi olympijskd zndmku s ndmetom jachtingu...
Preco 6, ked je ,za 5”2 NuZ, podla ani organiza-
tori hier, ktorym bol vytazok z priplatku urceny, by
u prislovecne setrnych krajanov s privysokym pri-
platkom nepresli. A pre istotu ho ani na znamkach
neuviedli... poznali svojich pappenheimskych.

Ta dalsia celistvost je velmi smutnd. Nie
preto, 7e nesplina kritéria prilis vhodného filatelis-
tického materidlu pre tematicky expondt. Nesplna
preto, Ze pozoruhodné s na nej ,nepostové”

Ski-Club, 1. Czech Lawn
Tennis Club, Czech Sculling Cercle (rowmen), but
also Czech Yacht Club. To the address of the latest,
he sends a greeting from OG 1928 in Amsterdam
where he was a chiefl of the Czech and Czecho-
slovak representation, similarly as in 1908, 1912,
1920 and 1924, He writes to the Yacht Club board,
but adds: ,to hands of Mr. Réssler — Orovsky, chair-
man”, to guarantee the card will not be lost! (tig. 8)
Commemorative cancellation bears datum 12, VIIl,
which was the last day of the Games and day of
the biggest Olympic success of Czechoslovak equ-
estrian sport — gain of golden medal by capt. Fran-
tisek Ventura in jumping competition. Postal his-
torian strictly looking for postal tariffs will notice
overfranking by 5 cents — postage rate for postcard
abroad was 10 cents. But when grandfather of Cze-
choslovak Olympic philately writes to yacht club
and has to choose an appropriate stamp we can't
wonder that he offers 6 cents and glue the first
Olympic stamp with yachting motive... Why 6, if it
is “for 5"¢ Probably because the Netherlands” post
and organisers of the OG to which the benefit was
dedicated would not succeed at their adverbially
thrifty fellow countrymen. So for safety’s sake they
did not even mention it on stamps... they knew
their “Pappenheimers”.
The next entire is very sad. Not because it
does not fulfil criteria on suitable philatelic mate-
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prvky: obdlka, adresdt a odosielatel. Znamka a pe-
ciatka st sice O. K. ale v podstate celkom bandlne.
Ved tych bandlnych 5 centovych diskobolov vydali
presne 52 miliénov 376 tisic jednosto kusov. A rov-
nako ,bandlny” bol aj osud odosielatela zdsielky:
1941 nastdpil do transportu smer Terezin (Obr. 9)
a 8. 3. 1944, ako 36-rocny, zomiera v osviencim-
skej plynovej komore Bol viac nez tuctovy, ved ho
zdielal s viac ne7 siestimi milionmi obeti rezimu,
ktory daostal v r. 1936 moznost poriadat olympijské
hry ,lebo sa mu nedali odopriet”, podobne ako
sa ,nedali odopriet” zlocinnému rezimu krajiny,
ktorej hlavnému mestu sa tej cti dostalo v olym-
piiskom roku 2008. Zatial sa viak pise rok 1932.
Oskar Heks vybojoval v olympijskom maratone na
Hrach v Los Angeles 8. miesto (Co okrem Emila
Zitopka nikto v dejindch ceskoslovenskej a ani
ceskej a slovenskej atletiky nedokdzal). Posiela
(Stylovo a mozno aj Setrne, lebo cesta na OH
v case velkej hospoddrskej krizy bola riadny
zaber” a penazi nazvys nebolo) na hlavickovom
papieri a v obdlke olympijskej dediny pozdrav vte-
dajéiemu predsedovi Cs.

rial for thematic exhibit. it does not fulfil because
noteworthy are only “non-postal” elements: cover,
addressee and sender. Stamp and cancellation are
O.K. but in principle they are banal. Thus they
released 52 millions 376 thousand one hundred
pieces of those banal 5 cents discobolos. And simi-
farly “banal” was a misfortune of the mail sender:
in 1941 he was sent to ghetto in Terezin — The-
resianstadt (Fig. 9) and on 8% March 1944 having
36 years he died in gas-chamber in Oswiencim.
His fate was more than banal since he shared his
destiny with other more than six millions of Jewish
victims of the regime, which had the possibility to
organise the Olympic Games in 1936 because the
opinion of majority of IOC members was that “they
were not able to withhold”, similarly as they are
not to be “withhold” to criminal regime of country
which capital has got that honour in Olympic year
2008. However, at that time it was only the year
1932. Oskar Heks fought in Olympic marathon at
OG in Los Angeles 8" position (what apart from
Emil Zatopek nobody in history of Czechoslovak or

Czech or Slovak athletics could achieve).

amatérskej atletickej inie
doc. |. Grussovi. (Ohr. 10)
V polovici 30-tych rokov
sa Heks spolu s ceskym
vylvarnikom a sochdrom
Jakubom Obrovskym
(0. i. autorom zndmok ,legiondrskeho” vydania
a tiez populdrnej emisie ,Hospodastvo a veda”,
ale tiez drzitefom bronzovej medaile z olympijske;
umeleckej sttaze — préve v Los Angeles ju ziskal
za sochu Odyssea) angazoval v zdpase o pre-
lozenie OH z Berlina na pro-
test proti zneuzitiu olympijskej
myslienky zlocinnym fasistic-
kym rezimom. MOV ani jeho
celny predstavitel Belgican graf
Henri de Baillet — Latour nevi-
deli dévod na zmenu dejiska

reeTeEsvTE ey

Hier... neviem ako milf citate-
lia, ja dnes vidim isti neblaha
analdgiu.

Ktovie, aky bol osud ¢loveka, ktory si v na
ZOH v r. 1936 kipil ten bezny 6-fenigovy (vnit-
rostdtny) prilezitostny podtovy listok, vydany na
pocest hier v Garmisch — Partenkirchen. Nestihol
ho pouzit a ,potom” ho uz nepouzil. Po ¢om po

tom? Nuz, opieram sa o deduként metodu — i ked

nie som ani priblizne slavny mozog z Baker Street
221B. Mal ho zrejme nachystany na pozdrav
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He sends greetings (stylish but perhaps
also thriftily, because journey to OG in
the time of economic crisis was a “big
stroke” and moreover money — to buy
picture postcards — was not available)
on letter-head paper and cover of Ofym-
pic village to then chairman of Czechoslovak ama-
teur athletic union doc. J. Cruss. (Fig. 10) In the
middle of 30-ties Heks together with famous Czech
artist and sculptor Jakub Obrovsky (e. g. author
of Czechoslovak “legions” stamps and popular
series “Fconomy and science”, as well as owner of
bronze medal from the Olympic artistic competi-
tion — he got it right in Los Angeles for the sculpture
of Odysseus) involved in the fight to move OG
from Berlin protesting against misuse of Olympic
idea by criminal fascist regime. Neither 1OC nor its
front representative Belgian count Henri de Baillet
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rodine ¢i znamym. Ale potom sa TO stalo! Ocitol
sa v pravy ¢as na pravom mieste”. Dav ho ako
valiaca sa vina na olympijskom stadione wyhodil
na breh v blizkosti bozstva, inak nedostupného

a takmer vzdy obklopeného nepreniknutelnou
suitou vernych. A teraz bol zrazu na dosah! Jedi-
ne¢ny moment, ktory sa v jeho zivole zrejme
uz nikdy nezopakuje. Ved mu to doma neu-
veria! A boZstvo bolo v dobrom rozmare. Napa-
dla ho spdsna myslienka ziskat' ddkaz nad ktory
niel. Ziskat' podpis bozstva, ktorym inokedy roz-
hoduje o osude milidnov ba hadam i osude sveta.
Ale kam sa bozstvo podpise? Vtedy si spomenul na
td kartu a ceruzka
% bola tiez, nastastie,
/ ‘)‘:/::/ Hd])Of‘L’le'\"..z.
)7 “t A Vodca s priatel-
skym tdsmevom clo-
veku z fudu udelil
autogram.A ¢lovek z fudu ho doniesol domov
a uzasnutym blizkym porozpraval pribeh o tom,
ako stretol Vodcu. Co sa stalo potom si uz dedu-
kovat netriifam. Pribeh tej beznej karty by skoncil
v jednej zo stovak skatdl s celistvostami 1 Stick
= | DM*, na filatelistickej velkoburze v Sindelfin-
gene. Ktovie ako diho tam vz leZala a ako diho
by tam edte le7ala, keby som nemal zvyk poze-
ral’ listky i pohladnice aj ,z druhej strany . Ako sa
tam cdostala? Nuz, ked prestala byt relikviou naj-
vzdcnejiou a ten, kto poznal jej pribeh mozno
padol za svojho Vodcu pri Stalingrade ¢i v Ar-
denach, cakal ju neisty osud. Ale neskonéila ani
v kachliach ani v zbere surovin, i ked pred ndstu-
pom ,hospodarskeho zdzraku” prezilo povojnové
Nemecko tazké roky. Cakala na toho, klo obrdti
kartu a spozna ten podpis...

Podotykam, 7e ide filatelisticky mdlo vhodny
materidl, pretoze ten nepouzity listok nema nijaky
filatelisticky pozoruhodny prvok — ale md — hoci
mozno celkom iny, ako ten fiktivny, ¢o som
v kratkosti spisal — ale i tak iste pozoruhodny
pribeh.

Ako fénix z popola druhej svetovej vajny
vstala myslienka bardna Coubertina o mierovom
zapoleni mlddeze celého sveta. Povojnové nddeje
na zivot v mierovom a demokratickom svete sa

viak pre mnohych Eurépanov nenaplnili. Ked

3. 1l 1948 poslal lekdr nase] vypravy na ZOH
v Sv. Morici a neskor zakladatel slovenske] Sporto-
vej mediciny a profesor telovychovného lekdrstva
MUDr. Pavel Handzo svojej manzelke pohladnicu
plnd podpisov hracov ndsho hokejového muz-

— Latour saw any reason for change of the site of
the Games... { do not know how you dear readers,
but | see certain unlucky analogy today.

Who knows, which destiny met a man who
had bought that common 6-pfennig (inland) com-
memorative postal card issued to the occasion of
the Winter Olympic Games in Garmisch — Partenkir-
chen in 1936, He had not been able to send it and
“afterwards” he did not use it at all. After WHAT
was afterwards? Thus, | lean on deductive method
— in spite [ am not a famous brain from the Baker
Street 2211B. He possibly prepared it for sending gre-
etings to family or friends. But then IT happened! He
found himself “at the right time on the right place”.
Crowd at Olympic stadium as a mighty wave threw
him on the shore just in front of the “god in person”
otherwise unreachable and almost all the time sur-
rounded by impenetrable suite of true-hearted. And
now, he was within his reach! A unique moment,
which would apparently never happen again in
his fife. Thus, nobody would believe that! And the
god was in a good turn of mind. So, he had got a
redemptive idea to get a proof over any. To get sig-
nature of the god which at another occasions deci-
des about destiny of millions of people or maybe
destiny of world. But where the god will sign? Then
he called to mind that card and pencil was luckily
also in hand... And Fiihrer with friendly smile grants
his signature to a man from masses. And that man
from masses brought the card home and told the
story how he met the Fihrer to open-eyed nextdo-
ors. | do not venture what did happen after. A tale
of the otherwise ordinary card would end for years
and years in one of hundreds of boxes with entires
.1 piece =1 DM, where I have found it at the phi-
latelic fair in Sindelfingen. Who knows how long it
was alreadly lying in the box. But [ have a custom to
search card and postal cards also from the “reverse
side”. And how it had got there? Thus, when it
ceased to be the a hallowed relic and that one who
knew the “true story” was probably killed serving
his Fihrer at Stalingrad or in Ardennes, its predes-
tination became uncertain. But it did not finish in
fire neither in paper as raw matetial, even though
betore “economic miracle” Germany survived hard
times. It was waiting for one who turns it back and
recognise the signature....l have to remark, that it is
far away from suitable philatelic material, because
that unused postal card has not any philatelic noti-
ceable feature — but it has — although perhaps com-
pletely other than that fictive [ outlined shortly —but
in any case interesting story to tell.
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stva nikto netusil, aky tragicky osud cakd mnohych
z nich. (Obr. 11) V tych dnoch kracali majstri sveta
z . 1947 k historickému Gspechu na ZOH. V tur-
naji neprehrali a Kanada ziskala zlato len vdaka
lepsiemu skore, ked priama konfrontdcia skoncila
0:0. O rok sme stali opat majstrami sveta — a po-
tom to priglo. Zlocinny komunisticky rezim obvi-
nil viacerych ¢lenov
muzstva na zaklade
povestného  para-
grafu 231 zo Spi-
ondze a vlastizrady
a vo vykonstruova-
nom procese dostali
mnohi hraci vysoké
tresty. Jachymovské
uranové bane pohl-
tili nevinnych. Na
rozdiel od osud Ernsta Rohma pripominajicich
pseudotragédii ludi zvldstneho razenia® ako boli
Slansky, Reicin, Husdk ¢i Clementis, ktori osobne
roztacali mlyny totalitnej , triednej spravodlivosti”,
ktoré ich potom, historicky vzaté, po zdsluhe
zomleli a ktorych potom ich stdruhovia po rokoch
vihania rehabilitovali, niektorych az do pozicii
najvyssich, boli osudy ich nevinnych obeti az do
padu Cervenej totality tabu. Hala ,Bézu” Mod-
reho v LanSkroune je oneskorenym aklom uzna-
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nia velkému brankarovi, ktory dostal najvyssi trest
— 15 rokov. Pohladnica adresovand ,ujom Palom”
Jpani Dorke”, ktord som ako (:hlapec' roky stre-
taval na zdpasoch hokejového Slovana v ére Faka
a Stardieho, ale aj Dzurillu a Nedomanského, je
tak historickym dokumentom — slavy i temnej tra-
gédie ndsho najpopuldmejsicho zimného Sportu.
O prvé povojnové hry sa uchddzali aj ame-
rické mestd Los Angeles, Baltimore, Philadelphia
a Minneapolis, no ocakdvatelné ndklady na
dopravu by ich pre Eurépanov urobili takmer
nedostupnymi. Hldsilo sa aj Lausanne, ktoré kedysi
favorizoval Coubertin pre rok 1944, kedy MOV
slavil 50. vyrocie svajho vzniku, Pisomné hlasova-
nie clenov MOV véak rozhodlo, ze kruto bombar-
dované srdce kedysi bohatého, no postupne zani-
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As a phoenix from the ashes of the Second
World War the idea of baron Coubertin about pea-
ceful competitions of youth of the whole world
has got up. Post-war hopes for life in peaceful and
democratic world did not fulfil expectations of
many Curopeans. When, on 3™ February 1948, the
doctor of our delegation at the St. Moritz Games
and later founder of Slovak sport medicine, profes-
sor of sports medicine Pavel Handzo MD sent her
wite a postcard full of signatures of members of our
hockey team; nobody could expect how tragic des-
tiny waits for many of them. (Fig. 11) In those days
waorld champions from 1947 walked on to histori-
cal success on the Winter Olympic Games. They
did not lost any match in the tournament while
Canaca had won the gold only due to better score;
mutual confrontation ended with result 0:0. And
year later we became world champions again — but
therealter it came. Criminal communist regime
brought an accusation against several members of
the team based on notorious § 237 of espionage
activity and high treason and in fabricated process
many players receivecd hard punishments. Jdchy-
mov uranium mines devoured innocent. In con-
trast to Ernst Rihm — like destiny pseudo-tragedies
of “real communists” like Slansky, Reicin, Husdk or
Clementis, who were personally responsible for
spining mills of totalitarian justice based on Marx
“class fight”, who, historically seen, deserved o
be later milled by them and who were after years
of hesitation rehabilitated by their fellow comra-
des, some of them placed to the highest positions,
destinies of their innocent victims were tabooed
till the fall of red totality. Hall of “Boza” Modry in
Lanskroun is a late act of appreciation of big goal-
keeper who had received the highest punishment
— 15 years. Postcard addressed to “uncles Paul”
and ,fady Dorka”, who | met as a boy on the mat-
ches of Slovan in the era of Fako and Starsi, but
also Dzurilla and Nedomansky, is such in a way his-
torical document — of fame and dark tragedy of our
most popular winter sporl.

American cities Los Angeles, Baltimore, Phila-
delphia and Minneapolis did apply also for the first
post-war Olympic Games, but expectable expen-
ses for transportation would make them almost
inaccessible tor Europeans. Lausanne, which Cou-
bertin formerly favoured for 1944, when 1OC
celebrated its 50° anniversary, put in a claim for
too. Writing voting however decided that hitterly
bombed heart of once rich, bul gradually fading-
out Empire in which food and textile were still on



kajiceho impéria, v ktorom boli potraviny i tex-
Lil na listky, ziskalo napriek zlej ekonomickej situ-
acii krajiny pravo usporiadat Hry XIV. olympiddy.
Do ceskoslovenskej olympijskej vypravy sa dostala
okrem Styroch slovenskych Sportoveov i histka
slovenskych Sportovych funkciondrov a tiez lekdr
vypravy MUDr, Handzo. (Obr. 12) § vypravou ces-
toval do Londyna i priekopnik slovenského bas-
ketbalu a v tom case uz medzindrodne uzndvany
basketbalovy rozhodca Jan Osusky. (Obr. 13) Je
paradoxom, Ze hoci uz vtedy naruzivy filatelista
(i ked teritoridlny, zamerany na znamky Ceskoslo-
venska a Slovenskeho Statu), priniesol z Londyna
len dva nepouZité komplety rohovych Stvorblo-
kov olympijske] série. A tak mi len priaznivym ria-
denim osudu pred mnohymi rokmi ktosi na bra-
tislavskej burze pondkol pohladnicu frankovand
dva a pol pencovou olympijskou znamkou so
zclanlivou beznou strojovou peciatkou Uxbridge.
(Obr, 14) Td peciatka viak nie je celkom bandlna,
lebo prave tam, v byvalych kasdrfiach Royal Air
Force, boli ubytovani niektorf Gcastnici hier — na
postavenie olympijskej dediny organizacny vybor
pefazi nemal. Adresatmi st ,pani a ddmy a ostatni
nasi priatelia “ z lodenice Klubu slovenskych turis-
tov a lyziarov v Karlovej Vsi. ,Filidlka KSTL v Lon-
dyne” nim posielala pozdravy svojej bratislav-
skej centrdle a signatarmi st Jano (Osusky), Palo
{Handzo) a kajakdr (Jan) Matocha. Tento rodak
z Moravy a odchovanec bratislavského vodackeho
klubu Tatran z ktory bol v olympijskom zdvode na
10000m devialy. Jan Osusky sa stal najvylazenej-
&im rozhodcom olympijského basketbalového tur-
naja, piskal 14 zdpasov vrdtane findle USA — Fran-
clizsko. Spolu s talianskym partnerom Ugolinim
bol vyhlaseny za najlepsieho rozhodcu turnaja
a od generdlneho sekretdra FIBA Williama Jonesa
dostali obaja zlaté hodiny znacky Breitling, ktoré
otcovi cely zivot verne slizili. | tato celistvost je
z pohladu jury zrejme len priemernym filatelistic-
kym materidlom... pre mna je viak jedinym ,pos-
tovym” dokumentom otcove] Gcasti na olym-
pijskych hrdch. Kto by nedal stovku, hoc i ,pred-
cenovoliberalizacnid”?

Kazda z tych celistvosti skryva pribeh, ktory
ma autora i ,postavy a obsadenie”. Mozno ten
pribeh nie je vidy v sdlade s reglementom a kri-
tériami hodnotenia filatelistickych materidloy, ale
taky je Zivot...

Peter Osusky

vouchers, would in spite of a bad economic situa-
tion obtain the right to organised the Games of the
XIV Olympiad. Apart from four Slovak sportsmen
also a small handful of Slovak sport functionaries
and Pavol Handzo doctor of the team entered into
the Czechoslovak delegation. (Fig. 12) Also pio-
neer of Slovak basketball and in that time alre-
ady internationally recognised basketball referee
Jan Osusky travelled with the delegation. (Fig. 13)
Paradoxically, being although at that time enthu-
siastic philatelist (even though oriented on stamps
of Czechoslovakia and the Slovak State), he brou-
ght only two unused Olympic sets in corner blocks
of four from London. And so, only by a fortunate
hand of destiny many years later somebody did
offer me a postcard franked by two and half pence
Olympic stamp with seemingly common machine
cancellation Uxbridge at the Bratislava philatelic
“bourse”. (Fig. 14) That cancellation is however
not as banal, because just there in former caserns
of Royal Air Force were some games parlicipants
lodged — organisational committee had no money
to construct Olympic village. Addressees are “sirs
and madams and our other friends” from the
rowing section of the Club of Slovak Tourists and
Skiers in Karlova Ves. “Branch of CSTS in London”
sent a greeting to its Bratislava head office and sig-
natories were Jano (Osusky), Palo (Handzo) a kaya-
ker (Jan) Matocha, That native Moravian and mem-
ber of Bratislava canoe sports club Tatran was ninth
in the 10 000 metres Olympic race. Jdn Osusky did
become the busiest referee of the Olympic basket-
ball tournament; he did umpire 14 matches inclu-
ding the final USA — France. Together with the ita-
fian partner Ugolini was declared the best referee
of the tournament and both received golden wat-
ches Breitling, which truly served to my father his
whole life, donated by William Jones the general
secretary of FIBA. In spite this entire s only an ave-
rage philatelic material from a jury point of view...
for me it is the only “postal” document of father’s
participation at the Olympic Games. Who would
not pay hundred, even in “hard czechoslovak cur-
rency” before price-liberalisation?

Fach of those entires hides a story which
has an author and also “characters and casting”.
Maybe the story is not always in compliance with
rules and criteria for the evaluation of philatelic
materials, but that is a life...

Peter Osusky
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